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elcome  to  the 
1 986  issue  of  the  Herald 
magazine.  As  we  start  this 
year  with  a  new  look,  we 
ask  you  to  be  a  participant 
in  the  change.  Feel  free  to 
write  your  comments  con- 
cerning this  issue.  It  is  the 
purpose  and  goal  of  the 
HERALD  Staff  to  provide 
a  publication  which  is  in- 
spiring, encouraging  and 
edifying  to  Christ's  body 
of  believers. 
We  challenge  you  to  participate  with  us  in  three  ways: 

1.  Pray  for  us  as  we  create  each  issue.  Pray  we  don't  lose 
sight  of  our  ministry  goal. 

2.  React  to  the  articles.  Please  don't  just  read  the  ar- 
ticles and  sit  there  with  a  warm,  comfortable  feeling  in 
your  heart,  thinking:  "That's  nice."  Incorporate  the  in- 
formation into  your  lifestyle. 

3.  Use  the  issues  of  the  HERALD  as  a  tool  in  your  per- 
sonal evangelism.  Share  the  articles  with  friends, 
neighbors  and  business  associates. 

The  January  issue  deals  with  revival.  As  you  read  the 
articles,  relate  them  to  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in  your  per- 
sonal, family  and  church  life;  or  what  He  could  be  doing. 

Are  you  really  concerned  about  spreading  the  excite- 
ment of  Jesus  Christ  or  are  you  satisfied  with  the  few 
small  sparks  you've  started?  Let's  get  serious.  Does  it 
bother  you  the  person  that  lives  in  the  house  right  out- 
side your  kitchen  window  may  spend  eternity  in  hell? 

The  Editor 
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EDITORIAL 


WHEN  IS  THE 
NEXT  REVIVAL? 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


Revival  takes  time  and 
we  seem  to  have  so 
little  of  it  for  the  per- 
sonal encounter  with 
God  in  the  midst  of  His 
people. 
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»emember  the  days  (you  really 
do  not  have  to  be  too  old)  when  the 
word  around  the  church  was,  "When 
is  the  next  revival"?  After  all  there 
were  two  almost  every  year,  one  in  the 
spring  and  one  in  the  fall.  Lasting 
about  two  weeks  and  sometimes 
three,  they  were  as  certain  as  rain  in 
the  spring  and  snow  in  the  winter. 

The  first  question  to  be  answered 
was  when  did  the  revival  fit  into  the 
calendar?  Should  we  get  a  profes- 
sional evangelist-someone  who  did  it 
for  a  living?  Or,  should  we  get  a  pastor 
who  really  understood  the  problems 
of  our  local  church.  Then  there  were 
the  lesser  questions  how  to  take  care 
of  the  offering  and  who  was  willing  to 
house  our  guest? 

After  the  big  questions  were  out  of 
the  way  there  were  cards  to  be  printed 
and  necessary  advertising.  The  ladies 
worried  about  what  to  feed  him  and 
whether  he  wanted  to  eat  noon  meals 
or  eat  just  before  a  service  and  maybe 
just  a  bite  after  the  service. 

As  time  went  by  we  all  moved  to  an 
annual  weekly  fall  meeting,  found  a 
motel  to  put  the  man  in  and  took  up 
an  offering  to  let  him  get  the  meals  at 
the  local  restaurant.  The  question 
came  up  as  to  whether  or  not  God 
could  get  the  job  done  about  as  well 
from  Sunday  morning  to  Wednesday 
night.  Maybe  we  should  call  it  a  Bible 
Conference  and  face  the  fact  that 
most  non-church-goers  are  frightened 
of  that  outdated  word.  Some  of  the 
church  members  had  just  about  the 


same    feeling   about    those    words- 
Revival  Meeting. 

There  was  PTA  to  work  around  and 
Friday  night  basketball  or  football. 
When  dad  gets  home  from  the  factory 
and  mother  comes  in  from  the  office 
and  Junior  has  put  in  five  hours  work- 
ing at  McDonald's,  there  certainly  was 
a  need  for  reviving,  but  there  was  not 
much  time  left  for  it.  We  found  out  we 
could  have  meetings  but  having  a 
revival  was  something  else. 

The  days  of  yesterday  are  gone.  It 
does  not  seem  we  have  much  time  or 
energy  left  for  the  "protracted 
meetings."  Revival  takes  time,  and  we 
seem  to  have  so  little  of  it  for  the  per- 
sonal encounter  with  God,  in  the 
midst  of  His  people.  That  time  of  in- 
tense retrospection  and  a  call  to  look 
at  our  inner  most  needs  and  failures 
were  an  important  part  of  the  revival 
service.  There  was  the  sound  of 
urgency  in  the  songs,  special  music 
and  message,  which  focused  on  rele- 
vant spiritual  problems.  A  hard  look 
at  the  question  of  our  latest  relation- 
ship to  God,  and  how  He  fit  into  our 
present  and  future  plans,  caused  a 
need  to  be  drawn  back  into  a  closer 
walk  and  prayer  life.  The  moving  of  a 
friend  to  confess  a  coldness  of  heart 
warmed  our  hearts. 
We  now  may  be  at  the  point  where  we 


have  no  time  for  the  important, 
because  we  choose  not  to  take  the 
time.  Let  us  not  make  the  mistake  to 
identify  the  outward  signs  of  "revival" 
as  revival  itself.  I  often  hear  the  stories 
of  revival  as  getting  up  at  4:00  a.m.  in 
the  morning  to  pray.  Possibly  .  .  .  but 
it  could  be  a  sign  you  are  getting  old 
and  just  cannot  sleep  nights.  Let  us 
change  the  word  from  revival  to 
spirituality,  then  we  can  get  it  in  a 
spiritual  context.  Here  the  Word  of 
God  speaks  clearly,  it  is  being  lead  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  obeying  Christ 
and  His  teachings,  which  are  clearly 
revealed.  To  love  God  and  to  obey  His 
Son  is  to  be  the  normal  Christian  life 
and  walk.  This  too  takes  time,  all  of 
your  time,  because  everything  you  do 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  Chris- 
tian life. 

A  call  for  revival  is  a  call  for  a  con- 
sistant  life  of  obedience  to  the  re- 
vealed Word  of  God,  not  a  two  week 
pre-planned,  pre-packaged  notation 
on  the  church  calendar.  But  do  we 
need  that  reviving  in  its  truest  sense? 
Yes,  we  do  as  never  before  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  time  is  running  out! 
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Let's  start  off  on  the  right  foot! 
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ment Foundation.  Deposits  earn  6.5  percent  and  6.72  percent  with  continuous 
impounding.  And  all  the  while,  the  funds  are  helping  provide  low-cost  growth 
oans  for  Grace  Brethren  Churches. 

Get  off  on  the  right  foot!  Invest  in  the  GBIF! 
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GOALS  FOR 
GENUINE  REVIVAL 


by  RON  PICARD 
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Much  has  been  said 
concerning  mankind 
and  his  present  state. 
How  are  we,  as  a 
church,  being  salt  and 
light  to  our  community? 
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i  or  many  years  I  have  been  ob- 
serving a  prophecy  being  fulfilled. 
There  is  a  "falling  away"  in  every 
community.  In  some  locations  it  is 
made  less  noticeable  by  a  creative  and 
aggressive  church.  This  however,  is 
not  the  normal.  Most  fundamental 
churches  are  simply  maintaining 
their  building  and  programs.  They 
consist  of  lovely  people  who  have 
established  their  lives  around  the 
church.  It  is  in  these  churches  that 
the  potential  stands  for  lasting  and 
literal  revival. 

It  is  easy  to  recognize  that  personal 
spiritual  development,  church  ac- 
tivities, and  greater  influences  in  the 
unsaved  community  are  always  con- 
nected with  revival.  Much  has  been 
said  in  recent  days  concerning 
mankind  and  his  present  state,  in- 
dicating the  need  for  revival;  but  I 
would  like  to  share  with  you  in  the 
three  areas  mentioned  to  help  us 
direct  our  goals  toward  genuine 
revival. 

Let's  begin  by  looking  at  the  unsav- 
ed community.  Could  we  ask 
ourselves  the  question,  "How  are  we, 
as  a  church,  being  'salt  and  light'  to 
our  community?"  It  is  unfortunate 
that  we  see  the  lost  as  undesireable 
people.  We  wouldn't  want  to  associate 
with  them.  However,  was  it  not  Jesus 
who  came  into  the  world,  ate  and 
drank  with  sinners,  and  finally  laid 
down  his  life  for  them?  Beloved,  for 
revival  to  come  we  must  learn  to  love 
the  lost  and  be  willing  to  sacrifice 
ourselves  to  get  the  Gospel  to  them. 

In  Romans  10:14  we  are  told,  "and 
how  shall  they  believe  in  Him  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard?"  It  seems 
to  me,  we  learn  from  this  passage  that 
a  primary  function  has  to  be  to  let  our 
community  hear  the  Good  News. 


The  second  area  I  want  to  address 
is  the  church.  Granted,  we  have 
wonderful  special  programs.  Some  of 
these  need  to  be  carried  on  and  ex- 
panded and  others  are  time- 
consuming  and  nonproductive  and 
need  to  be  cancelled.  Truthfully,  when 
was  the  last  time  your  church  plan- 
ned a  month  of  activities  to  reach  the 
lost  in  your  community? 

We  are  not  just  talking  here  about 
witnessing,  but  about  revival.  Revival 
and  witnessing  go  hand  in  glove. 
Emotionalism  will  not  bring  revival, 
but  a  repentent,  loving  heart  in  touch 
with  almighty  God  and  committed  to 
the  reaching  of  lost  souls  can  very 
well  change  the  course  of  the  world. 
D.L.  Moody,  in  his  famous  quote  said, 
"The  world  has  never  seen  a  man 
completely  surrendered  to  the  Lord." 
In  his  last  days  he  said,  "The  world 
is  still  waiting  for  such  a  man."  I  say, 
the  church  is  waiting  for  such  a  man 
as  well. 

How  does  the  spiritual  apsect  of  the 
individual  believer  fit  into  revival?  I 
have  been  fascinated  to  observe  so 
many  people  enter  into  a  professed 
position  of  instant  righteousness.  Ex- 
perientially,  it  takes  years  to  approach 
a  spiritual  maturity  that  permits  an 
identifiable  reflection  of  the  mind  of 
Christ.  Beloved,  with  all  the  informa- 
tion that  we  have  growing  spiritually, 
we  cannot  apply  it,  start  to  apply  it 
and  quit,  or  will  not  apply  it.  In  my 
estimation,  if  there  is  one  single  thing 
that  is  quenching  the  spirit  of  revival, 
it  is  this  very  problem.  We  just  do  not 
practice  what  we  believe. 

Revival  can  be  expected  when: 

1.  Believers  have  a  spirit  of  prayer  for 
revival.  (Recently,  I  have  seen  this 
desire  throughout  our  fellowship.) 

2.  Pastors  are  specifically  directed  to 
revival  and  their  preaching  is  aimed 
at  the  conversion  of  sinners. 

3.  Believers  are  willing  to  care  for  or 
put  aside  divisive  differences  and 
unite  for  the  purpose  of  proclaiming 
the  Gospel. 

4.  Church  leaders,  college  and 
seminary  professors,  and  pastors  are 
willing  to  allow  God  to  promote 
revival  by  whatever  instruments  He 
chooses.  HWJLD 
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Who  Is  There 
To  Turn  To? 


by  LIZ  CUTLER 


What  happens  when  a 
Grace  Brethren  church  is 
is  in  trouble  financially, 
spiritually,  numerically? 
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he  congregation  of  Anytown 
Grace  Brethren  Church  was  in  trou- 
ble. Attendance  at  the  church  had 
dropped,  several  key  leaders  had 
resigned,  and  the  pastor  had  unsuc- 
cessfully tried  to  unite  the  group 
which  remained.  Discouraged  and  de- 
jected, the  pastor  resigned,  leaving 
behind  a  divided  congregation. 

One  group  wanted  to  call  the  pastor 
back.  They  had  been  satisfied  with 
his  ministry  and  wanted  him  to  re- 
main. Others  saw  an  opportunity  to 
unite  with  a  nearby  evangelical 
church  which  appeared  to  be 
reaching  the  community  for  Christ.  A 
third  group  was  committed  to  seeing 


the  church  revived  and  continued  to 
follow  the  Grace  Brethren  statement 
of  faith,  teaching  the  Word  of  God. 

Where  does  one  turn  in  such  a 
situation?  The  unique  autonomy  of 
the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  has  left  hurting  congrega- 
tions in  a  quandry.  Often  with  no 
where  else  to  turn,  they  find 
themselves  on  the  doorstep  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions 
Council. 

Although  the  Council  never  sought 
the  role  of  revivalist,  there  have  been 
several  factors  that  have  put  them  in 
that  position. 

"We  have  gotten  involved  in  revi- 
ving churches  because  the  cost  of 
replacing  property  in  our  society  is 
exorbitant,"  says  Dr.  Robert  Thomp- 
son, who  has  been  executive 
secretary  sincy  July  1985.  "To  replace 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church  at  San 
Bernardino,  California  would  cost 
$750,000.  Yet  when  they  are  back  on 
their  feet,  we  will  hand  it  over  to  them 
'fee  simple.'  Every  church  we  close 
virtually  eliminates  the  possibility  of 
being  involved  in  that  commmunity 
again,"  he  adds. 
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When  a  struggling  church  comes  to 
call,  the  Council  feels  a  responsibility 
to  assist.  "There  is  no  other  entity 
designed  to  care  for  these  situations. 
It  would  not  be  our  recommendation 
that  we  abandon  these  points, 
because  we  have  learned  through  ex- 
perience that  they  can  be  rescued 
with  the  proper  elements  and 
minimal  financial  assistance,"  he 
says. 

"Whenever  we're  called  into  a  situa- 
tion, we  try  to  reestablish  the  work," 
adds  Larry  Chamberlain,  adminis- 
trative coordinator  at  the  Council.  But 
certain  factors  must  be  evident.  "If 
the  remaining  core  of  people  are  en- 
thusiastic, able,  and  willing  to  com- 
mit themselves  to  a  rebuilding  pro- 
cess, we  will  try  to  build  on  that 
strength." 

"The  spiritual  outlook  of  the 
residual  group,  large  or  small,  is  im- 
portant," stresses  Thompson.  "They 
have  to  be  willing  to  dig  in  and  apply 
themselves."  He  cites  as  a  worthy  ex- 
ample, the  rebuilding  which  is  cur- 
rently occurring  at  Hemet,  California 
under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Dean 
Smith. 


At  times,  a  demographic  study  of 
the  area  is  completed  in  cooperation 
with  the  local  district  mission  board 
and  it  becomes  apparent  that  the 
church  should  relocate.  A  decaying 
neighborhood,  poor  existing  facilities, 
or  other  factors  may  contribute  to  an 
unhealthy  situation.  A  new  building 
in  a  growing  neighborhood  may  be 
the  life-restoring  answer. 

This  was  the  case  when  the  Coucil 
was  called  in  to  assist  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church  of  Allentown,  Penn- 
sylvania. The  inner  city  area  around 
the  church  had  deteriorated,  so  the 
congregation  voted  to  move.  With  the 
assistance  of  Home  Missions,  the 
church  was  relocated  in  suburban 
Bethlehem  and  Pastor  Ron  Guiles  was 
called  to  assume  leadership. 

A  similar  situation  is  now  occurring 
at  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia.  As  the 


neighborhood  around  the  church 
building  became  commercial,  the 
congregation  began  to  decline.  Now, 
the  property  has  been  sold  and  the 
church,  under  the  leadership  of 
Pastor  Mike  Johnson,  is  planning  to 
relocate  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  the 
coastal  community. 


"We  have  done  a  good  job,"  says 
Thompson.  "Our  batting  average  is 
not  1.000,  but  at  least  it  warrants  our 
involvement.  We  have  salvaged  a 
number  of  churches  for  our 
Fellowship  that  are  reproducing  mis- 
sion dollars."  The  Fairlawn  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  Akron,  Ohio 
received  support  from  the  Council 
during  a  revitalization  program 
several  years  ago  and  is  now  sending 
approximately  $23,000  annually  to 
Grace  Brethren  ministries.  The 
Bethlehem  Grace  Brethren  Church 
gave  more  than  $12,000  to  Grace 
Brethren  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
in  the  last  two  years. 

But  the  involvement  with 
rebuilding  churches  does  not  come 
without  cost. 

"The  financial  resources  we  expend 
often  come  at  the  expense  of  what  the 
Fellowship  understands  our  mission 
to  be  -  planting  new  churches,"  says 
Chamberlain.  In  a  typical  year,  ap- 
proximately 10  to  15  percent  of  the 
budget    is    directed    toward    direct 

I  1 

"The  unique  autonomy 
of  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren 
Churches  has  left 
hurting  congregations  in 
a  quandry.  Often  with 
no  where  else  to  turn, 
they  find  themselves  on 
the  doorstep  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Home 
Missions  Council." 

assistance  of  revitalized  works  with 
the  same  amount  expended  in 
management  time. 

The  range  of  involvement  can  be 
broad,  from  a  few  meetings  with  the 
church,  helping  to  call  a  new  pastor 
and  being  available  for  financial 
assistance,  to  many  meetings  and  ex- 
tensive amounts  of  financial  assis- 
tance. At  times,  legal  fees  are  ex- 
pended to  protect  the  vested  interest 
in  the  property. 
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"If  the  remaining  people  are  en- 
thusiastic, able  and  willing  to 
commit  themselves  to  rebuilding, 
we  try  to  build  on  that  strength.9* 
-  Larry  N.  Chamberlain 


And  there  have  been  times  when  a 
congregation  has  chosen  to  close  its 
doors  and  distribute  its  assets.  "These 
decisions  are  very  weighty,"  remarks 
Chamberlain,  "and  are  generally  in 
consultation  with  the  local  district 
mission  board." 

In  most  cases,  the  church  has 
decided  the  direction  they  want  to  go 
prior  to  calling  the  Council.  "We  are 
called  in  to  prepare  the  right  language 
for  various  motions,  to  assume 
responsibility  for  assets  and  liabilities, 
and  dissolve  the  corporation  with  the 
state,"  notes  Chamberlain.  He 
stresses  it  is  important  that  the  Coun- 
cil protect  the  assets  for  use  in  church 
extension  ministries  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Grace  Brethren  Churches. 

Most  recently,  the  dissolution  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  at  Lyndhurst, 
Ohio,  involved  a  joint  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  and  the  Northeast  Ohio 
District  Mission  Board.  When  the 
church  property  sold  for  $250,000  in 
July  1985,  $50,000  was  designated 
for  church  development  in  the  North- 
east   Ohio    area.    Another    portion 


ing  1938-1944  and  the  1948-1959. 

The  congregation  in  Lyndhurst  also 
specified  that  Grace  Brethren  Home 
Mission  points  receive  some  of  the 
furnishings.  Young  churches  at  Mif- 
flin, Marion,  Lima,  and  Orrville 
benefited  from  the  generosity  of  these 
folks,  receiving  pews,  office  equip- 
ment, communion  supplies,  song 
books,  and  other  such  items. 

"Since  Grace  Brethren  dollars  built 
the  church,  it  seems  fair  that  residual 
funds  would  go  to  build  more  Grace 
Brethren  Churches,"  says  Thompson. 
He  encourages  each  church  to  make 
provision  for  the  possibility  of  such  a 
problem. 

"A  simply  worded,  but  essential  ele- 


ment, in  each  constitution  should  be 
a  protective  dissolution  clause  which 
eliminates  conflict  and  tension,"  he. 
says.  "Such  an  inclusion  can  proper- 
ly assign  the  assets  so  they  will  go  to 
the  FGBC,  not  just  any  tax  exempt 
organization.  If  this  is  not  decided 
when  a  church  is  robust  and  healthy," 
he  stresses,  "it  can  cause  problems." 

Despite  any  negative  factors  involv- 
ed in  restoring  a  church,  officials  at 
the  Council  see  themselves  as  the 
natural  organization  to  provide  that 
service. 

"For  the  present,  at  least,  we  seem 
to  be  the  ideal  vehicle  to  assist  needy 
churches  because  of  our  ability  to  im- 
mediately respond  to  a  crisis  situation 


went  to  the  Council  for  use  in  nation- 
wide church  planting  ministries, 
while  the  remainder  was  a  return  of 
the  $28,000  investment  the  Council 
made  in  the  Cleveland-area  work  dur- 


Council 
Plays 
Role  In 
Revival  At 
Fairlawn 

It  is  always  exciting  to 
see  the  Lord  and  his  army 
of  faithful  believers  stand 
firm  and  defeat  the  devil. 

D— ._. 

exciting  day  for  the  Fairlawn  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  Akron,  Ohio. 
After  19  years  on  the  rolls  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions 
Council,  they  were  going 
self-supporting! 

Pastor  James  Kennedy  quoted  II 
Chronicles  16:9  in  the  December, 
1977  Herald  -  "For  the  eyes  of  Lord 
run  to  and  fro  throughout  the 
whole    earth,    to    shew    himself 


strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whose 
heart  is  perfect  toward  him." 

Pastor  Kennedy  wrote  that  the 
Fairlawn  church  had  been  singled  out 
as  a  place  where  the  Lord  can  "shew 
himself  strong." 

"The  enemy  seemed  bent  on 
destroying  what  testimony  remained 
of  the  Church  in  the  Fairlawn  area  of 
Akron,"  he  wrote.  "But  he  had  not 
reckoned  on  Gods  plan  and  purpose 
for  a  continuing  work,  nor  had  he 
remembered  that  Jesus  said,  'I  will 
build  my  church;  and  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  it.'  (Matt. 
16:18)" 

In  the  four  years  of  Pastor  Ken- 
nedy's ministry,  the  church  had 
grown  from  an  attendance  of  12  (and 
a  membership  of  three)  to  an  average 
of  76.  In  addition  to  a  numerical 
growth,  the  congregation  registered 
financial  increases,  as  well.  Im- 
provements were  made  on  the  Ghent 
Road  facility,  which  was  built  in  1960, 
including  a  new  parking  lot.  a  new 
roof,  and  carpeting  in  the  nursery  and 
toddler  rooms. 

Kennedy  left  in  March  of  1978  to 
assume  the  pastorate  of  the  Waimalu 
Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Hawaii.  For 
the  next  15  months,  the  church 
struggled  to  maintain  a  status  quo.  It 
seemed  as  if  once  again,  the  devil  was 
determined  to  destroy  this  testimony. 
By  the  time  Pastor  Ken  Brown  arriv- 
ed on  the  field  in  August.  1979,  there 
were  30  left  in  the  congregation  and 
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with  manpower  and  financial  re- 
sources," says  Chamberlain.  He  cites 
several  positive  factors  --  a  familiarity 
with  the  history  of  the  local  church, 
an  established  trust  from  providing 
leadership,  and  a  noteworthy  history 
of  success  in  conciliatory  pro- 
ceedings. "Otherwise,  if  they  ask 
someone  to  come  in  who  does  not 
know  the  history  or  the  people,  they 
might  not  be  able  to  respond  to  their 
needs,"  he  notes. 

"We're  a  service  organization  to  the 
Fellowship,"  adds  Chamberlain.  "We 
feel  that  our  mission  not  only  involves 
a  strategy  for  growth,  but  includes 
providing  stability  and  maintenance." 

H3&D 


Liz  Cutler,  Promotion 
Secretary.  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions,  recently 
received  a  Master's  Degree  in 
Journalism  from  Ball  State 
University  in  Muncie.  In- 
diana. She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Mis- 
sions Council  since  1982 
and  has  encouraged  the 
positive  focus  of  the 
Fellowship. 


the  church  was  financially  strapped. 
It  was  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
for  the  church  to  maintain  their  mort- 
gage payments  and  continue  to  pay 
a  pastor's  salary. 

"Home  Missions  stepped  in  and 
helped  out  financially  for  a  short 
time,"  recalls  the  pastor.  Financial 
assistance  also  came  from  the  North- 
east Ohio  District. 

In  the  past  five  years,  the  congrega- 
tion has  grown  to  more  than  200  and 
they  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a 
$400,000  building  program. 

"We  had  a  financial  campaign 
through  the  summer."  The  dark 
haired  minister,  seated  comfortably  in 
his  book-lined  office  reported.  A  Bible 
is  spread  open  on  his  desk.  "We  had 
$300,000  committed  from  families  in 
the  church  toward  a  three-year  com- 
mitment on  the  building.  Almost 
$200,000  was  committed  from  16 
families." 

The  proposed  addition  will  double 
the  square  footage  of  the  present 
building.  Sunday  school  classrooms, 
office  space,  and  an  expanded  lobby 
area  will  be  included  in  the  facility. 
The  gravel  parking  lot  and  driveway 
will  also  be  paved  during  the  con- 
struction period.  Construction  is 
scheduled  to  begin  this  year. 

"We  are  sitting  on  a  powder  keg," 
says  the  pastor.  The  church  is  south 
of  the  Akron  Expressway  and  on  a 
major  road  into  the  Fairlawn  business 
community.   The   northwest   Akron 


Pastor  Ken  Brown  has  been  a  vital  part  of 
the  recent  revival  of  the  Fairlawn  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

location  is  also  ideal  for  drawing  peo- 
ple from  the  south  Cleveland  suburbs. 

"We've  got  the  potential  of  building 
a  base  through  this  local  church,"  he 
adds.  "We're  in  an  area  where  people 
have  the  financial  where-with-all,  if 
we  can  help  them  see  they  are  mak- 
ing investments  in  people's  lives  when 
they  give  to  missions  and  other 
ministries." 

Currently,  the  church  designates 
about  19  percent  of  their  total  budget 
toward  missions.  With  an  annual 
budget  nearing  $130,000,  that  figures 
out  to  nearly  $23,000  for  Grace 
Brethren  Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
Christian  Education,  Grace  Schools 
and  other  ministries,  including  an 
Akron  area  Christian  school  and 
funds  for  needy  families  in  the 
congregation. 

Brown  views  the  rebuilding  of  the 


Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church  as  a 
team  effort  of  the  local  congregation, 
district  mission  board,  and  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions  Council. 

"I  think  Dr.  (Lester  E.)  Piter  (former 
executive  secretary  of  the  Council) 
deserves  a  lot  of  credit  from  the  stand- 
point he  didn't  want  to  see  this  church 
die,"  notes  the  pastor.  "He  believed 
this  was  a  key  location.  He  told  me 
one  time  he  thought  this  was  one  of 
the  better  locations  we  have  in  the 
state  of  Ohio." 

Last  Easter,  the  Fairlawn  choir 
presented  a  cantata.  "It  really  was  the 
first  our  people  had  done  themselves," 
recalls  the  pastor.  "We  had  about  30 
people  in  the  cantata." 

He  pauses  for  a  moment,  then  con- 
tinues. "That's  about  as  many  people 
as  we  actually  had  in  the  church 
when  my  wife  and  I  came." 

That  was  an  emotional  moment  for 
the  pastor  and  even  now  as  he  recalls 
it,  there  are  tears  in  his  eyes. 

"I  realized  here  was  a  church  full  of 
people  to  see  a  cantata  performed  by 
the  same  number  that  were  in  the 
congregation  when  we  came.  It  was 
very  gratifying."  hebjid 
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The  Thompsons  are  con- 
stantly kept  aware  of  the 
fact  in  Jesus  we  are 
brothers  and  sisters  -  no 
matter  what  color. 


T 

^L  he 


he  camp  meeting  announce- 
ment read: 

Wheatfields  '85  --  'Navajo  Nation  for  Christ 
A  God-centered  Bible  Conference 

July  27-August  14 

Wheatfields  Lake,  Tsailie,  Arizona 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Lord 

Everyone  welcome 

Bring  camping  gear  and  food. 

Navajo    Christians    love    camp 
meetings.    Already    we    had   joined 


them  at  three  such  gatherings,  but 
this  one  was  different.  The  others  had 
been  among  members  of  our  native 
Grace  Brethren  congregations,  and 
we  were  known  to  one  another.  As  we 
pulled  into  the  beautiful  primitive 
campground  nestled  in  the  ponderosa 
pine  forest  of  north  central  Arizona  to 
attend  this  camp  meeting,  we  felt  a 
twinge  of  apprehension. 

"Everybody  welcome,"  the  program 
said,  and  we  had  been  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  seminar.  But  ours 
seemed  to  be  the  only  white  faces 
there.  Would  we  be  out  of  place? 

It  was  almost  suppertime  as  we 
parked  the  mission  trailer  in  the 
campground  which  was  crowded  with 
pickups,  toppers,  campers,  and  lots  of 
tents.  The  fragrance  of  pine  and  cedar 
campfires  filled  the  air  as  the  Navajo 
families  around  us  prepared  their 
evening  meal.  Taking  a  cue,  we 
thanked  the  Lord  for  bringing  us  to 
this  meeting,  and  ate  the  food  we  had 
brought. 

Before  we  finished  supper,  we  heard 
music  from  the  big  tent  near  the 
center  of  the  campground.  Four 
amplified  guitars  and  a  joyous  piano 
accompanied  a  Navajo  singing  group 
as  the  campers  began  to  file  in. 


Still  apprehensive,  we  joined  the 
crowd.  But  our  uneasiness  was 
dispelled  by  the  friendliness  of  the 
people.  We  didn't  all  speak  the  same 
language  and  we  weren't  the  same 
color,  but  we  were  Christian  brothers 
and  sisters.  Never  again  during  our 
stay  did  we  experience  any  sense  of 
doubt  about  belonging.  These  were 
our  people.  We  were  family  -  God's 
family  -  and  the  love  and  warmth 
were  genuine. 

A  unique  factor  about  this  con- 
ference was  that  it  was  all  Navajo  from 
its  inception.  No  Bilangaana  (white 
man)  missionary  directed  the 
strategy  or  orchestrated  the  response. 
Its  roots  were  in  the  vision  of  a  godly 
Navajo  pastor.  Paul  Redhouse,  who 
began  to  lead  other  spiritual  leaders 
in  praying  for  Navajo  believers  to 
catch  sight  of  the  need  of  their  people. 
Their  fervent  prayers  acknowledged 
only  Jesus  Christ  as  the  totally  ade- 
quate Savior  to  meet  that  need.  They 
bowed  themselves  before  the  Lord  of 
the  Great  Commission,  and  petition- 
ed Him  for  others  with  like  passion  to 
be  instruments  with  them  in  carrying 
the  gospel  to  Navajo  people. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was 
to  stimulate  evangelical  Christians  to 
work  together  with  the  objective  of 
reaching  the  Navajo  Nation  for  Christ 
in  this  generation.  Pastor  Redhouse 
expressed  the  goal  more  specifically. 
"That  a  majority  of  Navajo  people  will 
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We  sense  a  strong  desire  among 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  leaders 

for  revival 


become  dedicated  Christians  by  the 
end  of  this  generation."  He  stressed 
that  in  order  to  reach  this  goal,  every 
evangelical  Navajo  and  Anglo  church 
on  or  bordering  the  reservation,  and 
every  missionary  and  agency  that 
ministers  in  any  way  to  Navajo  people, 
must  work  together  toward  this  goal 
--  a  specific  mark  that  each  believer 
might  express  as  "leading  my  friends 
to  know  the  same  Jesus  who  has 
saved  me,  so  that  they  too  may  be 
saved  in  the  same  way  that  I  have 
been  saved." 

Pastor  Redhouse  distinguished  be- 
tween merely  witnessing  to  others 
about  our  faith,  and  soul  winning.  He 
likened  soul  winning  to  the  old  Nava- 
jo practice  of  the  midwife  assisting  in 
childbirth  by  pressing  vigorously  on 
the  expectant  mother's  abdomen, 
while  the  mother  clutched  a  rope 
suspended  above  her.  Likewise, 
believers  must  "press"  people  to 
whom  they  are  witnessing  to  trust 
Christ  as  their  personal  Savior  and  re- 
pent of  sinful  practices  -  now. 

"Navajo  Nation  for  Christ"  is  not  a 
new  movement,  according  to  Pastor 
Redhouse,  but  a  "recapturing  of  the 
Biblical  vision"  with  which  missions 
to  the  Navajos  was  begun  in  the 
1800's.  Ensuing  years  brought  a  shift 
of  mission  strategies  so  that  this 
original  emphasis  was  diminished. 
He  stated,  in  the  last  five  years, 
through  the  realization  of  a  spirit- 
filled  commitment  to  God  and  His 
work,  Navajo  Christian  leaders  have 
begun  to  recapture  the  original 
Biblical  thrust  for  Navajo  evangelism. 
This  movement,  therefore,  can  be 
termed  a  "revival"  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  term. 

During  the  five  days  we  were  at  the 
conference,  representatives  of  many 
churches    and    organizations    par- 


ticipated in  seminars  that  described 
how  schools,  churches,  radio  stations, 
publications,  student  ministries,  and 
service  agencies  are  working  toward 
winning  the  Navajo  Nation  to  Christ. 
Besides  a  variety  in  ministries,  the 
group  represented  different  denom- 
inations with  contrasting  emphasis 
and  worship  practices.  Yet  there  was 
a  remarkable  unity  of  purpose  and 
agreement  as  to  the  priorities  of 
Christian  faith  and  work.  The 
resulting  fellowship,  in  Bible  study, 
prayer,  and  devotion,  was  stimulating 
and  uplifting. 

One  notable  group  represented 
were  the  young  people  -  interested 
and  active.  The  significance  of  youth 
participation  in  any  effective  move- 
ment to  reach  the  Navajo  Nation  for 
Christ  can  be  seen  in  recent  studies, 
which  indicate  that  more  than  half 
the  present  200,000  population  are 
age  19  or  under.  Furthermore,  the 
current  growth  rate  assures  that 
youth  will  continue  to  increase  their 
proportion  of  the  population  in  the 
forseeable  future. 

A  problem  in  many  Navajo 
churches  has  been  that  young  people 
are  only  on  the  fringes,  not  entering 
into  the  ministry.  Special  attention 
was  given  at  the  Wheatfields  con- 
ference to  children,  youth,  singles, 
young  parents,  seniors,  and  leaders. 

The  conference  sharpened  our 
awareness  of  the  battle  lines  of  the 
Christian  faith  in  Navajoland.  Ten- 
sions created  by  the  clash  of  old  Nav- 
ajo culture  with  the  white  man's  life- 
style have  resulted  in  confusion  and 
frustration.  More  and  more  people  are 
grasping  for  a  means  to  resolve  the 
resulting  spiritual  problems.  The 
Native  American  Church  is  now 
claiming  60  percent  of  the  tribe  as 
adherents.  This  is  an  amalgamation 
of  pantheistic  traditional  American 
Indian  beliefs  with  some  Christian 
forms  and  expressions  practiced 
while  taking  the  hallucinogenic  drug, 
peyote.  Another  30  percent  claim 
Mormonism,  Navajo  traditional 
religion,  or  various  pagan  religions. 
This  leaves  only  10  percent  whom  we 
can  consider  Christian. 

So  few,  among  a  people  where 
Christian  missionaries  have  been 
laboring  for  one  hundred  years!  Can 
you  understand  why  we  grow  enthus- 


iastic about  an  effort  by  Navajo 
people,  impelled  by  God  and  His 
Word,  to  bring  about  a  genuine  revival 
among  Christians  with  an  accompa- 
nying burden  to  evangelize  the  lost? 

Where  do  the  Navajo  Grace 
Brethren  People  stand  in  a  time  such 
as  this?  The  needs,  tensions,  intru- 
sions of  white  lifestyle  aberrations, 
and  general  spiritual  weakness  are 
evident  all  about  us.  But  we  sense  a 
strong  desire  among  Grace  Brethren 
Navajo  leaders  for  revival  -  a  desire  to 
see  Christians  committed  and  living 
for  Christ  without  compromise,  for 
young  people  who  will  take  active 
roles  in  the  churches,  for  more 
parents  to  recognize  the  importance 
of  training  their  children  in  Christian 
principles,  and  for  many  Navajos  to 
receive  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

And  we  who  are  a  part  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Navajo  Mission  want,  more 
than  anything,  to  be  a  part  of  any 
work  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  to  renew 
Christian  people  and  to  reach  those 
who  do  not  know  our  Lord  and  His 
saving  power. 

Brethren,  pray  for  us.  hersld 


As  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Mission  in 
Counselor,  New  Mexico.  Ray  Thomp- 
son is  involved  with  training  native 
pastors  to  reach  their  own  people  for 
Christ.  Last  summer,  Ray  and  his 
wife.  Mary  were  invited  to  attend  a 
unique  Navajo  camp  meeting. 
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OPEN  FORUM:  What  is 


G.  Mark  Henning 

Albuquerque,  NM 


mJMW 


true  revival  occurs,  in  essence,  it  is 
because  God  sovereignly  works  accor- 
ding to  His  timing  and  plans.  The 
heart  of  the  issue  is  concisely  stated 
in  Psalm  115:3,  "But  our  God  is  in  the 
heavens:  He  does  whatever  He 
pleases."  Yes.  the  Lord  often  works 
through  the  corporate  prayers  and 
repentent  attitudes  of  many;  however, 
the  initiative  for  starting  the  process, 
in  my  opinion,  lies  with  God. 

Yet,  there  is  another  view  of  revival 
which  ought  to  catch  our  attention.  In 
Ephesians  6:10  we  are  commanded  to 
be  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the 
strength  of  His  might.  We  are  to  see 
that  this  process  occurs  in  our  own 
lives!  The  usage  of  be  strong  in  other 
places  in  the  New  Testament  indicates 
an  INCREASING  CAPACITY  to  use 
the  power  that  is  available  (Acts  9:22; 
Rom.  4:20;  Heb.  11:34,  etc). 

Therefore,  ones  attention  and  effort 
needs  to  be  directed  toward  those  ac- 
tions which  have  the  effect  of  allow- 
ing him  to  use  God's  available 
unlimited  power  with  increasing  ef- 
fectiveness: personal  bible  study, 
evangelism,  discipleship  and  prayer. 
As  these  are  operative  in  ones  life, 
there  is  the  dynamic  of  personal 
revival. 


John  W.  Zielasko 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


believe    two 


things  characterize  true  revival.  One, 
revival  always  occur  through  the 
leadership  of  a  man.  Some  man  sent 
from  God  always  stands  out  as  the 
leader.  Second,  there  has  never  been 
a  true  revival  where  the  message  of 
the  Cross  has  been  omitted.  Christ  is 
exalted  as  the  giver  of  life  and  this 
results  in  joy  for  the  redeemed.  That 
is  why,  as  others  have  noted,  a  revival 
has  never  been  brought  about  by 
Unitarianism  or  Deism. 


Luke  Kauffman 

Myerstown,  PA 


personal 

experience  of  revival  means  a  return 
to  the  rejoicing  in  God's  salvation 
which  results  in  renewed  commit- 
ment for  Christian  service. 

King  David  penned  these  words. 
"Restore  to  me  the  joy  of  Thy  salva- 
tion, and  sustain  me  with  a  willing 
spirit.  Then  I,  will  teach  transgressors 
Thy  ways,  and  sinners  will  be  con- 
verted to  Thee"  (Psalm  51:12-13). 

Revival  restores  in  us  at  least  three 
attitudes: 

1 )  It  realigns  our  value  system  so  that 
the  joy  of  Christ's  salvation  returns  to 
the  Christian  heart. 

2)  All  of  our  activities  for  Christ  come 
willingly. 

3)  The  Christian  who  is  revived  will 
spontaneously  share  his  faith  with 
others. 


Daniel  Najimian 

Medina,  Ohio 


ne  pas- 
sage of  Scripture  which  presents  a 
clear  example  of  the  beginning  of  ge- 
nuine revival  among  God's  people  is 
Ezra  9.  God  had  graciously  allowed  a 
remnant  to  return  to  Israel  after  the 
Babylonian  exile,  in  order  to  re- 
establish their  homeland.  But  com- 
fort soon  led  to  complacency.  The 
Israelites  had  become  thankless  and 
disobedient  toward  the  Lord.  Could 
this  not  be  said  of  the  Church  in 
America  today?  Despite  God's 
material  blessings,  Christians  are 
becoming  increasingly  apathetic  and 
worldly.  In  the  case  of  Ezra  9.  we  can 
see  that  revival  began  with  recogni- 
tion of  sin  among  the  people  (vv.  1-4), 
followed  by  heartbroken  remorse  over 
this  sin.  (vv.  5-15). 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
revival  is  needed  today.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  God  will  bring  revival,  if 
we  will  pray  as  Ezra  did.  Revival  does 
not  begin  with  singing  of  songs,  but 
with  sorrow  over  sin. 


Paul  Copeland 

Long  Beach,  CA 


tart  of  the  out- 
growth of  revival  has  to  be  aggressive 
youth  evangelism.  In  today's  youth 
culture,  if  students  do  not  come  to 
know  Christ  personally  by  the  time 
they  are  18,  nine  out  often  never  will. 
Without  a  radical  commitment  in  our 
churches  to  reaching  youth  in  their 
environment,  our  churches  are  one 
generation  away  from  extinction. 
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Roger  Peugh 

Stuttgart,Germany 


revival 

must  take  place  in  our  churches.  A 
complete  redirecting  of  our  spiritual 
energies;  and  a  refocusing  on  correct 
priorities,  away  from  things  which  do 
not  have  eternity's  value  system,  will 
move  God  in  our  midst. 


Ron  dinger 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


•evival:  a 
renewed  and  life-changing  commit- 
ment to  a  life  of  obedience  and  service 
to  Christ,  coming  from  a  changed 
heart  overflowing  with  love  and  wor- 
ship of  the  Savior,  which  wants 
nothing  more  than  to  please  Him. 


Wendell  Kent 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


like  the  old 
expression  "awakening"  to  describe 
revival.  Christians  are  awakened  to 
their  own  need  for  repentance  and 
service,  when  they  open  their  eyes  to 
the  challenges  of  a  world  in  need  of 
the  Savior,  when  they  shake  off  the 
lethargy  of  a  dull,  lifeless  Christianity 
and  their  Christian  commitment 
becomes  the  most  important  em- 
phasis of  their  lives  -  that  is  revival. 


it  is  the  revital- 
ization  of  the  believer's  spirit, 
resulting  in  a  vibrant  worship  and 
walk  with  the  living  God. 

With  revival  comes  a  keen 
awareness  and  determined  desire  for 
personal  holiness  and  moral  integri- 
ty. There  is  the  Spirit-led  conviction 
and  compulsion  to  deal  with  sinful 
pride.  No  longer  does  the  believer  wil- 
lingly live  with  the  deception  that  his 
walk  is  "good  enough."  He  realizes 
that  comfort-zone  Christian  living 
does  not  produce  spiritual  growth  or 
Godly  character. 

One's  thinking  and  spiritual 
perspective  are  aligned  according  to 
Biblical  truth.  The  soul  again  enjoys 
the  daily  feeding  of  God's  Word,  and 
the  joy  of  an  active  prayer  life. 

True  revival  to  the  soul  affects  the 
believer's  attitude  concerning  his  rela- 
tionship and  responsibility  to  the 
Body  of  Christ.  God  has  called  him  to 
a  life  of  discipline. 

Finally,  his  heart  grieves  over  the 
sinfulness  of  men  and  their  lost 
condition. 


Brent  Sandy 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


evival    is 


a    reversal    of   indifference 
readiness  for  involvement. 


Ed  Lewis 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


•evival  is 
bringing  our  obedience  level  up  to  our 
knowledge  level.  There  needs  to  be  a 
point  in  time  when  we  make  a  com- 
mitment to  do  that.  It  doesn't  require 
perfection-only  submission. 


Kenneth  Koontz 


Orange  City,  FL 


V    idea 


of  revival  is  that  man  comes  alive  in 
spirit.  Thus  revival  carries  the  idea  of 
a  change  in  focus  of  ones  life.  It  in- 
volves only  believers  and  consists  of 
a  change  from  worldliness  to 
Godliness,  from  self  control  to  Spirit 
control  and  a  change  from  human 
thinking  to  Godly  thinking. 

Revival  is  not  an  emotional, 
spiritual  high  that  one  might  ex- 
perience in  a  worship  service  and 
soon  forget,  but  rather  a  change  in  life 
style. 

Revival  comes  only  when  the  child 
of  God  is  willing  to  get  back  to  the 
basics  of  God's  Word,  hbrjld 
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FACTl 


by  NORA  MACON 


After  serving  the  first 
term,  this  missionary 
gained  a  different  per- 
spective toward  the 
"Great  Commission." 


A 


missionary  returns  to  the 
States  and  suddenly  finds  himself  in 
a  setting  he's  been  away  from  for 
several  years.  Everything  is  different, 
yet  strangely  familiar. 

After  being  in  another  culture,  a 
missionary  has  become  aware  of 
people's  needs,  their  problems,  their 
weaknesses.  He  has  developed  an  eye 
for  that  so  when  he  comes  home  and 
into  the  church,  he  begins  to  see  a  lot 
of  surface  things  most  Americans  just 
accept.    He   begins   to  ask   himself. 


"Why  are  they  doing  this  and  why  are 
they  doing  that?" 

Dan  and  his  wife  Denise  questioned 
themselves.  They  did  have  a  new 
perspective  and  concern  for  America, 
especially  American  churches.  What 
could  they  do  being  almost  outsiders? 

"We  can  act  as  a  thermometer 
measuring  the  temperature  of  com- 
mitment,   because    we   are    not    in- 


We're  afraid  to  share  our 
faith  because  people 
will  think  we're  nuts. 
It's  a  sign  that  we  are 
not  really  convicted  and 
not  living  our  faith;  we 
have  lost  our  first  love." 

volved  in  the  churches.  Coming  from 
another  environment,  in  many  cases 
we  are  able  to  see  more  clearly  what 
is  happening.  Most  people  don't  want 


a  missionary  to  come  home  and  say 
things  they  perceive  as  being  critical." 

But  the  Ramseys  care.  They  want  to 
see  a  revival  among  the  people  in  the 
Grace  Brethren  churches. 

"We  noticed  a  great  emphasis  upon 
self  sufficiency  through  Christ's  help. 
with  the  most  emphasis  on  'my  suffi- 
ciency' and  'myself.'  'I  am  competent 
because  Christ  makes  me  competent.' 
That's  fine,  except  more  emphasis 
seems  to  be  on  the  personal  fulfill- 
ment and  'me'  aspect  instead  of  look- 
ing to  God  and  being  dependent  upon 
Him.  That  means  as  we  become  pro- 
sperous, we  begin  to  turn  inward  and 
do  not  look  at  the  needs  of  others." 

American  society  is  falling  apart. 
Christians  are  responding  to  that,  but 
they  are  bringing  in  Christian 
schools.  Christian  radio  stations, 
Christian  magazines.  Christian  TV. 
Christian  aerobics-everything  you 
name  has  "Christian"  on  it.  This  is 
not  necessarily  bad,  but  the  church 
is  beginning  to  turn  inward. 

"We're  spending  all  our  money  on 
fulfilling  ourselves,  making  ourselves 
more  complete  in  Christ.  I  believe  we 
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we  have  lost  the  whole  missions 
aspect,  the  service  aspect.  And  when 
one  studies  the  Great  Commission,  he 
sees  Jesus  did  not  ask  us  to  feel  fulfill- 
ed first  and  then  serve.  He  told  us, 
based  upon  the  people  and  their  con- 
dition   at    that    moment,    'Go    and 


Many  people  in  America 
do  not  see  the  church  as 
place  where  they  can 
minister  or  be  used.  The 
emphasis  is  on  what  the 
church  does  for  the 
individual. 

make  disciples  of  all  men,'  which  is  a 
command  for  everyone  to  follow." 

People  are  enjoying  their  lives 
pricked  with  a  small  dose  of  Christian 
influence  and  Christian  feel.  They're 
not  sold  out  for  God. 

Dan's  grey  eyes  cloud  with  concern. 


"People  are  enjoying  their  church 
and  they  are  enjoying  the  wonderful 
messages  on  Sunday,  but  somehow 
they  are  not  reaching  their  neighbors. 
I  really  believe  when  you  are  revived, 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  is  working  in 
your  life,  you  can  hardly  wait  to  tell 
the  next  person  about  what  God  has 
done.  You  are  motivated  in  all  of  your 
thoughts  and  all  of  your  actions  to 
reach  out  to  people,  to  glorify  God  in 
everything  you  say  and  do.  You're  go- 
ing to  start  touching  people,  because 
they  are  going  to  notice  it  in  your  life." 

In  the  average  church,  there  seems 
to  be  little  difference  between  the 
church  members  and  the  rest  of  the 
people  in  the  world,  except  they  at- 
tend church.  "Now  I'm  not  talking 
about  someone  in  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  and  Tina  Turner,"  Dan  smiles. 
"But  I  am  talking  about  a  good  moral 
non-Christian  and  moral  Christian  - 
there  is  no  tell-tale  sign,  no  definite 
characteristic  that  Christians  are  dif- 
ferent from  non-Christians.  We're 
afraid  to  share  our  faith  because  peo- 
ple will  think  we're  nuts.  It's  a  sign 


that  we  are  not  really  convicted  and 
not  living  our  faith;  we  have  lost  our 
first  love." 

Dan  compares  it  to  a  marriage. 

"A  man.  when  he  is  first  married, 
is  madly  in  love  with  his  wife.  He 
wants  everybody  to  meet  her.  Why? 
Because  he  is  proud  of  her  and  he 
loves  her.  After  they  live  together  four 
or  five  years,  it  seems  to  die  off.  He 
forgets  to  introduce  his  wife  or  she  is 
not  all  that  important  to  him 
anymore.  She's  just  there.  That's  the 
way  many  Christians  are  today.  There 
is  a  need  for  revival.  Christians  have 
turned  inward  and  need  to  start  to 
look  outward  again." 

Revival.  What  is  it  going  to  take?  It 
begins  with  an  attitude  of  prayer. 

"It  must  be  ingrained  in  our  minds 
that  we  can  do  nothing  without 
Christ.  He  is  our  motivating  force. 
Although  He  makes  us  sufficient 
because  Christ  died  on  the  cross,  we 
need  to  see  ourselves  as  very  insuffi- 
cient. That  means  we  have  to  rely  on 
God  to  accomplish  the  tasks  that  He 
has  asked  us  to  do.  That  forces  us  to 
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The  attitude  of  church  worship 
in  Germany  is  somewhat 
different  from  Americans. 


get  on  our  knees  because  we  realize 
unless  He  helps  us.  we're  not  going  to 
be  able  to  do  it." 

"The  first  thing  a  person  can  do  to 
help  start  revival  is  to  contact  others 
in  the  church  and  meet  for  prayer. 
Ask  fellow  church  members  to  set  a 
weekly  specific  time  to  pray  together 
apart  from  the  prayer  meeting." 

It  could  take  20  years  of  groups 
praying  before  revival  happens.  Then 
again,  it  might  not.  The  major  prob- 
lem is  that  most  people  give  up 
because  they  don't  see  anything 
happen. 

"I'm  guilty  of  that.  I  see  people  on 


the  field  that  I  want  to  come  to  Christ. 
I  witness  to  them  once  or  twice  or 
three  times,  and  when  they  don't  res- 
pond, I  tend  to  write  them  off.  Even- 
tually I  see  them  and  I  ask  myself  how 
come  they  weren't  saved." 

We  need  to  encourage  more  and 
more  people  that  God  desires  us  to 
humble  ourselves  before  Him.  When 
we  do  that.  He  will  revive  us  and 
forgive  us  our  sins. 

If  we  are  committing  ourselves  to 
prayer,  we  are  taking  our  eyes  off  the 
world  and  off  our  big  churches,  which 
we  depend  upon,  and  we're  beginning 
to  look  at  God.  We  are  asking  Him  to 


do  something  we  can't  do. 

Dan's  earnestness  is  apparent  as  he 
talks  about  revival.  It's  not  something 
for  "those  people"  or  "that  group"  or 
"just  people  in  America"  -  it's  for 
everyone.  It  is  very  personal. 

Never  has  there  been  a  revival  in 
church  history  that  did  not  begin 
with  prayer  and  reading  God's  Word. 

Too  often  we  feel  certain  men  are 
able  to  preach  the  gospel  and  certain 
men  to  just  listen.  We  believe  that  we 
don't  have  the  education  to  determine 
what  the  Bible  says.  This  discourages 
a  lot  of  people.  If  any  changes  are  go- 
ing to  be  seen  in  their  lives,  there  has 


I 


pftfor 


chuech- 


1 1  takes  people  to  plant  a 
church  .  .  .  and  prayer. 

Our  community  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  was  full  of  people,  so  we 
began  to  provide  the  prayer.  We  (the 
Futches,  Alice  Peacock,  and  the 
Nairns)  prayed  a  lot.  asking  friends  in 
the  States  to  join  us. 

As  a  team  we  began  to  plan  our 
strategy  for  winning  people  to  Christ. 
Realistic  goals  helped  us  as  we 
employed  various  methods  of 
evangelism  and  outreach  ministries. 

We  kept  on  praying. 

Argentines  began  to  respond  to 
God's  Word.  Lives  changed  and  their 
friends  noticed. 

At  first,  the  group  met  in  our  home. 
Within  a  few  weeks,  we  rented  a  store 
front  building  on  the  main  business 
street  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
group  began  to  grow. 

We  kept  on  praying.  And  the  Argen- 
tines joined  us.  Soon  things  began  to 
happen. 

Each  Sunday  morning  at  10  a.m. 
we  met  for  Bible  study.  A  special  class 
for  children  met  while  the  youth  and 
adults  joined  together.  The  main  wor- 
ship service  was  in  the  evening. 

Now.  new  converts  are  being  disci- 
pled  and,  of  course,  currently  are  at 
different  levels  of  maturity.  Some  are 
very  faithful,  while  others  need 
prodded  along.  All  continually  bathed 
in  prayer. 

In   October    1985,   our  first   bap- 
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to  be  prayer  and  the  reading  of  the 
Word. 

"If  you're  turning  inward  as  you 
pray,  you  say,  'I  need  to  grow  more 
here,'  or  'I  need  to  know  more  about 
that.'  That's  good,  you  need  to  see 
where  your  weaknesses  are.  But 
remember  that  when  Jesus  looked 
over  Jerusalem,  He  wept.  He  saw  the 
need." 

We  have  to  be  willing  to  look  and 
see  our  neighbors  and  friends  and 
reach  out  to  them  instead  of  saying, 
"Boy,  that  guy  is  a  real  mess,"  or 
"Look  how  he  treats  his  family,"  or 
"Look  how  he  dresses."  We  need  to 


tismal  service  took  place,  and 
believers  soon  will  participate  in  our 
first  three-fold  communion  service. 

We  have  no  "official"  members  or 
trained  Argentine  leadership,  so  the 
group  meets  under  the  name  of  our 
mission.  We  are  anxious  to  see  church 
planting  quickly,  yet  it  is  often  a  slow, 
continuing  process  that  needs  much 
care  and  even  more  prayer. 

When  we  left  for  furlough,  our 
group  of  people  consisted  of  all  ages 
who  truly  love  the  Lord  and  are  eager 
to  reach  others.  They  want  to  share 
what  they  have  discovered  with 
neighbors,  friends,  and  relatives. 

That's  how  a  church  is  planted  -- 
people,  prayer,  and  more  prayer. 

HERgLD 


Stan  and  Betty  Nairn  and  their 
two  children  Jacquelin  and  Scott, 
recently  completed  their  first  term 
of  service  in  Argentina.  They  will 
be  visiting  many  churches  and 
sharing  about  their  ministry. 


love  these  people  and  see  them  as 
Jesus  sees  them  and  reach  out. 

We  think  we  can  somehow  win  the 
world  by  being  like  the  world.  We 
need  to  be  a  part  of  the  world,  but 
they  have  to  see  something  that  is  dif- 
ferent and  vibrant. 

Evangelism  and  an  expanded  world 
vision  would  be  a  result  of  revival. 
"You  can't  help  it  -  you'll  want  to  tell 
people.  When  we  have  been  revived  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  have  our 
dependence  upon  God,  we  will  im- 
mediately turn  attention  to  those 
things  which  Jesus  has  commanded 
us  to  do.  And  the  very  first  command 
is  to  go." 

Today's  statistics  show  missions  are 
supported  and  staffed  predominantly 
from  the  United  States.  "If  this  coun- 
try would  be  motivated  to  pray,  we 
would  see  more  and  more  things  hap- 
pen overseas." 

Dan  is  convinced  that  the  victories 
our  missionaries  have  seen  in  Ger- 
many are  a  result  of  prayer  at  home. 

"I  believe  some  of  the  victories  we 
have  seen  in  Leonberg  in  the  last  two 
years  are  the  result  of  WMC  ladies 
who  just  won't  give  up  and  just  keep 


The  emphasis  in 
Germany  is  more  on 
worship  instead  of 
entertainment. 

praying.  Just  think  what  it  would  be 
like  if  the  men  prayed  as  well  (the 
ladies  are  always  willing  to  pray).  If 
you  could  get  the  men  involved,  that 
would  dramatically  change  things 
overseas." 

"First  of  all,  we'd  see  our  personnel 
double  because  people  would  want  to 
be  in  on  the  action.  Second,  we  would 
have  a  whole  bunch  of  people  here  at 
home  who  are  so  excited  about  their 
faith,  they  would  be  sharing  Christ. 
Home  Missions  would  be  going  wild 
because  there  would  be  more  and 
more  people  coming  into  churches. 
The  missions  phase  would  grow 
because  the  home  churches  would  be 
growing  and  more  missionaries  could 
be  supported.  In  addition  to  seeing 
more  Christians  here,  we  would  see 


the  financial  support  and  prayer  sup- 
port for  the  missionaries  grow 
tremendously." 

When  Christians  get  involved  in 
service,  they  are  going  to  see  God's 
views  and  get  His  blessings.  Yet  many 
people  in  America  do  not  see  the 
church  as  a  place  where  they  can 
minister  or  be  used.  The  emphasis  is 
on  what  the  church  does  for  the 
individual. 

"It  seems  that  if  the  speaker  is  not 
good  or  entertaining  or  if  he  has  not 
really  blessed  them,  Americans  will 
find  someplace  else  in  town  where  the 
entertainment  level  is  better." 

The  emphasis  in  Germany  is  more 
on  worship  instead  of  entertainment. 
The  hymns  are  sometimes  like 
funeral  dirges  -  slow  and  draggy  -  yet 
there  is  a  quietness  and  a  reverence 
among  the  Europeans,  even  the  un- 
saved ones. 

"When  you  walk  into  the  typical 
American  Grace  Brethren  church, 
what  do  people  do  until  it's  time  for 
service  to  start?  Talk  about  everything 
under  the  sun.  I  do  it,  too." 

German  people  will  fellowship  a 
long  time  afterwards,  but  when  they 
walk  into  that  worship  service,  it's 
time  to  worship  God.  There  is  an  at- 
titude of  reverence.  In  many  cases 
American  churches  come  together 
with  the  purpose  of  worship,  but  the 
people's   thoughts   are   not   concen- 
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trated  on  God.  Everybody  is  too  busy 
listening  to  the  pretty  songs  and  the 
good  speaker  without  hearing  what  is 
said. 

"The  one  thing  I  really  appreciate 
about  the  Germans  is  although  I  do 
get  criticism  for  my  language  once  in 
a  while,  they  will  sit  in  a  Sunday 
morning  service  and  endure  a  poorly- 
spoken  German  message.  Afterwards 


Being  involved  in  every 
church  activity  doesn't 
necessarily  mean 
dependence  on  God. 

they  will  come  up  and  thank  me  and 
say,  'The  Lord  really  spoke  to  me.'" 

True  worship  of  God  will  lead  to 
revival.  When  contemplating  and 
praising  and  thanking  God  for  who 
He  is,  a  person  sees  his  inadequacies. 
He  realizes  that  he  can  do  nothing 
apart  from  God. 

Being  involved  in  every  church  ac- 
tivity doesn't  necessarily  mean 
dependence  on  God.  Many  church 
members  feel  that  if  they  are  at- 
tending various  services  and  are  sing- 
ing in  the  choir  (which  is  beyond  the 
call  of  duty),  then  they  are  fulfilling 
everything  that  God  requires  of  them. 

Dan  remembers  how  he  and  Denise 
felt  after  their  arrival  in  Germany, 
"One  thing  that  shocked  us  and  was 
hard  for  us  to  handle  was  the  fact  that 
Germans  didn't  have  programs  in 
their  churches.  There  was  nothing  to 


do  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Friday  or  Saturday  night.   We  just 


"Revival  begins  through 
prayer.  You  can't  make  a 
revival  --  it  has  to  come 
from  God." 

couldn't  believe  that  any  church  could 
be  so  primitive  as  to  only  have  wor- 
ship service  and  prayer  meeting." 

"We  were  used  to  having  our  week 
full.  In  Germany,  there  was  nothing 
else  for  us  to  do  but  to  become  in- 
volved with  unsaved  people  because 
we  couldn't  be  with  Christians  all 
week  long.  In  the  States,  there  were 
times  we  never  even  saw  non-Chris- 
tians because  we  had  our  week  plan- 
ned full  of  Christian  activities  that 
were  supposed  to  build  us  up,  but 
basically  left  us  with  no  time  for  con- 
tact with  unsaved  friends." 

In  Germany,  Dan  and  Denise  meet 
unsaved  people  everyday.  And  it's 
through  people  praying  everywhere, 
that  will  cause  folks  to  see  Christ. 

The  Ramseys  are  praying  for  revival 
in  America  and  Germany.  What  will 
make  it  happen? 

"Revival  begins  through  prayer.  You 
can't  make  a  revival  -  it  has  to  come 
from  God."   nmgu> 


Dan  and  Denise  Ramsey  are 
from  Canton.  Ohio,  and  have 
just  completed  their  first  term  of 
service  in  West  Germany.  The 
Ramseys  work  in  a  team 
ministry  in  Leonberg  with  Dave 
and  Kathy  Manduka.  Daughters 
Sara  and  Kristina  help  liven  the 
Ramsey  household. 

Nora  Macon  is  the  Publications 
Coordinator  for  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions,  where  she  has 
worked  for  the  past  eight  years. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Grace  Col- 
lege and  lives  in  Winona  Lake. 
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by  SONNY  THAYER 
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'  Je_emed  like  more  peop^^pre 

>?r.:Sorts  with  one  another  (fian 

^'h&&:been  in  the  past.  It  was  very 

jl^       serious  for  the  stability  of  our  church. 

'!*'  I  was  trying  to  find  some  way  to 

discover  peace.  Our  church  had  big 

j*$!£|"dreams  and  a  vision  that  was  before 

*fei.y>  us.  Suddenly,  it  seemed  like  we  were 

r*     losing  our  foresight.  Many  of  us  got  a 

desperate,   hopeless   feeling.   Would 

,        ,;ou,r  church  make  it? 

One  Saturday,  I  called  a  few  church 


hopefully  seek  a  solution.  As  a  result 
of  that  prayer  meeting  we  all  felt  bet- 
ter, but  frankly,  that  was  all. 

The  next  morning  was  Sunday  and 
I  was  speaking  to  my  associate  con- 
cerning the  sermon.  It  was  one  of  a 


series  on  the  life  of  Christ.  We  talked 
about  His  prayer  ministry.  Roger,  my 
associate,  said  "Really,  you  and  I 
ought  to  meet  for  prayer  on  this." 

We  had  been  praying  separately, 
but  had  never  combined  forces  other 
than  the  day  before.  "Let's  meet  every 
morning,  seven  days  a  week  to  pray 
just  for  revival  for  our  church,"  he 
suggested. 

I  thought  it  was  such  a  simple  solu- 
tion it  had  to  be  the  right  one.  So  we 
agreed  to  meet. 

It  was  almost  time  for  the  service  to 
begin.  As  I  went  downstairs.  Roger 
asked  me,  "Why  don't  you  open  the 
doors  and  let  anyone  come  who  wants 
to  pray  for  revival?" 

I  really  didn't  think  anyone  would 
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It  is  exciting  to  see  the  Lord's 
work  being  accomplished  just  by 
a  little  personal  sacrifice. 


be  interested.  A  special  prayer 
meeting  would  give  the  suggestion  we 
were  having  problems.  I  passed  it  off 
as  not  a  good  idea. 

But  halfway  through  the  sermon  I 
changed  my  mind.  I  started  believing. 
As  a  result,  at  the  end  of  the  service 
I  invited  everyone  to  meet  with  us.  1 
announced  we  would  be  meeting  at 
5:00  a.m.  to  8:00  a.m.  They  could 
come  and  go  as  their  jobs  required. 

I  didn't  expect  anyone  except  Roger. 
I  knew  he  would  come  --  I  knew  his 


Early  morning  prayer 
does  change  your 
lifestyle. 

heart.  However,  one  couple  (who  hap- 
pen to  be  deacon  and  deaconess) 
came  to  me  before  the  altar  call  was 
over,  "We  want  you  to  know,  we  will 
be  here  tomorrow." 

The  next  morning  I  was  expecting 
Roger,  the  deacon  and  deaconess,  and 
myself.  To  make  a  long  story  short.  25 
people  met  for  prayer. 

Since  that  time  we  meet  every 
morning  at  5:00  a.m.  We  haven't 
missed  a  day  -  seven  days  a  week, 
even  Sunday  mornings. 

We  are  having  a  revival.  It's  work- 
ing according  to  the  Lord's  method 
and  not  ours. 

At  one  point  we  thought  the  Lord 
was  going  to  do  some  stupendous 
thing  --  some  Sunday  morning 
everyone  was  going  to  come  forward 
at  the  altar  call.  Now  that  hasn't  hap- 
pened, it's  been  this  individual  and 
that  individual,  one  family  and  that 
young  person  and  so  forth.  It's  been 
a  consistent  working  in  individual 
hearts. 

Morning  prayer  meeting  is  the  on- 
ly thing  different  about  our  church. 
We  didn't  stop  preaching  the  Word  or 
having  regular  church  services.  Our 
morning  prayer  time  is  the  one  thing 
different. 

I  am  convinced  as  we  have  been 
studying  revival,  it  is  a  work  of  prayer. 
It's  not  a  work  of  preaching,  although 
the  Bible  has  a  lot  to  do  with  it,  but 
for  us  it  is  a  work  of  prayer. 

People  whose  attitudes  were  really 


dangerous,  sowing  rumors,  have  since 
repented.  This  seems  to  be  what 
revival  is  all  about  -  the  gift  of 
repentance. 

These  folks  have  done  so  without 
confrontation  or  church  council  or 
scathing  sermons  directed  towards 
them.  There  is  only  one  explanation: 
people  have  been  moved  by  the  Spirit 
of  God. 

Many  tears  have  been  shed  and 
public  decisions  made.  Members  have 
gone  to  other  people's  homes  during 
the  week  (without  being  instructed  by 
me  or  some  committee)  to  seek 
forgiveness  and  to  restore  relation- 
ships. This  hasn't  just  happened  in 
one  or  two  cases,  it's  been  going  on  for 
months  and  is  continuing  to  happen. 

The  church  is  really  showing  vitali- 
ty. People  are  accepting  Christ,  atten- 
dance is  on  the  upswing  in  our  ser- 
vices, and  the  overall  spirit  is  positive. 

It's  like  day  and  night  in  the  at- 
titude and  direction  of  the  church.  We 
had  a  stymied  spirit  that  was  quench- 
ing the  Holy  Spirit  and  making  it  dif- 
ficult to  preach.  The  difference  is  the 
daily  prayer  meeting  which  focuses 
entirely  on  seeking  the  Lord  to  send 
revival  to  each  person  in  the  church. 

We  discovered  in  the  example  of  the 
Lord's  prayer  ministry,  it  was  very 
common  for  Him  to  pray  all  night  or 
to  get  up  very  early  in  the  morning 
and  pray.  When  He  had  special  deci- 
sions, such  as  when  He  chose  the  12, 


He  was  on  the  mountain  all  night 
praying. 

Our  early  morning  meeting  is  for 
group  prayer.  A  number  of  promises 
in  the  Bible  relate  to  Christians  pray- 
ing together  --  the  presence  of  the 


It  is  important  pastors 
face  their  responsibility 
to  a  prayer  ministry. 

Lord  being  there  and  the  agreement 
of  those  gathered  bringing  approval 
from  the  Lord. 

Early  morning  prayer  does  change 
your  lifestyle.  People  can't  burn  the 
candle  at  both  ends.  They  can't  get  up 
for  a  5:00  a.m.  prayer  meeting  and  go 
to  bed  at  midnight.  We  have  had  peo- 
ple who  have  gotten  sick  or  fallen 
asleep  at  work.  We  have  had  to  make 
the  kind  of  commitment  that  changes 
our  lives. 

I  don't  have  a  formula.  I  don't  think 
5:00  a.m.  is  magic  or  is  the  answer. 
I  don't  think  group  meetings  of  seven 
days  a  week  is  the  answer.  However, 
God's  Word  tells  us  the  effects  of  fer- 
vent prayer  of  righteous  people.  There 
has  to  be  cleansing.  The  people  have 
to  deal  with  their  sins.  With  that  kind 
of  prayer,  look  out,  because  much  of 
what  you  dreamed  about  and  wanted 
for  your  church  is  going  to  happen. 


Rev.  Sonny  Thayer  is  PasLor 
of  the  Marion  Avenue  Grace 
Brethren  Church.  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
His  church  has  been  very  active  in 
missions  and  was  the  recipient  of 
the  1985  Missions  Church  of  the 
Year  award.  Grace  Brethren  Foreign 
Missions  is  thankful  for  support 
from  churches  like  this  one. 
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During  those  three  hours,  we  pray. 
We  don't  waste  time  by  sitting  and 
talking  to  each  other.  We  don't  take  re- 
quests. We  simply  pray.  We  don't  read 
Scripture,  although  sometimes 
someone  will  mention  a  verse  in  his 
prayer. 

Sometimes  we  don't  know  specific 
needs.  We  are  reminded  and  pray  for 
those  hospitalized  and  those  out  of 
work.  Essentially,  we  pray  for  a  revival 
and  for  the  Lord  to  bless  and  en- 
courage the  congregation. 

Using  our  church  directory,  every 
single  person  in  our  church  is  prayed 
for.  It  is  a  great  unifying  factor.  As 
easy  as  it  sounds,  I  didn't  pray  for 


Zl 


An  attitude  difference 
involves  our  point  of 
view  on  missions,  both 
home  and  foreign.  It's  a 
part  of  revival. 

every  single  person  in  our  church, 
everyday,  until  we  began  our  morning 
prayer  time. 

In  our  mind,  it  is  a  permanent 
ministry.  Yet,  we  have  to  be  careful  not 
to  make  the  ongoing  prayer  meetings 
sound  like  the  "holy"  ministry  of  the 
church.  Some  people  cannot  attend  at 
that  hour  or  on  a  regular  basis.  We 
can't  brand  them  as  being 
"unspiritual." 

Looking  at  the  average  American's 
schedule,  there  are  limits  to  when 
people  are  able  to  come,  especially  if 
you  are  considering  a  regimen  which 
continues  day  after  day.  Five  a.m.  is 
best  for  us,  but  it  isn't  for  everyone. 

Yet  everyone  should  be  involved  in 
a  prayer  ministry.  Many  of  us  are  most 
effective  in  a  closet  prayer  meeting. 
We  have  people  who  are  involved  in 
vital  prayer  ministries  who  do  not  at- 
tend the  morning  prayer  meeting. 

However,  anyone  can  come  as  often 
as  he  wishes  -  once  a  week  or  seven 
days  a  week.  It  does  not  make  any  dif- 
ference. Everyone  is  down  on  his 
knees  or  sitting  in  the  pew.  Eyes  aren't 
open.  No  records  are  kept. 

It  is  important  pastors  face  their 
responsibility  to  a  prayer  ministry.  It's 


a  fantastic  encouragement  to  a  pastor 
to  be  involved  in  a  meaningful  prayer 
ministry  that  locks  forces  with  other 
committed  folks.  People  in  our  chur- 
ches need  to  join  forces  with  their 
pastor  and  need  to  be  involved  in  a 
meaningful  prayer  group  and  prayer 
meeting. 

Certain  people  have  a  great  prayer 
ministry.  It  took  a  crisis  for  us  to 
discover  these  people  and  let  them 
work  together. 

The  Lord  has  honored  our  commit- 
ment by  constant,  overwhelming 
answers  to  prayer.  Everyday 
something  comes  to  my  attention 
that  I  know  is  a  direct  answer  to 
prayer  in  our  church.  It  is  really 
exciting. 

I  don't  want  to  sound  as  though  our 
church  has  reached  the  pinnacle.  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  this  revival. 
Rumors  and  insurrection  still  exist, 
but  to  a  diminished  extent. 

Our  spiritual  light  is  much  brighter. 
We  were  not  reaching  out  to  the  com- 
munity when  problems  were  brewing. 
Now  we  are  into  evangelistic  meetings 


and  evangelistic  outreaches.  People 
are  being  saved.  We  are  praising  the 
Lord  for  His  faithfulness  to  us.  There 
is  no  doubt  we  are  doing  the  Great 
Commission  again.  Our  hearts  are 
back  in  perspective  for  our  purpose  of 
being  here. 

The  cold-heartedness  and  the 
callousness  to  the  world's  needs  are 
a  reflection  in  our  American  churches 
of  a  need  for  revival.  If  we  are  not  car- 
ing for  each  other,  we  certainly  aren't 
going  to  have  concern  in  our  hearts 
for  the  needs  of  the  people  outside  our 
church  and  outside  our  country.  An 
attitude  difference  involves  our  point 
of  view  on  missions,  both  home  and 
foreign.  Our  prayer  ministry  has 
enlarged  our  hearts  for  world  mis- 
sions. It's  a  part  of  revival. 

People  are  listening  when  our  mis- 
sionaries speak  and  are  reading 
materials  that  have  been  provided. 
People  haven't  paid  attention  to  these 
messages  in  the  past,  and  are  thrilled 
about  all  the  things  available  to  them. 
The  difference  is  attitude. 

Revival  isn't  the  result  of  an  electri- 
fying service  with  beautiful  music 
and  good  speaking.  For  our  church 
it's  the  result  of  prayer.  And  it's  a  great 
feeling!  hwbld 
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Marriages 

Maryland,  Temple  Hills:  Debbie  Pillard 
and  Mike  Schwenk,  October  5,  1985. 
Service  performed  by  Pastor  Wagner 
and  Father  Paul  Dudziak. 
Maryland,  Temple  Hills:  Julie  Pasternak 
and  Jeff  Youmans,  October  12,  1985. 
Ceremony  performed  by  Pastor  Dixon. 
Virginia,  Roanoke:  Diedra  White  and 
Mark  Ellis,  November  23,  1985.  Pastor 
Ron  Thompson,  Patterson  Memorial 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  assisted  in  the 
ceremony. 

Ohio,  Mifflin:  Sue  Plair  and  Ty  Hickson, 
November  2,  1985. 

California,  La  Verne:  Marycarol  Orliena 
and  Dennis  Hunt,  November  23,  1985. 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Alaska,  Kenai:  Sharon  Knepper  and 
Thorn  Rowe,  August  17,  1985. 
Alaska,  Kenai:  Heather  Snyder  and 
Ryan  Patrick,  July  20,  1985. 
Pennsylvania,  Johnstown:  Cathy  Rough 
and  Todd  Bates,  November  2,  1985. 
Pastor  Don  Rough  and  Pastor  Robert 
Crees  (father  and  grandfather  of  the 
bride,  respectively)  officiated.  Riverside 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Telford:  Anne  Lohse  and 
Ronald  Diehl,  July  20,  1985.  Penn 
Valley,  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Pastor 
Roger  Wambold. 

Pennsylvania,  Telford:  Sharon  Kearns 
and  Eddie  J.  Steam,  October  18,  1985. 
Penn  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Pastor  Roger  Wambold. 
Pennsylvania,  Telford:  Lorraine  Hinkle 
and  Eddie  Stern,  December  21,  1985. 
Penn  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Pastor  Roger  Wambold. 


Deaths 

Alaska,  Kenai:  Irwin,  William  E.,  31. 

October  15,  1985.  Kenai  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Virginia,  Roanoke:  Austin,  Bertha  May, 

85.  November  8,  1985.  Patterson 

Memorial  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Virginia,  Roanoke:  Martin,  Herbert  G., 


87.  September  23,  1985.  Patterson 
Memorial  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
California,  Sacramento:  Ruble,  Orris 
"Woody",  71,  December  3,  1985.  River 
City  Grace  Community  Church,  Pastor 
Tom  Lynn. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Indiana:  Dedication  services  were  held 
December  1,  1985  at  the  Columbia  City 
Grace  Brethren  Church  to  commemorate 
the  remodeling  of  the  facilities.  Guest 
speakers  were  Rev.  Richard  Grant 
(former  pastor  of  the  Columbia  City 
Grace  Brethren  Church)  and  evangelist, 
Rev.  Bill  Smith.  Robert  A.  Ashman, 
Pastor. 

Virginia:  The  Patterson  Memorial  Grace 
Brethren  Church  suffered  minor  water 
damage  due  to  the  "worst  flood  in  the 
history  of  the  city,"  in  early  November 
1985. 

Indiana:  WMC  sessions  at  the  1986 
National  Conference,  Winona  Lake,  In- 
diana, will  be  special.  An  exciting  pro- 
gram designed  to  involve  many  women 
is  being  planned.  In  the  afternoon,  a 
mini-conference  will  deal  with  some  of 
the  emotional  needs  of  women.  Plan  to 
attend  this  year's  National  Conference. 
Argentina:  is  presently  experiencing  a 
tremendous  surge  of  Pentacostalism. 
Healing  campaigns  are  on  the  increase 
as  the  people  are  opening  up,  looking 
for  new  spiritual  answers.  Some 
evangelicals  are  being  caught  up  in  the 
movement.  The  Lord  has  a  large  job  for 
Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions  in 
Argentina. 

Indiana:  Grace  College  Homecoming, 
October  18-20,  1985,  featured  a  Michael 
Card  concert,  mud  Olympics,  the  soc- 
cer game  and  a  banquet  under  the 
theme  "Savannah  Sunset."  Jacqeline 
Julien  was  crowned  queen.  Her  atten- 
dants were  seniors  Rachel  Clark  and 
Sharon  Johnson;  Junior,  Terry  Oakley; 
and  Freshman,  Amanda  Sweigart.  Tom 
and  Doris  Julien,  parents  of  the  queen, 
were  named  Parents  of  the  Year. 
Mexico:  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 


sions has  channeled  $3500  in  RAB 
funds  to  help  with  the  earthquake 
disaster  in  Mexico  City.  MAP  Interna- 
tional has  utilized  these  funds  to  help 
cover  the  cost  of  over  $1.1  million 
worth  of  critical  medicines  and  supplies 
airlifted  to  the  stricken  area.  Even 
though  several  of  our  members  were  on 
the  subway  in  the  hit  area,  no  one  from 
our  Grace  Brethren  Church  was  directly 
affected  by  the  quake. 
Indiana:  The  Grace  College  and 
Theological  Seminary  Annual  Missionary 
Conference  held  October  25-28,  1985 
featured  speakers  Dr.  Ray  Chester  and 
Dr.  Charles  Piegrass.  Also  present  at  the 
conference,  for  consultation,  were  30 
missionaries  representing  16  mission 
boards. 

Ohio:  A  memorial  fund  has  been 
established  by  the  family  of  Freda 
Kliever  to  provide  an  annual  scholarship 
for  some  worthy  student  of  missions  at 
Grace  Schools.  Gifts  can  be  sent  to 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  P.O.  Box  43, 
Middlebranch,  Ohio  44652,  where  the 
fund  is  being  administered. 

Florida:  The  Ocala  Grace  Brethren 
Church  honored  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
Kriegbaum  on  November  24,  1985  for 
having  served  as  interim  pastor  for 
three  years  without  remuneration. 
Pastor  Kriegbaum  will  conclude  his 
ministry  on  February  1,  1986.  Pastor 
"Chuck"  and  Millie  Davis  will  assume 
the  responsibilities. 
Indiana:  The  largest  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions  Candidate  School 
began  December  30,  1985,  in  Winona 
Lake,  Indiana.  Thirty-one  candidates  at- 
tended classes  dealing  with  missions 
policy,  financial  matters  and  practical 
helps.  Running  for  two  weeks,  Can- 
didate School  is  a  required  step  in  the 
process  of  becoming  a  missionary. 
Most  of  the  candidates  will  be  given  ap- 
pointee status  in  the  next  two  years. 

Minnesota:  CE's  1986  Brethren  National 
Youth  Conference  will  be  held  at  Bemidji 
State  University  in  Bemidji,  Minnesota, 
August  9-15.  The  University  is  located 
on  the  picturesque  shores  of  Lake 
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Bemidji.  Cost  for  the  week  is  $185  per 
person.  June  15  is  the  registration 
deadline;  $85  is  due. 
Indiana:  Dr.  Herman  A.  Hoyt  received 
the  distinct  privilege  of  having  a  special 
edition  of  the  Grace  Theological  Journal 
done  in  his  honor.  Commemorating  on 
November  15,  1985  in  a  chapel  service 
at  the  Seminary,  were  speakers  Dr. 
Homer  A.  Kent,  President  of  Grace 
Schools,  and  Dr.  James  L.  Boyle,  friend 
and  former  associate. 
West  Germany:  Two  new  TIME  workers 
began  serving  in  West  Germany  this 
month.  Lori  Baeyens,  Long  Beach,  CA, 
GBC,  serves  as  a  secretary  to  Roger 
Peugh  in  Stuttgart.  Karen  Williams, 
North  Long  Beach,  CA,  GBC  assists 
David  Manduka  as  his  secretary  in 
Leonburg.  Both  intend  to  serve  one 
year.  TIME  workers  currently  on  the 
field  include:  Mary  Royer,  CAR;  Dale 
and  Ginny  Knepper,  CAR;  and  Joyce 
Wenger,  Navajo  Mission. 
Pennsylvania:  The  Western  PA  District 
Missions  has  begun  a  Bible  Study  on 
Thursday  evenings  in  Greensburg,  PA. 
Anyone  interested  may  contact  Pastor 
Charles  M.  Martin,  Rd.  7,  Box  242, 
Johnstown,  PA  15905;  or  call 
814-288-4045. 


Tom  Julien  gives  a  report  at  the  "Union  des 
Eglises  Evangelilques  des  Freres." 

France:  On  June  16,  1985,  delegates  of 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Chalon 
and  the  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Macon  met  together  to  form  the  "Union 


des  Eglises  Evangelilques  des  Freres" 
(Fellowship  of  French  Grace  Brethren 
Churches).  As  the  culmination  of  six 
years  of  work,  the  event  established  a 
bond  between  the  churches.  How  effec- 
tively the  churches  will  work  together  to 
plant  other  churches  is  a  test  of  the 
fellowship's  value.  The  two  French  or- 
dained elders,  Gerard  Sangoy  of  Macon 
and  Michel  Molliard  of  Chalon,  signed 
the  document  bringing  the  fellowship  in- 
to existence. 


World  News 

World  by  2000:  On  September  10,  1985 
the  presidents  of  FEBC,  HCJB  and  TWR, 
the  three  largest  international  christian 
radio  organizations,  agreed  on  a  plan  to 
make  the  Gospel  available  to  all  people. 
They  are  committed  to  provide  every 
man,  woman  and  child  on  earth  the  op- 
portunity to  hear  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  by  radio,  in  a  language  he  can 
understand,  so  that  he  can  become  a 
follower  of  Christ  and  a  responsible 
church  member.  By  working  coopera- 
tively, the  radio  organizations  hope  to 
accomplish  this  task  by  the  year  2000. 
Washington,  DC:  President  Reagan  an- 
nounced the  observance  of  the  45th 
National  Bible  Week  November 
24-December  1,  1985.  National  Bible 
Week  is  sponsored  by  the  Laymen's 
National  Bible  Committee. 
South  America:  Radio  Moscow  declared 
war  against  an  evangelical  Christian  stu- 
dent movement  in  South  America. 
Threats  were  made  against  the  "Revolu- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ,"  who  are  suc- 
cessfully evangelizing  the  major  univer- 
sity campuses  of  Chile,  Bolivia,  Uruguay 
and  Argentina.  Moscow  Radio  has  vow- 
ed to  annihilate  the  movement's  leaders. 
Washington,  DC:  The  Supreme  Court's 
decision  to  ban  the  use  of  federal  funds 
to  send  public  school  teachers  into 
parochial  schools  to  teach  remedial 
classes,  has  created  a  frustration  for 
educators.  How  are  the  educators  going 
to  provide  remedial  instruction  to  all 
students,  as  mandated  by  Congress, 
without  violating  the  Court's  edict,  by 


using  public  funds? 
Spain:  Abortion  has  become  legal  in 
Spain.  This  new  law  provides  free  abor- 
tions to  rape  victims,  to  women  whose 
pregnancies  endanger  their  lives,  and  to 
those  carrying  a  malformed  fetus.  All 
abortions  had  previously  been  illegal. 

Illinois:  Habitat  for  Humanity,  Prison 
Fellowship  and  World  Vision,  three  inter- 
national Christian  organizations,  have 
developed  a  program  to  build  single- 
family  homes  for  the  needy.  By  using 
furloughed  prisoners  from  the  Federal 
Prison,  the  program  provides  rehabilita- 
tion of  prisoners,  as  well  as  low-cost 
housing  for  the  poor. 
Tennessee,  Nashville:  According  to  a 
study  recently  compiled  at  the  Center 
for  Urban  Studies  and  Georgia  State 
University,  a  majority  of  Americans 
favor  restoration  of  prayer  in  public 
schools.  Proponents  of  a  bill  to  restore 
prayer  in  public  schools  defended  the 
issue  on  the  basis  of  Article  III  of  the 
Constitution.  The  measure  was  defeated 
in  the  U.S.  Senate  by  a  vote  of  62-36. 
West  Germany,  Bobligen:  Over  1,000 
individuals  attended  the  Second  Chris- 
tian Media  Congress.  The  thrust  of  the 
congress  was  to  ensure  that  Christian 
programs  are  truly  Christian,  and  that 
Christian  values  penetrate  the  secular 
media  as  well. 

Explo  '85:  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
initiated,  in  December  1985,  a  satellite 
teleconference  for  Christians  around  the 
world.  The  conference  was  geared 
toward  training  in  the  basics  of  Chris- 
tian living,  sharing  their  faith, 
evangelism  and  discipleship.  Originating 
in  Seoul,  Nairobi,  Manila,  Mexico  City, 
West  Berlin  and  San  Bernadino,  Califor- 
nia the  broadcasts  intended  to  give  the 
participants  a  sense  of  the  worldwide 
Christian  movement. 
Italy,  Rome:  A  Christian  television  talk 
show,  broadcast  on  all  the  major  Italian 
networks,  reaches  30,000  cities,  towns 
and  villages.  Seventy-five  percent  of  the 
people  who  respond  have  never  owned 
a  Bible.  A  free  copy  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  being  offered  to  listeners. 
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CHILD-LIKE  WISDOM 


A  hospital  is  a  good  place  for  people 
to  learn  at  least  one  lesson. 


by  ROB  WILKINS 


G 


eorge  Zemek  was  going  to 
die. 

That's  what  his  doctors  said, 
anyway.  They  had  had  a  conversation 
in  the  hallway  of  the  hospital. 

"There  is  nothing  we  can  do  to  save 
him,"  Zemek's  surgeon  told  the  other 
doctor,  a  specialist  in  internal 
medicine.  "Histoplasmosis  has  in- 
vaded his  whole  body.  What  do  you 
think  we  ought  to  do?" 

"He's  going  to  die  anyway,"  the 
other  doctor  replied,  "so  the  least  we 
can  do  is  to  let  him  die  while  we  are 
trying." 

That  conversation,  Zemek  says, 
took  place  13  years  ago. 

Dr.  George  Zemek,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  theology  and  the  Old  Testa- 
ment at  Grace  Theological  Seminary, 
carries  around  scars.  He  has  had  two 
major  surgeries  -  one  lasting  IIV2 
hours,  the  other  seven  -  to  relieve  life- 
threatening  symptoms  of  histo- 
plasmosis, an  almost-always  fatal 
disease  which  attacks  the  lymphatic 
system  and  kills  by  shutting  off  blood 
circulation.  His  body  has  been  drugg- 
ed, sliced,  probed,  pronged,  plumbed, 
split  and  rearranged. 

The  disease,   contracted  through 


contact  with  poultry  droppings,  has 
caused  him  at  times  to  feel  "like  a 
pressure  cooker  without  a  valve."  For 
nearly  seven  weeks  he  ran 
temperatures  from  102  to  105 
degrees.  Every  day  for  a  period  of 
months,  he  went  into  uncontrollable 
convulsions  during  treatment 
sessions. 

Today,  the  symptoms  have  almost 
disappeared;  the  disease  is  in 
remission. 

For  the  most  part  he  is,  by  the  grace 
of    God,     normal.     He    still    has 

I  1 

Zemek's  superior  vena 
cava  -  the  major  vein 
feeding  blood  to  his 
heart  --  was  almost  com- 
pletely blocked. 

memories,  however,  of  when  the 
disease  was  rampant. 

"I  just  revelled  in  that  time,"  Zemek 
says.  "The  ministry  I  had  that  time 
was  probably  the  most  vital  that  I'll 
ever  experience." 

The  pain,  Zemek  says,  was  very  real. 


So  was  his  dependence  on  the  Lord. 

George  Zemek  first  found  out  about 
the  disease  in  1964  while  serving  in 
the  U.S.  Navy.  Histoplasmosis  ap- 
peared on  the  X-rays.  Heavy  dark 
spots  in  his  lungs  and  chest  cavity. 
Zemek  thinks  that  he  contracted  the 
disease  a  few  years  before  while  on 
summer  breaks  from  Northern  Illi- 
nois University.  He  dug  up  fishing 
worms  near  his  uncle's  chicken  coops. 

There  is  no  known  cure  for  the 
disease.  At  the  time  of  diagnosis,  even 
treatment  of  symptoms  was  con- 
sidered life-threatening. 

The  Navy  advised  him  to  wait. 
George  Zemek,  carrying  around  a 
death  sentence  in  his  chest  cavity, 
said  he  never  thought  much  about 
mortality. 

"I  sort  of  held  to  my  dad's 
philosophy  at  the  time  that  you  were 
just  an  animal."  Zemek  says.  "It  was 
just  the  cessation  of  existence  and 
that  was  it.  I  never  really  thought 
about  it  that  much." 

For  years  and  years,  the  disease 
stayed  in  remission.  George  Zemek, 
however,  had  to  face  another  kind  of 
death. 

George  Zemek  met  the  woman  he 
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"The  ministry  I  had  that  time 
was  probably  the  most  vital  that 
I'll  ever  experience." 


was  to  marry.  She  presented  him  with 
an  attractive  lifestyle  and  a  destruc- 
tive book. 

"I  told  her  one  day  that  I'd  like  to 
have  a  Bible  to  study  it,"  Zemek  says. 
"My  internal  motivation  was  to 
destroy  it  scientifically.  As  I  set  out  to 
destroy  it,  it  kept  destroying  me." 

A  personal  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ  gave  George  new  life.  Several 
years  later,  the  disease  returned. 

Zemek  was  in  his  first  semester 
(1971)  at  Grace  Theological  Seminary 
when  he  noticed  that  his  collars 
weren't  fitting  anymore.  Veins  started 
to  bulge. 

Zemek  went  to  a  doctor.  He  went 
through  a  series  of  tests.  The  worst 
was  the  venacavogram. 

"They  cut  into  the  leg  and  thread 
a  catheter  all  the  way  to  the  heart 
area,"  Zemek  says.  "They  had  this 
great  big  syringe  that  looks  like 
something  you  use  to  put  transmis- 
sion fluid  in  your  car. 


"They  normally  pump  it  in,  but 
these  guys  -  and  they  were  strong 
men  -  couldn't  get  it  in  because  I  was 
so  plugged  up." 

In  a  tiny  office,  the  doctor  had  no 
bedside  manner.  He  said:  "This  is  ex- 
tremely serious.  Extremely." 

The  doctor  told  him  to  go  back  to 
school.  Surgery  would  be  scheduled 
for  the  summer.  A  few  days  later, 
George  Zemek  had  returned  to  the 
hospital.  Via  ambulance.  Zemek's 
superior  vena  cava  -  the  major  vein 
feeding  blood  to  his  heart  --  was 
almost  completely  blocked. 

For  seven  weeks,  the  surgery  was 
not  scheduled.  Zemek  had  caught 
pneumonia.  Finally,  the  surgery  was 
set.  10  a.m.  in  the  morning.  The  night 
before,  he  was  shaved  from  head  to 
foot.  The  surgery  was  risky  and  would 
take  about  four  hours. 

At  9:45  a.m.,  the  surgery  was 
cancelled.  Too  many  risks. 

Four  weeks  later,  the  surgery  final- 


ly took  place.  Scheduled  for  3  V2 
hours,  the  doctor  finished  11  hours 
later.  Three  of  the  grafts  from  Zemek's 
legs,  being  used  to  reconstruct  parts 
of  his  circulatory  system,  failed  to 
take.  Dacron  tubes  had  to  be  used. 

The  doctor,  Zemek  says,  worked 
very  hard  to  save  his  life.  "There  were 
complications  on  complications  that 
he  could  never  have  expected."  There 
was  one  thing,  however,  that  the  doer 
tor  didn't  do. 

Judy  Zemek,  pacing  the  waiting 
room,  never  heard  a  word,  in  1 1  hours. 

The  next  three  days,  Zemek  says, 
are  almost  completely  gone.  Sur- 
realistic flashbacks  are  about  all.  Like 
going  from  the  operating  room  to  the 
intensive  care  unit. 

About  five  people,  eight  or  nine 
poles,  endless  tubes,  electrical  units, 
stimulators. 

"I  just  remember  the  wind 
whooshing  by,"  Zemek  says.  "I 
remember  someone  saying,  'Let's  get 


A  WARM 
FEBRUARY! 


Mid  winter  cold.  Wind  chill  and  blowing  snow.  Refreshment  means  warmth 
this  time  of  year. 

Warmth  is  what  you'll  find  at  the  1986  Grace  Bible  Conference.  It  is  a  toasty 
time  of  fellowship  and  stimulating  study  in  the  Word  of  God.  Featured 
speakers  include  Joseph  Aldrich,  author  of  Lifestyle  Evangelism. 
G.  Michael  Cocoris  and  Joseph  Stowell.  Mini-conferences  and  workshops 
round  out  the  exciting  schedule. 

Don't  miss  out  on  this  great  conference,  February  11-14.  Call  toll-free 
1-800-54-GRACE  or  1-800-845-2930  (in  Indiana)  for  more  information.  It 
could  be  just  the  warm  refreshment  you  need. 
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this  guy  to  ICU  before  he  doesn't 
make  it  that  far.'" 

The  surgery,  like  an  invader  in  a 
hornet's  next,  stirred  up  the 
histomplasmosis. 

"It  was  rampant,"  Zemek  says.  For 
seven  weeks,  he  ran  temperatures  bet- 
ween 102  and  105  degrees. 

No  one  expected  George  Zemek  to 
live.  "The  doctor  came  up  to  me  after- 
ward and  told  me  that  there  is  no  ex- 
planation at  all  that  says  anything  but 
that  I  am  a  miracle.  That  is  the  only 
thing  they  could  say." 

The  first  thing  Zemek  remembers 
clearly  after  the  surgery  is  waking  up 
in  the  intensive  care  unit.  He  said  he 
looked  like  a  porcupine:  "With  all  the 
tubes  coming  out  of  me,  it  was  just  a 
mass  of  spaghetti  all  around  me." 

A  few  weeks  later,  the  doctors  -  not 
expecting  him  to  live  -  began  admin- 
istering drug  treatments  for  the  histo- 
plasmosis. They  inserted  a  catheter 
from  his  groin  area  to  the  heart  cavity. 

Every  time  Zemek  would  get  his 
daily  injection,  he  would  go  into  an 
uncontrollable  seizure. 

Every  day.  For  4 Viz  months. 

Zemek  says  he  rejoiced.  Really. 

Dependence,  he  says,  can  work  a 
revival,  of  sorts. 

"I  just  couldn't  tell  you  the  numbers 
of  opportunities  I  had  for  ministry," 
Zemek  says.  "I  don't  think  I'll  ever 
have  a  time  of  ministry  again  like 
that.  And  one  of  the  reasons  was  my 
own  dependence  on  the  Lord.  I  was 
forced  into  a  situation  where  I  had  to 
be  dependent.  I  couldn't  do  my  own 
things,  make  my  own  plans,  or  make 
out  my  own  schedule.  In  God's  good 
providence,  there  I  was  and  used  most 
effectively  in  a  situation  I  had  no  con- 
trol over." 

Zemek  says  he  had  the  opportunity 
to  share  the  Gospel  to  a  number  of 
people  -  nurses,  doctors  and  patients. 
The  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Zemek  says,  has  had  a  special  impact 
in  a  climate  of  bad  news. 

A  hospital  is  a  good  place  for  people 
to  learn  at  least  one  lesson. 

"The  point  is  clearly  made:  You  are 
not  in  control.  This  night  your  soul 
will  be  required  of  you.  When  they 
realize  that  vulnerability  and  that 
they  can't  do  anything  of  themselves, 
all  of  a  sudden  it  comes  home  to  them 
-  maybe  I  ought  to  listen." 


Zemek  says  he  made  the  most  of 
his  extended  stay  at  the  hospital.  He 
studied  his  Bauer,  Arndt,  and 
Gingrich  Greek  lexicon.  He  got  into 
the  word:  The  Psalms  and  Job  took  on 
new  meaning.  And  he  ministered  to 
others. 

"I  revelled  in  that  time  where  1  final- 
ly got  enough  cognizance  to  move 
around,"  Zemek  says.  "I'd  head  out 
that  room  in  the  morning,  pushing 
my  IV  poles,  saying,  'Thank  you  Lord, 
who  am  I  going  to  talk  to  today?'" 

George  Zemek  uses  words  like  "ex- 
trapolate," "cognizant,"  and  "ax- 
iopistic"  in  normal  conversation.  He 
says  he  is  not  a  brilliant  man. 

"My  spiritual  gift  is  discipline." 
Zemek  says.  He  has  studied  more 
than  14  hours  a  day.  And  certainly 
more  than  once. 

His  disease  is  in  remission.  Ever 
since  a  second  major  surgery  was  re- 
quired in  1975,  he  has  been  relative- 
ly healthy. 

Zemek's  battle  with  the  disease  has 
taught  him  things  they  don't  teach  in 
textbooks.  He  is  wise  enough  to  know 
the  importance  of  a  child-like  faith. 

"The  crux  of  my  whole  academic 
pursuit  and  my  Biblical  studies  and 
everything  else  boils  down  to  one 
thing  which  I  know  is  irreducible  - 
Jesus  loves  me  this  I  know,  for  the  Bi- 
ble tells  me  so." 

Occasionally.  George  Zemek  needs 
to  be  reminded.  The  scars  do  that. 

HSlgLD 


Wilkins  is  the  director  of  infor- 
mation Services  at  Grace 
Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the 
publications  and  promotional 
materials  of  the  Development 
Department.  A  graduate  of  Bowl- 
ing Green  State  University.  Rob 
is  also  pursuing  studies  at  Grace 
Theological  Seminary. 
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Are 

Women's 

Groups 

Growing? 


by  NORA  MACON 


Is  your  WMC  circle  like- 
ly to  grow  or  stagnate? 


I 


in  Grace  Brethren  Churches 
around  the  country,  some  WMC 
circles  are  growing.  Others  are 
diminishing.  Most  groups  use  the 
same  program  packet  and  organiza- 
tional structure.  What  is  making  the 
difference.? 

Lyle  Schaller  did  a  study  on  the 
growth  and  decline  of  women's 
groups  in  churches.  His  findings  were 
published  in  the  March  1985  issue  of 
The  Parish  Paper  (Yokefellow  In- 
stitute). His  studies,  indicate  certain 
factors  cause  groups  to  grow  or 
decline. 

Groups  most  likely  to  enlist  new 
members  are  those: 

1.  advancing  a  cause 

2.  feeding  a  strong  need  to  enlist  ad- 


ditional members  in  order  to  fulfill 
their  purpose  or  accomplish  their 
task 

3.  to  whom  the  organizational  struc- 
ture is  a  means  to  an  end  and 
secondary  to  the  task 

4.  challenging  people  with  specific, 
meaningful,  attainable,  and 
measurable  goals 

5.  enjoying  the  benefit  of  strong  and 
continuing  leadership 

6.  focusing  on  a  single  issue 

7.  enlisting  people  to  help  pioneeer  a 
new  venture. 

Groups  that  experience  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  enlisting  new  members 
tend  to: 

1.  be  composed  of  people  who  have 
known  one  another  for  a  long  time 

2.  display  a  strong  past-orientation 

3.  be  highly  relational 

4.  be  organized  around  study  and/or 
fellowship  as  the  central  value 

5.  display  a  person-centered  rather 
than  task-oriented  orientation 

6.  be  ones  in  which  the  organizational 
structure  appears  to  be  more  im- 
portant than  the  task 

7.  if  issue-centered,  be  concerned 
with  a  variety  of  issues. 

WMC  groups  can  learn  from  these 
studies.  Be  objective  and  consider 
these  principles  and  their  application 
to  your  WMC  circle. 

What  is  the  purpose  or  task  of 
WMC?  Our  Pen  Pointers  state:  WMC 
is  a  missionary  service  organization 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches.  WMC  is  first,  last,  and 
always  a  missionary  council,  which 
gives  our  organization  a  goal,  a  cause 
for  which  to  strive. 

The  success  of  individual  councils 
could  be  related  to  the  advancing  of 
the  goal.  Are  your  WMC  ladies  con- 
cerned about  missions?  Are  they  lear- 
ning about  missions?  Evaluate  your 
monthly  missions  study.  The  pro- 


gram packet  gives  a  basis  from  which 
to  work.  Is  the  study  just  read,  or  is 
it  prepared  with  interesting  facts  and 
pictures  and  presented  in  an  en- 
thusiastic manner? 

Many  WMC  women  are  personally 
involved  with  a  missionary.  They  cor- 
respond, pray,  and  help  in  the  mis- 
sionary's ministry.  These  women  in- 
volve other  ladies  in  the  church  in 
missions  and  are  usually  the  leaders 
in  WMC.  That's  a  main  key  to  growth- 
-enthusiasm  and  commitment  to  the 
goal  plus  trying  to  get  other  women 
committed. 

Prayer  should  be  an  important  part 
of  WMC.  Revolving  around  missions, 
prayer  relates  to  the  goal.  It's  very 
easy  to  pray  for  the  sick  and  the 
refreshments  and  forget  about  mis- 
sionaries with  their  daily  struggles.  Is 
the  prayertime  in  your  WMC  circle 
always  last  on  the  program?  Does  the 
amount  of  time  spent  in  prayer  de- 
pend on  how  close  it  is  to  9:00  p.m.? 
Does  your  circle  observe  the  15th 
"day  of  prayer"  in  a  meaningful  way? 
Is  prayer  an  important  part  of  your 
meeting? 

Many  WMC  circles  have  stagnated 
because  missions  and  prayer  have 
been  forgotten.  Instead,  emphasis  is 
placed  on  fellowship,  getting  to  know 
one  another,  and  building  up  the  in- 
dividual. These  are  important  but 
when  they  become  the  main  focus, 
missions  become  unimportant  and 
the  goal  is  changed.  WMC  becomes  a 
self-serving  organization  concerned 
only  with  itself.  No  one  reaches  out. 
As  the  Schaller  study  indicates,  self- 
centered  groups  will  not  grow. 

Some  WMC  groups  get  bogged 
down  in  organizational  structure.  The 
business  meetings  drag  on  endlessly 
with  every  minor  item  being  dis- 
cussed by  the  entire  group.  Essen- 
tially, the  goal  of  missions  is  replaced 
by  structure.  As  much  business  as 
possible  should  be  dealt  with  in  ex- 
ecutive meetings  or  by  committees;  or 
try  quarterly  or  semi-annual  business 
meetings. 

Lyle  Scheller's  study  is  deserving  of 
WMC's  attention.  Evaluate  your 
WMC.  Is  your  circle  more  likely  to 
grow  or  stagnate?  Are  the  ladies  en- 
thused or  bored?  Is  your  WMC 
building  and  helping  to  keep  mis- 
sionary interest  alive  in  the  church? 

It's  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 

[MM 
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he  first  missionary  that  I 
remember  hearing,  was  from  Africa. 
His  heart  was  filled  with  love  for  the 
African  people  as  he  related  many 
stories  of  miracles  and  answers  to 
prayer.  My  heart  stirred,  as  I  felt  God's 
call  in  my  life. 

"Send  me.  Lord,"  I  said. 

He  whispered,  "Will  you  go  talk  to 
your  neighbor?" 

I  replied,  "Lord,  you  know  she 
doesn't  have  any  children.  I  don't 
think  she  even  likes  kids  and  I  have 
four.  We  have  nothing  in  common.  I 
wouldn't  know  what  to  say." 

The  second  missionary  who  stirred 
my  heart  was  from  Calcutta,  India. 
There  was  such  a  need  in  India  yet 
from  the  stories  he  told,  God  was  per- 
forming many  miracles. 

"Oh  God,  I  want  to  do  great  things 
for  You  and  see  the  miracles  I  hear 
about.  Send  me." 

He  whispered,  "Will  you  give  more 
than  usual  so  the  ones  who  are  there 
can  continue  their  work?" 

"Lord,  you  know  times  are  hard.  It 
seems  one  of  the  children  always 


As  I  was  cleaning  the 
house  one  day,  my  older 
daughter  came  in.  "I 
want  to  help,"  she  said. 

needs  a  new  pair  of  shoes.  I'm  thank- 
ful we  are  able  to  give,  but  I  can't  see 
how  we  could  possibly  give  more." 

The  third  mission  field  to  which  I 
felt  called  was  a  luxurious  ocean  liner 
off  the  coast  of  Hawaii.  Again  I  ap- 
proached the  Master,  "Send  me.  Lord. 
Send  me." 

The  same  small  voice  answered, 
"Will  you  spend  a  portion  of  your  day 
in  prayer?" 


"Lord,  you  know  I've  tried  many 
times  to  get  up  early  and  spend  time 
with  You,  but  one  of  the  kids  always 
hears  me  and  follows  me  into  the  liv- 
ing room.  Maybe  when  the  kids  are 
older." 

As  I  was  cleaning  the  house  one 
day,  my  older  daughter  came  in,  "I 
want  to  help,"  she  said. 

"Sure!"  I  enthusiastically  replied. 

"Why  don't  you  wash  the  dishes?" 

"Oh,  Mom,  that's  the  hardest  job.  I 
always  get  so  messy." 

"Okay,  how  about  folding  the 
clothes?" 

"Oh,  Mom,  I  really  don't  do  a  very 
good  job.  I  really  hate  having  to  put 
them  away  when  I'm  through." 

"Okay,"  I  offered,  "how  about 
vacuuming  the  carpets?" 

"All  of  them?"  she  asked. 

"Lisa,  why  don't  you  go  back  out- 
side, I  don't  think  you  really  want  to 
help  at  all." 

The  Lord  smiled  and  sighed. 

"Forgive  me,  Lord:  forgive  me,"  I 
said. 

You  know,  I  began  to  visit  that 
neighbor.  Nine  months  and  a  good 
friendship  later,  she  accepted  Jesus 
as  her  Savior.  We  increased  our  giv- 
ing and  watched  God  meet  our  needs 
in  miraculous  ways.  I  began  praying 
daily,  specific  prayers  and  I've  seen 
the  hand  of  God  move. 

Thank  You,  Lord.  Thank  You! 

(This  article  was  reprinted  from  Virtue  by  per- 
mission of  the  author.) 


OFFERING 

Radio  Studio  and 
Media  Center 

Goal:  $8,000 

Deadline:  Send  before  March  10, 

1986 

In  1984.  Grace  Schools  began 
producing  a  radio  advertisement 
in  targeted  recruitment  areas. 
Facilities  for  making  tapes  of 
high  quality  are  presently  not 
available  on  campus.  This  WMC 
project  will  purchase  equipment 
capable  of  producing  profes- 
sional radio  quality  tapes,  sound 
tracks  for  slide-tape  productions. 
The  addition  of  a  sound  room 
will  greatly  add  to  development 
and  recruiting  strategies  plus 
provide  additional  training 
facilities  for  students.  This  new 
equipment  will  be  placed  in  a 
studio  located  in  the  Grace 
Schools  Development  Offices. 


National  SMM 


Project:  SMM  Girl  of  the  Year 
Scholarship  and  sponsorship  of 
the  Director  of  SMM 
Goal:  $7,000  (National  WMC  sug- 
gests a  minimum  of  $3.00  a 
year  per  member) 
Deadline:  Send  before  March  10. 
1986 


HERALD/  January  1986 


31 


C  E 


Why  Youth  Fall 
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There  are  hundreds  of 
youth  each  year  that 
climb  a  spiritual  moun- 
tain only  to  fall  back  in- 
to hopeless  desperation. 


H 


ris  name  is  Jeff.  He's  16  and 
comes  from  a  broken  home.  Jeff  has 
never  been  to  a  church  and  doesn't 
even  know  how  to  find  a  Bible  verse. 
Brought  to  a  youth  retreat  by  a  friend, 
Jeff  defies  the  staff  for  the  first  24 
hours.  He  won't  listen,  he's  arrogant, 
foulmouthed,  and  most  of  all  bitter. 
His  young  life  has  been  full  of  hurts 
and  disappointments.  He's  searching 
for  answers  to  hard  questions. 

The  last  night  of  the  retreat,  Jeff 
decides  to  put  God  to  the  test.  He  ner- 
vously responds  to  an  invitation  to 
receive  Christ.  The  youth  workers  are 
estatic!  His  peers  think  it's  great! 

Six  months  later,  Jeff  is  just 
another  stat  on  the  youth  pastor's  an- 
nual report.  "Probably  wasn't  really 
saved,"  mutters  one  youth  worker 
smugly. 

Oh  really?  Let's  take  another  look 
and  ask,  "Did  we  do  all  we  could?" 

There  are  hundreds  of  "Jeffs"  each 
year  that  climb  a  spiritual  mountain 
only  to  fall  back  into  hopeless 
desperation.  Casualties  of  a  "decision 
only"  mentality.  Let's  consider  why 
this  happens  and  how  we  can  help 
young  people  to  have  a  lasting 
commitment. 

12  Reasons  Why  They  Fall 

Lack  of  Follow-up  Discipleship. 

A  camp  or  retreat  decision  is  an  in- 
dication that  a  teen  is  not  satisfied 
with  his/her  spiritual  life.  Without 
direct  contact  and  encouragement 
from  an  adult,  the  flame  will  soon  die. 
But  follow-up  is  more  than  six  lessons 
and  some  blanks  to  complete.  It's 
building  a  relationship  and  investing 
time  in  a  teen.  It's  loving,  caring  and 
confronting. 


Confusion  About  What  Their 
Decision  means. 

A  decision  at  a  retreat  or  anywhere 
else  needs  to  be  stated  in  specifics. 
"My  decision  is  to  do  .  .  ."  Many  times 
a  decision  is  no  more  than  admitting 
a  spiritual  need.  Unless  a  plan  of  ac- 
tion and  correction  is  a  part  of  the 
decision,  the  confused  teen  is  unlike- 
ly to  change.  It  also  should  challenge 
those  in  the  pastorate  and  youth  work 
to  be  clear  as  to  what  decisions  are  be- 
ing called  for  in  the  invitations. 

Poor  Basis  For  The  "Decision." 

Students  often  are  caught  up  in  the 
emotional  excitement  of  a  weekend 
retreat  or  summer  camp.  Many  of 
their  friends  are  making  "decisions." 
Wanting  to  be  a  part,  they  follow.  Once 
again,  if  the  decision  is  stated  in  terms 
of  action  instead  of  emotion,  long 
term  results  are  possible. 

Previous  Friends  Are  A 
Negative  Influence. 

Teenagers  are  under  tremendous 
pressure-and  the  pull  is  getting 
worse.  Unless  a  teen  makes  a  change 
in  negative  friendships,  he/she  is 
doomed,  sooner  or  later,  to  return  to 
bad  habits.  This  is  especially  true  of 
relationships  with  the  opposite  sex.  A 
boy/girlfriend  can  sway  a  teen  very 
quickly. 

There  is  no  easy  answer  in  en- 
couraging teens  to  change  friends. 
But  as  we're  getting  close,  building  a 
friendship,  and  demonstrating  our 
commitment  to  his/her  life  and 
growth,  we  then  can  begin  to  direct 
the  teen  away  from  negative 
relationships. 

No  Christian  Friends  For 
Support. 

None  of  us  are  islands.  We  all  need 
Christian  friends  to  encourage  us.  A 
Christian  teen  will  not  make  it  alone. 
They  need  positive.  Christian  rela- 
tionships with  other  teens  to  stand 
against  strong,  negative  peer 
pressure.  As  a  discipler  or  parent,  we 
need  to  recognize  this  need  and  help 
the  youth  develop  Christian  friends. 


Lack  Of  Local  Church  Involve- 
ment—especially In  Youth 
Ministry. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  feel  part 
of  the  body  of  Christ.  Teenagers,  be- 
ing so  peer  conscious,  are  even  more 
in  need  of  fellowship  and  desire  to  be 
used  in  ministry.  An  active,  vibrant. 
Christ-centered  local  church  youth 
ministry  is  a  must.  Many  youth  leave 
an  exciting  camp  experience  to  return 
to  a  youth  group  that  is  apathetic  and 
little  more  than  a  social  club.  The 
church  needs  to  give  priority  time  and 
effort  to  its  youth  ministry. 

Past  Routines  Continue. 

We  are  all  creatures  of  habit.  Unless 
some  positive  habit-changing  deci- 
sions are  made,  good  intentions  will 
soon  dwindle.  Teens  need  to  be  en- 
couraged to  look  at  their  day,  hour-by- 
hour,  to  find  areas  needing  to  be 
brought  under  the  Lordship  of  Christ. 

New  Habits  Such  As  Quiet 
Time  And  Prayer  Are  Not 
Started  Or  Maintained. 

Many  young  people  simply  have  no 
idea  how  to  study  the  Bible.  We  would 
do  well  to  assume  nothing.  Over  the 
course  of  several  weeks,  model  to  the 
teen  how  to  be  effective  in  time  alone 
with  God.  Being  the  example  then,  we 
need  to  review,  study  and  inspect 
what  we  expect. 

Mountain  top  decisions  not  accom- 
panied by  a  desire  to  study  God's 
Word  have  little,  if  any,  value.  We  must 
teach  young  people  the  basic  "how 
to's"  of  studying  and  memorizing 
scripture.  The  teen  who  develops  a 
meaningful,  consistent,  quiet  time 
will  stand  up  against  much  adversity. 

Home  Situation  Is  Not  Con- 
ducive To  Growth 

In  today's  society.  Christian  role 
modeling  in  the  home  is  so  often  lack- 
ing. Many  times,  even  in  "christian" 
homes,  a  decision  at  camp  or  a  retreat 
is  not  taken  seriously  by  parents.  The 
pressure  of  trying  to  maintain  a  chris- 
tian walk  in  the  midst  of  apathy  is  too 
great.  We  need  to  include  the  family 
in  our  ministry  to  help  build  depth 
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and  create  a  positive  growth  environ- 
ment. That  may  involve  evangelism, 
counseling,  assimilation  into  church 
or  discipleship. 

Lack  Of  Openness  And 
Vulnerability  In  Dealing  With 
"New  Sin." 

Many  young  people  leave  their  deci- 
sions as  well  as  their  Christianity  on 
the  campgrounds.  Spiritual  growth 
must  occur  52  weeks  of  the  year,  not 
just  one.  The  Christian  life  requires 
daily  cleansing.  Fellowship  with  God 
is  maintained  by  consistency, 
teachability  and  obedience. 

Too  Much  Change;  Tbo  Fast. 

Many  times  the  youth  is  discourag- 
ed by  all  the  "fixing"  that  his/her  life 
may  require.  Lack  of  patience  can 
result  in  the  teen  not  seeing  slow, 
steady  progress  being  made.  There 
are  not  "overnight  changes."  When 
failures  and  set-backs  occur,  he/she 
needs  to  know  all  is  not  lost. 

Major  Life  Crisis  Such  As 
Death,  Divorce,  Illness,  Move, 
etc. 

As  with  adults,  these  major  life 
crisises  can  test  a  teen's  faith.  These 
experiences  are  opportunities  for 
growth  whey  they  are  coupled  by  love 
and  concern  from  other  members  of 
the  body,  hsold 


Dave  Atkins  is  director  of 
youth  leadership  for  GBC  Chris- 
tian Education.  In  addition  to 
working  with  youth  pastors  and 
discipling  future  youth  workers, 
he  frequently  speaks  at  youth 
conferences.  Prior  to  his  ministry 
with  CE.  he  served  10  years  in 
local  church  youth  ministries. 


A  Personal  Project 

Heart-Search i nki  for 


ndships.   desire   for  recognition, 
money,  your  own  plans? 

3  'M^ut  /&-/S 

Have  you  failed  to  seek  the  lost  for 
Christ?  Have  you  failed  to  witness 
consistently  with  your  mouth  for  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Has  your  life  not 
shown  to  the  lost  the  Lord  Jesus? 


hat  does  it  take  to  experience 
personal  revival?  If  we  spent  sufficient 
time  with  God.  allowing  Him  to  con- 
vict us  of  our  sins  .  .  .  if  we  confessed, 
if  the  slate  was  wiped  clean  .  .  .  what 
more  would  need  to  happen?  What 
more  could  happen? 

There  is  one  more  step.  Obedience. 
Doing  what  God  tells  us  to  do.  And, 
realistically,  repeating  this  cleansing 
process  daily. 

Personal  revival  is  that  simple.  Yet, 
it  seems  like  a  rarity. 

It's  a  simple  process,  but  not  easy. 
It  starts  with  asking  some  tough  ques- 
tions, and  giving  honest  answers. 

If  you're  serious  about  this  .  .  .  if  you 
will  take  the  time  to  study,  pray  and 
listen  .  .  .  here  are  some  questions  and 
verses  to  help  you  assess  your 
spiritual  condition  and  allow  God  to 
do  some  searching.  Read  the  verse 
first,  then  answer  the  questions.  Each 
"yes"  answer,  should  result  in  confes- 
sion and  correction. 

Is  there  anyone  against  whom  you 
hold  a  grudge?  Anyone  you  haven't 
forgiven?  Anyone  you  hate?  Anyone 
you  do  not  love?  Are  there  any 
misunderstandings  that  you  are  un- 
willing to  forget?  Is  there  any  person 
against  whom  you  are  harboring  bit- 
terness, resentment  or  jealousy? 
Anyone  you  dislike  to  hear  praised  or 
well  spoken  of?  Do  you  allow  anything 
to  justify  a  wrong  attitude  toward 
another? 

Is  there  anything  in  which  you  have 
failed  to  put  God  first?  Have  your  deci- 
sions been  made  after  your  own 
wisdom  and  desires,  rather  than  seek- 
ing and  following  God's  will?  Do  any 
of  the  following  in  anyway  interfere 
with  your  surrender  and  service  to 
God:  Ambition,  pleasures,  loved  ones, 


< 
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Are  you  secretly  pleased  over  the 
misfortunes  of  another?  Are  you 
secretly  annoyed  over  the  ac- 
complishments or  advancements  of 
another?  Are  you  guilty  of  any  con- 
tention or  strife?  Do  you  quarrel, 
argue  or  engage  in  heated  discus- 
sions? Are  you  a  partaker  in  any  divi- 
sions, or  party  spirit?  Are  there  peo- 
ple whom  you  deliberately  slight? 

Have  you  robbed  God  by  with- 
holding His  due  of  time,  talents  and 
money?  Have  you  given  less  than  a 
tenth  of  your  income  for  God's  Work? 
Have  you  failed  to  support  mission 
work  either  in  prayer  or  in  offering? 

£?■/  Qfo4*&4*4«)  "f'Z- 

Are  you  undependable  so  that  you 
cannot  be  trusted  with  respon- 
sibilities in  the  Lord's  work?  Are  you 
allowing  your  emotions  to  be  stirred 
for  things  of  the  Lord  but  doing 
nothing  about  it? 

Are  you  in  any  way  careless  with 
your  body?  Do  you  fail  to  care  for  it  as 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Are  you 
guilty  of  intemperance  in  eating  or 
drinking?  Do  you  have  any  habits 
which  are  defiling  to  the  body. 

Do  you  take  the  slightest  credit  for 
anything  good  about  you,  rather  than 
give  all  the  glory  to  God?  Do  you  talk 
of  what  you  have  done  rather  than  of 
what  Christ  has  done?  Are  your 
statements  mostly  about  "I"?  Are 
your  feelings  easily  hurt?  Have  you 
made  a  pretense  of  being  something 
that  you  are  not? 
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Are  you  self-conscious  rather  than 
Christ-conscioius?  Do  you  allow  feel- 
ings of  inferiority  to  keep  you  from  at- 
tempting things  you  should  in  serv- 
ing God? 

Do  you  underpay?  Do  you  do  very 
little  in  your  work?  Have  you  been 
careless  in  the  payment  of  your 
debts?  Have  you  sought  to  evade  pay- 
ment of  debts?  Do  you  waste  time?  Do 
you  waste  time  for  others? 


different  group  than  yours  or  because 
they  do  not  see  things  exactly  as  you? 

lb.  IJkUtfpuM)  i'4 

Have  you  neglected  to  seek  to  be 
pleasing  to  Him  in  all  things?  Do  you 
carry  any  bitterness  toward  God? 
Have  you  complained  against  Him  in 
any  way?  Have  you  been  dissatisfied 
with  His  provision  for  you?  Is  there  in 
your  heart  any  unwillingness  to  obey 
God  fully?  Do  you  have  any  reserva- 
tions as  to  what  you  would  or  would 
not  do  concerning  His  will?  Have  you 


zJ.Jmud  i'Z7 

Have  you  allowed  yourself  to 
become  "spotted"  by  the  world?  Is 
your  manner  of  dress  pleasing  to 
God?  Do  you  spend  beyond  what  is 
pleasing  to  God?  Do  you  neglect  to 
pray  about  things  that  you  buy? 

22.  J***hAJ  4:i? 

Do  you  feel  that  you  are  doing  quite 
well  as  a  Christian?  That  you  are  not 
so  bad?  That  you  are  good  enough? 
Are  you  stubborn?  Do  you  insist  on 
having  your  own  way?  Do  you  insist 
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Do  you  complain?  Do  you  find 
fault?  Do  you  have  a  critical  attitude 
toward  any  person  or  thing?  Are  you 
irritable  or  cranky?  Do  you  ever  carry 
hidden  anger?  Do  you  get  angry?  Do 
you  become  impatient  with  others? 
Are  you  ever  harsh  or  unkind? 

Do  you  listen  to  unedifying  radio  or 
TV  programs?  Do  you  read  unworthy 
magazines?  Do  you  partake  in  world- 
ly amusements?  Do  you  find  it  nec- 
essary to  seek  satisfaction  from  any 
questionable  source?  Are  you  doing 
certain  things  that  show  that  you  are 
not  satisfied  in  the  Dord  Jesus  Christ? 


Do  you  engage  in  empty  and  un- 
profitable conversation?  Do  you  ever 
lie?  Do  you  ever  exaggerate?  Cheat? 
Steal?  Carefully  consider  --  do  you 
overcharge? 

Do  you  have  any^personal  habits 
that  are  not  pure?  Do  you  allow  im- 
pure thoughts  about  the  opposite  sex 
to  stay  in  your  mind?  Do  you  read  that 
which  is  impure  or  suggests  unholy 
things?  Do  you  indulge  in  any 
unclean  entertainment?  Are  you  guil- 
ty of  the  lustful  look? 
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Have  you  neglected  to  thank  Him 
for  all  things,  the  seemingly  bad  as 
well  as  the  good?  Have  you  virtually 
called  God  a  liar  by  doubting  His 
Word?  Do  you  worry?  Is  your  spiritual 
temperature  based  on  your  feelings 
instead  of  on  the  facts  of  God's  Word? 

ti.  filuJtfat&ud  I'll 

Are  you  taken  up  with  the  cares  of 
this  life?  Is  your  conversation  or  heart 
joy  over  "things"  rather  than  the  Lord 
and  His  Word?  Does  anything  mean 
more  to  you  than  living  for  Christ? 

Do  you  ever  by  word  or  deed  seek 
to  hurt  someone?  Do  you  gossip?  Do 
you  speak  unkindly  concerning  peo- 
ple when  they  are  not  present?  Do 
you  carry  prejudice  against  true 
Christians  because  they  are  of  some 


Do  you  stay  away  from  the  meetings 
of  preaching  the  gospel?  Do  you 
whisper  or  think  about  other  things 
while  God's  Word  is  being  read  or 
preached?  Are  you  irregular  in  atten- 
dance at  services?  Do  you  neglect  to 
attend  or  participate  in  meetings  for 
prayer?  Have  you  neglected  or 
slighted  daily  or  private  prayer?  Have 
you  neglected  God's  Word?  Do  you 
find  the  Bible  and  prayer 
uninteresting?  Have  you  neglected 
thanksgiving  at  meals?  Have  you 
neglected  daily  family  devotions? 

Do  you  hesitate  to  submit  to  leaders 
in  the  church  or  elsewhere?  Are  you 
lazy?  Do  you  rebel  at  requests  given 
to  you  to  help  in  the  work  of  the 
gospel?  Do  you  in  any  way  have  a 
stubborn  or  unteachable  spirit? 


Have  you  dishonored  Him  and 
hindered  His  work  by  criticizing  His 
servants?  Have  you  failed  to  pray 
regularly  for  your  pastor  or  other 
spiritual  leaders?  Do  you  find  it  hard 
to  be  corrected?  Is  there  rebellion 
toward  one  who  wants  to  restore  you? 
Are  you  more  concerned  about  what 
people  will  think  than  what  will  be 
pleasing  to  God? 

If  you  have  been  honest  and  true  in 
the  matter  of  admitting  your  sins, 
then  you  are  ready  for  God's  cleans- 
ing. Sins  that  are  admitted  are  sins 
that  are  confessed. 

Remember  these  three  (3)  things: 

1)  If  the  sin  is  against  God.  confess  it 
to  God.  and  make  things  right  with 
God. 

2)  If  the  sin  is  against  another  person, 
confess  it  to  God.  and  make  things 
right  with  the  other  one. 

3)  If  the  sin  is  against  a  group,  confess 
it  to  God,  and  make  it  right  with  the 
group. 

If  there  is  full  confession,  there  will 
be  full  cleansing  then  the  joy  of  the 
Lord  will  follow,  then  there  can  be 
testimony  and  prayer  in  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  revival  will  follow. 

Psalm  19:12  -  "Who  can  understand 
his  errors?  Cleanse  thou  me  from 
secret  faults."  hersld 
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FRUIT  ON  THE  VINE: 
Living  or  Dying? 


BMH 


EDITORIAL 


PICKING  AND  CHOOSING 
IN  THE  ORCHARD 


ne  of  the  unique  features  of 
our  great  country  is  that  it  provides 
a  wide  range  of  delights  from  the  or- 
chards. As  you  travel  during  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  there  are  special 
treats--apples.  peaches,  cherries, 
oranges,  grapes  and  a  multitude  of 
other  fruits  just  turning  ripe.  The 
picking  and  the  choosing  of  these 
fruits  can  be  a  luxury  and  special  joy. 

In  the  physical  realm,  this  is  an  op- 
tion that  is  open  to  us.  In  the  spiritual 
realm,  however  the  options  should  be 
dropped.  The  entire  list  of  the  Fruit  of 
God's  orchard  of  delights  is  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  whole,  not  by  the  method 
of  picking  and  choosing. 

This  issue  of  the  HERALD  speaks 
of  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  It  centers 
around  the  Scripture  of  Galatians 
5:22.  Since  there  are  nine  named,  we 
have  heard  the  suggestion  of  calling 
them  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  This  is 
missing  the  point  of  the  passage. 

The  unity  of  the  passage  comes 
from  the  source-trie  Spirit.  When  He 
is  in  control  there  is  the  outpouring 
of  His   nature   through   ours.   That 


means  we  have  love,  joy,  peace,  pa- 
tience, kindness,  goodness,  faithful- 
ness, gentleness  and  self-control.  All 
nine  of  the  fruit  are  to  be  evidenced, 
not  six  present  and  three  absent.  Do 
not  try  to  make  them  fruits-just  ac- 
cept the  fruit  as  a  total  package. 

This  does  not  mean  to  say  that  from 
time  to  time  it  isn't  much  easier  to  be 
selective  than  all  inclusive.  Remem- 
ber selectivity  is  of  the  flesh  not  the 
Spirit.  I  would  rather  imagine  that 
everyone  of  us  has  one  or  two  special 
problem  cases  in  the  list.  When  it 
comes  to  selection  and  thus  omission 
of  some  of  the  other  great  virtues,  we 
are  dealing  with  the  problems  of  the 
human  will  in  charge  and  not  the 
Holy  Spirit.  There  are  even  days  when 
bearing  all  the  fruit  is  easier  than  at 
other  times.  Some  days  I  can  be  very 
patient;  other  days  it  is  just  not  there. 
My  kindness  level  is  always  at  its 
highest  when  I  am  dealing  with 
another  "nice"  person.  It  can  hit  the 
depths  when  my  encounter  is  not 
with  "my  favorite  person." 


We  are  talking  about  walking  and 
living  in  the  Spirit.  The  only  certain 
way  to  do  this  and  thus  possess  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  to  be  yielded  to 
Him.  Then  the  fruit  becomes  evident 
in  our  lives.  You  can  work  hard  in  your 
own  efforts  at  love  and  come  up  with 
hate;  strive  for  peace  and  end  up  with 
turbulence;  or  go  all  out  for  patience 
and  end  up  a  patient.  None  of  the 
above  mentioned  fruit  is  from  natural 
man.  They  all  originate  and  continue 
from  one  source-the  Holy  Spirit,  thus 
God. 

An  impact  on  the  world  by  Chris- 
tians will  be  made  when  we  quit  tip- 
toeing through  the  orchard  of  the 
fruit,  making  selections  of  our  own 
choosing,  and  we  surrender  to  the 
Spirit  to  live  not  only  in  us  but 
through  us.  Remember  the  world  can 
come  up  with  some  cheap  imitations 
of  the  real  thing,  but  only  God  in  a 
Christian  can  produce  the  genuine- 
love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness, 
goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness 
and  self-control,  hcrsld 
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here  is  a  chorus  that 
goes  something  like  this: 
"This  world  is  not  my 
home,  I'm  just  a  passin' 
through  ..."  I  think  about 
that  little  chorus  as  I 
review  this  issue  of  the 
HERALD.  As  Christians 
traveling  on  life's  journey, 
the  road  continues  to  get 
more  rough  with  every 
turn  we  take.  We  hit  the 
potholes  of  job  pressures, 
ruts  of  family  tensions, 
detours  of  financial  strains,  hazardous  weather  conditions 
of  emotion.  Sometimes  it  all  seems  unbearable. 

Yet  our  Lord,  through  His  Word,  shows  us  how  to  stay 
on  the  road  and  asks  us  to  let  Him  do  the  driving.  Believe 
it  or  not  He  doesn't  need  our  help  .  .  .  how  humbling.  As 
we  let  the  Lord  lead  our  lives,  He  continually  asks  us  to 
be  like  Him.  An  area  we  have  a  little  bit  of  trouble  with, 
wouldn't  you  say?  As  we  travel  on  this  road  of  life,  we 
might  get  behind  a  slow  driver  or  run  into  a  construc- 
tion area.  How  do  we  deal  with  the  situation?  Properly? 
Only  if  we  are  really  thinking  about  our  reaction.  The 
Lord  offers  a  solution:  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  There  again, 
it  sounds  easy  but  we  have  to  keep  in  mind,  HE  is  to  be 
in  control.  As  you  read  through  this  issue  of  the  HERALD, 
take  to  heart  the  message.  We  pray  the  lessons,  portraits 
and  scripture  references  encourage  you  to  stay  on  the 
road  as  we  together  continue  to  travel  this  long  eventful 
road  to  perfect  eternal  life. 
The  Editor 
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by  TIM  COYLE 


God  regenerated  us  and 
gave  us  a  new  nature  so 
we  can  fulfill  this  pur- 
pose --  to  glorify  Him. 


I 


like  grapes  --  Thompson  green 
grapes,  red  Emperor  grapes,  golden 
Interlaken  grapes,  black  Ribier 
grapes;  but  I  love  Concord  grapes. 

Nothing  quite  compares  with  the 
richness  and  sweetness  of  this  purple 
fruit  of  the  vine.  To  me,  Fall  just  isn't 
Fall  without  them.  So  you  can  imag- 
ine my  disappointment  when  I  went 
to  a  produce  stand  last  October  to  pur- 
chase some,  only  to  learn  the  farmer 
had  just  picked  the  last  of  his  grapes 
the  day  before  and  they  had  all  been 
sold.  What  really  hurt  was  that  the 
grocery  stores  didn't  seem  to  be  car- 
rying them  at  all.  So  I  apparently  had 
missed  the  opportunity  to  purchase 
any. 

The  farmer  must  have  read  my 
disappointment.  He  pointed  to  a  field 
some  distance  away  and  told  me  that 
was  where  his  grape  vines  were. 

"If  you  want  to  see  if  any  are  left, 
you're  welcome  to  have  whatever  you 
can  find,"  he  added  with  a  wave  of  his 
hand. 

With  that,  I  was  off  to  glean  what- 
ever of  the  sweet,  juicy  fruits  I  could 
find.  At  first,  it  didn't  look  promising. 
The  vines  were  still  healthy  and 
green,  but  I  didn't  see  any  grapes.  But 
as  I  drew  the  leaves  aside,  there  they 
were  --  clusters  of  succulent,  dark  pur- 
ple grapes.  They  looked  so  good  I 
could  almost  taste  them. 

However,  it  wasn't  the  anticipation 
of  how  the  grapes  would  taste  that 
struck  me.  Rather,  it  was  the  sheer 
beauty  of  those  grapes  hanging  on 
the  vine.  The  best  grapes  had  been 
picked.  These  bunches  were  smaller 
and  not  all  the  fruit  was  good.  But 
they  still  were  beautiful. 

For  a  few  moments,  I  just  stood 
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there  and  wondered  at  God's  handi- 
work against  the  green  background  of 
the  grapevine.  I  was  awestruck.  And 
these  were  just  the  leftovers! 

As  I  gazed  at  God's  creation,  it 
struck  me:  if  those  grapes  looked  that 
good  to  me,  imagine  what  they  must 
have  looked  like  to  the  farmer.  He  is 
the  one  who  planted,  cultivated,  and 
cared  for  them.  All  I  did  was  pick  a  few 
at  the  end  of  the  season.  For  him,  they 
were  a  source  of  income.  For  me,  they 
were  just  pleasant  eating. 

I  believe  that  in  almost  everything 
in  nature,  we  can  see  a  parallel 
spiritual  truth  or  principle,  if  we  look 
hard  enough.  That  is  the  way  God 
purposely  designed  His  creation.  As 
I  picked  the  grapes  it  wasn't  difficult 
to  see  the  parallel  at  all.  The  Bible 
often  speaks  of  the  importance  for 
believers  to  bear  fruit  in  their  lives.  As 
I  thought,  I  began  to  consider  why  our 
bearing  fruit  is  so  important  to  God. 

For  ages,  contemplative  men  have 
asked  the  question,  "Why  am  I  here?" 
When  Christians  ask  this  question,  it 
should  take  on  a  slightly  different 
form  --  "Why  did  God  create  us?" 

The  answer  can  be  the  same  one 
given  as  the  reason  for  any  of  God's 
other  creations  --  to  glorify  Him.  For 
man,  this  takes  on  special  meaning 
since  man  is  created  in  God's  image. 
For  the  Christian,  this  becomes 
doubly  important.  God  regenerated 
us  and  gave  us  a  new  nature  so  we  can 
fulfill  His  original  purpose.  But  how 
can  we  glorify  Him?  One  familiar 
passage  speaking  of  the  believer  bear- 
ing fruit  in  his  life  is  John  15.  Jesus 
said,  "This  is  to  my  Father's  glory, 
that  you  bear  much  fruit,  showing 

I  I 

External  fruit,  refers  to 
our  bringing  others  to 
Christ.  We  are  to  be 
reproduced  spiritually 
in  the  lives  of  others. 

yourselves  to  be  my  disciples."  (verse 
8,  NIV)  Thus,  the  believer  can  glorify 
God  by  bearing  fruit  in  his  life. 

In  Scripture,  we  see  two  fruit  each 
believer  is  to  bear:  internal  fruit  and 
external  fruit. 


Internal  fruit  is  sometimes  referred 
to  as  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  This  term 
points  to  inward  qualities  the  Holy 
Spirit  produces  as  He  dwells  within  a 
believer:  love,  joy,  peace,  patience, 
kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness, 
gentleness,  and  self-control.  (Gala- 
tians  5:22-23  NIV)  While  unbelievers 
can  love,  be  kind,  and  experience  a 
degree  of  peace,  the  qualities  describ- 
ed here  are  a  kind  of  magnitude  that 
can  only  be  experienced  as  a  result  of 
having  God  in  ones  life.  These  qual- 
ities in  turn  affect  attitudes  and  ac- 
tions. Elsewhere  this  internal  fruit  is 
referred  to  as  "the  fruit  of  righteous- 
ness" (Philippians  1:11). 

External  fruit,  refers  to  our  bring- 
ing others  to  Christ.  We  are  to  be 
reproduced  spiritually  in  the  lives  of 
others.  Paul  told  the  Colossians  that 
the  Gospel  was  constantly  bearing 
fruit  and  increasing  since  the  day 
they  first  heard  it  (Colossians  1:6). 
Just  as  God's  first  command  to  Adam 
and  Eve  was  to  be  fruitful  and  mul- 
tiply and  fill  the  earth,  so  we  too  are 
to  multiply  ourselves  spiritually. 

Which  type  of  fruit  is  being  describ- 
ed in  John  15?  The  context  of  the 
previous  chapter  clearly  speaks  of  lov- 
ing one  another,  and  this  is  continued 
in  chapter  15.  Thus,  in  the  theme  of 
bearing  fruit,  Jesus  speaks  of  loving 
one  another  (verse  9  through  13).  This 
suggests  that  the  fruit  being  referred 
to  is  internal.  Yet,  He  also  tells  the 
disciples  to  go  and  bear  fruit,  and  that 
their  fruit  should  remain  (verse  16). 
This  sounds  more  like  bringing  others 
to  Christ.  Perhaps  Jesus  was  referring 
to  both  internal  and  external  fruit  in 
this  passage.  There  is  a  direct  rela- 
tionship between  the  two.  Therefore, 
Jesus  did  not  mean  to  specify  one  or 
the  other.  The  principles  He  set  forth 
clearly  apply  to  both. 

John  15  also  tells  us  how  we  can 
bear  fruit.  It  is  done  by  abiding  in 
Christ.  In  fact,  this  is  the  only  way  one 
can  bear  fruit  (verse  5).  Abiding  in 
Christ  means  to  dwell  in  Him  spirit- 
ually as  fully  as  we  can.  This  means 
to  read  and  study  His  Word  regularly; 
to  pray  frequently  for  guidance  and  to 
walk  in  obedience  to  Him  always.  If  we 
will  abide  in  Him  in  this  way,  we  will 
see  fruit. 

Thus,  we  are  to  bear  fruit  in  our 


lives,  because  it  glorifies  God.  As  we 
allow  our  lives  to  be  controlled  more 
and  more  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  God 
brings  others  to  Himself  through  our 
witness,  we  exalt  and  honor  Him.  Our 
fruitfulness  glorifies  God  as  it 
demonstrates  our  choice  of  totally 
committing  ourselves  to  Him.   His 


Once  God  saved  us.  He 
could  have  taken  us 
right  to  heaven  with  the 
question  of  our  salva- 
tion settled  for  eternity. 

working  in  our  lives  produces 
marvelous  results,  and  living  His  way 
brings  the  greatest  degree  of  joy,  con- 
tentment, and  fulfillment  possible. 
This  concept  is  so  broad  everything 
else  could  be  said  to  be  a  development 
of  how  we  glorify  God  by  bearing  fruit. 
Yet,  the  subject  is  important  enough 
it  needs  to  be  considered  by  itself. 

When  a  farmer  plants  a  vineyard, 
he  does  so  for  only  one  reason:  He 
wants  the  harvest  of  grapes.  Psalm  1 
describes  a  righteous  man  as  a  tree 
firmly  planted  by  streams  of  water. 
Note  that  the  was  tree  planted.  It 
didn't  just  grow  there  by  itself.  Some- 
one carefully  selected  the  location 
and  then  planted  the  tree.  And  why 
was  it  planted?  The  Psalmist  writes 
that  such  a  tree  yields  fruit  in  its 
season.  Very  likely,  the  tree  was 
planted  to  bear  fruit. 

In  a  similar  way,  John  15  speaks  of 
Jesus  as  a  vine,  mankind  as  the  bran- 
ches, and  God,  the  Father,  as  the 
vinedresser.  The  focus  of  the  passage 
is  very  clear.  Every  branch  that  does 
not  abide  in  the  vine  and  bear  fruit  is 
gathered  up,  taken  away,  and  burned 
(verse  2,  6).  This  refers  to  unbelievers. 
But  of  the  branches  which  do  abide 
in  the  vine  and  bear  fruit,  God  prunes 
them  so  they  will  bear  more  fruit 
(verse  2).  This  refers  to  believers. 
God's  intention  here  is  unmistakable. 
He  is  very  interested  in  seeing  us  be 
fruitful.  Yet,  He  not  only  wants  fruit: 
He  wants  more  fruit.  The  pruning 
describes  the  trials  and  tribulations 
that  God  allows  to  come  our  way  in 
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Sowing  seeds  of  friendship  is 
more  fruitful  in  the  long  run. 


order  to  develop  and  mature  us 
spiritually.  The  purpose  of  this  is  so 
we  might  bear  more  fruit.  God  wants 
to  see  more  fruit  in  our  lives. 

Once  God  saved  us,  He  could  have 
taken  us  right  to  heaven  with  the 
question  of  our  salvation  settled  for 
eternity.  He  left  us  here  for  three 
reasons:  to  develop  our  relationship 
with  Him,  to  become  more  like  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  bring  others  to  the 
Savior.  All  three  involve  bearing  fruit 
in  the  life  of  the  believer. 

Two  of  the  best-known  verses  in  all 
the  Bible  are  Ephesians  2:8-9.  They 
describe  how  we  are  saved  not  by  do- 
ing good  works,  but  solely  by  grace 
through  faith.  However,  verses  8  and 
9  should  never  be  separated  from 
verse  10,  which  says,  "For  we  are 
God's  workmanship,  created  in  Christ 
Jesus  to  do  good  works,  which  God 
prepared  in  advance  for  us  to  do."  (NTV) 
Thus,  we  are  saved  not  because  of 
good  works,  but  we  are  saved  to  do 
good  works.  Almost  everything  we 
own,  we  bought  for  a  specific  purpose. 
Cars,  radios,  washing  machines,  and 
lamps  have  specific  functions.  If  they 
do  not  fulfill  their  purpose,  they  are 
useless  to  us.  God  saved  us  so  we 
might  bear  fruit  for  Him.  We  should 
desire  to  see  fruit  in  our  lives  to  the 
same  extent  that  God  does. 

When  I  was  in  high  school,  I  put 
together  a  leaf  collection  for  biology 
class.  That  project  really  helped  me 
learn  to  identify  trees.  But  I  also  know 
there  is  a  much  easier  way  to 
distinguish  most  trees  ~  by  their  fruit. 
An  oak  tree  bears  acorns,  an  apple 
tree  apples,  a  peach  tree  peaches,  and 
so  on. 

Then,  how  do  you  know  a  Chris- 
tian? Most  people  refer  back  to  the 
time  and  place  they  received  the  Lord. 
That  is  an  important  benchmark,  but 
it  can  never  stand  alone.  In  fact,  the 
Bible  never  uses  that  as  the  basis  for 
knowing  we,  or  anyone  else,  are  saved. 

John  told  those  he  baptized  in 
preparation  for  Jesus'  coming,  "Pro- 
duce fruit  in  keeping  with 
repentence."  (Luke  3:8  NIV)  Similar- 
ly, Jesus  said  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  "By  their  fruit  you  will 
recognize  them.  Do  people  pick 
grapes  from  thornbushes,  or  figs  from 
thistles?   Likewise   every   good   tree 


bears  good  fruit,  but  a  bad  tree  bears 
bad  fruit.  A  good  tree  cannot  bear  bad 
fruit,  and  a  bad  tree  cannot  bear  good 
fruit.  Every  tree  that  does  not  bear 
good  fruit  is  cut  down  and  thrown  in- 
to the  fire."  (Matthew  7:16-19  NIV) 

While  Jesus  said  this  in  regard  to 
false  teachers,  the  underlying  princi- 
ple applies  to  all.  You  can  tell  where 
a  person  is  spiritually  by  the  kind  of 
fruit  he  bears,  lb  emphasize  the  seri- 
ousness of  this,  Jesus  added,  "Not 


everyone  who  says  to  me,  'Lord,  Lord,' 
will  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
only  he  who  does  the  will  of  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven.  Many  will 
say  to  me  on  that  day,  'Lord,  Lord,  did 
we  not  prophesy  in  your  name,  and  in 
your  name  drive  out  demons  and  per- 
form miracles?'  Then  I  will  tell  them 
plainly,  'I  never  knew  you.  Away  from 
me,  you  evildoers"  (Matthew  7:21-23 


NIV).  These  are  some  of  the  most 
sobering  verses  in  all  the  Bible.  The 
only  solace  we  have  comes  from  bear- 
ing good  fruit. 

In  the  same  way,  the  Apostle  John 
wrote,  "We  know  that  we  have  come 
to  know  him  if  we  obey  his  com- 
mands" (I  John  2:3  NIV).  As  Jesus 
pointed  out,  our  obedience  to  God 
results  in  our  bearing  fruit.  If  there  is 
no  fruit,  there  is  no  life.  If  one  is  truly 
saved,  there  will  be  fruit.  An  apple 
tree  bears  apples  consistent  with  its 
nature.  Similarly,  every  believer  will 
bear  fruit  consistent  with  his  new 
nature. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  in  the  life  of  every 
believer.  It  is  His  will  there  be  fruit  in 
the  life  of  the  child  of  God.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  never  lacking  in  power,  and 
therefore  He  will  accomplish  His  will. 
The  believer  who  is  not  bearing  fruit 
has  no  basis  for  assurance  of  his 
salvation. 

One  other  quality  should  be  noted 
about  bearing  fruit.  When  we  think 
about  a  fruit  tree,  that  tree  doesn't 
have  to  groan  and  strain  to  bear  fruit. 
It  just  produces  it  naturally. 

The  same  is  true  with  the  believer. 
He  should  simply  begin  bearing  fruit 
in  his  life  naturally  as  he  abides  in 
Christ.  Thus,  there  may  be  changes 
in  the  life  of  a  new  believer  even  before 
he  sees  the  list  of  fruit  of  the  spirit  in 
Galatians  5,  which  serves  as  a  good 
check  list.  It  shows  us  what  God 
wants  us  to  become. 

Since  we  are  to  exhort  others,  it  is 
helpful  to  know  specifically  what  God 
wants  to  see  in  our  lives.  As  long  as 
we  do  not  judge  others  by  imputing 
motives  or  by  having  a  condemning 
spirit,  this  can  be  helpful.  The  point 
is:  at  least  some  of  the  internal  fruit 
should  begin  to  appear  naturally  in  a 
believer. 

Similarly,  if  one  realizes  the  need 
for  all  men  to  hear  the  Gospel  in  order 
to  be  saved,  he  should  begin  to  have 
a  burden  and  share  naturally  even 
before  he  reads  of  the  Great  Commis- 
sion. Bearing  fruit  is  not  exceptional, 
it  is  normal.  Fruit  is  the  result  of  an 
abundant  life.  If  a  tree  is  healthy,  it 
will  produce  fruit.  If  there  is  new  life 
in  a  person,  he  will  produce  new  fruit. 

When  grapes,  apples,  or  any  other 
fruits  are  eaten  we  derive  enjoyment 
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from  the  taste  and  receive  nutrition 
from  the  substance  of  the  fruit.  God 
provided  fruit  to  benefit  us  in  both 
ways,  but  the  fruit  was  also  designed 
to  benefit  the  tree.  As  the  fruit  falls  to 
the  ground  and  breaks  down,  new 
trees  begin  to  grow  from  the  seeds  in 
the  fruit.  Likewise,  if  the  fruit  is  car- 
ried away  by  an  animal  or  bird  and 
eaten  elsewhere,  a  new  tree  may  begin 
to  grow  wherever  the  seeds  happen  to 
fall.  Through  this  method,  the  species 
of  tree  is  propagated. 

The  same  is  true  with  the  life  of  a 
Christian.  It  was  said  before,  there  is 
a  direct  link  between  internal  fruit 
and  external  fruit  in  the  life  of  a 
believer.  Like  a  vine  full  of  grapes  is 
appealing  to  the  eye,  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  will  become  apparent  in  the  life 
of  a  growing  believer.  Without  realiz- 
ing it,  inner  joy,  love,  peace,  and  so 
forth,  will  become  evident.  These 
qualities  will  affect  his  actions,  mak- 
ing the  believer  appealing  to  those 
around  him.  Soon,  unbelievers  may 
begin  to  search  for  the  Lord  because 
they  want  to  know  what  makes  be- 
lievers different.  They  may  see  the 
very  qualities  they  have  tried  to  un- 
successfully develop  in  their  own 
lives.  This  leads  to  a  perfect  oppor- 
tunity for  believers  to  share  the  faith, 
which  may  result  in  leading  unbe- 
lievers to  Christ. 

Thus,  there  are  seeds  contained 
within  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  and  one 
way  those  can  be  sown  is  by  living  the 
Christian  life  the  way  it  ought  to  be 
lived. 

During  door-to-door  visitation,  I 
often  see  individuals  pray  to  receive 
Christ.  Yet  despite  their  sincerity  at 
the  time,  often  they  do  not  follow 
through.  On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot 
think  of  a  single  time  when  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  get  to  know  someone, 
and  live  the  Christian  life  before  them, 
when  the  moment  comes  I  am  able  to 
share  the  Gospel,  they  have  made  a 
commitment  for  keeps. 

I  am  not  saying  we  should  stop 
door-to-door  visitation,  but  we  must 
do  both.  Even  though  it  takes  longer, 
sowing  the  seeds  of  friendship  is  more 
fruitful  in  the  long  run.  And  that  is 
what  we  need  to  focus  on:  sowing 
good  seed  and  bearing  much  fruit. 

The  comparison  of  people  to  plants 


is  one  of  the  most  common 
metaphors  in  Scripture.  Central  to  the 
whole  figure  is  the  concept  of  bearing 
fruit.  God  is  very  desirous  that  we 
bear  fruit.  When  we  realize  our  fruit- 
fulness  glorifies  God,  that  it  fulfills  His 
purpose  for  us,  that  it  confirms  our 
salvation,  and  that  it  draws  others  to 
God,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Bible 
speaks  so  strongly  and  frequently 
about  the  believer  bearing  fruit.  It 
should  be  a  basic  and  natural  part  of 
the  Christian  life,  just  as  a  healthy 
tree  will  naturally  bear  fruit.  Bearing 
fruit  is  not  optional  in  the  Christian 
life,  it  is  vital,  herjld 
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FAITHFULNESS: 

The  Spiritual  Fruit 
of  Discipleship 


by  BRIAN  SMITH 


In  our  obedience  to 
fulfill  Christ's  great 
commission  by  disci- 
pling  others,  our  spirit- 
ual fruit  of  faithfulness 
grows  stronger. 


JV. 


one  today  are  ignorant  of,  or 
immune  to  the  lack  of  commitment 
besetting  many  believers.  This  lack  of 
commitment  often  precedes  the  frac- 
turing, splintering,  even  dismantling 
of  geographic  bodies  of  Christ.  Par- 
ishioners leave  churches;  pastors 
change  pulpits;  and  missionaries 
abandon  fields. 

What  does  it  take  to  remain 
faithful?  And,  since  faithfulness  is  a 
"spiritual  fruit"  (Galatians  5:22),  how 
does  that  affect  our  concept  of  it,  and 
our  responsibility  in  developing  it? 

A  few  years  ago  I  planted  an  orange 
tree  in  my  backyard.  When  I  purchas- 
ed the  tree,  it  had  one  lone  orange 
hanging  from  its  branches.  That  one 
orange  assured  me  of  two  things:  1) 
The  tree  was  indeed  an  orange  tree 
(not  a  lemon  or  grapefruit  tree);  and 
2)  It  was  alive  and  capable  of  produc- 
ing fruit. 

What  does  an  orange  tree  have  to  do 
with  faithfulness?  Simply  this:  Where 
there  is  real  life  in  Christ  the  fruit  of 
faithfulness  is  present.  The  Bible 
declares,  when  an  individual  receives 
Jesus  Christ  as  his  Lord  and  Savior, 


his  body  becomes  the  Temple  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  (I  Cor.  3:16,  6:19).  Paul 
describes  this  indwelling  as  a  "new 
creation"  (II  Corinthians  5:17),  or  new 
life.  That  new  life  is  evidenced  by  fruit. 
Jesus  said  in  Matthew  7:20,  "you  will 
know  them  by  their  fruits."  Paul  later 
classified  this  fruit  in  Galatians 
5:22-23  as  ".  .  .  love,  joy,  peace,  pa- 
tience, kindness,  goodness,  faithful- 
ness, gentleness,  self-control  .  .  ." 

There  are  various  perspectives  on 
this  passage  in  Galatians.  Some  state 
that  since  the  word  "fruit"  is  singular 
rather  than  plural  ("fruits"),  the 
evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a 
believer's  life  involves  all  seven  at 
once  -  or  none  at  all. 

I  have  not  found  this  to  be  true  in 
my  twenty-five  years  as  a  Christian. 
When  I  first  became  a  Christian  there 
appeared  initial  fruit  that  gave 
evidence  of  my  new  life.  "Love,"  "joy," 
"peace,"  were  initial  manifestations  of 
the  new  life  I  had.  Like  my  newly  pur- 
chased orange  tree  with  its  orange,  I 
had  seasons  of  crops  yet  to  be 
developed  in  my  life.  "Patience," 
"kindness,"  "goodness,"  "faithful- 
ness," "gentleness,"  and  "self-control" 
needed  years  of  proper  nourishment, 
deep  watering,  and  pruning. 

A  garden  when  left  to  itself  grows 
improperly,  gets  choked  by  weeds, 
and  produces  inferior  fruit.  Likewise, 
the  new  believer,  though  capable  of 
producing  a  unique  fruit,  will  produce 
inferior  fruit  when  left  to  himself. 

"Faithfulness"  is  one  of  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit  that  requires  time,  nourish- 
ment, and  cultivation.  It  is  evidenced 
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after  many  seasons,  not  at  the  outset 
of  the  new  life. 

THE  PERSPECTIVE  OF  FAITHFULNESS 

Jesus  Christ  provides  the  believer 
with  the  clearest  perspective  on  faith- 
fulness. In  Luke  12:35-40,  Jesus  uses 
a  parable  to  teach  His  disciples  the 
meaning  of  faithfulness.  In  the  par- 
able, household  servants  are  left  in 
charge  of  their  master's  estate  during 
his  absence.  The  dominating  motiva- 
tion to  the  faithfulness  of  the  servants 
is  the  imminent  return  of  their  master. 

Jesus  declares,  "Be  dressed  in 
readiness,  and  keep  your  lamp  alight. 
And  be  like  men  who  are  waiting  for 
their  master  when  he  returns  from 
the  wedding  feast,  so  that  they  may 
immediately  open  the  door  for  him 
when  he  comes  and  knocks"  (Luke 
12:35-36).  The  phrase,  "be  dressed  in 
readiness"  more  literally  says  "let 
your  loins  be  girded".  In  the  historical 
period  of  our  Lord's  parable  men  wore 
long  robes.  Since  those  robes  would 
be  cumbersome  in  travel,  work,  or 
war,  men  would  "gird",  or  tie  with  a 
rope,  the  loose  ends. 

In  the  parable,  the  servants'  master 
is  away  at  a  wedding  feast.  Since  wed- 
ding celebrations  could  last  several 
days,  the  master's  return,  though  im- 
minent, was  not  necessarily  imme- 
diate. But  the  servants  were  to  keep 

I  1 

One  of  the  hinderances 
to  faithfulness  today  is 
Christians  being 
"packed  to  leave  with 
Christ"  rather  than 
"girded  to  meet  Christ." 

their  robes  girded  for  work,  and  keep 
the  home  ready  for  their  master's 
return,  irrespective  of  the  hour.  In  ap- 
plying this  cultural  practice  to 
spiritual  faithfulness,  Jesus  instructs 
His  disciples  to  always  have  their 
"spiritual  loins"  girded  for  work,  for 
they  do  not  know  at  which  hour  He 
will  return. 

One  of  the  hinderances  to  faith- 
fulness  today   is   Christians   being 


"packed  to  leave  with  Christ"  rather 
than  "girded  to  meet  Christ".  The  ser- 
vants in  the  parable  were  to  be  work- 
ing up  to  and  including  the  hour  of 
their  master's  return.  A  lady  once 
asked  John  Wesley  how  he  would  use 
the  last  few  hours  of  his  life  if  he  knew 
he  was  to  die  at  midnight  the  next 
day.  His  reply:  "Why  madam,  just  as 
I  intend  to  spend  it  now.  I  would 
preach  this  evening  at  Gloucester, 
and  again  at  five  tomorrow  morning; 
after  that  I  would  ride  to  Tewkesbury, 
preach  in  the  afternoon,  and  meet  the 
societies  in  the  evening.  I  would  then 
go  to  my  friend  Martin's  house,  who 
expects  to  entertain  me,  talk  and  pray 
with  the  family  as  usual,  retire  to  my 
room  at  10  o'clock,  commend  myself 
to  my  heavenly  Father,  lie  down  to 
rest,  and  wake  up  in  Glory". 

We,  as  Christ's  servants,  are  to 
faithfully  work  up  to  and  including 
the  hour  of  our  Master's  return. 

THE  PERSEVERANCE  OF  FAITHFULNESS 

Christ's  command  to  "be  dressed  in 
readiness"  (Luke  12:35)  is  the  main 
premise  of  our  study  on  "faithful- 
ness". There  is  no  better  way  to  stay 
faithful  in  our  master's  absence  than 
by  obeying  His  last  command  to  make 
disciples  (Matthew  28:19). 

I  believe  obedience  to  this  com- 
mand will  result  in  a  two-fold  harvest. 
First,  it  will  increase  our  own  produc- 
tivity in  the  spiritual  fruit  of 
faithfulness.  Secondly,  it  will  create 
faithfulness  of  younger  believers. 
These  two  harvests  will  not  be 
developed  in  isolation,  but  corporate- 
ly,  since  they  are  developed  through 
interaction  with  other  believers. 
Solomon  clarified  this  spiritual  in- 
terdependence by  declaring,  "Two  are 
better  than  one  because  they  have  a 
good  return  for  their  labor.  For  if 
either  of  them  falls,  the  one  will  lift  up 
his  companion.  But  woe  to  the  one 
who  falls  when  there  is  not  another 
to  lift  him  up.  Furthermore,  if  two  lie 
down  together  they  keep  warm,  but 
how  can  one  be  warm  alone?  And  if 
one  can  overpower  him  who  is  alone, 
two  can  resist  him.  A  cord  of  three 
strands  is  not  quickly  torn  apart"  (Ec- 
clesiastes  4:9-12). 


In  our  obedience  to  fulfill  Christ's 
great  commission  by  discipling 
others,  our  spiritual  fruit  of 
faithfulness  grows  stronger.  And  in 
that  process  we  are  cultivating  a  crop 
of  faithfulness  in  the  lives  of  those 
whom  God  has  entrusted  to  our  care. 

The  Apostle  Paul  illustrated  the 
persevering  character  of  faithfulness 
in  his  analogy  of  the  Christian  life  to 


The  Christian  life  is  a 
race.  Yet  we  do  not  race 
against  others,  but  only 
against  ourselves. 

athletics.  "Do  you  not  know  that 
those  who  run  in  a  race  all  run,  but 
only  one  receives  the  prize?  Run  in 
such  a  way  that  you  may  win  .  .  ."  (I 
Corinthians  9:24). 

How  vividly  I  remember  a  thirteen 
mile  race  I  participated  in  several 
years  ago.  Hundreds  of  runners  from 
all  over  Southern  California  had  con- 
gregated in  Laguna  Beach  for  this  an- 
nual event.  Though  I  had  been  run- 
ning several  miles  a  day  for  a  number 
of  years,  thirteen  miles  over  hills  and 
vales  seemed  quite  a  challenge.  For 
me,  to  finish  the  race  was  the  goal,  the 
equivalent  of  winning. 

As  the  gun  sounded,  because  of  the 
number  of  entrants  it  took  several 
minutes  before  everyone  could  start. 
But  before  long  I  was  in  the  midst  of 
the  race.  In  the  course  of  the  run,  I 
was  interested  by  the  various  types  of 
individuals  who  dropped  out.  Some 
lasted  just  a  few  miles-- they  had  only 
been  interested  in  the  fanfare  of  the 
start.  They  had  no  intention  of 
finishing.  There  were  others  who  had 
started  the  race  at  a  rapid  pace.  Their 
purpose  wasn't  solely  to  finish,  but  to 
finish  ahead  of  everyone  else.  Unfor- 
tunately, many  misjudged  the 
distance,  or  their  endurance,  or  both. 
They  hit  the  proverbial  "wall"  late  in 
the  race,  and  were  unable  to  finish. 

My  goal  was  to  finish.  Since  I  had 
run  daily  for  years,  I  had  my  pace 
down  pat.  I  knew  that  if  I  could  run 
three  miles  everyday  at  that  pace,  I 
could  certainly  run  thirteen. 
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I  plodded  along.  Many  passed  me, 
but  I  was  oblivious  to  their  chants  of 
ridicule  (though  one  90  year  old  great- 
grandmother  almost  tripped  me  with 
her  crutches  as  she  passed).  I  had  a 
pace  that  I  knew  would  get  me  to  the 
finish.  Two  hours  and  eight  minutes 
later  I  trotted  across  the  finish  line  (or 
what  was  left  of  it).  Though  somewhat 
weary  from  my  run,  I  was  elated  that 
I  had  "won"  --  for  you  see,  for  me  to 
finish  the  race  was  to  win! 

That's  faithfulness!  Not  how  fast 
you  run,  but  whether  or  not  you 
finish.  That  is  why  "faithfulness"  is 
a  spiritual  fruit  of  discipleship.  Unless 
a  pace  is  established  and  maintained, 
finishing  is  only  a  dream  and  not  a 
reality.  The  Apostle  Paul  declared  in 
his  Philippian  letter  ".  .  .  one  thing  I 
do:  forgetting  what  lies  behind  and 
reaching  forward  to  what  lies  ahead, 
I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the  prize 
of  the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus"  (Philippians  3:13-14). 

The  discipline  of  maintaining  a  dai- 
ly pace  fortifies  us  for  the  ridicule  and 
opposition  which  might  otherwise 
cause  us  to  leave  churches,  pulpits,  or 
mission  fields. 

How  elated  Paul  must  have  been 
when  He  declared  to  his  spiritual  son 
Timothy,  "I  have  fought  the  good 
fight,  I  have  finished  the  course,  I  have 
kept  the  faith;  in  the  future  there  is 
laid  up  for  me  the  crown  of 
righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  Judge,  will  award  to  me  on 
that  day,  and  not  only  to  me,  but  also 
to  all  who  have  loved  His  appearing" 
(II  Timothy  4:7-8).  h£r*ld 


Brian  Smith  is  the  founding  pastor 
of  the  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Riverside,  Calif.  He  also  serves  as 
west  coast  consultant  for  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions.  He  and 
his  wife  Kathu,  have  two  children. 


Indiarjlarjds  II 


A  tour  designed 
specifically  to  share  the 

vision  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Navajo  Mission. 


June  3-10,  1986 


See  —  Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Mission; 

Old  Town,  Albuquerque; 

Aztec  Ruins  National  Monument; 

Monument  Valley;  Grand  Canyon 

Worship  with  the  Navajos  at  the  Red  Lake,  AZ 
Navajo  Grace  Brethren  Church 

Learn  the  Indian  way  with  a  tour  into  the  back 
country  and  visit  a  native  hogan. 

SOUNDS  LIKE  FUN! 

Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  Indianlands  II  Tour! 

Name    

Address 

City State Zip 


Phone 


Return  to:  GRACE  BRETHREN  HOME  MISSIONS 

P.O.  Box  587 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
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Build  A 
Nest  Egg 

For  God 


A  deposit  in  the  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 
will  not  only  help  you  meet  personal  financial  goals,  it 
will  create  a  nest  egg  to  help  in  the  Lord's  work.  Funds 
placed  in  the  GBIF  are  used  to  help  growing  Grace 
Brethren  churches  construct  new  facilities  and  purchase 
needed  equipment  —  at  a  cost  below  commercial  loan 
rates. 

Build  a  nest  egg  for  the  Lord  with  an  investment  in  the 
GBIF! 


Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 

Box  587  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
(219)  267-5161 
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Cultivating 
Commitment 


by  ROB  WILKINS 


The  scene  is  Bermuda,  or  some  other  island 
paradise  -  coconut  palms  on  a  warm  orange 
skyline,  breaking  waves,  a  scent  of  half-silence. 

Not  bad  for  an  office  wall. 

The  real  scene,  of  course,  is  outside  the  win- 
dow. Winona  Lake  and  November  are  an 
uneasy  mixture.  The  peak  of  autumn  is  three 
weeks  history;  winter  coming,  a  slow  slide  on 
continual  gray  mists  and  brown  leaves. 

And  Ed  Lewis,  Bermuda  in  the  background, 
is  laughing  again.  It  must  be  understood  that 
this  is  not  a  common  chuckle  or  a  run-of-the- 
mill  guffaw.  Ed  Lewis  means  business. 


L. 


'  ewis  has  more  than  one  job. 
He  is  the  new  director  of  Grace  Bre- 
thren Christian  Education  and  con- 
tinues to  perform  many  of  his  duties 
as  director  of  youth  ministries.  He 
also  works  as  director  of  personnel  for 
Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions. 

But  those  are  just  job  titles.  The  real 
work  is  much  simpler  to  define,  but 
more  difficult  to  perform. 

"I  am  told  that  I  am  to  demonstrate 
the  fruit  of  the  spirit  in  my  life,"  Lewis 
says.  "The  demonstration  of  the  fruit 
of  the  spirit  only  comes  as  I  want 
Christ  to  rule  in  my  life." 

"I  feel  like  I  can't  put  all  my  trust 
in  an  organization  or  people  because 
they  will  fail  me.  My  trust  has  to  be 


in  God.  So  as  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  are 
demonstrated,  I  want  to  be  an  en- 
couragement to  others." 

So  Ed  Lewis  laughs  like  he  means 
it.  He  uses  words  like  "great,"  "in- 
credible," and  "fantastic"  frequently. 
And  with  volume.  It  is  difficult  to  be 
depressed  around  the  man. 

"I  want  to  be  an  encourager 
because  I  believe  that  is  something 
that  God  wants  us  to  do."  Lewis  says. 
"I  want  to  do  whatever  I  can  to  help 
build  other  people  up  because  I  feel 
there  is  so  much  in  the  world  that 
tears  them  down." 

But  don't  let  the  laughter  fool  you. 
Ed  Lewis  is  a  serious  man.  He  is  com- 
mitted  to   change   where   he   sees 
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The  demonstration  of  the  fruit  of 
the  spirit  comes  as  I  want  Christ 
to  rule  in  my  life. 


change  needed.  In  that  respect,  a  pat 
on  the  back  is  only  as  likely  as  a  kick 
(albeit  gentle  and  well-placed)  in  the 
pants. 

Both,  he  says,  can  be  forms  of 
encouragement. 

Thirty  nine  years  have  taken  a  toll 
on  Ed  Lewis'  hairline.  But  his  primary 
concern,  still,  is  for  youth. 

"I  still  want  to  keep  my  finger  in  the 
area  youth  ministries,"  Lewis  says.  "I 
don't  want  to  give  the  impression  to 

I  1 

I  want  to  be  an  en- 
courager  because  I 
believe  that  is 
something  God 
wants  us  to  do. 

our  churches  that  once  you  lose  your 
hair  or  start  getting  a  bulge  around 
the  belly,  that  you  can  no  longer  work 
with  young  people." 

About  80  percent  of  what  Lewis 
does  involves  youth.  At  Christian 
Education,  he  works  with  programs 
for  churches,  including  Sunday 
School  ministries,  growth  programs, 
discipleship  programs  and  so  on.  Also 
he  works  to  implement  ideas  where 
youth  have  opportunities  for  ministry: 
Barnabas  and  Timothy  Teams,  the 
TIME  program,  Euro-Missions  In- 
stitute and  so  on.  He  also  manages  to 
run  the  Grace  Brethren  National 
Youth  Conference  each  year. 

In  his  job  at  Foreign  Missions,  he  is 
responsible  for  recruiting  candidates 
for  missionary  service. 

It's  important  for  Lewis  to  maintain 
one-to-one  relationships  with  the 
youth.  Although  he  has  taken  more  of 
an  administrative  role  at  Christian 
Education,  he  says  he  does  not  want 
to  become  an  "ivory  tower"  type. 

"These  kids  need  adults  who  are 
willing  to  love  them  no  matter  what," 
Lewis  says.  "You  don't  have  to  be  a 
teenager  to  minister  to  teenagers.  You 
don't  have  to  be  a  24-year-old  with  a 
swimming  pool  in  your  backyard. 
What  we  need  are  adults  who  are  will- 
ing to  pour  their  lives  into  them." 

Lewis    is    concerned    about   the 


church's  relationship  to  its  young 
people. 

"I  don't  like  it  when  people  say  that 
they  (young  people)  are  the  church  of 
tomorrow  because  that  implies  that 
they  are  not  important  today.  They 
are  part  of  the  church  today.  But  they 
are  our  leaders  of  tomorrow  and  we've 
got  to  invest  in  that.  I  think  that  if  we 
are  going  to  see  anything  happen  in 
our  fellowship,  it's  going  to  have  to  be 
something  that  happens  in  youth 
ministries." 

But,  Lewis  says,  at  the  present  time 
there  is  a  lack  of  effective  youth 
ministry. 

He  says  that  many  "Christian"  kids 
do  not  know  the  difference  between 
Matthew,  Luke,  Mark  and  John  and 
that  many  -  perhaps  as  many  as  65 
percent  nationwide  -  are  involved  in 
premarital  sex. 

"We  are  assuming  that  they  are 
picking  up  things  because  they  are  so 
exposed  to  Christian  values,"  Lewis 
says.  "We  assume  they  know  the 
truth  when  a  lot  of  them,  in  fact,  do 
not." 

Lewis  says  that  much  of  youth 
ministry  is  geared  to  maintaining  a 
status  quo. 

"I  really  don't  think  the  church  is 
aggressively  thinking  about  how  they 
can  really  reach  young  people.  I  think 
they  are  mainly  interested  in  keeping 
the  kids  who  are  coming.  This  relates 
to  the  philosophy  of  the  church." 

"A  lot  of  people  see  children's 
ministries  only  as  a  means  of  babysit- 
ting so  we  can  get  in  our  sermons. 
The  same  attitude  prevails  in  our 
youth  ministries  -  if  we  can  just  keep 
these  kids  active  and  keep  them  off 
the  streets  and  keep  them  from  doing 
something  wrong,  then  they  will  be 
really  worthwhile  sometime  down  the 
line." 

Lewis  says  the  problem  is  related  to 
a  lack  of  commitment  and  faith. 

"It's  a  risk  getting  involved  with 
these  kids,"  Lewis  says.  "But  I  think 
that  our  people  are  not  really  seeing 
the  potential  in  what  these  kids  could 
become.  Faith  means  I  believe  God 
and  I  believe  in  what  these  young  peo- 
ple can  become.  If  you  can't  see  that, 
then  we  might  as  well  close  the  doors. 
You've  lost  vision." 

And  a  lack  of  vision  means  a  lack 


of  people  willing  to  invest  their  lives 
in  others.  And  that  means  passing  on 
a  faith  without  heart,  Lewis  says. 

"I  think  that  Christianity  to  them 
(the  young  people)  often  becomes  this 
thing  of  what  they  don't  do.  They 
don't  go  to  movies  and  they  don't  go 
to  dances  and  they  don't  smoke  and 
they  don't  drink.  So  Christianity 
doesn't  take  life  for  them,  it  doesn't 
have  a  heartbeat  for  people." 

Part  of  the  problem,  Lewis  feels,  is 
that  the  church  has  become  isolated. 
It  is  not  wrong  to  disciple  and  meet 
the  needs  of  people  within  the  body. 
But  there  must  be  a  goal. 

"One  aspect  of  the  great  commis- 
sion is  obviously  teaching  and  disci- 
pling,"  Lewis  says.  "But  it  is  assum- 
ed that  we  are  going  to  go  out  and 
minister  to  the  unbelieving  world.  I'm 
not  sure  that  is  happening." 

"The  great  commission,  in  one 
sense,  has  become  the  great  sugges- 
tion or  the  great  idea.  What  we  have 
to  remember  is  that  this  is  a 
command." 

"If  we  are  not  careful  we  are  just  go- 
ing to  become  like  the  sponge  that 

I  1 

The  great  commission, 
in  one  sense,  has 
become  the  great  sug- 
gestion or  the  great 
idea.  What  we  have  to 
remember  is  that  this  is 
a  command. 

soaks  so  much  up  that  it  gets 
saturated.  When  that  happens,  it  is 
not  going  to  have  any  effectiveness.  It 
needs  to  be  wrung  out." 

Part  of  Ed  Lewis'  job  is  to  help  wring 
out  the  church.  He  is  seldom  critical 
for  the  sake  of  being  critical.  His  goal 
in  his  job  at  Christian  Education  is  to 
speak  revival. 

And  revival  to  Lewis  means  display- 
ing the  fruit  of  the  spirit. 

"Revival  is  bringing  your  obedience 
level  up  to  your  knowledge  level," 
Lewis  says.  "If  we  are  willing  to  be 
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obedient  to  God  and  to  put  him  first 
in  our  life,  then  it  does  reflect  in  the 
fruit  of  the  spirit." 

The  fruit  of  the  spirit  minister  to 
people's  needs.  And,  in  everything 
Lewis  does  and  proposes,  that  is  the 
starting  point. 

"You  need  to  start  with  the  needs  of 
people,"  Lewis  says.  "That  means  to 
start  at  where  they  are  hurting.  It's 
just  like  when  you  have  a  class  at 
school,  you  might  have  a  whole  lot  of 
good  things  that  you  studied  for  and 
you  might  have  a  lot  of  answers.  But 
if  it's  not  the  answer  to  the  question 
you  are  being  asked,  then  it's  never 
going  to  be  the  right  answer." 

"We  ask  ourselves  why  we  don't 
have  enough  heart  for  evangelism, 
and  why  we  don't  have  enough  care 
and  why  we  don't  have  more  adequate 
teaching..  Well,  to  me,  it's  basically  a 
symptom  of  the  fact  that  I  think  there 
is  a  need  for  having  a  heart  for  God." 

Ed  Lewis  is  a  man  that  knows  the 
importance  of  a  heart  for  God.  His 
relationship  with  the  Lord  has  helped 
him  through  some  critical  times,  in- 
cluding a  struggle  with  being  single. 

He  feels  his  job  is  an  "incredible  gift 
from  God."  The  travel  and  the  input 
into  churches  and  lives  of  future 
leaders  of  the  denomination  are 
rewarding. 

But  his  biggest  challenge  is  to  live 
the  Christian  life  on  a  day-to-day 
basis.  And  even  when  November  falls 
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into  Indiana  December,  Ed  Lewis,  Ber- 
muda in  the  background,  is  likely  to 
laugh  like  he  means  it.  hsrjld 


Wilklns  is  the  director  of  infor- 
mation Services  at  Grace 
Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the 
publications  and  promotional 
materials  of  the  Development 
Department. 
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"The  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  is  love,  joy, 
peace,  patience,  kind- 
ness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 
gentleness,  self- 
|  control;  against  such 
things  there  is  no 
law." 

Galatians  5:22-23 


by  WENDELL  KENT 
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The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 
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like  Ann  Landers'  definition  of 
love:  "friendship  caught  fire."  That's 
a  good  way  of  pointing  out  the  dif- 
ference between  a  casual  relationship 
and  one  of  intimacy  and  growth. 

Christmas  is  a  love  story.  It's  the 
story  of  God's  love  for  a  world;  made 
a  little  more  understandable  by 
presenting  to  us  the  story  of  man's 
love  for  a  woman  (Joseph  for  Mary) 
and  a  woman's  love  for  a  child  (Mary 
for  Jesus).  God's  friendship  for  this 
sinful,  rebellious,  uncaring  world 
seemed  to  catch  fire  with  the  sending 
of  His  Son.  He  has  loved  the  world  all 
along,  but  suddenly  here  was  proof. 
He  sent  His  only  Son  to  live  and  die 
among  us. 

Love  is  part  of  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 
The  Apostle  John  dares  to  suggest 
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The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  present 
no  matter  what  the  circumstances 
may  be. 


that  if  we  don't  love,  we  don't  know 
God  (I  John  4:7-10).  Christians  are  to 
be  reflectors  of  the  love  of  God.  We'll 
never  be  photo  copies  of  the  original, 
but,  as  time  passes,  we  should  be  pro- 
ducing sharper  images  of  the  One 
whose  example  we  follow. 

Has  my  interest  in  the  world  of 
people  around  me  caught  fire  yet? 
Perhaps  the  essence  of  a  missionary 
call  is  the  awakening  of  kinship  to  the 
world  of  sinful  people  around  us. 
God's  love  is  unprejudiced. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  God  has 
one  Son  and  that  One  was  a  mis- 
sionary. He  was  willing  to  go  where 
He  wasn't  wanted,  live  where  He 
wasn't  comfortable,  teach  those  who 
were  slow  learners,  and  then  give  the 
ultimate  gift  -  His  life  -  to  the 
undeserving. 

"Follow  after  love,"  we  are  told  in 
I  Corinthians  14:1.  If  anything 
should  characterize  the  Christian  and 
set  him  in  bold  relief  from  the  world, 
it  should  be  that  he  loves. 


I 

PORTRAIT: 

JAKE  AND 
FREDA  KLIEVER 


The  sound  of  the  explosion  ripped 
through  the  house.  Missionary  Jake 
Kliever  jumped  up  and  ran  to  the  kit- 
chen where  his  wife,  Freda,  had  been 
working.  The  stove  had  blown  up  and 
Jake  was  terrified  of  what  had  hap- 
pened to  his  wife. 

During  the  weeks  of  recuperation 
from  burns,  Freda  received  tender 
care  from  her  husband.  Anything  she 
wanted  or  needed  he  hurriedly  found 
and  gave  to  her.  But  for  Jake,  this  was 
a  natural  and  common  response.  The 
Klievers  always  helped  each  other, 
built  up  each  other,  loved  each  other. 

They  were  committed.  Jake  and 
Freda  were  friends  with  the  Africans- 
committed  to  their  growth.  When  the 
Chad  opened  for  missionaries,  they 
went  alone  to  teach  and  minister  to 
the  Chadians.  Their  love  was  far 
reaching  and  self-sacrificing. 


The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 


Jai 


W. 


hen  Jesus  spoke  of  His 
own  joy,  He  wished  that  it  might  in- 
fect His  disciples  (John  15:11).  Yet  we 
think  of  Jesus  as  a  "man  of  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief  (Isaiah 
53:7).  Obviously,  if  Jesus  was  a  joyful 
person,  then  our  definition  of  joy 
doesn't  have  to  be  one  that  demands 
a  trouble-free  life.  A  person  can  be 
joyful  and  know  sadness  and  pain  - 
even  at  the  same  time! 


Eddie  Miller 


Jake  and  Freda  Kliever 


18 


HERALD/  February  1986 


F  M  S 


Children  liked  to  be  around  Jesus. 
That  alone  should  tell  us  that  He  was 
not  a  gloom  peddler.  People  listened 
to  Him  gladly  (Mark  12:37)  as  He 
radiated  joy.  He  was  satisfied  with  the 
way  His  Father  was  running  the 
world. 

Paul  had  many  visitors  in  prison. 
Since  no  one  had  to  visit  him,  he 
must  have  had  something  that  made 
people  want  to  visit.  Perhaps,  it  was 
joy 

I  can  remember  several  people  dur- 
ing my  pastoral  experience  whose  joy 
in  the  presence  of  pain  and  ap- 
proaching death  managed  to  turn 
hospital  rooms  into  a  place  of  joy. 

John  Newton,  songwriter  of  "Amaz- 
ing Grace,"  one  day  called  to  visit  a 
Christian  family  who  had  just  lost  all 
they  possessed  by  fire.  He  said  to  the 
lady  of  the  house:  "I  give  you  joy, 
madam."  "What!  Joy  that  all  my  pro- 
perty is  gone?"  she  replied. 

"Oh  no,"  he  answered,  "But  joy  that 
you  have  so  much  property  that  fire 
cannot  touch." 


PORTRAIT: 

EDDIE 
MILLER 


The  film  over  his  eye  was  getting 
worse  and  his  sight  was  blurring. 
Cataract  surgery  was  the  answer,  but 
Eddie  Miller  had  so  much  to  do  -- 
Evangelism  Explosion  Clinic,  Bible 
class,  the  churches  with  which  he 
worked. 

When  Eddie  zipped  into  a  room,  he 
brought  a  sunbeam  with  him.  His  joy 
was  evident  to  everyone,  Brazilian  or 
American,  even  during  the  struggle 
with  his  eyesight. 

Returning  to  the  States,  Eddie  had 
cataract  surgery  on  his  eye.  Speaking 
in  churches,  he  rarely  mentioned  the 
problem.  Eddie  centered  on  the 
ministry  of  Brazil. 

Less  than  one  year  later,  the  sight 
in  his  other  eye  became  clouded.  But 
his  joyful  outlook  never  dimmed.  Of 
course  he  was  concerned,  but  Eddie's 


joy  goes  beyond  circumstances. 

A  quick  trip  back  to  the  United 
States  deemed  cataract  surgery  on 
the  other  eye  necessary.  The  opera- 
tion didn't  keep  him  down  for  long. 
Nor  did  it  dampen  his  attitude. 

Eddie  soon  returned  to  Brazil  and 
resumed  his  ministries.  Things  were 
back  on  schedule.  How  did  he  do  it? 
Eddie's  joy  comes  from  the  assurance 
Jesus  is  Lord  and  is  in  control. 

The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 


feczc& 


T 

iA   he 


he  peace  of  God,  says  Paul, 
"passes  all  understanding"  (Philip- 
pians  4:7).  That  should  caution  us 
against  thinking  we  can  explain  it  ful- 
ly. Paul  counted  peace  as  one  of  the 
special  blessings  of  being  a  Christian. 
Often  he  begins  his  letters  with  the 
words,  "Grace  to  you  and  peace." 
Even  today  the  Hebrew  word  for 
peace,  Shalom,  is  a  common 
substitute  for  hello  or  goodbye. 

The  heir  to  the  throne  of  heaven, 
the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords, 
the  one  with  the  key  to  all  the  riches 
of  glory  (Philippians  4:19),  left  His 
friends  very  a  special  present.  Jesus 
didn't  bequeath  the  disciples  with 
gold  mines  or  oil  wells.  He  left  behind 
no  family  estate.  What  He  did  leave 
was  peace.  "Peace  I  leave  with  you.  My 
peace  I  give  unto  you"  (John  14:27). 

Does  this  peace  mean  that  nothing 
shakes,  rattles,  or  hassles  us?  We  can 
calmly  accept  everything  that  jumps 
into  our  lives  -  maybe  even  hum  a 
hymn  or  quote  a  Bible  verse?  That's 
not  true  peace.  Even  Christ,  who  had 
ultimate  peace,  wept. 

As  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  peace  must 
be  the  gift  which  grows  in  proportion 
to  our  allowing  the  Holy  Spirit  to  take 
charge  of  our  lives.  Not  all  of  us  know 
the  peace  of  God  as  well  as  we  could. 

There  is  a  certain  antacid  advertise- 
ment that  tells  us  how  to  spell  relief. 
The  psychology  behind  that  sales 
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pitch  is  that  most  of  us,  at  some  time 
in  our  lives,  are  looking  for  the  answer 
to  the  specific  problem  that  product 
can  solve.  To  the  soul  weighed  down 
with  guilt  and  worry  and  fear  and 
pressures  of  daily  living,  relief  is 
spelled  P-E-A-C-E. 

If  there  is  one  problem  we  have  to- 
day, it  is  finding  peace.  Peace  in  the 
world,  peace  in  the  neighborhood, 
peace  of  mind  and  peace  of  heart.  For 
many  it  seems  an  impossible  dream, 
a  tantalizing  brass  ring  that  is  always 
just  out  of  reach.  But  listen  to  this: 
Christ  is  peace  (Ephesians  2:14)!  Do 
we  realize  what  a  priceless  gift  He  left 
us? 


PORTRAIT: 

MINNIE 
KENNEDY 


Ed  Mensinger 


Her  husband  lay  in  bed  agonized 
with  the  pain  of  cancer.  No  medicine 
was  available  to  ease  the  pain.  Not 
even  an  aspirin.  Minnie  Kennedy  and 
her  husband,  Lester,  were  in  Africa 
where  they  could  get  no  supplies. 

Minnie  stayed  by  her  husband's 
side,  tenderly  doing  all  she  could  to 
ease  the  pain.  He  was  slowly  dying 
and  she  could  do  nothing.  Except  be 
with  him  and  pray. 

The  range  of  emotions  she  felt  was 
broad.  They  were  so  far  away  from 
home,  family  members  and  comforts. 
Throughout  Lester's  illness,  though 
Minnie  found  peace  and  comfort  from 
God.  Her  noncomplaining  attitude 
testifies  of  her  peace. 

Lester  died  in  November  of  1931.  As 
a  young  widow,  Minnie  never  ques- 
tioned whether  she  should  remain  in 
Africa  -  this  was  where  God  had 
called  her.  Peace  continued  in  her  life 
as  God  mended  and  healed  the  hurt 
and  loss  of  Lester. 

The  peace  in  Minnie's  life  was 
evidenced  even  before  her  husband's 
death.  During  the  Kennedy's  first 
term,  two  sons  were  added  to  their 
family.  For  many  reasons  when  Lester 
and    Minnie    completed    their    first 


furlough,  they  decided  it  best  to  leave 
both  little  ones  in  the  States  in  the 
care  of  Minnie's  parents.  How  difficult 
it  was  to  leave  their  children,  know- 
ing they  wouldn't  see  them  for  four 
years. 

But  the  Lord  gave  Minnie  and  Lester 
peace.  And  the  coming  events  were  to 
bear  out  the  wisdom  of  this  decision. 

Minnie  continued  to  minister  in 
Africa  until  her  retirement  furlough 
in  1970  -  45  years  of  missionary  ser- 
vice. 45  years  of  God's  peace. 

The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 

PATIENCE 


it 


L 


ord  send  me  patience, 
and  I  want  it  now."  That  prayer  seems 
to  fit  the  need  of  many  of  us. 
Americans,  especially,  are  prone  to 
wanting  things  done  in  a  hurry.  One 
of  the  things  our  missionaries  have 
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Minnie  Kennedy 


problems  with  is  other  cultures  don't 
necessarily  share  our  obsession  with 
time  and  schedules. 

I  confess  to  losing  my  patience 
rather  quickly  with  those  who  are 
always  late  in  starting  a  meeting,  who 
never  meet  a  deadline,  and  who  don't 
know  when  to  stop.  Time  is  precious, 
I  keep  telling  myself,  as  the  blood 
pressure  mounts  and  nerves  get 
fidgety. 

One  of  the  reasons  we  are  so  impa- 
tient is  we  know  we're  always  working 
against  time.  The  surgeon  must  move 
quickly  or  lose  his  patient.  The  public 
speaker  must  successfully  entice  his 
audience  within  a  few  minutes  or  lose 
them.  The  driver  must  accelerate 
quickly  or  be  honked  at  by  other 
drivers.  In  a  nuclear  age  the  defender 
must  act  rapidly  or  lose  the  war.  We 
live  in  an  age  of  speed,  which  can't 
tolerate  slowness.  It's  an  impatient 
age. 

To  speak  of  patience  as  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  seems  out  of  step  with  the 
times.  Patience  seems  to  be  a  luxury 
we  can't  afford. 

But  God  thinks  we  still  need  it.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  helping  us  develop  it. 
Christians,  after  all,  are  in  the  people 
business.  We  work  with  the  same  sort 
of  slow  learners  of  which  our  Lord,  the 
great  teacher,  complained  (Luke 
24:25).  He  never  lost  His  patience,  in 
spite  of  some  pretty  disappointing 
disciples.  Christ  continued. 

Patience  pervades  with  a  sense  of 
quiet  confidence,  not  resignation  to 
the  inevitable.  It  gives  an  acceptance 
of  difficult  circumstances,  convinced 
they  come  with  a  purpose  from  a  wise 
and  loving  God. 

I  I 

PORTRAIT: 

ED 
MENSINGER 


"He  may  get  flustered,"  commented 
a  fellow  missionary,  "but  he's  very 
slow  to  react.  If  he's  working  with  an 
African,  he  patiently  works  with  him 
until  the  African  understands.  He's 


not  pushy  or  demanding." 

Eddie  Mensinger  has  been  working 
in  the  Central  African  Republic  since 
1965.  He's  friendly  with  all  Africans 
and  bends  over  backwards  to  help 
them.  His  patience  enables  him  to 
help  those  who  don't  catch  on  to  a 
concept.  He  keeps  teaching,  talking 
and  helping  until  they  understand. 

Eddie  and  his  wife  Linda  travel 
quite  a  bit  in  the  C.A.R.  doing  bush 
work.  One  has  to  have  patience  to 
travel  over  those  terrible  roads! 

In  any  situation,  Eddie  is  the  first 
to  see  the  good  aspect,  which  en- 
courages others. 

If  Eddie's  going  into  Bangui,  he 
always  offers  to  shop  for  other  mis- 
sionaries. He  will  search  and  search 
and  search  for  an  item  someone  re- 
quests, and  in  Bangui  stores  -  that 
takes  patience. 

Eddie's  patience  is  a  great  asset  to 
his  ministry.  It's  a  way  of  life  for  him. 
He  keeps  going  and  doesn't  complain. 

The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 


a 


P 

Mb 


lease  drive  gently"  is 
a  reminder  you'll  see  when  entering 
the  state  of  Maryland.  Knowing  the 
track  record  of  American  motorists, 
the  words  seem  almost  humorous. 
Gentleness  is  not  the  first  word  that 
comes  to  mind  when  I  remember 
driving  through  Baltimore  or  any 
other  city  in  America. 

Unfortunately,  gentleness  is  not 
always  the  first  thing  you  think  of  to 
describe  Christians  either. 

Perhaps  the  better  translation  of 
gentleness  is  kindness.  The  Christian 
in  whom  this  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  evi- 
dent is  not  known  for  any  wimpish 
sort  of  sentimentality,  but  for  a  basic 
regard  for  the  feelings  and  well-being 
of  others. 

There  used  to  be  an  advertisement 
that  pictured  a  muscular  brute  of  a 
man  stroking  a  tiny  kitten.  The 
slogan  underneath  said:  "Tough  ~  but 
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oh  so  gentle."  The  world  today  needs 
to  see  the  tough  gentleness  (or  is  it 
gentle  toughness?)  of  Christians.  In 
other  words,  gentleness  fused  with 
strength.  Without  the  help  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  we  will  grow  more  callous 
towards  the  hurts  and  needs  of  those 
around  us. 

The  world's  best  advice  may  be 
Ephesians  4:32:  "And  be  ye  kind  one 
to  another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving 
one  another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's 
sake  hath  forgiven  you." 


PORTRAIT: 

MARVIN 
GOODMAN 


Marvin  Goodman  is  often  buried  in 
his  office  under  a  heap  of  cor- 
respondence. As  Field  Director  Africa, 
he  writes  to  government  officials,  pro- 
spective missionaries,  churches,  sup- 
porters, family,  businesses  in  the 
States  and  Europe,  African  church 
leaders,  etc. 

Between  letters  he  works  on  mis- 
sion field  strategy,  committee  notes 
and  the  ever-present  problems  of 
finances.  Two  mornings  a  week  he 
teaches  pastors'  classes,  plus  writes 
Bible  commentaries  for  pastors' 
studies. 

A  fellow-missionary  describes  him 
as  part-time  counselor,  occasional 
purchasing  agent,  the  mission 
representative  to  the  C.A.R.  and 
United  States  governments,  as  well  as 
part  time  plumber  and  electrician. 

Standing  6'4",  he  towers  over  most 
people.  Yet  he's  a  soft-spoken,  gentle 
man  who  always  has  time  for  others 
-  no  matter  what  the  problem  might 
be. 

"I've  seen  him  stop  his  'important' 
work  and  sit  and  talk  to  an  African 
refugee  who  was  looking  for  a  helping 
hand,"  his  fellow  worker  remembers. 
"He  loves  African  people  and  they 
know  it.  He'd  rather  be  out  there  with 
them  than  stuffed  into  an  office.  But 
God  has  called  him  to  the  office." 

Marvin  gets  flak  in  his  job.  Flak 


from  the  African  church,  flak  from  the 
mission  board,  flak  from  the  mis- 
sionaries. It's  a  big  job.  It  takes  a  big 
person  to  do  it.  A  big,  gentle  person 
with  strength. 


Marvin  Goodman 


The  fruit 


of  the  Spirit  is 

GOODNESS 


I 


s  man  basically  good  or 
basically  bad?  That  was  the  question 
our  professor  threw  at  us  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  course  in  human  behavior. 
Knowing  I  was  in  a  secular  uni- 
versity and  the  professor  was  not  a 
Christian,  I  suspected  it  was  a  trick 
question.  If  I  answered  that  man  is 
basically  bad,  then  he  was  ready  to 
question  my  fitness  for  counseling. 
Most  modern  counselors  operate  on 
the  assumption  that  man's  problems 
are  not  from  any  innate  wickedness 
but  due  to  outside  influences  that 
have  been  harmful.  On  the  other 
hand,   if  I  responded  that  man  is 
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Doris  Julien 


basically  good,  would  I  be  contradic- 
ting my  own  firmly-held  conviction 
that  man  is  a  sinner,  "dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins"? 

Certainly  there  is  some  merit  in 
proclaiming  the  goodness  of  man. 
After  all  we  were  created  in  God's  im- 
age and  God  is  good.  But  we  also 
know  the  terrible  effect  of  sin  upon 
our  human  race. 

Goodness  is  hard  to  find.  It's  not  an 
impossible  search  though.  There  real- 
ly is  a  lot  of  goodness  in  our  world, 
and  we  might  reasonably  ask  another 
question:  why  is  there  any  goodness 
at  all?  Doesn't  it  have  a  lot  to  do  with 


the  fact  that  God  is  good?  Just  im- 
agine what  a  different  world  this 
would  be  if  God  were  bad.  God  is  at 
work  helping  us  in  His  family  to 
become  good. 

Let  me  add  this  warning!  There  is 
much  more  to  being  a  Christian  than 
being  good.  Many  good  people  are  not 
Christians.  A  Christian  is  one  who  is 
trusting  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  his 
salvation  and  in  doing  so,  recognizes 
his  own  sinfulness  and  need  of  a 
Savior. 


PORTRAIT: 

DORIS 
JULIEN 


Late  one  dismal  day  in  1964,  Doris 
Julien  found  herself  groping  down  a 
very  dark  hallway.  She  and  her  fami- 
ly were  just  moving  into  the  Chateau 
de  St.  Albain  in  France:  the  electrici- 
ty was  not  on.  Soon  a  suitable  place 
was  found  to  drop  off  their  sleeping 
children  and  then  lie  down  close  by. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  Doris' 
ministry  at  the  Chateau.  Doris  over- 
saw the  functioning  of  the  Chateau. 
She  cleaned  (and  cleaned  and 
cleaned),  washed  laundry,  cooked, 
helped  with  keeping  up  the  grounds, 
raised  her  family,  helped  and  en- 
couraged her  husband,  plus  cared  for 
the  missions'  record  keeping. 

Rather  than  withdrawing  and  stay- 
ing cloistered  in  her  castle  (after  all 
she  is  a  very,  very  busy  person),  Doris 
reaches  out  to  people.  She  conveys  a 
warmth,  a  personal  concern  that  is 
immediately  evident. 

Doris  has  entertained  hundreds  of 
people  through  the  years,  not  only 
serving  them,  but  caring  for  them. 
Her  children  have  "risen  up  and 
called  her  blessed."  They  fondly 
remember  family  times  of  picnics  and 
bike  rides.  Even  when  the  Juliens 
were  on  furlough,  Doris  helped 
organized  a  Parent  Volunteer  Program 
at  the  Christian  School  her  daughter 
attended. 

Her  love  and  goodness  transcends 


her  busyness.  Doris  reaches  out  to 
others  with  much  sensitivity,  love, 
care,  and  goodness. 


The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 

T^oitbfubess 


i 


bought  a  tube  of  glue  the  other 
day.  It  was  the  extra  strong  epoxy 
stuff  that  is  supposed  to  hold 
anything.  The  instructions  sounded 
a  little  unbelievable.  They  even  warn- 
ed that  "the  bond  may  be  stronger 
than  the  material."  I  suppose  that 
means  that  once  the  glue  has  harden- 
ed, all  future  tears  or  breaks  will  have 
to  be  at  another  spot. 

Whether  or  not  that  is  simply  over- 
zealous  advertising,  we  shall  have  to 
wait  and  see.  I  do  know  a  bond  that 
is  stronger  than  the  material,  though. 
I've  seen  it  hold  when  all  around  were 
splits,  tears  and  nasty  breaks.  It's  the 
bond  of  Christian  faithfulness. 

But  don't  all  Christians  show  faith? 
The  Spirit  of  God  leads  us  to  trust  in 
Him  and  His  Word.  But  there's  more. 
Faithfulness  is  not  a  state  of  being:  it's 
a  state  of  activity. 

Sometimes  we  take  such  great 
notice  of  the  defections  that  occur  in 
Christian  circles  that  we  fail  to  notice 
the  terrific  holding  power  that  so 
many  of  God's  people  have 
demonstrated.  There  are  many 
wonderful  Christian  people  who  have 
kept  serving  the  Lord  and  fellow- 
sniping  with  the  family  of  God,  while 
all  around  them  their  church  was  be- 
ing ripped  and  torn  by  strife  and 
dissension.  These  folks  have  seen 
pastors  come  and  go,  watched  con- 
troversies rise  and  fade,  and  ex- 
perienced plenty  of  pull  and  strain  on 
their  own  commitment.  Yet  somehow 
they  have  been  faithful  and  have  kept 
holding  things  together. 
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PORTRAIT: 

IKE  &  NANCY 
GRAHAM 


The  word  finally  arrived.  Yes,  they 
were  official  missionary  appointees  to 
Japan.  Ike  and  Nancy  Graham  were 
elated.  But  they  needed  to  wait  until 
another  couple  would  be  ready  to 
form  a  team.  No  prospects  appeared 
on  the  horizon. 

Ike  began  to  help  plant  a  church  in 
Ohio.  He  became  pastor  and  the 
church  began  to  grow.  It  would  have 
been  easy  to  forget  the  whole  foreign 
missions  idea.  They  had  a  great 
ministry  in  the  States.  But  Ike  and 
Nancy  read  all  they  could  about  the 
Orient  and  continued  to  pray  for  mis- 
sionary partners  for  Japan. 

Three  years  went  by.  They  remained 
faithful  to  their  commitment  to 
Japan.  Finally,  the  O'Dells  were  ap- 
pointed to  Japan.  The  Grahams  could 
go- 
Just  hanging  in  there  for  three 
years  doesn't  make  Ike  and  Nancy 
faithful.  It  goes  beyond  that. 
Faithfulness  is  their  style. 

Ike  and  Nancy  are  now  engaged  in 
two  years  of  extremely  difficult 
language  study.  Even  while  Nancy 
was  in  the  hospital  for  surgery,  she 
took  her  headphones  and  language 
tapes  with  her.  Ike  continued  to  study 
at  home  while  taking  care  of  the 
children. 


Wendell  Kent  is  the  Director  of 

Church  Relations  j 
Brethren  Foreign 
Missions.  He  has 

or  Grace 

served  the  Lord 

mF            m 

over  25  years 
pastoring  In 
Grace  Brethren 

fF2r^C 

churches. 

Wendell  and  his 

wife  Pat  presently 
live  near  Barbee 

Lake,  IN. 
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eekness  has  something 
to  do  with  submission;  and  that  is  not 
a  popular  emphasis  in  American  life 
these  days.  Everyone  is  protective  of 
his  rights. 

Self-assertiveness  seminars  are  in 
fashion.  "You've  come  a  long  way, 
baby"  has  become  a  rallying  cry  of 
the  liberated  woman.  Men  take  as 
their  heroes  such  scoff-law  figures  as 
Mr.  T  and  Rambo.  The  non-resistant, 
accept  what  comes,  and  mind  your 
own  business  lifestyle  of  our  grand- 
parents has  been  replaced  by  a  mili- 
tant, questioning,  independent  at- 
tititude.  Meekness  is  obsolete;  maybe, 
even  dying. 

But  meekness,  rightly  understood, 
is  alive  and  well  as  a  fruit  of  God's 


Spirit  working  within  us.  Since  Moses 
and  Jesus  are  mentioned  in  the  Bible 
as  examples  of  meekness  (Numbers 
12:3  and  II  Corinthians  10:1),  it 
should  be  obvious  that  our  usual 
understanding  of  this  word  is  incor- 
rect. Both  of  these  Bible  men  are 
clearly  presented  as  being  forceful, 
take-charge,  dynamic  individuals,  not 
wish-washy,  rubber  boned,  fraidy 
cats. 

We    need    to    think    of   biblical 
meekness  primarily  in  reference  to 
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Ruth  Ann  Cone 
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one's  relation  to  God.  Moses  and 
Jesus  were  examples  of  submission  to 
the  higher  will  of  the  heavenly  Father. 
They  accepted  that  will  which  earned 
them  the  label  of  meekness.  They 
went  about  their  lives  without  the 
sense  of  self-interest  and  self- 
promotion,  typical  of  the  majority  of 
people. 

They  had  backbone,  all  right,  even 
strength.  But  it  was  controlled  and 
used  properly. 


PORTRAIT: 

WALT  HAAG 


"I  have  never  seen  him  angry," 
General  Director  John  Zielasko  said. 
That's  a  revealing  statement  about  a 
missionary  serving  as  Field  Super- 
intendent, who  hears  all  complaints 
and  serves  as  a  bridge  between  mis- 
sionaries, the  Board,  and  the  home  of- 
fice. Being  Field  Superintendent, 
oftentimes  is  a  very  frustrating  job. 

Walt  Haag  has  firm  convictions  and 
beliefs.  And  he  states  them,  but 
always  in  a  firm,  kind,  meek  manner. 
He  isn't  overly  aggressive  or  irritating. 

Standing  6'2",  Walt  could  hardly  be 
accused  of  being  meek  because  of  his 
size.  His  meekness  is  genuine.  Work- 
ing with  Mexican  people,  Walt  con- 
fidently shares  Christ,  never  com- 
promising, never  aggravating,  always 
gracious.  His  confidence  is  in  God. 

Walt  doesn't  try  to  build  himself  up, 
he  encourages  others.  He  conveys  his 
message  with  the  glory  of  God,  with 
the  needs  of  others  in  mind. 

Others  do  not  take  advantage  of 
Walt,  he's  not  pushed  around  or 
trampled.  His  meekness  and  strength 
make  him  respected  and  well-liked. 

Meekness  is  a  difficult  trait  to  com- 
prehend. Yet  Walt's  life  is  a  consistent 
example  of  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 

The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is 

SELFCOnTROb 


S 


elf-control  and  Holy  Spirit- 
control  sound  like  contradictions.  Not 
necessarily.  The  U.S.  Government 
controls  many  aspects  of  my  life  and 
yet  I  live  in  freedom  to  make  personal 
choices.  So  it  is  with  my  Christian  life. 
I  must  decide  the  directions  I  take, 
even  though  I've  committed  it  to  God. 
All  around  us  we  see  evidence  of 
lack  of  self-control.  Tempers  flare  at 
sporting  events;  social  drinking  turns 
to    drunkenness;    sexual    freedom 


becomes  perversion;  easy  credit  leads 
to  horrendous  debt;  healthy  appetites 
produce  bulging  waistlines  and  cas- 
ual relations  drift  into  sinful  affairs. 

Must  we  give  in  to  the  idea  that  we 
can't  help  ourselves,  that  this  is  just 
human  nature,  that  "everybody  does 
it"  or  is  there  a  way  to  rise  above  these 
things?  Our  Bible  indicates  we  can  be 
victors,  but  it  won't  be  easy.  We  must 
control  ourselves,  yet  not  allow 
ourselves  to  control  us. 

Paul  spoke  of  his  own  battle  as 
though  it  were  an  athletic  contest:  "I 
beat  my  body  and  make  it  my  slave" 
(I  Corinthians  9:27  NIV).  He  believed 
in  what  modern  counselors  called  a 
cognitive  approach  to  life.  Paul 
recognized  he  must  assume  respon- 
sibility for  some  decisions.  No  one  else 
could  do  it  for  him. 

God  gave  us  minds  with  which  to 
make  choices.  Either  we  can  go  with 
the  flow  or  fight  the  current  and  swim 
upstream.  To  choose  the  Christ- 
honoring  way  of  living  is  to  bear  the 
fruit  of  self-control. 


PORTRAIT: 

RUTH  ANN 
CONE 


Ruth  Ann  is  an  unusual  woman. 
After  Ruth  and  her  husband,  George, 
had  served  in  Central  Africa  for 
several  years  as  missionaries,  they 
returned  home  due  to  his  failing 
health.  After  his  death,  she  raised 
their  five  children,  received  her 
masters  degree,  taught  school  (both 
in  the  States  and  in  Germany),  and  in- 
volved herself  in  people's  lives.  Now, 
she  has  returned  to  the  mission  field, 
this  time,  in  France. 

Ruth  Ann  also  finds  time  to  jog, 
read,  organize  a  prayer  support 
system  for  herself,  and  cook  very 
healthy  meals.  How  does  she  do  it? 

She  is  organized,  enthusiastic,  and 
schedules  her  time.  Ruth  Ann  has  a 
seriousness  of  purpose,  a  clear  direc- 
tion; and  she  moves  toward  it.  She 
chooses  to  follow  the  Lord. 

Ruth  Ann  is  more  than  a  busy 
woman.  She  is  a  self-controlled,  busy 
woman.  And  there's  a  difference. 
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Mom  Etling 


by  BRAD  SKILES 


Thirty-one  years  of 
nursery  work  has 
produced  a  gentleness 
and  love  for  people. 


T 


i  o  our  CE  office,  she's  "Mom  Etl- 
ing." Maybe  we  have  that  bond  with 
her  because  she  and  her  husband, 
Harold,  gave  so  much  of  their  lives  to 
the  development  of  our  ministry. 
From  1954  to  1971  Dr.  Etling  was  the 
director  of  the  National  Sunday 
School  Board  for  Grace  Brethren 
churches;  later  named  GBC  Christian 
Education. 

Maybe  she's  "Mom"  to  us  because 
we  frequently  receive  a  phone  call 
from  her,  asking  how  we  are  doing 
and  reminding  us  that  she  is  praying. 

However  she  demonstrates  it,  we 
know  she  loves  us  and  has  a  great 
heart  for  our  ministry.  "Mom  Etling" 
seems  fitting. 


What  Ada  Etling  is  to  our  staff,  she 
is  to  many  others  as  well.  At  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  Winona  Lake,  In- 
diana, many  children  know  her  as 
"Grandma  Etling."  For  the  last  31 
years,  Mrs.  Etling  has  served  in  the 
church's  nursery  ministry.  You  might 
think  that  would  get  old  ...  31  years 
of  dirty  diapers,  rocking  chairs  and 
crying  babies.  Mrs.  Etling  sees  it 
differently. 

"I  love  children,"  she  says.  "Work- 
ing in  the  nursery  gives  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  show  them  extra  tender  care. 
And  it  gives  me  a  ministry  to  the 
parents." 

It's  not  that  she  isn't  qualified  to  do 
something  else.  In  fact,  she's  probably 
one  of  the  few  nursery  workers  with 
a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Grace  Theological  Seminary. 
Through  the  years  she  has  taught 
Sunday  school  at  almost  every  age 
level  and  even  had  a  ministry  in 
leading  teacher  training  workshops. 
But  in  1954,  she  targeted  babies  and 
decided  to  serve  in  the  nursery. 


"Harold  and  I  had  so  many  oppor- 
tunities to  hear  the  best  speakers  in 
the  nation,"  she  recalls.  "When  we 
came  here  and  I  saw  how  school, 
studies  and  work  made  a  drain  on  the 
home,  I  thought  if  I  could  help 
couples  worship  together,  then  it 
might  make  some  big  dividends  in 
their  home  life." 

Ministering  to  the  whole  family  is 
her  goal.  To  the  babies,  she  recognizes 
their  responsiveness  to  a  loving  en- 
vironment and  wants  their  early  days 
to  be  filled  with  that  kind  of  warmth. 
Then  she  notices  how  a  mother  ap- 
preciates someone  who  sincerely 
loves  her  baby.  And  through  what 
seems  like  an  hour  or  two  of  "baby  sit- 
ting," she  builds  relationships  with 
parents,  learns  of  specific  needs  she 
can  remember  in  prayer  and  invites 
these  young  couples  to  her  home  for 
dinner  and  a  game  of  UNO. 

While  holding  a  baby  on  Sunday 
morning,  Mrs.  Etling  asks  God  to  keep 
that  little  one  in  the  paths  of 
righteousness.  "I  really  feel,"  she  says. 
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"that  babies  are  coming  into  a  world 
that  will  be  more  difficult  than  our 
youth  experience  today.  They  need 
our  prayers." 

Thirty-one  years  of  nursery  work 
has  left  Mrs.  Etling  with  a  gentleness 
and  love  for  people  that  she  thinks  she 
wouldn't  have  otherwise.  The  spiri- 
tual fruit  of  love,  joy,  peace,  patience, 
kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness, 
gentleness  and  self-control  are  all 
needed  in  abundance  when  it  comes 
to  nursery  work.  And  perhaps  the 
greatest  test  is  demonstrating  those 
qualities  to  all  the  babies  equally. 

The  veteran  nursery  worker  says  a 
person  develops  love  and  gentleness 
by  asking  the  Lord  for  such  qualities. 
She  illustrates  this  by  times  in  her  life 
when  she  took  the  initiative  to  forgive 
someone  and  asked  God  for  the  abili- 
ty to  love  that  person  just  like  she 
would  love  anyone  else.  God  answered 
that  prayer. 

And  then  these  qualities  grow  with 
use.  Working  among  the  cribs  is  an 
excellent  way  to  practice  love,  pa- 
tience, kindness  and  gentleness. 

Through  many  years  of  refinement, 
and  a  desire  to  continue  to  grow  in 
God's  light,  Mrs.  Etling  reflects  a  gen- 
uine love  and  compassion  for  people 
that  have  caused  many  to  think  of  her 
as  "Mom."  hsrjld 


Brad  Sklles  is  director  of  ad- 
ministration for  GBC  Christian 
Education.  He  and  his  wife, 
Patti,  are  active  members  In  the 
Winona  Lake  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 


HEALTHY 
GROWTH 

by  KEITH  SHEARER 


Daily  attention  and 
care  are  necessary  if 
our  spiritual  lives  are 
to  grow  and  flourish. 


M 


i  y  wife  does  an  excellent 
job  of  caring  for  our  house  plants. 
Whenever  I  find  that  it  is  my 
responsibility,  I  seem  to  lead  them 
to  the  point  of  death. 

The  difference  isn't  that  Laura 
has  a  special  aptitude  or  gift  for 
plants.  The  real  difference  is  that 
she  cares  more  about  the  plants. 
She  is  attentive  to  their  daily  pro- 
gress and  need  for  water. 

If  our  spiritual  lives  are  to  grow 
and  flourish,  we  need  that  same 
kind  of  daily  attention  and  care.  We 
need  to  monitor  our  daily  progress 
under  the  moment-by-moment 
control  of  the  Spirit  if  we  expect  to 
see  fruit.  And  we  need  a  filling  of 
our  inner  being  with  the  presence 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (John 
7:37-39,  I  Corinthians  12:13).  We 
can  be  certain  this  "water"  of  the 
Spirit  is  always  available  to  us.  But 
the  question  is,  "When  was  the  last 
time  we  took  a  drink?" 

As  He  is  in  control,  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit  (Galatians  5:22-23)  will 
be  visible.  As  we  neglect  our  need 
for  daily  attention  and  watering, 
spiritual  fruit  will  shrivel.  Here  are 
some  questions  to  help  us  examine 
the  Spirit's  control  and  presence  in 
our  lives. 


1.  How  many  times  this  last  week  did 
I  realize  and  affirm  the  Spirit's 
presence  in  my  life?  What  can  I  do  to 
sense  His  presence  daily? 

2.  When  I  sin  and  then  confess  it  to 
God,  how  much  time  lapses?  Am  I 
walking  so  close  to  God  that  when  I 
stumble  I  know  it  then,  or  does  the 
distance  between  me  and  God  need  to 
increase  before  I  recognize  my  lost 
fellowship? 

3.  Do  I  experience  internal  fellowship 
with  God  Himself  in  worship  and 
prayer;  or  are  these  essentially 
"hollow"  experiences  in  my  Christian 
life? 

4.  Are  any  of  the  "deeds  of  the  flesh" 
(Galatians  5:19-21)  or  any  other 
characteristic  of  carnality  present  in 
my  life?  What  do  I  plan  to  do  about 
this?  When? 

5.  If  someone  observed  my  life  last 
week,  what  "fruit  of  the  Spirit"  (Gala- 
tians 5:22-23)  would  they  have 
observed?  What  qualities  would  not 
have  been  evident? 

Thank  God  for  the  spiritual  fruit 
evident.  Ask  Him  to  help  you  develop 
all  the  qualities  as  you  experience  the 
Spirit's  presence,  nemo 
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After  all,  women 
are  women.  Everyone 
knows  women  are 
naturally  very  emo- 
tional beings.  That's 
just  how  they  are  and 
they  can't  be  changed. 


a 


Jx, 


rey,  Sandi,  have  you 
talked  to  Karen  this  morning?" 

"Yes.  What  in  the  world  is  bugging 
her?  She  about  took  my  head  off.  I'm 
not  going  near  her  the  rest  of  the 
day!" 

"I  know  what  you  mean.  Just  take 
one  look  at  her  and  you  can  tell  she's 
in  a  bad  mood." 

"She'd  better  get  over  it  soon  or 
nobody's  going  to  want  to  talk  to  her 
for  a  long  time." 

"Well,  she's  obviously  unhappy  -- 
just  look  at  her." 

And  so  the  conversation  goes 
whether  at  work,  school,  church,  or 
the  grocery  store.  Someone  is  emo- 
tionally upset  and  people  around  that 
person  talk  about  it  and  often  react 
emotionally  themselves. 

It's  not  wrong  to  have  feelings.  God 
made  us  emotional  beings.  And  it's 
not  wrong  to  express  feelings.  The 
Bible  is  full  of  examples  of  showing 
emotion.  Peter  cried  in  Mark  14:72 
when  he  realized  he  had  denied 
Christ  three  times.  And  the  good 
Samaritan  had  compassion  on  the 
Jewish  man  and  cared  for  him. 

The  key  in  each  situation  is  how  the 
feeling  is  expressed.  It  is  a  common 
idea  that  a  woman  is  not  responsible 
for  her  emotions  and  that  it's  all  right 
for  feelings  to  control  her.  Yet  the  Bi- 
ble has  a  different  perspective  on 
emotions.  Paul  reminds  Timothy  that 
he  has  not  received  the  "spirit"  of  fear. 
Galations  5  states  that  Christians 
should  not  hate,  envy,  or  be  wrathful, 
among  other  things. 

When  the  Holy  Spirit  lives  within 
us.  He  brings  love,  joy,  peace,  pa- 
tience, kindness,  goodness,  faithful- 
ness, gentleness,  and  self  control- 


the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  Each  one  of 
these  affects  how  a  Christian  woman 
feels.  Self-control  implies  controlling 
emotions,  instead  of  being  mastered 
by  them. 

As  a  woman  grows  and  matures  in 
Christ,  she  learns  about  her  feelings 
and  how  to  express  and  control  them. 
In  Christ  she  is  given  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  help  her.  She  seeks  to  discipline 
herself  under  the  Holy  Spirit's  control 
and  to  resist  taking  over  things.  It  is 
a  choice:  act  how  God  says  to  act,  in 
spite  of  how  she  feels,  or  follow  her 
emotions. 

Sandi  and  her  friend  (mentioned  at 
the  beginning)  passed  a  chance  to 
show  kindness,  love,  gentleness, 
faithfulness,  peace,  joy,  patience, 
goodness,  and  self-control  to  Karen. 
They  chose  to  act  on  how  they  felt. 
Even  though  they  may  have  been  hurt 
by  Karen's  attitude,  they  could  have 
talked  to  her,  found  out  what  was 
wrong,  and  encouraged  her. 

Next  time  an  opportunity  comes 
your  way  to  practice  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,  don't  let  it  escape.  Take  it,  use 
it.  You  can  have  an  effect  on  your 
friends,  herald 


Nora  Macon  is  the  Publications 
Coordinator  for  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions,  where  she  has 
worked  for  the  past  eight  years. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Grace  Col- 
lege and  lives  in  Winona  Lake. 


by  NORA  MACON 
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In  the  Bag 


Some  groups  have  given  their  mis- 
sionaries a  "paper  sack  shower."  In- 
stead of  each  lady  individually  wrap- 
ping a  gift  for  the  missionary,  she  may 
place  that  gift  in  a  paper  bag  along 
with  wrapping  paper,  ribbon  or  bow, 
and  an  unsigned  card.  Some  choose 
to  place  all-purpose  wrapping  paper 
while  others  select  Christmas,  wed- 
ding, baby,  birthday,  etc.  The  mis- 
sionary not  only  receives  lovely  gifts, 
but  also  a  good  variety  of  new 
package  decorations  for  her  use. 

I  1 

Around  the  World 
in  Eight  Teas 

The  Norton,  Ohio,  WMC  hosted  an 
International  Tea  for  their  mothers 
and  daughters.  Eight  different  coun- 
tries were  represented.  SMM  girls 
dressed  in  costumes  and  the  mothers 
brought  foods  from  each  country. 
Everyone  had  a  good  time  learning 
about  the  countries  and  sampling  the 
food. 

The  Everett,  Pennsylvania,  WMC 
sponsored  another  kind  of  tea  -  a 
Southern  Tea.  Each  lady  wore  a  hat 


and  the  meeting  was  held  outside  on 
the  veranda.  It  was  a  good  time  to  in- 
vite new  ladies. 


Just  a  Moment, 
Please 


The  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio,  WMC 
sponsors  the  Mission  Moments  in  the 
morning  church  services.  On  the  se- 
cond Sunday  of  each  month,  the 
ladies  take  turns  giving  the  moment. 


Theming  with 
Ideas 

Theme  meetings  are  a  good  way  to 
vary  WMC  nights.  Some  ideas  are: 

□  A  Night  In (could  be 

the  country  the  mission  study  is 
featuring) 

□  Lettuce  Meet  (a  carry-in  salad  sup- 
per meeting) 

□  All  Aboard  for (use  a 

train  theme,  complete  with  ticket  pro- 
grams and  a  conductor) 

□  Old  Favorite  Night  (sing  old  favorite 
hymns,  recite  verses,  share  some 
history  about  missions,  and  serve 
favorite  refreshment) 


On  The  Other 
Hand 

□  Filling  the  missionary  chest  is  not 
an  easy  task  when  it  comes  to  some 
larger  items.  In  one  group,  each  lady 
chooses  another  lady  to  be  her  part- 
ner. Together  they  buy  things  for  the 
missionary  chest.  This  way  they  are 
able  to  have  sets  of  sheets,  towels, 
blankets,  tools,  and  other  items. 

□  If  each  woman  in  your  circle  con- 
centrated on  one  new  member  for 
your  council,  think  how  your  group 
would  grow! 

□  Send  notes  to  members  who 
missed  the  monthly  meeting.  Inform 
them  of  business  discussed  and  bless- 
ings received.  A  telephone  call  is  also 
a  good  way  to  let  them  know  they 
were  missed. 


OFFERING 


Radio  Studio 
and  Media  Center 

Goal:  $8000 
DEADLINE: 
Send  before  March  10,  1986 

In  1984,  Grace  began  a  series  of  radio 
advertisements  for  airing  in  targeted 
recruitment  areas.  Facilities  for  making 
tapes  of  high  quality  are  not  available  on 
campus.  This  project  will  buy  equipment 
capable  of  producing  radio  quality  tapes, 
sound  tracks  for  slide-tape  productions, 
and  other  audio-visual  programs.  The  ad- 
dition of  a  sound  room  will  add  to  develop- 
ment and  recruiting  strategies.  It  will  also 
provide  additional  training  facilities  for 
students.  Equipment  will  be  placed  in  a 
studio  in  the  Development  Offices. 


National 
SMM  Offering 

Project:    SMM  Girl  of  the   Year 
Scholarship  and  sponsorship  of  the 
Director  of  SMM,  Sue  Rike. 
Goal:  $7000  (National  WMC  sug- 
gests a  minimum  of  $3.00  a  year 
per  member) 
Deadline: 
Send  before  March  10,  1986 
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Do  we  "love  our 
neighbors  as 
ourselves,"  enough  to 
give  life  -  literally 
give  ourselves?  A  per- 
sonal encounter  with 
death  and  a  donated 
life. 


Robert  G.  Clouse.  PhD.  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  recently  issued 
Brethren  Encyclopedia  has 
pastored  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Clay  City.  Indiana  for 
the  past  22  years.  He  is  professor 
of  history  at  Indiana  State 
University.  His  most  recent  book 
is  Wealth  and  Poverty,  Four 
Christian  Views  (InterVarsity 
Press.  1984). 


I 


was  53  years  old  when  I  had  my 
first  and  only  surgical  operation:  a 
heart  transplant!  My  choice  was 
death  from  the  progressive  enlarge- 
ment and  deterioration  of  my  old 
heart  or  accepting  the  gift  of  life:  a 
donated  heart.  As  a  Brethren  pastor 
I  have  preached  many  years  about  the 
grace  of  God  and  new  life  through  the 
death  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Now 
I  am  convinced  that  the  healing  and 
renewing  ministry  of  Jesus  can  be  ex- 
tended by  offering  the  gift  of  life 
through  the  loving  donation  of  heal- 


thy organs  after  death.  God  has 
brought  me  to  this  place  in  my  life. 
With  a  new  heart,  I  choose  to  continue 
to  follow  Him. 

As  a  teenager  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  I 
began  to  attend  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Bolesky.  I  accepted  Christ 
and  my  faith  grew  under  the  preach- 
ing of  Pastor  Bernard  Schneider. 

God  called  me  to  become  a  gospel 
minister.  My  father  died  when  I  was 
young  and  mother  wasn't  able  to  help 
with  my  education,   but  I  enjoyed 
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working  my  way  through  Bryan  Col- 
lege and  Grace  Theological  Seminary, 
graduating  in  1957.  Bonnidell  Bar- 
rows from  Bryan  College  became  my 
wife  in  1955. 

I  was  called  to  be  pastor  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  where  I  served  from 
1957  to  1963.  Our  first  son,  Gary,  was 
born  on  Thanksgiving  in  1958.  In  ad- 
dition to  my  pastoring  responsibilities 
I  attended  the  University  of  Iowa  at 
Iowa  City,  where  I  earned  a  PhD 
degree  in  Medieval  and  Early  Euro- 
pean history  in  1963. 1  then  accepted 
a  position  as  professor  of  history  at  In- 
diana State  University  in  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana. 

The  First  Brethren  Church  in  near- 
by Clay  City  needed  a  minister  due  to 
the  retirement  of  Randall  Rossman, 
and  we  agreed  to  serve  the  church  on 
a  part-time  basis.  Our  son,  Kenneth, 
was  born  in  1964.  The  past  22  years 
have  passed  quickly  as  I  taught  my 
classes,  wrote  articles  and  books 
about  the  history  of  Christian 
thought,  preached  at  the  Clay  City 
church  and  enjoyed  our  growing  sons. 

In  1983  I  was  due  a  sabbatatical 


year  from  my  teaching  respon- 
sibilities and  an  invitation  came  to  be 
J.  Omar  Good  Visiting  Distinguished 
Professor  of  Evangelical  Christianity 
at  Juniata  College  in  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

We  accepted  with  delight.  Our  sons 
were  grown  and  we  looked  forward  to 
visiting  mnay  interesting  places 
historic  to  the  Brethren  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  faculty  and  student 
body  at  Juniata  College  were  ex- 
tremely kind  to  us,  and  we  made 
many  new  friends. 

The  hills  of  Huntingdon  were 
covered  with  beautiful  fall  foliage,  but 
I  began  to  experience  difficulty  in 
breathing  when  trying  to  walk.  I 
couldn't  sleep  at  night  because  when 
I  would  lie  down  I  couldn't  get  my 
breath.  This  got  worse  and  worse  un- 
til I  saw  a  local  physician  who  told  me 
I  was  having  trouble-not  with  my 
lungs,  as  I  thought-but  with  my 
heart. 

My  biggest  problem  was  trying  to 
rest,  and  I  spent  most  nights  dozing 
in  an  easy  chair.  My  class  load  was 
light,  but  I  pushed  myself  to  climb 
stairs  and  keep  active.  I  waited  to  con- 
sult with  our  family  physician  over 


Thanksgiving  holidays.  He  listened 
carefully,  took  an  x-ray  and  sent  me 
immediately  to  St.  Vincent's  Hospital 
in  Indianapolis  for  evaluation  by  Dr. 
William  Nassar's  team  of  cardiolo- 
gists. 

Thanksgiving  Day  in  the  hospital  I 
found  out  I  had  congestive 
cardiomyopathy. 

My  heart  was  enlarged  21/2  times 
the  normal  size,  and  the  left  side  was 
deteriorating.  The  amount  of  blood  it 
could  pump  into  the  aorta  was 
diminished.  That  explained  why  I 
didn't  have  strength  enough  to  walk 
across  the  room. 

The  right  ventricle  continued  to 
pump  blood  into  the  pulmonary  cir- 
culation, which  congested  my  lungs 
and  made  it  increasingly  difficult  to 
breathe.  The  cardiologist  believed 
that  a  virus  had  settled  in  the  left 
muscle  of  my  heart  thus  causing  it  to 
attack  itself.  Still,  I  had  no  pain.  Didn't 
"heart  trouble"  mean  chest  pain? 

They  gave  me  huge  doses  of 
medicine  to  reduce  the  size  and  in- 
flammation of  my  heart  muscle.  We 
felt  sure  I  would  recover.  Again  and 
again    they    adjusted    medications. 
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What  do  you  intend  to  do  with 
the  rest  of  your  life? 


trying  to  give  me  some  relief.  Weeks 
became  months,  and  I  got  pro- 
gressively weaker.  I  couldn't  climb 
stairs,  lift  anything  heavy  or  do  any 
type  of  exercise.  During  the  academic 
year  of  1984-85,  I  spent  most  of  my 
days  resting.  Even  so,  my  condition 
worsened.  I  could  see  my  muscles 
deteriorating.  The  doctors  tried 
valiantly  with  new  drugs.  From  time 
to  time  a  temporary  plateau  in  my 
condition  would  give  us  hope,  but 
each  time  this  proved  ellusive. 

It  was  then  that  God  began  to  work 
in  the  situation. 

My  wife,  Bonnidell,  also  a  professor 
at  ISU,  was  teaching  a  night  class  one 
cold  winter  evening  and  I  was  home 
alone  feeling  rather  dejected.  A 
former  student  phoned  from  Arkan- 
sas to  ask  about  his  uncle  in  a  Terre 
Haute  nursing  home. 

He  asked  how  I  was  feeling,  and  as 
I  explained  my  condition  he  said, 
"Why  don't  you  consider  a  heart 
transplant?  You  are  so  close  to 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Indianapolis, 
and  they  have  a  fine  record  in  this 
field.  You  really  should  find  out  if  you 
could  be  a  candidate,"  he  said.  My 
former  student  operated  the  coronary 
bypass  machine  for  open  heart 
surgery  at  Little  Rock  hospital  and  ex- 
plained the  benefits  and  risks 
involved.  Could  this  be  a  possibility 
for  me? 

During  the  spring  semester  my  con- 
dition continued  to  deteriorate.  I  had 
great  difficulty  meeting  my  classes. 
My  heart  enlarged  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  could  feel  it  pounding  against 
my  ribs.  I  could  not  sleep  on  my  left 
side.  My  digestive  system  ceased  to 
function  properly,  and  I  spent  several 
weeks  in  the  hospital. 

Cardiologist  Jane  Howard,  M.D., 
helped  us  through  the  rough  times. 
She  suggested  a  transplant  because 
there  seemed  little  hope  that  my  heart 
would  recover.  For  both  Bonnidell  and 
me  this  seemed  such  a  radical  step 
that  we  didn't  pursue  the  idea. 

I  felt  stronger  toward  Memorial  Day, 
1985,  but  over  that  weekend  I  gained 
30  lbs.  and  had  to  go  back  in  the 
hospital.  My  ankles,  legs  and  ab- 
domen stretched  tight  with  fluid  in 
spite  of  large  doses  of  diuretic.  It  was 
hard  to  breathe.  Again,  there  was  no 


pain,  only  discomfort.  I  felt  very  near 
death. 

On  her  rounds  Dr.  Howard  talked 
gently,  but  frankly,  with  me  about  a 
transplant. 

"But  would  you  recommend  this 
extreme  step  to  your  own  husband?" 
I  pressed. 

"If  he  were  in  your  condition,  yes!" 
she  replied. 

That  night  and  the  next  I  prayed 
and  struggled  with  the  decision. 
Alone  in  that  hospital  room  I  asked 
myself   hard    questions    about    the 


worth  of  my  own  life.  If  they  accepted 
me,  would  someone  else  have  to  be 
refused?  The  risks  involved  were  hor- 
rendous. The  surgery  had  been 
perfected,  but  would  my  body  accept 
a  new  heart?  The  medication  re- 
quired to  avoid  rejection  had 
dangerous  side  effects.  Besides,  the 
whole  concept  was  outside  my  realm 
of  experience.  Bonnidell  prayed  at 
home  and  felt  at  peace  about  the  pro- 
spect of  a  new  heart  for  me. 

With  God's  help  and  the  advice  of 
caring    friends,    I    applied    for    a 
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transplanted  heart.  We  began  to  learn 
more  about  Methodist's  heart 
transplant  team  of  nurses,  surgeons, 
cardiologists,  physical  therapists  and 
nutritionists.  It  is  the  first  private 
hospital  in  the  nation  to  have  such  a 
program,  and  their  work  is  highly 
commended. 

Dr.  Harold  Halbrook,  the  chief 
surgeon  called  on  me  one  night  at  St. 
Vincent's.  He  asked  many  questions 
about  my  personal  and  family  health 
record.  I  had  never  been  seriously  ill 
before. 

"What  do  you  intend  to  do  with  the 
rest  of  your  life?"  Dr.  Halbrook 
demanded.  "Are  you  motivated  to  pull 
through  this  and  live  again?" 

I  felt  humble,  indeed,  as  I  listed  my 
activities,  projects  and  plans.  Trained 
as  a  historian  and  minister  of  the 
gospel,  I  knew  that  most  of  us  do  our 
best  work  later  in  life.  The  doctor  ap- 
peared satisfied. 

I  had  a  heart  biopsy  and  was  tested 
and  evaluated  by  every  department  to 
determine  the  condition  of  the  other 
systems  of  my  body. 

Bonnie  and  I  were  interviewed  by 
several  members  of  the  transplant 
team.  They  accepted  me. 

My  name  would  be  added  to  a  na- 
tional computer  list.  Now  all  I  had  to 
do  was  wait  for  a  heart  to  become 
available.  I  learned  that  only  nine  per- 
cent of  the  population  has  my  blood 
type  of  B  positive.  The  heart  must 
match,  or  it  would  be  rejected.  I  was 
placed  under  the  fine  care  of  Douglas 
Pitts,  M.D.,  a  cardiologist  with  Dr. 
Halbrook's  team. 

Back  home  Bonnidell  and  I  told  on- 
ly a  few  friends  to  avoid  answering 
questions.  I  wore  a  beeper  day  and 
night  for  six  weeks. 

My  friends  became  quite  alarmed  at 
my  weak  appearance.  I  found  excuses 
to  visit  people  I  cared  for,  but  I 
couldn't  walk  more  than  a  few  steps 
without  resting.  The  doctors  told  me 
that  each  beat  of  my  heart  was 
pushing  through  only  eight  cubic 
centimeters  of  blood  when  it  should 
have  been  50.  My  skin  looked  grey. 
Early  in  June  the  beeper  sounded, 
but  it  was  a  false  alarm.  Could  my  old 
heart  keep  going  until  a  new  one  was 
found? 

Finally  on  July  8th  the  machine 


signalled,  and  I  immediately  dialed 
the  Methodist  Hospital  hotline. 

"Dr.  Clouse,  how  would  you  like  a 
new  heart?" 

I  was  overjoyed.  I  closed  my  waiting 
suitcase  and  drove  70  miles  to  the 
hospital  with  Bonnidell  by  my  side, 
supporting  me  with  love  and  prayer. 

Two  days  later  I  returned  to  full  con- 
sciousness, and  from  the  way  I  felt  I 
knew  I  had  my  new  heart.  From  head 
to  toe  I  felt  renewed  strength.   My 


In  this  frenetic  world  we 
can  lose  the  spiritual 
qualities  that  really 
matter:  love,  joy,  pa- 
tience, peace  and 
compassion. 

heartbeat  was  normal,  and  even  with 
post-operative  pain  I  felt  the  joy  of 
beginning  recovery.  A  thirty-year-old 
heart  from  Buffalo,  New  York,  was 
pumping  life  through  my  body. 
Within  days  I  could  walk  the  corridors 
and  ride  an  exercise  bicycle.  It  was 
just  like  recovering  from  any  major 
surgery,  except  we  all  knew  I  had 
received  the  gift  of  life. 

In  the  weeks  that  have  elapsed  after 
the  operaton  I  have  had  some  mild  re- 
jection episodes  requiring  increased 
medication.  A  chest  infection  with 
chills  and  fever  required  hospitaliza- 
tion and  antibiotics,  but  generally  my 
physical  condition  improves  each  day. 

I  have  resumed  my  teaching  and 
preaching  and  have  more  energy  than 
at  any  time  during  the  past  two  years. 
In  my  case  a  heart  transplant  had 
been  a  healing  miracle.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  healing  ministry  of 
Christ  is  continued  through  modern 
medicine.  This  entire  experience  with 
all  its  ups  and  downs  has  brought  me 
closer  to  God  in  my  prayer  and  my 
devotional  life. 

A  professor  at  Juniata  College  put 
the  problem  to  me  in  an  arresting 
way,  "Bob,  what  do  you  think  that 
God  is  trying  to  teach  you  through 
this  experience?" 

I  would  answer  that  time  is  limited 
for  all  of  us.  This  experience  has 


taught  me  to  separate  the  immediate 
from  the  important.  I've  learned  to  re- 
ly more  on  Him  through  a  stronger 
devotional  life.  In  the  frenetic  world  of 
late  20th  century  America  we  can 
lose  the  spiritual  qualities  that  really 
matter:  love,  joy,  patience,  peace  and 
compassion. 

I  appreciate  the  power  of  the  prayers 
of  God's  people  more  than  ever  before. 
Prayer  gives  a  sense  of  peace  and  well 
being.  I  now  know  prayer  makes  a 
great  difference,  and  there  is  a 
spiritual  world  around  us  of  which  we 
are  unaware. 

I  caught  a  glimpse  of  this  in  the 
recovery  room.  I  flashed  in  and  out  of 
consciousness  from  anesthesia  and 
medications.  Bonnidell  was  with  me. 
Our  younger  son,  relatives  and  friends 
came  by.  Among  these  visitors  I 
recognized  not  only  individuals  from 
my  current  life,  but  a  host  of  friends 
that  I  had  known  from  my  childhood. 

I  still  cannot  account  for  this  ex- 
perience from  the  standpoint  of  our 
modern  scientific  outlook;  but  I  know 
that  these  friends,  many  who  had 
passed  away  years  ago,  were  there  to 
encourage  me  in  my  time  of  need.  I 
had  a  most  happy  and  contented  feel- 
ing of  being  loved  and  cared  for. 

My  life  has  been  prolonged  by  this 
new  technology.  But  there  are  many 
people  who  are  waiting.  The  news  is 
filled  with  reports  of  those  who  must 
temporarily  receive  artificial  hearts 
because  they  are  so  near  death.  This 
means  they  must  endure  a  second 
transplantation. 

Pastors  and  Christian  leaders  must 
encourage  organ  donation.  It  would 
make  it  an  easier  idea  to  accept  when 
tragedy  strikes.  Those  who  worship 
the  Great  Physician  are  often  far  too 
negative  toward  the  medical  com- 
munity and  its  latest  developments. 

Young  people  in  our  churches  could 
discuss  the  importance  of  donation  of 
the  liver,  kidneys,  heart,  lungs  and 
corneas  to  give  life  or  sight  to  others. 
Donor  cards  could  be  provided. 
Healthy  organs  will  become  even 
more  scarce  as  the  techniques  im- 
prove. But  until  Christian  physicians, 
pastors  and  teachers  prepare  people 
to  consider  donation,  we  will  miss  this 
opportunity  for  giving. 

Christ  laid  down  his  life  for  us  and 
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commanded  us  to  love  our  neighbors 
as  ourselves.  When  we  are  done  with 
our  earthly  bodies,  we  should  instruct 
our  loved  ones  not  to  hesitate,  but  to 
give  those  parts  which  can  bring  new 
life  and  hope  to  those  who  suffer. 


Madonna 
Yates.  RN.  BS. 
is  religion  col- 
umnist for  the  Terre  Haute 
Tribune  Star.  Her  recent  book  is 
Million-Dollar  Vacations: 
Medical  Group  Missions  in 
Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean  (Christian  Medical 
Society,  1984). 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED  are  husband 
and  wife  teams,  and  single 
adults  who  will  give  two 
years  of  their  life  to  a 
challenging,  yet  necessary 
ministry  --  parenting 
troubled  and  needy  teens. 

This  missionary  outreach 
is  seeing  the  long  term  ef- 
fects of  its  commitment.  If 
you  would  like  to  consider 
giving  of  yourself  to  this 
cause,  please  contact  us 
for  salary  and  benefit 
packages,  as  well  as  a  job 
description. 

CHRISTIAN  HAVEN  HOMES 

Route  1,  Box  17 

Wheatfield,  IN  46392 

219/956-3125 


Marriages 

Washington,  Goldendale:  Liz  Wilson 
and  Ron  Ihrig,  November  23,  1985. 
Services  were  conducted  in  Dalles, 
Oregon  by  Gregory  M.  Howell,  Pastor 
of  the  Goldendale  Community  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Francine  Cruz 
and  Paul  Garcia,  June  15,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Michele  Lin- 
scott  and  Danny  Harjo,  July  12,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Leina  Hirayama 
and  Michael  Wakamiyia,  July  13,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Cindy  Stotts 
and  Carl  Kinnoin,  July  26,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Sandy  Prins  and 
Lee  Williamson,  September  14,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Christie 
Rodriguez  and  Donald  Allen,  September 
30,  1985. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Jo  Ellen  Solis 
and  Dave  Martinek,  October  5,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Gloria  Rosa 
and  Daniel  Fleming,  October  19,  1985. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Carol  Mossman 
and  Kenneth  Slosson,  November  8, 
1985. 


Deaths 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Phillips,  Dorothy. 
November  13,  1985.  Winona  Lake  Grace 
Brethren  Church;  Grace  Village. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Marquart,  Seth, 
66.  December  7,  1985.  Winona  Lake 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Iowa,  Waterloo:  Tapper,  Margaret. 
November  29,  1985.  Waterloo  Grace 
Brethren  Church 

Switzerland:  Cripe,  George,  57.  Decem- 
ber 17,  1985.  Member  of  the  LaLoma 
Grace  Brethren  Church  since  1945.  Dr. 
Cripe  had  been  serving  with  the 
Navigators  in  Switzerland  for  the  past 
two  years.  He  pastored  the  Temple  Hills 
Grace  Brethren  Church  in  the  1960's. 
California,  Long  Beach:  Peek,  Mabel, 


71.  December  14,  1985.  North  Long 

Beach  Brethren  Church. 

Florida,  Bradenton:  Picard,  Ron. 

January  8,  1986.  Brookville  Grace 

Brethren  Church,  Brookville,  Ohio.  Rev. 

Ron  Picard  was  President  of  the  Grace 

Brethren  Board  of  Evangelism.  In 

September  1985  he  was  diagnosed  as 

having  terminal  cancer.  Dr.  Lester  E. 

Pifer  conducted  funeral  services  at  the 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Bradenton, 

Florida.  A  memorial  service  was  also 

held  in  Brookville,  Ohio. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Hallaian. 

Ronald.  May  17,  1985.  Long  Beach 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Phan,  Viola. 

May  26,  1985.  Long  Beach  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Smith,  Ervin  B. 

July  11,  1985.  Long  Beach  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Kleinjan, 

Hubert.  August  27,  1985.  Long  Beach 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Megie,  Mary  A. 

October,  1985.  Long  Beach  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Lewis,  Marjorie. 

October,  1985.  Long  Beach  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Richards, 

Mabel.  October  4,  1985.  Long  Beach 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  O'Quin,  Harry. 

November  9,  1985.  Long  Beach  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Virginia,  Winchester:  The  Blue  Ridge 
Grace  Brethren  Church  held  the  first 
service  in  their  new  building  on 
December  15,  1985. 

Brazil,  Salem:  The  Latin  American  Mis- 
sions Institute  will  be  held  June  1-30, 
1986.  This  program  inlcudes  two  weeks 
of  intense  teaching  by  Grace  Brethren 
missionaries  and  nationals  from  Mexico, 
Argentina  and  Brazil.  Two  weeks  will  be 
spent  observing  a  specific  country  of 
interest.  Applications  are  being  accepted 
by  the  GBC  Christian  Education. 
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Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

North  Carolina:  A  ministry  strategy  and 
encouragement  conference  for  Grace 
Brethren  pastors  and  youth  workers  is 
scheduled  April  7-11,  1986.  Sponsored 
by  GBC  Christian  Education, 
"Ridgecresf  86"  will  feature  speakers 
such  as  Dr.  David  Jeremiah,  Ed  Lewis, 
Bob  Stone,  Ridge  Burns,  Bernie  Sim- 
mons and  Sue  Simmons 
France,  Montceau/Le  Creusot:  120 
people  attended  a  Christmas  concert 
entitled  "God  With  Us."  About  half  the 
attendees  were  unsaved  people  who 
had  come  at  the  invitation  of  the  mis- 
sionary team.  The  Christmas  program 
emphasized  the  work  of  Christ  and  that 
"religion"  is  not  salvation. 
New  York,  Saratoga:  Chet  Sparzak 
assumes  the  Saratoga  pastorate  from 
Rev.  Jim  Hunt,  who  moved  to  Ludlow, 
Massachusetts  to  begin  a  new  Grace 
Brethren  Work.  Chet  is  a  recent 
graduate  of  Grace  Theological  Seminary. 
He  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  have  four 
children. 

Florida,  Ocala:  Chuck  Davis  returns  to 
Florida  after  pastoring  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church  at  Brookville,  Ohio.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Grace  College,  Grace 
Theological  Seminary;  and  in  August  he 
will  receive  a  M.Div.  from  Trinity 
Theological  Seminary.  Prior  to  going  to 
Ohio,  he  ministered  at  Okeechobee  and 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida.  He  and  his 
wife,  Millie,  have  two  children. 
Ohio,  London:  is  one  of  the  newest  na- 
tional Home  Mission  points  and  Mick 
Rockafellow  has  been  named  its  first 
pastor.  Mick  is  a  graduate  of  Michigan 
State  University  and  Grace  Theological 
Seminary.  He  previously  held  pastorates 
at  Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania;  Warsaw 
and  Flora,  Indiana.  He  and  his  wife, 
Bonnie,  have  three  children. 
Pennsylvania,  Sherman's  Valley:  Grace 
College  Graduate  Brad  Lambright  has 
assumed  the  pulpit  at  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Sherman's  Valley, 
Pennsylvania.  A  native  of  Fremont,  Ohio, 
he  most  recently  pastored  non-denom- 


inational churches  in  northern  Michigan. 
He  and  his  wife,  Dawn,  have  two 
children. 

England,  Birmingham:  The  week  night 
home  cell  Bible  study  groups  are  expan- 
ding this  year.  It  is  planned  that  three 
of  the  laymen  will  take  over  the  leader- 
ship responsibilities.  Prayer  is  requested 
for  Howard  Stidwell,  Richard  Bruce  and 
Andrew  Watts  as  they  prepare  the  Bible 
studies. 

Florida,  Bradenton:  Dr.  Lester  E.  Pifer 
is  leading  a  new  church  ministry  in 
Bradenton,  Florida.  Worship  services  are 
being  held  at  the  American  Red  Cross. 
The  new  church  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Suncoast  District  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  in  its  home  mission 
expansion. 

Maryland,  Hagerstown:  Dr.  Nathan 
Meyer,  nationally-known  prophecy 
speaker  will  be  holding  a  Prophecy  Con- 
ference at  the  Valley  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  March  30-April  3. 

Argentina,  Buenos  Aires:  has  been  the 
site  of  a  Bible  study  led  by  our  Grace 
Brethren  missionaries.  To  reach  more 
people  the  Bible  study  has  been  divided 
into  two  home  study  groups.  The 
newest  group  is  meeting  in  the  home  of 
a  woman  who  has  a  strong  desire  to 
see  a  Grace  Brethren  Church  in  her 
area  of  the  city— the  oldest  section  of 
Buenos  Aires. 

Florida,  Bradenton:  The  Bradenton  Mis- 
sionary Village  is  now  the  home  for 
retired  Argentina  Missionaries  Lynn  and 
Lois  Schrock.  This  living  community  of- 
fers retired  missionaries,  who  have 
served  at  least  20  years  on  the  field, 
free  rent,  security  and  warm  Christian 
fellowship.  Send  all  inquiries  to  Mr.  T. 
James  Bigley,  1200  Aurora  Blvd., 
Bradenton,  Florida  34202. 


Annual  Address  Changes 

Blue  Ridge  Grace  Brethren  Church: 

R.  4,  Box  501 -T  Cedar  Creek  Grade, 
Winchester,  VA  22601. 

Barnard,  Russell  D.,  D.D.:  Grace 


Village,  Box  337,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590.  (Tel.  219/372-6114) 

Downing,  Howard  L.:  R.R.  1,  Box  344, 

Etna  Green,  IN  46524 

Hetland,  Art:  904  Park  Avenue,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590 

Hoyt,  Aldo:  700  South  Federal  Blvd., 

Denver,  CO  80219 

Meeker,  Marvin,  M.:  2621  Wayside 

Court,  Warsaw,  IN  46580  (Tel. 

219/269-1298) 

Pittman,  Earl:  880  Florence  Street, 

Xenia,  OH  45385 

Polman,  Roy:  759  South  Glenwood 

Ave.,  Rialto,  CA  92376 

Raymond,  Harold:  329  Sidney  Street, 

Dundee,  Ml  48131 

Smith,  Eric:  3451  E.  Curry  Street,  Long 

Beach,  CA  90805 

Walker,  Harry  M.:  10  Waynesburg 

Road,  Washington,  PA  15301 


World  News 

Texas,  Dallas:  In  1986,  Dr.  Donald  K. 
Campbell  assumed  the  position  of 
President  of  Dallas  Theological 
Seminary.  He  is  replacing  Dr.  John  F. 
Walvoord,  who  served  as  President 
since  1953. 

North  Carolina,  Muntreat:  On  December 
19,  1985,  Gospel  singer  George  Beverly 
Shea  married  Karlene  Aceto.  A  double- 
ring  ceremony  took  place  at  the  home 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Graham.  Mr. 
Shea,  well-known  vocalist  for  the  Billy 
Graham  Crusades,  has  been  singing  the 
Gospel  around  the  world  for  more  than 
40  years.  He  has  recorded  54  sacred 
music  albums  and  is  the  author  of  two 
books. 

Poland,  Kracow:  Every  home  in  Poland 
is  being  reached  with  the  Gospel  by 
Every  Home  Crusade.  This  Christian 
literature  distribution  project,  approved 
by  the  communist  government,  has 
reached  250,000  homes.  Written 
responses  have  been  received  by 
25,000.  Every  Home  Crusade  is  a  divi- 
sion of  World  Literature  Crusade. 
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Bring  the 
Bible  to  Life. 

The  Bible  Illustrated  for  Little  Children  may  be  one 
of  the  best  ways  to  expose  the  little  ones  in  your  life  to  God's  Word 
in  terms  they'll  understand.  Brilliant  illustrations  and  183 
stories  by  award-winning  author  Ella  K.  Lindvall  will 
ilume  a  treasured  favorite. 
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EDITORIAL 


Family  Gatherings 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


O 


ne  of  the  great  things  about 
families  is  the  tendency  to  get- 
together  and  reminisce.  It  may  be  a 
special  day  in  the  year  --  such  as  a 
holiday,  or  maybe  to  say  goodbye  to 
a  member  of  the  clan.  Whatever,  com- 
ing back  home  is  one  of  the  sweet 
memories  most  family  members 
cherish. 

The  family  reunion  is  a  great 
American  tradition.  It  can  be  a  sweet 
part  of  family  life  or  it  can  be  as  ex- 
citing as  a  dull 
toothache.  It  seems 
boring  and  degrad- 
ing when  you  are 
young.  Time  drags 
as  everyone  pats 
you  on  the  head 
and  makes  the 
brilliant  remark: 
"My,  you  are  cer- 
tainly growing." 
What  do  they  ex- 
pect at  5  and  10 
years  of  age, 
shrinkage  of  the 
frame? 

The  most  famil- 
iar family  expres- 
sions we  all  say 
and  hear  is,  "We 
should  get  together 
more  often."  Or,  "It 
is  too  bad  some- 
thing like  this  has 
to  happen  to  bring 
us  together."  We 
compare  notes  for 
several  hours  and 
depart.  Another  of 
the  family  is  gone. 
It  is  then  we  real- 
ize, "we  should 
have  spent  more 
time  together,"  but 
it  is  too  late. 

Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and 
Easter  are  great  family  times.  They 
bring  back  warm  feelings  and  ap- 
preciation. As  adults,  we  look  over  the 
shoulder  to  all  of  those  good  times 
and  happenings  that  are  part  of  being 
a  family  member.  Memories  of  Christ- 
mas past  or  a  shared  joy  the  whole 


family  had  experienced,  makes  these 
special  personal  memories.  Time  is 
kind  in  remembrances  because  we 
tend  to  forget  the  negative  and 
remember  so  clearly  how  great  it  was 
being  together. 

Family  -  a  wonderful  unit  -  God's 
idea.  He  started  it  all  in  Eden  -  a 
couple  to  be  helpmates  and  a  unit  to 
bring  new  life  into  the  world.  A  fami- 
ly of  three,  six,  ten  or  any  size  can  be 
one  of  the  greatest  of  all  earthly 
things.  When  knit  together  properly, 
family  is  a  thing  of  beauty.  In  time  of 
troubles,  family  is  a  great  shelter. 


Yet,  there  is  another  kind  of  family, 
a  spiritual  one,  brought  together  by  a 
common  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  A  bond 
which  forms  the  greatest  unit  ever 
known  to  mankind.  We  enter  the 
family  by  adoption,  by  rebirth  -  not 
physical  but  spiritual.  In  this  family 
there  are  no  limits  on  family  mem- 


bers. We  continually  meet  new  family 
members  at  every  reunion.  Hardly  a 
day  goes  by  in  which  I  meet  a  new 
brother  or  sister.  Our  spiritual  family 
comes  in  all  colors  -  red,  yellow,  black 
and  white  and  shades  in  between. 
Some  of  them  I  meet  speak  unusual 
languages.  I  do  not  understand  what 
they  say,  yet,  I  feel  the  warmth  in  their 
expressions  of  joy  through  the  loved 
messages  of  song.  Yes,  we  are  talk- 
ing "worldwide  family"  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  word.  The  local  "family" 
(church)  meets  together  to  share  love, 
listen  and  experience  each  other's 
hurts.  They  involve 
themselves  in  each 
others  lives,  or 
should,  anyway. 
Unfortunately, 
brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  any  sort  of 
family  do  not 
always  get  along 
and  cause  hurts. 
Most  times  it's 
dealt  with  and  the 
church  family  con- 
tinues to  function 
properly. 

Family  get-to- 
gethers of  any  kind 
reach  their  zenith 
and  have  no  par 
when  the  earthly 
pilgrimage  is  over 
and  the  last  mem- 
ber of  the  family 
arrives  for  dinner. 
What  a  time  it  will 
be  at  the  Marriage 
Supper  of  the 
Lamb.  No  one  left 
out  and  the  family 
complete.  Now  is 
the  time  to  pause 
and  thank  God, 
our  Father,  for  our 
families.  Thanks  to  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  who  came  into  the  world  and 
rescued  us  by  His  death  and  resurrec- 
tion to  create  the  Family  of  God. 

I'm  glad  to  be  a  member  of  two 
families  .  . .  happy  to  be  a  Turner  and 
most  thankful  to  be  in  the  Christian 
family.   Hemn 
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^fcnvolvement. 

That's  what  family  is  all 
about. 

As  fellow  believers,  we 
tend  to  take  the  family  of 
God  for  granted  a  little  too 
much.  Come  on  now,  think 
about  it.  When  is  the  last 
time  you  really  got  involv- 
ed in  the  life  of  one  of  your 
teenager's  friends?  What 
about  the  little  ninety  year 
old  widow  who  is  always  in 
church  and  it  seems  like 
everything  in  her  life  would  be  no  big  deal?  When  is  the 
last  time  you  invited  her  over  for  dinner  on  a  week  night? 
With  family,  there  is  no  need  to  impress.  No  need  to 
always  be  serious.  No  reason  for  not  being  yourself.  No 
need  to  apologize  for  being  human  enough  to  be  angry, 
depressed  or  tearful.  Because  with  family  there  is  a  com- 
mon bond.  Love.  Even  if  you  don't  say  it  enough,  you  know 
it's  there.  Or  is  it? 

Is  the  family  of  God  supposed  to  be  different  from  our 
biological  family?  Are  we  supposed  to  put  on  a  mask  or 
shield  of  defense  when  we  get  together  with  our  christian 
brothers  and  sisters?  NO,  of  course  not,  but  we  have  a  hard 
time  living  it. 

In  this  issue  of  the  HERALD,  we  are  exposed  to  the  reali- 
ty of  family  living.  Enjoy  the  relationships  described.  Pray 
for  the  families.  Learn  and  incorporate  the  ideas  and  ex- 
amples into  your  own  family.  Discuss  with  your  family  how 
you  can  get  involved  with  others  within  the  family  of 
Christ.  Force  yourselves,  if  need  be,  to  get  involved. 
The  Editor 
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When  we  considered 
missionary  service, 
our  children  played 
an  important  role  in 
our  planning  and  now 
it's  paying  off. 


T 

A  he 


i  he  first  week  in  September,  six 
adults  and  five  kids  piled  into  two 
small,  well-loaded  European  wagons. 
We  were  moving  to  Albertville, 
France,  where  we  would  be  studying 
French  for  nine  months. 

It  was  a  bright  and  shiny  day  at  the 
Chateau  de  St.  Albain,  as  we  left  for 
Albertville,  but  the  weather  changed 
and  it  was  soon  raining.  All  the  lug- 
gage on  top  of  the  car  was  thoroughly 
soaked.  Because  of  road  construction, 
the  trip  took  about  six  hours  instead 
of  the  usual  four. 


After  getting  lost  in  the  town  of  Albert- 
ville for  a  while,  we  finally  arrived  at  the 
Centre  Missionaire. 

The  next  week  was  filled  with  changes 
for  us  and  our  children.  We  soon  learned 
that  Jay,  then  five,  and  Jenny,  three, 
would  both  spend  all  day  in  a  local 
French  school.  We  also  learned  there 
would  be  many  other  changes  and  dif- 
ficulties we  would  be  facing. 

As  we  look  back  at  our  stay  in  France, 
we  realize  there  were  a  number  of  fac- 
tors which  helped  it  go  well  for  us.  This 
is  not  to  say  we  did  not  have  any  strug- 
gles or  difficulties  ...  we  did!  But,  it  did 
help  our  perspective  and  help  us 
prepare  ourselves  and  our  children  for 
what  was  coming.  Much  of  this  help 
came  from  some  of  our  friends,  pastors, 
and  older  missionaries. 

Changes.  There  were  actually  hun- 
dreds of  changes  for  our  children  as  they 
entered  a  new  culture.  Some  we  did  not 
even  realize  they  were  facing.  From  our 
children's  viewpoint  there  were  first  ol 
all  changes  in  environment.  They  were 
no  longer  in  the  flatlands  of  Indiana  but 
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in  the  mountains  of  France;  they  no 
longer  lived  in  a  mobile  home  in  War- 
saw, Indiana,  but  in  an  apartment 
building  with  seven  other  families.  They 
no  longer  spent  the  day  in  their  own 
yard  but  at  school ...  a  French  school. 

There  were  new  friends  they  needed 
to  meet.  Not  a  simple  task,  because  it  in- 
volved communicating  with  children 
who  spoke  only  French  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  other  missionary  children). 
Language  learning  is  not  easy  for 
anyone,  but  it  is  amazing  and  comfort- 
ing to  parents  how  quickly  children  can 
adapt  and  learn  a  new  culture  and 
language. 

As  parents  we  feel  the  Lord  was  very 
gracious  to  us  in  helping  our  children 
to  adapt  to  their  environment.  We  know 
the  preparation  of  our  children  for  such 
changes  in  environment  was  a  very  im- 
portant step.  We  talked  about  it  and 
prayed  about  it  together  and  this  helped 
them  to  have  a  base  from  which  to  build 
as  they  came  to  new  and  different 
things. 

Children  act  differently  in  France. 


Times  arose  when  our  children  would 
come  home  with  questions  which 
were  often  ones  we  had  forgotten  to 
consider. 

Another  important  change  came  in 
our  roles  as  parents.  When  we  arrived 
in  Albertville,  Faye  and  I  both  became 
students  and  were  required  to  spend 
much  time  in  study  and  preparation 
for  our  classes.  In  order  for  Faye  to 
have  sufficient  time  to  study,  many 
household  chores  had  to  be  divided 


Our  children  play  an 
important  role  in  our 
lives  and  in  our 
ministry.  Living  in  a 
different  culture,  we 
need  each  other. 

between  husband  and  wife.  For  in- 
stance, I  took  care  of  doing  the  laun- 
dry and  feeding  the  kids  breakfast.  I 
do  very  little  cooking,  but  I  did  figure 
out  how  to  make  oatmeal  and  cream 
of  wheat  and  fix  a  bowl  of  dry  cereal. 

Faye  had  the  responsibility  of  the 
other  meals  as  well  as  most  of  the 
house  cleaning.  Once  a  week  we 
would  all  pitch  in  and  try  to  do  a 
thorough  cleaning.  This  whole  idea 
was  hard  on  the  children  as  they  did 
not  quite  understand  why  things  were 
different  as  who  was  doing  what. 
"Who  do  I  ask  for  what?"  was  written 
all  over  their  faces  at  times. 

As  parents,  what  is  our  responsibili- 
ty in  preparing  and  helping  our 
children  through  these  various  strug- 
gles in  which  they  have  no  say?  Of 
course,  we  must  start  at  the  begin- 
ning and  ask  God  for  His  help  and 
direction.  Faye  and  I  have  also  felt  it 
was  and  is  very  important  for  parents 
to  prepare  themselves  for  the  changes 
that  their  children  are  going  to  face. 
We  need  to  look  ahead  and  try  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  the  hard  times 
the  children  are  going  to  have.  It  was 
no  fun  to  watch  our  children  suffer 
through  a  situation  which  in  fact,  we 
had  thrust  them. 

Secondly,  it  is  important  to  prepare 
the  kids  themselves  for  the  changes 
they  will  be  experiencing.  We  have 


tried  to  encourage  them  to  look  at  the 
problems  as  challenges  to  overcome. 
Making  little  games  and  projects 
regarding  the  difficulties  often  causes 
them  to  adapt  so  much  better.  An  ex- 
ample of  this  might  be  to  encourage 
them  to  take  something  they  have 
made  to  give  to  the  kids  in  their  class 
or  to  a  friend.  We  also  kept  encourag- 
ing Jay  and  Jenny  to  learn  the  names 
of  their  friends  and  teachers. 

As  parents  we  also  had  to 
remember  that  we  had  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  changes  that  our  children 
were  facing.  Anything  they  go 
through  affects  us,  so  we  need  to  try 
and  be  aware  of  their  feelings. 

This  weekend  our  son  Jay  is  attend- 
ing a  French  camp  for  kids.  He  did  not 
really  want  to  go  and  had  a  number 
of  very  good  reasons  why  he  should 
not  go.  His  reasons  included  things 
like,  "It  is  the  first  two  days  of  vaca- 
tion and  I  will  not  get  to  spend  them 
with  you,"  "my  friend  Ben  Weaver  will 
not  be  there,"  "it  will  be  all  in  French 
and  I  may  not  understand  it  all,"  "you 
will  not  be  there  so  no  one  will  read 
me  the  next  chapter  in  the  Narnia 
Chronicles,"  and  "I  will  miss  Disney 
Channel."  (This  is  a  program  with  car- 
toons and  Zorro  on  every  Saturday 
evening  -  Jay's  favorite.)  In  spite  of  all 
this,  Jay's  mean  old  parents  sent  him 
to  camp  .  .  .  did  we  make  the  right 
decision? 

Our  children  play  an  important  role 
in  our  lives  and  in  our  ministry.  Liv- 
ing in  a  different  culture,  we  need 
each  other.  And  with  God's  help,  we're 
working  together  to  be  a  close  family. 


Jim.  Faye.  Jay.  and 
Jenny  Hocking  left 
for  language  study 
in  the  fall  of  1984. 
After  finishing  lang- 
uage study  at  Albert- 
ville. France,  they  moved  to  Lyon.  France. 
They  are  now  in  the  States  for  a  short  time 
before  going  to  serve  in  the  Central  African 
Republic. 


HERALD/  March  1986 


F  M  S 


igxian 


Becoming  A 

Family 
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by  NORA  MACON 


Being  a  missions- 
minded  family  can 
strengthen  the  bond 
between  parents  and 
children. 


I 


is  your  family  "missions-minded"? 
Is  your  family  reaching  into  the 
world? 

"What?"  you  reply.  "My  children 
are  very  young  --  too  small  to  under- 
stand." "My  family  goes  to  church. 
We're  very  involved  in  all  the  pro- 
grams." "We  give  to  missions." 

But  is  the  family  truly  involved  in 
missions? 

People  develop  most  of  their 
character  before  they  are  eight  years 
old.  This  is  the  time  when  the  family 
exerts  the  greatest  affect  on  a  person. 
Values  instilled  during  the  growing 
years  tend  to  stay  with  people 
throughout  their  lives.  The  home  is 
the  place  for  beginning  to  nurture 
missions  awareness  and  involvement. 

And  it's  never  too  late  to  begin 
fostering  missions-mindedness! 

Being  a  missions-minded  family 


can  strengthen  the  bond  between 
parents  and  children. 

A  veteran  missionary  was  asked 
where  she  had  received  her  training 
for  her  many  years  of  service.  "Most 
of  my  actual  missionary  training,"  she 
answered,  "was  received  at  home." 
She  went  on  to  explain  although  she 
had  had  missions  courses  in  connec- 
tion with  her  college  and  seminary 
education,  she  traced  her  own  deep 
interest  in  missions  to  the  influence 
of  a  home  emphasizing  missions. 

Your  family  can  get  involved  in 
world  missions  and  make  an  impact. 
The  Great  Commission  (Matthew 
28:19-20)  is  for  all  Christians,  not  just 
missionaries.  "Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  the  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching 
them  to  observe  all  that  I  commanded 
you;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always  even 
to  the  end  of  the  age." 

This  is  not  a  request,  it's  a  com- 
mand. What  better  place  to  learn 
about  missions  and  become  active  in 
the  Great  Commission  than  in  your 
home?  What  a  great  unifying  factor 
for  the  family! 

"But,"  you  counter,  "I  don't  know 
how."  Here  are  some  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions on  how  your  family  can 
become  missions-minded. 
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AND  HERE'S  HOW 


STRESS  WORLD  MISSIONS 


Incorporate  missions  into  your 
family  devotions.  Hang  up  a  world 
map  (or  use  a  globe)  and  locate  the 
countries  and  places  where  Grace 
Brethren  missionaries  serve.  Set  a 
weekly  missions  night.  Read  stories 
about  children  and  missionaries  from 
other  lands,  missionary  biographies, 
and  books  about  other  people  and 
places.  This  activity  will  indicate  to 
your  family  that  you  consider  mis- 
sions to  be  important. 

Your  children  would  enjoy  cutting 
out  and  pasting  maps,  pictures, 
photographs,  letters,  and  other  infor- 
mation into  a  missions  scrapbook.  Or 
keep  a  notebook  on  each  field  by  scan- 
ning and  clipping  articles  from  major 
news  magazines  and  papers  for  news 
and  information  concerning  coun- 
tries where  missionaries  live. 

Use  mealtimes  to  stress  missions. 
At  each  evening  meal  pray  for  a  dif- 
ferent field.  Have  a  "Taste  of  Missions 
Night"  each  month  and  cook  some 
food  from  a  country  where  mis- 
sionaries are  serving. 

The  daily  prayer  guide,  "Through 
the  Month  with  Our  Missionaries," 
and  the  dally  prayer  requests  "Prayer 
&  Praise  Notes"  are  excellent  sources 
to  use  in  a  family's  prayer  time.  Infor- 
mation can  be  gleaned  from  missions 


news  and  stories  in  the  HERALD  or 
ECHOES. 

Many  families  enjoy  playing  games 
together.  A  set  of  photographs  of  all 
Grace  Brethren  missionaries  can  be 
used  to  make  a  quiz  game  of  "Know 
Your  Missionaries." 

ADOPT  A  MISSIONARY 


What  better  way  to  become 
involved  in  missions  than  to  "adopt" 
a  missionary  family.  Perhaps  your 
family  has  met  the  missionaries  or 
maybe  they  have  children  the  same 
age  as  yours.  Write  to  the  family  and 
let  them  know  you  have  adopted 
them. 

Learn  about  your  adopted  family. 
Get  information  (biographical)  on 
each  member.  Locate  the  country  and 
town  where  they  live.  Read  about  the 
customs,  lifestyles,  and  religions  of 
the  people  with  whom  they  work  and 
live. 

Photographs  or  prayer  cards  of  your 
adopted  family  will  make  them  more 
"real"  to  your  family.  Write  letters  to 
the  missionaries  and  tell  them  about 
your  family.  Ask  questions.  Find  out 
what  your  family  can  do  for  them. 
Have  your  children  write  to  their 
children.  Remember  them  at  holidays 
and  birthdays. 

Most  missionaries  send  out 
newsletters;  be  sure  to  get  on  their 
mailing  list. 
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Most  importantly,  pray  for  your 
adopted  family  and  the  people  with 
whom  they  work.  Learn  where  they 
have  churches  and  specific  people  to 
pray  for.  Make  it  personal. 

Since  giving  is  a  part  of  missions, 
set  up  a  piggy  bank  or  fund  for  mis- 
sions. Give  to  the  support  of  your 
adopted  family.  Choose  a  project  for 
your  family  to  do  for  them. 

Overseas  phone  rates  are  fairly 
reasonable  at  certain  times  of  the  day 
and  week.  Phone  your  adopted  fami- 
ly once  a  year,  but  be  sure  to  set  this 
up  with  the  missionaries  since  time 
zones  vary  and  so  do  their  schedules. 

A  family  in  Ohio  adopted  a  mis- 
sionary family  and  became  very  in- 
volved in  their  lives  and  ministry. 
When  the  missionaries  came  home 
on  furlough,  they  helped  furnish  a 
home  for  the  missionaries  to  use  dur- 
ing furlough.  Working  in  conjunction 
with  their  church,  the  family  ex- 
perienced some  close  times  setting  up 
the  household  together. 


GET  INVOLVED  INTERNATIONALLY 


vision.  Learning  another  language 
can  help  this,  too. 

Have  visiting  nationals  and 
furloughed  missionaries  in  your 
home.  Encourage  your  family  to 
spend  time  with  them  and  talk  to 
them. 

When  your  children  are  old  enough, 
encourage  short  term  ministry  on  a 
mission  field.  Or  visit  a  mission  field 
with  your  family.  There's  no  better 
way  to  learn  than  by  firsthand 
experience. 

ATTEND  A  MISSION  CONFERENCE 


TRY  SOME  OF  THESE  ACTIVITIES 


Almost  all  communities  sponsor  in- 
ternational student  exchanges. 
Meeting  internationals  and  getting 
them  involved  in  the  life  of  your  fami- 
ly provides  excellent  opportunities  to 
learn  about  their  cultures  and  values. 
Your  family  will  learn  much  from  this 
cross-cultural  contact. 

Even  developing  friendships  with 
people  of  differing  cultural  or  religious 
heritages  will  benefit  your  family.  You 
and  your  children  will  develop  a  world 


Many  churches  have  mission  con- 
ferences and  several  national 
evangelical  mission  seminars  and 
conferences  each  year.  Make  plans  to 
attend  one  as  a  family. 

Study  about  the  missionaries  and 
countries  that  will  be  represented. 
Learn  a  few  words  or  a  song  in  the 
language  of  the  guest  speakers  or 
missionaries.  Invite  the  missionaries 
to  your  home  for  a  meal  or  to  spend 
the  night.  Volunteer  your  family's  ser- 
vices to  help  with  an  upcoming  mis- 
sionary conference  in  your  church. 

Be  sure  to  pray  as  a  family  for  the 
conference.  Prayer  is  vital  in  every 
aspect  of  missions. 


Any  activity  which  interests  your 
family  and  is  something  which  can  be 
done  together  will  strengthen  the 
bond  between  members.  One  parent 
takes  his  kids  fishing  and  while 
they're  in  the  boat,  he  tells  them 
Jesus'  parables  or  about  being  fishers 
of  men.  "It's  a  special  time  of  sharing 
about  God,"  he  comments. 

Other  activities  that  will  stimulate 
a  world  vision  include:  collecting 
stamps  from  other  countries  (this 
works  great  when  you're  writing  to 
missionaries);  listening  to  music  of 
other  lands  and  trying  to  learn  a  song 
in  another  language;  playing  games 
children  in  other  countries  play;  or 
providing  paper  dolls  and  costumes 
of  children  from  around  the  world  for 
your  children  to  play  with. 

Ask  your  pastor  or  church  librarian 
to  suggest  some  current  missions 
book  for  your  family  to  read  together. 
Teach  your  children  to  care  about 
others  by  establishing  a  pen-pal  rela- 
tionship with  missionary  children. 
Join  or  begin  a  group  committed  to 
praying  for  world  missions. 
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HELP  FINANCIALLY 


Mission  organizations  would  find  it 
difficult  to  exist  without  our  support 
of  committed,  missions-minded 
people.  Encourage  your  child  to  give 
to  missions  from  their  own  resources. 
Be  an  example  to  them. 

Give  $1.00  a  week  to  missions, 
above  and  beyond  normal  giving. 
Take  this  money  out  of  the  grocery 
budget  to  increase  your  con- 
sciousness of  giving  sacrificially. 

Learn  about  a  simpler  lifestyle,  like 
many  of  our  missionaries  adopt.  Have 
your  family  discover  ways  to  live  more 
simply,  so  that  what  is  saved  can  be 
given  for  missions. 

GET  INVOLVED  PERSONALLY 


Personal  involvement  is  the  key  to 
being  a  missions-minded  family.  As  a 
parent,  you  have  to  be  willing  to  get 
involved  and  be  an  example.  If  you  are 
not  interested,  don't  expect  your 
children  to  be. 


Several  steps  can  be  taken  toward 
personal  involvement:  seek  training  to 
become  a  better  witness;  read  your 
church's  missions  policy;  help  your 
children  to  discover  ways  to  con- 
tribute now  to  world  evangelization 
(sharing  with  their  friends);  and  be 
committed  to  praying  for  missions 
and  missionaries. 

Pray  daily  for  each  of  your  children, 
that  they  would  become  missions- 
minded  and  perhaps  missionaries. 
Pray  for  the  young  people  of  your 
church  that  they  would  consider  mis- 
sions as  a  career. 

Get  involved.  It's  the  only  way  to 
develop  a  missions-minded  family. 


Nora  Macon  is  the  Publica- 
tions Coordinator  for  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions, 
where  she  has  worked  for 
the  past  eight  years.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  Grace  College 
and  lives  in  Winona  Lake. 
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by  RUTH  ANN  CONE 


After  the  children 
have  left  home  and 
responsibilities  have 
lessened,  what's  a 
person  to  do? 


P 


i  ew  person  is  listening  to  a  mis- 
sionary message:  "That's  right, 
brother.  We  ought  to  pray  more.  I'll  set 
my  alarm  ten  minutes  earlier  tomor- 
row to  pray  for  missionaries.  And  give, 
yes!  I  can't  take  it  with  me.  I'll  give 
more.  And  go?  Ho-hummmm.  I'll  take 
a  little  nap  now  and  catch  up  on  the 
sleep  I'll  lose  tomorrow  when  I  pray 
early.  Going  is  for  young  people." 

Wrong!  Older  people  are  going  to 
the  mission  field  and  doing  a  great 
job. 

"But,"  our  pew  person  might  object 
if  he  is  still  with  us,  "older  people  are 
too  set  in  their  ways  to  adjust  to 
another  culture."  True,  cultures  differ, 
but  basically  people  are  just  people 
with  the  same  needs,  loves,  fears,  and 
desires.  Take  Ida  May  Anthony,  for  in- 
stance. As  an  older  person  she  went 
to  Africa  to  teach  in  the  missionary 
children's  school  for  a  year.  She 
couldn't  speak  the  language  of  the 
people  and  never  learned  it,  but  she 
communicated.  The  Africans  knew 
she  loved  them  and  they  loved  her. 

"Well,  maybe,  but  as  you've  just  in- 
timated, an  older  person  can't  learn 
a  foreign  language,"  pew  person  con- 
tinues. Can't  is  a  bit  strong,  I'm  sure. 
During  the  Congo  crisis,  Dick  Ander- 
son, the  elderly  director  of  the  mis- 
sion across  the  river,  came  to  the 
Grace  Brethren  Bata  station.  He  im- 
mediately plunged  into  Sango  for  ap- 
parently no  reason.  As  far  as  he  knew 
he  might  return  to  his  field  any  day. 
But  he  stayed  and  before  long  an 
emergency  arose  necessitating  a  tem- 
porary replacement  for  the  editor  of 
the  Trompette,  a  publication  in 
Sango.  With  a  dependable  African  by 
his  side,  Mr.  Anderson  capably  filled 
this  position.  He  had  learned  the 
language  well  enough  to  serve. 

Undaunted,  pew  person  continues. 
"Of  course,  anybody  can  do  almost 
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anything  if  he  is  determined  enough, 
but  I  know  this:  older  people  are  not 
strong  enough  to  bear  up  very  long 
under  the  strain  of  missionary  ser- 
vice." Well,  dear  friend,  no  one  should 
go  to  the  mission  field  if  he  is  not  well. 
But  older  people  quite  often  have 
learned  by  experience  how  to  main- 
tain good  health  and  take  care  of 
themselves  better  than  younger 
people.  If  they  are  strong  when  they 
go,  they  will  probably  remain  strong. 

Surprisingly,  older  people  have 
some  advantages  over  younger  people 
as  far  as  mission  service  is  concerned. 
By  the  time  they  have  reached  an 
older  age,  it  is  quite  obvious  whether 
they  are  well-adjusted  people  or  not. 
Their  pattern  of  life  also  shows 
whether  they  are  godly  people  with  a 
heart  for  missions.  Older  people  bring 
with  them  the  advantage  of  maturity. 
They  become  encouragers  rather 
than  dependents.  When  the  Voorhees 
came  to  Africa  as  retired  people,  they 
met  the  great  need  of  dorm  parents 
for  our  high  school  girls.  They  had  the 
personalities  and  experience  to  fit  the 
bill  perfectly. 

Older  people  go  to  the  mission  field 
because  they  have  certain  skills  they 
can  ably  use  there.  Mr.  Ralph  Grady 
from  Waterloo  remodeled  parts  of  the 
Chateau  in  France.  At  one  time  he 
had  to  finish  putting  in  bathroom  tile 
before  his  materials  hardened.  Then 
the  electricity  failed.  He  finished  the 
job  with  matches  for  light.  Exper- 
ience, skill,  and  ingenuity  brought 
him  through. 

Older  people  can  fit  into  many  posi- 
tions on  the  mission  field.  Hostessing 
is  a  role  those  older  and  more  ex- 
perienced in  the  social  graces  handle 
very  well.  Secretaries  and  book- 
keepers are  also  in  demand.  Marian 
VanSickle  is  a  secretary  retired  from 
Sears.  Although  she  enjoys  her  lovely 
home  in  California,  she  spends  only 
half  of  her  time  there.  For  the  last  ten 
years  she  has  served  six  months  of 
every  year  as  a  secretary  in  some 
foreign  country  for  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators.  People  who  visit  her 
home  are  fascinated  as  they  view 
items  of  interest  from  countries  such 
as  Kenya,  New  Zealand,  Australia, 
and  England.  Retirement  has  become 


the  most  exciting  and  rewarding  time 
of  her  life. 

Jobs  in  maintenance,  carpentry, 
and  mechanics  are  calling  to  those 
with  ability.  Teachers  would  have  lit- 
tle trouble  finding  a  place  to  serve 
overseas.  Those  limited  to  English 
could  teach  MK's  or  English  classes 
to  nationals  in  a  mission  school.  And 
there  always  seems  to  be  a  need  for 
dorm  parents. 

Right  now  the  field  in  France  is 
looking  for  someone  with  musical 
training  to  help  in  the  preparation  of 


I  am  going  to  a  new  field 
now  as  an  older  person 
because  my  heart  is  in 
missions. 

a  French  song  book.  For  the  very  ac- 
tive, vacation  Bible  school  and  camps 
offer  a  good  opportunity  for  service. 
In  fact,  any  support  roll  would  be 
open  to  people  in  their  later  years. 

Those  who  are  not  comfortable 
about  traveling  so  far  away  could  open 
their  homes  to  MK's  and  nationals 
who  come  to  the  United  States  to 
study.  Then,  too,  there  are  older 
people  who  speak  another  language 
and  could  be  of  even  more  versatile 
service  in  another  country  than  those 
limited  to  English. 

Another  advantage  of  older  people 
is  that  they  are  usually  self-supported, 
which  helps  the  mission  budget. 
They  are  free  from  child-rearing 
responsibilities  and  can  give 
themselves  full  time  to  the  work.  Plus, 
when  they  return  to  their  home 
churches,  they  are  mission's  best  pro- 
moters. With  their  field  experience 
and  enthusiasm,  they  become  the 
leaders  that  head  up  missions  com- 
missions, WMCs,  and  other  important 
functions  of  the  local  church.  They 
are  our  best  publicity,  and  their  in- 
fluence is  not  limited  to  furlough 
times. 

Although  I  have  already  served  on 
two  mission  fields,  I  am  going  to  a 
new  field  now  as  an  older  person 
because  my  heart  is  in  missions  and 
I  feel  that  this  is  what  God  wants  me 


to  do.  One  thing  that  especially  thrills 
me  about  going  to  the  field  as  an  older 
person  is  that  now,  for  the  first  time, 
I  can  give  myself  one  hundred  percent 
to  the  work.  I'm  glad  I  had  the 
privilege  of  being  a  wife  and  mother, 
but  always  there  was  the  tension  con- 
cerning how  much  time  and  energy 
to  spend  on  family  and  on  ministry. 
Now  I  am  truly  a  full-time  missionary 
and  I  praise  God  for  that  privilege  too. 

I  have  a  secret  dream.  I'll  share  it 
with  you,  and  that  will  blow  the  secret 
apart,  but  here  it  is.  When  I  am  really 
older,  retired,  I  want  to  go  to  Africa 
and  tutor  my  MK  grandchildren. 

Maybe  you  are  older  and  have  a 
secret  dream  of  serving  the  Lord  on 
a  foreign  field.  Don't  give  up.  Don't 
become  a  set-in-your-ways  pew  per- 
son. Others  are  doing  it  and  so  can 
you!   h£rjld 

I  I 


Ruth  Ann  Cone  served  in 
the  Central  Africa  Republic 
for  16  years  with  her  hus- 
band, George.  Her  hus- 
band's health  necessitated 
Jk^^'  their  return  to  the  States  in 

1974.  A  few  years  after  her 
husband's  death.  Ruth  Ann 
went  to  West  Germany  and 
taught  in  the  Black  Forest  Christian 
Academy.  Now  she  is  ministering  in  Lyon, 
France.  Ruth  Ann  hasfive  children  three  of 
whom  are  married  and  two  are  mis- 
sionaries themselves. 


HERALD/  March  1986 


NEWS 


NEWS  UPDATE 


Annual  Address  Changes 

Roediger,  Stephen  R.:  4801  Cemetary 
Rd.,  Hilliard,  OH  43206 
Sellers,  Richard  D.:  4792  Etna,  Colum- 
bus, OH  43213 

Taylor,  Steve  M.:  132  Summerall  Court, 
Aiken,  SC  29801 

Burris,  Lee:  P.O.  Box  596,  Yermo,  CA 
92398 

Card,  Charles,  Chaplain:  Commander; 
HHC,  38th  Signal  Battalion,  Apo,  NY 
09281 

Ostrander,  Mike:  Ozark  Rt.  1,  Box  212, 
Moran,  Ml  49760 
Boehm,  Ron:  P.O.  Box  53,  1410 
Meadowlawn  Dr.,  Macedonia,  OH  44056 
(Tel.  216-467-6123) 


Marriages 

Pennsylvania,  Waynesboro:  Barbara 
Talhelm  and  David  Swope,  Novemer  17, 
1985.  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Barbara  Boyer 
and  Norman  Bakhit,  December  28,  1985. 
Winona  Lake  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Kimberly 
Hibshman  and  Alan  Kinsey,  December  28, 
1985.  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Washington,  Harrah:  DeEtta  Rowe  and 
David  Larson,  January  11,  1986.  Harrah 
Brethren  Church. 


Deaths 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  Kline,  Vera,  49. 

March  11,  1985.  First  Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  Boone,  Robert,  77 

October  26,  1985.  First  Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  Steven,  Bertha,  100. 

July  14,  1985.  Charter  member  of  the 

First  Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  Leakey,  Victor. 

September  11,  1985.  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  Lung,  Roscoe,  86. 

September  19,  1985.  First  Brethren 

Church. 


Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  Ecker,  Ruth.  January 

18,  1986.  First  Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Hauer, 

Beatrice,  69.  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Folmer,  Fred 

(Ted),  64.  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Burke, 

Joseph,  60.  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Stohler,  Earl, 

54.  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Hoke,  Lena, 

58.  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

California,  Los  Angeles:  Lack  of  per- 
sonal, the  inability  to  establish  a  local 
church,  and  a  renewed  commitment  to 
promote  Jewish  evangelism  in  Grace 
Brethren  congregations  have  been  cited 
as  reasons  for  the  closing  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Messianic  Testimony  in  Los 
Angeles.  The  mission  property  on  North 
Kings  Road,  which  has  been  part  of  the 
ministry  for  35  years,  has  been  sold  and 
Miss  Isobel  Fraser,  the  remaining  staff 
member,  has  moved  to  Winona  Lake,  IN 
to  assist  in  the  offices  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions  Council  until  her 
retirement  in  May. 

The  decision  to  close  the  work  was 
made  by  the  board  of  directors  during 
their  regular  meeting  in  August  1985  at 
Estes  Park,  CO. 

Along  with  other  factors  in  reaching 
that  decision  was  the  lack  of  Grace 
Brethren  personnel  who  sensed  a  "call  or 
were  gifted,  and  committed  to  implement 
our  policy  of  New  Testament,  church- 
planting  evangelism  in  this  location,"  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Robert  W.  Thompson,  ex- 
ecutive secretary  for  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions. 

'The  Fairfax  area  of  Los  Angeles  was 
itself,  a  most  unlikely  place  in  which  to 
develop  a  Grace  Brethren  Church  because 
of  the  strong  opposition  to  Gentiles  in 
general  and  particularly  those  bearing  the 
message  of  Christ,"  he  added. 


"We  find  that  continuing  this  ministry 
encourages  the  Grace  Brethren  to  accept 
what  we  consider  to  be  an  inaccurate 
philosophy  of  Jewish  evangelism,"  he 
stressed.  Thompson  questions  the  validity 
of  any  program  "which  treats  the  Jews 
as  an  elite  group  who  are  enjoying 
special  favor  with  God  during  this  dispen- 
sation and  who  require  evangelists  who 
have  special  skills  and  knowledge  to  win 
them  to  Jesus."  He  feels  there  is  no 
customized  message  for  the  descendant 
of  Abraham  beyond  that  which  is  clearly 
outlined  in  the  Great  Commission. 

Thompson  also  said  that  the 
evangelization  of  Jewish  people  is  less 
productive  in  those  areas  where  they 
have  created  social  structures  to  support 
their  cultural  and  religious  distinctives. 

"During  this  decade,  the  most  effective 
mode  of  Jewish  evangelism  throughout 
the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  appears  to  be  that  carried  on 
by  local  churches,  rather  than  through 
specialized  ministries,"  he  said.  "We 
therefore  renew  our  commitment  and 
support  for  those  methods  and  programs 
which  are  more  in  harmony  with  our 
basic  responsibility  of  church  planting. 
France,  Lyon:  The  European  publications 
committee  under  the  direction  of  Larry 
DeArmey  has  recently  completed  the 
translation  of  Dr.  Boyer's  study  book  on  I 
Corinthians.  Daniel  Dutruc,  a  member  of 
the  Lyon  Church,  did  the  translation 
work.  The  text  was  edited  and  sent  to 
the  printers  in  January.  Also,  final  revi- 
sions are  being  done  on  an  Ephesians 
study  booklet.  The  publications  of  these 
study  booklets  is  being  done  as  a  joint 
project  with  UFM  International. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Dr.  Charles  Smith 
has  resigned  from  Grace  Schools,  and 
has  accepted  the  position  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Dean  of  Students  at  the 
Master's  College  in  Southern  California. 
Dr.  John  McArthur  was  recently  named 
President  of  Master's  College. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Several  new 
Grace  Brethren  missionaries  arrived  on 
the  field  in  the  last  few  months.  After 
many  delays  in  obtaining  her  visa,  Ruth 
Ann  Cone  joined  the  team  in  Lyon, 
France.  Brenda  Welling's  presence  on  the 
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Mexican  border  work  will  be  a  boost  to 
our  missionary  staff.  Arriving  in  Spain, 
Ralph  and  Carolyn  Robinson  doubled 
our  missionary  force  in  this  country. 

Michigan,  Lansing:  Rev.  Gerald  Polman 
has  resigned  and  is  retiring  from 
ministry  March,  1986. 

Pennsylvania,  Bethlehem:  Ron  Guiles 
has  submitted  his  letter  of  resignation 
to  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Norwalk:  The  Norwalk  Grace 
Brethren  Church  recently  dedicated  four 
new  classrooms,  debt  free,  for  their 
school  and  Christian  education  program. 
Nickolas  Kurtanek,  Pastor. 

Ohio,  Homerville:  Pastor  Robert 
Holmes  is  celebrating  36  years  of  ser- 
vice to  the  Homerville  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 

Indiana,  Peru:  David  Jodry  has 
assumed  the  duties  of  associate  pastor 
of  the  Peru  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Working  closely  with  Pastor  Ron 
Bowland,  his  ministry  areas  will  include 
Christian  education,  youth,  and 
evangelism.  Jodry  is  a  graduate  of 
Grace  College  and  is  finishing  his 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  at  Grace 
Theological  Seminary.  Previously,  he 
served  an  intership  with  the  Warsaw 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church.  He 
and  his  wife,  Susan,  have  two 
daughters. 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne:  In  June  1986,  after 
14  years  of  ministry  with  the  First 
Brethren  Church,  Pastor  Galen  M. 
Lingenfelter  will  retire. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Applications  are 
now  being  received  by  Grace  Schools 
for  the  position  of  Director  of  Physical 
Plant.  This  second-line  management 
position  reports  to  the  Director  of 
Business  Affairs.  The  responsibilities  in- 
clude: 1.  the  maintenance  of  all 
buildings,  grounds,  equipment  and 
vehicles;  2.  custodial  services;  3. 
overseeing  the  energy  management  pro- 
gram; 4.  campus  security;  5.  general 
oversight  of  a  mobile  home  park;  and  6. 
providing  advise  regarding  the  planning, 
development  and  construction  of  new 


facilities,  and  the  oversight  to  im- 
plementing such  plans.  The  individual 
should  have  proven  organizational  and 
management  skills  combined  with  a 
good  level  of  knowledge  of  construction 
and/or  maintenance.  The  Director  has 
six  supervisors  reporting  to  him  and  is 
responsible  for  a  budget  in  excess  of 
$1.5  million.  Please  forward  resumes  to 
Rick  Brundage,  Director  of  Personnel, 
c/o  Grace  Schools,  200  Seminary  Drive, 
Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 


Religious  News 

California,  Chatsworth:  World  Literature 
Crusade  has  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  four  new  board  members  to 
oversee  the  ministry  founded  in  1946  by 
Canadian  Jack  McAllister.  Appointed  are 
Dick  Eastman,  President  of  Change  the 
World  Ministries;  Hector  Tamez,  Latin 
American  Director  of  Open  Doors;  Dean 
Hazelton,  Director  of  Financial  Services 
for  World  Vision;  and  Tom  McGhee,  an 
industrialist  from  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
Greece:  Three  Christian  workers  were 
sentenced  to  prison  terms  for  pro- 
selytism  to  the  Protestant  faith.  Costas 
Macris,  Director  of  the  Hellenic  Mis- 
sionary Union  of  Athens,  Don  Stevens, 
Director  of  Youth  with  a  Mission's 
maritime  ministries,  and  Allan  Williams, 
Chaplain  of  YWAM's  Mercy  Ship 
Anastasis,  were  convicted  for  giving  a 
New  Testament  to  a  teenage  boy,  and 
for  directing  him  to  an  evangelical  youth 
meeting.  An  appeal  is  to  be  heard  May 
21,  1986  for  their  case.  (EPA) 

China:  In  the  People's  Republic  of 
China,  100,000  Chinese  Bibles  and  more 
than  60,000  Chinese  New  Testaments 
were  printed  with  the  help  of  the  United 
Bible  Societies.  (EPA) 
Moonies:  1985  was  a  good  year  for  the 
Moonies.  The  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon 
ended  a  13-month  prison  sentence  for 
tax  evasion,  and  at  a  dinner  held  in  his 
honor  a  variety  of  religious  leaders  - 
including  --  Jerry  Falwell  and  black  ac- 
tivist Joseph  Lowery  -  called  for  Presi- 


dent Reagan  to  pardon  Moon.  A  Baptist 
college  even  awarded  Moon  an  honorary 
degree.  Unification  Church  President 
Mose  Durst  said  Moon's  imprisonment 
was  the  best  thing  that  had  happened 
to  the  church  in  years,  because  it 
generated  sympathy  for  the  church  in 
the  otherwise  antagonistic  Christian 
community.  (EPA) 

India:  Dr.  Mary  Barghese,  a  Christian 
physician  noted  for  her  work  among 
lepers  in  India,  was  honored  by  World 
Vision  with  the  1985  Robert  W.  Pierce 
Award  for  Christian  Service.  (EPA) 

United  States:  "Never  Ashamed"  was 
honored  as  Best  Film  at  the  1985 
Crown  Awards,  presented  by  the  Chris- 
tian Film  Distributor's  Association.  The 
Edward  T  McDougal  film  was  also 
honored  as  Best  Evangelistic  Film  and 
Best  Youth  Film.  Timothy  Elwell,  the 
featured  actor,  won  Best  Actors  honors. 
Wenda  Sheroes  won  Best  Actress 
honors  for  the  title  role  in  the  Ken 
Anderson  Film  "Fanny  Crosby."  That  film 
earned  the  Best  Cinematography  award 
for  Heather  Edmondson.  (EPA) 


WANTED 

Executive  Director 

Grace  Community,  Inc.  of  Myerstown,  PA 
is  currently  planning  for  the  development 
of  a  lifecare  center  to  provide  a  quality  facili- 
ty for  the  evangelical  christian  communi- 
ty. This  facility  will  ultimately  include  300 
residential  units  and  a  60  bed  skilled  nurs- 
ing facility  on  a  site  adjacent  to  the 
Myerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church  in 
Myerstown,  Pennsylvania. 
Grace  Community,  Inc.  is  currently  accept- 
ing resumes  from  evangelical  christians 
who  have  experience  in  the  development 
and  administration  of  retirement  com- 
munities. This  individual  will  be  accountable 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  and  will  be  in- 
strumental in  planning  and  inaugurating  this 
retirement  community. 
Those  interested  in  this  position  should 
submit  their  resumes  to: 

Eugene  F.  Carter 

c/o  Grace  Community,  Inc. 

430  East  Lincoln  Avenue 

Myerstown,  PA  17067 
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Building  a  teen's  self- 
confidence  begins  by 
parents  or  youth 
workers  helping  the 
student  see  himself  as 
God  sees  him.  The 
young  person  needs  to 
know  God's  love  for 
him  is  not  based  on 
performance. 


or  t 


or  the  past  month  we  had  been 
building  it  up.  We  were  going  to  a 
camp  with  a  swimming  pool!  This 
was  quite  a  change  for  our  three-year- 
old  daughter,  Hillary.  She  was  used  to 
wading  at  the  beach.  Now,  she  was 
catching  our  enthusiasm  about  the 
pool.  She  stood  at  the  pool's  edge  with 
her  arm  floats  on  and  ring  float 
around  her  waist,  scared  to  go  in.  (She 
gets  that  naturally  from  her  dad  who 
couldn't  pass  beginner  swimming  un- 
til sixth  grade.) 

We  tried  coaxing  her,  but  she  was 
unsure.  The  encouragement  we'd 
given  her  over  the  month  finally  paid 
off  as  she  let  herself  down  over  the 
edge  for  the  first  time.  Her  confidence 
grew  as  she  began  jumping  into  our 
arms,  then  jumping  in  without  our 
help.  Before  day's  end,  she  had  aban- 
doned the  ring  and  was  jumping  off 
the  diving  board  into  the  deep  water! 
Now  we  have  a  self-confident  three- 
year-old  dog  paddler  on  our  hands. 

Somewhere  in  Hillary's  little  mind 
is  a  memory  bank  being  programmed 
with  reinforcement  from  us,  positive  or 
negative.  In  the  coming  years,  as  she 
encounters  tasks  that  challenge  her 
level  of  confidence,  her  mind  will  whip 
through  the  data  banks  and  either 
prompt  her  positively  with  "You  can 
do  it.  Give  it  a  try!"  command  or  a 
negative,  self-defeating  line  like  "Don't 
bother,  you'll  just  fail."  The  feedback 
my  wife  and  I  give  Hillary  as  she  ex- 
periences successes  and  failures  now, 
will  determine  how  she  responds  to 
future  challenges. 


Only  the  illustrations  change  when 
we  move  from  talking  about  three- 
year-olds  to  discussing  self- 
confidence  among  high  school 
students.  Guys  are  wanting  to  feel 
competent,  knowing  they  are  good  at 
something.  Those  with  poor  self- 
images  are  looking  for  ways  to  "prove" 
themselves.  Girls  are  hungry  to  see 
themselves  make  a  difference  in 
someone's  life  and  know  they're  loved. 
Those  who  don't  find  positive  rein- 
forcement at  home,  look  for  it  at 
church,  school  or  on  dates.  Much  of 
a  youth's  behavior  ties  into  his  per- 
sonal self-confidence  and  self-esteem. 

The  high  schooler's  world  revolves 
around  affirmation  of  his  or  her 
abilities  and  interests.  Self-confidence 
is  thought  to  be  found  in  recognition 
and  acceptance.  Some  students  are 
emotionally  fed  by  playing  sports. 
Others  are  stretched  and  encouraged 
by  involvement  in  band,  drama  pro- 
ductions, cheerleading  or  public 
speaking.  Clubs  offer  students 
recognition  for  their  interests  in 
anything  from  farming  to  speaking 
French.  At  church  they  can  find  their 
niche  in  Bible  quizzing,  ministry 
teams  or  National  Achievement  Com- 
petition in  vocal  and  instrumental 
solos,  puppets,  youth  choir, 
photography  and  numerous  other 
categories. 

Building  a  teen's  self-confidence 
begins  by  parents  or  youth  workers 
helping  the  student  see  himself  as 
God  sees  him.  The  young  person 
needs  to  know  God's  love  for  him  or 
her  is  not  based  on  performance.  God 
so  valued  and  loved  the  youth.  He 
allowed  His  son  to  die  so  the  student 
may  have  a  choice  about  eternity.  No 
other  love  compares. 

A  student  living  with  this  proper 
perspective,  finds  confidence  in  God. 
There's  not  a  need  to  "prove" 
something.  The  young  person's  need 
for  praise  and  affirmation  is  most 
richly  satisfied  by  the  knowledge  he 
or  she  is  secure  in  God's  love.  This  is 
the  foundation  of  self-confidence. 
There's  a  strength  in  seeing  himself 
or  herself  as  God  does  that  stands  up 
to  peer  pressure  and  outweighs 
desires  to  be  accepted  by  friends. 

How  do  parents  help  build  self- 
confidence  in  a  young  person?  First, 


a  Teen's 


by  BRUCE  BARLOW 


they  need  to  provide  an  atmosphere 
of  love  and  affirmation  in  which  the 
teen's  strengths  are  applauded, 
acknowledged  and  reinforced.  Help 
them  enjoy  feeling  success  in  what 
they  do  well.  Be  generous  in  your 
praise  as  you  observe  their  ac- 
complishments. Too  much  encour- 
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agement  and  sincere  praise  is  rarely 
a  problem.  Most  young  people  don't 
hear  enough. 

Applauding  their  strengths  and 
abilities  may  mean  sacrificing  a 
parent's  personal  dream  for  the  teen. 
A  father  who  loves  athletics  must  be 
an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  his  son. 


even  if  he  chooses  to  play  piccolo 
rather  than  halfback.  We  build  into  a 
teen's  life  as  we  place  value  on  their 
interests  and  encourage  them  along 
their  strengths. 

Giving  positive  reinforcement  and 
pats  on  the  back  aren't  enough  to 
develop  true  self-confidence.  We  need, 
secondly,  to  help  the  student  face  his 
or  her  weaknesses  and  failures. 
Unless  we're  honest  and  speak  the 
truth,  we  may  build  in  a  teen  a  sense 
of  false  confidence. 

By  coming  alongside  the  youth  and 
demonstrating  our  love  and  accep- 
tance, we  can  talk  openly  about  the 
way  he  or  she  has  failed.  Tbo  often,  we 
don't  want  them  to  feel  like  a  failure, 
so  we  try  to  smooth  it  over  with  "It's 
OK,  you  did  fine"  while  deep  inside  he 
or  she  knows  they  blew  it.  It's  better 
to  face  the  failure  and  how  it  feels: 
"You  did  have  trouble,  I  bet  you're 
disappointed.  Let's  talk  about  it." 

Why  is  this  important?  Simply 
because  teens  need  to  learn  from  us 
what  to  do  after  failing,  how  to  pick 
themselves  up  and  move  on.  They 
need  to  learn  God's  love  and  accept- 
ance does  not  hinge  on  human  suc- 
cess. Teens  need  to  learn  how  to  re- 
bound from  failure  knowing  their 
worth  is  based  on  how  God  sees  them, 
not  on  their  performance. 

If  a  youth  learns  how  to  face  failure, 
he  or  she  won't  be  so  prone  to  fear 
failure.  And  a  teen  who  isn't  afraid  of 
failing  is  one  who  will  stretch  his 
abilities,  trying  new  things  and  tak- 
ing risks. 

We,  then,  need  to  be  willing  to  allow 
them  to  take  risks  as  we  direct  them 
toward  confidence  building  activities. 
Great  growth  opportunities  lie  ahead 
for  teens  as  they  risk  failure.  We  dare 
not  be  guilty  of  trying  to  decide  for  the 
student  what  he  or  she  is  capable  of 
doing.  Out  of  our  love  for  them  and 
desire  to  see  them  succeed,  we  may 
sometimes  cap  their  potential.  There 
is  a  need  for  a  check-and-balance 
system,  asking  the  student  why  he 
really  wants  to  do  "that"  and  perhaps 
even  directing  him  more  toward  his 
strength.  But  if  his  passion  is  to  be  an 
offensive  guard  even  though  he 
weighs  only  98  pounds,  perhaps  he 
needs  to  be  given  a  chance. 

I  was  maybe  too  willing  to  let  Bryan 


and  Dave  risk  failure  as  they  asked  if 
they  could  sing  a  duet  in  our  district's 
National  Achievement  Competition.  I 
wasn't  smart  enough  to  discourage 
them,  allowing  their  enthusiasm  to 
overshadow  their  monotonous  sound. 
On  the  big  day  of  the  competition, 
they  saw  how  their  hours  of  practice 
had  been  futile.  Singing  duets  just 
wasn't  one  of  their  abilities,  but  they 
needed  to  be  given  the  chance  to 
stretch  and  find  out  for  themselves. 

Both  applauding  successes  and  fac- 
ing failures  presupposes  we  are 
involved  enough  with  a  teen  to  know 
his  or  her  strengths  and  weaknesses. 
Our  greatest  need  as  youth  workers 
and  parents  is  to  have  an  active  role 
in  the  student's  life.  We  need  to  in- 
teract with  the  teen  as  he  chooses 
school  and  church  activities.  We  need 
to  make  a  commitment  of  our  time 
making  things  like  piano  recitals, 
basketball  games  or  speech  contests 
priorities.  And  it  requires  more  time 
as  we  observe  and  evaluate  our 
children's  strengths  and  weaknesses 
and  then  direct  their  life  with  that 
knowledge. 

Measuring  a  teen's  self-confidence 
isn't  done  by  counting  how  many  ac- 
tivities he  or  she  is  in  or  by  what  kind 
of  risks  they  take.  The  real  test  of  self- 
confidence  comes  in  their  motivation 
for  wanting  to  be  on  the  basketball 
team  or  in  the  band  and  what  hap- 
pens when  they  blow  it.  When  their 
desire  is  for  personal  growth,  not 
recognition;  and  when  they  can  pick 
up  the  pieces  after  a  failure,  basing 
their  worth  and  value  on  how  God 
sees  them,  then  self-confidence  is 
healthy  and  solid. 


1 

fb%^F 

Bruce  Barlow  is  associate 
dean  of  students  at  Grace 
College.  Prior  to  this  posi- 
tion he  was  a  youth  pastor 
for  six  years. 
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YOUR  NEST  EGG: 

Scrairtbfed  or 
Over  Easy? 


j. 


So,  you  finally  made 
it  Ready  or  not,  the 
time  is  here. 


A 


fter  working  over  93,600 
hours,  over  449,280,000  minutes,  it 
finally  hit. 

Retirement. 

Defined  as,  "the  withdrawal  from  a 
pfill-time  labor  force  which 
necessitates  dependence  upon  a 
planned  pension,  social  security,  an- 
nuities and  other  sources  of  financial 
support." 

To  some,  it  is  a  breath  of  fresh  air; 
to  others  it  is  scary.  Yet  anyway  you 
look  at  it,  retirement  DOES  change 
one's  life.  Sometimes,  even  surround- 
ings and  habits  are  rearranged. 

In  most  cases,  retirement  age  is 
sixty-five  years  or  older.  It  has  been 
predicted,  over  thirty  million  Amer- 
icans will  be  over  the  age  of  sixty-five 
in  the  year  2000.  This  age  bracket  will 
experience  the  largest  percent  of  in- 
crease in  total  numbers  than  any 
other  age  group  in  our  society. 
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This  population  shift  is  occuring  at  a 
time  when  changing  society  patterns 
are  making  life  uncertain  for  the  older 
citizen. 

In  the  recent  past,  the  elderly  could 
count  on  the  extended  family  to  pro- 
vide for  the  needed  support.  In  several 
Asian  societies  the  children  and 
relatives  still  assume  the  responsibili- 
ty of  caring  for  the  family  elderly. 
However  in  the  United  States  the 
younger  generation  has  become  ex- 
tremely mobile,  which  does  not  allow 
for  parental  care.  Presently,  27  per- 
cent of  our  elderly  have  no  living 
children  or  were  never  married. 

The  elderly's  financial  picture  is 
serious.  Our  society  in  recent  years, 
through  major  advertising  cam- 
paigns, encourage  people  to  save 
through  IRAs,  credit  unions,  tax 
shelters  -  anything  to  provide  for  the 
future.  It  has  been  stated,  it  is  best  for 
the  age  group  of  forty  and  below  not 
to  count  on  ever  receiving  social 
security.  This  statement  was  made 
due  to  the  longevity  of  the  current 
elderly,  who  are  draining  the  social 
security  coffers.  What  about  the  ones 
who  did  not  plan?  What  are  their 
options? 

For  many  retirees,  company  pen- 
sions and  social  security  are  enough. 
Many  have  money  invested  in  real 


The  family  environment 
is  a  major  plus  for  the 
retirement  center. 

estate.  Some  enjoy  personal  ac- 
cumulated wealth.  Some  depend  on 
the  welfare  department  to  help.  The 
majority  of  retirement-age  people 
planned  the  last  ten  to  fifteen  years  to 
provide  for  their  retirement  income. 
Beyond  the  financial  dimension  of 
retirement  is  a  real  and  practical  fac- 
tor which  is  both  personal  and  fami- 
ly oriented.  In  moving  toward  the 
maturing  life  cycle,  people  realize 
preparation,  change  and  adjustment 
are  required.  Questions  include:  Is  it 
best  to  stay  in  the  same  house? 
Should  one  move  to  warmer  climate? 
What  are  our  friends  doing?  What 
about  the  rest  of  the  family?  Many  of 


these  questions  must  be  faced  then 
answered. 

The  personal  choice  of  relocation  to 
a  retirement  center  or  smaller  private 
dwelling  may  mean  moving  from  one 
community  to  another.  Moving  from 
the  security  of  long  time  friendships 
is  a  price  which  may  have  to  be  ac- 
cepted. Leaving  the  schedule  and 
routine  of  where  one  buys  groceries, 
gasoline,  car  repair,  and  reading  the 
hometown  paper,  makes  the  thought 
of  retirement  expand  to  a  sudden 
reluctance.  These  changes  tend  to 
cause  one  to  not  proceed  to  plan, 
rather  to  let  things  just  happen  - 
usually  the  poorest  plan  of  action. 

Another  major  factor  to  consider  is 
the  present  state  of  health.  The 
thought  of  getting  acquainted  with  a 
new  doctor  and  medical  services  of  a 
new  location  have  a  tendency  to  un- 
nerve the  most  stable  individual. 

Church  life  and  christian  fellowship 
are  also  a  vital  consideration.  Sharing 
in  the  responsibilities  of  teaching 
Sunday  school,  singing  in  the  choir, 
playing  the  piano/organ  or  involve- 
ment in  church  committees  may  have 
played  an  important  role  in  the  cur- 
rent location.  Moving  will  change  the 
involvement  and  can  affect  a  persons 
self  esteem. 

For  many  retired  people,  the  retire- 
ment center  is  the  best  solution.  One 
can  move  into  an  environment  where 
everything  can  be  done  for  the  in- 
dividual or  where  one  may  choose  to 
care  for  themselves  in  regard  to 
meals,  laundry  and  housekeeping.  In 
most  retirement  centers  people  have 
their  mobility,  privacy  and  freedom  to 
come  and  go  as  they  please,  with  the 
security  of  someone  watching  over 
their  "home"  when  they  are  gone. 

The  family  environment  is  a  major 
plus  for  the  retirement  center.  Con- 
stant activities  are  scheduled.  One 
never  has  to  be  alone,  except  by 
choice.  Close  friends  are  established 
through  the  common  denominator  of 
age  and  retirement,  plus  opportunties 
of  group  meals,  special  social  events 
and  sharing  the  same  "home"  within 
a  home. 

The  retirement  center  is  also  a 
security  factor  for  the  rest  of  the  fami- 
ly. Children  are  content  knowing  Dad 
and  Mom  are  not  lonely  or  withdraw- 


ing from  society  due  to  retirement, 
and  someone  is  always  there  in  case 
of  an  emergency.  Retirement  centers 
still  provide  the  necessary  environ- 
ment offering  activities  and  securities 
to  reinforce  the  retiree's  self  worth 
without  the  threat  of  having  to  keep 
pace  with  the  younger  society. 

After  spending  25%  of  every  week 
for  approximately  40-50  years  at 
work,  retirement  should  be  a  reward 
for  everyone.  Enough  emphasis  can- 
not be  placed  on  the  fact:  Retirement 
MUST  be  planned.  Over  75%  of  the 
working  force  will  live  to  retire.  Due 
to  heavy  advertising  and  exposure  of 
retirement  plans,  more  people  are 
planning  for  retirement. 

As  retirement  is  approached,  it  is 
best  for  the  whole  family  to  be 
involved  in  the  decision.  It  is  always 
easier  to  consider  all  the  pros  and 
cons  of  each  factor  from  everyone's 
perspective  before  making  a  commit- 
ment. When  the  complete  family  is 
involved,  there  are  fewer  misunder- 
standings and  less  hurt  feelings  when 
retirement  is  experienced. 

Retirement  is  more  than  just  turn- 
ing sixty-five,  herald 


Sherwood  Durkee  is  the 
Administrator  of  Grace 
Village  Retirement  Center 
and  Health  Care  Facility 
in  Winona  Lake.  Indiana. 
He  served  as  a  pastor  of 
several  Grace  Brethren 
churches  before  assuming 
his  current  position. 
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For  all  your  Sunday  School  and  Reference  Material  Needs 

1-800-348-2756 


The  One  Yoiive  Been 
WaifingFbr... 

TheNN 

StudyBible 


In  preparation  for  over 
seven  years  and  reflecting 
the  very  best  in  contempo- 
rary biblical  scholarship,    \ 
here  is  the  only  study 
Bible  based  on,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  best-selling 
New  International  Version 
Bible. 

Includes  nearly  20,000 
study  notes  (more  than 
twice  as  many  as  any 
other  study  Bible ! )  as  well  \ 
as  numerous  other  useful    ji 
study  features.  Available 
now  in  a  wide  variety  of 
bindings  and  prices. 


The  HERALD  BOOKSTORE 


NIV 

Jm 


ZONDERVAN 

lilBI  I    nilllMII  lis 


MOSES 

AND  THE  GODS 

OF  EGYPT 


$11.95 


Studies  in  the  Book  of  Exodus 

Second  Edition 
John  J.  Davis 

This  revised  edition  contains  new  material 
on  the  date  and  route  of  the  Exodus. 

"The  purpose  of  this  volume,"  writes  the 
author,  "is  to  take  a  fresh  look  at  the  text  of 
Exodus  in  the  light  of  recent  archaeological 
and  historical  studies.  Special  consideration 
is  given  to  the  first  twelve  chapters  of  the 
book  in  the  light  of  Egyptian  religious  and 
political  customs.  Where  appropriate, 
reference  is  made  to  the  Hebrew  text." 

This  section-by-section  commentary  is 
lucidly  outlined,  is  illustrated  by  more  than 
thirty  charts,  maps,  drawings,  and 
photographs,  and  is  well  indexed.  It  also  in- 
cludes a  substantial  bibliography.  It  makes 
an  excellent  companion  to  the  author's 
Paradise  to  Prison:  Studies  in  Genesis. 


FREE 
THE  BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE  COMMENTARY 

With  each  retail,  single  curriculum  Sunday  School  order  of  $300 

placed  with  the  Herald  Bookstore. 

(See  description  on  back  cover  —  a  $21.95  value.) 

"Cutting  straight"  God's  Word  means  precision  and 
accuracy.  It  means  preaching  and  teaching  the  Word 
as  God  gave  it. 

HOW  TO  INTERPRET  THE  BIBLE  FOR  YOURSELF 

This  book  discusses  obstacles  that  keep  us  from  truly 
accurate  biblical  interpretation.  Dr.  Mayhue's  grasp  of 
the  problem  of  misinterpretation,  joined  with  clear, 
readable  style,  make  this  book  mandatory  for  every 
person  eager  to  avoid  the  many  pitfalls  surrounding 
accurate  interpretation  of  the  Word  of  God. 

A  Leader's  Guide  is  available  for  use  with  the  study 
guide.  The  Leader's  Guide  will  help  the  teacher  gear 
each  chapter  to  his  particular  group,  anticipate  pro- 
blem areas,  design  visual  aids,  and  build  thought- 
provoking  discussion. 

Dr.  Richard  Mayhue  is  pastor  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  Long  Beach,  California. 

Book  $3.95 

Leader's  Guide  $2.50 

Postage  &  Handling  additional 

To  order,  call  our  toll  free  number: 

HERALD  BOOKSTORE 
1-800-348-2756 


Richard  Mayhue 


How  tolnt 


for  Yourself 


Saving  for  a  new  car? 

A  college  education? 

A  special  vacation? 


PLAN        AHEAD 


An  account  with  the  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation  might  be  the  answer  to  your 
leeds.  Your  funds  earn  6.5  percent  (6.72  percent  with  continuous  compounding)  from  day  of 
ieposit  to  day  of  withdrawal.  And  all  of  the  while,  it  is  helping  provide  low-interest  growth  loans 
o  Grace  Brethren  Churches. 

Plan  ahead  with  an  account  in  the  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation.  For  information 
'all  collect. 

The  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 

Celebrating  30  years  of  serving  the  FGBC! 
Box  587  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590  (219)  267-5161 
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DOES  HE  CARE  ABOUT 

COBWEBS? 


by  SHARON  ANDERSEN 


In  a  working  mother's 
busy  schedule,  how 
does  she  prioritize 
home,  family  and  job? 


M 


rotherhood  is  rewarding, 
wonderful,  and  as  American  as  apple 
pie.  Right?  I've  stood  so  many  times 
in  front  of  a  sink  of  dirty  dishes  stif- 
ling tears  and  pleading,  "Oh,  God,  I 
can't  handle  being  a  working  mother. 
I'm  being  stretched  beyond  my 
tolerance  level.  Please,  oh,  please,  help 
me  cope  with  this  somehow!" 

I  must  admit  that  I  entered  the  state 
of  motherhood  quite  naively.  Before 
our  baby  was  born,  I  thought  I  would 


be  able  to  manage  caring  for  her  as 
easily  as  anything  else.  I  had 
developed  excellent  organizational 
skills  during  college  and  at  my  job, 
but  no  one  warned  me  that  babies 
rarely  follow  schedules.  Somehow 
tiny  human  beings  seem  to  be  created 
to  totally  baffle  homemakers  as  we  try 
to  accomplish  even  every  day  ac- 
tivities. Dishes,  laundry,  cleaning, 
paying  bills  .  .  .  everything  seems  to 
take  so  much  more  time  and  effort. 

When  our  baby  girl  was  six  weeks 
old,  the  time  arrived  for  me  to  return 
to  work.  The  following  months  were 
very  difficult  as  I  struggled  to  balance 
nursing  a  baby,  keeping  house,  and 
maintaining  a  frantic  pace  at  a  part- 
time  job. 

I  have  always  loved  babies,  but 
when  mine  kept  me  awake  until  two 
in  the  morning  or  woke  me  up  two  or 
three  times  a  night,  I  began  to 
wonder.  Starting  a  day's  activities  at 
10  a.m.  was  not  conducive  to  produc- 
tivity, but  sleep  became  necessary  for 
sanity  too.  During  those  times  I  har- 


bored the  desperate  thoughts  that 
began  this  commentary. 

Now  my  little  girl  is  almost  a  year 
and  a  half  old.  I  love  her  dearly  and 
have  truly  enjoyed  watching  her  grow. 

God  has  renewed  my  commitment 
to  Him  and  to  the  work  He  has  given 
me  to  do.  The  process  of  personal 
renewal  has  been  arduous,  but  so  very 
rewarding.  There  are  two  keys  the 
Lord  is  using  to  give  me  a  new 
perspective  on  my  role  as  wife, 
mother  and  employee. 

First,  He  is  showing  me  that  my 
self-worth  is  not  related  to  my  position 
at  work  or  daily  success  as  a 
homemaker.  God's  love  for  me 
transcends  my  failures  and  limited 
abilities.  He  never  expects  me  to  ac- 
complish goals  that  are  beyond  my 
physical  limitations. 

Second,  I  now  realize  that  God's 
priorities  are  different  than  the  goals 
I  had  set  for  myself.  Titus  2  states  very 
clearly  that  Christian  women  are  to 
make  loving  their  husbands  and 
children  top-priority.  Then  we  must 
be  kind,  self-controlled,  and,  yes,  keep 
our  houses  in  order.  All  of  this  is  ac- 
complished under  the  protective  um- 
brella of  our  husband's  authority. 
That  means  that  outside  employment 
ought  to  assume  less  importance 
than  all  of  the  above. 

Yes,  I  still  work  outside  the  home, 
but  now  I  know  that  God  is  vitally 
concerned  with  my  housework.  He 
values  my  obedience  to  Him  as  I  clear 
away  the  cobwebs,  do  dishes,  and 
complete  the  tasks  that  make  our 
home  a  clean,  happy  place  for  loving 
relationships  to  grow,  hsrjld 


Sharon  Andersen  Hues  In  Warsaw,  In- 
diana, with  her  hwsband  Tim  and 
daughter  Christina.  Working  afternoons 
in  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions' 
finance  department  keeps  Sharon  busy. 
The  Andersens  are  active  members  of 
the  Winona  Lake  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
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Try  circling 


1      L 


Boy  did  you  miss  it! 


If  the  show  fits 


The  Valley  Grace  WMC  in 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  has  started 
a  "Get  Acquainted  Circle"  to  en- 
courage close  fellowship  among  the 
members.  Each  month  a  different  per- 
son chooses  from  slips  of  paper,  the 
name  of  a  fellow  WMCer.  She  visits 
her  at  home  to  share  a  cup  of  coffee 
or  tea.  This  visit  is  to  take  place  before 
the  next  monthly  meeting. 


Absentee  cards  in  the  mail  are 
noticed  by  recipients.  Make  sure  to  en- 
courage ones  who  have  missed  a 
meeting  by  telling  them,  in  writing, 
about  the  meeting,  prayer  requests, 
and  fellowship.  Maybe  include  the 
recipe  for  the  refreshments. 


Snow  in  dinner 


Be  sure  to  notify  the  National  WMC 
Project  Chairman,  Mrs.  Ella  Rissner, 
of  the  projects  your  district  WMC  has 
chosen. 


And  the  winner  is  .  .  . 

Correspond  with  another  WMC 
from  your  district  (or  another  district) 
and  exchange  ideas  directly  with  that 
group.  Perhaps  a  contest  between  the 
two  groups  might  be  some  encourage- 
ment. Base  it  on  attendance, 
knowledge  of  WMC,  per  capita  giving, 
Scripture  memory,  or  anything  uni- 
que to  your  groups. 


Perhaps  during  one  of  the  winter 
months,  have  a  Sunday  lunch  carry- 
in  for  WMC.  Invite  families  and  simp- 
ly stay  after  church.  The  meeting 
should  be  abbreviated,  but  make  it 
interesting. 


Pick  and  choose 


Use  the  suggested  programs  as  a 
guideline  -  fit  them  to  your  specific 
needs. 


OFFERING 

Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions 

Project:  Support  for  nationals 

attending  Grace  Seminary 
Deadline:  Send  before 

June  10,  1986 


Currently,  two  Grace  Brethren 
nationals  are  students  at  Grace 
Seminary.  Ivanildo  Trindade  (pro- 
nounced e-von-ill-doo  trin-da-jee)  is 
a  university  graduate  from  Belem, 
Brazil.  This  year  he  will  complete  his 
M.  Div.  degree  and  will  be  returning 
to  Brazil  to  teach  in  the  Bible  In- 
stitute. Ivanildo  and  his  wife  Naza 
have  one  daughter,  Carolina. 

Pierre  Yougouda  is  at  Grace 
Seminary  for  the  second  time,  now 
pursuing  a  doctorate.  Pierre  and  his 
wife,  Martine,  have  four  children, 


only  one  of  whom  is  with  them  here 
in  the  United  States.  Pierre  is  the 
director  of  the  Brethren  Biblical 
Seminary  in  the  Central  African 
Republic. 

Also  the  Birthday  Missionary  Offer- 
ing to  be  received  throughout  the 
year  is  due  June  10,  1986.  This  offer- 
ing goes  toward  the  support  of  our 
five  Birthday  Missionaries  -  Susie 
Hobert,  Kathy  Manduka,  Alice 
Peacock,  Sharon  Stallter,  and  Evelyn 
Tschetter  -  in  honor  of  their  years  of 
service. 
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"In  the  church's  zeal  to  meet  obvious  family 
needs,  they  have  often  isolated  the  ever 
increasing  scores  of  singles." 


by  AL  REILLY 


I 


in  1979,  America's  divorce  rate  hit 
an  all  time  high  of  1.18  million.  As  the 
divorce  rate  continues  to  increase 
with  startling  speed  in  American 
culture,  so  do  the  number  of  situa- 
tions of  single  adults  left  to  raise 
children,  to  make  a  living,  and  to  face 
alone  what  God  intended  to  be  a  dual 
leadership  responsibility. 

Numerous  churches  have  expend- 
ed time  and  energy  developing  pro- 
grams focusing  on  the  family  unit. 
However,  in  the  church's  zeal  to  meet 
these  obvious  needs,  they  often  have 
isolated  the  increasing  scores  of 
singles,  including  the  never  married, 
widows,  widowers,  and  the  divorced. 

This  leads  us  to  think  seriously 
about  a  very  practical  question  con- 
cerning a  one  parent  home.  How  can 
we,  as  a  family  and  members  of 
Christ's  body,  minister  to  the  single 


adult  family?  What  can  be  done  to 
bridge  the  chasm  that  often  exists 
between  married  church  members 
and  single,  divorced  adults? 

It  is,  admittedly,  a  difficult  question 
to  answer  without  first  understanding 
the  great  pain,  grief,  and  sense  of  guilt 
a  divorced  person  experiences.  They 
are  people  who  are  hurting  and  in 
desperate  need  of  love,  acceptance, 
friendship,  and  a  great  deal  of  support 
from  the  local  church  family. 

We  begin  by  simply  being  aware  of 
their  presence  and  their  potential  pro- 
blems. Frequently,  they  are  not  only 
feeling  rejected  but  unwanted,  forgot- 
ten, unloved,  and  unlovely.  With  this 
understanding  firmly  entrenched  in 
our  minds,  let  us  proceed  to  some 
specific  helps. 

Quite  often,  divorced  individuals 
feel  as  if  the  bottom  has  dropped  out 
of  their  lives.  After  every  divorce,  there 
are  p'ways  hurt,  broken  individuals. 
They  are  literally  down  and  out.  What 
do  these  single-again  adults  need 
most  of  all  during  this  time  of  pain 
and  confusion?  They  need  under- 
standing and  listening  ears.  Notice, 
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please,  they  do  not  need  judgemen- 
tal attitudes,  nor  do  they  need  to  be 
bombarded  with  Scripture.  Listening 
says,  "I  care"  and  communicates 
understanding. 

A  friend  once  told  me  "divorce  is  liv- 
ing death."  The  hurt  penetrates 
deeper  than  the  eye  can  see  and  the 
pain  is  far  beyond  the  reach  of  a 
surgeon's  scalpel.  It  is  a  deep-seated 
injury  by  someone  the  individual 
deeply  loved  and  trusted.  There  is  no 
gauge  precise  enough  to  measure  the 
initial  shock  and  overwhelming  grief 
one  experiences  following  divorce. 

When  words  fail,  tears  flow.  How 
simple  and  profound  are  these  words 
-  Did  you  know  that  God  takes  special 
notice  of  those  tears?  Well,  God  sure 
does!  In  Psalm  56:8,  he  says,  "Thou 
hast  taken  account  of  my  wanderings; 
Put  my  tears  in  Thy  bottle;  Are  they 
not  in  Thy  book?"  (NASB)  God  is  at- 
tentive to  every  detail  of  our  lives,  and 
that  includes  tears. 

If  God  is  enthralled  in  every  aspect 
of  a  person's  life  regardless  of  race, 
age,  sex,  or  status,  the  local  church 
family  must  recognize  not  only  its 
responsibility,  but  also  its  opportuni- 
ty as  it  ministers  to  and  with  single 
adult  parents.  And  this  begins  by  be- 
ing a  caring  listener. 

Not  only  do  we  need  to  be  an  atten- 
tive listener,  but  we  must  also  accept 

I  1 

Marital  status  does  not 
affect  the  value  as  a 
human  being. 

them  for  what  they  are  --  no  strings 
attached.  Their  marital  status  does 
not  affect  their  value  as  a  human  be- 
ing. No  matter  what  the  situation,  do 
not  try  to  read  between  the  lines  of  a 
person's  life,  because  it  can  be  dead- 
ly. Avoid  judgmental  attitudes.  Their 
position  is  not  unique.  Any  one  of  us 
could  find  ourselves  there.  There  is 
not  a  person  alive  that  is  exempt  from 
human  misfortune,  human  failure,  or 
serious  error.  It  is  only  by  God's  grace 
that  we  are  kept  from  falling  head  first 
over  the  same  hurdle  in  life.  Charles 
Swindoll  captures  this  idea  in  his 
devotional  book,    "Growing  Strong 


in  the  Seasons  of  Life."  (page  361) 

"Even  today,  the  bite  of  legalism 
spreads  a  paralyzing  venom  into  the 
Body  of  Christ.  Its  poison  blinds  our 
eyes,  dulls  our  edge,  and  arouses 
pride  in  our  hearts.  Soon  our  love  is 
eclipsed  as  it  turns  into  a  mental 
clipboard  with  a  long  checklist,  a 
thick  filter  requiring  others  to 
measure  up  before  we  move  in.  The 
joy  of  fellowship  is  fractured  by  a 
judgmental  attitude  and  a  critical 
look.  It  seems  stupid  to  me  that 
fellowship  must  be  limited  to  the 
narrow  ranks  of  predictable  per- 
sonalities clad  in  'acceptable'  attire. 
The  short  haircut,  clean-shaven, 
tailored  suit  look  (with  matching 
vest  and  tie,  of  course)  seem  essen- 
tial in  many  circles.  Just  because  I 
prefer  a  certain  style  of  attire  doesn't 
mean  that  it's  best  or  that  it's  for 
everyone.  Nor  does  it  mean  that  the 
opposite  is  any  less  pleasing  to  God." 

There  is  a  third  feature  worthy  of 
our  consideration  concerning 
ministering  to  the  single  adult  - 
friendship.  The  Bible  tells  us  in  Pro- 
verbs 18:24  -  "A  man  of  many  friends 
comes  to  ruin,  but  there  is  a  friend 
who  sticks  closer  than  a  brother." 
(NASB)  Loneliness  is  a  terrible  feeling 
and  often  the  only  way  to  overcome  it 
is  with  an  understanding  friend. 
Jesus  is  the  only  one  who,  "sticks 
closer  than  a  brother." 

When  the  loneliness  of  life  camps 
itself  on  our  doorsteps,  we  need 
strength  -  supernatural  strength.  The 
Apostle  Paul  gives  us  a  clue  to  the 
origin  of  that  strength.  Philippians 
4:13  says,  "I  can  do  all  things  through 
Him  who  strengthens  me."  (NASB) 
Strength  resides  in  the  person  of 
Jesus  Christ.  When  we  are  lonely,  we 
need  to  lift  our  eyes  off  our  present 
situation  and  rivet  them  on  Christ. 

Self  pity  is  one  of  the  most  common 
and  effective  devices  which  Satan 
uses  against  singles.  He  always  seems 
to  know  just  the  right  time  to  use  it 
to  accomplish  his  destructive  ends. 
Especially  when  a  person  has  time  on 
their  hands,  one  can  easily  be  drawn 
into  thinking  about  past  mistakes.  To 
dwell  on  the  past  is  to  live  destruc- 
tively, rather  than  constructively. 
Satan  wants  people  to  feel  worthless. 


precisely  what  concentrating  on  the 
past  accomplishes. 

Remember,  Jesus  is  a  specialist 
when  pain,  anguish,  and  sorrow  are 
deep.  His  ability  to  comfort  and  to 
heal  the  soul  is  profound.  Oh  how 
familiar  are  the  words  of  this  wonder- 
ful hymn: 

"What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus, 
All  our  sins  and  griefs  to  bear!  What 
a  privilege  to  carry  everything  to  God 
in  prayer!  O  what  peace  we  often 
forfeit,  O  what  needless  pain  we 
bear,  All  because  we  do  not  carry 
everything  to  God  in  prayer!" 

Allow  me  for  a  moment  to  review 
the  three  points  that  will  help  us  more 


"How  can  we  as  a  family 
and  members  of  Christ's 
body  minister  to  the 
single  adult  family?" 

effectively  minister  to  the  single  adult 
population  in  our  local  churches. 
First,  we  must  learn  to  be  good 
listeners.  A  listener  is  one  who  shows 
genuine  understanding.  Second,  we 
must  accept  them  -  no  strings 
attached.  An  accepting  attitude  is  a 
non-judgmental  attitude.  Last,  we 
must  be  their  friend,  particularly  in 
a  time  of  loneliness. 

But  there  is  one  final  factor  which 
must  be  considered  in  ministering  to 
single  adult  parents.  This  is  critical! 
To  begin  with,  the  divorced  person  ex- 
periences intense  grief,  the  same  kind 
that  consumes  a  person  standing  be- 
side the  coffin  of  his  or  her  spouse. 

How  do  you  respond  to  a  friend  who 
recently  lost  a  spouse  by  death? 
Perhaps  your  first  reaction  is  one  of 
sorrow.  Your  next  reaction  could  be 
one  of  concern.  You  may  send  flowers 
or  a  card,  take  them  a  meal,  or  call 
them  on  the  phone.  You  surround  the 
person  with  your  presence  as  you  ex- 
perience their  grief.  This  is  a  univer- 
sal principle,  and  one  which  should 
be  applied  to  those  who  are  grieving 
over  a  divorce. 

Practical  ministry  to  adults  who 
have  just  experienced  the  break-up  of 
their  marriage  begins  with  a  genuine, 
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authentic  concern  for  them.  There  are 
no  pat  answers  that  will  take  away 
anguish  and  pain.  As  you  reach  out 
to  comfort  this  hurting  person,  they 
will  welcome  your  sincere  comfort, 
concern,  and  sympathy. 

Be  supportive  of  the  single  person. 
There  are  many  practical  ways.  Begin 
by  offering  physical  support:  if 
children  are  involved  take  the 
children  for  the  afternoon,  offer  to  do 
maintenance  around  the  house,  pro- 
vide an  evening  meal,  or  offer  finan- 
cial help  (James  1:27).  Don't  forget 
single  adults  around  the  holiday 
season,  because  Christmas,  Thanks- 
giving, Easter,  and  other  family- 
oriented  holidays  can  be  a  lonely  and 
painful  period  of  time. 

Once  the  physical  needs  are  cared 
for,  turn  your  attention  to  the  emo- 
tional ones.  Don't  label  single  person, 
but  love  them.  Don't  criticize,  but  be 
caring.  Don't  misunderstand,  but  be 
understanding. 

Finally,  be  committed  to  being 
there  "over  the  long  haul."  Need  for 
physical  and  emotional  support  may 
be  most  apparent  in  the  beginning, 
but  the  warmth  of  a  caring  friend  may 
make  those  dark  moments  in  the 
future  a  lot  brighter,  herald 


AlRellly  has  postered  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  at 
Lexington,  KY  since  late 
1984,  A  graduate  of  Temple 
University  and  Biblical 
Theological  Seminary,  he 
has  served  as  a  youth 
pastor,  ministered  with 
Campus  Crusade  of  Christ, 
and  worked  with  the  Lakeside  Christian 
Service,  He  and  his  wife,  Linda,  have  three 
children. 


For  those  who 
are  hurting  .  .  . 

How  To  Over  Come 
Life's  Baffling 
Problems 

Stuart  Brisco,  Victor  Books, 
1984 

Now  That  You  Are 
Single  Again 

Gary  Chapman,  Here's  life 
Publishers,  1985 

Women  In  Mid-Life 
Crisis 

Jim  and  Sally  Conway, 
Tyndale,  1985 

Gold  In  The  Making 

Ron  Lee  Davis,  Thomas  Nelson 
Publishing,  1983 

Love  Must  Be  Tough 

James  C.  Dobson,  Word  Books, 
1983 

A  Widow's  Guide  To 
Living  Alone 

Judith  Sabisch,  Zondervan, 
1978 

When  It  Hurts  Too 
Much  To  Cry 

Jerry  Falwell,  Tyndale,  1984 

Spiritually  Single 

Marcia  Mitchell,  Bethany 
House,  1984 

Healing  Of  Memories 

David  A.  Seamonds,  Victor 
Books,  1985 

Healing  For  Damaged 
Emotions 

David  A.  Seamonds,  Victor 
Books,  1981 

The  Bumps  Are  What 
You  Climb  On 

Warren  Wiersbe,  Baker  Book 
House,  1980 
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This  church  is  full  of 

senior  citizens  ready 

to  share  their  love 

with  the  world 

around  them  in  the 

years  of  ministry 

which  remain. 


nly  one  life  will  soon  be 
past.  Only  what's  done  for  Christ  will 
last." 

This  familiar  couplet  becomes  even 
more  meaningful  when  people  come 
to  the  average  age  described  in  Psalm 
90:10:  "As  for  the  days  of  our  life,  they 
contain  seventy  years.  Or  if  due  to 
strength,  eighty  years  .  .  .  for  soon  it 
is  gone  and  we  fly  away."  (NASB) 

At  the  height  of  winter,  the 
Gulfview   Grace   Brethren   Church, 
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Port  Richey,  Florida  consists  of  ap- 
proximately 75  percent  senior 
citizens.  Average  age  in  the  congrega- 
tion of  200  people  is  65  years  young, 
according  to  Pastor  Jim  Poyner. 

"Their  experience,  enthusiasm, 
and  encouragement  maintain  an  ex- 
citing church,"  he  says.  Gulfview  GBC 
began  in  1981  in  Ja-Mar  Travel  Park, 
Port  Richey.  Ja-Mar  is  a  community 
of  travel  trailers  where  people  live  for 
six  months  of  the  year.  "Little  by  lit- 
tle, we've  been  able  to  gather  perma- 
nent families  into  our  fellowship,"  he 
adds.  "One  year  ago  we  built  our  new 
building  on  6639  Hammick  Road, 
nearby  the  park  where  the  church 
began.  Presently  we  have  a  beautiful 
blend  of  permanent,  seasonal,  senior 
citizens,  middle-aged,  and  youth. 

Realizing  there  is  no  age  limit  in 
the  Great  Commission,  the  church 
chose  the  Bible's  summary  passage, 
Matthew  22:37-40,  as  their  theme: 
"You  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God 
with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all  your 
soul,  and  with  all  your  mind.  This  is 
the  great  and  foremost  command- 
ment. The  second  is  like  it,  You  shall 
love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.  On 
these  two  commandments  depend 
the  whole  law  and  the  Prophets." 
(NASB) 

"We  now  have  a  church  full  of 
senior  citizens  ready  to  show  and 
share  their  love  with  the  world  around 
them  in  the  years  of  ministry  they 
have  left,"  the  pastor  adds.  James 
4:14-15  ("Yet  you  do  not  know  what 
your  life  will  be  like  tomorrow.  You  are 
just  a  vapor  that  appears  for  a  little 
while  and  then  vanishes  away.  In- 
stead, you  ought  to  say,  'If  the  Lord 
wills,  we  shall  live  and  also  do  this  or 
that.'  "}  (NASB)  says  all  of  us  are  real- 
ly living  one  day  at  a  time  in  God's 
will  anyway. 

God  has  given  the  Port  Richey 
church  a  number  of  "spiritual  giants" 
who  are  imitating  the  faith  of  Caleb 
in  Joshua  14:10-12.  He,  at  the  age  of 
85,  asked  God  to  give  him  "this 
mountain." 

"And  our  'senior  saints'  have  found 
the  same  secret  that  Caleb  did  - 
strength  comes  from  the  Lord.  He 
brings  victory  and  His  presence 
brings  joy,"  he  adds.  "Nehemiah  8:10 


confirms:  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our 
strength." 

The  Port  Richey  congregation  has 
had  the  joy  of  seeing  80-year-old 
people  invite  Christ  into  their  lives  to 
be  their  Savior.  They  have  experi- 
enced the  joy  of  helping  many  senior 
citizens  come  to  assurance  of  their 
salvation  through  Jesus  Christ  alone, 
plus  see  septuagenarians  obey  Jesus 
in  water  baptism,  and  watch  with 
amazement  their  desire  to  serve  the 
Lord. 

Pastor  Poyner  is  excited  about  his 
ministry  with  the  senior  set.  "What 


"Our  'senior  saints'  have 
found  the  same  secret 
that  Caleb  did  - 
strength  comes  from  the 
Lord." 

a  joy  to  see  senior  citizens  singing  in 
the  choir,  working  in  the  nursery, 
children's  church,  cleaning  the 
building,  mowing  the  lawn,  volunteer- 
ing for  visitation,  and  working  in 
every  other  area  of  church  life,"  he 
says. 

He  finds  the  only  unique  part  of  the 
gulf  coast  ministry  is  the  number  of 
retired  individuals  in  the  congrega- 
tion. "We  use  the  people  we  have,"  he 
remarks.  "The  retired  people  want  to 
be  used.  In  fact,  they  are  hurt  if  we  by- 
pass them.  It  is  best  to  give  them  a 
job.  It  gets  them  involved  and  takes 
their  minds  off  their  health  and  other 
problems." 

Each  member  of  the  congregation 
has  been  involved  in  some  respect, 
despite  problems  associated  with  old 
age. 

Floyd  is  an  80-year-old  man  who 
has  emphysema,  yet  he  goes  on  visita- 
tion almost  every  day.  They  had  a 
90-year-old  man  on  the  church  bowl- 
ing team.  When  the  church  building 
was  being  constructed  in  1984,  many 
of  the  retirees  chipped  in  with 
physical  labor.  "We  had  people  in 
their  70's  and  80's  laying  sod,"  Pastor 
Poyner  remarks. 

While  pastoring  in  a  retirement 
community,  Poyner  has  become  more 


aware  of  the  need  for  people  to  accept 
Christ.  "When  we  visit  them,  we 
realize  we  may  not  have  another 
chance.  The  urgency  of  the  hour  con- 
fronts their  need  to  accept  the  Lord, 
because  of  their  age  and  health,"  he 
notes. 

The  young  pastor  has  had  the  op- 
portunity to  lead  several  individuals 
to  Christ  while  on  their  deathbeds. 
"We  find  the  love  of  Christ  constrains 
us  to  confront  them,"  he  says. 

And  he  often  finds  people  who  are 
born  again  at  an  older  age  more  com- 
mitted to  serving  God.  "They  know 
they  don't  have  a  lot  of  years  left,"  he 
adds. 

Pastor  Poyner  thanks  God  for  the 
family  of  grandpas  and  grandmas  in 
his  Florida  church.  "I  enjoy  serving 
the  Lord  with  them,"  he  says.  Work- 
ing with  older  people  has  not  been  dif- 
ficult for  him.  "You  love  them  and 
then  allow  their  love  to  infuse  to 
others,"  he  says. 

The  Gulfview  Community  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  despite  its  average 
age  of  65,  is  allowing  the  love  of  Christ 
to  constrain  them  to  "redeem  the 
time"  and  "fear  God  and  keep  his 
commandments"  in  claiming  their 
"spiritual  mountain"  through  God's 
strength.  HeR^iu 

I 


The  Gulfview  Community 
Grace  Brethren  Church  in 
Port  Richey.  Florida  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  more 
unique  congregations  In  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Breth- 
ren Churches.  Formed  in 
1979  at  the  Ja-Mar  Travel 
Park,  the  majority  of  Its  con- 
gregation are  senior  citizens  who  reside  In 
the  park.  During  the  winter  months,  when 
retirees  are  In  residence,  attendances 
average  around  200.  But  that  figure  drops 
below  100  during  the  summer  months.  A 
Home  Mission  point  from  1979  to  1984,  the 
congregation  built  their  own  facility  In 
1984.  Pastor  Poyner  has  ministered  In  Port 
Richey  since  January  1981.  A  graduate  of 
Grace  College  and  Grace  Theological 
Seminary,  he  and  his  wife,  Charlotte,  have 
two  children. 
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POINTS  FROM  THE 
PUBLISHER 


IN  ONE 

BRIEF 

SHINING 

MOMENT... 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


.  .  .  there  was  a  flash  of  light  and 
Americans  stopped  in  their  activities 
and  came  face  to  face  with  death  and 
sorrow.  Not  that  we  were  unfamiliar 
with  death  and  blazing  fire;  we 
thought  we  were  accustomed  to  it. 
Each  night  on  the  TV  a  person  can 
view  eight  or  ten  people  die,  and  see 
planes,  boats,  and  cars  blown  up  in 
fiery  flashes  .  .  .  scenes  from  the  world 
events  of  the  day. 

But  this  January  day,  on  a  cool, 
crisp  morning,  some  of  our  NASA 
heroes  were  to  die  before  our  eyes  and 
it  was  different.  A  country  wept  open- 
ly and  in  disbelief.  Death  came  into 
our  homes  and  we  felt  as  though  a 
member  of  the  family  had  been  taken. 
It  was  close  and  immediate  and 
became  part  of  our  loss. 

Death  has  never  been  accepted  with 
any  measured  ease.  After  all,  it  is  the 
last  enemy.  It  came  to  touch  all  of  us, 
because  of  the  first  disobedience  of 
our  kindred  and  we  all  became  guilty 
on  our  own  free  will.  Under  normal 
circumstances  we  avoid  death  and 
our  person  draws  back  from  sorrow. 
We  will  fight  and  strive  to  survive  and 
retain  life.  However,  death  comes 
though,  not  of  our  own  time  nor 
choosing. 

In  the  cause  of  death  we  begin  to 
find  the  solution.  The  Bible  relates  the 
wages  of  sin  is  death  --  both  physical 
and  spiritual.  There  is  also  a  cure  for 
sin  and  that  is  through  the  death  of 
Jesus  Christ  on  the  cross  of  Calvary. 
He  shed  His  blood  and  was  willing  to 
take  our  sin  upon  Himself.  He  died  as 
the  substitute  in  our  place. 

The  sting  of  death  is  sin  and  Christ 
by  His  death  takes  the  sting  out  of 
death.  He  died  and  rose  from  the  dead 
and  offered  the  only  solution  to 
mankind.  All  of  us  have  had  death 
come  close  to  us,  either  through  the 
loss  of  a  family  member  or  a  friend. 
Its  presence  leaves  us  often  without 
words  and  we  feel  numb.  Helpless,  we 
may  be,  but  not  hopeless  with  Christ. 

Death  may  also  be  viewed  as  a  door 
opener  to  heaven  for  those  who  are 
believers.  Paul  looked  at  it  this  way: 
to  be  with  the  Lord  is  far  better  than 
to  remain  here  on  earth.  Paul  knew 
that  to  depart  his  physical  body  was 
to  mean  a  greater  release  into  the 
presence  of  God.  To  him  this  was  a 


positive  event,  but  to  remain  on  earth 
was  to  be  a  continued  ministry  to 
others.  The  decision  was  in  the  hands 
and  will  of  God. 

The  Easter  season  reminds  us  of 
the  victory  over  death  and  the  pro- 
mise of  life  everlasting.  Death  may  be 
a  separator  between  family  and 
friends  on  earth,  but  for  the  Christian 
believer  it  is  something  else.  It  is  a 
joiner  between  a  redeemed  saint  and 
his  friends  and  family  who  have  gone 
on  before.  But  even  more  so,  it  is  a 
bringing  together  of  the  plan  and  will 
of  God.  For  death  opens  the  gate  to 
our  home-going  for  eternity.  In  the 
beginning  God  wanted  us  to  have 
nothing  between  Him  and  us  and  that 
is  the  way  it  shall  be  in  heaven. 

Daily,  death  is  viewed  through  the 
channels  of  play-acting  and  we  see 
people  die  as  we  are  being  "enter- 
tained" each  evening.  Life  is  cheap 
and  we  have  a  twinge  of  feeling,  but 
it  is  forgotten  by  the  next  commercial. 
We  see  the  death  notice  of  a  notable 
person  in  the  newspapers  and  we 
briefly  pause.  It  comes  to  a  member 
of  the  family  and  we  cry  and  feel 
sorry.  But  one  of  these  days  it  will  visit 
you  and  me,  personally.  The  last  great 
enemy  to  the  believer  becomes  our 
servant  to  take  us  home  where  He 
shall  wipe  the  tears  from  our  eyes  and 
there  will  be  no  more  sorrow  or  cry- 
ing. The  sting  is  gone!    hgr^lc- 
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he  realization  of 
death  and  suffering 
became  very  evident  in 
my  own  life  as  our  family 
dealt  with  the  effects  of 
terminal  cancer  and 
death.  As  believers  in 
Jesus  Christ,  our  outlook 
is  different.  The  passage  of 
death  to  eternal  life  can 
still  be  painful,  yet  ex- 
citing knowing  that  we 
will  be  with  our  Lord.  Yes, 
Christians  grieve,  and  ask 
the  same  questions:  Why  --  Even  though  we  know  God 
is  in  total  control. 

At  times,  we  are  a  little  hard  and  uncaring  towards  in- 
dividuals and  members  involved  by  not  letting  them  be 
human  enough  to  grieve.  As  we  look  into  God*s  word,  we 
see  in  Romans  12:15  "to  weep  with  those  who  weep."  We 
must  first  realize  their  situation,  looking  for  every  chance 
to  express  God's  salvation  and  comfort  He  made  available 
to  us. 

This  issue  of  the  Herald  discusses  reactions,  methods 
and  situations  dealing  with  death  and  suffering.  Take 
notice  of  the  special  pullout  section  giving  suggestions 
on  how  to  minister  to  the  sick  and  dying. 

I  encourage  you  as  believers  to  look  for  opportunities 
to  minister  to  those  in  your  world  and  do  not  be  afraid 
to  create  opportunities  to  expose  others  to  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Editor 
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A  Message  is  Built 
into  Our  Lives  by  Each 
Fire  We  Go  Through 


\     V 


Home 
Missionaries 
Darrell  and  Irene 
Anderson  had  been 
through  many  ex- 
periences together,  bat 
after  Darrell's  heart  at- 
tack, they  learned 
what  it  was  like  to  go 
through  the  fire. 


by  DARRELL  ANDERSON 


T 

•&  he 


he  hospital  was  only  ten 
minutes  away,  but  a  thousand 
thoughts  were  going  through  my  head 
as  my  wife,  Irene,  carefully  steered  the 
car  through  the  heavy  late  afternoon 
traffic.  I  was  sure  that  what  I  was  ex- 
periencing --  the  crushing  feeling  in 
the  middle  of  my  chest,  the  ache  in  my 
left  arm  and  jaw,  and  the  shortness  of 
breath  --  was  a  heart  attack. 
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The  pain  became  more  intense. 
Seeing  that,  Irene  sped  up,  honking 
the  car's  horn  and  passing  other 
vehicles  any  way  she  could  get 
around  them.  On  the  hill  near  Mar- 
shall Hospital,  our  destination,  she 
passed  on  a  blind  spot,  unable  to  see 
if  anything  was  coming  from  the  op- 
posite direction.  I  wanted  to  joke, 
"That's  enough  to  give  me  a  heart  at- 
tack," but  the  words  wouldn't  come. 

I  remembered  the  new  drug  which 
I  had  recently  read  about  that  is  given 
during  a  heart  attack  to  dissolve  a 
blood  clot.  "I  bet  our  little  hospital 
doesn't  have  it,"  I  thought.  Then  the 
pain  came  again.  "God,  take  it  away," 
I  whispered  as  my  chest  tightened  as 
if  it  were  in  a  vise. 

By  the  time  we  approached  the 
hospital,  I  was  gasping  for  breath. 
"Father,  please  help  us  get  through 
this,"  Irene  prayed  aloud,  tears 
streaming  down  her  face  as  her 
fingers  gripped  the  steering  wheel 
tightly.  "Please  help  us  get  to  the 
hospital  in  time." 

As  the  doctors  at  the  hospital  con- 
firmed my  layman's  diagnosis  of  a 
heart  attack,  the  night  gave  way  to  a 
blur.  There  were  questions  -  "Do  you 


hurt?"  "On  a  scale  of  one  to  ten,  how 
would  you  rate  the  pain?"  The 
machine  which  regulated  the  in- 
travenous drug  kept  malfunctioning 
and  each  time  it  did,  an  alarm 
sounded. 

Through  fogged  eyes,  I  watched  the 
heartbeat  pattern  on  the  monitor. 
There  was  a  funny  feeling  in  my 
throat,  and  the  nurses  rushed  in  to 
give  a  shot.  (I  was  told  they  were  ec- 
topic, or  irregular,  heartbeats.)  All 
night  they  worked  to  keep  my  blood 
pressure  up. 

At  one  point,  I  had  vertigo.  The 
room  rolled  faster  and  faster,  not  like 
a  whirlpool  but  like  the  wheel  on  a 
truck  or  a  car.  From  my  bed,  I 
watched  the  counter  at  the  nurses  sta- 
tion seem  to  turn  into  a  wall.  "I 
wonder  if  this  is  the  wall  people  talk 
to  when  they  are  near  death,"  I 
thought  as  the  room  revolved  around 
me.  "Father,  if  this  is  it,  I  am  ready," 
I  prayed.  "Take  me  home."  The  room 
finally  slowed  and  stopped  spinning. 
That  wasn't  "it." 

About  the  second  day  in  the 
hospital,  I  began  to  ache  all  over.  A 
high  fever  set  in.  I  felt  nauseated  and 
finally,  my  skin  began  to  turn  yellow. 
It  was  a  gallbladder  attack.  Food  was 
the  furthest  thing  from  my  mind  for 
days. 

The  initial  reports  by  the  doctor 
were  positive.  Marshall  Hospital  at 
Placerville,  California  where  I  was  first 
taken,    did    have    the    drug    I    had 


wondered  about  (streptokinase).  It 
had  been  used  and  seemed  to  be  suc- 
cessful. But  the  results  of  tests  began 
to  show  the  chemistry  of  someone 
who  had  been  in  a  heart  attack  for 
several  hours,  and  not  just  a  few 
minutes  as  first  thought.  The  doctors 
concluded  there  was  quite  a  bit  of 
damage  to  the  heart,  but  couldn't  ex- 
plain why  or  how  it  happened  so 
quickly.  . 

After  being  transferred  to  Sutter 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Sacramento, 
California  for  an  angiogram  of  the 
heart  and  radiogram  of  the  gallblad- 
der, it  was  discovered  I  had  several  oc- 
clusions of  the  heart  arteries  and 
many  gallstones.  The  conclusion  was 
that  the  artery  in  which  I  had  had  the 
heart  attack  was  "too  ulcerated  and 
cracked"  to  have  angioplasty  done  (a 
balloon  inserted  into  the  artery  and 
expanded  to  open  the  artery  wider). 

I  was  sent  home  for  several  weeks 
to  decide  what  should  be  done.  I  felt 
like  a  walking  time  bomb  that  could 
go  off  unexpectedly  at  any  minute. 
The  heart  attack  had  left  one  artery 
open,  but  in  terrible  shape,  while 
several  other  arteries  were  completely 
or  partially  blocked. 

Irene  and  I  began  to  talk  about  our 
future.  We  wrote  our  will.  I  con- 
templated resigning  my  pastorate  at 
the  Sierra  View  Grace  Brethren 
Church  out  of  concern  for  the 
church's  welfare  and  progress.  "Quit 
being  a  sniveler,"  one  of  the  men  of 
the  church  told  me  with  a  smile.  "Get 
well  and  get  back  to  work!" 

Time  drug  on.  I  was  afraid  to  go  to 
bed  at  night.  Sleep  came  only  if  I  was 
in  an  almost  sitting  position  and  a 
night  light  chased  away  the  corners 
of  darkness.  I  knew  in  my  head  that 
God  was  in  control.  If  He  wanted  to 
take  me  home  that  would  be  best,  yet 
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"I  knew  in  my  head  God  was  in 
control  and  if  He  wanted  to  take 
me  home  that  would  be  best .  .  . 


there  seemed  to  be  a  compelling  force 
that  caused  me  to  cling  to  life.  Every 
night,  I  would  lay  quietly  and  think, 
"I  wonder  if  I  will  wake  up  in  the 
morning." 

It  took  eight  weeks  for  my  body  to 
regain  strength  before  the  doctors 
would  consider  surgery.  When  the 
call  finally  came,  the  cardiologist  ex- 
plained that  bypass  surgery  was  the 
only  viable  option  in  my  case.  Irene 
and  I  were  faced  with  the  decision  as 
to  whether  or  not  have  the  surgery. 

We  considered  the  risk.  "Less  than 
one  percent,"  I  was  told,  but  there  was 
still  a  risk.  I  asked  the  surgeon  about 
the  mortality  rate  at  this  hospital.  He 
told  me  they  lead  the  nation  with  the 
fewest  deaths  at  .08  percent. 

I  then  embarrassed  Irene  by  asking 
the  doctor  what  his  personal  success 
rate  was.  After  all,  this  was  my  body! 
He  wore  glasses.  That,  to  me,  was  a 
minus,  and  they  were  trifocals,  too! 

But  my  fears  were  eased  as  I 
watched  his  hands.  As  he  examined 
me,  they  appeared  very  skillful.  Irene 
had  noticed  the  same  thing.  (I  later 
learned  he  had  started  the  heart 
surgery  department  at  the  hospital 
and  had  invented  a  heart  valve  which 
was  named  after  him  --  the  Smelloff 
valve.) 

I  also  learned  that  the  surgery  is  not 
a  cure  and  a  percentage  of  heart 
bypass  patients  are  back  for  another 
bypass  surgery  in  a  few  years. 

After  weighing  all  the  options,  we 
chose  the  surgery.  The  worse  part 
about  it  was  thinking  that  my  heart 
would  be  stopped  during  the  pro- 
cedure, then  started  up  again  when 
the  operation  was  complete.  They 
talked  as  if  there  were  nothing  to  it. 
"Yeah,  Doc,"  I  thought,  "but  this  is 
my  heart." 

The  recovery  time  from  the  bypass 
surgery  was  quicker  than  I  had  an- 
ticipated. The  heart  attack  happened 
on  May  16,  surgery  was  on  July  10, 
a  Wednesday.  I  was  home  by  the  next 
Tuesday,  in  church  that  Sunday,  and 
back  to  a  full  schedule  by  September 
8.  But,  of  course,  there  were  the  days 
and  nights  of  pain  from  the  incisions, 
trying  not  to  cough  or  move  too 
quickly,  and  trying  to  sleep  on  my 
back  and  lie  as  still  as  possible. 

The  whole  experience  gave  me  a 


new  awareness  of  how  temporary  life 
is.  At  age  45,  I  could  have  died  of  a 
heart  attack  or  from  surgery.  It  was  a 
sobering  time  as  Irene  and  I  talked 
about  death.  I  was  able  to  explain  to 
her  I  was  not  afraid  to  die,  but  my  con- 
cern was  leaving  her  alone.  We  decid- 
ed we  would  rather  go  out  in  a  flame 
of  glory  together.  Yet  we  both  know 


"A  message  is  built  into 
our  lives  by  each  fire  we 
go  through,  a  message 
that  cannot  always  be 
put  into  words." 

God  does  not  always  do  things  our 
way.  He  will  supply  the  strength  and 
courage  to  go  on  for  the  one  who  is  left 
behind. 

Family  became  vitally  important, 
as  well.  The  immediate  family  was  at 
my  side  very  quickly.  Scott,  our  oldest 
son,  his  wife,  Jodi,  and  their  small 
son,  Derek,  were  there  a  few  hours 
after  the  heart  attack.  Eric,  our 
younger  son,  his  wife,  Jill,  and  their 
little  Ryan,  were  there  from  Ohio  a 
couple  of  days  later. 

Our  church  family  gathered  around 
to  support  Irene.  Many  came  to  pray 
and  wait  with  her.  Their  love  gift 
helped  bring  Eric,  Jill,  and  Ryan  to 
California  and  assisted  with  the 
missed  days  of  work  for  both  boys. 

A  larger  family  also  developed. 
Three  local  pastors  came  to  visit  and 
pray  with  me  at  different  times.  As 
Grace  Brethren  friends  heard  of  my 
illness,  we  received  phone  calls  and 
cards  from  across  the  nation,  and 
even  from  Africa. 

One  day,  there  was  a  knock  at  the 
door.  As  I  opened  it,  there  stood  three 
widows  and  a  man  from  our  mobile 
home  court.  We  invited  them  in.  They 
gave  us  a  card  that  contained  $103  - 
a  collection  of  gifts  from  our 
neighbors.  They  were  delighted  to  be 
able  to  help  us.  It  was  a  precious  gift, 
as  many  of  these  individuals  are  on 
fixed  incomes  and  don't  have  much  to 
spare.  That  afternoon,  as  we  said 
thank  you,  tears  came  to  our  eyes. 

I  have  also  seen  in  Irene  a  wife  who 


took  her  wedding  vows  seriously.  She 
had  already  stuck  with  me  through 
the  "poorer"  part  of  "for  richer  or 
poorer,"  and  she  had  been  with  me 
through  the  "worse"  part  of  "for  bet- 
ter or  for  worse."  She  was  consistent. 
Now,  she  was  beside  me  through  the 
"sickness"  part  of  "in  sickness  and  in 
health."  We  agreed  to  leave  the  "till 
death  do  us  part"  until  later. 

I  was  completely  dependent  upon 
her  during  the  recovery  period.  For  in- 
stance, I  was  not  to  lift  more  than  10 
pounds.  It  was  a  new  situation.  I  was 
used  to  taking  care  of  and  protecting 
her,  but  now  the  roles  were  reversed. 
She  graciously  cared  for  me  and  pro- 
tected me  from  unnecessary  pressure. 
And,  she  did  it  in  such  a  way  that  I 
did  not  feel  intimidated. 

The  last  and  probably  the  most  im- 
portant lesson  -  I  have  a  new  realiza- 
tion of  God's  goodness.  I  don't  know 
what  all  the  good  which  will  come 
from  this  heart  attack  and  surgery 
will  be.  A  message  is  built  into  our 
lives  by  each  fire  we  go  through,  a 
message  that  cannot  always  be  put  in- 
to words.  Irene  and  I  pray  that 
through  this  fire  God's  message  in  our 
lives  will  be  deepened  and  our 
ministry  widened,  herald 
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Darrell  Anderson  is  the 
pastor  of  the  Sierra  View 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  a 
Home  Mission  congregation 
in  Placervtlle,  Calif.  He  and 
his  wife,  Irene,  have  learned 
to  live  with  the  reality  of 
heart  disease,  which  runs 
in  his  family.  DarreU's 
father   suffered    a    heart 

attack  at  age  39  and  died  15  years  later 

from  a  second  one. 
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Build  A 

Nest  Egg 

For  God 


A  deposit  in  the  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 
will  not  only  help  you  meet  personal  financial  goals,  it 
will  create  a  nest  egg  to  help  in  the  Lord's  work.  Funds 
placed  in  the  GBIF  are  used  to  help  growing  Grace 
Brethren  churches  construct  new  facilities  and  purchase 
needed  equipment  —  at  a  cost  below  commercial  loan 
rates. 

Build  a  nest  egg  for  the  Lord  with  an  investment  in  the 
GBIF! 


Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 

Box  587  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
(219)  267-5161 
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Ptear  of  the 

Untouchable 

"Death  is  held  in  awe,  if  not 

outright  fear,  and  one  must 

avoid  any  contact  with  the  dead 

if  possible." 


by  RAYMOND  THOMPSON 
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hen  a  person  dies 
they  are  scared  of  it.  When  they  bring 
the  body  of  the  person  to  the  church 
where  they  are  going  to  have  the 
funeral  they  say.  'Don't  look  over 
there.'  They  don't  go  to  funerals 
unless  they  are  relatives.  They  don't 
want  a  pregnant  woman  to  go.  They 
think  if  she  looks  at  the  body  the 
baby  will  get  sick. 

"They  don't  even  talk  about  it. 
When  he  dies  that's  the  end  of  him. 
When  they  have  a  funeral,  after  four 
days  they  don't  talk  about  him. 

"Some  people  may  dream  about 
the  dead  person.  They  get  the  medi- 
cine man  to  get  the  dream  fixed." 

We  are  listening  in  on  a  conversa- 
tion with  a  Christian  Navajo  woman 
from  the  Counselor,  New  Mexico, 
area,  as  she  discusses  Navajo  at- 
titudes toward  death. 

"My  brother  died  while  drinking. 
He  had  a  car  accident  -  a  truck  ran 
over  him.  Before  the  funeral  they  told 
us  to  go  over  to  a  relative's  house  and 
set  up  a  tent.  While  we  were  at  the 
service  some  people  cooked  food. 
When  we  were  coming  back  they  say 
two  people  have  to  be  sleeping  on 
that  side  of  the  tent.  My  father  and 
another  relative  did  it.  They  just  sit 
there  for  four  days.  Every  night  they 
go  outside  the  tent  with  ashes  in  their 
hands  and  make  a  mark  (a  line  on 
the  ground)  by  dropping  the  ashes. 
This  means  my  brother's  spirit  don't 
come  back  to  pick  on  us.  They  make 
one  mark  each  night.  When  they 
made  the  last  mark  (the  fourth  one 
on  the  fourth  day)  they  say  they  real- 
ly chased  the  person's  soul  away. 
Then  before  we  drink  coffee  we  wash 
our  hair.  We  mix  red  powder  with 
Vaseline.  With  this  we  draw  a  line 
across  each  cheek  bone.  We  eat  corn 
pollen  then  drink  coffee  and  eat. 
Then  we  start  packing  and  moving. 

"They  say  when  that  person  die 
with  a  horse  or  car  or  sheep  he  has 
to  take  it  with  him.  If  he  has  a  car  or 
truck  they  take  all  his  clothes  and 
blanket  and  all  his  stuff  and  put  it  in 
his  car.  They  usually  take  it  down  to 
the  mesa  behind  the  store.  They  pour 


a  lot  of  gas  all  over  it  and  let  it  burn. 
If  they  do  that,  he  takes  the  car.  If  he 
has  a  horse  they  shoot  it.  (This  ritual 
with  the  horse  and  car  are  not 
generally  practiced  today.) 

"A  long  time  ago,  just  two  people 
with  two  shovels  bury  the  person. 
Then  they  break  the  tools  and  leave 
them  there.  When  they  come  back 
they  have  to  stay  in  one  place  and 
don't  do  anything  for  four  days." 

Death  is  a  real  and  very  personal 
fact  of  life  among  Navajo  people.  A 
walk  through  the  cemetery  at  the 
Grace   Brethren   Navajo   Mission   in 


"They  say  when  that 
person  die  with  a  horse 
or  car  or  sheep,  he  has 
to  take  it  with  him." 

Counselor  discloses  that  many  have 
been  buried  there  at  an  early  age. 
Violent  death  is  no  stranger  and  it  is 
the  exceptional  Navajo  who  attains  the 
allotted  three  score  and  ten  years. 

With  death  so  frequent  a  visitor,  do 
Navajo  people  cope  with  immediate 
tragedy,  and  what  hope  do  they  have 
for  a  future  life?  More  important,  how 
does  one's  Christian  faith  affect  his 
dealing  with  the  trauma  of  death 
within  the  family?  In  order  to  answer 
these  and  other  questions  we  inter- 
viewed Mrs.  Bertha  Keetso  and  Pastor 
Tully  Butler,  in  addition  to  many  con- 
versations, personal  observations,  and 
the  writings  of  those  who  have  studied 
the  Navajo  culture. 

The  first  impulse  of  the  "Old  Way" 
Navajo,  upon  learning  of  the  death  of 
a  relative,  is  to  fix  the  blame.  Death  is 
"caused"  by  a  curse  of  witchcraft,  or 
the  evil  intent  of  an  enemy  of  the 
deceased.  For  example,  in  a  recent 
tragic  fatality  involving  drinking, 
fighting,  and  two  automobiles,  the 
cause  of  death  was  readily  apparent  to 
investigating  white  police  officers.  But 
Navajo  relatives  saw  a  sinister  relation- 
ship between  the  death  and  a  young 
man  who  happened  to  be  first  on  the 
scene  to  discover  the  body. 

In  the  Navajo  view,  one  who  dies 
may  have  contributed  to  his  own 
demise  by  failing  to  honor  a  relative's 


request  for  a  loan  of  his  vehicle,  or 
otherwise  transgressing  the  sacred 
duties  of  kinship  responsibility.  He 
may  have  neglected  his  obligation  to 
invoke  the  protection  of  the  sun  god, 
or  the  mountain  god  by  whom  the 
sacred  boundaries  of  the  ancestral 
land  is  secured.  He  even  may  have 
dishonored  the  spirit  of  one  who  has 
recently  died  and  whose  ghost  hovers 
near  to  determine  that  proper 
ceremonial  respect  is  accorded  to  him. 
In  the  case  of  a  Christian  who  dies,  his 
unbelieving  relatives  may  blame  his 
death  on  the  fact  that  he  refused  to  call 
in  the  medicine  man. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  dogmatic 
statements  about  the  specifics  of  what 
the  Navajo  people  believe  about  death. 
Studies  indicate  that  differences  may 
occur  even  among  people  of  a  given 
location.  The  Navajo  Reservation  is  a 
vast  area  occupying  more  territory 
than  several  entire  states,  and  the 
rugged  high  desert  terrain  makes  for 
isolation  of  the  many  local  com- 
munities. There  is  little  organic  unity 
between  these  proud  independent 
people.  We  have  observed  people  from 
one  area  laughing  hilariously  at  the 
speech  differences  of  visitors  from  only 
a  few  hundred  miles  distance.  So,  also, 
the  specific  practices  for  locating  and 
avoiding  harm,  or  dealing  with  death, 
may  vary  greatly.  However,  there  are 
certain  generalizations  which  can  be 
made.  For  example: 

Death  is  held  in  awe,  if  not  outright 
fear,  and  one  must  avoid  any  contact 
with  the  dead,  if  possible. 

Belief  in  the  hereafter  is  shadowy 
and  not  pleasant  to  anticipate.  There 
may  be  a  place  for  the  good  and 
another  for  the  bad,  but  this  is  best 
avoided  as  a  subject  of  conversation 
lest  one  find  himself  going  to  the  bad 
place. 

When  death  occurs  in  a  house,  the 
house  is  abandoned  immediately.  Un- 
til recently,  it  was  never  used  again 
and  was  sometimes  burned.  Now  with 
the  shortage  of  wood,  and  some 
changes  of  attitudes,  the  house  might 
be  used  again  after  a  while. 
Sometimes  the  house  is  remodeled  or 
taken  down  and  rebuilt  before  anyone 
lives  in  it  again. 

In  some  way  the  spirit  of  the  dead 


HERALD/  April  1986 


G  B  H  M  C 


person  lingers  at  the  place  of  death  or 
near  the  grave  for  a  time,  and  it  is  well 
to  show  respect  while  the  spirit  is  near. 
There  is  usually  a  four  day  period  dur- 
ing which  customs  vary  widely,  but 
certain  rituals  must  be  performed  and 
specific  activities  are  to  be  avoided. 

The  land  bounded  by  the  four 
sacred  mountains  of  Arizona,  New 
Mexico  and  Colorado  is  sacred  land 
and  is  the  only  suitable  place  in  which 
a  Navajo  person  may  be  buried. 

Dreams  involving  a  deceased  person 
may  portend  evil  and  must  be  exorcis- 
ed by  proper  medicine  man  ceremony. 

Burial  of  the  body  must  be  accom- 
panied by  personal  items  which  were 
desirable  to  the  person  in  life.  The 
belief  is  the  deceased  might  need 
them  andfor  no  one  would  dare  use 
these  things  any  more  andfor  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased  person  may 
wish  to  display  their  great  generosity 
toward  the  one  they  held  in  so  high 
regard. 

Death  is  a  time  for  relatives  to  come 
together  and  share  in  decision  mak- 
ing, expenses,  and  much  discussion. 

All  prayer,  whether  made  by  a 
peyote  priest,  a  medicine  man,  or  a 
Christian  pastor  is  considered 
desirable  by  the  bereaved,  unless  they 
are  committed  Christians.  (You  need 
all  the  help  you  can  get.) 

The  ministry  of  a  Christian  pastor 
is  usually  welcomed  at  the  time  of  the 
funeral.  This  is  one  area  in  which  the 
Christian  has  been  able  to  demon- 
strate love  and  tenderness.  The  nat- 
ural feeling  of  avoidance  of  the  dead  is 
contrasted  with  the  Christians'  caring 
enough  to  prepare  the  body  and  care 
for  details  of  funeral  arrangements. 


This  has  caused  some  to  see  the  dif- 
ference between  the  old  fear  and  the 
Christian  resurrection  hope.  The 
medicine  man  has  no  desire  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  funeral  service.  The 
peyote  priest,  leader  of  a  cultic  native 
American  religion,  will  often  chant  his 
esoteric  songs  at  the  time  of  burial, 
when  his  follower  is  interred.  The 
Christian  pastor  welcomes  the  occa- 
sion as  an  evangelistic  opportunity  to 
present  the  gospel  of  God's  saving 
grace  to  people  who  would  otherwise 
not  hear. 

Often  one  hears  the  hopelessness  of 
the  death  wail  as  the  older  women 
vent  their  deep  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  a 
loved  one.  Many  men  will  have  taken 
refuge  in  the  bottle  to  find  their  solace. 
How  great  is  our  longing  at  such  time 
to  bring  the  comfort  that  can  be  found 
only  in  the  risen  Christ. 

The  extreme  tensions  between 
Navajo  beliefs  and  the  Christian  faith 
become  evident  when  sickness  and 
death  occur  in  a  Christian  home.  Non- 
Christian  relatives  usually  bring 
pressure  to  have  a  pagan  healing 
ceremony.  Accusations  of  not  caring, 
or  even  of  causing  the  illness,  may  be 
emphatically  hurled  at  the  Christian 
who  is  steadfast.  Some  break  at  this 
point.  The  emotional  force  to  comply 
is  enormous  and  some  will  turn  back, 
either  from  the  desire  to  try  every 
possibility  for  healing,  or  simply  from 
caving  in  to  family  insistence. 

Others  become  spiritual  giants  in 
withstanding  the  appeal  to  their  kin- 
ship ties  and  Navajo  pride.  Death  to 
such  committed  ones  becomes  an  op- 
portunity to  demonstrate  the  reality  of 
their  faith.  Family  meetings  provide 


occasions  to  speak  of  the  God  of  all 
comfort,  the  peace  that  passes 
understanding,  and  the  certainty  of  an 
eternal  happy  home  with  Jesus. 
Believers  find  joy  in  knowing  they  will 
see  their  loved  one  again. 

The  Christian  funeral  includes  sing- 
ing of  hymns,  particularly  those  which 
express  the  beauty  and  joy  of  heaven. 
The  pastor  makes  the  most  of  the 
Christian  example  of  the  deceased, 
and  the  joyful  hope  of  the  bereaved, 
and  invites  those  who  do  not  have  this 
hope  to  come  to  Christ. 

One  detrimental  accretion  from 
Anglo  "Christian"  funeral  practices 
has  crept  in.  That  is,  the  desire  to  have 
an  expensive  casket  in  place  of  the 
simple  box  formerly  used.  We  often 
see  people  impoverishing  themselves 
in  order  to  provide  a  service  befitting 
their  respect  for  the  deceased. 

There  are  still  vestiges  of  accommo- 
dation to  the  old  ways,  in  the  burial  of 
blankets,  clothing,  or  jewelry  with  the 
body.  No  longer,  in  the  case  of  true  be- 
lievers, are  these  thought  to  be  of  use 
in  the  afterlife,  but  now  they  indicate 
the  high  regard  in  which  the  indivi- 
dual was  held,  and  this  practice  meets 
the  expectation  of  the  community. 

The  immense  contrast  between  the 
Navajos  of  the  Old  Way  and  Christian 
Navajos  can  be  seen  in  the  fervency  of 
their  blessed  hope  as  expressed  by  the 
Apostle  Paul  in  I  Thessalonians 
4:13-14:  "Brothers,  we  do  not  want  you 
to  be  ignorant  about  those  who  fall 
asleep,  or  to  grieve  like  the  rest  of  men. 
who  have  no  hope.  We  believe  that 
Jesus  died  and  rose  again  and  so  we 
believe  that  God  will  bring  with  Jesus 
those  who  have  fallen  asleep  in  him." 


Raymond  W.  Thompson  is 
the  assistant  superintendent 
at  the  Grace  Brethren  Nava- 
jo Mission  in  Counselor,  New 
Mexico  Part  of  his  responsi- 
bilities   include  overseeing 
the  development  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches  among 
the  Navajo  people. 
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by  LOU  ANN  MYERS 


Of  course,  we  would 
never  wish  our 
tragedies  on  someone 
else,  but  .  .  .  why  me, 
Lord? 


44 


w. 


hy  me,  Lord?"  Have 
you  ever  asked  this  question? 

I  imagine  many  people  have.  When- 
ever something  unexpected  and  not 
exactly  happy  happens  to  us  as  an 
individual,  husband  and  wife,  or 
family,  we  tend  to  ask,  "Why  me, 
Lord?  What  have  I  done  to  deserve 
this?  Why  me?" 

This  is  a  question  I  have  asked 
many,  many  times  in  the  last  two 
years.  I  remember  February  of  1984. 
Things  were  going  very  well  for  my 
husband  and  me.  We  both  had  good 
jobs,  a  nice  place  to  live,  and  the  Lord 
seemed  to  be  really  blessing  us. 

It  was  a  cold,  snowy  day  I  found  out 
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the  Lord  had  blessed  us  once  again  -- 
I  was  going  to  have  a  baby.  That  was 
an  answer  to  prayer  because  it  was 
the  one  thing  in  life  we  really  wanted. 
As  time  passed,  I  had  no  morning 
sickness,  no  headaches,  no  back- 
aches, and  the  doctor  was  pleased 
with  my  weight  gain.  Everything  was 
just  perfect,  so  we  thought. 

Wednesday,  July  25,  1984,  was  a 
morning  just  like  every  other  morn- 
ing. I  got  up  and  got  ready  for  work 
feeling  as  good  as  ever.  As  the  day 
wore  on,  I  started  to  feel  a  slight  pain 
in  my  side.  A  girl  with  whom  I  was 
working  said  it  was  just  the  baby  hit- 
ting a  nerve.  So  on  I  went  not  think- 
ing any  more  about  it. 

That  night  communion  was  taking 
place  at  church.  I  went  home  from 

I  1 

Every  hour  on  the  hour 
the  pain  came  and  went. 

work,  got  ready,  and  went  to  church 
feeling  just  fine,  with  the  exception  of 
a  pain  or  two  in  my  stomach. 

About  7  p.m.  the  pain  began  to  in- 
crease. At  8  p.m.  it  became  stronger 
and  I  got  scared.  I  left  in  the  middle 
of  communion,  went  to  my  parents' 
house  which  was  closer  than  ours  and 
lay  down. 

I  started  watching  the  clock.  Every 
hour  on  the  hour  the  pain  came  and 
went.  That  went  on  through  the 
whole  night. 

The  next  day  at  four  in  the  morn- 
ing my  husband  called  the  doctor.  He 
said  if  the  pains  continued,  come  to 
see  him  as  soon  as  his  door  was  open. 
We  made  the  trip  to  the  doctor's  office, 
not  really  knowing  what  to  expect. 
After  an  examination  was  completed, 
we  found  out  I  had  gone  into  labor 
three  months  early. 

"What  were  they  going  to  do?  How 
will  my  baby  live?  Can  they  stop  the 
labor  in  time?  Lord,  help  me;  I  need 
your  strength."  All  these  things  ran 
through  my  mind. 

I  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  at  ten 
that  morning.  All  I  could  do  was  pray 
and  ask  God  for  extra  strength.  The 
nurses  were  ready  for  me  the  minute 
I  walked  in  the  door.  My  doctor's  assis- 


tant was  on  duty  at  the  hospital  and 
was  in  my  room  five  minutes  after  I 
was  in  bed.  After  taking  care  of  the 
paperwork,  my  husband  was  by  my 
side  until  he  absolutely  had  to  go. 

I  found  myself  in  the  delivery  ward 
along  with  all  the  other  girls  who  were 
expecting.  The  only  difference?  They 
were  trying  to  stop  my  labor.  Medica- 
tion was  started  and  a  monitor  was 
put  on  me  to  keep  track  of  what  that 
little  baby,  who  was  so  determined  to 
come  early,  was  doing. 

The  next  day,  a  sonogram  showed 
that  the  baby  was  in  position  to  come. 
That  same  morning  the  doctor  did  a 
bit  of  surgery  -  another  hope  of  keep- 
ing the  baby  from  coming  early. 

The  days  seemed  to  drag.  They  took 
out  the  I.V.  and  put  me  on  oral 
medication,  but  that  didn't  work. 
Back  came  the  I.V.  All  the  time  my 
husband  sat  by  my  side,  reading  to 
me  or  just  watching  me  sleep. 

The  pains  continued  to  worsen  and 
wouldn't  stop.  My  doctor  called  a  very 
reputable  doctor  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  about  two  hours  away.  At 
midnight  I  found  myself  being  flown 
by  helicopter  to  the  University  of 
Maryland  Hospital.  There  I  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  room  and  watched  very 
closely. 

On  Monday  things  were  going  well. 
The  oral  medication  was  helping.  I 
was  permitted  to  walk  as  far  as  the 
bathroom,  which  was  only  six  steps 
away  from  my  bed. 

Then  the  pains  started  again.  My 
husband  who  had  only  had  about 
four  hours  of  sleep  in  the  last  two  and 
a  half  days  was  called.  He  arrived  at 
midnight  and  sat  by  my  side  the 
whole  night  and  into  the  morning  not 
sleeping  a  minute  (not  because  he 
wasn't  tired). 

The  pains  increased  and  were  right 
on  top  of  each  other.  I  barely  got 
through  one  before  the  next  one 
started.  Finally  at  8  a.m.,  Tuesday. 
July  31,  I  had  given  birth  to  a 
beautiful  baby  boy. 

The  nurses  were  standing  by 
waiting  to  take  our  son  to  his  special 
bed.  They  fixed  him  up  and  had  a  24 
hour  nurse  by  his  side.  A  doctor 
checked  in  every  hour  to  see  how  the 
little  fellow  was  doing. 

We  had  picked  out  names  early  so 


we  knew  exactly  what  he  was  to  be 
called.  Caleb  Michael  -  what  a 
beautiful  name. 

Caleb  had  all  the  odds  against  him. 
He  weighed  less  than  two  pounds,  so 
he  had  a  long  road  ahead  of  him.  But 
with  all  the  advanced  technology,  he 
had  a  chance  even  though  the  odds 
were  only  a  10  to  30  percent  chance 
of  making  it. 

I  had  a  lot  of  time  to  pray  and  think 
while  I  was  in  bed.  The  medication 
depressed  me,  so  I  wasn't  very 
talkative.  I  just  lay  there  praying  to 
God,  asking  for  extra  strength.  From 
the  time  I  entered  the  hospital 
through  the  delivery,  God  had  given 
me  peace  of  mind. 

As  the  days  passed,  Caleb  was  get- 
ting stronger.  He  showed  signs  of 
making  it.  The  doctors  were  surprised 
and  the  nurses  just  loved  him.  One 
nurse  had  already  decided  she  was 
going  to  take  care  of  him  once  he 
gained  some  weight. 

Everyone  who  visited  would  say, 
"He's  a  fighter.  I  believe  he's  going  to 
make  it."  I  listened  to  all  this  and  at 
the  same  time  in  my  mind  I  knew  that 
was  totally  up  to  God.  Caleb  was  in 
the  hands  of  God;  God  had  control  of 
his  life.  Now,  hope  existed,  even  for 
me,  but  I  had  to  face  the  facts. 

My  doctors  were  straight  with  me 
from  the  beginning  and  that  seemed 
to  make  it  easier. 

On  Thursday,  August  2,  I  left  the 
hospital  to  stay  with  some  friends 


He  weighed  less  than 
two  pounds,  so  he  had  a 
long  road  ahead  of  him. 

who  lived  nearby.  My  husband  and  I 
were  leaving  our  baby  behind.  We 
could  visit  him  any  time  but  he 
wouldn't  be  able  to  come  home  until 
November,  the  month  he  was  due.  It 
was  hard  to  leave,  but  he  was  in  good 
care  so  my  mind  was  eased. 

That  same  day  at  1  p.m.  we  got  a 
call  from  the  doctor.  We  were  to  come 
to  the  hospital  right  away.  It  was  an 
emergency.  We  rushed  over.  The 
maternity  ward  was  on  the  sixth  floor. 
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Caleb  was  in  the  hands  of  God; 
God  had  control  of  his  life. 


The  elevators  were  acting  up  and 
wouldn't  come  to  the  first  floor.  We 
waited  quite  a  while  before  we  got  an 
elevator. 

Up  in  the  Neonatal  Intensive  Care 
Unit  the  doctors  and  nurses  were 
waiting  to  meet  us.  They  took  us  in  a 
back  room  and  told  us  what  had 
happened. 

All  through  the  night  Caleb  seemed 
to  be  getting  worse.  They  weren't 
quite  sure  why.  He  had  been  doing  so 
well  before.  The  doctors  worked  with 
him  all  night  long.  I  could  tell  his 


I  heard  Him  gently  say, 
"Trust  me,  I  know  what 
I'm  doing." 

doctor  was  really  tired.  My  doctor 
came  in  to  see  us.  Caleb  had  become 
special  to  him,  too.  This  was  one  of 
the  few  times  they  had  seen  so  much 
improvement  so  fast.  We  told  them, 
we  really  appreciated  all  the  special 
attention  and  care  they  had  given 
Caleb.  But  Caleb  was  gone. 

That  was  two  years  ago.  My  ques- 
tion then  and  now  is  still  "Why  me, 
Lord?" 

But  I  believe  I've  found  part  of  the 
answer  after  long  times  of  prayer, 
reading  the  Bible,  and  just  trusting 
God.  I'll  never  know  why  it  happened 
the  way  it  did,  but  I  do  know  God  was 
and  is  in  control. 

I  am  a  much  stronger  person  hav- 
ing gone  through  losing  Caleb.  The 
best  thing  of  all  is  that  I  am  able  to 
help  someone  else.  My  life  is  centered 
around  people.  I  had  never  really  felt 
personal  pain  before  -  this  was  my 
first  real  experience  with  it. 

I've  learned  God  has  used  this  ex- 
perience to  make  me  a  much  better 
wife  and  person.  I  am  closer  to  God 
than  I  have  ever  been,  and  I'm  getting 
closer  every  day. 

There  have  been  many  difficult 
times  since  our  son's  birth  and  death. 
The  thoughts  of  "Lord,  why  not  take 
me  home  too,  so  I  can  be  with  my 
son?"  and  "why  did  you  have  to  put 
such  pain  in  my  life?"  come  and  go. 

This  whole  experience  gave  me  a 


wonderful  chance  to  witness  to  my 
fellow  employees.  They  saw  that  the 
strength  I  had  came  from  the  Lord. 
They  saw  the  faith  I  had  that  I  would 
someday  have  another  child.  They 
also  saw  my  joy  in  knowing  my  son 
was  with  our  wonderful  Lord,  where 
nothing  can  harm  him. 

I  still  don't  fully  understand  why, 
but  it  is  wonderful  to  know  that  he 
has  no  pain  and  is  in  a  much  better 
place  than  earth.  He  fulfilled  the  pur- 
pose God  had  for  him. 

My  dreams,  my  hopes,  and  my 
prayers  are  that  God  will  give  us 
another  little  precious  gift  from  above. 

The  tears  are  still  here;  the  heart 
still  hurts.  I  shall  never  forget  the  two 
most  wonderful  days  in  my  life  -  the 
two  days  I  saw  my  son  respond  to  my 
touch.  He  could  never  see  me  but  he 
knew  my  touch  from  the  doctors'  and 
nurses'.  That  is  enough  for  me  to 
know  that  my  son  knew  who  his 
mother  was. 

So,  "Why  me,  Lord?"  The  Lord 
never  gave  me  a  verbal  answer,  but  I 
heard  Him  gently  say,  "Trust  me,  I 
know  what  I'm  doing."  He's  made  me 
stronger  and  more  loving.  He's  mak- 
ing me  exactly  what  He  wants  me  to 
be. 

"Be  anxious  for  nothing,  but  in 
everything  by  prayer  and  supplication 
with  thanksgiving  let  your  requests 
be  made  known  to  God.  And  the 
peace  of  God,  which  surpasses  all 
comprehension,  shall  guard  your 
hearts  and  your  minds  in  Christ 
Jesus."  Philippians  4:6-7  hsr^ld 

I 


Lou  Ann  Myers  and  her 
husband  Roger  currently 
live  in  Warsaw,  Indiana, 
and  are  transplants  from 
Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
where  they  are  members  of 
the  Valley  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  Roger  Is  a  student 
at  Grace  Seminary  and  Lou 
Ann  Is  a  secretary  at  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions.  Pastorlng  a  small  church 
In  Etna  Green,  Indiana  keeps  their 
weekends  busy. 
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Project:  Support  for  na- 
tionals attending 
Grace  Seminary 

Goal:  $10,000 
Deadline:  Send  before 

June  10,  1986 

Currently,  two  Grace  Brethren  na- 
tionals are  students  at  Grace 
Seminary.  Ivanildo  Trindade  (pro- 
nounced e-von-ill-doo  trin-da-jee)  is 
a  university  graduate  from  Belem, 
Brazil.  This  year  he  will  complete 
his  M.  Div.  degree  and  will  be  retur- 
ning to  Brazil  to  teach  in  the  Bible 
Institute.  Ivanildo  and  his  wife  Naza 
have  one  daughter,  Carolina. 

Pierre  Yougouda  is  at  Grace 
Seminary  for  the  second  time,  pur- 
suing a  higher  degree.  Pierre  and  his 
wife,  Martine,  have  four  children, 
only  one  of  whom  is  with  them  here 
in  the  United  States.  Pierre  is  the 
director  of  the  Brethren  Biblical 
Seminary  in  the  Central  African 
Republic. 


Also  the  Birthday  Missionary  Of- 
fering to  be  received  throughout  the 
year  is  due  June  10.  1986.  This  of- 
fering goes  toward  the  support  of  our 
five  Birthday  Missionaries  -  Susie 
Hobert,  Kathy  Manduka,  Alice 
Peacock,  Sharon  Stallter,  and  Evelyn 
Tschetter  -  in  honor  of  their  years  of 
service. 


Moses 
and  the 
Gods  of 

Egypt 

Studies  in  the 
Book  of  Exodus 

Second  Edition 

John  J.  Davis 


Moses  and  the  Gods  of  Egypt  has  established  itself  among 
evangelicals  as  one  of  the  few  sound  and  useful  studies  of  the  Book 
of  Exodus.  This  revised  edition  contains  new  material  on  the  date 
and  route  of  the  Exodus.  It  also  has  better  illustrations  and  a  larger 
format. 

"The  purpose  of  this  volume,"  writes  the  author  "is  to  take  a  fresh 
look  at  the  text  of  Exodus  in  the  light  of  recent  archaeological  and 
historical  studies.  Special  consideration  is  given  to  the  first  twelve 
chapters  of  the  book  in  the  light  of  Egyptian  religious  and  political 
customs.  Where  appropriate,  reference  is  made  to  Hebrew  text." 

This  section-by-section  commentary  is  lucidly  out-lined,  is  illustrated 
by  more  than  thirty  charts,  maps,  drawings,  and  photographs,  and 
is  well  indexed.  It  also  includes  a  substantial  bibliography.  It  makes 
an  excellent  companion  to  the  author's  Paradise  to  Prison:  Studies 
in  Genesis. 
350  pages.  $11.95. 


Herald  Bookstore 
1-800-348-2756 
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Answers 

Don't 

Come 

Easy 


by  BRAD  SKILES 


When  he  died,  the 
church  lost  a  choice 
servant. 


t/ef 


eff  Becker  laid  in  a  hospital 
bed,  his  body  worn  out  from  a  fight 
with  cancer.  As  his  mother  prepared 
to  leave  his  room,  Jeff  had  a  final 
concern. 

"Did  1  ever  tell  you  I  asked  Jesus  to 
forgive  my  sins?"  he  asked  through 
tears. 

"Yes,"  came  the  response,  "and  your 
father  and  I  want  to  do  the  same  as 
soon  as  he  knows  exactly  what  he's 
doing.  I  want  to  wait  for  him.  But 
we're  going  to  do  it,  I  promise." 

That  was  Bobbie's  last  conversation 
with  her  son.  Ten  days  later  Jeff  slip- 
ped into  a  coma  and  on  February  9, 
1985,  found  a  home  in  heaven.  His 
ministry  on  earth  was  completed. 

Left  in  the  wake  of  Jeffs  death  were 
broken  hearts:  his  wife,  Jeannie, 
seven-year-old  son,  John,  and  two- 
year-old  daughter,  Aimee;  parents 
who  still  needed  Christ;  a  youth  group 
where  he  poured  his  life;  and  lots  of 
friends  at  the  Mansfield,  Ohio,  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

"Why  Jeff,  Lord?" 

It  was  a  natural  question.  A  human 
response  for  people  who  lost  a  loved 
one.  But  for  those  closest  to  Jeff,  they 
weren't  looking  for  an  answer. 

"We  didn't  try  to  figure  it  out," 
recalls  Jeffs  pastor  and  friend.  Sonny 
Thayer.  "And  Jeff  never  tried  to  figure 
it  out.  We  were  crushed.  We  were  hurt. 


But  we  knew  God  was  in  control." 

Faith  was  stretched  to  believe  this 
human  disaster  fit  an  eternal  plan.  But 
that  faith  is  now  being  rewarded,  a  lit- 
tle more  than  a  year  after  Jeffs  death, 
as  God  answers  part  of  the  why. 

Jeff  lived  an  intense  Christian  life. 
Accepting  Christ  in  his  mid-twenties, 
he  soon  developed  a  passion  for  telling 
others  how  they,  too,  could  have  eter- 
nal life.  His  musical  talents  led  him  to 
form  a  team  ministry  with  a  friend 
and  together  Jeff  and  John  sang  of 
their  faith  and  shared  God's  good  news 
with  young  people. 

Now  almost  30,  Jeff  was  asked  if 
he'd  become  the  full-time  youth  pastor 
for  the  Mansfield  GBC.  He  felt  God 
leading  him  and  in  1981,  Jeff  left  a 
lucrative  career  in  engineering  to  give 
young  people  his  full  attention.  The 
youth  program  flourished.  An 
evangelistic  team,  the  Malachi  Group, 
was  his  dream  and  generated  excite- 
ment for  the  youth,  giving  them  an  ef- 
fective outreach  to  their  city. 

On  more  than  one  occasion,  Jeff  told 
his  youth  group  and  friends  he'd  be 
willing  to  give  his  life  if  it  would  bring 
his  parents  to  Christ.  It  seemed  like  a 
reckless  thing  to  say  .  .  .  unless  you 
knew  Jeff.  The  Gospel  flowed  through 
his  veins. 

When  the  swelling  in  his  leg  did  not 
go  away,  God  began  to  use  Jeffs  life 


"And  we  know  that  God 
causes  all  things  to  work 
together  for  good  to 
those  who  love  God  .  .  ." 
Romans  8:28 

to  reach  his  parents.  He  wrote  them 
early  in  his  terminal  illness,  "I'm  a 
chosen  vessel  for  this  just  like  the 
Apostle  Paul.  He  had  a  physical  affir- 
mity  he  asked  the  Lord  to  remove 
three  times.  But  God  said  no  and  Paul 
said, '.  . .  That  the  power  of  Christ  may 
rest  upon  me.'  I  need  that  power  and 
peace  and  I'm  finding  it  daily." 

Jeffs  parents  were  not  cold  or  mean 
people.  They  knew  of  their  son's  faith 
but  didn't  see  it  as  a  need  in  their 
lives.  For  the  13  months  Jeff  fought 
cancer  they  observed  his  response. 
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Even  more,  they  saw  how  the  church 
responded. 

"It  was  a  new  experience  for  me, 
unbelievable,"  recalls  Bobbie  Becker. 
"They  responded  in  every  way  that 
was  needed  and  more  than  we  could 
expect." 

When  the  senior  Beckers  secured  a 
private  hospital  room  for  their  son,  ex- 
pecting to  pay  the  additional  cost, 
they  learned  the 
church  picked  up 
the  bill.  When 
they  rented  a  hos- 
pital bed  for  Jeffs 
home,  the  church 
met  that  need. 
Each  time  they 
committed  their 
finances  to  paying 
uninsured  ex- 
penses, the 
church  stepped  in 
and  provided 
assistance.  Later 
in  Jeffs  illness 
when  experimen- 
tal treatments 
were  tried,  the 
church  paid  for 
half  of  the  ex- 
pense, $2000. 
Then  there  were  the  cards,  food, 
visits,  chores  around  the  house  and 
constant  monitoring  of  the  family's 
needs. 

For  the  church,  it  was  a  common 
response,  flowing  from  their  Christian 
love  and  a  well  developed  and  staffed 
deacon  ministry.  For  Curly  and  Bob- 
bie Becker,  it  was  a  depth  in  people 
they  couldn't  ignore. 

Two  months  after  Jeff  died,  his 
parents  accepted  Christ.  They  are  ac- 
tive in  the  Mansfield  GBC  and  their 
pastor  observes,  "You  would  think 
they've  been  Christians  forever  by  the 
way  they  act  and  witness." 

Another  puzzle  to  God's  plan  was 
the  family  Jeff  left.  "A  million  dollar 
family,"  says  Thayer,  "sweet  children 
and  a  beautiful  wife."  There's  not  an 
answer  for  the  why. 

But  God  promised  to  meet  the  sur- 
viving Becker's  needs.  And  he  did. 

Jeff  spent  the  last  four  months  of 
his  life  at  a  cancer  research  hospital 
in  Illinois.  During  this  time  Jeannie 
met  Tom  Phillips,  a  Christian  whose 


A  1983  portrait  of  Jeff  and  Jeannie 
Becker  and  their  children  John  and 
Aimee.  Jeff  was  youth  pastor  at  the 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  He  went  home  to  be  with  his 
Lord  February  9,  1985. 


wife's  condition  was  a  few  weeks  more 
advanced  than  Jeffs.  Tom  took  an  in- 
terest in  the  children  and  spiritually 
encouraged  Jeannie  as  well. 

Following  the  death  of  both 
spouses,  Jeannie  shared  with  the 
church  how  nice  it  was  to  have  a 
Christian  brother  help  her  through 
those  final  weeks.  Several  months 
later  a  Naomi/Boaz  type  relationship 
developed  and  to 
the  joy  of  the 
church  and 

friends,  the  two 
were  married  in 
September  of 
1985.  They  now 
live  in  Michigan, 
Tom's  home. 

Seeing  Jeff's 
parents  accept 
Christ  and  Jean- 
nie and  her  chil- 
dren cared  for 
demonstrates 
God's  active  role. 
But  it  doesn't 
remove  the  ques- 
tions or  the  pain 
for  Jeffs  friends. 
"We  don't  stand 
around  talking 
about  Jeff  all  the  time,"  says  Thayer, 
"but  he's  in  our  memories.  We  haven't 
tried  to  erase  his  name  from  anything. 
It's  not  a  sin  to  mention  him.  But  we 
don't  enjoy  reminiscing. 

"We  like  to  talk  about  the  wonder- 
ful marriage  of  Jeannie  and  Tom  and 
the  children.  We  like  to  see  Jeffs 
parents  attend  our  church.  All  the 
blessings  we  affirm.  But  we  don't 
often  talk  about  the  difficult  parts; 
because  they  were  so  difficult." 

Perhaps  the  memories  are  difficult 
because  Jeff  was  such  a  good  friend. 
Though  his  cancer  was  very  painful, 
he  always  thought  of  others.  His 
ministry  was  not  limited  to  times  of 
good  health. 

With  the  help  of  three  volunteers, 
Jeff  ran  his  youth  ministry  while  con- 
fined to  his  bed.  Young  people  were 
allowed  access  to  Jeff  all  through  his 
illness.  He  counseled  them  from  his 
bedroom. 

Friends  visiting  Jeff  to  encourage 
him,  often  found  themselves 
challenged  and  encouraged.  Through 


love  he  shared  with  the  church  his 
heart  for  revival  and  how  his  priorities 
were  becoming  sharper  as  his  life 
shortened. 

In  addition  to  his  family,  three 
things  remained  important  to  him: 
prayer,  Scripture,  and  the  work  of  the 
church.  The  ministry  of  the  church 
was  his  heartbeat  and  he  looked  for- 
ward to  visits  where  church  topics 
could  be  discussed. 

When  he  died,  the  church  lost  a 
choice  servant.  His  role  among  the 
youth  seemed  impossible  to  fill.  But 
consistent  with  Phillipians  4:19,  God 
provided  for  the  church's  need  of  a 
youth  pastor,  one  who  could  build  on 
Jeffs  ministry.  Kevin  Kempton  began 
his  ministry  with  the  youth  last  fall. 

"Even  though  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  healing,"  says  Thayer,  "if 
you  want  to  ask  hard  questions,  we 
don't  have  good  answers. 

"However,  when  we  see  that  the 
Lord  gave  us  Kevin  to  meet  the  needs 
of  our  youth  -  and  he's  been  magnifi- 
cent; that  Jeannie  needed  to  be  cared 
for  and  the  children  needed  a  father 
and  now  those  needs  are  met;  and 
that  some  Beckers  needed  to  be  sav- 
ed, you  can't  see  Jeffs  death  as  a 
disaster.  You  have  to  see  it  as  a  strange 
way  -  not  the  way  we  would  have 
done  it  -  but  the  best  way  for  all  of  us. 
Yet,  it  still  hurts  to  lose  a  friend." 


1 

Brad  Skiles  is  director  of  ad- 
ministration for  GBC  Chris- 
tian Education.  He  and  his 
wife,  Pattl,  are  active  mem- 
bers in   the  Winona  Lake 
Grace    Brethren    Church. 
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NEWS 


NEWS  UPDATE 


Annual  Address  Changes 

Aleppo  Brethren  Church:  P.O.  Box  66, 
Aleppo,  PA  15310 

Boyer,  Keith:  4405  Tabony  St.,  #A, 
Metairie,  LA  7006-2327. 
Burns,  Ralph  S.:  P.O.  Box  284,  Winona 
Lake,  IN  46590 

Carroll,  Jeffry  A.:  8715  Carden  Rd., 
Maumee,  OH  43537-9751 
Davis,  Charles:  80  NE  52nd  Ave., 
Ocala,  FL  32671-1509 
Gaston,  Dave  L:  429  Oxford,  Elyria, 
OH  44035  (Tel.  216/323-3236) 
Gnagey,  Gary  P.:  P.O.  Box  484,  Hor- 
sham, PA  19044 

Griffith,  David:  13A  Rue  De  Strasbourg, 
71200  Le  Creusot,  France  (Tel. 
0033-85-801007) 


Hall,  Ralph  C:  6611  Heritage  Lane, 
Bradenton,  FL  33529 
Hetland,  Art:  502  N.  Lincoln,  Warsaw, 
IN  46580-3140 

Kliever,  Jake  K.:  Grace  Village,  P.O.  Box 
337,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Knierim,  Stephen  D.:  P.O.  Box  66,  Alep- 
po, PA  15310 

Pfahler,  Larry,  M.D.:  1535  Buckpoint 
LN,  Worthington,  OH  43085 
Smith,  Eric:  P.O.  Box  114,  Butuan  City, 
Mindanao,  Philippines 
Stroede,  Oscar:  1485  Conway  Wallrose 
RD,  Freedom,  PA  15042-2409 
Viveros,  Dan:  4735  N.  Glen  Arden  Ave., 
Covina,  CA  91724-2321 


Marriages 
Florida,  St.  Petersburg:  Linda  and  Mike 


Richards,  February  15,  1986.  Grace 
Brethren  Church  of  St.  Petersburg. 
Ohio,  Elyria:  Lisa  Ann  Brenneman  and 
Mark  William  Kuzak,  December  7,  1985. 
Elyria  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Ohio,  Wooster:  Cheryl  Culbertson  and 
Michael  Dwyer,  August  24,  1985. 
Wooster  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Ohio,  Wooster:  Betty  Firebaugh  and 
Mark  Steiner,  September  21,  1985. 
Wooster  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Ohio,  Wooster:  Michelle  Miller  and  Jeff 
Roberts,  September  28,  1985.  Wooster 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Ohio,  Wooster:  Lisa  Miller  and  Doug 
Wilcoxson,  December  28,  1985.  Wooster 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Ohio,  Wooster:  Teh  Stebelton  and  Don 
Smith,  June  15,  1985.  Wooster  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Foreign  Missions 
Appoints 
New  Director 

Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions  is 
pleased  to  announce  the  appoint- 
ment of  Rev.  Tom  Julien  as  Executive 
Director,  effective  August,  1 986. 

Tom  brings  to  this  position  28 
years  of  foreign  missionary  ex- 
perience. He  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected  in  the  Grace 
Brethren  Fellowship,  and  among 
mission  leaders  in  Europe.  The  min- 
istry of  the  Chateau  de  St.  Albain,  a 
church  planting  strategy,  which  God 
has  blessed  in  a  remarkable  way,  is 
largely  the  result  of  his  vision  and 
faithful  administration  since  1964. 

Tbm,  ably  assisted  by  his  wife 
Doris,  is  presently  serving  as  Europe 
Area  Director  and  France  Field 
Superintendent  for  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions.  He  will  continue  to 
make  his  home  in  France. 

As  Executive  Director,  Tom's  new 
duties  will  concentrate  upon  the 
overseas  operation  of  the  Society.  A 
Director  of  Administration,  still  to  be 
named,  will  concentrate  upon  the 
home  administration. 


I 


in  these  significant  times,  God  is 
choosing  churches  and  Christians  to 
rise  to  a  new  sense  of  destiny.  Will  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  be  used  of  God  in  a  signifi- 
cant way  during  the  final  years  of  this 
century?  This  is  a  question  that 
haunts  many  of  us. 

We  are  in  a  period  of  transition,  and 
transition  is  always  accompanied  by 
stress.  The  last  few  years  have  been 
characterized  by  a  great  deal  of  in- 
trospection in  our  Fellowship;  signs  of 
stagnation  are  evident.  Only  time  will 
tell  whether  we  can  recapture  a  new 
sense  of  vision,  commitment,  and 
loyalty  without  compromising  the  rich 
heritage  that  has  been  laid  upon  us. 

It  is  my  hope  as  we  look  at  the 
challenges  of  the  next  few  years,  we 
shall  learn  to  focus  on  potential  rather 
than  problems,  lb  be  sure,  the  prob- 
lems we  shall  be  facing  will  be  abun- 
dant: they  will  have  to  be  dealt  with 
firmly  and  with  love.  But  we  can  no 
longer  afford  to  make  them  our  preoc- 
cupation without  the  risk  of 
disintegration  and  the  loss  of  a  new 
generation  of  leaders. 

Our  minds  must  be  invaded  with 


greater  things:  God  and  His  glory,  the 
headship  of  Christ,  the  beauty  of  the 
Church,  the  excitement  of  our  mission. 
In  the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches,  we  are  all  members  of  the 
same  team.  We  are  committed  to  the 
same  purpose:  to  call  out  a  people  for 
His  name.  In  accepting  new  duties  in 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  I  ex- 
press my  respect  to  those  who  have 
preceded  and  my  commitment  to  the 
Fellowship  as  your  servant.  I  covet  your 
prayers  and  welcome  your  suggestions 
as  together  we  seek  to  live  significant 
lives  in  these  significant  times. 
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casserole 
again? 

(and  other  mistakes  to  avoid 
in  helping) 


by  WENDY  BERGREN 


Editor's  Note:  In  keeping  with  the  goal  of 
ministry  and  encouragement  in  the 
HERALD  magazine,  we  are  reprinting  this 
article  for  the  benefit  of  the  readers.  If  you 
have  a  friend  or  aquaintance  who  is  deal- 
ing with  sickness  andJor  terminal  illness, 
here  is  a  list  of  ways  to  minister.  I  encourage 
you  to  save  this  section  for  future  reference 
for  you  and  your  family.  These  suggestions 
are  good  opportunities  for  children  to  get  in- 
volved in  ministry  with  their  parents  or 
individually. 

"Mom  Is  Very  Sick  -  Here's  How  lb  Help"  (Original  Title) 
by  Wendy  Bergren  is  reprinted  by  permission  from  Focus 
On  The  Family.  ©1982.  Additional  copies  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  Focus  on  the  Family.  41  East  Foothill.  Arcadia. 
CA  91006. 

Wendy  Bergren  died  of  cancer  February  12,  1985. 


_  hortly  after  Wendy  Bergren  became 
a  mother  for  the  third  time,  her  doctor 
discovered  that  she  had  an  enormous 
malignant  tumor.  In  a  last-ditch  effort  to 
stave  off  imminent  death,  she  underwent 
an  immediate  mastectomy,  hysterec- 
tomy and  intensive  radiation  treat- 
ments. An  aggressive  course  of  chemo- 
therapy produced  every  imaginable  side 
effect  and  confined  her  to  bed  two  weeks 
a  month  for  over  a  year  and  a  half. 

During  those  agonizing  days  friends 
and  church  members  tried  their  best  to 
help  the  Bergrens.  "But  most  of  my 
friends,"  says  Wendy,  "didn't  know  how 
to  cope  or  how  to  assist  someone  who 
was  seriously  ill  with  cancer." 

In  one  of  her  darkest  moments  Wendy 
jotted  down  some  ideas  to  share  with  her 
friends.  They  are  practical  suggestions 
for  helping  anyone  who  is  severely  ill 
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am  a  married  young  woman  struggling 
to  beat  cancer.  My  husband  and  I  have  three 
children:  a  baby,  a  preschooler  and  a  first 
grader.  Since  I  am  severely  ill,  we  depend  on 
our  friends  for  survival.  Over  the  months,  so 
many  have  asked,  "What  can  I  do  to  help?" 
Here  are  some  ideas  .  .  . 


4 


Offer  to  babysit  --  even  if  my 
husband  and  I  stay  home.  This 
gives  us  the  freedom  of  a  private 
adult  life  in  a  place  my  illness 
can  cope  with. 


Cook  a 
dinner/or 
my  fami- 
ly, but  offer 
a  choice  of 
two  courses.  One  week 
we  got  tuna  noodle 
casserole  four  nights  in 
a  row  from  well- 
meaning  friends!  Also, 
bring  the  food  in 
disposable  containers  or  marked  pots.  If  I 
can't  return  your  casserole,  I  will  cry  at  my 
powerlessness  and  confusion. 


Help   with   holidays,   birth- 
days and  anniversaries.  Ask 

if  there  are  any  special  gifts  or 
cards  or  wrapping  papers  you 
could  pick  up  for  me.  How  many 
times  I  have  wanted  to  give  my  husband  a 
special  "Thank  you"  card  or  put  up  a  holi- 
day decoration,  but  have  been  unable! 
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Help  my  children  attend 
birthday  parties  by  bringing 
some  pre-wrapped  children's  bir- 
thday party  gifts  to  our  home  for 
future  use. 


2  Bake  homemade  cookies  or 
brownies  and  bring  them 
frozen  so  I  can  have  the  delight 
of  sending  off  fresh  goodies  in  a 
lunchbox  the  next  morning. 
This  will  give  me  the  fun  of  feeling  like  a 
mama. 


Make  your  offer  specific.  Say, 
"I  want  to  come  over  Monday  at 
3:00  to  bake  cookies  or  clean 
your  pantry  shelf,  or  whatever." 
If  you  say,  "Call  me  any  time  for 
anything,"  I  won't  know  what  you  want  to 
do,  or  when  you  are  free,  so  I  probably  won't 
ask. 
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Call     be- 
fore   you  r 

visit,    but  I 

drop  by  for  | 

20  minutes  [ 

when  you 
can.  Don't  assume 
sickness  requires  rest  ( 
at  the  expense  of  com-  [ 
munications.  (Loneli- 
ness is  the  greatest  in- 
terrupter of  sleep.)  A 
spur-of-the-moment  visit  can  be  dissuaded 
without  hurt  feelings.  But  if  I  plan  and  look 
ahead  to  your  visit  for  weeks  and  then  you 
cancel,  I  will  feel  more  ill  and  more 
debilitated  than  before. 
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Ask  me  who  you  know  that  I 
might  like  to  see  and  bring  them 
by.  Often  I  am  too  shy  to  ap- 
proach a  friend  of  my  own.  My 
whole   life   consists   of  asking 

favors,  and  I  may  just  be  too  tired  to  make 

social  requests  too. 


Take  pic- 
tures of  my 
children 

through  the 
months. 
This  gives  me  a  feeling 
that  there  are  perma- 
nent records  of  the  tem- 
porary happenings  I 
must  miss. 


Offer  to  run  two  mean- 
ingless errands  a  week  for 

our  family.  The  small  stuff  -- 
like  no  hair  ribbons,  or  col- 
ogne, or  clean  suits  -  fall  by 
the  wayside  otherwise. 
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«  Allow  me  to  feel  sad,  or  to 
prepare  for  the  worst.  One  of 
the  most  difficult  problems  of 
serious  illness  is  that 
everyone  wants  to  encourage 
the  patient.  But  sometimes, 
having  a  good  cry  with  a  friend  who  allows 
it  will  let  the  tension  escape  -  as  when  a  dam 
is  broken.  I  have  one  friend  who  lets  me  call 
her  when  I  feel  sad  or  lonely  or  ready  to  give 
up  -  and  by  the  time  I  finish  dialing  her 
number  and  hear  her  answer  "Hello"  the 
fear  is  gone.  Sometimes  the  greater  part  of 
the  cure  is  the  release  of  fear. 


IEven  if  the  joke  is 
terrible  tell  it!  Share 
your  humor.  Bring 
Reader's  Digest  and 
read  aloud.  Describe 
what  is  funny  out  there. 
It  may  not  tickle  my  ribs  today,  but  tomor- 
row I  may  relish  it!  Speak  to  the  part  of  me 
that  is  more  alive  than  dead,  for  that  is  the 
real  me. 
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Touch  me.  The  isolation 
of  being  an  invalid 
makes  the  power  of  love 
sweeter. 


1  Offer    to    watch    TV 

with  me  some  after- 
noon when  an  old  movie 
is  on.  Bring  a  book  or 
magazine  in  case  I  fall 
asleep.  This  gives  me  the 
satisfaction  of  providing  enjoyable  company 
without  the  responsibility  of  entertaining 
you. 

Say  the  word  cancer 

around  me  and  talk 
about  the  real  life  you 
are  living.  This  helps 
me  feel  less  like  an  un- 
touchable and  more 
like  I  am  still  involved 
with  the  world  of  normalcy.  One  of  the 
hardest  things  for  me  as  an  invalid  is  the 
problem  of  conversation  with  my  husband. 
If  you  don't  talk  to  me  about  the  life  outside, 
I  am  left  with  only  illness  and  TV  to  talk 
about  with  him,  and  this  is  hard. 
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Tell  me  how  great  I 
look  considering  what 
I'm  going  through.  I 
know  I  look  sick,  but  I 
still  need  to  feel  honest- 
ly attractive. 


Encourage  your  hus- 
band to  come  over  to 
visit  my  husband  in  the 
evenings.    One    of   the 
greatest  gifts  I  have  is  my 
husband;  yet  my  illness 
has  eliminated  many  of  his  pleasures.  How 
happy  I  am  when  I  hear  him  laughing  with 
a  friend  in  his  shop  or  cheering  Monday  night 
football  and  popping  popcorn  with  a  pal! 


Pray  for  me  and  say 

you  are  doing  so.  The 
fact  that  you  have  faith 
gives  me  faith. 


Ilalk    to    me   of  the 
future.  Next  week,  next 
I  year,  ten  or  twenty  years! 
I   The  power  of  planning  is 
incredible.  Talk  to  me  of 
my  baby's  senior  grad- 
uation,  and   I   can   get 
through     next    week. 
Bring  by  travel  folders  for  my  silver  anniver- 
sary trip,  or  discuss  possible  hairstyles  for 
when  my  hair  grows  back  in.  If  you  look 
ahead,  I  can  too. 


Remind  me  of  the 
abundant  life  that 
awaits  me  and  is  prom- 
ised. But  also  recall  that 
there  is  comfort  to  be 
had  here  and  now  in  the 
midst  of  my  illness.  The 
Bible  tells  us  that  Christ  is  the  healer.  He 
brings  cure  and  respite,  not  illness.  He  holds 
me  in  the  cup  of  his  hand.  Offer  to  be  here 
with  me  now,  as  He  is  and  will  be  with  me 
forever.  The  fact  that  you  care,  in  this  mo- 
ment reminds  me,  He  cares  in  all  moments. 


other 
helps 


Listed  below  are  reference  materials 
available  to  assist  in  dealing  with  the 
struggles  addressed  in  this  issue  of  the 
HERALD.     These    materials    are 


available  through  your  local  christian  bookstore,  or  call  the 

Herald  Bookstore  1-800-348-2756. 

A  DEATH  IN  THE  FAMILY 

THROUGH  FIRE 

Jean  Richardson 

Joseph  Stowel 

Lion  Publishing,  1979 

Victor  Books,  1985 

ADVENTURE  IN  ADVERSITY 

WHEN  A  FRIEND  IS  DYING 

Paul  E.  Billheimer 

Edward  Dobihal,  Jr. 

Tyndale  Publishing  House,  1984 

&  Charles  William  Stewart 

Abington  Press,  1984 

EMPTY  ARMS 

Pam  Vredevelt 

WHERE  IS  GOD  WHEN  IT  HURT! 

Multnomah  Press,  1984 

Philip  Yancey 

Zondervan,  1977 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  HURT 

Chuck  Swindoll 

WHY  ME  LORD? 

Multnomah  Press,  1977 

Paul  Powell 

Victor  Books,  1981 

GOLD  IN  THE  MAKING 

Ron  Lee  Davis 

WHY  US? 

Thomas  Nelson  Publishing,  1983 

Warren  Wiersbe 

Revell  Publishing,  1984 

HE  CARES  HE  COMFORTS 

Corrie  Ten  Boom 

Revell  Publishing,  1977 

HEALING  THE  HURT 

Mildred  Tickfer 

Baker  Book  House,  1984 

LOVING  ENOUGH  TO  CARE 

Earl  Wilson 

Multnomah  Press,  1984 

MOURNING  SONG 

Joyce  Landorff 

Revell  Publishing,  1974 

PARENTS  IN  PAIN 

John  White 

Intervarsity  Press,  1979 

THE  EMOTIONS  OF  GOD'S  PEOPLE 

Millard  Sail 

Zondervan,  1978 
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Marriages 

Ohio,  Wooster:  Claudia  Troyer  and  Ar- 
mando Pacheco,  August  10,  1985. 
Wooster  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Telford:  Sharon  Lee 
Kearns  and  Steven  Richard  Sell,  October 
18,1985.  Penn  Valley  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 

Virginia,  Winchester:  Gay  Butcher  and 
Tom  Stayer,  August  31,  1985.  Win- 
chester Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Deaths 

Ohio,  Wooster:  Beckler,  Lowell,  67. 

January  27,  1986.  Wooster  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Kansas,  Portis:  Caldwell,  Carl  D. 

January  31,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Maryland,  Temple  Hills:  Harris,  Leslie. 

January  29,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church  of  Greater  Washington. 


Grace  Brethren  News 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  The  FGBC  Na- 
tional Conference  will  be  held  August 
2-8  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana.  The 
moderator  will  be  Pastor  John  Mayes  of 
Longview,  Texas  and  the  guest  speaker 
is  Dr.  Os  Guinnes.  The  Christian  Mind  is 
the  conference  theme. 
Write:  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches,  P.O.  Box  386,  Winona  Lake, 
IN  46590  for  a  list  of  local  accomoda- 
tions and  for  information  about  the 
Winona  Lake  Christian  Assembly 
lodging-meal  package  plan. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Here  is  an  op- 
portunity to  write  for  Daily  Devotions, 
a  quarterly  devotional  booklet  for  the 
Grace  Brethren.  You  may  submit  scripts 
about  325  words  in  length,  also  include 
scripture  verses  for  reading.  Scripts  will 
not  be  returned,  so  keep  a  copy  for 
yourself.  If  your  script  is  accepted,  The 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Company 
will  inform  you  as  to  the  publication 


date.  The  published  script  will  include 
the  author's  name  and  city/state  ad- 
dress. Pastors  and  lay-persons  materials 
will  be  accepted.  This  is  an  ideal  oppor- 
tunity to  share  your  talents  and  bless- 
ings with  others.  (No  fees  will  be  paid 
for  scripts.)  Address  scripts  to  Brethren 
Missionary  Herald,  Daily  Devotions,  Box 
544,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 
Pennsylvania,  Hollidaysburg:  The  Vicks- 
burg  Grace  Brethren  Church  celebrated 
it's  100th  anniversary  January  25,  26, 
1986  with  former  pastors  Dean  Walter 
and  Richard  Harstine.  The  church  was 
founded  on  January  25,  1886.  The  first 
building  was  dedicated  July  1886.  It 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1953.  The  pre- 
sent building  was  dedicated  April  1954. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Grace  School's 
Development  Department  was  honored 
recently  for  their  viewbook  "Grace  College 
Perspective"  by  Mead  Paper  Company. 
The  Award  of  Excellence  was  given  in  the 
printing  competition.  They  share  the 
honor  with  BMH  Printing.  The  "Grace 
College  Perspective"  was  selected  among 
many  pieces  submitted.  It  was  judged  to 
"exemplify  the  best  in  printing  and 
graphic  design  on  a  Mead  Paper  grade," 
according  to  Mary  Stine,  Director  of 
Mead  Awards.  The  viewbook  is  qualified 
for  Mead's  Grand  National  Award  com- 
petition. "Grace  College  Perspective's" 
eloquent  copy,  emotion-evoking 
photographs,  and  well-paced  design  com- 
bine to  portray  a  learning  institution  of 
caring  and  integrity." 
Ohio,  Wooster:  The  Wooster  Grace 
Brethren  Church  voted  to  buy  30  acres 
of  property  on  the  north  side  of 
Wooster.  This  acreage  will  be  used  to 
expand  the  ministry  in  Wooster. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Twenty-eight  ap- 
pointees were  named  at  the  recent 
Grace  Brethren  Mission  Board  Meetings. 
Leaving  in  1986  (subject  to  raising  sup- 
port) are  Gary  and  Sherry  Crandall, 
C.A.R.;  Jim  and  Fran  Fredericks,  Ger- 
many; Dan  and  Rachel  Jackson,  Ger- 
many; Bob  and  Brenda  Juday,  Philip- 
pines; Bill  and  Becky  Kiddoo,  England; 
Ted  and  Kristen  Kirnbauer,  Japan;  Betsy 
Morris,  England;  Mike  and  Sherry  Page, 


France;  Jack  and  Marilyn  Wainwright, 
C.A.R.;  and  Jennell  Wiest,  England. 
Leaving  in  1987  (subject  to  raising  sup- 
port) are  Steve  and  Wilma  Bailey, 
Argentina;  Brad  and  Brenda  Green, 
C.A.R.;  Jim  and  LeAnn  Haller,  France; 
Tom  and  Sue  Peters,  C.A.R.;  and  Mark 
and  Joy  Sims,  France. 
California,  Tracy:  The  Grace  Brethren 
Church  celebrated  it's  50th  anniversary 
on  March  1,  1986. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  A  memorial 
fund  has  been  established  at  the  Grace 
Brethren  Investment  Foundation  to  assist 
in  the  education  of  Pastor  Ron  Picard's 
children.  Donations  may  be  sent  to  Box 
587,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 
Ohio,  Marion:  The  Grace  Brethren  Church 
of  Marion  is  now  meeting  at  Pleasant  Jr. 
High.  With  the  rent  at  the  Jr.  High  being 
only  $35  per  week,  funds  will  soon  be 
available  to  begin  a  building  project. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Homer  Kent,  Jr., 
president  of  Grace  Schools,  received  a 
check  for  $700  from  Roger  Peters, 
representative  of  the  Sears  Roebuck  Co. 
Sears  distributed  more  than  $38,000  in 
unrestricted  grants  to  28  privately  sup- 
ported colleges  and  universities  in  In- 
diana. Nationally,  Sears  has  given  $1.75 
million  to  educational  institutions  during 
the  1985-86  school  year. 
North  Carolina,  Ridgecrest:  Ridgecrest 
'86  is  a  conference  planned  by  GBC 
Christian  Education  for  Grace  Brethren 
pastors,  youth  workers  and  wives.  Held 
at  Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina,  April  7-11, 
1986,  the  conference  speakers  include: 
Dr.  David  Jeremiah,  Ed  Lewis,  Dave 
Atkins,  Rev.  Bob  Stone,  Ridge  Burns, 
Rev.  Bernie  Simmons  and  his  wife,  Sue. 
The  conference  provides  intense  training 
along  with  lots  of  time  for  relaxation 
and  fellowship. 

Minnesota,  Bemidji:  CE's  1986  Brethren 
National  Youth  Conference  will  be  held 
at  Bemidji  State  University  in  Bemidji, 
Minnesota,  August  9-15.  A  fantastic  pro- 
gram is  planned  along  with  recreational 
options.  Key  speakers  include  Pat 
Hurley,  Dan  Allen,  Peter  Brothers,  Jim 
Custer  and  Dan  Veldman.  Cost  for  the 
week  is  $185  with  $85  due  by  June  15. 
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"If  God  exists,  I'll  take  my  chances  with 
Him,"  says  Mr.  Moutardier. 
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no  comfort 
no 'assurance,  no  hope 


by  SUSAN  GRIFFITH 


Death  touches 
everyone.  But  for  the 
Frenchman  the 
thought  evokes  fear 
and  hopelessness. 


a 


L 


"a  mort,"  death,  is  no 
respector  of  persons.  It  touches  all 
rungs  of  society  and  people  in  every 
nation. 

French  people  must  also  come  to 
grips  with  death  --  how  to  face  the 
death  of  a  loved  one  and,  eventually, 
how  to  face  their  own  death.  However, 
French  people  are  not  simply  people 
with  American  ideas  who  express 
themselves  in  the  French  language.  In 
most  areas,  their  views  are  radically 
different  from  American  ones.  In  con- 
sidering death,  today's  Frenchman 
has  had  two  major  influences  on  his 
thinking  --  the  French  philosophers 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church 
teaches  that  after  death,  one's  soul 
goes  to  purgatory,  a  place  of  suffering 
and  of  waiting  as  the  soul  is  purified 
of  its  sin.  The  length  of  time  in 
purgatory  depends  on  the  number  of 
sins  committed  during  life  and  the 
number  of  prayers  and  masses  (each 
at  a  set  fee)  subsequently  offered  by 
family  and  friends.  Even  for  the  most 
devout,  death  is  greatly  feared.  There 


is  no  comforting  one  another  with  the 
words,  "absent  from  the  body,  present 
with  the  Lord." 

In  a  Roman  Catholic  funeral,  after 
the  priest  has  partaken  of  the  bread 
and  cup,  these  words  are  pronounced, 
"Oh  almighty  God,  we  pray  you,  let 
the  soul  of  your  servant  (name),  that 
left  the  earth  today  be  purified  by  the 
virtue  of  this  sacrifice,  obtain  your 
mercy  and  the  forgiveness  of  his 
faults  and  eternal  happiness.  In  Jesus 
name."  (Taken  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Missal  or  prayerbook). 

Notice,  first  of  all,  that  the  priest  is 
asking  God  for  the  deceased  to  obtain 
mercy  and  forgiveness.  According  to 
the  Bible,  if  forgiveness  is  not  ob- 
tained before  death,  it  is  too  late. 

Second,  the  priest  doesn't  specify 
when  this  "eternal  happiness"  might 
be  obtained.  And  last,  according  to 
the  Bible,  no  soul  will  be  purified  by 
the  repeated  offering  of  the  bread  and 
the  cup.  Christ's  sacrifice  was  once 
and  for  all,  and  by  it,  one's  soul  is 
either  purified  or  condemned. 

Adorning  the  doors  of  the  great 
cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  in  Paris  are 
many  sculptures.  Above  the  central 
door  is  a  scene  of  the  judgment  seat 
of  Christ.  An  angel  holds  a  large 
balance  to  "weigh"  good  works  and 
sins.  On  one  side  are  the  saints  (those 
who  had  more  good  works  than  sins) 
being  escorted  by  the  angels  into  par- 
adise. On  the  other  side  are  those  who 
had  too  many  sins,  being  dragged 


away  in  chains  by  demons  and  cast 
into  a  pit  of  flames. 

This  picture  has  seemingly  been 
burned  into  the  minds  of  the  French 
people  and  with  it,  a  great  fear  of 
death.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
tells  the  people,  "Be  good  and  maybe 
there's  a  chance." 

In  opposition  to  the  church,  the 
"great  thinkers"  of  France  arose 
declaring  that  the  very  concept  of 
eternity  is  only  a  myth.  These  phil- 
osophers, the  most  famous  perhaps 
being  Albert  Camus,  began  to  follow 

I  1 

Even  for  the  most 
devout,  death  is  greatly 
feared. 

this  thought  to  its  logical  conclusion: 
If  there  is  no  life  after  death,  if  all  that 
there  is,  is  the  short  time  we  call  life, 
if  one  can  be  alive  today,  thinking, 
feeling,  creating,  loving,  and  dead 
tomorrow,  with  a  body  decaying  back 
into  dust  -  then  life  is  meaningless. 
It  is  totally  absurd. 

It  is  a  very  logical  conclusion.  They 
are  right.  Paul  expressed  it  different- 
ly centuries  before,  "For  if  the  dead 
are  not  raised,  then  Christ  has  not 
been  raised  either  .  .  .  Your  faith  is 
futile;  you  are  still  in  your  sins  .  .  .  we 
are  to  be  pitied  more  than  all  men"  (I 
Corinthians  14:16-19,  NIV). 

It  is  notable  that  the  philosophers 
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found  no  peace  in  what  they  pro- 
claimed. Voltaire,  the  famous  writer  -- 
philosopher,  was  an  agnostic  who 
believed  his  purpose  in  life  was  to 
make  people  doubt.  The  nurse  who 
attended  his  death  was  quoted,  "For 
all  the  gold  in  the  world  I  don't  ever 


The  Roman  Catholic 
church  and  the 
philosophers  offer  no 
comfort,  no  assurance, 
no  hope. 

want  to  witness  the  agony  of  an 
unbeliever.  He  screamed  for 
forgiveness  all  night  long."  But 
Voltaire's  writings  live  on  today.  The 
philosophers  tell  the  people,  "Do  what 
you  want,  it  doesn't  matter  anyway." 

These  ideas,  taught  in  classes  and 
lived  out  in  homes  have  a  serious  ef- 
fect on  the  average  French  person. 
The  result  is  hopelessness.  Jean 
Claude  Vieuble,  former  Grace 
Brethren  missionary  to  Central 
African  Republic  and  now  a  member 
in  the  Chalon  church,  put  it  well  in  a 
recent  message  discussing  typical  at- 
titudes towards  death:  "We  French 
people  say  to  ourselves,  oh  now  look, 
I'm  not  so  bad.  I  haven't  killed  anyone 
and  there  are  lots  of  people  worse 
than  I  am.  Maybe  there's  a  chance  for 
me.  We'll  wait  and  see." 

Mr.  Moutardier  is  85  years  old.  He 
was  the  designer  for  the  French 
bomber  used  in  WWII  and  is  an  ex- 
pressive, sensitive  man  who  greatly 
mourns  the  death  of  his  wife  over  10 
years  ago.  He  says  he  is  Catholic,  but 
in  discussing  things  he  admits  that  he 
is  a  skeptic,  unsure  of  anything.  He 
finally  asserts,  "I've  been  good,  I've 
tried  to  love  myself  and  my  fellow- 
man.  If  God  exists,  I'll  take  my 
chances  with  Him." 

Dr.  Piot  is  a  pediatrician,  a  first  rate 
doctor  who  has  such  a  love  for 
children  that  his  young  patients 
usually  laugh  through  the  exams.  But 
Dr.  Piot  is  an  atheist.  He  reflects,  "I  do 
everything  I  can  to  save  lives,  but 
when  I  see  death,  that's  all.  It  makes 
no  more  difference  than  a  dead  dog  in 
the  street." 


Christine  is  18  years  old.  She  is  a 
student  struggling  in  a  fiercely  com- 
petitive system.  She  asserts,  "I  don't 
believe  that  God  exists  at  all.  But  tell 
me  about  what  you  believe,  because 
I  am  so  afraid  to  die." 

A  neighbor  tells  about  her  family. 
She  has  four  brothers  and  sisters, 
well,  really  five.  Her  29  year  old 
brother  was  killed  in  an  accident 
several  years  ago.  Since  then,  her 
mother  is  just  not  the  same.  She  talks 
about  Frank  and  how  she  misses  him. 
She  doesn't  want  to  go  out  of  the 
house.  She  has  almost  cut  herself  off 
from  all  others. 

Bruno  and  Ann  Marie  recently  lost 
a  brother  in  a  high  speed  auto  acci- 
dent and  now  they  are  searching. 
"What  happened  to  our  brother? 
What  will  happen  to  me  when  I  die? 
How  can  you  know?" 

The  basic  themes  reoccur  in  the 
lives  of  millions  of  French  people:  I'm 
pretty  good;  I'll  take  my  chances;  It 
doesn't  matter,  it's  hopeless;  I  don't 
know;  I'm  afraid. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  and 


Dr.  Piot,  an  atheist,  believes  the  death  of 
a  human  is  no  different  than  the  death 
of  a  dog. 


the  philosophers  offer  no  comfort,  no 
assurance,  no  hope.  Perhaps,  in  view- 
ing death,  French  ideas  are  not  so 
very  different  from  American  ones,  as 
death  proves  itself  again  to  be  the 
great  equalizer.  But  for  many 
Americans,  there  is  hope,  there  is 
assurance,  there  is  comfort  in  Christ. 
Many  Americans  do  not  fear  death 
because  they  have  accepted  Christ. 

Many  Americans,  but  so  few  French 
people. 

Pray  that  the  miracle  of  revival  will 
occur  in  France,  that  French  people 
can  face  death  in  the  light  of  God's 

Word.    HERJLD 

1  1 


Susan  Griffith  and  her  hus- 
band Dave  have  been  serv- 
ing as  Grace  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries in  France  since 
1980.  Currently,  the  Grif- 
fiths and  their  two  daugh- 
ters, Jessica  and  Jennifer, 
live  in  Le  Creusot  and  are 
involved  in  a  church  plant- 
ing ministry. 
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BRAZIL 


LOOKS  AT  DEATH 

In  Brazil  as  in  America,  there  is  a  vast  difference 
in  the  way  people  look  at  death.  A  brief  series  of 
sketches  show  some  of  the  contrasts. 


by  EVELYN  JOHNSON 


I 


remember  the  first  time  as  mis- 
sionaries we  faced  death. 

At  the  time  I  was  a  young  mis- 
sionary mother  of  three  small 
children.  I  remember  observing  my 
healthy  18-month  old  baby  boy  play- 
ing happily  around  the  yard  and  men- 
tally comparing  him  with  18-month 
old  Feliz,  who  was  so  thin  and  sickly. 

"Thank  you,  Lord,  for  my  baby's 
health,"  I  thought.  A  few  days  later 
Feliz's  mother  told  us  he  was  very  ill 
and  would  probably  die.  He  did. 

Feliz's  mother  and  some  of  the 
older  children  were  believers.  The 
father  was  not,  and  he  was  a  heavy 
drinker.  He  beat  not  only  his  wife  but 
the  children  as  well.  They  often  went 
hungry  because  Dad  needed  his  drink 
or,  because  he  ate  the  three  eggs  in- 
tended as  supper  for  the  family. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  their  home: 
mud  walls,  a  dirt  floor,  and  now  a 
small  casket  in  the  center  of  the  room. 
As  we  sat  near  that  small  casket 
wondering  what  to  say  in  our  halting 
Portuguese  to  a  sorrowing  mother, 
John,  her  oldest  son,  spoke  up. 

"Mom,  I  don't  understand  why  you 
are  crying  for  Feliz.  Didn't  the  pastor 


say  he  is  with  Jesus?  Just  think  -  Dad 
will  never  beat  him  again,  and  he'll 
never  go  to  bed  hungry  again.  He's 
with  Jesus." 

What  a  glorious  thought,  and  how 
wonderful  of  our  Lord  to  give  a  child 
those  comforting  words  while  we  as 
adults  groped  for  the  "proper"  thing 
to  say. 

I  have  known  others  through  the 
years  who  have  rejoiced  in  this  same 
assurance.  A  mother  whose  young 
son  died  of  spinal  meningitis  in  her 
arms  found  such  joy  and  comfort  in 
the  Lord  that  it  was  obvious  even  to 
the  unsaved  who  were  present.  We  are 
often  asked  by  the  unsaved,  "Why  is 
it  believers  seem  almost  happy  when 
they  face  death?" 

There  is  no  happiness  when  the  un- 
saved die.  Not  too  long  after  the  death 
of  Feliz,  we  faced  death  again.  Carlos, 
the  only  believer  in  his  family,  had  a 
sister  whom  the  doctors  sent  home  to 
die.  The  family  asked  for  transporta- 
tion to  take  her  to  a  well-known  witch 
doctor.  "It's  her  only  chance,"  they  ex- 
plained. When  no  transportation  was 
available,  her  blouse  was  sent,  but  it 
did  no  good. 
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I  depend  on  the  Lord  to  give  me 
the  strength  to  rejoice  with  those 
who  are  rejoicing  and  to  weep 
with  those  who  are  weeping. 


The  attitude  of  those  last  days  and 
the  funeral  was  one  of  desperation  and 
extreme  grief.  The  assurance  of  Scrip- 
ture was  offered  and  rejected.  The  god 
of  this  world  had  blinded  their  eyes. 

Brazilians  are  like  Americans,  in 
people  view  death  in  different  ways. 
The  major  contrast  exists  --  one  that 
comes  as  a  result  of  some  knowing 
Christ. 

A  Christian  mother  and  her 
daughter  saw  their  husband  and 
father  die  in  his  sin.  As  the  unsaved 

I  1 

I  want  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion preached  so  my  un- 
saved children  and 
relatives  can  hear  the 
gospel. 

brothers  wept  in  hopeless  agony,  the 
two  women  with  hearts  aching  were 
able  to  seek  comfort  from  the  Word 
knowing  their  testimony  had  been 
pure  and  daily  to  their  loved  one. 

A  26-year-old  wife  and  mother  was 
sent  home  from  the  hospital  to  die  of 
tuberculosis.  Intravenous  feedings  and 
pain  medications  came  home  with 
her.  Each  day  as  I  started  the  I.V. 
feeding  and  gave  her  the  daily  medica- 
tions, I  talked  to  her  about  the  Lord. 
We  brought  a  handcrank  record  player 
and  records  for  her.  The  records  for 
these  players  have  a  gospel  message 
as  well  as  music  on  them.  Her  six-year 
old  son  played  them  for  her. 

I  remember  well  the  temporary 
shelter  constructed  from  palm  bran- 
ches because  she  had  to  be  kept 
isolated. 

Her  son  sat  outside  the  entrance  to 
talk  to  her  and  play  the  records.  How 
she  longed  to  hug  her  child  and  be 
near  him.  Unhappily  she  died  as  she 
had  lived  -  in  her  sins. 

The  shack  that  gave  her  a  tem- 
porary resting  place  was  burned, 
along  with  everything  in  it  to  kill  the 
TB  germs.  The  six-year  old  son  wanted 
to  keep  the  player  and  the  records.  His 
dad  said,  "No!  That's  only  for  women." 
The  boy  came  to  Sunday  School  a  few 
times  and  then  Dad  again  said,  "No!" 


May  a  merciful  God  yet  reach  the  heart 
of  that  one  who  is  by  now  a  young 
man. 

I  remember  eight-year  old  Rubenita, 
who  really  loved  Jesus  and  talked  to 
everyone  about  Him.  She  frequently 
confronted  her  brothers  and  their  need 
to  know  Jesus.  When  she  drowned, 
her  mother,  though  broken  of  heart, 
was  glad  her  daughter  was  a  believer. 
Her  brothers  were  inconsolable.  "We'll 
never  see  her  again,"  they  cried.  How 
true  if  they  do  not  surrender  to  their 
mother's  and  sister's  Lord. 

There  was  Dinair,  a  lady  of  50  years, 
who  looked  80.  A  life  of  sin  had  left  its 
mark  on  her  facial  features  and  her  en- 
tire body.  A  leader  of  a  robber  band, 
a  fence,  a  drug  pusher,  and  our 
neighbor,  she  had  heard  the  plan  of 
salvation  from  many,  but  she  was  not 
interested.  She  had  some  good 
qualities  that  she  let  surface  at  times. 
Once  she  showed  a  caring  spirit  to  the 
young  mother  who  had  died  of  TB.  It 
was  only  Dinair  and  I  who  would  go 
near  the  young  sufferer.  Dinair  made 
soup  and  carried  it  to  her  and  spoon- 
fed her  because  she  was  too  weak  to 
feed  herself. 

Dinair  housed  various  people  who 
were  in  need,  some  sin-scarred  and 
hardened  people  like  herself.  I 
remember  on  Christmas  Eve  being 
called  to  her  bedside  by  the  only  one 
who  had  not  abandoned  her  when  he 
found  out  she  was  dying. 

Can't  you  please  give  her  some- 
thing?" he  pleaded.  I  gave  her  an  in- 
jection of  pain  medication  and  tried  to 
talk  to  her.  In  her  semi-comatose  con- 
dition I  don't  know  how  much  she 
heard  or  if  she  did. 

A  couple  of  hours  later,  the  same 
man  called  my  husband  George  and 
our  son  Nate  to  come  and  sit  with  him 
after  she  died.  He  feared  to  be  alone 
with  a  dead  person.  In  life  she  helped 
many  and  had  many  acquaintances, 
but  in  death  she  was  friendless  and 
alone.  The  god  of  this  world  had 
blinded  her  eyes. 

Then  there  was  Ana.  Ana  came  to 
know  the  Lord  after  her  children  were 
grown  and  married.  Ana  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  so  she  did  not  accept 
a  study  book  for  our  weekly  Bible 
lessons. 

I  remember  Ana  rarely  made  any 
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comments  as  the  women  studied 
together.  She  always  had  me  write 
down  on  a  piece  of  paper  the  verse  or 
verses  to  be  memorized  for  the  next 
week.  She  always  came  to  class  with 
her  memory  work  done  and  a  happy 
smile  on  her  face  as  she  answered  roll 
call  with  her  verse. 

Ana  was  a  diabetic,  and  she  died 
following  surgery  to  remove  her 
gangrenous  leg.  As  she  lay  dying  she 
made  one  request:  "I  want  my  body 
to  lie  at  my  church,  and  I  want  the 
plan  of  salvation  preached  so  my  un- 
saved children  and  relatives  can  hear 
the  gospel."  Ana's  one  daughter,  who 
knew  the  Lord,  saw  to  it  her  mother's 
request  was  honored. 

I  can  still  see  the  unsaved  family 
and  friends  arriving  with  their 
flowers.  I  can  still  hear  the  hymns 
being  sung,  feel  the  tears  in  my 
eyes,  and  hear  the  gospel  being  pro- 


claimed. It  almost  seemed  to  me  that 
Ana  had  a  smile  of  joy  on  her  face  as 
her  body  lay  there  in  the  coffin.  What 
a  joy  it  will  be  to  meet  Ana  in  heaven. 

I  recently  heard  the  testimony  of  a 
young  widow  whose  husband  had 
drowned.  She  told  how  the  neighbor 
family  came  to  visit  the  day  her  hus- 
band died,  to  cry  with  her,  and  to  ex- 
tend their  sympathies.  The  following 
day  they  found  her  husband's  body 
and  they  buried  him  that  afternoon. 

While  they  were  at  the  cemetery, 
the  neighbor  lady  gave  birth  to  a  baby 
and  there  was  much  joy  in  the 
neighboring  house.  The  young  widow, 
remembering  that  Romans  12:15 
says,  "Rejoice  with  them  that  do  re- 
joice, and  weep  with  them  that  weep," 
went  to  rejoice  with  those  young 
parents  over  their  first  child.  She  said 
it  was  the  hardest  thing  she  ever  had 
to  do.  Perhaps  at  that  point  began  the 


healing  of  her  wounded  heart. 

As  a  missionary,  I  depend  on  the 
Lord  to  give  me  the  strength  to  rejoice 
with  those  who  are  rejoicing  and  to 
weep  with  those  who  are  weeping. 
More  importantly,  I  must  never  lose 
the  hope  or  my  desire  to  see  the  power 
of  the  god  of  this  world  broken  by  the 
power  of  God's  Word. 

Death  confronts  everyone.  But 
Jesus  Christ  makes  the  difference 
between  eternal  death  and  eternal  life. 


George  and  Evelyn  Johnson 
have  been  serving  In  the 
Amazon  basin  area  of  Brazil 
since  1960.  Currently  the 
Johnsons  are  living  In  Belem 
and  are  involved  In  church 
planting  and  a  Bible  In- 
stitute program. 


Times  of  separation 
between  missionary 
parents  and  children 
are  sometimes 
necessary.  But  what 
happens  when  it's 
permanent? 


D 


uring  a  missionary's  life,  on 
the  field  or  on  furlough,  he  or  she 
packs  and  unpacks  many  times.  As  I 
was  looking  through  some  papers  In 
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As  separations  came,  we  ac- 
cepted these  as  part  of  a  mis- 
sionary's life. 


Africa  in  preparation  for  furlough,  I 
found  a  treasure. 

When  our  girls  were  growing  up  in 
Africa,  Nancy,  our  older  daughter,  had 
kept  a  diary  while  she  was  attending 
the  Missionary  Children's  School. 
And  here  it  was.  I  had  found  her  diary! 

Why  was  this  little  book  so  special? 
You  see,  when  I  found  it,  Nancy  had 
been  in  heaven  for  quite  some  time. 
As  I  read,  it  was  as  if  she  were  still 
speaking      --      vibrantly,      lively. 


I  had  found  her  diary! 

humorously,  happily,  and  creatively. 
Even  today  in  so  many  ways  I  can  still 
hear  her  speaking. 

Years  ago  back  in  1951,  when  my 
family  stepped  on  board  the  Queen 
Mary  for  our  first  trip  to  France  and 
to  Africa,  Nancy  was  seven  years  old 
and  her  sister,  Barbara,  eight  months 
old.  From  that  moment  on  our  fami- 
ly began  to  have  many  new 
experiences. 

As  separations  came,  they  involved 
tears  and  we  accepted  these 
separations  as  part  of  a  missionary's 
life.  Times  of  being  together  as  a 
family  during  the  girls'  vacations 
were  really  special.  The  love  we 
shared  as  a  Christian  family  was 
great.  God  had  given  us  two  precious 
daughters.  We  were  a  very  close 
family. 

Six  years  of  missionary  service  had 
flown  by  when  the  news  came.  One 
evening  just  at  dusk,  Harold  Dunning 
and  Mary  Cripe,  two  of  our  fellow  mis- 
sionaries, drove  into  our  mission  sta- 
tion. Nancy  and  Barbara  were  atten- 
ding school  on  the  station  where 
Harold  and  Mary  lived. 

I  will  never  forget  that  moment.  I 
was  teaching  a  women's  Bible  class 
and  Don  was  in  his  office  studying. 

Harold  and  Mary  came  right  to  the 
point  with  their  urgent  message.  Nan- 
cy was  very  sick  and  had  been  taken 
to  our  mission's  medical  center.  Don 
and  I  threw  some  things  in  a  suitcase 
and  early  the  next  morning  we 
started  off  on  the  slow  trip  by  truck 
to  see  our  daughter. 

How  could  we  forget  the  minutes 


and  miles  of  that  trip  down  the  road 
bordered  by  tall  grass  and 
characterized  by  deep  ruts?  Upwardly 
we  cried  to  God  as  we  thought  about 
our  Nancy. 

After  what  seemed  like  many  more 
hours  than  had  actually  passed,  we 
arrived  at  the  medical  center.  Our 
hearts  stood  still  as  we  saw  Nancy.  We 
knew  immediately  she  was  gravely  ill. 
When  we  hugged  her,  she  was  too 
weak  to  respond.  We  went  into  the 
next  room  to  cry. 

Dr.  Harold  Mason  called  us  to  go 
with  him  to  another  house,  which  was 
in  the  process  of  being  built.  The  im- 
age of  that  partially  finished  house 
stamped  indelibly  on  our  minds  ~  it 
was  here  that  Harold  told  us  that 
Nancy  had  leukemia. 

Leukemia.  We  knew  what  that 
meant.  It  startled  us  like  a  nightmare 
we  could  not  shake  off.  Don  and  I 
turned  to  each  other  as  we  felt  this 
devastating  news  together. 

Missionary  children  read  a  lot,  and 
Nancy  was  no  exception.  Once  while 
reading  a  magazine  article,  she  had 
turned  to  Don  and  said,  "Daddy,  I 
hope  that  I  never  get  leukemia."  Now 
at  almost  14  years  of  age,  she  had 
leukemia  and  did  not  know  it. 

We  thought  back  to  some  signs  that 
we  personally  had  not  recognized.  We 
had  attributed  her  fatigue  to  growing 
up.  I  actually  thought  that  her  pale 
complexion  was  like  that  of  a  Dresden 
doll.  How  ignorant  I  was!  And  we 
thought  the  pain  she  expressed  was 
a  passing  matter.  We  lived  a  normal 
life  until  Nancy's  illness  became  more 
pronounced.  Then  a  new  lifestyle  took 
over. 

We  left  the  medical  center  in  a  bor- 
rowed VW  van  so  we  could  make  a 
bed  for  Nancy.  The  trip  down  to  the 
capital  city  of  Bangui  would  not  be 
easy  for  her;  the  roads  were  anything 
but  smooth. 

Tests  at  the  hospital  in  Bangui  con- 
firmed the  reality  of  Nancy's 
cancerous  condition.  Medical  care  to 
help  ease  her  pain  was  not  available 
in  Africa.  We  left  as  soon  as  we  could 
for  America. 

At  that  time  the  airlines  did  not  like 
to  carry  passengers  who  were  sick  as 
Nancy.  But  we  managed  to  get  a 
flight.  We  had  to  stay  in  Paris  while 


she  received  blood  transfusions.  As  I 
was  looking  out  of  the  hospital  win- 
dow, I  saw  a  funeral  procession  pass 
by.  Everything  and  everybody  was 
clothed  in  black.  "How  bleak!"  I 
thought  sadly. 

A  few  days  later  we  planned  to  con- 
tinue our  journey.  Because  of  engine 
trouble,  the  plane  had  an  eight  hour 
delay  before  taking  off  from  the  Paris 
airport.  The  crew  of  the  airliner  was 
so  helpful  -  sympathetic  and  con- 
cerned about  Nancy.  While  over  the 
ocean,  they  cut  the  power  of  one  of  the 
four  props.  They  thoughtfully  in- 
formed me  of  this  plan  ahead  of  time. 

Accompanying  us  on  this  trip  was 
missionary  Rosella  Cochran,  a 
registered  nurse.  She  was  such  a  help, 
exhibiting  a  dedicated,  loving 
ministry  in  caring  for  Nancy. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  for 
an  ambulance  to  meet  our  plane  in 
New  York  to  take  us  to  the  Children's 
Hospital  in  Philadelphia.  The  am- 
bulance's siren  screamed  the  entire 
100  miles  to  its  destination.  At  the 
hospital,  Nancy  was  given  excellent 
care  in  a  ward  filled  with  children  who 
had  the  same  disease. 

Many  people  helped  and  encour- 
aged us  in  the  States.  Each  day  Pastor 


Medical  care  was  not 
available  in  Africa.  We 
left  as  soon  as  we  could 
for  America. 

Robert  Crees  of  the  Third  Brethren 
Church  of  Philadelphia  came  to  read 
the  Bible  to  Nancy  and  Pastor  Bill 
Male  of  the  First  Brethren  church 
came  and  prayed  for  her. 

Nancy  suffered  greatly  and  her 
body  deteriorated  rapidly.  But  she 
was  so  sweetly  patient.  She  gave 
praise  to  her  Savior,  repeatedly  sing- 
ing "It  Took  a  Miracle"  and  "Trusting 
Jesus."  For  a  long  time  when  others 
sang  these  songs,  I  accompanied 
them  with  my  tears. 

Nancy  also  quoted  Psalm  91  and  I 
Corinthians  13  word  perfect  over  and 
over.  As  her  parents,  we  give  credit  to 
Ruth  Kent.  Nancy's  school  teacher  in 
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Africa,  for  teaching  Nancy  to  hide 
God's  Word  in  her  heart.  If  you  want 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  Nancy's  trust  in 
her  Savior,  read  each  word  of 
"Trusting  Jesus"  and  Psalm  91. 
Nancy  was  a  tremendous  testimony 
to  us. 

We  know  with  no  doubts,  when 
Nancy  left  us  in  that  hospital  room 
she  went  to  be  with  Jesus.  We  have 
often  relived  those  moments. 

Don  and  I  think  of  what  a  young 
African  friend,  about  Nancy's  age, 
said  to  his  parents  as  he  was  about  to 
die,  "Dad  and  Mother,  don't  cry.  I  am 
going  to  live  with  Jesus."  Many 
Africans  have  heard  of  the  way  to 
receive  God's  gift  of  eternal  life. 

Before  Nancy's  death,  we  did  not 
really  know  how  to  comfort  others  at 
times  like  these.  Afterwards  while  we 
were  in  Africa,  we  could  go  to  offer 
sympathy  feeling  their  grief  with 
them.  The  Africans  know  what  death 
is  like;  it  touches  them  so  often.  Our 
common  experience  drew  us  closer  to 
them. 

After  Nancy's  death  when  we  went 
to  pay  our  hospital  bill,  the  manager 
said,  "Praise  the  Lord,  Nancy  is  with 
Jesus.  I  too  am  a  born  again  believer. 
You  do  not  owe  anything  for  her  care." 
Now  we  knew  why  God  had  directed 
us  to  this  particular  hospital. 

Nancy  went  with  us  to  Don's  home, 
but  this  time  her  spirit  was  not  there 
as  we  took  her  home  to  her  grandma. 
Her  body  was  put  to  rest  there  in  Iowa 
beside  her  grandpa  who  had  died  the 
year  before.  Of  course,  Barbara  who 
was  seven  at  the  time,  missed  her 
buddy.  But  she  was  glad  that  she  had 
had  sister  and  she  had  many  good 
memories  of  their  years  together  in 
Africa. 

Nancy  has  lived  with  her  Lord 
longer  than  she  lived  with  us.  Our 
memories  of  her  are  still  vivid.  Our 
family  has  had  a  way  of  com- 
municating "I  love  you"  with  three 
squeezes  of  the  hand.  Not  long  before 
we  parted,  Nancy  "told"  me  that  she 
loved  me.  She  is  still  a  part  of  us,  but 
she  has  changed  homes. 

We  buried  what  she  had  lived  in, 
but  God  had  called  our  real  Nancy.  We 
knew  where  she  was,  and  it  was  not 
in  that  grave.  With  the  comfort  of 
that  knowledge,  God  controlled  our 


thoughts.  Jesus  arose  from  the  grave; 
He  overcame  death.  All  who  believe  in 
Him  have  His  life  --  the  same  forever 
resurrection  life.  We  shall  see  Nancy 
again. 

Recently  Don  and  I  bought  a  plaque 
for  our  home.  It  tells  a  story  called 
"Footprints."  In  a  man's  dream,  it 
bothered  him  that  he  sometimes  saw 


Our  common  experience 
drew  us  closer  to  the 
Africans. 

only  one  set  of  footprints  as  he  and 
God  walked  together.  When  he  ques- 
tioned God  about  this,  God  answered, 
"During  your  times  of  trial  and  suffer- 
ing, when  you  see  only  one  set  of  foot- 
prints, it  was  then  that  I  carried  you." 
During  the  difficult  days  of  Nancy's 
suffering,  we  ran  to  God's  Word  for 
comfort  and  He  literally  picked  us  up. 
We  could  definitely  feel  His  presence 
and  strength.  He  gave  grace  during 
the  moments  we  needed  it. 

Jesus  Christ  raised  His  friend 
Lazarus  from  the  dead.  He  said, 
"Lazarus,  come  forth!"  When  this 
same  Jesus,  our  Savior,  comes  again 
the  Bible  promises  that  he  will  raise 
those  who  have  died  believing  on 
Him.  In  His  own  way  He  will  say, 
"Come  forth."  And  our  Nancy  will. 

I  I 


In  1952.  Don  and  Lots  Miller 
and  their  two  daughters  ar- 
rived In  Africa  for  mis- 
sionary service.  After 
Nancy's  death,  the  Millers 
returned  to  Africa  and 
ministered  there  until  their 
retirement  In  1985.  Don  and 
Lots  are  the  West  Coast 
Stewardship  representatives  for  Grace 
Brethren  Missions.  They  live  In  Modesto, 
California. 
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ach  year,  approx- 
imately 2,000,000 
people  between  the 
ages  of  thirteen  and 
nineteen  attempt 
suicide. 


uring  the  winter  of  1984 1  saw 
a  problem  developing  in  my 
hometown  of  Chattanooga.  Our 
counseling  center  offices  were  ex- 
periencing an  inordinate  number  of 
adolescents  in  serious  stages  of 
depression.  We  were  hearing  daily 
about  suicides  and  suicide  attempts. 
My  colleague  and  close  friend  Dr. 
Ross  Campbell  had  discussed  this  on 
several  occasions  and  agreed  that 
"something"  was  quite  wrong. 

On  February  25  I  received  a  phone 
call  from  a  local  high  school  principal. 
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There  had  been  two  student  suicides 
and  several  other  attempts  at  his 
school  within  a  three-week  period. 
That  afternoon  and  several  days 
thereafter,  I  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
with  the  principal  and  a  group  of 
teachers  discussing  teenage  depres- 
sion and  suicide.  I  was  shocked  by  the 
nature  of  the  task  that  I  had  taken  on 
and  grew  convinced  that  something 
else  of  a  larger  nature  had  to  be  done. 
I  returned  to  my  office  to  find  that  the 
secretarial  staff  had  rescheduled  my 
regular  appointments  to  make  room 
for  emergencies.  The  same  thing  had 
occurred  with  other  professionals  on 
the  staff.  Teenagers  were  being  admit- 
ted to  psychiatric  facilities  so  quick- 
ly that  there  were  no  longer  any 
vacancies.  Several  local  facilities  had 
developed  a  waiting  list.  The  public 
agencies  that  specialized  in  adoles- 
cent treatment  were  all  filled. 

On  February  26  Dr.  Campbell  and 
I  decided  we  had  to  do  something  of 
a  larger  nature.  A  public  response 
needed  to  be  made.  Acting  individ- 
ually we  could  not  solve  the  crisis.  It 
was  going  to  have  to  include  the  ef- 
forts of  others. 

The  effort  culminated  when  a 
capacity  crowd  attended  a  public 
symposium.  Unfortunately,  between 
February  26,  when  I  had  the  original 
idea,  and  May  14,  when  the  sym- 
posium was  held,  national  statistics 
indicate      approximately      6,300 


Americans  committed  suicide.  Addi- 
tionally, approximately  70,000 
adolescents  attempted  suicide  during 
that  same  period. 

A  Case  of  Adolescent  Suicide 

Tom  and  Jeanette  were  convinced 
they  loved  each  other.  They  had  been 
sure  for  quite  some  time.  Curiously 
enough  the  two  had  met  in  fifth-grade 
Sunday  school  class.  They  started 
dating  in  the  seventh  grade  and  had 
shared  an  exclusive  dating  relation- 
ship since  then. 

Both  were  somewhat  quiet  and  had 
few  friends.  What  friends  they  did 


The  cluster  phenomenon 
indicates  a  trend  that 
suicides  never  occur 
singularly;  they  occur  in 
group  patterns. 

have  described  Tom  and  Jeanette  as 
absorbed,  moody,  and  often  depress- 
ed. Their  friends  didn't  want  to 
associate  with  them.  In  Tbm's  and 
Jeanette's  minds,  that  didn't  matter. 
There  was  no  need  for  friends  because 
Tbm  and  Jeanette  met  so  many  of 
each  other's  social  needs.  Those 
needs  they  were  unable  to  meet  soon 
began  to  be  ignored.  Other  friend- 


ships that  did  exist  also  began  to 
evaporate  from  lack  of  attention,  and 
the  two  were  driven  even  closer 
together. 

Tbm  and  Jeanette  lived  in  upper 
middle-class  suburbs.  Their  parents 
were  professionals,  attended  church 
regularly,  generally  were  active 
members  of  society.  They  loved  their 
children  very  much  but  didn't 
demonstrate  their  love  freely.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  "healthy"  pressure 
put  on  the  children  to  excel  in  school 
and  in  their  personal  lives.  Neither 
parent  seemed  to  object  to  the  dating 
relationship  that  developed  speedily 
between  the  two  teenagers. 

Dating  endured  through  the  high 
school  years.  They  attended  the  same 
classes,  visited  Sunday  school  and 
church  services  together,  and 
sometimes  shared  meals  with  each 
other's  families.  Their  parents  had 
privately  discussed  the  direction  of 
their  teenager's  relationship.  Tom's 
former  friends  saw  him  withdrawing 
further.  Jeanette's  grades  fell  over  the 
next  few  months.  Tbm  ultimately  lost 
interest  in  athletics  and  quit  the  soc- 
cer team,  where  he  had  previously  ex- 
celled. His  grades  also  began  to  drop. 

Finally,  Tbm's  parents  confronted 
him  about  the  amount  of  time  he  was 
spending  with  Jeanette.  The  en- 
counter developed  into  a  fight  with  no 
positive  outcome.  A  second  discus- 
sion  ended   as   negatively.    Similar 
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The  hurried  society  creates  a 
stress  and  pressure  teenagers 
simply  are  not  equipped  to 
handle. 


meetings  had  transpired  between 
Jeanette  and  her  parents.  With  ac- 
celerated pressure  forced  by  the 
parents,  the  couple's  relationship 
flourished  even  more.  They  banded 
together  intimately  in  defiance  of 
their  parents. 

To  the  teenagers,  marriage  seemed 
to  be  the  only  possible  alternative, 
although  they  knew  their  parents 
would  not  allow  it.  In  fact,  by  this 
point,  Jeanette's  parents  had  refused 
to  allow  her  to  date  Tom.  She  con- 
vinced Tbm  that  if  she  became  preg- 
nant, they  would  certainly  be  allowed 
to  marry.  After  all,  neither  of  their 
parents  agreed  with  abortion.  It  made 
sense  to  them. 

She  didn't  know  that  at  that  very 
moment  she  was  indeed  well  over  two 
months  pregnant.  When  her  parents 
shortly  thereafter  discovered  it,  they 
sent  her  to  a  home  for  unwed  mothers 
several  hundred  miles  away  and  re- 
fused Tbm  the  right  to  see  her.  The 
child  would  be  put  up  for  adoption.  At 
this  point,  both  Tom's  and  Jeanette's 
parents  forbade  them  to  visit  each 
other. 

Saturday  night,  following  two  un- 
successful weeks  of  attempting  to 
contact  Jeanette,  Tbm  took  his  own 
life  with  his  father's  12-gauge 
shotgun.  Jeanette  heard  about  his 
death  one  month  later  when  she 
returned  home  after  a  miscarriage. 
She  joined  him  in  death  by  taking  a 
drug  overdose. 

The  above  scenario  was  real.  It  hap- 
pened as  depicted  and  has  probably 
been  repeated  time  and  again.  Teen 
suicides  similar  to  Tbm  and  Jeanette's 
occur  nearly  6,000  times  per  year  in 
our  country. 

The  Scope  of  Teenage  Suicide 

Dr.  Seymour  Perlin,  board  chair- 
man of  the  National  Youth  Suicide 
Center  in  Washington,  D.C.,  has  stated 
publicly  that  approximately  2  million 
people  between  the  ages  of  thirteen 
and  nineteen  will  attempt  suicide 
each  year.  The  National  Institute  of 
Mental  Health  suggests  that  approx- 
imately 30,000  people  will  successful- 
ly take  their  own  lives  annually 
through  a  variety  of  means.  That  is 
nearly  1  person  every  twenty  minutes 


or  more  than  70  persons  per  day! 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
number  of  those  that  are  Christians. 
The  fact  is  that  the  problem  does  ex- 
ist in  the  Christian  community. 

Suicide  is  the  second-leading  cause 
of  death  among  teenagers.  The  rate 
has  tripled  in  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  the  actual  toll  is  likely  much 
higher.   Many  deaths  are  probably 


In  our  "hurried  society" 
we  are  forcing  our 
children  to  grow  up  too 
fast. 

either  disguised  or  listed  as  accidents, 
when  they  may  well  have  been 
self-inflicted. 

One  interesting  trend  that  has 
recently  developed  is  the  cluster 
phenomenon.  Other  people  have 
termed  it  "copy  cat  suicide."  However 
it  is  labeled,  the  phenomenon  is  an 
alarming  one.  Clustering  is  the  pro- 
pensity of  suicides  to  occur  in  groups. 

One  expert  recently  stated  that 
suicides  never  occur  singularly.  He 
suggested  they  always  occur  in 
groups  of  two  or  more.  This  has  been 
illustrated  nationwide.  The  most  well- 
reported  clusters  have  occured  out- 
side of  large  cities  in  affluent,  upper 
and  upper-middle-class  suburbs. 

In  Chattanooga  there  were  nine 
reported  suicides  within  a  four-month 
period.  This  was  in  a  city  with  a 
population  of  only  175,000.  As  men- 
tioned earlier,  two  of  those  suicides 
were  teenagers  from  the  same  high 
school.  In  another  episode,  two  peo- 
ple leaped  from  local  bridges  into  the 
Tennessee  River  within  two  hours  of 
each  other.  Several  nights  later  a 
young  female  college  student  sur- 
vived a  similar  leap. 

Behavioral  epidemiologists  have 
kept  records  of  this  nature  for  quite 
some  time.  For  whatever  reason, 
clusters  do  exist,  and  it  is  a  well- 
accepted  fact  that  suicides  occur  in 
group  patterns.  Perhaps  the  fact  of 
one  person's  taking  his  or  her  life 
makes  it  less  of  a  violation  to  a  second 
or  third  person.  The  epidemiologists 
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also  tell  us  that  divorces  and  other 
emotional  problems  occur  in  similar 
clusters. 

A  growing  number  of  communities 
have  been  devastated  by  suicide 
clusters.  Among  them  are  suburbs  of 
Dallas,  Houston,  Chicago,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  and  New  York  City.  Those 
areas  have  several  factors  in  common. 
Obviously  they  are  all  close  to  major 
cities.  Each  suburban  area  has  a  high 
emphasis  on  upper  social  mobility 
and  is  quite  wealthy.  They  are  all 
predominantly  populated  with  white 
middle-class  families  and  a  highly 
transient  population.  There  is  an 
absence  of  extended  family  relation- 
ships and  in  more  than  one  case,  an 
absence  of  senior  citizens.  As  is  the 
case  nationwide,  there  is  also  a  high 
divorce  rate  and  a  larger  number  of 
single-parent  families.  All  of  those  fac- 
tors seem  to  be  important  indicators 
of  stress  for  adolescents  and  adults  as 
well. 

There  is  no  single  explanation  to 
the  problem  of  increased  suicides. 
Many  have  tried  to  explain,  and 
various  answers  have  been  offered. 
None  are  sufficient.  It  is  an 
understatement  to  say  the  source  of 
the  problem  is  as  complex  as  modern 
American  society  itself. 

The  Hurried  Society 

Adolescents  today  do  indeed  face  a 
more  difficult  life  than  any  past 
generation.  The  change  in  technology 
alone  has  presented  teenagers  with  a 
multitude  of  problems  and  oppor- 
tunities most  adults  have  never  faced. 
As  a  society  we  probably  have  also 
sanctioned  a  value  on  growing  up 
rapidly.  Many  have  referred  to  this  as 
"the  hurried  society"  phenomenon. 

Basically  we  are  forcing  our  chil- 
dren to  grow  up  too  fast.  As  an  exam- 
ple, I  have  seen  parents  of  five-  or  six- 
year-olds  screaming  angrily  at  their 
children  during  soccer  matches  to  im- 
prove the  performance  of  their 
children  in  some  way.  The  response 
of  the  youngster  is  always  a  combina- 
tion of  embarrassment,  withdrawal, 
and  confusion.  This  often  begins  as 
an  anger  cycle  in  the  child.  That  sort 
of  public  pressure  is  inappropriate 
even  for  a  teenager.  The  effect  on  a 


child  of  five  or  six  years  could  be 
devastating. 

One  of  my  favorite  examples  of  the 
"hurry  up  and  grow  up"  mentality  is 
a  popular  merchandising  catalog. 
There  are  pictures  of  seven-  and  eight- 
year-old  girls  dressed  and  made  up  to 
appear  older.  I  cut  out  one  particular 
picture  and  at  random  asked  several 
of  my  friends  to  guess  her  age.  The 
responses  were  seventeen  years  old, 
eighteen  years  old,  and  sixteen  years 
old.  One  friend,  who  happens  to  be  a 
professional  model,  said  it  was  an 


In  today's  society,  the 
roles  of  parent  and  child 
many  times  are  being 
reversed. 

eleven-year-old  girl  trying  to  look  like 
an  eighteen-year-old.  Actually,  she 
was  seven. 

The  hurried  society  encourages 
children  to  hurry  and  grow  up.  Ob- 
viously, physical  changes  can  be  hur- 
ried or  faked.  Even  certain  biochem- 
ical changes  can  be  hastened  along. 
For  instance,  the  average  age  of  the 
onset  of  menstruation  has  changed 
from  twenty  in  1880  to  approximate- 
ly eleven  today.  An  adolescent  can 
easily  develop  a  mature  vocabulary,  a 
mature  walk,  and  a  mature  body. 
Similar  to  the  picture  of  the  seven- 
year-old  girl,  appearances  can  be 
deceiving  and  can  be  altered  substan- 
tially. However,  emotional  maturity 
cannot  be  so  easily  faked. 

Some  children  are  being  forced  to 
fake  it.  During  a  counseling  session 
with  a  twelve-year-old  boy,  we  dis- 
cussed his  fears.  This  is  a  rather 
routine  kind  of  discussion  during 
counseling,  even  for  a  twelve-year-old. 
Without  hesitation  he  stated  that  his 
most  crushing  fear  was  not  being  a 
success  in  business.  I  was  shocked.  A 
twelve-year-old  boy  is  not  emotional- 
ly equipped  to  deal  with  that  kind  of 
issue.  I  recall  I  had  fears  at  age  twelve. 
But  none  of  them  had  to  do  with  be- 
ing a  success  in  business. 

Today's  teens  are  forced  to  make 
decisions  quickly.  It  is  estimated  most 
children  by  the  age  of  ten  will  have 


had  the  opportunity  to  use  drugs. 
They  are  forced  to  be  careful  that  they 
aren't  "stolen"  by  one  of  their  parents 
or  someone  else.  Another  sobering 
estimate  is  that  nearly  75  to  80  per- 
cent of  teenagers  are  dropping  out  of 
formal  church  attendance.  Many 
times  I  see  the  roles  of  parent  and 
child  reversed  as  a  young  teenager 
comforts  a  divorced  parent  and 
assures  him  that  things  will  work  out. 
Adolescents  are  victims  of  sexual  and 
physical  abuse  more  than  at  any  time 
in  the  history  of  our  nation.  And  the 
emotional  response  of  teens  I  deal 
with  daily  reflects  it.  The  hurried 
society  creates  stress  and  pressures 
teenagers  are  not  equipped  to  handle. 

We  ask  our  teenagers  to  mature 
beyond  their  emotional  capacity.  This 
leads  to  dissonance  and  a  condition 
of  disharmony  within  the  child.  Often 
it  results  in  anger,  which  we  as  adults 
don't  want  to  accept.  If  we  don't  allow 
the  adolescent  to  express  the  anger, 
it  can  take  many  other  forms,  in- 
cluding depression,  juvenile  delin- 
quincy,  or  rebellious  behavior.  Any  of 
those  responses,  if  not  dealt  with  pro- 
perly, can  eventually  evolve  into  a 
suicide  crisis.  The  problem  is  indeed 
complex. 

As  a  young  adolescent  after  my 
father's  death,  I  moved  in  with  my 
grandparents  for  an  extended  period 
of  time.  My  grandfather  was  a  farmer, 
and  we  all  worked  extremely  hard. 
After  the  day  was  over,  I  would  play 
on  the  front  porch  of  their  home. 
Later,  my  grandmother  would  come 
out  and  sit  in  her  rocking  chair.  I 
would  look  up  and  ask  how  she  was 
doing.  She  would  smile  at  me,  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  then  respond. 

"I'm  plumb  give  out,  Johnny  -- 
plumb  give  out!" 

I  think  my  grandmother  was  saying 
that  she  was  tired  and  had  given  just 
about  all  she  had.  In  many  ways,  that 
is  how  I  see  our  adolescents. 

They  are,  indeed,  "plumb  give  out." 
This  excerpt  is  reprinted  by  permis- 
sion from  the  new  book  Fatal  Choice, 
by  John  Q.  Baucom,  Moody  Press 
1986.  $10.95. 

For  further  study,  copies  may  be  ob- 
tained through  your  local  bookstore 
or  call  the  Herald  Bookstore, 
1-80O-348-2756. 
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TRANSITIONS 

''Your  goal  is  to  go  in  there  and  help  a  person 
prepare  for  death.  That  can  never  be  imper- 
sonal." 


F 

A  or  tl 


i  or  the  last  three  years,  Sandy 
TWombly  has  been  surrounded  by 
death.  She  has  done  so  by  her  own 
choice. 

"In  a  hospital  situation  everything 
tends  to  be  clinical,"  TWombly  says,  "I 
wanted  something  different, 
something  where  I  could  get  involved 
in  people's  lives." 

That's  when  TWombly  became  a 
nurse  for  the  Hospice  program  of 
Kosciusko  County.  Hospice  is  geared 
to  help  the  terminally  ill  and  their 
relatives  prepare  for  death. 

That,  TWombly  says,  is  difficult 
work.  It  was  a  job  quite  different  than 
hospital  work.  She  is  one  of  four 
nurses  who  work  with  up  to  15  ter- 
minally ill  patients  at  one  time.  Each 
patient  receives  two  to  three  visits 
each  week  in  their  home  from  one  of 
the  nurses. 

"In  a  hospital  situation,"  TWombly 
says,  "you  have  tasks  to  do  from  seven 
to  three  and  there's  certain  things  you 
have  to  get  done  by  twelve,  and  there's 
certain  things  you  have  to  do  by  two. 
It  often  tends  to  be  very  mechanical. 
In  Hospice,  you  are  involved  in  a  more 
holistic  way  --  dealing  with  physical, 
emotional,  mental  and  spiritual 
needs." 

TWombly 's  job  is  anything  but 
mechanical.  What  it  is.  essentially,  is 
frustrating,  painful,  stressful,  de- 
manding and  draining.  But  above  all, 
it  is  rewarding. 

"It  took  me  a  long  time  to  get  on  a 


by  ROB  WILKINS 


personal  level  with  the  people," 
TWombly  says.  "Tb  do  that  meant  I 
had  to  have  a  willingness  to  show 
them  a  real  openness  and  honesty.  In 
a  situation  like  the  one  I  am  in,  that 
sort  of  openness  is  demanded 
because  you  don't  know  how  long  you 
have." 

And  in  dealing  with  the  dying, 
TWombly  says  she  has  learned  much 
about  living. 

"I  have  been  able  to  apply  many 
things  in  my  personal  life,"  TWombly 
says.  "In  order  to  have  an  openness, 
you  have  to  get  in  touch  with  your 
own  longings  and  feelings.  You  realize 
many  things  in  your  life  are  for  self 
protection  -  things  that  won't  let  you 
get  beyond  a  certain  point  in  a  rela- 
tionship. I  think  when  you  shed  those 
things,  that  is  what  is  really  reward- 
ing." 

And,  sometimes  painful. 

TWombly  says:  "It  makes  you 
vulnerable." 

Helping  a  patient  deal  with  death  is 
more  than  trying  to  make  a  person 
comfortable. 

"If  you  are  just  going  into  their 
home  to  make  sure  that  the  patient 
is  painfree  or  is  not  vomiting  all  the 
time  or  not  getting  bedsores  -  that's 
one  thing.  You  could  go  in  there  and 
be  very  impersonal.  But  your  goal  is 
to  go  in  there  and  help  a  person 
prepare  for  death.  That  can  never  be 
impersonal." 

TWombly  says  tha^.a  patient  can  go 
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Death  can  teach  many  valuable 
lessons. 


through  many  stages  in  dealing  with 
death:  Denial,  anger,  depression, 
withdrawal  and  acceptance. 

Perhaps  the  most  frustrating  part  of 
her  job  is  having  a  patient  die  who  is 
not  ready  to  die. 

Sometimes,  Twombly  says;  the 
nurses  can't  even  begin  their  job. 

Just  recently,  a  patient  threw  one 
of  the  nurses  out  of  the  house. 

"He  wasn't  angry  at  the  nurse," 
Twombly  says,  "He  was  angry  at 
everyone  that  reminded  him  of  the 
fact  he  had  cancer  and  he  was  going 
to  die.  The  nurses  went  back  into  the 
situation  and  a  week  later  the  man 
died.  Consequently,  we  never  had  a 
chance  to  work  through  things  with 
the  man." 

Many  people  advance  through 
several  stages  of  acceptance  of  death, 
but  get  stuck  in  another.  Many  never 
come  out  of  one  stage. 

One  man,  for  example,  had  found 
out  that  he  had  cancer  of  the  liver.  He 
was  a  middle-aged  man  who  had 
worked  all  of  his  life.  He  was  just  ap- 
proaching retirement,  which  he  was 
looking  forward  to. 

"He  worked  through  the  anger,  but 
he  got  to  a  period  of  depression  and 
he  never  got  out  of  the  depression.  He 
just  kind  of  sat  in  his  chair  and  stared 
out  of  his  window  all  the  time  1  was 
there. 

"He  said  very  little  to  us.  He  would 


"I  think  the  most 
rewarding  time  comes 
when  you  know  you've 
done  everything  human- 
ly possible  you  can  do." 

just  answer  our  immediate  questions 
and  that  would  be  it.  If  we  asked  him 
if  he  was  nauseated,  he  would  say, 
'Yes,  I  am.'  We  never  really  had  the 
chance  to  help  him." 

Sometimes,  Twombly  says,  death 
cuts  short  the  relationship. 

"The  worst  time  I  can  remember 
was  in  my  first  year,"  Twombly  says. 
"The  lady  was  an  old  maid  in  her  60s. 
She  was  a  cold,  gruff  lady  that  was 
very  unlikeable.   But  I  don't  know 


what  it  was  but  we  just  kind  of  clicked 
together.  She  never  told  me  that  she 
really  liked  me,  but  I  just  knew  that 
she  did. 

"In  the  spring,  I  went  to  Europe  for 
six  weeks.  Before  leaving  she  seemed 
to  be  doing  fine.  I  expected  her  to  be 
around  when  I  came  back.  While  I 
was  in  Europe,  I  had  no  contact  with 
the  nurses.  I  remember  on  one  day  I 


"I  have  never  become 
angry  at  God,  but  I  have 
learned  that  it  is  not 
wrong  to  ask  questions." 

was  there  with  my  husband  -  it  was 
our  anniversary  -  that  she  was  on  my 
mind  the  whole  time.  I  could  not 
shake  her  off  my  mind  and,  conse- 
quently, I  just  ended  up  praying  for 
her  the  whole  day. 

"When  I  got  home,  I  found  out  that 
she  had  died.  On  that  very  day.  That 
took  me  a  long  time  to  get  over." 

Twombly  has  also  seen  her  share  of 
suffering.  A  lady,  while  involved  in  a 
productive  life,  found  out  she  had 
cancer.  The  disease  lasted  for  15 
years. 

"This  particular  person,"  Twombly 
says,  "had  periods  of  extreme  pain. 
There  were  times  when  the  pain 
would  get  a  hold  of  her  and  get  out  of 
control.  She  couldn't  even  move  her 
head  without  pain.  It  is  those  times 
when  my  frustration  is  probably  the 
greatest.  You  just  feel  so  helpless." 

Not  all  of  the  experiences  are  bad. 
Many  times.  Twombly  says,  she  is  able 
to  help  the  patient  prepare  for  death 
--  physically,  emotionally  and 
spiritually. 

"I  think  the  most  rewarding  time 
comes  when  you  know  you've  done 
everthing  humanly  possible  you  can 
do,"  Twombly  says.  "But  then  you've 
gone  a  step  further  and  you  know  the 
person  is  spiritually  ready  to  die." 

Death,  Twombly  says,  is  not  always 
macabre  and  frightening.  It  can  teach 
many  valuable  lessons. 

"Death  isn't  always  horrible," 
Twombly  says,  "It  can  be  very 
peaceful  and  graceful.  I  have  seen 


people  die,  and  not  necessarily  just 
Christians,  with  grace  and  dignity." 

She  has  also  learned  the  externals 
are  not  what  is  important,  but  the 
heart. 

"We  have  one  lady  right  now  who 
is  poor,"  Twombly  says.  "She's  from 
Kentucky  and  her  family  doesn't  have 
much.  She  doesn't  have  much  educa- 
tion. She  is  weak,  frail  and  she  pro- 
bably weighs  about  85  pounds,  but 
she  is  one  of  the  greatest  little  ladies 
that  I  have  ever  encountered." 

Providing  a  service  to  the  whole 
person  -  physically,  mentally,  emo- 
tionally and  spiritually  -  is  just  one 
reason  that  Twombly  says  she  likes 
her  job. 

The  other  reasons  are  more  selfish: 
"I  think  we  all  have  a  basic  need  for 
relationships  with  other  people.  But 
to  do  that,  we  go  through  a  lot  of  pain. 
But  the  pain  is  worth  it  in  the  end. 

"If  you  are  not  receiving  something 
from  a  situation,  then  you  are  prob- 
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ably    not    going    to    stay.    And    we 

special  person  to  do  what  I  do.  And 

(Hospice  nurses)  may  not  always  be 

that's  not  true.  It  just  takes  a  person, 

able  to  label  what  it  is  we  are  getting 

I  think,  who  is  willing  to  go  through 

that  is  rewarding,  but  it  is  there." 

all  of  it.  It  is  a  great  learning  process. 

Personally  for  Twombly  it  has  been 

I'm  not  saying  that  it  is  without  pain. 

a  time  of  great  growth. 

but  it  also  has  its  special  benefits." 

"I  have  never  become  angry  at  God, 
but  I  have  learned  that  it  is  not  wrong 

to  ask  questions,"  Twombly  says.  "In 

fact,  it's  probably  healthy.  You  have 

Wllktns  is  the  director  of  information  ser- 

the questions  and  if  you  didn't  ver- 

vices at  Grace  Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 

balize  them,  then  you  could  never 

writing  skills  to  enhance  the  publications 

work  through  the  problem." 

and  promotional  materials  of  the  Develop- 

It   has    not    been    instantaneous 

ment  Department. 

change.    Commitment    has    been 
needed. 

"When  people  ask  about  your  job 

and  you  tell  them,  'a  Hospice  nurse' 

then,  almost  without  question,  they 

go  'Wow.'  It's  like  you  are  somebody 

right  down  out  of  heaven.  I  don't  put 

on  a  navy  blue  sweater  and  white 

shirt  and  navy  pants  and  suddenly 

become  this  wonderful  person. 

"Everybody  says  that  it  takes  a  very 
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Grace  Brethren 
Fellowship  needs  to  take  a 
serious  look  at  our  com- 
mitment to  missions. 
When  we  hear  the  word 
missions,  our  mind  seems 
to  create  images  of  natives, 
hungry  children  and  bush 
country.  Hopefully,  after 
reading  this  issue,  your 
mind  will  allow  you  to 
create  a  different  picture  of 
missions.  Are  we  personal- 
ly involved?  Are  we 
teaching  our  children  about  the  responsibility  of  the  Great 
Commission?  What  can  we  do  about  missions  if  we  are 
stuck  in  the  8-5  routine? 

The  hard  question  comes  to  mind.  I,  like  most,  have  a 
tendency  to  block  it  out  ...  Do  I  really  WANT  to  do 
anything  about  missions?  I  have  come  to  this  conclusion. 
If  I  don't  do  something  about  missions  whether  home  or 
abroad,  will  there  be  a  Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  in  the 
year  2000?  Does  that  sound  unlikely?  Take  a  hard  look 
at  some  of  the  growth  charts  in  these  articles.  Please,  join 
me  prayerfully  and  actively  in  the  missions  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Fellowship! 
The  Editor 
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The  newest  FMS  missionary 
program  is  initiated  in  France. 


by  SUSAN  GRIFFITH 


F  M  S 


T 


i  he  SOWers  program  (Serving 
Overseas  Workers)  is  the  newest  two 
year  term  mission  program  of  Grace 
Brethren  Missions.  In  late  summer  of 
1985,  six  workers  were  sent  from  the 
United  States,  as  SOWers  in  France. 
These  six  people  with  varying 
backgrounds,  interests,  and  per- 
sonalities, are  fitting  into  the  existing 
missionary  team  in  France. 

Thm  and  Mary  Ann  Barlow  were 
married  in  the  summer  of  1984  and 
were  graduated  from  Grace  College  in 
December  of  the  same  year.  They  are 
working  in  the  city  of  Le  Creusot  with 
the  Dave  Griffith  family.  Tom  an- 
ticipates returning  to  Grace  Seminary 
in  1987. 

Peter  and  Aurelie  Hawkins  are 
working  with  the  Dave  Hobert  family 
in  Montceau-les-Mines.  Pete  is  work- 
ing toward  his  Masters  in  Missions 
from  Grace  Seminary  and  is  a  SOWer 
to  fulfill  internship  requirements,  an- 
ticipating joining  the  team  of  career 
missionaries  in  France  in  1987. 
Aurelie  is  from  Grenoble,  France. 
They  met  while  Peter  was  in  his  junior 
year  of  college  at  the  University  of 
Grenoble  studying  for  his  French  ma- 
jor. They  were  married  in  1984. 

Terry  Julien  is  the  son  of  Tom  and 
Doris  Julien  and  so  is  no  stranger  to 
France.  He  is  a  1980  graduate  of 
Grace  College,  worked  for  Light  and 
Life  Publishing  as  art  editor,  has  been 
self-employed  as  a  free-lance  artist, 
and  has  studied  at  the  Columbus  Col- 
lege of  Art  and  Design  in  Ohio.  Terry 
is  living  with  fellow  short-termer, 
Dennis  Martin  in  Macon. 

Dennis  Martin  was  graduated  from 
Geneva  College  in  Beaver  Falls,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1979.  He  traveled  with 
the  Continental  Singers,  a  contem- 
porary gospel  singing  group  whose 
tour  led  him  into  Germany,  Holland, 
and  Poland.  He  worked  for  five  years 
as  an  accountant  before  becoming  a 
missionary. 

So  what  do  the  differing  talents  and 
abilities  of  these  two  couples  and  this 
team  of  two  young  men  mean  for  the 
work  in  France?  What  exactly  do  they 
do?  How  do  they  SOW  (Serve  Overseas 
Workers)? 

Initially,  the  work  of  all  SOWers  is 


people  work:  meeting  people  whom 
the  missionaries  themselves  would 
not  ordinarily  meet  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  people  with 
whom  the  missionary  team  can  share 
Christ.  In  general,  it's  called  contact 
making. 

But  contact  making  involves  much 
more  than  meeting  people;  it  means 
opening  the  door  for  sharing  of 
spiritual  things,  awakening  a  person 
to  this  spiritual  thirst.  This  means 
getting  out  into  the  mainstream  of 
life.  The  SOWers  are  using  exercise 
classes,   a  volleyball   team,   sewing 


The  work  of  all  SOWers 
is  people  work:  meeting 
people  whom  the  mis- 
sionaries themselves 
would  not  ordinarily 
meet. 

class,  community  chorale,  soccer 
club,  language  tutors,  neighbors,  and 
the  friends  of  all  the  people  that  they 
have  already  met  to  put  themselves  in 
touch  with  people. 

Both  couples,  as  part  of  church- 
planting  efforts,  hope  to  start  youth 
groups  in  their  respective  cities.  As 
Pete  put  it,  "Beginning  a  youth  group 
isn't  the  way  to  build  a  church,  but 
while  meeting  the  needs  of  some  area 
youth  and  providing  them  with 
spiritual  direction,  we  will  be  getting 
to  know  their  families,  the  more  stable 
end  of  society,  which  is  the  number 
one  basis  for  a  church." 

Dennis  and  Terry  are  working  in  the 
established  churches  of  Macon  and 
Chalon,  helping  their  youth  groups 
realize  their  potentials.  Dennis'  talent 
for  music  blends  well  with  Terry's 
dramatic  abilities.  At  Christmas,  the 
Chalon  youth  group  presented  a  short 
comedy/musical  to  various  groups  in- 
cluding the  Chalon  church,  a  Protes- 
tant retirement  home,  a  wedding  re- 
ception, and  in  the  pedestrian  shop- 
ping area  in  the  city.  Youth  from  the 
Macon  group  performed  in  three  short 
skits  for  their  church's  Christmas  pro- 
gram, and  Dennis  directed  and  per- 
formed in  several  numbers  himself. 
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Dennis,  who  brought  his  own  elec- 
tronic synthesizer  with  him,  hopes  to 
develop  a  program  of  music  to  present 
the  claims  of  Christ  that  may  be  used 
informally  in  home  concerts.  That 
way,  Christians  can  invite  their 
neighbors  and  friends  to  hear  his 
presentation. 

Terry's  time  has  been  further 
divided  as  he  works  part-time  in  the 
CEP  office  (CEP  is  the  French  acrostic 
for  Centre  d'  Etude  de  la  Parole,  center 
for  the  study  of  the  Word).  The  word 
"cep"  is  French  for  vine.  There  his  art 
abilities  have  produced  letterheads, 
bookcovers  for  titles  being  translated 
and  released  in  French,  slide  pro- 
grams, art  displays,  and  invitations  for 
everything  from  Christmas  programs 
to  ski  camps. 

These  young  adults  are  making 
valuable  contributions  to  the  work  in 
France.  However,  adapting  to  a  new 
culture  is  a  growing  experience,  to  say 
the  very  least.  The  SOWers  have 
noticed  some  striking  things  about 
the  French  people  and  their  culture. 

"The  thing  that  struck  me  is  the 
lack  of  understanding  of  French  peo- 
ple concerning  any  spiritual  values 
and  absolutes.  Most  have  no  idea  that 
there  is  a  God,"  comments  Tom 
Barlow.  "I'm  learning  the  life  of  a  mis- 
sionary is  what  the  life  of  every  Chris- 
tian should  be  -  sharing  the  gospel  is 
the  occupation  and  pastime  of  every 
believer.  Witnessing  should  be  a 
lifestyle  rather  than  a  job." 

"The  lack  of  vision  in  the  lives  of 
most  people  surprises  me,"  Mary  Ann 


Adapting  to  a  new 
culture  is  a  growing  ex- 
perience, to  say  the  very 
least. 

says.  "The  idea  that  if  things  are  okay, 
why  change?  I've  been  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  a  person's  decision 
for  Christ  is  God's  work.  We  must  be 
faithful,  but  we're  only  the  in- 
struments." 

Aurelie  notes  that  "the  outstanding 
characteristic  one  notices  is  self- 
centeredness.  I've  needed  a  lot  more 


patience  to  wait  for  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  lives  of  the  people. 
It's  hard  to  sometimes  wait  to  share 
the  gospel  until  confidence  is  built 
and  easier  to  try  to  'convince'  people 
myself  rather  than  to  depend  on  God." 
"I've  been  seeing  more  and  more 
that  we  should  major  on  our  relation- 
ship to  the  Lord,  the  vine,  and  the 
fruit    will    then    flow    naturally. 


The  life  of  a  missionary 
is  what  the  life  of  every 
Christian  should  be  -- 
sharing  the  gospel. 

Godliness  doesn't  have  a  lot  to  do  with 
activity,  but  real  fruit  will  grow  in  pro- 
portion to  godliness,"  Pete  reflects. 

"The  differences  in  the  spiritual 
conditions  here  and  in  the  U.S.  are 
amazing,"  shares  Dennis.  "In  France 
there  are  very  few  Christians  and  a 
great  lack  of  resources  available  to 
people  to  be  able  to  learn  about 
spiritual  things.  I've  seen  my  personal 
need  to  rely  solely  on  God  instead  of 
on  Christian  friends  and  family. 
Realizing  the  spiritual  battle  which 
exists  is  sobering." 

"Though  I  grew  up  in  France,  I 
wasn't  aware  of  the  outstanding 
spiritual  need  here.  I'm  amazed  at  the 
possibilities  for  my  involvement  -  how 
one  person  can  make  a  difference. 
There  is  such  a  great  need  for  more 
workers,"  states  Terry.  "I've  had  to  re- 
learn  how  to  relate  to  French  people, 
especially  youth,  as  well  as  how  to 
communicate  with  non-Christians  in 
general.  Personally  I've  been  learning 
how  to  evaluate  what  I'm  doing:  to 
stop  and  see  what  things  are  effective 
and  what  should  be  dropped.  Overall, 
the  answer  is  depending  on  the  Lord. 
It's  easy  when  one  gets  busy  to  not 
take  time  to  seek  spiritual  strength, 
but  it's  so  necessary." 

Adjustments  for  SOWers  come  in  all 
shapes  and  sizes,  from  a  new  set  of 
germs  to  cope  with  to  a  new  language 
to  think  in.  Other  difficulties  include 
the  sense  of  isolation  in  not  being  sur- 
rounded by  a  large  circle  of  Christian 
friends  of  the  same  age  and  back- 
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ground  where  relating  is  easy.  The 
length  of  time  involved  to  make 
friends  in  a  foreign  culture  makes 
things  hard.  Plus,  there's  the  change 
in  the  use  of  time  and  talents  --  from 
school  or  job  where  concrete  results 
were  measurable  to  working  with  peo- 
ple where  the  gradual  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  be  imperceptible. 

These  first  SOWers  have  advice  for 
others  interested  in  this  two  year  term 
program.  Any  first-hand  exposure  to 
a  foreign  culture  will  help  in  ad- 
justing. So  will  researching  and  learn- 
ing as  much  as  possible  about  the 
field:  history,  geography,  current 
events,  politics,  weather.  Everything 
and  anything  will  help  in  the 
understanding  of  the  people. 

Before  arrival,  good  language  learn- 
ing is  imperative.  Knowing  key 
phrases  is  not  enough.  Language 
skills  will  improve  greatly  after  im- 
mersion in  the  culture,  but  it's  very 
difficult  not  to  be  able  to 
communicate. 

A  developed  ministry  in  the  U.S. 
will  aid  a  ministry  in  a  different 
culture.  Sharpening  ministry  skills  is 
necessary. 

Having  relationships  with  unbe- 
lievers in  the  U.S.  will  enable  a  person 


to  effectively  witness  in  his  own 
culture  before  trying  it  in  a  different 
one.  A  SOWer  must  learn  how  to  be 
a  friend  to  a  non-Christian. 

While  in  the  States,  a  SOWer  needs 
to  develop  a  close  group  of  friends 
who  understand  what  he  will  be  do- 
ing and  who  will  support  him  in 
prayer.  Plus,  the  SOWer  himself 
should  be  spiritually  prepared.  A 
strong  prayerlife  is  a  must. 

The  program  is  not  a  trial  period  to 
see  if  someone  is  interested  in  mis- 
sions. Instead,  a  100%  commitment 
is  needed  to  be  used  of  God  on  a 
foreign  field  during  the  two  year 
SOWer's  term. 


Adjustments  for  SOWers 
come  in  all  shapes  and 
sizes,  from  a  new  set  of 
germs  to  cope  with  to  a 
new  language  to  think 
in. 

The  possibilities  for  services  are 
almost  endless:  Japan,  Germany, 
Central    African    Republic,    France, 


Philippines,  England,  Mexico,  Spain, 
etc.  The  needs  are  great  and  SOWer 
missionaries  can  be  used  extensively. 
What  are  you  waiting  for?  The  call 
has  already  been  issued  (Matthew 
28:19-20,  Acts  1:8).  Could  or  should 
you  be  part  of  the  next  wave  of 
SOWers?   herald 
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Susan  Griffith  and  her  hus- 
band Dave  are  involved  in  a 
church  planting  ministry  in 
Le  Creusot.  France.  The  Grif- 
fiths  have   two   daughters. 
Jessica  and  Jennifer. 
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by  TOM  BARLOW 


Europe:  the  continent 
where  many  of  us 
find  our  roots.  Europe: 
the  home  of  the  Great 
Reformation.  Europe: 
the  very  birthplace  of 
the  Brethren  Church. 


E 


urope:  today  one  of  the 
neediest  of  all  mission  fields? 
Somehow,  it  seems  incongruous  with 
the  three  previous  statements.  So 
much  so  that  many  of  us  still  wonder 
at  its  truth. 

So  the  question  again  must  be 
asked:  is  Europe  truly  in  need  of  the 
missionary  enterprise?  A  look  at  the 
definition  of  a  mission  field  affords  a 
good  starting  place.  A  "mission  field" 
is  defined  as  any  region  andfor  coun- 
try where  the  national  church  is  in- 


Is  Europe 
Really  a 

Valid 
Mission 

Field? 


capable  of  evangelizing  its  own 
people. 

For  the  purpose  of  illustration,  let 
us  look  at  just  one  country  in  Europe 
-  France.  Several  statistics  shared  at 
a  conference  in  January  reveal  the 
present  situation  quite  clearly. 

In  this  country  of  55  million  people, 
the  number  of  French  evangelicals  is 
110,000  (and  this  may  be  exag- 
gerated). However,  the  sects  andfor 
cults  in  France,  numbering  over  200, 
have  a  following  of  over  150,000, 
which  continue  to  grow  at  an  incredi- 
ble rate.  As  of  1982,  the  ratio  of 
evangelical  churches  to  people  in 
France  was  one  for  every  27,800  peo- 
ple, leaving  over  35,000  towns 
without  a  single  gospel  witness. 

Apart  from  these  vivid  statistics, 
there  is  the  unseen  factor  of  the  ig- 
norance of  the  French  people  toward 
the  things  of  God.  "There  is 
something  very  shallow  in  the  view 
that  the  Frenchman  has,  in  some 
mysterious  way,  rejected  the  gospel. 
The  fact  is  that,  far  from  rejecting  it, 
he  knows  nothing  about  it."  The 
majority  of  Frenchmen  have  lost  even 
the  most  basic  understanding  of  God 
which  we  Americans  take  so  much  for 
granted. 


Numerous  other  statistics  could  be 
cited  for  France  and  for  every  other 
European  country.  The  need  of 
millions  of  people  to  hear  the  Gospel 
is  staggering!  When  faced  with  these 
glaring  realities,  can  we  recognize 
that  Europe  is  indeed  needful  -  no, 
desperate  for  more  who  will  spread 
the  news  of  the  Gospel  to  a  lost  and 
searching  continent. 

The  author  recognizes  that  words 
carry  only  so  much  of  the  reality  here 
in  Europe.  For  those  who  read  this 
short  statement,  may  it  be  a  challenge 
to  come  and  see  for  yourself  the  grip- 
ping reality  of  the  "lostness"  of 
Europe.  All  of  the  missionary  staff 
would  be  glad  to  share  the  burden 
they  face  day  after  day  for  a  genera- 
tion who  has  never  been  touched  by 
the  things  of  God.  herald 
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Tom  Barlow  and  his  wife  Mary  Ann  are 
serving  as  SOWers  in  France,  working  in  a 
team  ministry  in  Le  Creusot  with  Dave  and 
Sue  Griffith.  The  Barlows  are  recent 
graduates  of  Grace  College. 


Quote  from:  Frank  Orna-Ornstein.  France: 
Forgotten  Mission  Field,  Burlington  Press: 
Foxton.  n.d..  p.  131. 
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uring  World  War  II  in  Europe, 
a  Texas  division  made  a  concentrated 
push  against  the  Nazis.  Their  attack 
was  so  successful  they  just  kept  go- 
ing, winning  skirmish  after  skirmish. 
Too  late  they  realized  their  deadly 
mistake  for  the  Germans  had  tricked 
them  and  created  a  pincher  move- 
ment that  trapped  and  cut  them  off 
from  their  supplies.  A  Japanese 
American  division  volunteered  to  at- 
tempt the  resource  and  displaying 
unusual  courage  and  heroism,  fought 
bravely  to  rescue  them. 

In  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions, 
we  need  to  be  careful  that  we  don't 
outdistance  our  prayer  and  economic 
supply  line.  In  saying  this,  I  do  not 
mean  to  be  pessimistic,  for  the  ad- 
vance of  the  mission  society  has  never 
been  better.  But  it  is  time  for  prayer- 
ful reflection. 

In  August,  1985,  during  the  96th 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Grace  Brethren  Churches,  the 
Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  celebrated  its  85th  anniver- 
sary. On  the  first  Tuesday  of 
September  in  the  year  of  1900,  53 
determined  Brethren  gathered  on  a 
little  knoll  outside  the  auditorium 
during  National  Conference  week  at 
Winona  Lake  and  organized  the  socie- 
ty "to  testify  to  the  gospel  of  the  grace 
of  God."  The  constitution  adopted  by 
the  charter  members  makes  clear 
that  the  purpose  of  the  society  shall 
be  to  "carry  out  the  Great  Commis- 
sion of  our  Lord  as  stated  in  Matthew 
28:19-20." 

Down  through  the  years,  the  Socie- 
ty has  maintained  that  purpose.  Now 
there  are  over  600  Grace  Brethren 
churches  in  twelve  countries  with  a 
membership  of  over  120,000.  This 
statistic  is  even  more  impressive 
when  it  is  realized,  four  of  those  fields 
are  less  than  five  years  old  and  until 
the  late  1940s,  the  Society  was  work- 
ing in  only  two  locations  in  the  world 
-  Africa  and  Argentina.  Membership 
at  that  time  numbered  between  15  to 
20  thousand.  So,  as  Grace  Brethren 
members  we  can  be  quite  proud  of  the 
work  accomplished  by  our  mis- 
sionary colleagues.  The  prayer  and 
support  of  Grace  Brethren  pastors 
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Is  Foreign  Missions  outdistancing  its 
supply  lines? 
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and  churches  down  through  the  years 
has  made  this  possible. 

The  plans  and  goals  of  our  mis- 
sionaries are  exciting.  As  I  reviewed 
field  reports  and  prepared  for  Foreign 
Board  meetings  this  year,  I  felt  like  an 
electrician  working  on  the  wiring 
with  the  juice  on.  The  power  surging 
through  those  wires  from  our  mis- 
sionaries and  our  national  churches 
makes  one's  blood  tingle  with 
excitement! 

Europe  has  plans  to  enter  new  fields 
as  personnel  become  available.  They 


There  has  never  been  a 
time  in  history  when  op- 
portunities, open  doors, 
and  the  successes  of  the 
Christian  missionary 
enterprise  were  greater. 

are  praying  for  revival  in  Europe  -  for 
100  missionaries  before  the  turn  of 
the  century  and  for  the  number  of  na- 
tional elders  to  equal  the  number  of 
missionary  elders  by  the  year  1990. 

Brazil  has  a  Bible  Institute  with  23 
students.  Four  were  graduated  from 
that  program  in  November.  Nine 
students  were  graduated  from  the 
new  seminary  in  Africa.  Seven 
students  are  in  Grace  Seminary  Ex- 
tension programs  in  Europe  and 
twelve  are  expected  to  attend  the  next 
semester. 

France  now  has  a  Fellowship  of 
Churches,  adding  to  the  list  of  na- 
tional fellowships  in  the  Central 
African  Republic,  Brazil,  and  Argen- 
tina. So  very  soon,  we  should  see  even 
greater  church  planting  results  in 
these  fields  within  the  next  few  years. 

There  has  never  been  a  time  in 
history  when  the  opportunities,  open 
doors,  and  the  successes  of  the  Chris- 
tian missionary  enterprise  were 
greater.  Coupled  with  the  economic 
prosperity  of  the  American  church, 
we  would  create  the  grossest  of  sins 
for  the  church  to  stagnate  in  its  mis- 
sionary outreach. 

For  in  a  time  as  this,  not  only  is 
Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions  at  a 
crossroads,  but  so  is  the  whole  of  the 


Grace  Brethren  church.  The  or- 
dinance controversy  slowed  us  down 
by  concentrating  our  energies  inward. 
I  am  confident  that  we  have  emerged 
in  strength.  Now  the  question  is, 
where  do  we  go  from  here?  There 
should  be  no  hesitation  in  our 
response  as  far  as  missions  is 
concerned. 

The  world  faces  the  staggering 
population  growth  from  4.5  billion  to 
7  billion  by  the  year  2000.  In  order  for 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church  to  meet 
its  share  of  this  need  for  world 
evangelism,  the  following  would  need 
to  happen: 

1.  Grace  Seminary  (the  source  of 
most  Brethren  missionaries)  needs  to 
strengthen  its  mission  program  and 
encourage  a  greater  percentage  of 
students  to  enter  missions  -  a  50% 
ratio  would  be  a  good  start. 

2.  The  bases  of  the  Society  must  be 
broadened,  which  means  that  the  Na- 
tional Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  must  grow.  Churches  of 
over  150  members  should  seriously 
consider  the  planting  of  a  new  church 
in  the  next  five  years. 

3.  Grace  Brethren  missionaries 
need  to  face  the  reality,  the  mission 
alone  cannot  possibly  provide  the 
funds  and  personnel  needed  for  this 
mammoth  task.  We  must  enlist  the 
cooperation  of  the  national  church  in 
meeting  personnel  needs  for  the 
cooperative  church  programs  and  in 
the  missionary  thrust  (cross  cultural, 
cross  linguistic)  of  the  national 
church  itself. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
changing  of  the  times  and  in  the  pro- 
cess of  sophistication,  we  are  in 
danger  of  losing  two  vital  elements, 
not  only  in  the  missions  program,  but 
in  the  whole  character  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith  as  it  pertains  to  the  Grace 
Brethren  church.  These  elements  are: 
loyalty  and  urgency.  The  loss  of  these 
added  to  the  erosion  of  prayer  and 
financial  support  needs,  would  seal  us 
off  from  any  effective  mission 
advance. 

The  Assembly  of  God  people  seem 
to  be  proud  that  they  are  Assembly  of 
God.  They  had  an  85%  increase  since 
1970.  The  Southern  Baptists  seem 
proud  to  be  Baptists.  They  had  a  22% 
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increase  since  1970.  The  Christian 
Missionary  Alliance  seem  to  be  proud 
that  they  are  CMA.  They  had  a  5.4% 
increase  in  1984  as  did  the  Men- 
nonites with  an  8.6%  increase.  The 
Grace  Brethren  Church  registered  no 
increase  in  the  United  States.  Surely 
this  should  be  cause  for  concern  and 
reflection. 

The  second  vital  element  that  is  be- 
ing eroded  from  our  thinking  is  the 
element  of  urgency  -  the  urgency  to 
preach  the  gospel,  not  because  men 
are  poor  or  psychologically  disturbed 
or  have  a  poor  self-image  or  merely  to 
get  it  all  together,  but  because  men 
are  lost  and  facing  an  eternity 
separated  from  God.  The  sense  of  sin 
has  been  left  behind  (see  Newsweek. 
9/19/83),  and  men  do  not  recognize 
their  desperate  state. 

God  forbid  that  this  should  be  so  in 
the  approach  of  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  to  the  task.  Rather,  may  we 
respond  to  the  voice  of  our  Lord  as  He 
calls  us  to  consider  the  hard  com- 
mitments of  our  ministry  as  well  as 
the  easy  ones: 


1.  lb  total  surrender  to  Christ  and 
growth  in  Him.  (Luke  9:23-24.  Philip- 
pians  3:10) 

2.  To  a  life  that  is  not  determined  by 
consideration  ol  our  own  well-being  - 
the  safety  of  our  lives.  (Luke  14:26) 

3.  Tb  preach  the  whole  counsel  of 
God,  including  sin,  hell,  repentance, 
justification,  and  heaven.  (Acts  20:27) 

4.  Brethren,  preach  with  conviction, 
compassion,  and  with  all  our  might. 
It  is  not  characteristic  of  Grace 
Brethren  pastors  and  missionaries  to 
be  dull  and  unenthusiastic.  (Romans 
1:16) 

The  salvation  of  souls  and  the 
planting  of  churches  is  our  business. 
Let  us  continue  to  do  it  well  for  the 
glory  of  our  God  until  Jesus  Christ 
returns,  herjld 
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John  W.  Zielasho  is  General  Director  of  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions.  He  and  his  wife 
Jean  serued  as  missionaries  In  Brazil  for 
several  years  before  returning  to  the  U.S.to 
work  In  the  home  office.  Jack  and  Jean  have 
four  children  (all  married)  and  are  members 
of  the  Winona  Lake  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


HERALD/  May  1986 


11 


F  M  S 


A 


For  Foreign 
Missions 


by  WENDELL  KENT 


H 


i  ave  you  noticed  recently  the 
disappearance  of  many  things  which 
used  to  be  quite  common?  Toothpicks 
for  instance.  It's  getting  so  you  can't 
ever  find  one.  And  eight-tracks  are 
fading  fast.  What  ever  happened  to 
Rubick's  Cube?  It  seems  a  long  time 
since  I  saw  a  watch  that  winds. 

These  and  other  mysterious  disap- 
pearances cause  us  to  wonder  what 
else  might  soon  be  just  a  memory. 
Maybe  Foreign  Missions,  for  instance. 

Is  the  practice  of  sending  mis- 
sionaries something  that  is  a  relic  of 
simpler  times,  soon  to  be  forgotten? 

Legitimate  questions. 

Foreign  Missions  has  always  had  its 
critics.  They  can  be  placed  in  at  least 
4  groups. 

(1)  The  friendly  critics.  Those  who 
see  defects  in  the  missions  program, 
or  think  they  do.  Consequently  these 
people  are  fairly  neutral  about  in- 
volvement in  it. 

(2)  The  jealous  critics,  ones  who  feel 
threatened  by  missions.  Parents  who 
could  lose  their  children  to  the  cause. 
Pastors  who  may  see  the  church 
budget  being  tapped  too  severely.  Out- 
siders who  resent  any  interference  by 
religious  do-gooders. 

(3)  The  intellectual  critics.  Those 
who  put  forth  what  they  consider  to 
be  strong  arguments  against  the 
whole  rationale  of  missions. 

(4)  The  ignorant  critics.  People  who 
haven't  bothered  to  investigate  but 
just  know  foreign  missions  is  a  waste 
of  anyone's  time,  talent,  and  money. 

Let's  assume  for  instance,  you  the 
reader  were  friendly.  You  aren't 
against  foreign  missions.  You  just 
have  a  few  questions  that  seem  to 
make  a  lot  of  sense.  You  wonder 
whether  the  answers  might  be  pretty 
devastating  to  the  whole  business  of 
sending  people  overseas.  Questions 
such  as  -  why  should  anybody  leave 
the  country  to  serve  the  Lord  when 
the  needs  are  so  great  here  at  home? 
What  if  everybody  went  overseas? 
Can  we  afford  to  support  missionaries 
when  we're  barely  meeting  our  ex- 
penses in  our  U.S.  churches? 

I  promise  to  come  back  to  those 
questions.  First,  let's  see  if  we  agree 
on  several  matters. 
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1.  THE  LIMITLESS  COMMISSION 

Jesus  said,  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world."  "Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me  .  . .  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth."  It  could  hardly  be  more  clear. 
Orders  given  by  the  Head  of  the 
church  were  to  spread  the  gospel 
message  worldwide.  Somebody  must 
go- 

Those  orders  were  given  at  a  time 
when  it  could  hardly  be  argued  there 
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We  can't  limit  ourselves 
to  the  world  we're 
familiar  with. 

was  a  solid,  secure  church  in  the 
homeland  (Jerusalem)  that  could  af- 
ford the  financial  and  personnel 
strain  of  sending  out  missionaries.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  wasn't  long  before 
the  overseas  churches  were  sending 
offerings  back  to  help  the  home  base 
(are  you  listening,  overseas  friends?). 
If  the  Christians  of  Jerusalem  and  An- 
tioch  had  waited  until  the  economic 
picture  looked  brighter.  I  doubt  if 
Christianity  would  ever  have  left  the 
country. 

2.  THE  LOPSIDED  SITUATION 

I'm  a  coffee  drinker  who  likes  to  add 
sugar.  Coffee  alone  is  too  bitter  for  my 
taste.  There  have  been  times  when 
the  lack  of  something  to  stir  the  sugar 
has  been  a  very  frustrating  problem. 
It's  too  hot  to  use  your  finger  and 
paper  clips  don't  do  the  job.  I  know 
the  sugar  is  in  the  cup,  yet  it  is  all 
settled  on  the  bottom. 

Christianity  has  found  its  way  into 
the  world  but  the  problem  is  --  most 
of  its  workers  have  settled  in  one 
place.  It  is  estimated  that  9%  of  the 
present  world  population  speaks 
English  and  that  94%  of  the  Christian 
workers  of  the  world  minister  to  that 
9%.  Somehow  the  concentration  of 
Christians  must  be  stirred  up  so  that 
it  melts  into  the  rest  of  the  world. 


What  a  luxury  of  leadership  we 
have  in  our  Christian  society.  When 


one  of  our  pastors  resigns  or  a 
denominational  leader  moves  on,  we 
may  agonize  over  the  change  and 
wonder  why  it  happens  --  but  we 
know  the  post  will  be  filled.  The 
search  committee  will  make  quite  a 
list,  and  if  one  doesn't  suit,  there  are 
others. 

Not  so  in  other  places  of  the  world. 
Who  will  pastor  the  church  in  Ger- 
many where  the  men  are  still  unwill- 
ing to  leave  the  state-run  church? 
Who  will  teach  the  seminary  class  in 
Africa,  where  there  are  almost  no  col- 
lege graduates  in  the  churches?  Who 
will  translate  the  Bible;  prepare  study 
materials,  counsel  the  fearful, 
organize  the  church,  and  preach  the 
truth  in  lands  where  Christianity  is  a 
novelty  and  leadership  simply  doesn't 
exist? 

4.  LOGICAL  CONCLUSIONS 

Now,  having  faced  the  situation, 
what  can  we  conclude  as  to  our 
responsibility  towards  it  all?  Those 
questions  we  first  raised  should  be  a 
little  easier  to  answer  now. 

1.  Why  should  anybody  leave  the 
country?  Our  Commander-in-Chief 
gave  orders  to  go  beyond  the  home 
borders.  The  Christian  Church  has  no 
choice  but  to  be  involved  in  foreign 
missions. 

2.  Should  everybody  go?  Of  course 
not.  To  say  everyone  must  be  a  mis- 
sionary is  like  saying  everyone  should 
be  a  pastor.  A  foreign  missionary  is  a 
very  specialized  career. 

3.  Aren't  the  needs  at  home  very 
great?  Certainly  they  are.  The  un- 
saved in  America  are  every  bit  as  im- 
portant to  God  as  the  unsaved  over- 
seas. We  should  be  promoters  of  home 
missions.  But  we  can't  limit  ourselves 
to  the  world  we're  familiar  with.  We're 
supposed  to  go  to  the  "uttermost 
part." 

4.  Can  we  afford  to  support  foreign 
missionaries?  I  don't  think  we  can  af- 
ford not  to.  Not  only  would  we  be 
disobedient  to  the  "Chief,"  but  we 
would  be  damaging  our  own  promise 
of  blessing.  Think  about  it.  Aren't  the 
churches  who  are  really  going  places 
today  also  the  ones  with  a  bold  mis- 
sions program?  This  ought  to  tell  us 
something. 


5.  What  if  everybody  went  overseas? 
It  would  be  disaster.  We  need  strong, 
vibrant  churches  here  at  home.  We 
need  to  be  reaching  our  communities 
for  Christ.  We  need  to  be  active  in 
reaching  our  neighbors  across  the 
street.  But  we're  "looking  for  a  few 
good  men  and  women"  (to  borrow  a 
phrase  from  the  Marines)  to  carry  the 
message  beyond  our  own  borders, 
and  in  order  to  be  successful,  we  must 
have  an  army  of  loyal  supporters  at 
home. 

Foreign  missions  is  not  an  option 
we  can  ignore.  It  is  a  duty  we  must  ex- 
plore. With  21/2  billion  people  who  still 
have  not  heard  the  gospel  message  in 
any  clear  way,  the  task  is  tremendous. 
Some  have  estimated  the  population 
of  the  world  in  Jesus'  time  was  275 
million.  That  world  which  He  told  His 
disciples  to  saturate  with  the  gospel 
has  now  grown  to  4.6  billion.  There 
are  more  than  5000  languages  with 
no  Scripture.  There  are  80,000  peo- 
ple dying  every  day.  16,750  un- 
reached people  groups  have  been 
identified.  People  are  moving  into 
cities  so  fast  that  a  city  the  size  of 
Chicago  is  said  to  develop  every 
month.  New  generations  are  taking 
over.  Forty  percent  of  the  world  is 
under  16  years  of  age.  Atheism, 
humanism,  and  materialism  are  the 
trinity  most  people  know  far  more 
about  than  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  job  is  far  from  finished.  Dare  we 
slacken  our  efforts  at  such  a  time  as 
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d*  he  American  missionary,  ideal- 
ly, should  be  a  catalyst  to  begin  a  pro- 
cess. The  real  and  lasting  work  of  the 
church,  however,  belongs  to  the  na- 
tional. That  is  an  easy  goal  to  outline 
on  paper.  A  much  tougher  one  to 
draw  into  reality. 

It  is  a  different  task.  In  order  to  help 
alleviate  some  of  the  transitional  pro- 
blems, the  Grace  Seminary  Extension 
in  Europe  was  started  last  summer  at 
the  Chateau  de  St.  Albain  in  France. 

If  the  purpose  of  the  extension  had 
to  be  reduced  to  one  word,  that  word 
would  be  Discipleship.  The  Seminary 
offers    a    graduate    level    program 
leading    to    a    diploma    in    Biblical 
studies.  A  curriculum  of  40  semester 
hours  is  taught  over  at  least  four  sum- 
mers. Each  summer  session  consists 
of  two   3-week   terms.    Classes   are 
taught  five  days  a  week,  five  hours  a 
day. 

The  program  is  aimed  primarily  at 
the  European. 

"We  are  interested  in  training  Euro- 
peans to  become  church  leaders," 
says  Trevor  Craigen,  coordinator  of 
Biblical  studies  for  Grace  European 
Missions.  "We  hope  it  will  have  the  ef- 
fect of  enabling  missionaries  who  are 
engaged  in  church  planting  to  find  a 
program  that  can  help  them  train  and 
disciple  their  people." 

The  Chateau,  located  in  central 
Europe,  was  considered  to  be  an  ideal 
spot  for  the  extension. 

An 

Extended 
Ministry 

The  idea  is,  at  once,  simple  and  profound: 
European  churches  should  be  run  by  the 
European. 

"To  drag  Europeans  all  the  way  to 
Winona  Lake  to  get  their  training  has 

by  ROB  WILKINS 

to   be   a   colossal   waste   of  God's 
money,"  says  Dr.  John  Whitcomb, 
who  helped  spark  the  original  idea 
and  teaches  at  the  extension. 

"It  also  seems  to  contradict  the 
whole  program  of  discipleship  which 
Biblically  seems  to  be:  'Train  a  man 
in  his  own  home  territory  where  he  is 
to  do  God's  work  in  the  place  where 
He  has  called  him.'" 

Craigen  says  the  program  is  offered 
during  the  summers  only  so  that  a 
man  can  continue  working  in  the 
church. 

"We  are  looking  very  much  at  a 
target  group  of  leaders  or  potential 
leaders    who    will    have    ministry 
responsibilities,"  Craigen  says.  "We 
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want  them  to  stay  involved  in  the 
ministry  and  also  be  able  to  get  train- 
ing." 

Missionaries,  Craigen  observes,  are 
often  pressed  for  time.  Discipleship 
can  suffer. 

"The  average  missionary  seems  to 
be  so  busy,"  Craigen  says.  "He's  hit 
the  ground  running  and  he  hasn't 
stopped  since  leaving  language 
school.  There  is  so  much  time  taken 
in  preparing  messages  (in  another 
language)  and  making  contacts  to  get 


"We  hope  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  enabling  mis- 
sionaries who  are  engag- 
ed in  church  planting  to 
find  a  program  that  can 
help  them  train  and 
disciple  their  people." 

a  church  planted,  that  the  idea  of  be- 
ing able  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  quali- 
ty time  with  a  man  who  will  become 
a  leader  is  not  a  top  priority." 

There  are  limitations  with  the  pro- 
gram. First  of  all,  the  lectures  are  in 
English.  However,  students  can  make 
arrangements  to  write  term  papers, 
take  tests  and  do  collateral  reading  in 
their  native  languages. 

The  language  barrier,  is  not  a  ma- 
jor obstacle. 

"English  is  the  binding  language  of 
Europe,"  Craigen  says.  "Whenever 
Europeans  have  to  communicate  to 
each  other  and  they  can't  use  their 
mother  tongues,  they  use  English. 
Most  Europeans  have  a  working 
knowledge  of  English." 

The  facilities  at  the  Chateau  are 
also  limited.  Currently  rooms  are  be- 
ing renovated  to  provide  additional 
classroom  and  library  space.  Money 
is  being  sought  to  construct  another 
12  bedrooms. 

The  extension  is  also  not  ac- 
credited. Only  a  diploma  in  Biblical 
studies  is  currently  available. 
However,  credits  earned  in  Europe 
could  be  transferable  if  the  student 
pursues  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  at 
Winona  Lake. 


The  groups  involved  in  starting  the 
extension  -  Grace  Seminary,  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
European  Field  Council  -  are  also  try- 
ing to  limit  the  size  of  the  effort 
initially. 

"Frankly,"  says  Dr.  Whitcomb,  "we 
want  to  start  very  small  because  we 
want  to  start  off  sure  of  what  we  are 
doing.  We  don't  want  to  start  off  with 
a  gigantic  thing  and  watch  it  fizzle 
because  of  lack  of  planning." 

"We  have  seen  so  many  North 
American  programs  rushing  into 
Europe,  half-baked,  inadequately 
thought  through  with  a  big  splash, 
big  money,  big  noise  and  then  after  a 
while,  you  know,  two,  three,  four 
years,  the  question  is  sort  of 
whispered  around:  'Where  are  they?'" 

The  extension  has  started  slowly. 
Last  year,  11  students  attended  - 
seven  of  them  European  nationals. 
Estimates  for  next  summer,  however, 
range  between  30  and  35  students. 

Contacts  are  being  made 
throughout  fundamental  evangelical 
circles  within  Europe,  says  Craigen. 
Very  few  Biblical  seminaries  exist  in 
Europe. 

The  vision  and  need  are  not  limited. 

"There  is  a  large  need  for  this  type 
of  education  in  Europe,"  says  Dr. 
Whitcomb. 

"I  think,"  says  Craigen,  "that  any 
missionary  with  any  common  sense 
begins  to  realize  he  has  to  have 
leaders  in  his  church  who  can  even- 
tually stand  on  their  own  two  feet.  In 

I  1 

"Any  missionary  with 
any  common  sense 
begins  to  realize  he  has 
to  have  leaders  in  his 
church  who  can  even- 
tually stand  on  their 
own  two  feet." 

other  words,  there  must  be 
discipleship.  From  my  conversations 
and  traveling  around,  I'm  not  sure 
there  is  a  consistent  discipleship 
ministry  taking  place  on  the  mission 
field  in  Europe." 


By  providing  teaching  from  a  solid 
Scriptural  base,  the  extension  hopes 
to  be  able  to  help  train  and  disciple 
European  leaders. 

Courses  will  be  taught  by  various 
seminary  professors.  Faculty 
members  to  be  involved  in  the 
seminary  will  be:  Whitcomb,  Craigen, 
Dr.  D.  Wayne  Knife,  Dr.  John  A. 
Sproule,  and,  possibly,  Dr.  James 
Nesbitt. 

Courses  required  during  the  4-year 
program  will  be:  God  and  Revelation; 
Hermeneutics;  Christ  and  the  Spirit; 
Church  History;  God  and  the  World; 
Free  Church  Distinctives;  Salvation 
and  the  Christian  Life;  Seminar  on 
the  Major  Cults;  The  Kingdom  and 
the  Church;  Christian  Evidences  and 
Apologetics;  Biblical  Eschatology;  Old 
Testament  Introduction;  New  Testa- 
ment Introduction;  the  Place  of 
Preaching  in  the  Pastoral  Ministry; 
and  two  electives. 

The  progress  of  the  extension  has 
been  "better  than  expected." 

"We're  definitely  out  of  the  dream 
stage,"  Craigen  says.  "Some  concrete 
steps  have  been  taken." 

However,  Craigen  warns,  there  is 
still  a  possibility  of  failure. 

"I  don't  think  you  can  enter  into  a 
project  like  this  without  at  least  think- 
ing about  failure  from  time  to  time," 
Craigen  says.  "A  project  of  this  nature 
is  so  brand  new  and  you  don't  have 
anyone  else  to  turn  to.  You  have  no 
role  model  to  follow.  You  are  doing 
something  which  is  an  adventure  in 
a  sense." 

An  adventure  which  could  be 
critical  to  the  long-term  success  of 
European  missions. 

"Our  long-term  goal,"  Whitcomb 
says,  "is  to  train  Europeans.  That  is 
what  indigineous  church  planting 
and  missions  are  all  about.  After  all, 
the  Europeans  are  going  to  be  around 
here  a  lot  longer  than  we  are."  hcr^ld 


Wllklns  is  the  director  of  information  Ser- 
vices at  Grace  Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the  publications 
and  promotional  materials  of  the  Develop- 
ment Department. 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Wayne 
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Mrs.  Madeline  E.  Brubaker 
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Bracker 

In  memory  of: 
Given  by: 

In  memory  of: 
Given  by: 

Ron  PicarrJ 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gordon 

Bracker 

In  memory  of: 
Given  by: 

Larry  Castaldi 

Mr.  Loren  Miller 

Dr.  Norman  Uphouse 

Mrs.  Miriam  Uphouse 

Mrs.  Beth  Battis 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Kolbe 

Lorrie  Shaver 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Miles  Cason 

Seth  Marquart 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Ernie  Ringier 

Larry  Castaldi 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  Blaine 

Mikesell 

Marguerite  Flasher 

Mr.  Vinton  Flasher 

William  J.  Plaster 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  David  R. 
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The 

Program 

Donation:  Mr.  Mark  Sanders 
Corporation:  R.R.  Donnelley  &  Sons,  Inc. 

Donation:  Mr.  G.  Martin  Wynkoop 
Corporation:  Squibb  Corporation 

Donation:  Mr.  C.  Fred  Nieter 
Corporation:  The  Pillsbury  Co. 

Donation:  Mr.  H.  David  Snider 
Mr.  Lester  Warner 
Corporation:  U.S.  Air,  Inc. 

Donation:  Mr.  Gary  Smith 
Corporation:  Church  &  Dwight  Co.,  Inc. 

Donation:  Mr.  Ron  Kinley 
Mr.  Dan  Gehrke 
Corporation:  United  Telephone  of  Indiana 

Donation:  Mr.  George  Piatt 
Corporation:  Victor  Weaver,  Inc. 

Donation:  Mrs.  Heidi  Linn 
Corporation:  R.R.  Donnelley  &  Sons,  Inc. 

Donation:  Mr.  Martin  Lundberg 
Mr.  Ron  Tanglin 
Mr.  Roger  Moore 
Corporation:  IBM  Corporation 


Donation:  Mr.  Andrew  Bailey 
Corporation:  The  Indiana  National  Bank 

Donation:  Mrs.  Ray  Kozar 
Corporation:  Society  Corporation 

Donation:  Mr.  Robert  L.  Hartwiger 
Mr.  Jack  Plunk 
Corporation:  Bethlehem  Steel  Corporation 

Donation:  Mr.  Ronald  Wales 

Corporation:  Texaco,  Inc. 

Donation:  Miss.  Janine  Zeltwanger 
Corporation:  Peat,  Marwick,  Mitchell 
Foundation 

Donation.  Mr.  Aubrey  Ridenour 
Corporation:  Dana  Corporation 

Donation:  Mr.  Larry  Mueller 
Corporation:  Textron  Charitable  Trust 

Donation:  Mr.  James  Burnell 
Mr.  Lavern  Clark 
Mr.  Tom  Ringers 
Mr.  Melvin  Lesh 
Mr.  Craig  Poyner 
Mr.  Jim  Murray 
Mr.  Orlin  Henry 
Corporation:  John  Deere  Foundation 

Donation:  Mr.  Roy  Culbertson 
Mr.  Henry  Hoffman 
Corporation:  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber 
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NEWS  UPDATE 


Annual  Address  Changes 

Rockafellow,  Michael:  P.O.  Box  446, 

London,  OH  43140-0446 

Carroll,  Jeffry  A.:  8715  Garden  Road, 

Maumee,  OH  43537-9751 

Ryan  Michael:  549  Staples  Ave.,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94112-1827 

Grace  Brethren  Church:  12807  S.  E. 

Division,  Portland,  OR  97235 

Polman,  Gerald:  Box  385,  Winona  Lake, 

IN  46590 

Pifer,  Lester  E.:  6602  23rd  Ave.  W., 

Bradenton,  FL  33529 

Ocala  Grace  Brethren  Church:  c/o 

Pastor  Chuck  Davis,  80  N.  E.  52nd 

Ave.,  Ocala,  FL  32670 

Deaths 

Pennsylvania,  Johnstown:  Turney, 

Patricia,  42.  March  2,  1986.  Riverside 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Dr.  Russel  D. 

Barnard,  87.  March  10,  1986.  Dr.  Barnard 

was  the  first  full  time  General  Director  of 

Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions,  serving 

from  1947  until  1966.  Winona  Lake  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Aleppo:  McCraken, 

Wayne,  62.  January  26,  1986.  Aleppo 

Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Meyersdale:  Compton, 

Ruth,  85.  February  24,  1986.  Meyersdale 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Dilling,  John  E., 

71.  March  4,  1986.  Winona  Lake  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Martinsburg:  Stern,  Eva 

V.,  90.  March  5,  1986.  Martinsburg  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Berne:  Parr,  Jim.  March  11, 

1986.  Bethel  Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Duncansville:  Hillgrass, 

Ruby  Ringler,  69.  February  22,  1986. 

Leamersville  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Duncansville:  Weltmer, 

Ralph,  M.,  84.  March  5,  1986. 

Leamersville  Grace  Brethren  Church; 

Melrose  Gardens  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Kuhn,  Bertha,  77. 
April  1,  1986.  Winona  Lake  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Kennedy,  Minnie, 
86.  April  2,  1986.  First  Brethren  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Pennsylvania,  Meyerstown:  Keener, 
Mary,  67.  February  14,  1986.  Meyerstown 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Maryland,  Hagerstown:  Kleppinger, 
Janet.  April  5,  1986.  Hagerstown  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Marriages 

West  Virgina,  Grafton:  Tina  Williams  and 
Michael  Thorn,  February  14,  1986.  First 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Michigan,  Lake  Odessa:  Stephanie 
Brown  and  Bret  Senters,  March  22,  1986. 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Meyerstown:  Connie 
Bowman  and  Randall  Grove,  February  8, 
1986.  Meyerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Meyerstown:  Jan  Shirk 
and  James  Brewer,  February  14,  1986. 
Meyerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  GBC  Christian 
Education's  Timothy  Team  program  com- 
pleted a  successful  semester,  training  and 
discipling  22  Grace  College  students  in 
youth  ministry.  Steve  and  Bonnie  Garcia 
led  a  team  to  the  Maumee  Valley  GBC, 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Roily  and  Jennifer  Ortega 
led  a  team  to  Lake  Odessa,  Michigan 
GBC;  and  Jim  and  Stephanie  Folsom  led 
a  team  to  the  Calvary  Grace  Brethren 
Church  at  Alto,  Michigan. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Academic  Dean, 
Dr.  Vance  Yoder  recently  released  the 
1985  fall  semester's  dean's  list.  The 
dean's  list  is  composed  of  full-time 
students  in  the  highest  two  percent  of 
the  student  body. 

Seniors  include:  Jennifer  Adriansen, 
Christopher  Burris,  Diane  Cocks,  Mark 
Danielson,  Florence  Hanna,  Sharon 
Johnson  and  David  Moyer.  Also  named 


was  junior  Susan  Boyle;  sophomores 
Mary  Hicks,  Sandra  Hochstedler,  Lira 
Tollison;  and  freshmen  Emily  Walter  and 
Richard  White. 

North  Carolina,  Ridgecrest:  Over  80 
Grace  Brethren  pastors  and  youth  workers 
participated  in  GBC  Christian  Education's 
Ridgecrest  '86,  April  7-11.  The  week  pro- 
vided encouragement,  relaxtion  and  new 
ideas  for  these  church  workers. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  GBC  Christian 
Education  anticipates  an  exciting  summer 
in  giving  young  adults  exposure  to  mis- 
sions. Thirteen  people  will  be  attending 
the  Latin  American  Missions  Institute, 
May  31 -June  30.  23  young  people  will  at- 
tend the  Euro-Missions  Institute.  The  CE 
office  also  reports  eight  TIME  workers  are 
currently  serving  overseas  and  at  the 
Brethren  Navajo  Missions.  Nine  more 
young  adults  will  arrive  on  fields  next 
month. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Five  cities  in  the 
United  States  have  been  adopted  as 
Home  Mission  points,  according  to  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Thompson,  executive  director 
of  the  Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions 
Council.  Grace  Brethren  ministries  at 
Macedonia,  Ohio;  Hartford,  Connecticut; 
Ludlow,  Massachusetts;  Bradenton, 
Florida;  and  Dallas  Texas  were  adopted  by 
the  Council's  board  of  directors  during 
their  March  meeting  in  Winona  Lake,  IN. 
The  work  at  Macedonia  was  begun  last 
fall  under  the  direction  of  Pastor  Ron 
Boehm  and  in  cooperation  with  the 
Council  and  the  Northeastern  Ohio  District 
Missions  Board.  Located  in  northern 
Summit  County,  it  is  a  bedroom  com- 
munity for  Cleveland  and  is  an  area 
which  has  a  great  need  for  a  Bible- 
teaching,  soul-winning  Grace  Brethren 
ministry. 

Hartford,  Connecticut  will  be  the  focus 
of  the  pioneer  church  planting  efforts  of 
Pastor  Louie  Huesman,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Council  and  the  North  Atlantic 
District  Mission  Board.  The  Huesmans 
will  be  moving  to  the  area  this  fall  to 
begin  the  new  ministry.  This  will  be  the 
first  Grace  Brethren  Church  for  the  state 
of  Connecticut. 

Jim  and  Mary  Hunt  will  soon  be 
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moving  from  Saratoga  Springs,  New 
York  to  a  new  work  in  Ludlow 
Massachusetts.  They  will  focus  their 
time  on  firmly  establishing  this  new 
ministry,  which  is  also  the  first  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  the  state.  Ludlow  is 
located  about  14  miles  from  Springfield. 

Retired  GBHMC  executive  secretary, 
Dr.  Lester  E.  Piter  began  work  in 
December  in  the  Grace  Brethren  Church 
of  Bradenton,  Florida  in  cooperation 
with  the  Suncoast  District.  Rev.  Ralph 
Hall,  an  architect  formerly  with  Grace 
Brethren  Building  Ministries,  and  Rev. 
Lynn  Schrock,  a  retired  Grace  Brethren 
pastor  and  missionary,  are  also  a  vital 
part  of  the  church  planting  team. 

A  group  of  enthusiastic,  committed 
Grace  Brethren  people  met  late  in  the 
winter  to  form  the  long-time  desired 
Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas. 
The  first  worship  service  was  held  in 
mid-March.  Rev.  Ron  Guiles  has  been 
called  as  the  pastor.  He  and  his  wife, 
Irene,  will  arrive  on  the  field  in  June. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  David  Marksbury 
will  join  the  staff  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Mission  Council  in  June  as 
Western  Director.  The  announcement 
was  made  by  Dr.  Robert  W.  Thompson, 
executive  director  of  the  Council  during 
the  March  meeting  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sions board  of  directors. 

As  Western  Director,  Marksbury  will 
oversee  the  GBHMC  church  planting  ef- 
forts in  the  Artie,  Hawaii,  Mountain- 
Plains,  Nor-Cal,  Northwest,  Southern 
California-Arizona,  and  Southwest 
Districts,  in  addition  to  six  states  in  that 
region  which  currently  do  not  have  a 
Grace  Brethren  ministry  (Idaho,  Mon- 
tana, Nevada,  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota  and  Utah). 

Marksbury  has  pastored  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church  at  Kent,  Washington 
since  1979.  Prior  to  that,  he  was 
associate  pastor  at  the  Bellflower 
Brethren  Church,  Bellflower,  California, 
from  1974  to  1979  and  administrator 
and  merchandiser  with  the  Wohl  Shoe 
Company  from  1965  to  1974.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  California  State  University  at 
Long  Beach  and  Talbot  Theological 


Seminary.  He  and  his  wife,  Claudia, 
have  four  children,  Kathi  Dullaart,  of 
California,  and  Andy,  Amanda  and  Matt, 
at  home. 

Hawaii,  Wahiawa:  The  Waipio  Grace 
Brethren  Church  recently  baptized  11 
new  members.  Last  year  19  were 
baptized. 

Hawaii,  Wahiawa:  The  Waipio  Grace 
Brethren  Church  recently  held  a  church 
service  at  the  Oahu  State  Prison.  4  per- 
sons came  forward  to  accept  Christ  and 
2  for  commitment  to  christian  living. 
Florida,  Orlando:  The  Grace  Brethren 
Church  of  Orlando,  Florida  is  celebrating 
its  tenth  anniversary  in  their  building  at 
Apopka-Vineland  Road.  Rededication 
services  will  be  held  June  1. 
Florida,  Orlando:  Pastor  Tom  Avery  of 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Orlando 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
December  14,  1985.  Pastors  involved  in 
the  service  included  Rev.  Ed  Jackson, 
Rev.  R.  Paul  Miller,  and  Rev.  Ken 
Koontz.  Avery  has  been  at  Orlando  for 
five  years  serving  previously  as  Youth 
and  Music  Director  at  the  Maitland 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Virginia,  AltaVista:  Rev.  Robert  H. 
Juday  has  announced  his  resignation 
has  pastor  of  the  Altavista  Brethren 
Church.  He  and  his  family  have  been 
appointed  to  the  Philippines  in  a  church 
planting  ministry  with  the  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
Their  expected  departure  date  is 
September  1986. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  We  receive  a 
large  number  of  letters  from  individuals 
who  would  like  to  use  their  talents  for 
the  Lord  as  it  relates  to  writing.  Here  is 
an  opportunity  to  write  for  Daily 
Devotions,  a  quarterly  devotional 
booklet  for  the  Brethren.  You  may  sub- 
mit scripts  about  325  words  in  length. 
Also  include  scripture  verses  for 
reading.  Scripts  will  not  be  returned,  so 
make  a  copy  for  yourself.  If  you  script 
is  accepted,  we  will  inform  you  of  the 
publication  date.  Pastors  and  laypersons 
materials  will  be  accepted.  Your  script, 


if  accepted,  will  carry  your  name  and 
city/state  location.  This  is  an  opportuni- 
ty to  share  your  talents  and  blessings 
with  others.  No  fees  will  be  paid  for 
scripts.  Address  scripts  to  the  Brethren 
Missionary  Herald,  Daily  Devotions,  Box 
544,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 
Maryland,  Hagerstown:  Daniel  S. 
Eshleman  has  resigned  at  Valley  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Hagerstown,  MD  and 
has  accepted  the  pastorate  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  PA  Grace  Brethren  Church.  He 
will  begin  his  ministry  July  1,  1986. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  The  Grace 
Brethren  Board  of  Evangelism  is  seeking 
the  leading  of  the  Lord  in  the  future 
direction  of  their  ministry.  They  would 
appreciate  any  input  you  may  have. 
Since  the  passing  of  Ron  Picard,  they 
have  not  had  a  representative  on  the 
field  for  the  work  of  the  evangelism. 
Any  suggestions  to  personnel  or  help  to 
them  would  be  appreciated.  You  may 
contact  the  president  of  the  Board, 
Pastor  Ron  Thompson,  R.  R.  11,  Box 
237  Robin  Circle,  Roanoke,  VA  24019; 
or  by  calling  703-992-4445. 
Michigan,  Lansing:  Gerald  Polman  has 
a  set  of  bound  HERALDS  for  sale, 
volumes  2-46,  1940-84.  Anyone  in- 
terested contact  Gerald  Polman,  405 
Harvest  Lake,  Lansing,  Ml  48917. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  28  volumes  of 
bound  Missionary  HERALD  magazines 
for  sale.  Includes  issues  from  1940-1970, 
with  the  exception  of  years  1941,  1943 
and  1968.  If  interested  in  the  set  for 
$450,  contact  Clyde  Landrum,  1108 
Chestnut  Ave.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 
Virgina,  Roanoke:  Pastor  Jeff  Dunkle 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches 
on  February  16,  1986.  The  service  was 
held  at  the  Ghent  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  has  served  as 
Associate  Pastor  for  seven  years. 
Maryland,  Waldorf:  Pastor  Jeffrey 
Thomley  was  ordained  April  20,  1986  at 
the  Waldorf  Grace  Brethren  Church.  In 
June  of  1979  he  became  a  staff  member 
at  Temple  Hills  to  begin  church  planting 
ministries  in  Waldorf  and  Frederick  and 
assist  with  the  youth  at  Temple  Hills. 
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A  short-term  missions  experience  has  left  a 
long-term  impact  on  the  Triplehorns. 


nd  while  they  were 
ministering  to  the  Lord  and  fasting, 
the  Holy  Spirit  said,  'set  apart  for  me 
Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work  to 
which  I  have  called  them'"  Acts  13:2. 
Most  people  view  this  as  Paul's  call- 
ing to  the  mission  field.  Certainly  this 
was  a  pivotal  event  in  his  life  but  his 
calling  had  occurred  "from  his 
mother's  womb"  (Galatians  1:15),  as 
had  Jeremiah's  (Jeremiah  1:15). 

Often  the  Lord  uses  events  in  peo- 
ple's lives  to  shape  and  prepare  them, 
even  thought  at  that  time,  they  may 
not  see  the  connection  with  the 
future.  My  wife  and  I  have  seen  how 
God  prepared  us  for  our  short-term 
missions  experience  in  Brazil  even 
before  we  were  saved.  However,  in 
spite  of  the  preparation,  we  en- 
countered the  unexpected  and  learn- 
ed a  great  deal.  No  matter  what  our 
course  in  life,  we  know  God  used  our 
12  weeks  in  the  TIME  (Training  In 
Missionary  Endeavor)  program  to 
prepare  us  for  our  future. 

When  I  was  six  years  old,  my  father 
accepted  a  position  with  an  interna- 
tional company  and  our  family  moved 
to  Brazil.  We  lived  there  for  two  years. 
At  that  early  age,  I  adapted  quickly  to 
the  culture  and  was  fairly  fluent  in  the 

riguage.  When  I  became  a  Christian 
years  later,  I  had  no  idea  my  new 
in  Christ  would  relate  to  Brazil. 

When  Lisa  and  I  were  married,  we 
prayed  about  whether  God  would  lead 
us  into  missions  but  we  felt  led  to  con- 
tinue my  work  for  a  PhD.  in  en- 
tomology (study  of  insects).  During 

y  studies,  we  met  George  Johnson. 

Grace  Brethren  missionary  to  north 
Brazil,  and  our  interests  in  missions 
grew.  After  talking  with  our  pastor. 
Bob  Fetterhoff  of  the  Wooster,  Ohio, 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  we  decided 
to  apply  for  GBC  Christian  Educa- 
tion's TIME  program  in  Brazil.  That 
was  a  difficult  decision  for  us  because 
it  meant  turning  down  a  research 
position  at  a  university.  Then  my 
mother  became  seriously  ill  and  we 
learned  that  Lisa  was  pregnant.  But 
we  still  felt  God  wanted  us  to  ex- 
perience missions.  We  decided  to  go 
to  Brazil. 

As  we  left  for  Brazil,  we  had  no  idea 
what  to  expect.  Since  I  had  been  there 
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before,  we  knew  it  would  not  be  like 
the  Tarzan  movies.  Yet,  I  had  never 
been  exposed  to  the  spiritual  aspects 
of  Brazil.  I  had  no  idea  what  minister- 
ing cross-culturally  would  be  like. 

When  we  arrived,  George  Johnson 
told  us  to  spend  as  much  time  with 
the  Brazilians  as  possible,  to  learn 
about  the  people  and  culture 
firsthand.  Good  advice.  Even  though 
Lisa  knew  no  Portuguese  and  I  had  all 
but  forgotten  what  I  knew,  we  found 
the  Brazilians  very  patient  with  our 
feeble  attempts  at  their  language.  Jim 
Johnson,  George  and  Evelyn's  son 
and  a  TIME  worker,  was  always  on 
hand  to  get  us  out  of  tight  spots. 

One  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the 
trip  was  the  fellowship  with  a 
Brazilian  who  did  not  know  a  word  of 
English. 

Lisa  and  I  were  painting  the  front 
of  the  Bible  Institute  one  day  when 
Adilson,  one  of  the  students,  came  to 
join  us.  Unemployed  and  a  father  of 
three  children,  Adilson  did  not  have 
enough  money  to  pay  the  token  tui- 
tion at  the  institute  though  he  was 
eager  to  study  the  Word. 

We  began  talking  about  the  Lord 
and  he  told  me  how  he  became  a 
Christian  through  his  brother  and 
missionary  Dan  Pettman.  I  sensed  a 
real  hunger  for  spiritual  growth  in  his 
life.  We  both  shared  a  desire  to  grow 


"I  can't  imagine  how 
what  we  learned  about 
Brazil  and  missions 
could  have  been  com- 
municated any  other 
way  but  by  us  being 
there  and  seeing  the 
work  firsthand." 

in  prayer.  He  told  me  some  Christians 
want  to  be  great  preachers  or  great 
evangelists  but  his  desire  was  to  focus 
on  knowing  God.  In  knowing  God,  he 
said  he  would  be  the  preacher, 
evangelist  or  whatever  God  wanted 
him  to  be. 

As  we  continued  painting,  I  thought 
of  the  price  he  was  paying  to  study 


the  Word  of  God:  the  long  bus  trip 
from  home  to  the  Bible  Institute,  the 
financial  sacrifice,  the  work.  Then  I 
thought  how  little  I  had  sacrificed  in 
my  walk  with  God. 

He  began  whistling,  "This  is  my 
story,  this  is  my  song.  Praising  my 
Savior  all  the  day  long."  If  I  were  in  his 
shoes,  would  I  have  the  same 
attitude? 

Lisa  and  I  were  able  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  other  Brazilian 
believers.  In  each  of  them  we  saw 


It  would  be  very  easy  to 
spend  the  rest  of  our 
lives  here.  But  whenever 
I  start  to  get  comfor- 
table, I  think  of  Adilson. 

some  of  the  same  hunger  to  know  the 
Lord,  but  so  few  people  were  able  to 
teach  them. 

Adilson  was  special  to  me  the  rest 
of  our  time  in  Brazil.  We  would  en- 
courage one  another  in  prayer.  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  preach  in  his 
church,  a  humbling  experience  to 
speak  to  the  men  of  the  church  who 
meet  daily  for  prayer  at  5:00  a.m. 

We  are  not  sure  if  Brazil  is  in  our 
future.  Currently  I  am  teaching  at 
Liberty  University,  Lynchburg, 
Virginia,  and  am  taking  classes  at  the 
at  the  seminary.  We  enjoy  Lynchburg, 
our  friends,  the  school  and  the 
students.  We  recently  bought  a  house. 
It  would  be  very  easy  to  spend  the  rest 
of  our  lives  here.  But  whenever  I  start 
to  get  comfortable,  I  think  of  Adilson. 
I  think  of  how  much  he  has  grown  in 
the  short  time  he  has  been  a  Christian 
and  the  price  he  has  paid  for  that 
growth.  I  wonder  how  many  more 
"Adilsons"  are  in  Brazil  just  waiting 
for  someone  to  disciple  them. 

God  is  still  speaking  to  us  about  our 
future  and  using  our  TIME  ex- 
perience to  deepen  or  spiritual  lives. 
We  continue  to  be  available  to  Him. 


Bruce  and  Lisa  Triplehorn  served  as  TIME 
workers  in  North  Brazil  in  1985.  Originally 
from  the  Wooster,  OH,  Grace  Brethren 
Church  they  now  minister  at  Liberty 
University.  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
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by  MIRIAM  PACHECO 


ENCOURAGHS 
GROWTH 


ing  Christ  (Women's  Missionary  Coun- 
cil). They  call  it  OTN  --  Women  of  the 
Good  News. 

We  usually  meet  once  a  month.  They 
meet  once  a  week. 

We  encourage  streamlined  meetings 
that  don't  consume  too  much  time.  They 
think  nothing  of  spending  three  hours 
for  an  afternoon's  typical  meeting. 

The  general  similarities  are  in  struc- 
ture -  both  groups  have  local,  district, 
and  national  organizations.  Basically, 
the  purpose  of  each  group  is  to  develop 
women  in  their  personal  spiritual  growth 
and  encourage  their  knowledge  and  in- 
volvement in  ministry. 

American  WMC's  main  emphasis  is 
on  foreign  and  home  missions  and  in- 
cludes ministering  to  the  local  church, 
SMM,  and  promoting  other  FGBC 
interests. 

African  OTN  groups  minister  to  local 
congregations  and  the  interests  of  the 
African  national  church. 

The  information  about  OTN  came 
from  Martine  Yougouda,  former  National 
President  of  OTN.  Twelve  years  ago  she 
came  to  the  U.S.  with  her  husband  so  he 
could  attend  Grace  Seminary. 

Martine  said  those  four  years  here 
helped  her  to  see  what  a  group  like  OTN 
could  accomplish.  Her  impression  of 
OTN  as  she  was  growing  up  was  it  was 


Two  organizations  for 
Grace  Brethren 
women  -  one  in 
Africa,  one  in 
America.  The  Presi- 
dent of  OTN  talks 
about  similarities  and 
differences. 


w: 


alk  into  the  average  Grace 
Brethren  Church  and  ask  the  women 
what  they  like  to  do.  The  variety  of 
answers  might  range  from  "get 
together  for  coffee",  "sing",  "work 
together  on  a  project"  or  "look  for 
what  needs  to  be  done  and  do  it." 

You  could  ask  that  question  in  an 
average  Grace  Brethren  Church  in  the 
Central  African  Republic  and  hear 
about  the  same  answers.  Women  in 
America  and  in  Africa  are  different,  yet 
in  many  ways  very  much  the  same. 

We  call  it  WMC  -  Women  Manifest- 
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a  group  of  old  ladies  who  sang  and 
recited  very  slowly.  She  didn't  want  to 
belong. 

As  she  became  involved  in  WMC,  she 
was  challenged  and  encouraged  to  go 
home  and  get  involved  to  help  OTN  to 
reach  its  full  potential.  So  she  did  just 
that  and  the  OTN  women  elected  her 
president  for  five  years. 

Martine  is  back  in  the  U.S.  again  (her 
husband  is  working  on  an  advanced 
degree  at  Grace  Theological  Seminary) 
and  her  observations  about  OTN  are 
very  enlightening.  During  an  afternoon 
chat,  she  said  the  purpose  of  OTN  has 
been  expanded  to  encourage  women  to 
learn  to  help  in  their  church.  Women 
are  learning  to  minister.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  group's  formation,  mis- 
sionaries encouraged  women  to  know 
the  Lord  and  learn  to  read  and  have 
their  own  devotions.  (Missionaries  wrote 
material  then  and  still  write  the  Bible 
lessons  for  OTN.)  Now  both  purposes 
have  been  incorporated. 

One  thing  that  influences  OTN  groups 
is  a  government  sponsored  group  for 
every  woman.  In  some  districts,  the 
women  are  required  to  attend.  This 
group  encourages  the  "worldly  in- 
fluences of  drinking  and  prostitution" 
and  is  very  detrimental  for  those  women 
who  are  weak  in  the  faith.  Martine  com- 


mented "This  is  not  good  for  our 
women." 

Another  influence  comes  with  the 
opportunity  for  the  women  to  sell 
their  merchandise.  Women  become 
very  involved  in  selling  and  make  this 
a  priority  to  the  exclusion  of  minister- 
ing Martine  sadly  notes,  "They  have 
become  lovers  of  themselves." 

The  strength  of  OTN,  as  Martine 
observed  it,  is  the  women's  will- 
ingness to  give.  They  give  time  to  care 
for  the  pastor's  garden,  clean  the 
church  yard  (no  mowers  available 
either!),  and  work  in  the  gardens  of 
those  who  are  sick. 
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Martine  Yougouda  talks  about 

OTN  and  WMC. 

They  give  many  supplies  such  as 

other's  ideas  is  needed.  Change  is  dif- 

food for  those  who  are  sick.  When 

ficult  for  some,  and  working  together 

asked  about  something  like  a  baby 

to  pool  ideas  is  stymied. 

shower,  Martine  laughed  and  shook 

One  of  the  biggest  differences  be- 

her head  indicating  nothing  was  done 

tween  the  two  national  groups  Mar- 

"because babies  are  born  like  pop- 

tine noted,  is  the  way  each  group  car- 

corn popping." 

ries  out  business  procedures.  We  use 

OTN's  willingness  to  give  extends  to 

the  democratic  structure,  while  they 

their  money  as  well.  When  an  OTN 

employ  almost  an  opposite  method. 

woman  dies,  they  buy  the  casket  and 

The    group    of   OTN    officers    and 

give  money  for  food  for  the  four-day 

representatives  decides  what  the  ac- 

tivities will  be.  Then,  in  the  business 

session  they  tell  the  women  what 

i                                                                   1 

plans   have   been   made.    "Allowing 

The  strength  of  OTN,  as 
Martine  observed  it,  is 

everyone  to  speak  is  not  necessary," 

stated  Martine,  "because  some  are 
negative  about  everything.  So  we  say, 

the  women's  willingness 

'This  is  the  way  we're  going  to  do  it.'" 

to  give. 

mourning  period  when  many  family 

WMCs  rely  on  freewill  offerings, 

~^Hr 

members  and  friends  will  stay  at  the 

home  of  the  deceased. 

oitm^^k 

Local  projects  include  communion     i 

WIN/   \y] 

cups  and  towels,  cookware,  church 

benches,   and   aluminum   roofs   for     , 

I^B                       M 

church  buildings.                                       1 

National  projects  have  begun  in  re- 

cent years,  and  OTN  supports  the 

seminary  and  Bible  Institute,  pays 

transportation    for   new    pastors    to 

home  mission  churches,  contributes 

to  the  James  Gribble  High  School,  or 

repairs    the    home    of   a    church 

13,000       | 

organization  officer.  The  OTN  women 

members 

also  gave  to  help  Martine  travel  to  our 

country  and  gave  additional  money 

for  food  while  the  Yougoudas  are  here. 

Martine  saw  these  projects  and  the 

NATIONAL   President 

way  the  women  work  together  as  a 

Vice  President 

help  in  strengthening  their  walk  and 

Secretary    W^^^ 

growth  in  the  Lord. 

Treasurer 

She  noticed  some  areas  where  im- 

District RepresentaUves 

provement  is  needed.  OTN  has  no 

DISTRICT      15  districts 

connection  with  the  girls'  organiza- 
tion called  Lumieres.  She  feels  there 

Representatives  act  like 
Presidents  and  travel  to 

should  be  some  kind  of  link  between 

local  groups. 

the  two. 

Ladies   in   OTN   earn   awards   for 

LOCAL           Over  13,000  members 

learning  God's  Word.  The  danger  in 
this  is  some  women  learn  for  the 

Organization: 

Pastor's  wife  (if  she's 

active) 
President 

award   alone.   Martine   thought   the 

women's   motivation   should   be   to 

Vice  President 

learn  so  they  can  put  it  into  practice 

Older  women,  whether 

in  their  lives. 

members  or  not,  are 

Another  area  where  improvement 

consulted     out     of 

is  needed  is  one  we  can  understand 

respect  for  their  age 

very  well.  A  new  consideration  for 

and  experience. 
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while  OTN  groups  determine  how 
much  each  lady  will  give  by  figuring 
the  need  and  dividing  that  by  how 
many  women  are  in  the  group. 

OTN  has  a  real  challenge  for  WMC. 
Women  who  have  so  little  give  so 
much.  WMC  offerings  are  great! 
There  is  no  disputing  that.  But  we 
have  been  blessed  with  so  much  and 
giving  sacrificially  is  still  not  a  com- 
mon practice  with  us.  Martine  related 
an  incident  of  one  woman,  a  widow, 
who  did  not  even  have  a  mat  to  use 
for  her  bed.  She  was  the  first  one  to 
give  her  offering  when  a  need  was 
presented. 

The  ladies  in  Africa  care  very  much 
for  the  needy.  At  the  time  of  sickness 
or  death  they  are  there  to  help  and 


WMC 


w*y 


IONAL  President 
1st  V.  Pres. 
2nd  V.  Pres. 
Secretary 
Asst.  Sec. 


Asst.  Fin.  Sec-Tires. 

Lit.  Chairman 

Prayer  Chairman 

Editor 

Coord,  of  Girls 


Fin.  Secies.        Ministries 

TRICT      21  districts 
Organization: 
For  most  districts,  the  organization 
is  like  that  of  the  national  WMC. 


AL 


About  4,390  members 

Organization: 
Most  local  WMCs  have  a  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer.  Depending  on 
the  size  of  the  group,  additional 
officers  (such  as  project  chair- 
man, missions  chairman,  pro- 
gram chairman,  and  literature 
chairman)  may  be  elected. 


give  whatever  is  needed.  They  are  in- 
terested in  those  women  who  have 
been  a  part  of  OTN  before,  but  have 
not  been  active.  Martine  said,  "We  go 
to  see  her  and  will  not  quit  until  she 
comes  to  the  meeting."  This  is 
another  challenge  American  women 
could  take  to  heart. 

Martine's  observation  of  how 
women  in  America  and  Africa  are  the 
same  in  that  women  like  to  talk,  to 
whomever  and  wherever  they  are.  The 
two  organizations  are  alike  in  that  she 
feels  they  are  a  strength  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  churches. 

It's  exciting  to  be  a  woman.  It's  a 
privilege  to  be  used  of  God  in  advanc- 
ing the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  at  home 
and  across  the  world.  It's  an  added 
blessing  to  know  women  in  another 
part  of  our  world  are  working  toward 
the  same  goals  and  for  the  same 
Almighty  God.   herald 

I  1 


Miriam  Pacheco  served  as  WMCs  National 
Presidentfrom  1978-1982.  A  graduate  of  the 
counseling  program  at  Grace  Seminary, 
Miriam,  her  husband  Dan  and  three  children 
are  active  members  of  the  Winona  Lake,  IN, 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Project:  Support  for  na- 
tionals attending 
Grace  Seminary 
Goal:  $10,000 
Deadline:  Send  before 

June  10,  1986 

Currently,  two  Grace  Brethren  na- 
tionals are  students  at  Grace 
Seminary.  Iuanildo  Trindade  (pro- 
nounced e-von-ill-doo  trin-da-jeej  is 
a  university  graduate  from  Belem, 
Brazil.  This  year  he  will  complete 
his  M.  Div.  degree  and  will  be  retur- 
ning to  Brazil  to  teach  in  the  Bible 
Institute.  Ivanildo  and  his  wife  Naza 
have  one  daughter,  Carolina. 

Pierre  Yougouda  is  at  Grace 
Seminary  for  the  second  time,  pur- 
suing a  higher  degree.  Pierre  and  his 
wife,  Martine,  have  four  children, 
only  one  of  whom  is  with  them  here 
in  the  United  States.  Pierre  is  the 
director  of  the  Brethren  Biblical 
Seminary  in  the  Central  African 
Republic. 


Also  the  Birthday  Missionary  Of- 
fering to  be  received  throughout  the 
year  is  due  June  10,  1986.  This  of- 
fering goes  toward  the  support  of  our 
five  Birthday  Missionaries  -  Susie 
Robert,  Kathy  Manduka,  Alice 
Peacock,  Sharon  Stallter,  and  Evelyn 
Tschetter  -  in  honor  of  their  years  of 
service. 
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POINTS  FROM  THE 
PUBLISHER 


veryone  in  the  water"  is 
an  expression  to  which  we  can  all 
relate  --  not  just  a  few,  not  even  half 
of  the  group.  It  means  everyone  in- 
cluded! Move!  Yet,  after  the  command 
has  been  given  there  remains  a  few  in 
the  high  and  dry  locations.  This 
seems  to  be  the  situation  in  each  walk 
of  life.  Some  people  react  quickly; 
others  do  not,  because  the  rest  of  the 
crowd  is  in  the  water.  The  balance 
probably  has  a  good  reason  for  not 
joining  the  group. 

Missions  is  one  of  the  commands 
that  says  "everyone  in  the  water."  A 
few  of  the  commands  of  God  are  so 
very  clear,  such  as  "You  must  be  born 
again."  Another  is  the  command  to 
"go  and  tell." 

Go  where  and  tell  what?  This  may 
be  a  logical  question.  The  place  to 
serve  is  the  hard  part  of  the  question, 
because  it  seems  God  does  not  want 
all  of  His  believers  to  be  located  in  one 
place.  He  has  used  many  methods  to 
keep  the  crowd  from  being  in  one 
place  at  the  same  time.  In  pre- 
Christian  times,  He  moved  them 
around  because  they  were  getting  in 
trouble  when  located  close  together  - 
the  Tower  of  Babel  for  example. 

In  Christian  times,  as  outlined  in 
the  Book  of  Acts,  He  told  them  to  scat- 
ter to  Jerusalem,  Judea,  Samaria  and 
to  the  out  reaches  of  the  world.  They 
moved  slowly  -  not  everyone  went  in 
the  water.  So  some  trouble  started 
and  they  began  to  move  with  the 
message. 

In  going,  we  are  to  be  telling  the 
greatest  message  in  all  of  history.  The 
Gospel  means  the  Good  News  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  God.  He  died  and  rose 
again  and  brings  eternal  salvation  to 
mankind.  A  message  of  hope  that  is 
so  dynamic,  life  changing,  and  eter- 
nal in  scope. 

The  church  is  slow  getting  into  the 
water  and  also  in  taking  others  with 
them.  The  program  of  missions  has 
moved  slowly  and  at  times  the  spirit 
has  quickened.  The  Brethren  Church 
is  in  need  of  a  fresh  look  at  missions. 

There  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  movements  and  interests  in 


A  call  to  all  missions 
is  everyone's  task. 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


missions  the  Brethren  Church  has 
ever  seen.  Young  people  by  the  dozens 
are  volunteering  to  go  to  France,  Ger- 
many, Africa,  South  America  and  the 
Orient.  I  do  not  believe  there  has  ever 
been  a  period  when  interest  was  so 
high.  It  is  certainly  a  working  of  the 
Lord  in  our  midst. 

During  this  awakening  for  persons 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  appears 
to  be  much  like  the  movement  follow- 
ing World  War  II.  Then,  armed  service 
personnel  wanted  to  go  back  with 
hope  rather  than  death.  Now,  young 
people  are  traveling  the  face  of  the 
earth  and  they  want  to  go  back  to  pre- 
sent Christ  as  Savior. 

There  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  dif- 
ferent action  taking  place  in  the 
domestic  missions  movement.  New 
churches  are  being  started,  but  there 
is  a  drying  up  of  many  of  the  old 
established  churches.  The  loss  in  the 
Fellowship  is  moving  faster  than  the 
growth.  For  the  first  time  in  our 
history  we  are  reporting  less  churches 
and  less  members  in  the  Fellowship. 

Missions  must  touch  the  entire 
Fellowship  in  "Jerusalem,  Judea, 
Samaria  and  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  world."  Vital  churches  reproduc- 
ing new  life  -  new  life  maturing  and 
then  becoming  the  messengers  for 
missions  -  missions  with  a  message. 
Everyone  can  be  involved,  because  a 
Christian  going  across  the  street  to 
tell  about  Jesus  creates  the  church  at- 
mosphere that  results  in  missionaries 
going  around  the  world. 

"What  about  the  funds  for  mis- 
sions?" Simple!  The  heart  that  has  a 
burden  for  missions  will  pray  and 
give.  The  treasure  follows  the  love  of 
the  heart.  Love  Christ  and  His  mission 
will  bring  instant  funds!    herald 
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Charles  TUrner  is  publisher 
of  the   Herald    magazine 
and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald 
Company  in  Winona  Lake, 
IN. 
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Legitimate  Field 
or  Soil  Bank? 

Does  America  qualify  as  a  field  worthy  of 
missions  investment? 


by  ROBERT  THOMPSON 


M 


■  any  of  us  who  have  travel- 
ed extensively  across  America  have 
noted  a  strange  phenomenon  while 
transversing  the  great  breadbasket  of 
America.  A  close  scrutiny  of  the  pass- 
ing fields  reveals  the  fact,  not  all  of  the 
land  is  under  cultivation.  One  passes 
great  tracts  of  farms  wherein  rows 
and  rows  of  grain  are  laid  out  in 
carefully  drawn  lines  of  geometric 
beauty  but  adjacent  property  in  con- 
trast may  never  have  felt  the  cutting 
edge  of  a  twelve  bottom  plow.  What  is 
the  reason  for  this  peculiar  fact  that 
some  land  lies  fallow  and  undevel- 
oped while  other  fields  are  tended  and 
productive? 

I  suppose  the  question  would  be 
routine  to  a  qualified  farmer  but  to  a 
novice  it  is  one  of  interesting  propor- 
tion. Is  it  true  that  some  lands  are  not 
productive  even  though  adjacent  to 
fertile  fields?  Is  it  simply  that  in  this 
sophisticated  twentieth  century  with 
the  intervention  of  government  it  lies 
in  what  has  been  called  soil  banks? 
Is  it  solely  a  matter  of  ownership  in 
which  land  is  in  the  possession  of  a 
family  or  organizations  elsewhere 
with  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
development  of  the  acreage?  Or  is  it 
simply  the  capricious  decision  of  the 
farmer  himself?  The  answer  could 
easily  be  determined  with  a 
minimum  amount  of  research 
through  the  office  of  a  farm  agent 
nearby.  It  occured  to  me  as  I  pondered 
this  issue  that  there  is  a  parallel  pro- 
blem in  the  fields  of  missionary 
endeavor.  Determining  what  country 
or  area  is  a  valid  mission  field  is  a 


matter  of  great  importance  and  ap- 
pearances often  suggest  some  degree 
of  chance.  America  is  a  field  worthy 
of  investment  and  the  efforts  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church.  In  reality,  it 
is  a  true  mission  field. 

It  qualifies,  geographically,  as  a  part 
of  the  world  into  which  our  Lord  sent 
His  disciples  two  thousand  years  ago. 
With  the  changing  world  population 
figures,  we  are  prone  to  think  in  terms 
of  far  off  lands  as  being  in  focus  in  the 
mind  of  our  Lord  but  the  "commis- 
sion" is  universal.  We  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  NASA  in  providing  us  a 
better  perspective  of  the  world  in 
which  we  live.  The  photographs  of 
terra  firma  from  outer  space  have 
given  us  the  true  facts  concerning  the 
world  in  which  we  live.  America 
shows  up  on  the  screen  as  just 
another   continent   comprising   the 

I  ~l 

Determining  what  coun- 
try or  area  is  a  valid 
mission  field  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance. 

great  land  masses  of  the  world.  We 
may  talk  glibly  of  the  "teeming 
millions"  of  the  "third  world"  as  if  we 
were  a  detached  remnant  unassoci- 
ated  in  God's  plan  for  world  evangel- 
ization; however,  God  has  but  one 
world  into  which  He  sent  witnesses  to 
His  love  and  grace. 

Secondly,  America  is  a  mission  field 
on  the  basis  of  our  relationship  with 
the  human  race.  As  descendents  of 
Adam  we  take  our  place  among  the 
heathen  of  the  world  as  lost  and 
estranged  from  God.  The  Bible  is 
clear  that  "lostness"  has  nothing  to 


HERALD/  May  1986 


29 


G  B  H  M  C 


do  with  our  actions  or  conduct.  We 
are  sinners  as  a  result  of  our  relation- 
ship with  Adam.  We  must  take  our 
place  among  all  the  other  nations  of 
the  world  as  a  people  in  desperate 
need  of  redemption.  It  is  imperative 
we  heed  the  invitation  extended  to  all 
mankind  and  take  our  place  along 
side  the  naked  savage  from  the 
darkest  jungle  at  the  foot  of  the  cross. 
Thirdly,  America  is  as  a  mission 
field  as  attested  by  her  wicked  activi- 
ty. Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners  and  in  spite  of  all  the  af- 
fluence of  this  great  country  we  must 
bow  our  heads  in  shame  as  we  note 
our  gross  immorality  and  wickedness. 
We  need  no  recent  report  from  Beruit 


or  South  Africa  to  provide  illustra- 
tions of  heinous  atrocities.  The  news 
from  abroad  strikes  fear  to  our  heart 


If  raw  paganism 
predicates  missions 
then  America  presents 
the  greatest  mission 
field  in  the  world  today. 

but  we,  also,  shrink  in  horror  from 
dreadful  headlines  in  America.  The 
unconscionable  acts  of  violence  com- 
mitted each  day  by  our  own  citizenry 


provides  ample  evidence  of  need.  We 
recoil  from  Paul's  candid  list  of  the 
sins  of  the  undegenerate  heart, 
"Adultery,  fornication,  uncleanness, 
lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft, 
hatred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath, 
strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envyings, 
murders,  drunkenness,  revellings, 
etc."  (Gal.  5:19-21)  The  sad  truth  is 
that  each  of  these  manifestations  of 
ungodliness  can  be  found  on  page  one 
of  nearly  any  metropolitan  newspaper 
in  America.  If  raw  paganism 
predicates  missions  then  America 
presents  the  greatest  mission  field  in 
the  world  today. 

Lastly,  we  are  a  mission  field  by 
reason  of  the  number  of  missionaries 


AMERICA 


by  DOUG  SABIN 


H, 


larvard  biochemist.  Dr. 
William  Haseltime,  has  recently 
stated:  "AIDS  could  become  the  worst 
worldwide  epidemic  since  the  "Black 
Plague"  swept  Europe  in  the  15th 
Century."  The  total  of  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  cases  of  AIDS  diagnosed 
(The  true  number  being  probably 
3-10  times  greater)  is  only  the  tip  of 
a  very  large  and  looming  iceberg.  The 
Center  for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta 
reports  that  40  to  60  million 
Americans  presently  have  one  of 
about  twenty-five  highly  contagious 
sexually  transmitted  diseased,  and 
that  number  is  multiplying  at  a  fren- 
zied rate. 

No,  this  is  not  meant  to  be  a  dooms- 
day message.  It  is  intended  to  jar  us 
into  realizing  that  America  desperate- 
ly needs  help! 

There  are  two  reasons  why  we  are 


so  needy  as  a  nation  in  respect  to  our 
present  moral  condition.  The 
possibility  of  any  of  us  suffering  the 
effects  of  AIDS  grows  greater  every 
day.  Physicians,  dentists,  hospital 
staff,  blood  recipients  are  now  becom- 
ing increasingly  more  vulnerable  to 
its  spread.  However,  a  second  cause 
for  our  deep  concern  for  America  is 
much  more  serious.  This  desperate 
moral  dilemma  America  is  in,  springs 
directly  from  a  mindset  and  lifestyle 
of  a  people  who  are  in  the  final  state 
of  spiritual  decline. 

According  to  Romans  1,  there  are 
basically  three  stages  in  the  spiritual 
slide  of  "man"  individually,  and 
"men"  collectively  as  a  society:  Stage 
1)  "Knowing  of  God"  (vv.  18-22). 
Everybody  has  a  basic  understanding 
of  the  existence  of  a  mighty  Creator 
God.  Stage  2)  "Deliberate  Rejection  of 
God"  (21-23.  Stage  3)  "Judgement 
from  God"  (24-32). 

For  years,  people  from  all  stripes 
and  flavors  have  been  warning  us  that 
God  is  judging  America  for  our  sin, 
and  have  based  their  claim  on  all  sorts 
of  reasons.  However,  never  in  the 
history  of  America,  have  we  fulfilled 
the  words  of  Romans  1  as  totally  as 
we  are  doing  today.  God  is  very  ex- 
plicit in  telling  us  what  His  judge- 
ment is  for  those  who  reject  Him. 
Romans  1  chronicles  three 
judgements  of  God:  immorality 
(24-25),  pervision/homosexuality 
(26-27),  and  worthless  minds  -  minds 
which  stop  forming  proper  evalua- 
tions in  every  area  of  life  -  (28-32).  Ob- 


viously, all  three  of  these  judgements 
are  extremely  evident  in  our  society. 
Yes,  America  and  Americans  are  in  a 
final  state  of  spiritual  decline,  and  ex- 
periencing the  predictable  hand  of 
God's  punishment  in  a  very  clear  way. 
Is  America  a  mission  field?  If  God's 
Word  is  true,  America's  spiritual 
tragedy  is  at  such  tremendous  pro- 
portions, it  is  one  of  the  most  needy 
of  all  mission  fields,  herald 
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that  are  already  resident  in  the  land. 
For  too  long  we  have  sedated  our  anx- 
ious conscience  with  the  concept  that 
we  have  a  decision  to  make  as  to 
whether  we,  individually,  consider 
missionary  service.  It  is  time  to 
realize  that  missionary  service  is  not 
an  option  it  is  an  obligation.  Each  one 
redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb 
is  responsible  to  God  not  only  for  his 
own  righteousness  but  his  account- 
ability to  others. 

Yes,  America  is  a  mission  field  and 
we  must  recognize  a  personal  respon- 
sibility to  become  involved.  Oppor- 
tunity is  everywhere  and  the  melody 
of  missions,  faint  though  it  may  be, 
can  still  be  heard  by  those  whose 
hearts  are  attuned: 

A  call  comes  ringing  o'er  the 
restless  waves. 

There  are  souls  to  rescue,  there  are 
souls  to  save. 

We  can  hear  the  Macedonian  call  to- 
day and  a  golden  offering  at  the 
cross  we  lay. 

Let  us  pray  that  grace  may  every- 
where abound  and  a  Christ  like 
spirit  everywhere  abound. 

Send  the  light,  send  the  light  .  .  . 
Adapted  from  "Send  The  Light,"  by 
Charles  N.  Gabriel  na^w 


Dr.  Robert  W.  Thompson 
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miles  around  America  In 
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A  CALL 
TO  SERVE 
AMERICA 

by  ROBERT  MacMILLAN 

C* 

M^omeone  who  wishes  to 
serve  the  Lord  and  yet  remain  in 
the  United  States  of  America  must 
struggle  with  some  guilt- 
producing  statistics:  statistics 
which  tell  us  the  vast  majority  of 
full-time  Christian  workers 
minister  to  a  nearly  insignificant 
yet  spoiled  minority  of  this  planet's 
inhabitants.  I  am  not  one  to  trust 
statistics  because  dissimilar  types 
are  often  grouped  together  and 
give  a  distorted  picture  of  reality. 
For  instance,  in  those  statistics, 
liberals  and  cultists  are  lumped 
together  with  those  who  are  the 
true  servants  of  God:  the  statisti- 
cians do  not  have  the  spiritual 
sophistication  to  discern  a  spiritual 
apple  from  a  natural  orange. 

My  justification  for  serving 
Christ  on  the  home  front  is  found 
in  three  criteria:  did  God  call  me  to 
serve  Him  in  sunny  California;  are 
men  and  women,  boys  and  girls 
lost  and  going  to  hell  in  sunny 
California?  And  has  everyone  been 


evangelized  in  sunny  California? 

During  the  hard  times  my  family 
and  I  have  faced  since  coming  to  Ven- 
tura, the  one  thing  keeping  us  here  is 
our  assurance  God  has  called  us  here, 
and  we  have  not  been  released.  God's 
call  is  the  first  and  foremost  deter- 
miner of  where  His  servants  minister. 

Are  men  and  women  lost  and  going 
to  hell  in  my  portion  of  the  harvest 
field?  I  spoke  on  the  telephone  recent- 
ly to  a  young  Jewish  man  in  prison, 
there  because  he  had  nearly  beaten 
an  elderly  woman  to  death.  While  in 
prison,  he  had  received  Jesus  as  his 
Messiah.  He  had  called  me  to  let  me 
know  that  he  enjoyed  my  radio  broad- 
cast and  that  it  meant  a  great  deal  to 
him  each  Sunday  since  he  could  not 
go  to  church.  Here  is  a  man,  delivered 
by  God,  once  under  the  power  of 
Satan,  whom  God  delivered.  God 
used  and  is  continuing  to  use  a 
church,  planted  by  the  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions  Council,  to 
accomplish  His  will  in  this  man's  life. 

If  all  of  our  country  has  been 
evangelized,  there  might  be  an  argu- 
ment for  decreasing  the  "home  front." 
Not  the  case.  How  else  can  one  ex- 
plain the  fact  I  once  picked  up  two 
teenagers  for  Sunday  School  recently. 
They  were  amazed  to  hear  Jesus 
Christ  was  a  person,  not  just  a  curse 
word.  They  had  never  heard  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Savior  of  the  world,  yet 
they  lived  in  a  supposedly  Christian 
nation.  These  two  young  people  were 
clearly  unevangelized. 

There  will  never  be  a  time  when  a 
portion  of  God's  harvest  field  will  have 
no  need  of  willing  workers.  Each  of  us, 
as  servants  of  Christ  must  determine 
to  serve  where  Christ  sends  us,  and 
to  consider  those  places  to  which  God 
sends  His  servants  as  critically  impor- 
tant in  the  eternal  plans  of  God. 

I  1 
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Church  planting  strategy  begins  in  the  city  and 
moves  outward. 


by  FENTON  McDONALD 


u» 


ust  down  the  way  from  where 
I  live  in  Austin,  Texas  is  a  church 
situated  on  a  little  knoll.  This  quaint 
little  white  building  is  surrounded  by 
a  cemetery.  It  is  a  majestic  structure, 
with  its'  steeple  pointing  heavenward 
picture  postcard  perfect.  Only  one 
problem,  it  is  derelict.  The  previous 
congregations  have  moved  on  to  other 
locations  leaving  it  to  decay  with  the 
passing  years. 

When  you  think  of  "church,"  what 
is  the  mental  image  which  comes  in- 
to view?  Do  you  think  of  a  little 
church  nestled  in  the  woods  with 
delightful  activities  taking  place  on 
Sunday  mornings?  Or  do  you  visual- 
ize a  gloriously  large  facility  bustling 
with  victorious  Christians  engaged  in 
various  programs  and  functions? 
Church  has  a  different  meaning  to 
each  and  everyone  of  us.  It  all  depends 
on  where  we  attended  and  the 
spiritual  climate.  Yet  every  church  is 
in  transition  .  .  .  either  growing  and 
changing  or  in  the  process  of  dying. 

I  remember  the  day  I  returned  to 
my  home  church  after  serving  a  few 
months  as  pastor  of  a  Home  Missions 


congregation  numbering  14.  My  home 
church  had  more  members  in  any  of 
the  committees  than  I  had  in  my  en- 
tire congregation.  One  of  the  pastors 
asked  me  if  I  came  to  see  what  a  real 
church  was  like.  "No,"  I  replied,  "I  am 
pastor  of  a  real  genuine  church." 
When  I  look  at  God's  Word  we 
discover  a  local  church  is  real  and  gen- 
uine not  by  size  but  by  the  presence 
of  Christ.  In  Matthew   16:18  Jesus 


The  metropolitan  areas 
of  the  world  are  to  be 
the  central  focus  of 
establishing  churches 

said,  ".  .  .  and  upon  this  rock  I  will 
build  my  church;  and  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  it."  It  is  a  liv- 
ing organism  of  spiritually  alive  cells 
functioning  as  the  physical  body  of 
our  Lord  here  and  now.  That  is  what 
the  Church  is  -  the  body  of  Christ. 
All  the  saints  in  history  have  been 
given  the  same  message,  the  gospel: 


the  same  mission,  to  evangelize,  and 
the  same  methods  from  God.  We 
stand  firm  in  our  belief  that  God's 
Word  changes  lives!  No  one  in  our 
fellowship  will  argue  with  the  need  to 
evangelize.  It  is  the  methods  that 
cause  the  most  controversy.  Yet,  there 
is  a  divine  strategy  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  given  us  in  the  Great 
Commission. 

Jesus  taught  while  we  are  in  the 
world  we  are  to  make  disciples. 
Therefore,  part  of  the  strategy  in 
establishing  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  to  make  disciples,  wherever 
we  are.  In  Acts  1:8  we  find  we  are  to 
be  witnesses  in  Jerusalem,  Judea  and 
in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost 
part  of  the  earth.  Part  of  the  Divine 
strategy  is  to  begin  in  centers  of 
populations  and  then  move  outward. 
If  we  are  going  to  reach  our  genera- 
tion for  Christ  we  must  make  our 
strategy  to  conform  to  the  growth 
trends  that  are  going  on  in  our  world. 

The  metropolitan  areas  of  the  world 
are  to  be  the  central  focus  of 
establishing  churches.  That  is  not  to 
say  we  are  to  ignore  the  need  for  Bible 
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-teaching  churches  in  rural  areas.  Yet 
realistically  the  need  of  today  is  to 
have  tremendous  church  growth  in 
the  large  metropolitan  areas  of  the 
world. 

The  reason  for  this  great  need  to 
emphasize  churches  in  the  urban 
area  is  simple.  That  is  where  most 
people  are.   By  the  year  2000  the 


The  need  of  today  is  to 
have  tremendous  church 
growth  in  the  large 
metropolitan  areas  of 
our  world. 

world  will  experience  over  60  cities 
with  populations  exceeding  five 
million.  Seventy-five  percent  of  them 
will  be  in  less  developed  countries  of 
the  world.  Cities  attract,  influence, 
and  entice  people.  Only  four  percent 
of  the  population  in  the  United  States 
live  on  the  farm  today  compared  to 
twenty  five  percent  in  1930. 


Cities  set  the  standards  for  the  rest 
of  the  population  to  follow.  It  is  the 
microcosm  of  what  is  happening  in 
the  nation  and  the  world.  Whatever 
you  find  in  the  world,  you  can  usual- 
ly find  in  a  large  city.  The  moral 
temperature  of  the  world  can  be  taken 
by  measuring  moral  values  of  a  city. 
In  Austin,  Texas,  for  example  there  are 
numerous  churches  but  also  a  glut  of 
adult  theaters,  false  religious  groups, 
bars,  dance  halls,  massage  parlors, 
liquor  stores,  and  many  other  types 
of  vice  that  man  can  find  himself 
lured  to.  The  need  for  more  soul  win- 
ning, Bible  teaching  churches  is  great 
-  just  as  great  as  it  is  all  over  the 
world. 

We  are  entertained  by  the  rampage 
of  sin  that  goes  on  in  the  city.  In  the 
living  rooms  of  our  country  there  is 
an  immoral  leak  from  our  television 
sets  that  continually  drips  a  visible 
sewage  that  spews  forth  and  pollutes 
the  mind.  We  have  a  generation  in  the 
church  that  has  grown  up  on  televi- 
sion, making  many  individuals 
viewers  rather  than  doers. 

Many  of  the  problems  of  our  society 


are  amplified  in  the  metropolitan 
areas.  Welfare  and  the  social  services 
system  seem  to  keep  people  enslaved 
as  stewards  of  the  state.  It  is  the 
message  of  the  gospel  and  the  work 
of  the  church  to  free  our  fellow  man 
from  this  trap. 

While  pastoring  our  church  in  San 
Jose  I  had  the  opportunity  to  see  God 
free  a  woman  and  her  children  from 
the  clutches  of  slavery  to  the  state. 
Stella  was  a  single  parent  and  very 
much  dependent  on  the  state  to  make 
her  way  in  life.  The  state  subsidized 


I  discovered  that  soul 
winning  goes  in  cycles 
in  a  community. 

rent,  groceries,  and  medical  expenses. 
When  she  came  into  our  fellowship 
many  thought  that  she  had  nothing 
to  offer  us.  After  understanding  the 
freedom  in  Christ,  Stella  accepted  the 
Lord  and  became  free  from  some 
strong  addictions.  She  learned  about 
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giving  and  faithfully  supported  the 
church  with  what  little  money  she 
had.  Later  she  actually  had  a  savings 
account.  When  the  church  faced  a 
special  need  she  gave  all  that  was  in 
her  savings  account  to  the  church. 
That  step  of  faith  gave  her  the  convic- 
tion that  God  should  be  taking  care 
of  her  rather  than  the  state.  She  filed 
to  be  removed  from  the  welfare 
system  of  the  state.  It  was  quite  a  pro- 
ject but  she  finally  got  off  state  aid. 
God  continually  blesses  her  since  that 
step  of  faith. 

In  the  urban  areas  of  the  world 
you'll  find  lonely  and  hurting  people 
who  know  others  who  are  lonely  and 
hurting  too.  I  discovered  that  soul 
winning  goes  in  cycles  in  a  communi- 
ty. Someone  comes  to  know  Christ 
and  then  they  know  someone  who 
knows  someone  and  on  and  on  it 
goes.  One  year  a  teenager  brought  a 
friend  to  church  and  within  a  week 
that  girl  came  to  know  Christ. 
Because  of  one  person  coming  to 
know  the  Lord  in  San  Jose  more  than 
six  families  came  into  our  fellowship 
as  a  direct  result  of  people  she  knew. 

How  can  we  reach  the  metropolitan 
areas  of  our  country  better?  First,  by 
praying  for  someone  to  go  and  be  will- 
ing to  be  that  someone.  Christ  told  us 
to  look  on  the  fields  (cities)  for  they  are 
ripe  unto  harvest.  But  we  need 
laborers  in  the  field  to  harvest  souls 
for  him.  Prayer  is  the  foundational 
building  block  of  any  church  in  any 
locality. 

Second,  if  you  know  God  is  leading 
you  into  church  planting,  prepare  for 
that  ministry,  even  if  you  are  a 
layman.    The    church    grows    by 


ministering  together  using  each 
spiritual  gift.  In  his  article,  "Don't  be 
an  Urban  Missionary  Unless  .  .  .", 
Roger  S.  Greenway  explained  the 
method  used  to  train  his  son-in-law 
for  the  ministry  in  Latin  America. 

"It  took  Francisco  Dominguez  six 
years  to  arrive  at  his  present  position 
as  pastor  of  a  church,  and  the  route 
he  had  to  follow  does  much  to  explain 
the  rapid  growth  of  his  congregation. 
Before  he  could  be  ordained  as  a  pas- 
tor he  had  to  prove  himself  qualified 
in  six  areas,  'the  six  competencies' 
they  called  them. 

1.  Street  Evangelism.  For  about  a 
year,  Francisco  and  others  conducted 
street  meetings,  distributed  literature, 
and  engaged  in  one-on-one  evangel- 
ism among  all  classes  of  people  on  the 
streets.  This  was  always  done  in  con- 
junction with  local  churches  whose 
pastors  expected  the  fruits  of  the 
street  work  to  appear  in  their 
churches. 

2.  Jail  ministries.  After  street  work 
came  assignments  in  Mexican  jails 
where  he  and  others  on  the  team 
visited  prisoners,  conducted  Bible 
studies  in  cell  blocks,  and  ministered 
to  prisoners'  families  on  the  outside. 
All  during  this  time  the  workers 
maintained  themselves  financially 
through  full  or  part  time 
employment. 

3.  Church-planting.  The  third  com- 
petency was  a  very  hard  one;  many 
candidates  fall  by  the  wayside  at  this 
stage.  He  was  sent  to  a  barrio  (sub- 
division) where  there  was  no  church 
and  he  was  told  to  start  one.  He  could 
move  no  further  up  the  ladder  toward 
ordination  until  he  had  established  a 
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viable  congregation  from  scratch.  It 
took  him  two  years  to  do  it,  and  he 
was  still  self-supporting,  though  mar- 
ried, during  this  time. 

4.  Assistantship.  After  having  proved 
himself  competent  on  the  first  three 
levels,  he  was  appointed  as  an  assis- 
tant to  an  older,  experienced  pastor. 
He  learned  the  inside  workings  of  an 
established,  growing  congregation 
and  the  day-to-day  responsibilities  of 
a  pastor.  He  was  also  tutored  by  the 
pastor  in  doctrine,  Bible  interpreta- 
tion and  preaching. 

5.  Scripture  and  doctrine.  The  fifth 
competency  involved  the  mastery  of 
a  number  of  assigned  books  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  He 
passed  this  level  by  successfully  com- 
pleting a  two-day  examination  before 
a  group  of  pastors  and  by  preaching 
acceptably  on  several  assigned  texts. 

6.  Trial  pastorate.  With  all  this  behind 
him,  Francisco  was  assigned  for  one 
year  to  a  small  church  that  needed  a 
pastor.  After  one  year  the  church  was 
asked  if  it  wanted  him  as  its  regular 
minister.  When  this  was  affirmed,  he 
was  ordained.  He  now  received  a 
salary  and  a  house. 

The  trainee  is  never  led  to  think 
that  pastors  don't  have  to  evangelize 
or  that  ministers  only  look  after  the 
"sheep."  It  is  no  wonder,  the  denom- 
ination is  growing  and  churches  are 
multiplying.  The  essential  ingre- 
dients for  growth  are  built  right  into 
the  system  of  leadership  training." 

Nothing  succeeds  like  success. 
Practical  experience  is  needed  in  the 
birth  and  development  of  a  church. 
We  need  people  to  use  their  exper- 


ience to  start  and  build  churches. 

There  is  challenge  that  we  all  face 
in  developing  new  churches  in 
strategic  cities.  Robert  G.  Allen, 
author  of  "Nothing  Down",  was  so 
convinced  that  his  methods  of  acquir- 
ing real  estate  were  valid,  stated  that 


Nothing  succeeds  like 
success.  Practical  ex- 
perience is  needed. 

you  could  drop  him  in  any  city  in  the 
United  States  with  only  two  hundred 
dollars  in  his  pocket  and  that  in  less 
than  a  week  he  would  buy  some  in- 
come property.  "The  San  Francisco 
Chronicle"  met  his  challenge  head  on 
and  dropped  him  into  San  Francisco 
with  only  two  hundred  dollars.  Sure 
enough,  one  week  later  he  had  pur- 
chased not  just  one  piece  of  property 
but  five! 

The  challenge  for  Grace  Brethren 
people,  pastors  and  laymen  alike,  is  to 
drop  us  in  any  city  in  the  world  and 
five  years  later  we'll  have  a  self- 
supporting,  Bible  teaching,  soul- 
winning  church.  Come  to  think  of  it, 
that's  what  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions have  been  doing  for  years.  Why 
not  join  a  five  year  challenge  now.  The 
need  to  reach  people  with  God's 
message  in  this  generation  ...  is  now! 


Pastor  Fenton  McDonald  led 
the  Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregation at  San  Jose,  CA 
prior  to  moving  to  Austin. 
x  TX  to  pioneer  a  new  church. 
^K  Arriving  in  Texas  in  1984.  he 

supported  himself  and  his 
family  by  installing  garage 
doors  until  the  new 
work  was  adopted  by  Grace  Brethren  Home 
Missions  and  the  Iowa-Midlands  District 
Mission  Board.  He  and  his  wife.  Judy,  have 
three  daughters. 
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ANOTHER  BMH-MOODY  IMPRINT 


Introducing  a  Publishing  Landmark  That  Will 
Forever  Change  The  Way  You  Read  Your  Bible. 


Imagine  climbing  the  jagged  bluffs  that  Moses 
ascended  on  Mount  Sinai.  Or  wandering 
through  the  barren  wilderness  of  Judea  where 
Christ  was  tempted.  Or  even  tracing  Paul's 
footsteps  through  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Italy. 

In  Hoe  Moody  Atlas  of  Bible  Lands, 
these  familiar  images  rake  on  a  whole  new 
dimension  and  significance  as  you  discover 
how  God  used  the  geography  of  His  chosen 
land  to  chart  the  course  of  history. 

TO  APPRECIATE  THE 

"HOW"AND"WHY,"YOU 

HAVE  TO  UNDERSTAND 

THE"WHERE." 

The  Moody  Atlas  adds  clarity  and  detail  to 
every  Bible  event. 

You'll  learn  the  geographical  factors 
that  made  David's  escape  from  Saul  an 
astounding  success,  and  how 
geography      ^^^^MM 
contributed    I 
to  John  the 
Baptist's  rug- 
ged lifestyle. 


Discover  why  Jesus  centered  his  public  ministry 
in  the  city  of  Capernaum.  And  how  an  earth- 
quake fault  line  shaped  an  entire  nation. 

FROM  THE  GARDEN 

OF  EDEN  TO  THE  VALLEY 

OF  ARMAGEDDON. 

Dr.  Barry  J.  Beitzel,  one  of  the  world's  leading 
experts  on  biblical  geography,  leaves  virtually 
no  stone  unturned.  You'll  explore  every  Bible 
event  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  in  a  unique 
format  that  allows  the  text  to  accompany  each 
map.  So  there's  no  leafing  back  and  forth. 

The  Moody  Atlas  brings  an  entire 
library  of  reference  information  to  you  in 
one  convenient  8V2  x  11  volume,  with  over 
100,000  words  of  fascinating  and  en- 
lightening text,  page 


after  page  of  vivid  photography,  and  100 
exquisitely  drawn  and  never-before-pub- 
lished color  maps.  There's  also  a  new  style 
of  terrain  drawing  that  makes  every  deline- 
ation legible,  even  to  those  who  can't  easily 
distinguish  color. 

There's  a  fascinating  chapter  on 
the  history  of  biblical  mapmaking.  And  a 
complete  set  of  indices  makes  even  the  most 
obscure  event  easy  to  locate  and  understand. 

As  long  as  the  supply  lasts,  you'll 
also  receive  a  free  set  of  four  beautiful,  full- 
color  poster  maps  of  the  Holy  Land  with 
every  Moody  Atlas  you  buy. 

The  Moody  Atlas  of  Bible  Lands. 
One  look,  and  your  Bible  will  never  read  the 
same  again. 
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POINTS  FROM  THE 
PUBLISHER 


PAUL 


'o  often  in  our  preaching  and 
teaching,  we  turn  to  Paul  as  "The 
Ideal."  Great  doctrines  find  their  roots 
in  the  Pauline  Epistles  and  it  takes  us 
months  of  Sunday  mornings  to  ex- 
posit  a  given  epistle.  Yet.  we  do  not  feel 
too  comfortable  to  exposit  certain 
areas  of  Paul's  writings. 

One  of  these  areas  is  the  discussion 
of  the  single  state.  I  must  be  one  of  the 
first  to  admit  that  I  have  not  preached 
many  sermons  on  this  subject.  There 
is  always  a  little  more  to  cover  in  my 
doctrines  before  I  come  to  this  topic. 

This  is  just  about  the  way  the 
church  handles  the  problem  in  our 
everyday  contacts.  In  the  changing 
social  structure  we  have  at  the  present 
time,  we  are  not  taking  a  serious  look 
at  this  growing  area  of  ministry. 

The  number  of  singles  in  our  social 
structure  is  increasing  rapidly.  The 
female  professional  person  who  elects 
to  pursue  an  occupation  that 
demands  education,  time  and  full 
concentration  adds  an  increasing  seg- 
ment. The  fact  is  that  women  are  liv- 
ing longer  than  men  and  as  a  result 
there  are  more  singles  involved  in  the 
widow  population.  Also,  increasing 
are  the  singles  that  are  part  of  the 
divorced  or  separated  members  of 
society.  There  are  more  singles  today 
than  in  any  other  period  of  American 
history. 

Yet,  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  has 
not  done  a  great  deal  to  stimulate  the 
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church  toward  this  special  ministry. 
As  is  true  of  so  many  other  things  that 
the  church  does,  we  will  need  to  have 
a  considerable  number  of  board 
meetings  to  reach  some  kind  of  con- 
clusion as  to  what  we  can  do  to  care 
for  this  need. 

The  world  has  already  set  up  its 
places  as  to  how  to  entertain  and  meet 
the  physical  needs  of  this  group.  As  is 
so  often  true,  the  plans  are  not  for  the 
good  of  this  group  physically  nor 
spiritually. 

So,  we  have  the  singles  -  a  neglected 
part  of  our  ministry  -  and  especially 
is  this  true  in  the  smaller  churches. 
There  are  times  when  no  special  at- 
tention should  be  given,  because  they 
are  part  of  the  church  and  part  of  the 
overall  ministry.  We  do  separate  by 
age  groups  in  our  teaching,  and  in  our 
social  activities  we  certainly  do  not 
plan  the  same  kind  of  activities  for 
everyone.  The  high  school  group  may 
be  playing  touch  football  or  volleyball; 
not  exactly  the  same  fare  needed  for 
the  golden-agers. 

So,  if  your  church  has  not  taken  the 
time  and  expressed  concern  for  the 
singles  in  your  sphere  of  ministry,  it 
is  time  to  sit  down  and  have  that  first 
meeting  to  decide  what  action  should 
be  taken.  An  increasing  segment  of 
your  church  family  will  be  thankful 
for  your  help  and  concern.  Maybe 
rereading  some  of  Paul's  writings 
might  help,  too. 


Charles  Thrner  is  publisher 
of  the  Herald  magazine 
and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald 
Company  in  Winona  Lake, 
IN. 
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percentage  fig- 
ures of  the  single  popula- 
tion continue  to  skyrocket. 
Of  course,  single  nowadays 
covers  a  multiple  of  cir- 
cumstances: never  mar- 
ried, divorced  or  widowed. 
What  is  the  christian  com- 
munity doing  to  minister 
to  these  people?  Another 
consideration:  are  we 
allowing  this  vast  number 
of  individuals  to  really 
have  a  part  of  ministry  in  the  church?  The  church 
sometimes  reacts  as  if  one  cannot  be  as  effective  unless 
they  are  married.  The  tendency  is  to  let  the  singles 
"minister"  in  the  nursery  or  mowing  the  grass. 

The  potential  and  effects  of  this  select  group  is  evident 
in  this  issue.  Please  take  it  to  heart.  As  an  active  believer, 
take  a  look  at  your  personal  attitude  toward  the  singles 
in  your  circle.  How  do  you  minister  to  them  and  the  needs 
they  have?  Even  some  of  the  simple,  everyday  routine 
things  marrieds  take  for  granted,  could  be  of  benefit  to 
a  single  individual.  Meals,  laundry,  errands,  finanacial 
planning,  even  a  night  playing  games  with  the  kids, 
eating  popcorn  and  drinking  good  ole  Kool-aid  could 
satisfy  a  need  of  a  single  person.  Give  it  some  thought. 
Our  families  are  a  natural  resource  to  singles  and  the  Lord 
asks  us  to  serve  anyone  and  everyone. 

The  Editor 


F  M  S 


roblems  and  struggles  that  single 
missionaries  encounter  are  not  all 
that  different  than  what  married  mis- 
sionaries face.  We  all  find  ourselves 
foreigners;  we  are  all  in  the  spiritual 
struggle  for  men  and  women's  hearts; 
we  all  wrestle  with  the  frustration  of 
being  misunderstood. 

However,  there  are  things  to  con- 
sider, especially  when  making  a  deci- 
sion of  commitment  to  foreign  service. 
In  my  decision-making  for  France,  I 
knew  I  had  to  deal  with  this  issue  in 
my  own  heart  and  mind.  Not  an  easy 
task! 

Since  I  was  already  in  France  under 
the  TIME  program,  my  commitment 
to  France  and  European  missions  had 
deepened  and  I  knew  that  I  was 
headed  back  one  way  or  another.  I 
kept  hearing  and  was  beginning  to 
understand  that  these  are  significant 
times  and  that  God  has  a  great  plan 
for  this  continent,  indeed  for  His  crea- 
tion as  a  whole. 

As  I  began  to  look  at  God's  will  as 
revealed  in  Scripture  -  His  plan  to 
unite  all  things  in  Christ,  to  build  His 
Church,  to  bring  about  the  Kingdom 
-  and  at  the  enormity  of  the  task 
before  us,  I  had  the  thought,  "So  what 
if  I  am  married  or  not!"  In  light  of  eter- 
nity and  the  greatness  of  God's  will, 
my  love  life  seemed  very  small  and 
insignificant. 


That  is  not  to  say  that  I  ignore  needs 
or  desires  (I  am  very  conscious  of 
them)  or  that  God  is  not  sensitive  to 
those  (He  is  even  more  conscious  of 
them).  It  is  to  say  that  I  was  able  to  see 
things  in  perspective  spiritually  and 
in  light  of  eternity.  I  knew  that  more 
than  anything  I  wanted  to  be  involved 
in  the  will  of  God,  moving  in  the  direc- 
tion that  He  is  moving. 

Now  I  am  in  France  and  the  reality 
of  daily  life  and  ministry  surrounds 
me.  I  find  that  I  have  to  live  up  to  my 
commitment  and  all  that  entails.  I 
often  have  to  remind  myself  of  the 
eternal  perspective  of  my  ministry 
and  my  life. 

However,  the  realities  continue  to 
crowd  in  .  .  .  loneliness,  the  desire  for 
intimacy  and  to  work  as  a  team,  the 
burden  of  ministering  alone  (yet 
thankful  for  great  teammates!),  the 
frustration  of  unmet  needs,  what  to  do 
for  vacations,  how  to  take  care  of  sim- 
ple household  needs. 

Yet,  there  are  positive  realities 
which  I  cannot  ignore  .  .  .  flexibility 
and  availability,  the  possibility  of  mov- 
ing in  many  social  circles  touching 
many  lives,  the  time  to  prepare  Bible 
studies  for  others  and  the  time  to  en- 
joy fellowship  with  the  Lord,  the  deep 
friendships  and  family  relationships 
that  I  can  enjoy  with  teammates  and 
French  friends,  and  the  knowledge 
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that  where  I  am  and  what  I  am  doi 
is  of  eternal  value. 

My  life  is  in  Christ,  and  on  HirrB 
must  depend  for  all  things.  Along  wi] 
the  struggles,  there  are  rewards. 

I  have  often  heard  it  said  and  h 
probably  said  it  myself,  "If  God  wi| 
that  one  stay  single,  then  He  must 
change  the  desire  for  marriage." 
There's  a  problem  with  that  state- 
ment. No  desire  should  ever  keep  us 
from  ministry,  and  the  desire  to  be 
married  is  natural.  We  must  cope  with 
it.  Ministry  is  the  priority,  not  marital 
status. 

On  the  field,  my  best  encouragers 
have  been  my  teammates  --  Europe- 
wide.  They  have  all  been  very  sen- 
sitive to  needs  and  are  willing  to  listen 
and  provide  advice  and  counsel.  I 
have  never  sensed  any  kind  of  ine- 
quality in  the  ministry  or  any  feeling 
of  being  "different"  or  unable  to  relate 
to  them  because  of  my  singleness.  We 
are  all  part  of  a  team,  striving  for  the 
same  goals,  running  in  the  same 
direction. 

These  are  significant  times.  People, 
whether  single  or  married,  need  to  be 
involved. 


by  JEANNIE  MILLER 


Jeannie  Miller  is  in  her  first 
term  of  missionary  service  in 
France.  Living  in  Macon,  she 
serves  in  the  mission  admin- 
istrative offices  and  works 
with  youth  and  discipling 
women.  Jeannie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Colorado  Springs 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
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Single  missionaries 
are  no  different  than 
singles  in  the  States. 
They  have  the  same 
struggles  and  advan- 
tages as  they  are 


by  NORA  MACON 


s  she  flips  her  scraggly  hair 
out  of  her  face  and  peers  at  the  au- 
dience through  five-inch-thick 
glasses,  her  voice  cracks  while  telling 
a  story  about  helping  a  child  learn  to 
read.  Her  dowdy  brown  dress  (accen- 
tuated by  some  native  necklace)  went 
out  of  style  years  ago.  No  wonder  she's 
not  married! 

Is  this  the  picture  that  enters  your 
mind  when  you  hear  the  words 
"single  missionary"?  Do  you  think  of 
someone  who  couldn't  make  it  in  the 
States  so  she  decided  to  be  a 
missionary? 

Or  does  your  mind  bring  up  an  im- 
age of  a  super  spiritual  person  who 
never  struggles  with  her  singleness? 

Single  missionaries  are  just  like 
single  people  (for  that  matter,  married 
people  too)  in  the  United  States.  They 
have  the  same  feelings  and  struggles. 
Living  in  another  culture  constitutes 
the  only  difference. 

In  all  cultures  an  undercurrent  at- 
titude that  something  is  wrong  with 
an  unmarried  person  seems  to  exist. 
That  attitude  shouldn't  be  prevalent 
in  the  church  since  Scripture  is  clear 
that  God  calls  some  people  as  singles, 
but  often  the  attitude  is  stronger 
among  Christians. 

Grace  Brethren  missionaries  who 
go  as  singles  have  had  to  come  to  an 
acceptance  within  themselves.  Their 
self-image  is  based  on  what  God  says, 
not  what  the  world  thinks.  Thus, 
they've  developed  a  strong  relation- 
ship with  God.  But  that  doesn't  mean 
they  don't  have  problems. 

Several  on  our  missions  staff  are 
willing  to  talk  about  some  of  the  ad- 
vantages and  problems  of  being  a 
single  missionary.  Listen  as  they 
share  about  serving  alone. 
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Patty  Morris 

In  France  you  will  find  similar  reac- 
tions to  singleness  as  you  do  in  the 
States.  Some  people  look  at  you  and 
think  that  it's  really  an  advantage 
because  you  have  more  freedom  to  do 
what  you  want  to  do  when  you  want 
to  do  it.  Others  can't  quite  figure  out 
a  diplomatic  way  to  ask  you  if  you 
have  taken  a  vow  of  celibacy  for  the 
rest  of  your  life.  They  wonder  this 
because  of  the  strong  Catholic  in- 
fluence in  the  country. 

There  are  others  who  understand 
the  depth  of  your  commitment,  that 
you  are  willing  to  be  single,  if  only 
temporarily,  to  help  them  in  the 
spiritual  needs  that  they  have.  This 
touches  their  hearts.  Some  of  the 
Christians  tease  and  try  to  be  match- 
makers, but  in  sincerity  they  pray  that 
if  God  wills,  He  will  bring  some  special 
person  into  your  life  with  whom  you 
can  share  the  burden  of  the  ministry. 

If  you  personally  have  a  good  grasp 
on  singleness  and  a  good  self  image, 
then  most  of  these  reactions  can  be 
taken  with  a  grain  of  salt.  There  are 
times  when  it  is  more  difficult  to  ac- 
cept yourself.  If  at  those  times  you 
have  to  deal  with  the  reactions  of 
others,  especially  the  idea,  "There 
must  be  something  wrong  with  her  if 
she  isn't  married  yet,"  it  is  not  always 
easy.  The  key  is  to  see  yourself  as  God 
sees  you  and  know  that  He  has  a 
special,  perfect  plan  for  your  life. 

Society  in  France  is  fairly  accepting 
of  singleness  because  there  are  more 
and  more  single  people.  The  reasons 
for  this  are  either  a  choice  not  to 
marry,  divorce,  or  the  increasing  prob- 
lem of  couples  deciding  just  to  live 
together.  It  is  amazing  how  accepted 
that  is  becoming. 


For  me,  singleness  is  an  asset  to  the 
particular  ministry  that  I  have. 
Because  I  serve  in  more  of  a  support 
role  as  administrative  secretary,  it  is 
important  that  I  don't  have  too  many 
other  responsibilities  in  the  home.  If 
I  were  married,  my  role  would  change 
because  I  would  probably  be  more 
directly  involved  in  church  planting 
and  encouraging  a  husband. 

It  is  also  an  asset  as  I  get  involved 
more  and  more  in  the  lives  of  French 
young  adults.  I  can  relate  to  them  and 
their  needs  better.  Also,  I  do  have  the 
luxury  of  working  together  in  a  team- 
work relationship  with  Jeannie  Miller. 
We  often  do  visiting  and  entertaining 
in  our  homes  together.  It  has  had 
many  advantages  to  ministry  and  pro- 
vides some  companionship  as  well. 

I  have  not  felt  too  many  limitations 
as  a  single  person.  Because  we  share 
biblical  concepts  with  people,  it 
doesn't  really  matter  whether  you  are 
single  or  married.  The  authority  and 
truth  we  have  is  the  Word  of  God  and 
that  is  all  we  need. 

Before  I  came  to  France  I  wondered 
how  I  would  cope  with  living  alone, 
because  I  had  never  done  it.  I  had  peo- 
ple pray  for  me  and  I  found  that  the 
transition  was  not  too  difficult. 
Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  go  home  at 
the  end  of  the  day  to  an  empty  house. 
Other  times  I  see  my  house  as  my 
refuge  and  really  enjoy  just  being 
alone  -  with  the  Lord. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  ad- 
justments in  living  alone  and  being 
single  is  not  always  having  an  outlet 
to  have  social  and  emotional  needs 
met.  But,  if  this  weren't  true,  I'd  pro- 
bably not  learn  to  lean  on  the  Lord 
and  find  my  source  of  fulfillment  and 
joy  in  Him. 

Recently,  I  have  been  challenged  to 
learn  how  to  worship  our  Lord  to  a 
greater  degree.  I  am  becoming  con- 
vinced that  if  my  focus  is  on  Him 
alone,  then  all  else  will  fit  into  place. 
This  means  spending  time  meditating 
on  who  He  is  and  how  I  can  be  pleas- 
ing to  Him.  It's  not  just  with  words 
that  He  asks  this,  it's  through  our  ser- 
vice. The  most  important  thing  is  to 
have  the  right  priority. 

Just  a  word  of  encouragement  to 
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"Being  single  is  an 

asset  as  far  as  having 

more  time  to  dedicate 

to  the  work  ..." 


those  who  are  considering  missionary 
service.  Before  coming  to  France  I  had 
to  come  to  the  point  in  my  life  where 
I  told  God  that  I  was  willing  to  go,  even 
if  that  meant  being  single.  I  realized 
that  I  couldn't  limit  God  in  what  He 
wanted  and  could  do  through  my  life. 
It's  important  to  have  that  settled 
before  you  come. 


Barbara  Hulse 

Singleness  in  Brazilian  culture  has 
changed  quite  a  bit  in  the  27  years  I've 
been  in  Brazil  and  varies  according  to 
area  of  the  country.  Years  ago  a  single 
person  never  lived  by  herself  unless 
she  wanted  to  be  considered  a  pros- 
titute. Being  single  and  living  in- 
dependently is  now  more  common 
and  more  acceptable  in  the  large  ur- 
ban centers. 

When  I  am  hurt  and  down  in  the 
dumps,  the  only  way  I  can  cope  with 
these  feelings  is  by  eventually 
recognizing  self-pity  and  the  need  to 
confess.  It  forces  me  to  recognize  that 
being  accepted  by  the  Lord  is  the  im- 
portant thing.  My  reaction  to  others' 
unkind  attitudes  is  a  battle  I  have  to 
fight  over  and  over  again.  I  believe  that 
it  has  resulted  in  my  being  more 
dependent  on  the  Lord. 

Being  single  is  an  asset  as  far  as 
having  more  time  to  dedicate  to  the 
work  and  also  to  identify  with  singles 
and  widows.  There  are,  of  course, 
limitations  as  certain  aspects  of 
church  planting  are  scripturally  a 
man's  job.  However,  I  find  my  time 
more  than  filled  with  women's  and 
children's  Bible  classes,  teacher  train- 
ing, and  visitation.  Since  wives  and 
mothers  have  quite  a  bit  less  time  to 
dedicate  to  these  ministries,  I  think 
singles  can  be  a  real  asset  in  church 
planting  as  well  as  other  types  of 
ministry. 


I  have  been  in  an  unusual  situation 
during  most  of  my  years  in  Brazil  -  no 
single  missionaries  have  lived  near 
me.  While  living  near  Belem,  I  did 
have  opportunity  for  occasional 
fellowship  with  singles  from  other 
missions.  Since  moving  to  Uberlan- 
dia,  there  are  no  other  single  mis- 
sionaries in  town  and  none  closer 
than  250  miles.  An  intimate  friend- 
ship with  someone  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion hasn't  been  possible.  Loneliness 
has  been  my  biggest  problem.  The 
Lord  gives  strength,  and  I  combat  it 
by  writing  quite  a  few  letters  and 
reading 

In  trying  to  cope  with  problems,  I 
have  learned  to  do  things  that  most 
married  women  might  not  do.  Plus, 
some  of  the  missionary  men  have 
helped  with  physical  work  that  I 
couldn't  do.  In  Uberlandia  I  can  take 
the  car  to  the  mechanic  or  hire  other 
kinds  of  needed  workers. 

Many  believers  have  told  me  they 
are  thankful  that  I  was  willing  to  leave 
my  family  to  come  and  teach  them 
God's  Word.  That  makes  everything 
worthwhile. 


Carol  Mensinger 

As  I  recall  my  first  term  in  Africa, 
I  remember  certain  well-meaning 
African  pastors  suggesting  that  I 
should  get  married  (advice  which  I 
tried  without  success  to  follow). 
However,  as  the  years  have  passed  and 
I  have  become  very  involved  in  the 
education  and  Christian  formation  of 
African  young  people,  such  sugges- 
tions are  very  rare. 

It  is  obvious  that  I  could  not  give  as 
much  time  to  my  ministry  with  young 
people  if  I  had  a  family  of  my  own  to 
care  for.  So  the  attitude  has  general- 
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ly  changed  from  "What  can  you,  an 
unmarried  girl,  teach  our  children?" 
to  "Thank  God  you  are  here  to  do 
what  we  are  unable  to  do  for  our 
children." 

I  think  that  the  Africans'  concern 
for  our  singleness  lies  in  the  fact  that 
in  African  cultures,  very  frequently 
unmarried  girls  will  be  led  into  sexual 
sin  and  subsequently  have  to  give  up 
their  ministry  in  the  church.  The 
single  missionary  who  does  not  suc- 
cumb to  this  sin  is  somewhat  of  a 
mystery  to  the  African,  who  often 
believes  that  a  woman  cannot  be 
happy  or  fulfilled  without  a  man  in 
her  life  (an  opinion  that  is  not  limited 
to  the  African  culture). 

In  many  ways  singleness  is  easier 
on  the  mission  field  than  in  the  States. 
Actually  I  do  not  think  of  myself  as  a 
"single".  This  word  seems  to  carry 
with  it  the  connotation  of  being  alone, 
and  I  am  not  alone. 

I  am  part  of  the  missionary  and 
church  family  both  in  Africa  and 
America.  There  are  very  close  friend- 
ships that  develop  with  fellow- 
missionaries  and  African  co-workers 
as  we  face  difficult  situations  together. 
We  are  knit  together  with  mutual  love, 
respect  and  dependence.  This  feeling 
of  family  no  doubt  makes  it  easier  to 
cope  with  being  unmarried,  because 
I  know  I  am  loved  and  needed. 

Perhaps  in  some  situations  being 
single  would  place  limitations  on  op- 
portunities for  service.  In  my  case  the 
opposite  is  true.  My  only  limitations 
are  my  own  abilities  and  energy.  As 
Paul  indicates  in  I  Corinthians 
7:32-34,  the  single  person  is  con- 
cerned with  things  of  the  Lord 
whereas  the  married  person's  in- 
terests are  divided  between  pleasing 
the  Lord  and  pleasing  his  mate.  Of 
course,  this  is  not  always  the  case; 
however,  it  certainly  can  be  true. 

Having  no  husband  or  children  to 
make  demands  on  my  time,  I  am  free 
to  give  unreservedly  of  my  time  and 
energy  to  serving  God  and  others.  The 
time  invested  in  ministering  to  young 
people  has  given  me  a  great  satisfac- 
tion and  sense  of  fulfillment.  My  ex- 
perience is  in  no  way  unique;  scores 
of  single  Christians  have  similar  lives. 


As  for  the  disadvantage  of  being 
single,  I'm  sure  they  are  quite  ap- 
parent. So  what  is  my  secret  to  cop- 
ing with  the  "single"  state?  It  is  very 
simple.  I  trust  my  Lord  to  lead  me  in- 
to what  is  right  for  me.  As  long  as  I  am 
following  Him,  whatever  happens  or 
doesn't  happen  will  be  best  for  me,  so 
that  I  might  become  more  like  Jesus. 


Edna  Haak 

German  society  is  accepting  of 
singles.  Just  as  in  the  States,  the 
various  categories  of  singles  (never 
married,  widowed,  divorced)  may  feel 
left  out,  misunderstood  and  even 
under  great  stress  (single  parents). 
This  is  due,  as  at  home,  more  to 
unintentional  thoughtlessness  and 
lack  of  awareness  than  to  deliberate 
discrimination  or  a  cultural  standard. 

Among  German  non-believers  the 
main  reason  for  choosing  to  remain 
single  would  be  to  pursue  a  career. 
Just  recently  I  met  a  married  woman 
who  for  all  intents  and  purposes  has 
chosen  to  live  as  a  single  in  order  to 
pursue  her  career  -  her  husband  lives 
in  one  city,  she  in  another.  Her  child 
is  grown  and  she  viewed  the  job  posi- 
tion in  another  city  as  the  next  step 
in  her  career.  As  she  put  it,  she  chose 
to  move  to  another  city  whether  or  not 
her  husband  makes  the  same  choice. 
Perhaps  another  reason  for  remaining 
single  would  be  to  avoid  the  respon- 
sibilities of  marriage. 

Then  there  is  the  category  of  those 
who  are  not  married  but  choose  to  live 
as  though  they  were  -  some  because 
it  is  a  better  tax  set  up  or  because 
various  government  benefits  are  bet- 
ter if  they  are  technically  single. 

My  own  personal  single  state  is  not 
a  hindrance  to  my  ministry.  God  tells 
me  it  is  an  asset  (I  Corinthians  7).  But 
sometimes  others'  attitudes  toward 
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singleness  can  be  a  tremendous  hin- 
drance. There  is  no  genuine  biblical 
understanding  of  either  singleness  or 
what  a  church  really  is. 

Most  of  the  women  to  whom  I  min- 
ister or  with  whom  I  am  becoming  ac- 
quainted are  married  and  have 
families.  I  have  a  fairly  good 
understanding  of  what  God  says 
about  families  and  His  standards  for 
them,  but  I  can  lay  no  claim  to  prac- 
tical experience.  I  have  learned  in  a 
new  way  that  God  changes  people  as 
His  Spirit  applies  His  Word  to  a  per- 
son's life  and  not  through  my  personal 
experience.  My  most  effective 
weapons  are  prayer  and  a  godly  life, 
not  personal  experience. 

To  be  a  successful  single  takes  work, 
just  as  a  successful  marriage  takes 
work.  We  need  to  know  God's  stan- 
dards and  guidelines,  set  our  goals  in 
light  of  them,  and  work  at  being  a 
God-honoring  single  for  as  long  as 
God  wants  singleness  to  be  a  part  of 
our  life. 

I  think  married  people  could  be  a 
tremendous  encouragement  to 
singles  if  they  would  take  time  to  read 
in  addition  to  the  Bible  a  book  or  two 
about  singleness  and  then  encourage 
singles  to  use  this  and  develop  it  for 
God's  glory  instead  of  just  asking 
when  a  person  is  going  to  get  married. 

Reactions  of  other  missionaries 
here  have  always  been  quite  positive 
and  supportive.  I  appreciate  and  am 
thankful  for  it. 


Lois  Wilson 

In  the  Central  African  Republic  na- 
tionals look  at  singles  as  something 
"different".  Some  feel  it  is  a  special 
calling  to  be  single  and  serve  the  Lord. 
Others  think  we  have  had  unhappy 
love  affairs,  so  are  serving  the  Lord  to 


"get  over"  this  unhappiness  of 
thwarted  love.  Others,  with  whom  we 
work  closely,  have  somewhat  of  an 
understanding  that  we  are  single 
because  God  has  not  given  us 
husbands;  this  is  His  will  for  us,  for 
me,  at  this  moment. 

I  am  asked  several  times  a  year,  "If 
a  man  wanted  to  marry  you,  would 
you  want  that?"  My  answer  is,  "Yes, 
if  I  knew  for  sure  this  was  the  man 
God  wanted  me  to  have  and  we  could 
serve  the  Lord  better  as  a  couple  than 
through  single  lives."  Others  ask,  "Do 
you  really  not  like  men?"  I  usually 
answer  (if  I  do  answer  that  question) 
that  I  like  men,  enjoy  being  around 
them,  appreciate  their  help,  wisdom, 
and  advice. 

Americans  are  sometimes  the 
harder  ones  to  answer  about  my 
singleness.  Many  unmarried  women 
think  that  the  married  state  is  the 
only  state  of  happiness  and  are  con- 
stantly looking  for  nice,  eligible  men 
for  us  singles.  Some  married  women 
are  very  understanding  and  include 
us  in  their  family  times.  That's  great. 

There  are  very  few  single  African 
women  who  have  not  had  an  intimate 
relationship  with  a  member  of  the  op- 
posite sex.  I  know  one  24  year  old 
woman  who  has,  as  far  as  I  know,  kept 
herself  pure.  I  had  a  long  time  single 
African  friend  who  just  last  year  had 
a  baby  -  a  fact  I  still  have  not  gotten 
over.  She  was  a  Christian  worker  of 
many  years.  In  the  C.A.R.  a  woman's 
calling  in  life  is  to  have  children  -  via 
marriage  or,  as  they  look  at  it,  sans 
marriage. 

Having  children  is  such  a  big  thing 
that  most  women  who  cannot  have 
children  become  prostitutes  to  some 
degree.  Perhaps  we  don't  call  them  by 
that  name,  but  Christians  or  not 
Christians,  they  "sleep  around"  as  the 
Africans  put  it. 

Being  single  is  a  big  asset  to  my 
ministry!  I  can  fix  my  own  schedule 
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(daily,  weekly,  monthly,  or  yearly) 
with  no  need  to  bend  to  a  husband,  fix 
his  meals,  or  fit  into  his  schedule.  A 
single's  ministry  is  quite  a  free  life  and 
I  love  it! 

Mary  Cripe  and  I  work  as  a  team, 
yet  we  are  very  flexible  in  our  living 
together.  Often  we  have  different  jobs 
even  though  we  live  in  the  same 
house. 

Sometimes  I  do  not  cope  very  well 
with  my  singleness.  As  a  woman,  I 
desire  the  intimacy  of  married  life. 
Sometimes  this  is  a  real  struggle  for 
me.  What  do  I  do  because  I  am  single? 

I  have  failed  at  times  to  put  Romans 
12:2  into  practice  and  have  had  to 
confess  sin  to  the  Lord.  Then  I  get  up 
and  start  over.  The  battle  is  often  in 
my  thought  life.  Some  days  a  fiercer 
battle  rages  than  other  days;  some 
days,  no  battle  at  all.  I  have  shared  my 
struggles  with  two  dear  friends  out 
here  on  the  field  and  they  join  me  in 
a  prayer  partnership.  We  hold  each 
other  up,  daily,  before  the  Lord. 


Alice  Peacock 

To  understand  what  it  is  like  to  be 
single  in  Argentina,  one  must  first 
understand  the  culture  of  Latin 
America  and  how  different  it  is  from 
the  United  States.  The  "macho"  in- 
fluence, though  not  as  strong  as  in 
other  Latin  American  countries, 
defines  the  woman  as  a  second-class 
citizen  in  many  situations. 

A  woman's  importance  is  influ- 
enced by  the  kind  of  job  that  her  hus- 
band has,  not  by  her  own  gifts  and 
talents.  So  where  does  that  leave  the 
single  girl? 

I  found  that  my  singleness  is  not  as 
well  accepted  in  Argentina  as  it  had 
been  in  the  States.  Almost  everyone 
tells  me  that  I  will  marry  someday. 


Most  single  girls  live  with  their 
families  until  they  marry.  Because  I 
am  a  foreigner,  the  Argentines  accept 
my  situation  as  not  following  the  rule. 
Some  even  feel  sorry  that  I  am  here 
without  my  family  and  invite  me  to 
dinner. 

It  took  me  some  time  to  adjust  to 
the  concept  of  what  it  is  like  to  be  a 
single  girl  here.  I  found  that  I  could 
not  change  the  Argentines'  thinking 
about  singles.  I  learned  to  accept  what 
they  think,  but  at  the  same  time  be 
myself. 

Actually  I  have  found  it  to  be  a 
challenge:  I  can  only  win  people  to 
myself  and  my  Lord  by  letting  Him 
control  my  life  and  making  me  win- 
some; I  do  not  have  to  have  a  husband 
to  depend  on  to  do  it  for  me. 

I  have  come  to  believe  that  any 
situation  has  its  advantages  and  its 
disadvantages.  One  of  the  advantages 
as  a  single  missionary  is  that  I  have 
more  flexibility  than  a  married 
woman.  I  am  free  to  go  to  the  capital 
on  important  errands  if  I  need  to.  I 
don't  have  to  worry  about  a  schedule 
-  being  home  to  feed  my  husband  or 
taking  the  kids  to  school,  for  example. 
Divorced  and  single  women  identify 
more  readily  with  me  than  they  would 
with  a  married  woman.  When  I  am 
tired  and  want  to  be  alone,  it  is  much 
easier  for  me  to  do  it  as  a  single 
woman. 

I  believe  that  God  has  me  single  for 
a  purpose:  not  just  to  be  a  single  mis- 
sionary but  using  that  singleness  to 
mold  me  into  the  image  of  Christ. 
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Annual  Address  Changes 

Atkins,  Dave:  4750  Castana  Ave., 
Lakewood,  CA  90712 
Blake,  Stephen:  112  W.  Godfrey  Ave., 
Philadelphia,  PA  19120 
Boyer,  Keith:  4405  Tabony  St.,  -A, 
Metairie,  LA  70006 

Caton,  Jim:  205  Gibbs  St.,  St.  John's, 
Ml  48870 

Downing,  Howard:  8146  Smith- 
Calhoun  Rd.,  Plain  City,  OH  43064 
Emch,  Daryle:  1452  Chelmsford  Sq.  N., 
Columbus,  OH  43229 
Gnagey,  Gary:  P.O.  Box  484,  Horsham, 
PA  19044 

Guiles,  Ronald:  P.O.  Box  81093,  Ft. 
Worth,  TX  76118 

Hable,  Gary:  304  Dillrose  Dr.,  North- 
wood,  OH  43619 
Miller,  R.  Paul:  600  Laura  Ave., 
Altamonte  Springs,  FL  32701 
Nix,  Dayne:  7042  Quay  St.,  Arvada,  CO 
80003 

Ohio,  Elyria:  The  Elyria  Grace  Brethren 
Church  has  changed  their  name  to  the 
Spring  Valley  Community  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  1305  Nash  Ave.,  Elyria,  OH 
44035.  (216)  366-0755.  David  J.  Gaston, 
Pastor 

Shedd,  Dan:  5254  Grasswood  Ct.,  Con- 
cord, CA  94521 

Smith,  Eric:  P.O.  Box  450,  Davao  City, 
Mindano,  Philippines 
Sturley,  John:  5656  Hellman  Ave.,  Alta 
Loma,  CA  91701 


Deaths 

Pennsylvania,  Aleppo:  Tedrow,  Earl,  85. 

March  27,  1986.  Aleppo  Brethren  Church. 

Washington,  Yakima:  Belles,  Kenneth  A., 

57.  March  29,  1986.  Yakima  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Michigan,  New  Troy:  Vaitkus,  Irene. 

March  19,  1986.  New  Troy  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Michigan,  New  Troy:  Taylor,  Clarence. 

April  22,  1986.  New  Troy  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 


California,  Perris:  Mayes,  Marjorie  G., 
85.  April  19,  1986.  First  Grace  Brethren 
Church  of  Long  Beach. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

France,  St.  Albain:  Over  twenty  young 
adults  are  attending  GBC  Christian  Educa- 
tion's Euro-Missions  institute  during  the 
month  of  June.  All  participants  are 
seriously  considering  European  missions 
as  a  career.  Please  remember  these  peo- 
ple in  prayer  as  they  learn  about  mis- 
sions and  seek  God's  direction  in  their 
lives. 


Minnesota,  Bemidji:  Over  1600  youth 
and  adults  are  expected  to  attend  GBC 
Christian  Education's  1986  Brethren 
National  Youth  Conference  at  Bemidji 
State  University.  A  special  feature  for 
the  week,  in  addition  to  great  speakers 
and  music  by  Al  Holley,  will  be  a  con- 
cert by  David  Meece. 
Indiana,  Hartford  City:  Philip  E.  Spence 
has  been  installed  as  pastor  of  the  GBC, 
Hartford  City,  IN.  Currently  enrolled  in 
Grace  Theological  Seminary,  Spence  is  a 
native  of  northwestern  Ohio  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Bowling  Green  State  Univer- 
sity. He  and  his  wife,  Minda,  have  one 
son. 


TRAINING  CHURCH  LEADERS 

GBC  Christian  Education's 
1986  CE  CONVENTION 

Monday,  August  4 
Winona  Lake,  Indiana 

Featured  Speakers: 

Dr.  Bruce  Wilkinson 

President  of  Walk  Thru  the  Bible 
Pastors  and  Wives  Breakfast  and 
"The  Laws  of  Dynamic  Teaching" 

Dr.  Sumner  Wemp 

Vice  President  of  Spiritual  Affairs  at  Liber- 
ty University,  Lynchburg,  VA. 
Monday  night  challenge  on  evangelism 

Mrs.  Shari  Smithwick 

Pastor's  wife  from  Anchorage,  Alaska 
Personal  challenge  at  Pastor's  Wives 
Breakfast  Tuesday  morning. 

PLUS  over  40  "How-To"  workshops! 

Cost:  $10  per  person  or  $14  per  couple 
Includes  conference  syllabus 

Sponsored  by  GBC  Christian  Education 

Box  365 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
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Maryland,  Temple  Hills:  R.  Dallas 
Greene  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
May  18,  1986.  Pastor  Greene  has  been 
ministering  to  the  youth  at  Temple  Hills 
Grace  Brethren  Church  since  May  1983, 
upon  graduating  from  Grace  Theological 
Seminary.  Since  June  of  1985,  Greene 
has  pastored  the  branch  satellite  church 
in  Frederick. 

Brazil,  Belem:  While  EMI  is  being  con- 
ducted in  Europe,  a  new  Grace  Brethren 
missions  institute  is  in  session  in  South 
America.  GBC  Christian  Education's 
Latin  American  Missions  Institute  is 
underway  with  13  participants.  The  first 
two  weeks  of  the  program  are  held  in 
Belem,  Brazil,  with  missionaries  and  na- 
tionals from  Grace  Brethren  Latin 
American  fields  sharing  in  the 
classroom  time.  Pastor  Richard  Mayhue, 
Long  Beach,  CA,  GBC  is  the  featured 
speaker. 

Pennsylvania,  Bethlehem:  The  Lehigh 
Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church  honored 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  Ron  Guiles  with  a 
farewell  reception  and  memory  book, 
April  6,  1986.  In  late  April,  the  Guiles' 
began  a  new  Grace  Brethren  Church  in 
the  Dallas— Ft.  Worth  area,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Brethren  Home  Mis- 
sions Council. 

Spain,  Valencia:  The  most  important 
fiesta  of  the  year  in  Valencia  is  known 
as  the  "Fallas."  It  is  a  week-long 
celebration  dedicated  to  St.  Joseph. 
During  the  celebration  (March  12-19), 
enormous  Fallas  (statues  of  wax  and 
cardboard,  costing  as  much  as  $50,000 
each)  are  set  up  in  plaza  squares  and 
street  corners.  Reaching  its  noisy  and 
brilliant  climax  at  midnight  on  the  final 
day,  the  Fallas  are  set  on  fire. 

It  is  in  the  midst  of  such  religious 
celebrations  and  fanatical  fervor  that  the 
Bob  Salazars  and  Ralph  Robinsons  are 
establishing  a  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Florida,  Pompano  Beach:  May  18,  1986 
was  a  day  of  joy  for  the  burning  of 
their  mortgage. 

Ohio,  Findley:  The  Findley  Grace 
Brethren  Church  has  called  Gene  de 
Jongh  of  Royersford,  Pennsylvania,  to 


become  Pastor.  He  will  begin  his  duties 
July  1. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Dave  Atkins, 
former  director  of  youth  leadership  for 
GBC  Christian  Education,  in  April, 
became  youth  pastor  of  the  North  Long 
Beach  Brethren  Church. 
Africa,  Bangui  (CAR):  During 
maneuvers  over  the  Bangui  airport,  a 
French  fighter  crashed  after  takeoff.  The 
pilot  was  severely  wounded  after  bail 
out.  The  jet  crashed  only  50  meters 
from  a  grade  school.  About  70  people 
were  killed. 

The  reactions  of  the  people  were 
startling.  Mobs  of  angry  youth  filled  the 
streets,  seeking  revenge  for  the  dead. 
Blaming  the  French,  two  waves  of  rock- 
throwing  youths,  moving  from  the 
hospital  grounds  to  the  downtown  area, 
passed  the  FGBC  mission  seeking 
"whites"  to  stone.  One  Brethren  mis- 
sionary was  locked  in  the  guest  house 
while  the  sentries  guarded  the  gate. 
Another  was  sheltered  in  a  neighbor's 
house,  but  a  third  was  caught  outside 
with  out  warning.  Even  though  they 
grabbed  and  threatened  her,  the  Lord 
protected.  The  youth  took  her  money 
and  let  her  go. 

Alaska,  North  Pole:  Bob  Gentzel,  his 
wife,  Jamie,  and  two  children,  assumed 
the  pastorate  at  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  North  Pole,  Alaska,  in  early 
March.  A  graduate  of  Huntington  College 
in  Indiana  and  Azusa  Pacific  University  in 
California,  Bob  also  attended  Grace 
Theological  Seminary. 

France,  St.  Albain:  The  first  annual 
conference  of  the  French  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches  was  held  at 
Saint  Albain,  May  17-19,  1986.  The 
churches  that  participated  were  Chalon, 
Macon,  Le  Creusot/Montceau,  and  Lyon. 
Kent  Good  is  president  of  the  fellowship. 


COUNSELOR  TRAINING 


in  your  own  home  and  at  your  own  pace.  Sludies 
directed  by  qualified  Christian  Counselor.  For  a  FREE 
brochure  write. 
INSTITUTE  OF  CHRISTIAN  COUNSELING 

P.O.  Box  878 
Aberdeen,  Maryland  21001 


Pennsylvania,  Gettysburg:  Tony  Webb 
has  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Gettysburg,  PA. 
A  recent  graduate  of  Grace  Theological 
Seminary,  Pastor  Webb  is  also  a 
graduate  of  Grace  College. 

Webb  and  his  wife,  Cathy,  are  ex- 
pecting their  first  child. 

Germany:  Religion  in  Germany  plays  a 
very  important  role,  as  can  be  seen  by 
the  fact  that  the  two  State  Churches  of 
Germany  (primarily  Roman  Catholic  and 
Lutheran/Reformed)  together  are  the  na- 
tion's second  largest  employer.  By  con- 
trast, however,  the  spiritual  deadness  in 
Germany's  larger  cities  is  evident  by  the 
fact  that  the  percentage  attending  wor- 
ship services  in  Berlin  and  Hamburg  is 
lower  than  in  Moscow,  Russia! 


World  News 

California,  Costa  Mesa:  In  February, 
Biblical  News  Service,  the  publisher  of 
the  multimillion  copy  best  sellers,  the 
Presidential  Biblical  Scoreboard  and 
the  Candidates  Biblical  Scoreboard, 
conducted  a  survey  of  100  of  the  na- 
tion's leaders  of  evangelical  Christian  ac- 
tivists organizations  to  determine  their 
preferential  choices  for  President  and 
Vice  President.  Says  Scoreboard 
publisher  David  W.  Balsiger,  "The 
results  of  these  preferential  polls  among 
the  nation's  evangelical  Christian  activist 
leaders  are  significant  because  these 
groups  are  not  only  involved  in 
legislative  issues  but  are  also  very  ac- 
tive in  elective  politics.  These  groups  in- 
fluence the  45  million  registered 
evangelical  Christian  voters."  The 
evangelical  Christian  activists  leaders' 
choice  for  President  include:  Pat 
Robertson,  43%;  Jack  Kemp,  23%; 
William  Armstrong,  9%;  Phil  Gramm, 
7%.  The  Vice  Presidential  choices  in- 
clude: Jack  Kemp,  24%;  Jeane 
Kirkpatrick,  20%;  Pat  Robertson,  13%; 
Orrin  Hatch  7%;  and  Jesse  Helms,  7%. 
Those  candidates  most  opposed  by 
these  Christian  activists  include:  Jesse 
Jackson,  24%;  Edward  Kennedy,  24%; 
Mario  Cuomo,  22%;  Gary  Hart  16%; 
and  Jay  Rockefeller,  7%. 
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The  contents  of  a  care  package  are 
usually  as  follows:  three  partially 
disassembled  popcorn  balls,  a  pair  of 
argyle  socks,  a  half-litre  bottle  of 
cologne  shaped  like  a  totem  pole,  a 
paisley  tie  (or  perhaps  it's  a  stained 
bib),  a  roll-on  can  of  Right  Guard,  a 
pencil  sharpener  that  looks  like  a 
pack  of  Juicy  Fruit,  a  pair  of 
underwear  (one  size  fits  all),  and  38 
miniature  Oh  Henry!  candy  bars. 

Now  don't  get  me  wrong,  I  love  these 
ladies.  They  have  taught  me  many 
things  about  spiritual  matters  and  life 
in  general.  Their  knowledge  about 
surviving  as  a  bachelor,  dare  I  say  it, 
is  somewhat  limited,  however. 

To  correct  this  whole  unfortunate 
situation,  I  have  put  together  items 
which  I  would  consider  important  to 
include  in  a  survival  kit  for  bachelors. 

Things  to  include: 

Ajire  extinguisher. 

A  bachelor  looks  at  the  task  of  cook- 
ing in  a  much  different  way  than  the 
normal  American.  For  the  bachelor 
what  matters  more  than  anything  is 
speed.  A  successful  dinner  is  judged 
not  so  much  on  taste  but  whether  the 
smoke  alarm  went  off  or  not.  For  in- 
stance, one  of  my  favorite  dinners  hap- 
pens to  be  Meatloaf  Flambe.  Without 
a  fire  extinguisher,  a  bachelor  has  to 
resort  to  drastic  measures  to  save  his 
apartment.  During  the  summer,  open 
windows  are  a  big  help.  Grass  fires  are 
much  easier  to  put  out  than  a  flam- 
ing couch.  In  any  case,  a  fire  ex- 
tinguisher would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  bachelor.  Eyebrows  take  forever  to 
grow  back. 

Oxygen  tanks  and  respirator. 

This  is  especially  helpful  for  at  least 
two  routine  tasks  -  doing  the  laundry 
and  cleaning  out  the  refrigerator. 
Breathing,  as  all  medical  doctors  will 
tell  you,  is  important.  A  little  known 
fact  is  that  the  single  largest  cause  of 
death  among  bachelors  is  asphyxia- 
tion. Usually,  the  victim  is  found 
slumping  over  a  load  of  standing 
sweat  socks  or  with  his  head  in  the 
refrigerator  and  last  month's  tuna 
macaroni  salad  feeding  on  his  ears. 


A  dog. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  most  practical 
gift  to  give  a  bachelor  for  a  number  of 
reasons.  A  dog  provides  wonderful 
companionship,  discourages  prowlers, 
entertains  with  tricks,  and  eats 
anything  smaller  than  a  breadbox 
that  moves.  The  potential  savings  are 
incredible. 

French  poodles  or  chihuahuas, 
however,  need  not  apply.  The  dog,  you 
see,  must  be  of  a  good  sturdy  constitu- 
tion. A  hardy  mutt,  for  example,  is 
much  cheaper  than  a  garbage 
disposal.  In  your  typical  bachelor's 
apartment,  there  is  more  than  enough 
to  keep  a  dog  fed  for  months  -  the 
chunky-style  milk,  the  half-eaten 
Oreos  under  the  couch,  the  leftovers 
on  the  dishes,  endless  tin  cans,  and  all 
the  numerous  creatures  smaller  than 
a  breadbox  that  move. 

Vacuum  sweepers  are  in  constant 
need  of  repair.  Armed  with  the  proper 
canine,  one  can  forget  about  these 
bills.  I  have  a  dog  I  used  to  call  Spike. 
He  is  ugly,  but  efficient.  One  afternoon 
after  Greek  class  the  doorbell  rang.  A 
door-to-door  vacuum  salesman.  He 
gave  me  his  spiel  about  this  $500 
wonder  machine.  Then  he  asked  to 
give  a  demonstration.  So  I  cleared  a 
spot  on  the  living  room  floor  and  he 
went  to  work.  He  poured  a  pile  of  guck 
on  my  rug  that  looked  like  something 
I  saw  once  on  a  science  fiction  movie. 
He  told  me  not  to  worry.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  vacuum  it  up,  leaving  the 
carpet  an  entirely  different  color  than 
I  had  ever  seen  it  before. 

Spike  and  I  were  not  impressed.  I 
went  to  the  trash  can  and  poured  a 
similar  pile  on  the  floor.  My  dog  per- 
formed the  same  task  in  no  time  flat 
and  looked  at  the  salesman  with  a 
vaguely  defiant  grin.  The  salesman 
left  depressed. 

I  used  to  call  my  dog  Spike.  Now  I 
call  him  Hoover. 

An  11-foot  pole. 

This  is  a  gift  that  is  often  over- 
looked. It  is,  I  suppose,  hard  to 
disguise  under  a  Christmas  tree.  It 
also  lacks  a  certain  degree  of  sen- 
timental appeal.  But  it  is  practical. 
There    are    several    things    in    a 
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bachelor's  apartment  that  shouldn't 
be  touched  with  a  10-foot  pole. 
Therefore,  an  extra  foot  may  give  the 
user  the  needed  margin  of  safety.  If 
possible,  the  pole  should  be  sharp- 
ened to  a  point  at  one  end.  This  tool 
makes  several  tasks,  before  un- 
thinkable, possible:  Removing  the 
3-month  old  liver  from  the  back  of  the 
refrigerator  (don't  be  alarmed  when 
you  hear  a  scream  on  the  first  stab); 
taking  the  23  garbage  bags  off  the 
front  porch  during  spring  thaw; 
replacing  the  expired  odor  eaters  from 
your  Pumas;  vaulting  over  a  pile  of 
dirty  clothes,  old  pizza  boxes  and  pop 
cans,  and  finding  the  dog  who  hap- 
pened to  fall  asleep  while  you  were 
cleaning  out  the  bedroom  closet. 

An  acetylene  torch. 

Depending  upon  how  long  the 
bachelor  has  lived  in  one  place,  this 
gift  may  be  a  necessity.  Regardless  of 
what  the  television  commercials  tell 
you,  lemon-fresh  Joy  can  only  do  so 
much.  Bachelors,  in  fact,  are  relatively 
unconcerned  about  seeing  them- 
selves in  dishes.  They  are  more  con- 
cerned about  whether  they  will  live  if 
they  eat  off  the  dishes  again. 

It  is  my  experience  that  dishes  that 
have  been  stacked  for  weeks  will  res- 
pond to  nothing  less  than  hydro- 
chloric acid,  which  is  a  compound 
which  fails  to  discriminate  between 
the  dish  and  the  crud.  Or,  for  that 
matter,  your  hands. 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  the  torch. 
A  practiced  hand  can  blast-clean  a 
casserole  dish  in  seconds  flat.  And  the 
beauty  of  it  is  that  you  can  rest 
assured  that  all  of  the  dishes  have 
been  sanitized  also. 

The  torch,  of  course,  can  be  put  to 
other  uses.  It  is  far  less  expensive  than 
a  microwave  and  can  warm  a  day-old 
McDLT  in  nearly  the  same  time.  In 
case  you  have  friends  who  smoke,  it 
can  be  used  as  a  subtle  reminder  of 
potential  health  hazards  when  they 
ask  for  a  light.  Also,  for  those  with 
nimble  hands,  the  torch  can  make 
quick  work  of  those  unsightly 
cobwebs  (Hoover  especially  likes  this 
as  he  follows  me  around  waiting  for 
possible  bug  fallout). 


Several  large  buckets. 

Liquid  run-off  of  some  form  or 
another  is  common  in  a  bachelor's 
apartment.  Most  often  it  is  of  the  non- 
serious  variety,  such  as  the  Camp- 
bell's split  pea  soup  boiling  over  and 
forming  a  falls  from  the  stove  to  the 
kitchen  carpet.  Sometimes,  however, 
the  run-off  is  serious.  Like  the  time 
Hoover  mistook  the  corner  of  my 
waterbed  for  his  latex  doggie  chew  toy. 
I  remember  waking  up  to  the  sound 
of  helicopters  as  my  downstairs 
neighbors  were  being  air-lifted  to  high 
ground. 

These  are  just  a  few  suggestions 
from  an  experienced  bachelor.  Please, 
you  dear  ladies,  no  more  Oh  Henry! 
bars  or  underwear  that  you  can  carry 
watermelons  in.  Please,  how  about 
something  practical? 

Did  I  mention  the  indoor  garden 
hose? 

I  I 


Wilkins  is  the  director  of  information  Ser- 
vices at  Grace  Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the  publications 
and  promotional  materials  of  the  Develop- 
ment Department. 
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Walk 
ALONE 
With  GOD. 

by  ISOBEL  FRASER 


Isobel  Fraser  spent  35 
years  at  the  Grace 
Brethren  Messianic 
Testimony.  Some  of 
those  years,  she  was 
the  only  missionary 
on  the  field.  Yet  she 
soon  learned  she 
wasn't  alone. 


There  is  joy  in  serving  Jesus, 

As  I  walk  alone  with  God, 
'Tis  the  joy  of  Christ,  my  Saviour, 
Who  the  path  of  suffering  trod. 

There  is  joy,  joy 

Joy  in  serving  Jesus 
Joy  that  throbs  within  my  heart; 

Every  moment,  every  hour, 
As  I  draw  upon  His  power. 
There  is  joy,  joy 

Joy  that  never  shall  depart. 


T 

Ahe 


rhe  above  verse  from  the  song, 
"Joy  In  Serving  Jesus,"  by  Oswald  J. 
Smith  hit  a  responsive  chord  in  my 
heart  the  other  day.  A  reminder  that 
joy  in  the  Christian  life  depends  upon 
walking  with  God!  When  one  does 
that,  actually,  one  is  never  alone.  And 
yet  there  is  a  measure  in  which  each 
of  us,  whether  married  or  with  a  fam- 
ily, does  walk  alone  --  and  I  trust  with 
God. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  a  dif- 
ference or  God  would  not  have  pro- 
vided a  "help  meet"  for  Adam  there 
in  the  garden  of  Eden  saying  it  was 


not  good  for  man  to  be  alone.  However, 
I  believe  this  involves  a  relationship 
not  just  the  existence  of  people  for  one 
can  be  alone  in  a  crowd.  For  those  who 
do  not  have  a  "help  meet"  encourage- 
ment comes  from  the  apostle  Paul, 
who  also  served  the  Lord  as  a  single, 
who  writing  on  this  subject  in  I  Cor- 
inthians 7  said  in  verse  32:  "But  I 
want  you  to  be  free  from  concern.  One 
who  is  unmarried  is  concerned  about 
things  of  the  Lord,  how  he  may  please 
the  Lord"  (NAS). 

To  serve  Him  as  a  single  is  the  Lord's 
will  for  me.  For  the  most  part  I  have 
been  satisfied  in  this  position.  Of 
course,  there  have  been  occasions 
when  I  wished  for  "a  man  around," 
especially  when  mechanical  things 
went  wrong.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
reminded  that  Paul  also  said  regar- 
ding the  married:  "Yet  such  will  will 
have  trouble  in  this  life,  and  I  am  try- 
ing to  spare  you"  (NAS  7:28).  So  I  have 
been  spared! 

How  has  this  singleness  related  to 
my  serving  the  Lord  among  the 
Jewish  people  in  the  Fairfax  area  of 
Los  Angeles?  There  was  greater 
responsibility,  especially  in  those 
years  when  I  was  the  only  missionary 
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on  the  field,  and  a  greater  realization 
of  the  need  to  depend  on  the  Lord  in 
making  decisions  and  ministering. 
This  also  entailed  becoming  a  "jack 
of  all  trades."  Aside  from  the  Bible 
teaching,  counseling,  and  visitation, 
which  are  usually  looked  upon  as  the 
missionary  work,  there  were  the 
physical  necessities  of  the  mission. 
Many  "hats"  were  worn  becoming 
housekeeper,  cook,  hostess,  chaufeur, 
secretary.  Whatever  was  the  need,  I 
was  it!  Time  has  always  been  an  an- 
tagonist of  mine,  and  more  so  with  the 
added  responsibilities,  but  the  Lord 
enables  getting  everything  done  on 
time  if  not  ahead  of  time.  Time-wise 
there  is  the  advantage  of  the  facility 
of  changing  the  schedule  to  meet  the 
need  as  others  need  not  be  consulted. 
Upon  occasions  singles  have  con- 
fided in  me  that  they  have  felt  left  out 
and  not  taken  into  consideration  in 
situations  where  leaders  have  been 
married.  In  my  ministry  with  the 
Jewish  people  there  have  been  those 
in  this  category  and  my  own  situation 


"After  all  is  said,  the 
crux  of  the  matter  is  -- 
what  is  the  Lord's  will." 

has  enabled  me  to  minister  and  it  has 
opened  up  avenues  of  sharing.  We 
could  relate  to  one  another. 

On  the  other  hand,  being  a  single 
has  had  its  disadvantages.  In  opposi- 
tion to  the  above  remarks,  it  has  not 
always  been  possible  for  me  to  relate 
to  the  problems  and  needs  of  the  mar- 
rieds.  Also,  not  having  someone  close 
with  whom  the  intimate  good  and  bad 
experiences  could  be  shared  has  its 
emotional  let-down.  I  don't  know 
about  others,  but  having  someone  to 
be  accountable  to  is  a  good  extra  prod 
for  me.  These  needs  can  make  it 
easier  to  give  in  to  self. 

Not  only  being  single  but  also  with 
it  being  a  female  can  be  a  disadvan- 
tage at  times.  This  applies  to  minister- 
ing to  men,  for  example.  There  is  a 
restaurant  in  Hollywood  near  Sunset 
and  La  Brea  that  is  special  to  me  for 


that  is  where  several  Jewish  men 
made  their  decisions  to  accept  Jesus 
as  Messiah,  Lord  and  Saviour. 

After  all  is  said,  the  crux  of  the  mat- 
ter is  this  -  what  is  the  Lord's  will. 
When  that  issue  is  settled  there  is 
peace  and  then  "ye  may  walk  worthy 
of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleasing,  being 
fruitful  in  every  good  work,  and  in- 
creasing in  the  knowledge  of  God; 
Strengthened  with  all  might,  accor- 
ding to  his  glorious  power,  unto  all  pa- 
tience and  longsuffering  with 
joyfulness"  (Col.  1:10,11). 
"There  is  joy  in  serving  Jesus,  as  I 
walk  ALONE  with  Him." 


1 

Isabel     Fraser     recently 
retired   after   35    years   of 
ministry  among  the  Jewish 
people    of  Los    Angeles, 
California.    She   currently 
resides    In    Fort    Wayne, 
Indiana. 

Grace  Fairlane 

CAMPGROUND 

Grace  Fairlane  Mobile  Home  Park 
and  Campground  is  located  1/4 
mile  east  of  Grace  College. 
The  campground  is  equipped  with 
a  showerhouse,  hook-ups  and 
playground. 

For  more  information  or  reserva- 
tions, contact: 

Dalton  Kanode,  Park  Manager 
R.R.  8,  Box  180 
Warsaw,  IN  46580 
(219)  269-5980 
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POINT  OF  VIEW 


by  MARY  THOMPSON 


Singles  on  a  remote 
mission  station  per- 
form a  variety  of 
ministries. 


A 


i  lmost  a  third  of  the  staff  at 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Mission  are 
single  women.  A  big  third,  not  in 
physical  size,  but  in  the  ministry  they 
perform.  They  serve  as  teachers, 
school  principal,  home  visitors,  book- 
keeper, athletic  director,  kitchen  staff, 
in  addition  to  picking  up  many  other 
tasks.  What  would  we  do  without 
them! 

But  how  do  they  feel  about  being 
single  in  a  cross-cultural  ministry, 
seventy  miles  from  a  shopping  mall? 
I  asked  some  of  them. 

What  are  some  advantages  to 
being  single  in  the  ministry 
God  has  given  you? 

One  obvious  advantage  is  that  I 
don't  have  somebody  else  to  care  for. 
If  I  had  a  husband  or  children  I  would 
really  be  a  failure  if  I  didn't  care  for 
them  as  my  first  responsibility.  We 
who   are   single   don't    have   those 


duties  and  can  spend  more  time  on 
ministries  outside  the  home. 

I  can  be  called  upon  day  or  night. 
I'm  available  for  emergencies  without 
feeling  guilty  about  leaving  a  family. 

Paul  says  (I  Corinthians  7:32-34) 
that  an  unmarried  person  "is  con- 
cerned about  the  Lord's  affairs  -  how 
he  can  please  the  Lord,"  in  contrast 
to  the  married  person  who  is  "con- 
cerned about  the  affairs  of  this 
world."  how  she/he  can  please  a  hus- 
band or  wife. 

Paul  speaks  of  singleness  being 
good  "because  of  the  present  crisis." 
Whatever  the  situation  was  in  his 
time,  I  believe  there  are  certain  jobs 
today  that  may  be  handled  better  by 
a  single  person. 

I've  been  thinking  recently  that 
since  the  Lord  has  not  brought  a  hus- 
band to  me.  He  wants  me  to  be  single, 
at  this  point  anyway,  and  maybe  for 
the  rest  of  my  life.  He  must  feel  that 
I  can  do  my  ministry  better  singly, 
and  my  singleness  may  be  an  advan- 
tage in  ways  that  I'm  not  even  aware 
of 

As  a  single  person  I  have  more  time 
for  prayer,  communion  with  the  Lord, 
and  Bible  study. 

Although  I'm  without  a  spouse  or 
children,  Jesus  promised,  "Everyone 
who  has  left  houses  or  brothers  or 
sisters  or  father  or  mother  or  children 
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or  fields  for  my  sake  will  receive  a 
hundred  times  as  much  ..."  God 
rewards  me  with  special  relation- 
ships among  the  people  to  whom  I 
minister. 

Can  you  cite  some  disadvan- 
tages to  being  a  single  person 
in  ministry? 

A  single  person  gets  stuck  with  all 
the  yard  work,  and  you  have  to  check 
the  oil  in  your  car.  You  have  the  con- 
flict with  how  much  time  you  can 
devote  to  ministry  and  how  much 
time  is  required  to  take  care  of  your 
physical  needs. 

It's  really  been  nice  for  me  to  have 
my  dad  here.  Even  though  he's  not  a 
husband  he's  a  man  who  will  look 
after  me.  I  thought  about  that  this 
weekend  when  I  was  having  car  pro- 
blems and  he  wasn't  here. 

My  father  comes  once  in  a  while 
and  I'll  certainly  miss  him  when  he 
isn't  able  to  come  and  catch  up  on 
some  of  those  loose  ends. 

Sometimes  it  would  be  nice  to  have 
someone  to  talk  with. 

A  lot  of  times  a  person  on  a  mission 
field  has  a  room  mate  and  that  can 
take  away  from  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing single.  It  takes  more  time  to  live 
with  a  room  mate.  Two  people  have 
different  ways  of  doing  things.  A 
roommate  is  seldom  like  family. 

Do  you  sometimes  feel  dis- 
criminated against  because 
you're  single? 

One  advantage  here  at  GBNM  is 
that  even  though  we  are  single  there 
is  really  a  close  fellowship  between 
singles  and  married  couples.  You 
don't  feel  that  you're  set  apart  as  a  lit- 
tle group. 

It  would  be  hard  where  the  singles 
group  feels  isolated  and  different.  I've 
had  that  feeling  sometimes  when  I've 
visited  in  a  church. 

I  don't  feel  that  we're  overloaded 
here  just  because  we're  singles.  Peo- 
ple don't  say,  "Let's  give  them  this  job 
to  do.  They're  single  and  they  have  a 
lot  more  time."  I've  heard  single  peo- 


Teaching  the  Word  of  God  is  a  vital  part  of  Elaine  Marpel's  ministry  at  the  Grace 
Brethren  Navajo  Mission  School. 


.  .  .  even  though  we  are 
single,  there  is  a  really 
close  friendship  between 
singles  and  married 
couples.  You  don't  feel 
that  you're  set  apart  as 
a  little  group. 
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God  has  a  ministry  for 
each  Christian  and  He 
knows  how  we  can  fulfill 
our  task  best. 


Dianna  Graney  takes  time  from  her  busy 
schedule  as  Mission  bookkeeper  to  teach 
Navajo  girls  needlework. 


pie  express  that  as  a  problem  on 
other  mission  fields. 

As  we  consider  different  groups  of 
people  I  think  we  should  be  careful 
not  to  categorize  them.  There  is  a 
tendency  to  say,  "Single  men  are  like 
this  .  .  .  Married  women  are  like  this 
.  .  .  Older  people  are  like  this  .  .  . 
Teenagers  are  like  this."  Each  person 
is  different  and  God's  Word  is  for 
everyone. 

Do  you  believe  that  because 
you're  single  now,  the  Lord 
necessarily  has  called  you  to 
that  position  for  the  rest  of 
your  life? 

J  believe  God  has  a  ministry  for 
each  Christian  and  He  knows  how  we 
can  fulfill  our  task  best.  Sometimes 
He  changes  our  ministry.  But  we 
should  be  content  in  whatever  posi- 
tion the  Lord  places  us. 

We  read  in  the  Bible  of  people  God 
used  when  they  were  married,  and 
later  when  they  were  single.  God 
even  used  the  death  ofEzekiel's  wife 
as  an  object  lesson  in  Ezekiel's  pro- 
phetic work  (Ezekiel  24:15-19).  Then 
there  was  Ruth,  a  widow,  whom  God 
gave  a  husband.  And  Ruth  and  Boaz 
became  parents  ofObed,  grandfather 
to  King  David. 

I've  seen  some  people  who  were 
widowed  who  were  able  to  pick  up  a 
different  ministry  after  the  death  of 
their  spouse. 

And  when  the  Lord  changes  a  per- 
son's state  from  single  to  married  He 
often  changes  ministries  too.  I  cer- 
tainly couldn't  continue  what  I'm  do- 
ing if  I  were  married. 
I  I 


¥*      .......      1 


Among  Mary  Thompson's 
many  responsibilities  at  the 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Mis- 
sion is  the  promotion  of  the 
Mission  throughout  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Breth- 
ren Churches.  She  and  her 
husband,  Ray.  also  work 
closely  with  the  Navajo 
pastors  and  their  wives  in  planting  native 
Grace  Brethren  Churches  on  the  Navajo 
Reservation. 
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We 
take 
investing 
seriously. 


Funds  placed  in  the  Grace  Brethren 
Investment  Foundation  are  an 

important  part  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
church  planting  program  in  North 
America.  That  is  why  we  take  investing 
seriously. 

In  the  Grace  Brethren  Investment 
Foundation,  your  funds  earn  6.5% 
interest.  With  continous  compounding, 
your  funds  earn  6.72%  interest.  At  the 
same  time  your  are  saving,  your  funds 
are  providing  much  needed  "Growth 
Loans"  for  congregations  in  the  Grace 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches. 


Take  your  investments  seriously. 
Invest  in  the  GBIF. 


GRACE  BRETHREN  INVESTMENT  FOUNDATION,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  587 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

219-267-5161  (Call  collect) 


W  M  C 


"wh^imTdoing 

1<HERE? 


Is  WMC  only  for  older, 
married  women?  This 
single  woman  doesn't 
think  so. 


by  NORA  MACON 


A 


i  s  I  nervously  glanced  around 
the  room  at  the  other  women,  a  knot 
settled  into  the  back  of  my  neck.  This 
was  the  first  WMC  I  had  ever  attended. 
Noting  who  was  there,  I  appraised  the 
situation  --  out  of  a  group  of  over  80 
women,  I  was  one  of  four  single 
women  under  the  age  of  35. 

"What  am  I  doing  here?"  I 
panicked. 

One  of  the  older  ladies  came  and  sat 
down  beside  me.  We  talked  about 
work  and  our  cross  stitch  projects.  I 
relaxed  considerably. 

But  as  the  meeting  progressed,  all 
illustrations,  references,  and  con- 
siderations were  about  husbands  and 
children,  of  which  I  had  neither. 
"WMC  is  clearly  a  group  for  married 
women,"  I  thought.  Even  during 
refreshments  the  women  discussed 
their  homes  and  families.  I  was  left  out 
of  the  conversation. 

"I'm  never  going  back,"  I  deter- 
mined. "What  can  I  offer  in  WMC?" 

This  may  sound  exaggerated,  but 
it's  exactly  how  I  felt  after  my  first 
WMC  meeting.  I  did  go  back  (at  the 
loving  urging  of  a  married  friend)  and 
am  now  happily  integrated  into  the 
group. 

But  what  about  the  young,  single 
women  in  your  church?  Are  they  com- 
ing to  your  WMC?  Do  they  feel 
welcome? 


My  second  meeting  was  much  more 
enjoyable.  Many  of  the  ladies  made  an 
effort  to  speak  to  me  and  include  me 
in  their  conversations.  The  third  time 
I  attended,  I  brought  a  single  friend. 
Soon  I  began  encouraging  the  women 
in  my  singles  class  to  visit  WMC. 

Why  the  change  of  mind?  Simply 
because  after  I  felt  welcomed  and  at 
ease,  I  could  appreciate  what  WMC 
was  all  about.  I  enjoyed  the  mission 
studies  and  Bible  lessons.  Why,  I 
could  even  contribute  to  the 
programs! 

Most  WMCs  want  to  involve  younger 
women,  including  singles,  in  their 
groups.  The  key  is  getting  them  (ac- 
tually any  women)  to  visit  and  then 
making  them  feel  at  ease  and 
welcome. 

"What  can  we  do?"  you  cry.  "We 
don't  have  anything  in  common  with 
single  people.  If  they  don't  want  to 
hear  about  my  family,  what  can  we 
talk  about?" 

Unless  she  lives  with  Mom  and  Dad, 
a  single  has  a  home  for  which  she 
cares.  She  usually  works,  too,  and  has 
to  balance  her  schedule  like  anyone 
else.  Most  women  have  hobbies  and 
other  interests.  All  these  make  great 
topics  to  chat  about.  Plus,  even 
though  she  doesn't  have  children  of 
her  own,  many  single  women  will 
gladly  share  about  special  nieces, 
nephews,  and  cousins. 

Unless  you  have  developed  a  friend- 
ship with  her,  a  single  will  be  turned 
off  when  asked  why  she  isn't  married 
or  dating  or  if  she  is  dating  anyone. 
And  please  don't  offer  to  fix  her  up 
with  someone  you  know,  no  matter 
how  nice  he  is! 

Developing  friendships  is  part  of 
WMC.  It  encourages  women  to  attend 
and  become  involved.  It's  very  impor- 
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tant  in  attracting  any  woman  to  con- 
tinue to  come. 

Sometimes,  younger  women  are 
frightened  of  WMC  for  an  opposite 
reason:  on  their  first  visit  they  are 
asked  to  chair  a  committee,  give  the 
Bible  study  the  next  month,  or  lead 
the  music.  New  women  must  be  given 
time  to  integrate  into  the  group. 

As  for  single  women,  just  because 
they  do  not  have  children  or  a  hus- 
band to  take  care  of,  don't  assume 
they  have  "lots  of  time"  on  their 
hands.  Most  of  my  single  friends  are 
quite  busy.  But,  like  any  other  person, 
they  can  find  time  to  do  the  things 
they  want  to  do. 

If  you  want  to  involve  more  younger 
women  in  your  WMC,  invite  them  to 
come  with  you.  Sit  with  them.  Talk  to 
them.  Make  them  feel  welcome.  Give 
them  a  chance  to  become  acquainted 
with  WMC  and  the  ladies  who  attend. 

Also,  take  note  of  how  the  program 
is  set  up  or  presented.  Is  it  aimed  for 
older  or  married  women?  Don't  try  to 
gear  things  toward  a  specific  group; 
make  lessons  and  illustrations  ap- 
plicable to  women  in  general. 

WMC  is  for  all  women.  I've 
discovered  that  fact  and  am  enjoying 
warm  fellowship  with  all  ages  of 
women.  That  first  meeting  was  dis- 
quieting, but  thanks  to  a  concerned, 
caring  friend  I  continued  in  WMC. 

And  I  am  glad  I  did! 
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Nora    Macon    serves    as 
WMC's  National  Editor  and 
is  active  in  her  local  council 
at  the  Winona  Lake  Grace 
Brethren  Church.  Nora  en- 
joys being  on  the  steering 
committee   of  her  singles 
Sunday  school  class  and 
doing  needlework. 

OFFERING 

WMC  Operation 
and  Publication 
Fund 


Goal:  $10,000 

Deadline: 

Send  before  September  10,  1986 

June,  July,  and  August  are  the 
months  for  our  Operation  and 
Publication  offering.  This  offering 
allows  each  lady  to  help  pay  WMC 
bills.  Even  though  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  WMC  building  or  head- 
quarters, operating  procedures  con- 
tinue in  private  homes.  No  salaries 
are  paid,  but  programs  cost  money, 
paper  costs  money,  our  publications 
cost  money,  mailing  costs  money, 
and  travel  costs  money.  Plus,  last 
year  was  one  with  added  expenses 
relative  to  national  conference  being 
in  Colorado.  Please  give  generously 
to  this  offering.  It's  the  lifeblood  of 
WMC. 


A 

T  THeart  in 
Harmony 


National 

Conference  1986 

Winona  Lake,  Indiana 

WMC  is  planning  some  exciting 
things  for  conference  this  year.  Our 
theme  for  1986-87  concerns  women 
and  their  emotions.  Much  of  the  pro- 
gram will  revolve  around  this  theme. 
Don't  miss: 

Lots  of  missionary  involvement 

Special  international  prayer  times 

President's  Address 

Special  afternoon  workshops 
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They're  in  between 
high  school  and 
future  careers  and 
often  forgotten  by  the 
church. 


The  '-Singles 
U 


by  MITCH  CARIAGA 


p  until  this  point,  they've  seen 
the  church  pay  close  attention  to  their 
lives.  While  in  high  school,  a  youth 
worker  and  structured  church  youth 
program  gave  their  life  support  and 
encouragement.  Now  at  age  18,  they 
find  themselves  in  the  midst  of  a  gap 
in  the  church.  Few  churches  are  effec- 
tive in  ministering  to  college  students 
and  their  career  peers. 

It's  understandable  why.  For  most 
middle-class  churches,  the  spiritual 
core  of  their  high  school  youth  group 
often  leaves  town  to  attend  college. 
Other  churches  become  frustrated 
with  the  collegian's  lack  of  commit- 
ment and  transient  nature.  Some 
don't  know  how  to  break  into  a  group 
whose  lifestyle  is  determined  by  their 
whims. 

When  I  first  started  working  with 
college  students,  I  spent  most  of  my 
time  working  with  the  sharp  ones. 
They  related  to  the  things  I  related  to. 
I  wanted  a  closer  walk  with  God;  they 
did  too.  I  wanted  to  serve  Christ  in 
ministry;  so  did  they.  We  were  comfor- 
table in  talking  about  our  spiritual 
lives  and  growth. 

Working  with  the  cream  of  the  crop 
is  easy.  And  that's  where  most  local 
church  college  and  career  ministries 
are  at.  Collegians  who  receive  the 
most  attention  are  the  ones  who  rise 


to  the  top  and  volunteer  for  ministry. 
These  are  often  future  church  leaders. 
But  among  the  masses  are  young 
adults  who  are  going  through  tremen- 
dous turmoil.  They're  going  through 
a  time  in  their  lives  when  crucial  deci- 
sions are  made  and  patterns 
established,  and  many  are  failing. 

I  stumbled  into  this  group  by  acci- 
dent. Through  a  series  of  cir- 
cumstances, I  had  an  opportunity  to 
mix  with  a  spiritually  struggling  stu- 
dent. I  soon  found  myself  among 
some  Christian  students  who  partied 
on  weekends,  went  to  bars,  dated  non- 
Christians,  listened  to  hard  rock 
music  and  were  into  a  lifestyle  that 
made  me  totally  uncomfortable. 

My  first  reaction  was  to  write  them 
off:  "You  guys  are  sinning.  You  need 
to  pull  yourselves  together  and  even 
question  whether  you're  saved."  I 
wanted  them  to  come  up  to  where 
they  needed  to  be  before  I  would 
spend  time  with  them. 

But  as  I  have  spent  time  with  these 
people,  I  realize  they  are  no  different 
than  me.  Their  struggles  are  only  dif- 
ferent. They  are  Christians  that  desire 
to  grow.  But  are  immature,  young, 
don't  know  how  to  grow  spiritually 
and  have  no  one  along  side  of  them 
modeling  the  Christian  life  and  help- 
ing them.  So  they  just  go  off  doing 
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their  own  thing,  following  a  peer 
pressure  not  much  different  from  high 
school  except  now  they  are  old 
enough  to  really  go  with  it. 

To  reach  these  college-age  people,  a 
person  needs  to  be  willing  to  accept 
them  at  their  level.  Jesus  modeled 
this  kind  of  love  and  acceptance  as  he 
talked  with  the  woman  at  the  well 
(John  4:7-19),  didn't  condemn  the 
adulterous  woman  (John  8:1-11)  and 
went  to  Zaccheus'  house  (Luke 
19:1-5). 

I  went  to  Purdue  University  recent- 
ly to  visit  some  Christian  friends.  I 
was  so  burdened  to  see  them  because 
I  knew  what  they  were  going  through. 
There  was  a  big  dance  that  night  and 
I  wanted  to  go  to  see  my  friends'  strug- 
gles and  increase  my  passion  for  help- 
ing them  and  the  non-Christians  who 
are  in  the  middle  of  that  pressure. 

Reaching  college  students  at  their 
level  doesn't  mean  participating  in 
their  sin  or  try  to  catch  them  sinning. 
But  it  does  require  you  to  walk  next 
to  them,  hearing  their  off-colored 
remarks,  being  in  their  rooms,  listen- 
ing to  them  talk  about  their  parties 
and  friends,  and  talking  to  them  about 
their  spiritual  lives.  A  person  who  is 
naive  about  their  struggles  will  be  in- 
effective in  meeting  their  needs. 

I  believe  college  students  and  career 
singles  are  not  craving  a  stereotyped 
youth  pastor  who  is  the  life  of  the  par- 
ty. Rather,  they  want  someone  who 
cares  about  them,  takes  an  interest  in 
them,  invites  them  over  to  his  home, 
and  someone  who  is  living  an  authen- 
tic Christian  life.  That  kind  of  gen- 
uineness can  have  a  great  impact. 

I  met  a  Christian  student  last  year 
who  was  a  real  rocker  and  rowdy  guy. 
I  started  spending  lots  of  time  with 
him  and  his  friends.  When  they 
shared  with  me  how  they  occupied 
their  time  and  what  they  did  on 
weekends,  I  fought  back  the  tempta- 
tion to  condemn. 

As  our  relationship  grew,  my  accep- 
tance paid  off  when  this  friend  called 
me  late  one  night.  I  went  over  to  his 
dorm  and  found  him  really  hurting  in- 
side. He  said  he  was  at  an  end  and 
that  something  in  his  life  had  to 
change.  We  spent  some  time  together 


that  evening  and  before  I  left,  he 
opened  a  drawer  and  handed  me  a 
sleazy  magazine.  He  said,  "I  just  want 
you  to  take  it  and  throw  it  away  for  me. 
I  want  to  make  a  change.  I  want  things 
to  be  different." 

For  years  I  had  been  missing  guys 
like  him  .  .  .  overlooking  them  .  .  . 
criticizing  them  and  not  really  shar- 
ing my  life  and  seeing  them  change. 

An  effective  church  ministry  to  col- 
legians and  their  peers  goes  beyond 
working  with  the  spiritually  grounded 
leaders  and  reaches  down  to  those 
who  may  be  hard  to  love.  It's  a 
ministry  to  both  Christians  and  non- 
Christians;  a  ministry  that  reaches  in- 
side and  touches  hearts  at  one  of  the 
most  significant  stages  in  life. 


Mitch  Cariaga  is  a  1986 
Grace  Seminary  graduate 
now  living  in  San  Bernar- 
dino. California.  He's  an 
alumnus  ofCE's  Operation 
Barnabas  program  and 
/■  began  his  eight  years  of  col- 
I  B       m'        'e^e  m'n's(ry  through  CE's 

Timothy  Teams.  For  the  last 

three  years  he  has  led  the  college  ministry 
at  the  Winona  Lake.  Indiana.  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Hints  for 
Singles  Ministries 

1.  Each  church  needs  to  care  about 
the  needs  of  singles. 

2.  Singles  don't  want  a  ministry 
focused  on  match-making. 

3.  Singles  need  friends  and  often 
lack  meaningful  relationships.  You 
can  be  that  close  friend. 

4.  Remember  singles  in  church 
"family"  activities  like  socials, 
carry-in  dinners,  picnics,  commu- 
nion or  even  a  teaching  series  on 
"marriage." 

5.  Help  divorced  persons  feel 
welcome.  No  one  likes  divorce;  they 
need  help  and  encouragement  to 
make  life  meaningful.  They 
especially  need  to  learn  to  forgive. 

6.  Consider  a  singles  Bible  study  or 
an  Adult  Bible  Fellowship  (Sunday 
school  class). 

7.  Don't  exclude  singles  from  social 
gatherings  or  hospitality  in  your 
home.  They  can  feel  at  home  with 
married  friends  too. 

8.  Help  singles  get  on  with  the 
business  of  living  .  .  .  financial 
stability,  housing,  career-planning, 
etc. 

9.  Encourage  resources  for  singles 
.  .  .  books,  magazines,  seminars, 
retreats,  etc. 

10.  Most  singles  groups  need  a 
strong  continued  emphasis  on  ser- 
ving others  -  ministry  weekends, 
community  outreach,  nursing 
home  ministries,  etc. 

11.  Divorced  persons  often  benefit 
by  being  matched  with  others  who 
have    handled    similar    struggles 
success- 
fully. 

12.  Singles  respond  well  to  love  and 
acceptance.  Invite  one  to  church 
next  Sunday. 
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New  Testament  $21.95 
Old  Testament  $27.95 
Both  Commen.  $43.95 

(Please  add  $1.00  for  postage.) 

VICTOR 


BOOKS 


BRETHREN  MISSIONARY  HERALD 

P.O.  Box  544 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Address  Correction  Requested 


Strong  evangelical 
scholarship  in  a 
readable,  popular 
style 

Comments  verse  by 
verse,  phrase  by 
phrase 

Explains  key  Greek 
and  Aramaic  words 

Numerous  cross- 
references  to  parallel 
passages 

Based  on  the 
inerrancy  of  the 
Scriptures 

Doctrinally 
consistent 
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A  new,  authoritative  New  Testament  commentary  by  facul- 
ty members  of  the  respected  Dallas  Theological  Seminary. 
(Edited  by  John  F.  Walvoord  and  Roy  B.  Zuck.) 
You'll  find  all  the  handy  study  aids  you  need:  book 
outlines,  maps,  charts,  bibliographies,  book  introductions. 
The  Bible  Knowledge  Commentary  is  for  all  serious 
students  from  high  school  to  postgraduate,  lay  and  clergy. 
An  excellent  gift.  $19.95 
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Is  It  Our  Lifestyle? 


Sowing  And 
Reaping  A  New 
Church 

Starting  a  church  may 
seem  easy  but ... 
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Ideas  On  Sharing 
Your  Faith 

Why  do  we  try  to  make 
evangelism  hard? 
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Who  Cares  About 
Apathy 

Do  we  really  want  to 
bother  with  those  around 
us? 
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The  OneYouveBeen  WaitingFor... 


One  of  the  most  popular  study  Bibles  to  appear  in  years  is  the 
Zondervan  NIV  Study  Bible. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  this  Bible  is  placement  of  the  study 
material  where  you  need  it  -  not  hidden  away  in  a  remote  section 
of  the  Bible.  An  example  is  the  book  of  Acts  --  on  charts  and  maps 
at  the  point  of  study  are  such  items  as  a  map  of  the  area  showing 
where  the  people  were  from  when  they  spoke  on  the  day  of 
pentecost,  the  missionary  journeys,  the  spread  of  the  gospel  and 
even  Paul's  life  --  when  he  wrote  each  of  the  books  --  all  at  the  time 
his  conversion,  is  recorded. 

The  NIV  study  Bible  comes  in  number  of  attractive  covers  .  .  . 
hardcover,  bonded  leather  and  top-grain  cowhide. 
Hardcover  $33.95 
Bonded  Leather  $54.95 
Top  Grained  Cowhide  $69.95 
(Please  add  $2  per  copy  for  postage  and  handling.) 
The  leathers  are  available  in  black,  burgundy,  and  brown. 
HERALD  BOOKSTORE 
RO.  Box  544  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
If  you  want  quicker  service  call  toll  free  1-800-348-2756  and  an  in- 
voice will  be  sent  with  the  Bible. 
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Order  Form 

Copies  of  Brethren  Hymn  Books  and  Hym- 
nals 1720-1884  at  $19.50  each. 
Postage  and  Handling,  $1.50  for  the  first 
book  plus  50<Pfor  each  additional  book. 
Pennsylvania  residents  add  $1.17  sales  tax 
for  each  copy. 
Libraries  will  be  billed.  Tbtal  enclosed 


NAME 


ADDRESS  

(for  UPS  delivery) 
CITY  


STATE 
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Send  order  to  Brethren  Heritage  Press,  24  Chambersburg  Street, 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  17325.  Telephone  (717)  334-8634. 


NEW!  BRETHREN  HYMN1 
BOOKS  AND  HYMNALS,, 
1720-1884,  COMPILEDI 
BY    DONALD    R.    HINKSi 

Long  overdue,  this  definitive  work  describes  and 
illustrates  the  hymn  books  and  hymnals  used  by , 
the  Brethren  Church  during  the  first  176  years; 
of  their  colorful  history.  These  books  are  the  com- 
mon heritage  of  the  five  major  branches  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  including  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  The  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches,  The  Brethren  Church  (Ashland),  The 
Old  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church,  and  The: 
Dunkard  Brethren. 

Ten  chapters  describe  the  German  and  English 
hymn  books  used  by  the  Brethren  during  the 
1720-1884  period.  Fifty  selected  photographs 
show  every  major  hymn  book  used  by  the 
Brethren  during  the  period  covered. 

Fifteen  appendices  are  included,  along  with  ex- 
tensive documentation,  notes  and  a  bibliography 
of  150  hymn  books.  The  205  page  book  is  bound 
in  a  9"x  9"  square  format,  and  is  printed  in  large, 
easy-to-read  type. 

The  Brethren  Heritage  Press  is  dedicated  to  sup- 
plying the  finest  in  books  dealing  with  all  aspects  of 
Brethren  history  and  thought.  Send  SASE  for  current 
list  of  new  books.  A  large  selection  of  out  of  print 
books  is  also  available.  Brethren  libraries  purchased. 
Please  write. 
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is  issue  of  The 
Herald  could  end  up  as  so 
many  other  publications 
do  during  the  summer. 
The  weather  is  beautiful 
outside,  there  are  so  many 
activities  to  participate  in 
during  the  summer,  who 
really  has  time  to  sit  down 
and  read?  What  if  some  of 
the  articles  are  convicting 
and  make  you  feel  guilty 
until  you  do  something 
about  it?  Winter  is  better  for  reading  anyway.  Right? 
Wrong. 

This  issue  is  perfect  for  summer.  Summer  is  great  for 
everyday  evangelism.  Stop  and  think  of  how  many  people 
you  are  in  contact  with  every  day?  At  the  beach,  lunch- 
time,  vacation  spots,  with  neighbors  and  families, 
anywhere. 

Where  was  it  in  our  evangelistic  upbringing  we  were 
taught:  we  must  go  overseas  to  evanglize.  It's  not  true  and 
we  know  it.  Let's  do  something  about  it.  Take  45  minutes. 
Sit  down  and  read  this  issue  of  The  Herald.  Force  yourself 
to  incorporate  some  of  the  valuable  pointers,  tips  and  ex- 
amples into  your  own  dally  routine.  Teach  the  kids  the  im- 
portance of  spreading  the  word:  Jesus  Christ  is  alive  and 
well  and  wants  to  be  actively  involved  in  our  lives.  Don't 
be  selfish  with  the  Good  News  .  .  .  pass  it  along!! 

The  Editor 
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Reaching 

EUROPEANS 

For  Christ 


by  TOM  JULIEN 


I 


In  order  to  reach  more 
Europeans  for  Christ, 
are  new  methods  of 
evangelization 
needed? 


is  Europe  a  mission  field? 

Anyone  even  slightly  aware  of 
Europe's  desperate  spiritual  plight 
would  answer  with  an  unhesitating 
"yes."  A  mission  field  is  a  place  where 
the  existing  church  is  too  weak  to 
evangelize  its  own  generation.  Unless 
help  comes  from  without,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Europeans  face  eternal 
solitude  in  outer  darkness. 

The  urgency  of  evangelizing 
western  Europe  is  felt  by  all  who  are 
sensitive  to  the  significance  of  our 
times  and  the  strategic  role  Europe  is 
destined  to  play  in  coming  years.  Yet, 
the  missionary  who  arrives  in  Europe 
finds  himself  on  hardened  and 
sometimes  hostile  soil.  Knowing  that 
Christ  is  the  answer  and  yet  surround- 
ed by  thousands  who  are  indifferent 
to  the  truth,  he  must  constantly  face 
the  question,  "How  can  I  share  the 
gospel  more  effectively?" 

The  following  are  four  observations 
from  someone  who  has  spent  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  grappling  with 
the  problem  of  seeking  to  reach  Euro- 
peans for  Christ. 

First,  to  reach  Europeans  for  Christ, 
the  missionary  must  have  a  firm  con- 
viction that  God  has  a  prepared  peo- 
ple on  this  continent  -  that  He  is  call- 
ing out  from  Europe  a  people  for  His 
name. 


We  forget  this  so  easily,  feeling  that 
the  burden  for  persuasion  is  upon  us 
rather  than  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  with 
Paul  in  Corinth,  the  Lord  must  con- 
stantly remind  us  that  He  has  "much 
people"  in  this  place  and  that  we  must 
speak  and  not  be  silent.  Only  those 
whom  God  has  appointed  to  eternal 
life  will  believe  (Acts  13:48). 

For  some,  the  truth  of  divine  elec- 
tion is  deadening  for  evangelism  -  it 
destroys  their  sense  of  personal 
responsibility.  For  many  of  us  serving 
in  Europe,  the  knowledge  that  God  is 
calling  a  people  for  His  name  is 
liberating.  It  has  become  a  tremen- 
dous motivating  force  that  allows  us 
to  rise  above  the  purely  human 
dimension  of  daily  encounters  and  be 
gripped  with  a  sense  of  destiny. 

When  you  are  convinced  that  God, 
in  His  providence,  has  led  you  to  a 
place  where  He  is  calling  a  people  to 
Himself,  you  cannot  look  into  the  eyes 
of  those  you  meet  without  asking 
whether  they  are  among  His  elect. 
When  you  are  haunted  by  that  ques- 
tion, how  can  you  be  silent? 

Second,  to  reach  Europeans  the 
missionary  must  see  himself  as  an 
ambassador  of  Jesus  Christ.  Many 
missionaries  coming  to  Europe  have 
identity  problems.  They  face  a  situa- 
tion which  is  different  from  third 
world  countries  where  the  white  man 
enjoys  a  certain  status.  Whoever 
desires  an  effective  ministry  must 
ultimately  find  his  identity  as  a  man 
or  woman  of  God,  commissioned  by 
the  Lord  as  His  ambassador. 

The  implications  of  this  are  far- 
reaching.  The  missionary  who 
perceives  himself  as  an  ambassador 
will  have  authority  and  freedom  in 
ministry  that  others  will  not  know.  He 
will  remember  that  his  life  is  "a  spec- 
tacle to  the  world,  both  to  angels  and 
to  men"  (1  Cor.  4:9). 

In  this  continent  where  truth  has 
become  relativized,   God's  servants 


HERALD/July  1986 


F  M  S 


must  exhibit  an  authenticity  in  their 
conduct  that  contrasts  from  the 
world.  Any  conflict  between  the 
messenger  can  only  weaken  its  force. 

Third,  the  missionary  must 
remember  that  prayer  is  the  indispen- 
sable link  between  burdened  believers 
and  the  missionary.  Paul,  writing  to 
the  Colossians,  exhorted  them  to 
devote  themselves  to  prayer,  "Praying 
at  the  same  time  for  us  as  well,  that 
God  may  open  up  to  us  a  door  for  the 
word,  so  that  we  may  speak  forth  the 
mystery  of  Christ"  (Col.  4:3). 

Why  is  it  that  some  places  are 
receptive  and  others  are  not?  We  shall 
never  know  the  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion until  our  Lord  chooses  to  tell  us 
when  we  meet  Him.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  some  day  we  shall  learn 
that  all  of  human  history  is  woven 
around  the  prayers  of  God's  people. 
Before  beginning  the  process  of 
human  history,  God  knew  whether  or 
not  His  people  would  pray,  and  their 
prayers  became  without  doubt  the 
main  ingredient  of  His  providential 
plan. 

The  places  of  harvest  in  the  world 
are  places  that  have  been  the  focus  of 
a  tremendous  amount  of  prayer  in 
years  past.  It  is  possible  that  today 
more  spiritual  energy  is  being  focused 
upon  Europe  than  at  any  other  time 


in  recent  history.  There  is  a  growing 
expectancy  that  God  is  preparing  a 
spiritual  harvest  on  this  continent. 
Whether  or  not  we  see  it  in  our 
generation,  we  must  not  forget  that 
the  doors  of  the  gospel  will  only  be 
opened  through  prayer. 
Fourth,    to    reach    Europeans   for 


Christ,  the  missionary  must  "make 
known  with  boldness  the  mystery  of 
the  gospel"  (Eph.  6:19).  When  Paul 
went  to  Corinth,  he  was  with  them  "in 
weakness  and  in  fear  and  in  much 
trembling"  (1  Cor.  2:3).  Paul's  fear  was 
not  merely  that  he  would  suffer 
physical  harm.  It  is  plausible  to  think 
that  he  feared  even  more  the  seduc- 
tion of  human  wisdom  in  his  witness 
to  the  philosophical  Corinthians. 
Because  of  this,  he  determined  to 
know  nothing  among  them  except 
Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified. 

Those  who  seek  to  witness  in 
Europe  need  the  same  spirit  of  deter- 
mination. The  temptation  is  great  to 
make  the  gospel  more  palatable  to 
Europeans  by  couching  it  in  human 
wisdom.  The  missionary,  however, 
will  only  ever  meet  two  kinds  of  Euro- 
peans: those  who  are  perishing  and 
those  who  are  being  saved.  For  those 
who  are  perishing,  the  preaching  will 
never  be  anything  but  foolishness 
unless  its  offense  is  lost  in  persuasive 
words  of  wisdom.  But  for  those  whom 
God  is  saving,  the  logic  of  the  cross 
represents  the  power  of  God. 

There  is  hope  for  Europe.  This  hope 
is  not  bound  to  the  missionary's  abili- 
ty to  discover  some  new  and  clever 
method  of  reaching  Europeans.  It  is 
bound  to  intercessory  prayer. 

Though  the  God  of  this  world  has 
blinded  the  minds  of  unbelieving 
Europeans,  we  believe  that  the  day  is 
not  far  off  when  significant  numbers 
will  open  their  hearts  to  the  light  of 
the  gospel  of  the  glory  of  Christ.  You 
do  not  have  to  live  in  Europe  to  be  a 
part  of  His  plan  for  reaching  Euro- 
peans for  Christ,  hsr^ld 


7bm  Julien's  28  years  as  a 
missionary  have  provided 
him  with  much  insight  into 
the  areas  of  evangelization 
and  church  planting.  Tbm, 
assisted  by  his  wife  Doris,  is 
presently  serving  as  Europe 
Area  Director  and  France's 
Field  Superintendent.  In 
August  he  will  assume  the  office  of 
Executive  Director  for  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions. 
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YOUTH  EVANGELISM: 

UNLIMITED  OPPORTUNITIES 

in  the 
^^^  «i  Central  African 

Republic 


by  TOM  STALLTER 


A 


An  emerging 
unreached  people 
group  presents  many 
challenges  for  mis- 
sions in  Central 
Africa. 


new  unreached  people 
group  is  emerging  in  the  Central 
African  Republic.  Initiating  and  living 
in  a  radically  changed  culture,  this 
group  is  composed  of  educated, 
French-speaking,  African  youth. 

The  opportunities  for  evangelism 
among  these  youth  are  unlimited. 
However,  this  people  group  is  very  dif- 
ficult for  our  present  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  and  Christian  workers  to 
reach.  Most  of  our  pastors  have  a  very 
limited  amount  of  formal  education 
and  a  minimal  knowledge  of  the 
French  language. 

The  mission  and  national  churches 
have  cooperatively  started  a  Brethren 
seminary  to  give  Central  Africans  a 
greater  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  the  Word  -  to  be  able  to  reach  out 
and  bridge  the  gap  to  many  cultural 
groups.  Some  of  the  graduates  of  this 
seminary  will  be  working  with 
American  missionaries  to  reach  the 
educated  young  people;  but  this  takes 
time. 

Over  70%  of  the  population  of  the 
Central  African  Republic  is  under  18 
years  of  age.  In  the  major  cities,  the 
doors  are  wide  open  to  Christian  in- 
fluence. For  example,  there  are  no 
government  restrictions  against  Bible 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  on 
primary  or  secondary  levels.  In 
Bangui,  the  capital  city,  the  Universi- 
ty offers  unrestricted  contact  with 
well-educated  African  young  adults. 

Paul,  in  1  Corinthians  16:9,  sums 
up  the  situation:  "For  a  wide  door  for 
effective  service  has  opened  unto  me 
.  .  .  and  there  are  many  adversaries." 
Open  doors  exist,  but  adversaries  to 
an  effective  Bible-teaching  ministry 
also  lurk:  lack  of  discipline  in  the 
classroom,  frequent  schedule 
changes,  and  constant  interruptions 
by  those  who  are  not  interested.  Yet 
the  fact  remains,  the  door  is  wide 
open  and  young  people's  lives  are  be- 
ing challenged  and  changed  by  the 
power  of  God's  Word. 
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In  addition  to  the  schools,  our 
churches  provide  ample  opportunities 
for  working  with  the  youth.  Organiza- 
tions for  the  girls  (Lumieres)  and  the 
boys  (Flambeaux)  are  designed  to  lead 
people  to  Christ  and  help  them 
mature  in  their  Christian  lives.  Youth 
choirs  also  meet  regularly  --  these 
groups  would  welcome  Bible  studies 
geared  to  meet  their  needs. 

Another  effective  avenue  of 
reaching  French-speaking  youth  is 
the  use  of  Bible  correspondence 
courses  prepared  by  the  Emmaus 
School  of  the  Bible.  These  courses  of- 
fer a  firm  base  of  biblical  knowledge 
and  are  excellent  for  use  in  discipling 
young  people.  Grading  the  tests  pro- 
vides opportunity  for  counseling  and 
personal  work  among  the  students. 
Once  contact  has  been  made,  small 
Bible  study  groups  can  easily  be 
arranged. 

I  ~l 

Cities  in  the  Central 
African  Republic  are 
teeming  with  young  peo- 
ple who  need  to  hear 
the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


African  young  people  do  not  have 
the  many  extra-curricular  activities 
available  to  American  youth. 
Therefore,  they  respond  readily  when 
offered  social  and  spiritual  activities. 
In  Bangui,  where  12%  of  the  country's 
population  resides,  the  mission  has  a 
well-equipped  youth  center  which 
could  be  used  for  evangelism  and 
discipleship  activities  such  as  sports, 
films,  Bible  studies,  devotionals,  and 
counseling.  Sadly,  there  are  not 
enough  missionaries  to  develop  this 
ministry. 

Many  churches  in  Bangui  and  in 
other  government  centers  have 
church  services  in  French,  but  the 
pastor  works  primarily  in  Sango.  This 
leaves  the  French-speaking,  educated 
group  in  the  hands  of  laymen  who 
know  French  but  do  not  have  formal 
Bible  training.  These  laymen  are  ask- 
ing for  Bible  courses  in  French  to 


assist  them  until  their  pastors  can  be 
trained  on  the  Seminary  level. 

Currently,  only  a  minimal  mis- 
sionary force  is  working  with  this 
unreached  people  group  -  one  single 
plus  two  teachers  working  in  the 
Yaloke  Christian  High  School. 

Diana  Davis  conducted  evangelism 
and  discipleship  ministries  in  the 
Bangui  public  schools,  taught  English 
classes  on  the  station,  and  had  Bible 
studies  with  church  choirs.  Diana  has 
established  a  rapport  with  the  young 
people. 

Jean-Marc  Souillot,  a  short  term 
missionary  from  the  Chalon,  France, 
church,  has  become  involved  in 
evangelism  through  films  and 
building  relationships  through  guitar 
lessons  with  youth.  This  August  a 
team  of  young  people  from  France  will 
arrive  in  the  C.A.R.  to  help  with 
evangelism. 

The  educated  youth  of  Central 
Africa  are  a  new  people  group.  They 
are  the  future  leadership  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  the  church.  As  a  new  breed 
of  Africans,  they  offer  great  challenges 
to  the  church.  Will  they  remain  an 
unreached  people  group?  h£R£ld 


Tbm  Stallter  and  his  wife 
Sharon  are  involved  in  their 
third  term  of  missionary 
service  in  the  Central 
African  Republic.  Tom  is  the 
Field  Superintendent  and 
will  be  Africa  Area  Director. 
The  Stalkers  live  in  the 
capital  city  of  Bangui  with  their  three 
children.  Nathan.  Erin,  and  Megan. 
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uring  the  summer  months, 
many  WMCs  are  meeting  together 
with  the  men's  groups  in  the 
churches.  In  order  for  each  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  other,  they 
fellowship  together  at  a  picnic  or 
barbecue  and  share  meeting  purpose 
and  agendas.  Several  groups  have 
combined  resources  to  undertake 
large  missions  projects. 

lb  better  inform  your  church  about 
WMC,  offer  to  take  a  Sunday  evening 
service.  Provide  the  special  music 
(and  perhaps  a  special  drama  presen- 
tation) and  have  several  "spots" 
featuring  your  WMC  group.  Highlight 
missions  during  the  service.  Perhaps 
your  pastor  would  prepare  his 
message  about  missions.  Let  the  peo- 
ple in  your  church  know  what  WMC 
is  all  about.  Maybe  it  will  encourage 
other  women  to  attend! 

One  WMC  group  was  invited  to  have 
its  meeting  at  the  home  of  a  shut-in. 
A  few  of  the  ladies  went  over  earlier  in 
the  day  and  helped  to  straighten  up 
and  get  ready  for  the  meeting.  Other 
ladies  brought  the  refreshments  (in- 
cluding plates,  cups,  napkins,  etc.)  so 

OFFERING 


WMC  Operation 
and  Publication 
Fund 


clean-up  would  be  minimal.  The 
women  had  the  regular  meeting  and 
each  one  enjoyed  the  fellowship  with 
the  lady  they  didn't  often  see.  The 
shut-in  was  pleased  to  have  the  group 
meet  in  her  home. 

When  you  have  missionaries 
visiting  in  your  church,  don't  forget  to 
take  them  to  your  missionary  chest. 
Let  the  missionaries  choose  items 
from  the  chest  -  don't  pick  things  out 
or  force  certain  items  on  them.  The 
missionaries  themselves  know  best 
what  they  can  use. 

Many  missionaries  have  enjoyed 
getting  personal  letters  and 
photographs  from  WMCs  at  their 
home  churches.  These  WMCs  have 
become  actively  involved  in  the  lives 
of  their  missionaries  in  prayer  support 
and  regular  correspondence.  One 
WMC  took  a  group  photograph.  Each 
lady  present  wrote  a  personal  note 
and  included  a  special  tea  bag  (not 
used!)  to  send  to  the  missionary.  The 
missionary  enjoyed  looking  at  the 
photograph,  identifying  the  ladies  and 
reading  the  notes  while  sipping  a  cup 
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Goal:  $10,000 

Deadline: 

Send  before  September  10,  1986 

June,  July,  and  August  are  the 
months  for  our  Operation  and 
Publication  offering.  This  offering 
allows  each  lady  to  help  pay  WMC 
bills.  Even  though  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  WMC  building  or  head- 
quarters, operating  procedures  con- 
tinue in  private  homes.  No  salaries 
are  paid,  but  programs  cost  money, 
paper  costs  money,  our  publications 
cost  money,  mailing  costs  money, 
and  travel  costs  money.  Plus,  last 
year  was  one  with  added  expenses 
relative  to  national  conference  being 
in  Colorado.  Please  give  generously 
to  this  offering.  It's  the  lifeblood  of 
WMC. 


A 

T  THeart  in 
Harmony 


National 

Conference  1986 

Winona  Lake,  Indiana 

WMC  is  planning  some  exciting 
things  for  conference  this  year.  Our 
theme  for  1986-87  concerns  women 
and  their  emotions.  Much  of  the  pro- 
gram will  revolve  around  this  theme. 
Don't  miss: 

Lots  of  missionary  involvement 

Special  international  prayer  times 

President's  Address 

Special  afternoon  workshops 
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CALLED  TO  DIE  by  Steve  Estes 

The  story  of  American  linguist  Chet  Bitterman,  slain  by  terrorists.  This  book  is  the  authorized  biography 
and  the  whole  story  of  Chet's  kidnapping,  his  seven  weeks  in  the  hands  of  Colombian  terrorists,  and  the 
final  —  and  futile  —  negotiations  for  his  life  are  set  down  in  dramatic  sequence. 

LORD  OF  MY  ROCKING  BOAT  by  Carole  Mayhall 

During  a  stormy  period  in  her  life,  the  author  sought  not  only  strength  but  growth  in  her  relationship  with 
God.  In  Lord  of  My  Rocking  Boat,  she  shares  what  she  learned  about  the  waves  of  life  that  frequently 
toss  us  about  and  carry  us  off  course  —  waves  created  by  people,  priorities,  pain,  death  of  loved  ones, 
and  psychological  prisons. 

FIRST  WE  HAVE  COFFEE  by  Margaret  Jensen 

An  entertaining  treasury  of  faith  building  stories  filled  with  romance,  mystery,  tragedy  and  comedy  from 
the  life  of  an  immigrant  family.  These  true-life  stories  will  enrich  your  faith  and  renew  your  hope. 


For  other  WMC  literature  remember  to  use  the  WMC  order  blank  and  send  it  to  the  WMC  literature  secretary. 


G  B  H  M  C 


*'jA 


by  ROBERT  W.  THOMPSON 


T 

,M,  he 


he  articulated  tractor  with  its 
driver  seated  high  in  his  glass- 
enclosed,  air-conditioned  cab,  moved 
gracefully  across  the  landscape.  Lit- 
tle puffs  of  smoke  rose  rhythmically 
from  its  stack  as  the  powerful  diesel 
moved  the  giant  piece  of  harvesting 
equipment  across  the  gently  rolling 
hills.  Grain  spouting  from  its  funnel 
to  the  adjoining  vehicle  glinted  in  the 
summer  air  like  a  stream  of  golden 
nuggets. 

It  all  looked  so  easy,  so  natural,  so 
ordinary.  To  those  living  in  this  fertile 
part  of  the  country  it  was  com- 
monplace and  only  a  tourist  would 
pause  to  take  note  of  the  miracle  of  the 
whole  process.  The  great  machines, 
like  living  monsters,  moved  back  and 
forth  across  the  hillside.  The  harvest, 
after  many  long  months  of  toil  and 
waiting  was  now  a  reality.  The  farmer, 
riding  high  in  his  secluded  capsule, 
like  an  astronaut  loosed  from  the 
earth,  appeared  to  be  oblivious  to  the 
wonder  of  it  all.  To  him  it  was  just  the 
final  process  in  a  long  series  of  events 
that  produced  the  desired  results. 

We  forget  the  principles  of  sowing 
and  reaping  or  the  process  that 
assures  us  the  realization  of  our  goals 
and  objectives.  This  very  principle  is 
particularly  true  in  church  planting. 
The  dedication  of  a  new  building  and 
the  celebration  of  a  self-supporting 
congregation  are  the  results  of  careful- 
ly planned  events. 

Although  there  are  intangibles  in 
church  planting  there  are  definitive 
procedures  that,  when  followed,  pro- 
duce a  viable  growing  testimony  for 
Christ.  Like  so  many  things  of  value 
a  new  church  begins  as  an  idea  or  a 
dream.  It  may  originate  with  a 
transplanted  member,  the  GBHMC,  or 
even  a  newly  graduated  seminary 
student. 
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The  thought  of  sowing  a  new 
church  may  spring  from  one's  longing 
for  the  "church  back  home."  In  some 
cases  it  is  the  culmination  of  years  of 
preparation  and  particular  yen  for  a 
special  part  of  the  country.  In  every 
case  it  should  be  the  response  of  a 
tender  heart  for  the  lost  and  a  desire 
to  share  the  redeeming  truth  of 
Calvary.  There  must  be  a  sense  of 
responsibility  to  preserve  and  pro- 
claim those  biblical  injunctions  for 
which  we  are  accountable. 

After  the  idea  is  born  the  planning 
stage  must  follow.  In  most  cases,  it  is 
a  time  of  seeking  counsel.  The  Scrip- 
ture says,  "purposes  are  disappointed, 
but  in  a  multitude  of  counselors  they 
are  established."  The  initial  place  to 
begin  is  with  one's  own  local  church, 
or  the  local  District  Mission  Board,  or 
a  representative  of  The  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions  Council.  Any 


No  one  single  decision 
in  the  whole  process  of 
church  planting  is  more 
important  than  the 
selection  of  the  leader. 

one  of  these  organizations  is  equipped 
to  guide  and  encourage  one's  thinking 
at  this  strategic  point.  There  needs  to 
be  a  careful  study  made  of  the  possi- 
ble areas  most  likely  to  support  a 
Grace  Brethren  church.  Demographic 
material  is  available  which  can  sup- 
ply vital  information  concerning  the 
ethnic,  social,  economic,  and  religious 
disposition  of  the  community.  Such 
information  is  imperative  in  order  to 
avoid  serious  complications  in  the 
beginning  stages. 

A  search  for  additional  core  families 
could  well  be  included  in  this  initial 
planning.  An  acceptable  and  ade- 
quate facility  in  which  to  meet  takes 
time,  but  there  are  no  shortcuts  to 
success.  The  seed  of  the  newly 
planted  church  is  fragile  and  must  be 
carefully  attended  lest  it  be  choked 
out  because  of  fruitless  soil  or  life- 
threatening  obstacles. 

No  one  single  decision  in  the  whole 


process  of  church  planting  is  more  im- 
portant than  the  selection  of  the 
leader.  Many  new  churches  which 
might  have  developed  into  wholesome 
bodies  have  wilted  and  died  simply 
because  this  aspect  of  the  process  was 
not  properly  cared  for.  Not  every  one 
is  a  church  planter.  Although  the 
qualifications  for  this  job  do  not  re- 
quire a  PhD,  they  do  include  some 
very  important  factors.  One  must 
possess  a  gregarious  nature  and  the 
ability  to  interact  compassionately 
with  people.  Assertiveness  will  enable 
such  a  man  to  take  the  oversight  of  the 
group  and  make  decisions  in  the  for- 
mative stages.  The  leader,  initially, 
may  be  one  of  the  founding  families 
and  may  not  necessarily  be  the 
teacher.  He  must,  however,  be  one 
who  will  responsibly  oversee  and 
direct  the  church's  affairs  during  the 
days  of  its  inception. 

The  first  shepherd,  when  called, 
must  possess  a  minimum  of  at  least 
three  basic  qualities.  He  must  know, 
and  be  able  to  present,  biblical  truths 
in  such  a  way  as  to  hold  the  interest 
of  his  hearers.  Visitors'  first  impres- 
sions are  formed  by  the  pulpit.  He 
must,  also,  be  an  able  witness  in  order 
to  influence  people  for  Christ.  He 
must  be  a  gentle  and  affable  person 
capable  of  "getting  along"  individuals 
of  different  backgrounds  and  stations 
in  life.  Biblical  leaders  receive  their 
direction  from  God  and  then  must, 
through  their  own  unique  character- 
istics and  traits,  be  able  to  com- 
municate to  and  motivate  those  for 
whom  they  are  responsible. 

Following  these  preliminary  con- 
siderations there  must  be  a  strategy 
to  guide  the  group  and  knit  it  together 
into  a  unified  body.  Bible  classes,  too 
often,  become  an  end  in  themselves. 
Because  of  their  popularity,  they  tend 
to  delay  the  organization  of  a  church. 
Frequently,  the  class  attracts  those 
who  are  not  sympathetic  with  the 
establishment  of  a  new  church.  Thus 
when  such  an  announcement  is  made 
there  tends  to  be  a  demoralizing  exit. 
The  new  group  should  initiate  regular 
services  designed  for  worship  and 
spiritual  expression  at  the  earliest 
possible  date.  Such  services  should 
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include  the  various  modes  of  worship, 
i.e.,  music,  preaching,  prayer,  offering, 
etc. 

Although  the  term  "calling"  is  not 
popular  today,  the  fact  remains  that 
contact  with  the  community  is  essen- 
tial for  bringing  new  prospects  into 
the  group.  This  may  take  many  forms, 
but  it  is  imperative  that  individuals 
within  the  group  involve  themselves 
in  this  important  avenue  of  ministry. 
Lifestyle  evangelism  and  other 
prescribed  methods  are  helpful  in 
enouraging  the  constituency  to 
action. 

During  this  stage  of  development 
the  work  will  very  likely  come  under 
the  auspices  of  one  or  both  District 
and  National  church-planting  institu- 
tions. This  cooperative  association 
provides  the  maximum  assistance  in 
the  embryonic  stages  of  the  new 
church.  Constitutions,  procedural  in- 
structions, and  experienced  counsel 
are  valuable  tools  made  available  by 
these  two  institutions.  A  search  for 


property  and  even  the  initial  facility 
are  further  expedited  through  the 
Grace  Brethren  Investment  Founda- 
tion. Through  its  many  interested  and 
committed  depositors,  the  GBIF  is 
able  to  provide  low  interest  loans  to 
the  seedling  church  which  has  not  yet 
established  its  own  financial 
credibility. 

Throughout  these  various  stages  of 
growing  a  new  church  there  is  the 
comfort  of  working  together  with 
others  of  like  mind.  From  the  leader 
on  the  field  to  those  many  con- 
tributors across  our  Fellowship,  each 
participant  plays  a  vital  and  integral 
role  in  the  church-planting  process. 

Tb  those  looking  on,  church  plant- 
ing appears  easy  and  natural.  In  a 
sense,  it  is.  Much  the  same  way  in 
which  any  harvest  is  the  natural 
outgrowth  of  certain  predetermined 
activities.  It  is  the  culmination  of  the 
efforts  of  many.  The  omission  of  any 
one  of  these  essential  elements  could 
easily  curtail  or  seriously  hamper  the 
program.  As  in  harvest,  the  excite- 
ment runs  the  highest  as  one  views 
the  finished  product.  We  all  enjoy 
dedication  days  and  the  celebration  of 
self-support,  but  without  the  initial 
dream  there  would  be  no  harvest. 
Without  the  toil  and  sweat  of  those 
who  labor  in  the  field  there  would  be 
no  reaping.  Without  the  support  of  a 
host  of  friends  there  would  be  no 
celebration  to  remind  us  of  the  suc- 
cess of  God's  marvelous  plan. 

We  have  no  articulated  tractors  nor 
giant  reaping  machinery  but  we  do 
have  the  life-changing  power  of  the 
Gospel.  We  can  move  triumphantly 
into  the  field  with  confidence  that 
those  "that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth, 
bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubtless 
come  again  with  rejoicing."  herald 
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vangelism.  The  mere  mention 
of  it  often  sends  Christians  diving  for 
cover  with  a  severe  sense  of  guilt. 
Even  churches  with  a  formal  visita- 
tion program  feel  pretty  good  if  they 
have  ten  percent  of  the  people  involv- 
ed. Dr.  D.  James  Kennedy  of  the  Coral 
Ridge  Presbyterian  Church  in  Florida 
states  that  95  percent  of  the  members 
of  evangelical  churches  have  never  led 
anyone  to  Christ. 

Where  does  this  leave  us?  Recogniz- 
ing our  inhibitions,  we  become 
frustrated  and  confused  about  how  to 
do  the  job  our  Lord  commissioned  us 
to  do  more  than  1900  years  ago. 

A  look  at  the  basic  elements  of 
evangelism  might  simplify  it.  Many 
believers  who  have  never  led  anyone 
to  Christ  would  really  like  to,  but  are 
not  sure  how. 

The  Person  of  God 

The  first  element  of  evangelism  is 
the  Person  of  God.  The  creator  of  the 
universe,  He  wants  us  to  enjoy  Him 
and  vice  versa. 

Down  through  the  centuries,  God 
has  sought  people  who  want  to  walk 
with  Him  and  communicate  with  Him 
on  a  daily  basis.  He  enjoys  the  com- 
pany of  people  who  will  treat  Him  like 
God,  worshiping  and  loving  Him. 
Those  individuals,  in  turn,  find 
pleasure  in  His  company.  They  will 
delight  in  Him  forever.  People  who 
walk  with  God  and  communicate  with 
Him  on  a  regular  basis  have  some- 
thing worthwhile  to  share  with  those 
who  do  not.  What's  more,  God  expects 
us  to  share  it.  That,  my  friend,  is 
evangelism. 

Our  testimony  has  a  powerful  in- 
fluence on  those  around  us  if  we  live 
so  they  see  it.  Not  everyone  is  im- 
pressed by  the  conversation  of  an  all- 
pro  line-backer  or  a  heroin  addict. 
Some  need  to  know  that  ordinary  peo- 
ple can  become  totally  renewed  by 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 


The  Message 

The  basic  message  we  have  to  share 
concerns  the  Person  of  Jesus  Christ: 
who  He  is  and  what  He  did.  Paul  said 
that  "Christ  died  for  our  sins  accor- 
ding to  the  Scriptures,  and  that  He 
was  buried,  and  that  He  was  raised  on 
the  third  day  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures" (I  Corinthians  15:3-4  NASB). 
There  are  many  booklets  and  plans 
for  presenting  the  Gospel,  the  Good 
News.  I  personally  prefer  the  Gospel 
of  John,  which  was  written  by  the 
Apostle  John  for  that  specific  pur- 
pose. Review  the  verses  about  eternal 
life  on  your  own,  then  mark  them, 
either  by  highlighting  or  underlining. 
When  you  share  the  Gospel  with  an 
unsaved  friend,  read  the  verses  to  him 
or  her  and  give  a  brief  explanation  of 
them.  Individual  copies  of  the  Gospel 
of  John  may  be  purchased  for  as  lit- 
tle as  15  cents,  and  may  be  left  with 
the  individual.  That  way,  they  can 
easily  refer  back  to  them. 

The  Target 

The  best  prospects  for  leading  a  per- 
son to  Christ  are  found  among  the 
people  we  know  best.  A  continuous 
survey  by  the  Church  Growth  people 
reveals  that  seven  out  of  eight  people 
who  are  members  of  an  evangelical, 
fundamental  church  were  brought  to 
Christ  by  a  friend,  relative,  or 
associate.  So  our  success  rate  will  be 
much  better  if  we  concentrate  on  our 
own  friends,  relatives,  and  associates. 

Church  growth  experts  tell  us  that 
the  average  person  who  accepts  Christ 
and  remains  faithful,  has  heard  the 
Gospel  six  times  before  making  a 
public  commitment  to  Christ.  This 
means  one-time  encounters  with  the 
unsaved  are  not  as  productive  as 
those  relationships  that  are  nurtured. 
continued  on  page  18 


EVANGELISM 
for 

Non-Evangelists 


by  DEAN  RISSER 


Christ  commands  us 
to  spread  the  Good 
News  of  the  Gospel. 
But  most  of  us  don't 
do  it.  Here  is  a  basic 
look  at  the  elements 
of  evangelism. 
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This  Iowa  jeweler 
does  more  than  repair 
watches  and  set 
diamonds.  He  collects 
jewels  for  eternity. 


STOCKPILING 

Eternal  Jewels 


by  LIZ  CUTLER 


I 


it  was  a  typical  afternoon  at 
Schrock  Diamond  Jewelers  in 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  Sparkling  gems 
danced  in  the  light  from  their  pristine 
glass  cases.  Clocks  on  the  wall  moved 
with  the  passing  of  time,  their  glisten- 
ing pendulums  swaying  methodically 
from  side  to  side. 

Near  the  front  of  the  store,  a  young 
couple  wishfully  examined  wedding 
sets,  while  an  older  woman  selected 
a  watch  then  left  with  her  purchase 
held  carefully  in  her  hand. 

Bent  over  a  workbench  at  the  rear 
of  the  store,  the  store's  owner  was 
repairing  a  watch.  With  his  jeweler's 
optical  loop  (magnifying  glass),  Vern 
Schrock  worked  carefully  and  quiet- 
ly making  the  proper  adjustments. 
Occasionally,  he  would  glance  up 
from  his  work  and  take  note  of  the  ac- 
tivity in  the  store  or  greet  a  customer. 

It  was  on  one  of  those  breaks  he 
noticed  a  tall  young  man  come  in.  As 
the  door  shut  behind  him,  he  gave  a 
friendly  wave  to  the  jeweler.  Vern 
recognized  him  as  Milton  Hill,  who 
also  lived  in  Waterloo.  Hill  strode  to 
the  jewelry  case  and  began  to  examine 
its  contents. 


'I've  got  to  talk  to  him,'  Vern  thought 
as  he  turned  his  attention  toward  the 
timepiece  in  his  hands.  'But  I'm  just 
too  busy'  He  continued  to  work  on  the 
watch.  'I'm  just  too  busy' 

The  young  man  made  a  purchase 
and  turned  toward  the  door.  Just  as 
he  reached  for  the  doorknob,  he 
turned  and  called  to  Vernon,  "So  long, 
Schrock.  I'm  going  into  the  service." 

Even  now  as  Vernon  recalls  the  in- 
cident, he  snaps  his  fingers. 

"Boy,  that  triggered  me  because  I 
knew  if  you  were  going  into  the  ser- 
vice, you  never  know  what  might  hap- 
pen." 

Schrock  laid  the  watch  on  the  table 
and  moved  toward  the  front  of  the 
store.  "Wait  a  minute.  Hill.  I  want  to 
talk  to  you." 


3 


"I  remember  I  almost 
didn't  do  something,"  he 
says.  "If  he  hadn't 
turned  around,  if  the 
Lord  hadn't  gotten  him 
to  do  that  .  .  ."  His  voice 
trails  off  at  the  thought 
of  the  possible 
consequences. 
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That  snowy  afternoon  in  a  jewelry 
store  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Milton  Hill 
found  an  everlasting  gem.  He  ac- 
cepted Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal 
Savior. 

A  few  months  later,  Schrock  unfold- 
ed the  newspaper  to  read  the 
headlines  across  the  top  of  the  page 
-  "First  Casualty  of  World  War  II: 
Milton  Hill." 

More  than  40  years  later,  Schrock, 
75,  recalls  that  meeting  as  clearly  as 
if  it  happened  yesterday.  "I  remember 
I  almost  didn't  do  something,"  he  says: 
"If  he  hadn't  turned  around,  if  the 
Lord  hadn't  gotten  him  to  do  that .  .  ." 
His  voice  trails  off  at  the  thought  of  the 
possible  consequences. 

But  it  is  only  one  instance  of  the 
Hawkeye  jeweler  who  is  more  con- 
cerned with  stockpiling  eternal  jewels, 
than  he  is  with  gathering  precious 
gems  here  on  earth. 

Almost  from  the  point  of  his  salva- 
tion, Vernon  has  been  vocal  about  his 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Saved  at  age  21 
during  special  meetings  held  by  a 
Baptist  minister,  Vernon  announced 
his  new-found  faith  to  his  Sunday 
School  class  at  the  liberal  church  he 
was  attending. 

"The  preacher  came  and  took  me 
by  the  shoulders  and  said,  'None  of 
that  stuff  here,'"  he  recalls. 

It  was  soon  after  that  he  and  his 
wife,  Loreta,  left  that  church.  By  1939, 
they  found  themselves  charter 
members  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  in  Waterloo. 

In  those  days,  it  wasn't  called 
lifestyle  evangelism  or  friendship 
evangelism.  Vern  just  knew  he  was 
commanded  to  share  the  Gospel  and 
his  business  provided  the  means. 

"I  hope  I'm  not  a  religious 
crackpot,"  he  once  told  a  reporter  for 
the  Waterloo  Sunday  Courier.  "I  don't 
buttonhole  everybody  I  come  in  con- 
tact with.  I've  had  friends  for  35  years 
I  don't  talk  about  faith  to  -  but  I  notice 
when  tragedy  strikes  their  families, 
they  often  ask  me  to  come  home  with 
them  and  pray." 

Through  the  years,  Schrock  com- 
bined his  expertise  as  a  jeweler  with 
his  love  for  the  Lord.  He  has  traveled 
thousands  of  miles  giving  what  he 
calls  "the  diamond  talk."  It  is  a  speech 


"I  always  figured  if  He 
could  use  me,  He  could 
use  anyone." 

on  diamonds  which  includes  a  display 
of  real  diamonds  and  replicas,  a 
description  of  how  they  are  made  and 
judged,  and  a  comparison  of  the 
development  of  a  diamond  through 
heat  and  pressure  to  the  Christian  life. 

And  wherever  he  goes,  Vern 
Schrock  is  ready  to  share  an  en- 
couraging word  whether  with  a  gas 
station  attendant,  an  airline 
stewardess,  or  the  highway  patrolman 
who  has  just  given  him  a  ticket. 

But  he  gives  any  credit  to  the  Lord 
and  he  encourages  others  to  share 
their  faith.  "I  figure  if  He  could  use 
me,  he  could  use  anyone."  he  says. 


This  year  marks  the  end 
of  an  era  when  Vern 
Schrock  steps  down  after 
serving  28  years  as  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions  Council.  He 
was  elected  to  the  board  in 
1958,  assuming  the  seat 
which  had  been  occupied 
by  his  father-in-law,  Cleve  Miller,  since  the 
founding  of  the  Council.  Vern  retired  as  a 
jeweler  in  1983  after  serving  the  Waterloo, 
Iowa  community  for  53  years. 
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Transplanted  for  Christ 


L 


et  me  ask  you  a  question. 
Would  you  pack  up  your  family,  lock, 
stock,  and  puppy  dog  and  move  to 
Alaska? 

Now  you've  probably  heard  some 
exciting  things  about  Alaska,  haven't 
you?  The  beauty  of  unspoiled 
wilderness,  fascinating  wildlife, 
unrivaled  opportunities  for  hunting 
and  fishing;  why  it's  the  stuff  dreams 
are  made  of  isn't  it?  Just  last  week  you 
pulled  a  copy  of  Alaska  magazine  off 
the  rack  at  the  grocery  store.  A  quick 
glance  through  it  was  enough  to  kick 
your  pulse  ahead  a  few  beats.  Of 
course,  there  is  also  the  high  cost  of 
living,  the  long  winter  nights,  and 
those  grizzly  bears. 

"Would  I  move  my  family  to 
Alaska?"  you  ask  yourself.  "Well, 
maybe.  If  the  right  opportunity 
presented  itself." 

Hey,  that's  great.  Now  the  next 
question.  How  do  you  define  the 
"right  opportunity?"  A  chance  to 
make  a  brilliant  career  move?  An  op- 
portunity to  make  those  big  bucks  on 
the  North  Slope  oil  fields?  Or  maybe 
it's  some  secret  desire  you've  been 
nurturing  for  many  years  --  blazing  a 
trail  into  the  wilderness,  living  an  in- 
dependent, subsistence  lifestyle,  and 
being  your  own  man?  Sounds  ex- 
citing, doesn't  it? 


Well,  let  me  share  with  you  an  in- 
finitely more  exciting  possibility.  It  of- 
fers the  occasion  to  be  in  the  vanguard 
of  one  of  the  most  stimulating  and 
satisfying  enterprises  known  to  man. 
Jesus  Christ  Himself  announced  it 
when  He  declared,  ".  .  .1  will  build  my 
church  and  the  gates  of  Hades  shall 
not  overpower  it."  (Matt.  16:18  NASB) 

What  it  is,  friend,  is  church 
planting! 

"Wait  just  one  minute,"  you  say. 
"You've  got  me  all  wrong.  I'm  an  in- 
surance salesman,  not  a  preacher.  I 
can't  go  to  Alaska  to  plant  a  church." 

Well,  it  wouldn't  be  much  of  a 
church,  would  it,  if  the  pastor  and  his 
family  were  the  only  members?  Sure- 
ly you  haven't  forgotten  the  Sunday 
School  teachers,  the  ushers,  the  guy 
who  keeps  the  church  books,  the 
ladies  who  minister  in  the  nursery, 
and  the  ones  who  cut  the  grass  and 
empty  the  wastebaskets.  I  Corinthians 
12  makes  it  pretty  clear  that  the  body 
of  Christ  is  not  one  member  but  many, 
and  all  the  members  are  necessary. 
Besides  that,  God  Himself  places  each 
one  of  the  members  in  the  body,  just 
as  He  desires. 

Now  consider  for  a  minute:  isn't  it 
just  possible  that  God's  desire  for  you 
and  your  family  is  to  become  an  eye, 
a  nose,  a  hand  or  a  foot  in  a  new  body 


Planting  a  church 
seems  so  easy.  But 
there  is  more  to  the 
process  than  just  an- 
nouncing the  first 
worship  service. 


by  RICHARD  J.  HAMMER 


He  is  about  to  form  across  the  town, 
across  the  state,  or  across  country? 
You've  taught  Sunday  School  in  your 
local  Grace  Brethren  Church  for 
twelve  years  now?  Guess  what,  new 
churches  need  Sunday  School 
teachers,  too! 

Acts  clearly  details  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  biblical  strategy  for  car- 
rying out  Christ's  Great  Commission. 
Fundamental  to  that  is  church  plant- 
ing. While  there  are  many  ways  to 
plant  a  new  church,  I  am  convinced 
the  most  effective  way  is  for  a  few 
families,  sensing  the  leading  of  the 
Lord,  to  commit  themselves  to  a  new 
neighborhood  or  even  a  new  part  of 
the  country,  becoming  a  vital  part  of 
a  new  community  and  being  used  by 
Christ  to  establish  an  effectively  func- 
tioning testimony  for  His  Name  in 
that  area.  Just  as  He  used  a  family  of 
tentmakers  to  assist  the  Apostle  Paul. 
He  can  use  an  insurance  salesman 
and  his  family  to  assist  a  Home  Mis- 
sions pastor  in  planting  a  new  church. 

In  1981,  when  we  announced  to  our 
family  and  friends  that  God  was  di- 
recting our  path  to  Homer,  Alaska  to 
help  begin  a  new  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  more  than  a  few  eyebrows 
were  raised.  We  were  a  bit  surprised 
when  we  didn't  get  the  unanimous 
and  understanding  encouragement 
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we  had  expected.  Then  the  night  we 
loaded  our  belongings  into  our  newly- 
purchased  trailer  to  begin  our  trek  up 
the  Alaskan  Highway,  our  son, 
Jeremy,  severely  slashed  his  wrist 
when  he  accidentally  ran  his  hand 
through  a  glass  door.  When  the  trailer 
was  finally  loaded,  our  truck  wouldn't 
pull  it.  It  was  just  too  old  and  too 
feeble. 

"See,  you're  making  a  mistake  and 
God's  trying  to  show  it  to  you,"  some 
seemed  to  infer. 

"No  way,"  we  responded.  "Rejoice 
with  us  because  God  is  testing  our 
faith  that  He  might  produce  in  us  that 
steadfast  endurance  we  need  so  that 
we  will  be  lacking  nothing  for  the 
ministry  He  has  called  us  to."  (see 
James  1:2-4) 

Since  we  couldn't  haul  it,  we  sold  it. 
Our  clothes,  the  camera,  and  our 
fishing  rods  made  up  the  bulk  of  our 
outfit. 

The  trip  itself  was  a  real  test  of  our 
faith.  Only  God's  grace  kept  the  old 
Ford  running.  Major  engine  work  in 
Fargo,  North  Dakota,  48  quarts  of  oil, 
and  15  days  later,  we  finally  made  it 
to  Homer. 

Of  course,  there  was  still  the  matter 
of  providing  for  my  family.  For  the  first 
year  in  Homer,  I  washed  windows, 
substituted  in  a  high  school 
Economics  class,  built  a  wind  screen 
on  the  bridge  of  a  commercial  fishing 
boat,  and  did  anything  else  I  could  get 
my  hands  on.  Kay  cleaned  hotel 
rooms.  We  didn't  always  eat  good,  but 
we  always  ate.  By  the  end  of  our  first 
year,  I  obtained  permanent  employ- 
ment reading  water  meters  for  the 
Public  Works  Department  of  the  City 
of  Homer. 

Homer  has  become  our  home.  It  is 
where  we  live  and  we  love  it.  More  im- 
portantly, Christ  is  using  us  to  build 
the  Kachemak  Bay  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  What  began  with  four 
families  obeying  the  call  of  our  Lord, 
has  grown  during  the  past  few  years 
to  where  attendances  regularly  go 
over  100  in  the  Sunday  morning  wor- 
ship service.  But  the  bottom  line  is 
souls  are  being  saved  by  the  power  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  By  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  He  is  using 
willing  families  to  be  effective 
witnesses  for  Him  around  the  country. 

Make  no  mistakes,  planting  a 
church  is  very  hard  work.  But  it  is  in- 
credibly exciting  and  eternally  rewar- 
ding. It  also  doesn't  require  a  special 
breed  of  people.  It  simply  requires 
people  of  any  age  and  from  any  walk 
of  life  who  are  totally  committed  to  be- 
ing bond  servants  of  their  Lord  and 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  werjld 


Dick  and  Kay  Hammer  left  a  secure  life  in 
the  "lower  48"  to  help  plant  the  Kachemak 
Bay  Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Homer. 
Alaska.  The  first  year  was  difficult,  but  they 
and  their  daughter.  Shawn  and  son. 
Jeremy,  have  no  regrets  about  their  move 
to  the  north  country.  Dick  is  currently  a 
meter  reader  for  the  Homer  Department  of 
Public  Works. 
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Evangelism  for  Nonevangelists 
continued  from  page  13 

The  Power 

In  our  own  strength  we  are  totally 
unable  to  give  a  person  eternal  life; 
God  is  able  to  use  willing  people  to 
lead  others  to  Christ,  and  He  CAN  give 
eternal  life.  There  is  power  in  a 
transformed  life,  just  as  there  is  power 
in  the  Gospel  itself  (Romans  1:16).  The 
authority  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  within 
us  is  released  through  prayer.  All  this 
is  available  to  her  person  who  walk 
with  Christ  daily.  It  is  yours  and  mine 
in  leading  people  to  Christ. 

Following  Up 

Follow-up  begins  IMMEDIATELY 
after  the  person  receives  Christ.  Use 
John  5:24  and  I  John  5:11-13  for 
assurance  of  salvation,  and  welcome 
him  or  her  into  the  family  of  God.  Give 
him  or  her  a  modern-speech  Gospel 
of  John  with  instructions  to  read  it 
through  soon.  Someone  should  be 
assigned  to  meet  with  him  or  her 
weekly,  pray  for  him  or  her  daily,  and 
take  responsibility  to  parent  him  or 
her  spiritually.  Your  pastor  can  pro- 
vide materials  to  help  new  converts  as 
they  strive  of  maturity. 

Hindrances 

Many  things  can,  and  do,  hinder  us 
in  sharing  Christ: 

1.  We  are  not  in  the  Word  of  God  on 
a  regular  basis,  so  we  have  nothing 
fresh  to  share  from  God. 

2.  Our  prayer  life  is  weak.  We  do  not 
speak  to  God  on  a  daily  basis,  nor  pray 
for  others  as  we  know  we  should. 

3.  Our  life  is  not  centered  on  the  per- 
son of  Christ. 

4.  We  are  involved  and  over- 
committed  in  things  that  will  not 
count  for  eternity  -  not  necessarily 
bad  things,  but  temporal  things. 

5.  We  think  soul-winning  is  a  spiritual 
gift  that  only  a  few  have. 

6.  We  think  we  must  be  perfect  before 
winning  anyone  to  Christ. 


How  To  Get  Started 

Begin  by  having  a  long,  private  talk 
with  God,  confessing  any  sin  by  name, 
and  giving  yourself  completely  to  the 
Lord.  A  regular,  daily  quiet  time  with 
Him  will  help  in  appropriating  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Yield  the  con- 
trol of  your  life  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Make  a  list  of  a  few  people  you 
believe  to  be  lost.  Ask  God  to  use  you 
to  share  Christ  with  them. 

Acquaint  yourself  well  with  the 
Gospel  of  John  or  other  soul-winning 
material.  Be  able  to  share  the  verses 
on  eternal  life. 

Expect  opposition  from  the  devil;  he 
will  not  be  thrilled  with  your  fervor.  At 
the  same  time,  expect  blessings  from 
God  and  the  excitement  of  leading 
some  person  to  Christ!   h£rjld 


Dean  Risser  arrived  at  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Marion.  Ohio,  last  year  with 
more  than  30  years  of 
pastoral  experience.  Since 
assuming  the  pulpit  at 
Marion,  the  church  has 
grown  to  a  Sunday  morning 
attendance  of  56  and  is  now 
in  the  middle  of  a  building  program.  Dean 
and  his  wife,  Ella,  have  three  grown 
children. 
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EVANGELISM. 

Is  it  a 
Geographic 
Experience? 


here  are  some  words  in  our 
religious  vocabulary  that  tend  to 
become  blurred  in  their  usage.  An  ex- 
ample will  hopefully  enforce  the 
point.  The  word  "church"  is  a  good 
one  --  it  is  either  a  building,  a  group 
of  people,  or  the  Body  of  Christ.  It  is 
either  one  of  the  three,  two  of  the 
three,  or  all  of  the  above.  Another 
such  word  is  evangelism.  We  use  this 
word  for  missions  --  home  and 
foreign,  witnessing  and  preaching. 
When  we  think  of  the  word,  we  think 
of  tracts  and  home  visitation,  revival 
services,  and  other  outreach 
ministries. 

Put  in  its  simplest  form,  evangelism 
is  the  reaching  and  telling  the  good 
news  of  the  Gospel  to  lost  people.  The 
results  are  repentance,  new  life,  and 
conversion  to  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

In  evangelism  it  is  not  the  matter  of 
where  it  takes  place  as  much  as  to 
what  takes  place.  We  often  make 
evangelists  the  person  who  preaches 
the  Gospel  inside  the  enclosure  of  a 
domestic  area  --  home,  Ail-American 
territory  -  where  everyone  loves 
baseball,  apple  pie,  and  Chevrolets. 
This  is  the  environment  where  an 
evangelist  is  really  at  home.  The 
length  of  stay  for  the  mission  is 
usually  four  to  seven  days  and  hard- 
ship pay  for  two  weeks. 

Now,  if  the  mission  requires  a 
passport,  some  shots  for  black  fever, 
a  pith  helmet  and  the  length  of  the 
trip  is  a  two-  or  four-year  stay  -  you 
are  a  missionary.  Without  the  above 
credentials  you  are  a  plain  Bible- 
teaching  evangelist.  However,  to  keep 
everything  theologically  sound,  the 
message  should  be  the  same  -  the 
Gospel.  This  is  the  stuff  from  which 
all  evangelists  and  missionaries  are 
made. 

That  is  an  around-the-barn  way  of 
saying  we  make  things  more  com- 
plicated than  God  intended.  Actually 
the  commands  of  God  for  evangelism 
are  quite  simple.  He  wanted  the  Early 
Church  to  evangelize  -  to  tell  people 
that  God  loves  them,  that  Christ  died 
and  arose  for  them  and  that,  if  they 
will  believe,  they  can  have  new  life  in 
Him. 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


The  geographic  situation  also  arises 
in  Christ's  command.  With  the  same 
message  you  are  to  start  at  the  nearest 
geographic  point  and  keep  right  on 
going  to  the  whole  world.  Land  and 
sea  barriers  are  not  mentioned  -  it 
just  includes  the  telling  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  world.  So  you  start 
at  home  and  tell  people  there  about 
the  love  of  God.  The  church  and  the 
individuals  of  the  church  are  then  to 
keep  on  going  till  all  tribes  and 
peoples  hear  the  Good  News. 

Evangelism  is  -  when  the  Chris- 
tians in  England,  Canada,  and  the 
United  States  tell  everyone  in  their 
town,  and  county  and  country  about 
the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Evangelism  is 
when  the  English,  Canadian,  and 
American  people  begin  to  bump  into 
each  other  in  Africa,  America,  South 
America,  England,  France,  Canada, 
Japan,  and  China  -  telling  others 
about  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

There  should  be  no  barriers  nor 
limits!  Nor  should  there  be  any  un- 
touched places  where  the  message  of 
the  Gospel  is  not  heard.  Enlightened 
minds,  forgiving  spirits,  a  burning 
desire,  and  a  willing  heart  make  up 
the  necessary  equipment  to  be  an 
evangelist. 

Have  a  problem  with  your  place  and 
geographic  location  for  evangelism? 
Do  the  work  of  evangelism  right  where 
you  are  now,  and  keep  on  doing  it  un- 
til you  move  to  the  next  place,  and 
then  do  it  there.  The  message  and  the 
needs  remain  the  same  despite  the 
physical  location.  h6r?ld 


Charles  Turner  is  publisher 
of  the  Herald  magazine 
and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald 
Company  in  Winona  Lake. 
IN. 
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Annual  Address  Changes 

Cotsamire,  Leslie:  3214  Viking  Dr.,  N.W., 

Roanoke,  VA  24019 

Christie,  Randall:  P.O.  Box  36,  Harrison, 

MT  59735 

Haag,  Walter:  (Alys)  3760  Sunset  Lane, 

San  Ysidro,  CA  92703  (Tel-  619/428-1563) 

Mitchell,  David  A.:  94-395  Ololu  St., 

Miliani,  HI  96789 

Guiles,  Ronald:  6421  Fairview  Dr., 

Watauga,  TX  76148 

Grace  Brethren  Church:  27938  S.E.  Stark 

St.,  Troutdale,  OR  97060 


Marriages 

California,  Santa  Maria:  Heather  Watson 
and  Charles  Graney,  April  26,  1986.  Grace 
Brethren  Church  of  Santa  Maria. 
Hawaii,  Wahiawa:  Debbie  Kepner  and 
Timothy  Sangretory,  May  3,  1986.  Waipio 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Manheim:  Wanda  Hershey 
and  Steve  Engle,  February  1,  1986. 
Manheim  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
West  Virgina,  Grafton:  Karen  Slusser  and 
Tom  Weaver.  June  7,  1986.  First  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Deaths 

Indiana,  Kokomo:  Bartlett,  Clara,  76.  May 
15,  1986.  Wife  of  Rev.  Don  Bartlett.  In- 
dian Heights  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Hamilton,  Ben 
Dr.,  76.  Previously  served  as  librarian  and 
professor  of  Grace  Schools,  as  well  as 
missionary  to  the  CAR.  Winona  Lake 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Indiana,  Elkhart:  Russel,  Maynard,  69. 
January  19,  1986.  Elkhart  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 

Indiana,  Elkhart:  Long,  Truman,  87 
February  3,  1986.  Elkhart  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 

Minnesota,  Winona:  Putzier,  Grace  E. 
March  29,  1986.  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Pennsylvania,  Aleppo:  Riggs,  Ross  M., 
62.  May  29,  1986.  Aleppo  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 


Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Herb,  Frank, 
80.  April  28,  1986.  Myerstown  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

Virginia,  Buena  Vista:  Allen,  Samuel. 
February  17,  1986.  First  Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  GBC  Christian 
Education's  1986  National  CE  Convention 
is  scheduled  for  Monday,  August  4,  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  FGBC  National 
Conference  in  Winona  Lake,  Indiana.  A 
day  packed  full  of  practical  ideas  and 
helps  is  planned.  The  featured  speaker, 
Dr.  Bruce  Wilkinson,  President  of  Walk 
Thru  the  Bible,  will  challenge  attenders 
with  the  "Seven  Laws  of  Effective 
Teaching." 

Virgina,  Winchester:  Dedication  services 
were  held  April  13  for  the  new  'all- 
purpose  building"  of  Blue  Ridge  Grace 
Brethren  Church.  Ml.  Myers,  Pastor. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  The  Grace  Col- 
lege 1985  fall  semester  honor  list  was 
released  recently  by  Dr.  Vance  Yoder, 
Academic  Dean.  The  honor's  list  is  com- 
posed of  full-time  students  in  the 
highest  3°/o-10%  of  the  student  body. 

Seniors  include:  Robert  Devries, 
Kimberly  Dixon,  Dana  Emerick,  Colleen 
Farmer,  Randall  Grove,  Scot  Liston,  Danial 
McMaster,  Peter  Mischo,  Nancy  Momeyer, 
Todd  Neuschwander,  Nancy  Priebe, 
Elizabeth  Schmidt,  Tracie  Smith,  Ki-Shin 
Suk,  Sally  Wilging  and  Mary  Wilson. 

Juniors  include:  John  Anderson,  Kathy 
Aulger,  Charlene  Bonar,  Robert  Buhler, 
Susan  Cahill,  Calla  Cone,  Dee  Dagwell, 
Jonathan  Damon,  Vicky  Decker,  Ann 
Mitchell,  Scott  Murrill,  Allister  Seah, 
Martha  Thieme,  Bradley  Wise,  and 
Kenneth  Wolfe. 

Sophomores  include:  Polly  Abbott, 
Nancy  Anderson,  Lynda  Burrell,  Elizabeth 
Farner,  Kenneth  Giese,  Debora  Gingerich, 
Elaine  Hunt,  Mark  Huntington,  Kristine 
Klosinski,  Deborah  Neuenschwander, 
Denise  Stanley,  Darla  Troyer,  Linda  Walker, 
Bryan  Williamson,  and  Paul  Zeltwanger 

Freshman  include:  Elizabeth  Cyr,  Scott 
Fetter,  John  Fisher,  Amy  Gsell,  Jim 


Momeyer,  Sonya  Ritchey,  and  Shawn 
Vanamberg. 

Non-degree,  unclassified  students  in- 
clude: Brenda  Alt,  and  Ruth  Carmody. 
Pennsylvania,  Milroy:  The  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Milroy,  PA,  broke 
ground  for  their  first  unit  on  May  11,  ac- 
cording to  Pastor  Doug  Sabin. 

The  94  individuals  who  attended  gave 
an  offering  which  totaled  more  than 
$3000  toward  the  building  fund.  Says  the 
pastor,  "We  had  a  good  spirit  among  our 
people." 

Excavation  for  the  5,600  square  foot 
building  is  now  underway. 
Virginia,  Covington:  On  March  23,  1986 
the  Friendly  Grace  Brethren  Church  had  a 
"Friend  Day."  This  program,  developed  by 
Dr.  Towns  of  Liberty  University, 
guarantees  to  double  attendance.  For  the 
Friendly  Grace  Brethren  Church  it  worked 
with  great  success  —  248  attended  the 
service. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Morgan  Library 
added  its  125,000th  volume  to  the  com- 
bined collections  of  Grace  College  and 
Theological  Seminary,  according  to 
Library  Director  Robert  Ibach,  Jr.  The 
honored  book  is  Brethren  Hymn 
Books  and  Hymnals  1720-1884,  by 
Donald  R.  Hinks,  a  1969  graduate  of 
Grace  Theological  Seminary.  The 
205-page  volume  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  Dr.  Homer  A.  Kent,  Sr,  "who 
first  instilled  in  the  author  a  love  for 
Brethren  history." 

Indiana,  Elkhart:  The  Elkhart  Grace 
Brethren  Church  has  initiated  a  "Child 
Care  Ministry"  in  their  present  facilities. 
The  program  is  directed  by  the  youth 
director  Randy  Smith  and  his  wife.  29 
full-time  children  are  presently  enrolled 
with  many  "drop-off"  part-timers.  A  day- 
camp  is  planned  for  the  summer  months 
for  kindergarten  through  grade  3. 
Ohio,  Lima:  The  Lima  Grace  Brethren 
Church  gave  Pastor  Emory  Young  a  sur- 
prise party  with  a  money  gift  upon 
graduating  from  Grace  Seminary  in  May 
1986. 

Kansas,  Morrill:  Rev.  Richard  H.  Kinson 
assumed  pastoral  duties  in  June  at  the 
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at  the  Morrill  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
He,  his  wife,  and  three  daughters  are 
originally  from  Oregon,  Wl. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  GBC  Christian 
Education's  Operation  Barnabas  teams 
completed  a  successful  summer  of 
ministry.  Fifty-eight  high  school  youth 
divided  into  two  teams  which  traveled 
throughout  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana  and 
Iowa.  Leaders  for  the  Iowa/Indiana  team 
were:  Ed  Lewis,  Tami  Beiler,  Dan  and 
Sue  Michaels,  Bonnie  Nissley,  and  Lee 
Seese.  Leaders  for  the  Ohio/Michigan 
team  were  Kent  and  Karla  Denlinger, 
Steve  and  Bonnie  Garcia,  and  Greg 
Strait.  The  teams  ministered  to  Grace 
Brethren  churches  through  manual 
labor,  door-to-door  evangelism  and  can- 
vassing, park  programs,  and  through 
church  services. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Don  Garlock 
and  Louis  Amundson  have  assumed  the 
leadership  of  two  Home  Mission 
churches.  Garlock  is  pastoring  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  at  Altavista, 
Virginia,  while  Amundson  has  moved  to 
Homer,  Alaska  to  lead  the  Kachemak 
Bay  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Don  joins  the  Home  Missions  team 
with  25  years  teaching  experience.  Most 
recently  he  served  as  television  produc- 
tion director  at  Liberty  University's 
School  of  Lifelong  Learning.  He  has 
been  a  faculty  member  at  Liberty  since 
1979  and  has  also  been  a  teacher  or 
administrator  at  various  schools  around 
the  country,  including  Grace  College  and 
Worthington  (Ohio)  Christian  School. 

A  graduate  of  Grace  College  and  In- 
diana University,  Don  also  holds 
degrees  from  the  University  of  Southern 
California  and  is  currently  pursuing  a 
Ph.D.  degree  in  higher  education  at  the 
University  of  Virginia. 

Don  and  his  wife,  Mary  Lou,  have  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Louis  pastored  Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregations at  Garwin,  Iowa  and  Santa 
Barbara,  California  prior  to  accepting 
the  pulpit  at  Homer.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Western  Bible  College,  Denver,  Colorado, 
and  is  a  candidate  for  the  M.Min. 
degree  from  Bethany  Theological 


Seminary,  Dothan  Alabama. 

He  and  his  wife,  Madeline,  have  two 
daughters  and  a  son. 


World  News 

Greece,  Athens:  After  four  days  of 
deliberation,  Costas  Macris  of  Greece, 
President  of  the  Hellenic  Missionary 
Union,  Don  Stephens  of  the  United 
States,  Director  of  Youth  With  a  Mis- 
sion's Mercy  Ships,  and  Alan  Williams 
of  Britain,  Director  of  Y.W.A.M.'s  ship 
"Good  Samaritan"  were  pronounced  in- 
nocent by  the  First  Appeals  Court  of 
Athens.  On  December  22,  1984,  these 
three  men  were  sentenced  to  3V2  years 
in  prison  for  allegedly  proselytizing  a 
16-year  old  boy,  by  giving  him  a  New 
Testament.  (Hellenic  Missionary  Union) 
(March  1986  HERALD,  Vol.  48,  No.  3.) 

Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Brent  Sandy,  Pro- 
fessor of  Greek  at  Grace  College,  was 
present  for  this  trial.  He  reports  that 
Kevin  Long,  a  Grace  College  graduate, 
is  the  assistant  to  Costas  Macris,  and 
would  have  assumed  leadership  respon- 
sibilities had  Macris  been  imprisoned. 
Venezuela:  Dr.  Virgilio  Zapata,  president 
of  the  largest  Christian  school  in  Latin 
America,  accepted  the  presidency  of  the 
Confraternidad  Envagelica  Latino 
Americana  (CONELA)  in  April.  Since 
1982  CONELA  has  drawn  together 
evangelical  Latin  American  leaders  from 
23  nations,  representing  98  denomina- 
tions and  74  Christian  service  agencies. 

Dr.  Zapata,  who  once  represented  his 
country  as  an  Olympic  runner,  has 
earned  an  enviable  reputation  as  an 
evangelist,  lecturer  and  preacher.  He 
received  his  B.A.  and  M.A.  from  Bob 
Jones  University,  an  M.S.  Ed.  from  the 
University  of  Southern  California,  and 
did  special  studies  at  Talbot  and  Fuller 
Theological  Seminaries.  He  earned  his 
doctorate  at  Landivar  University  in 
Guatemala  City. 

CONELA  is  an  instrument  to  foster  a 
spirit  of  unity,  to  provide  a  forum  for 
evangelicals  in  Latin  America,  and  to 
present  an  answer  to  liberation  theology. 
It  seeks  to  promote  evangelism,  biblical 


theology,  and  encourage  church  growth 
nationally  and  worldwide.  (Christian  Na- 
tionals Evangelism  Commission,  Inc.) 
California,  Hacienda:  Rev.  Irwin  A. 
Moon,  78,  founder  and  retired  director 
of  the  Moody  Institute  of  Science,  a 
division  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute, 
died  May  7,  1986.  He  was  producer  and 
host  of  the  award-winning  Moody 
science  films,  which  included  "The  God 
of  Creation",  "The  God  of  the  Atom", 
and  "Red  River  of  Life." 
Washington,  D.C.:  Member  ministries  of 
the  Evangelical  Council  for  Financial  Ac- 
countability received  over  $1  billion  in 
contributions  in  1985  —  an  all-time 
high.  Total  income,  including  noncon- 
tribution  sources,  was  almost  $1.5 
billion.  Over  35  new  ECFA  members 
added  in  1985  helped  reach  this  $1 
billion  milestone  in  fundraising. 

ECFA,  an  organization  made  up  of  316 
nonprofit  Christian  ministries,  is  com- 
mitted to  strict  fundraising  guidelines 
and  honest  financial  accountability  by 
its  members.  In  order  to  assure  donors 
that  their  contributions  are  properly  us- 
ed, ECFA  members  practice  full 
disclosures,  making  public  their  audited 
financial  reports.  (ECFA) 
Africa,  Angola:  A  two-mile  line  of 
people  waited  for  New  Testaments 
distributed  by  the  World  Home  Bible 
League.  According  to  Director  Dennis 
M.  Mulder,  25,000  Testaments  were 
available  to  the  people  of  this  Marxist 
country.  (Capital  Voice,  Vol.  33,  No.  5) 
New  Jersey,  Chatham:  Mr.  E.  Brandt 
Gustavson,  V.  Pres.  and  Administrator 
of  Development  at  Moody  Bible  Institute 
in  Chicago,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
Executive  V  Pres.  of  Trans  World  Radio. 
He  assumed  his  responsibilities  with 
TWR  in  May  1986  after  completing  25 
years  of  service  with  Moody.  (TWR) 
Hungary:  Hungary  has  the  world's 
highest  suicide  rate,  even  though  most 
Hungarians  are  economically  better  off 
today  than  in  past  years.  Along  with  in- 
creasing material  prosperity  has  come  a 
rise  in  the  divorce  rate  and  the  use  of 
drugs  and  alcohol.  Concerned  about  the 
situation,  the  government  has  turned  to 
churches  for  help.  (TWR) 
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On  Sharim 


Sharing  your  faith 
begins  by  sharing 
your  life. 


by  ED  LEWIS 


M 


•ost  of  us  feel  a  sense  of  guilt 
when  sharing  our  faith  is  mentioned. 
It's  because  evangelism  is  one  of  the 
most  overlooked  commands  in  the 
Christian's  life.  Verbalizing  our  faith 
is  never  natural  until  we  understand 
the  reality  of  hell  ...  of  heaven,  and 
of  God's  plan. 

In  1973,  the  Grace  Brethren 
Fellowship  sponsored  GROW  '73 
"God  Reaching  Our  World."  We  also 
had  "Grow  More  in  '74."  The  training 
sessions  helped.  Some  churches  later 
tried  bus  ministries  to  evangelize 
children  and  families.  Others  trained 


for  Evangelism  Explosion  programs 
or  endorsed  lifestyle  evangelism  as  a 
way  of  approach.  Sunday  school  used 
to  be  called  the  "evangelistic  arm"  of 
the  church.  Today  it  has  evolved  into 
the  "teaching  arm."  How  can  we 
stimulate  evangelism? 

The  secret  to  effective  outreach  lies 
with  prayer  .  .  .  that  God  will  give  us 
a  burden  for  the  non-Christian  and 
that  we  will  take  advantage  of  oppor- 
tunities He  gives.  Perhaps  a  personal 
list  of  "10  Most  Wanted"  non- 
Christians  or  a  family  prayer  list 
would  stimulate  us  to  build  our  own 
effective  strategy  for  reaching  non- 
Christians.  Why  not  ask  God  to  give 
you  the  opportunity  to  lead  two  peo- 
ple to  Christ  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

While  not  all  Christians  will  "reap" 
fruit  from  leading  evangelistic  Bible 
studies,  all  of  us  can  at  least  "till"  the 
hard  soil  by  creating  situations  where 
we  can  warmly  express  love  to  non- 
believers  and  verbalize  our  faith 
without  apology. 

Here  are  a  number  of  ideas  that  can 
help  you  evangelize  this  year: 


In  Your  Home  and  Neighborhood 

-  Sponsor  a  "Good  News  Club"  for 
children. 

--  Invite  international  students  from 
colleges  or  high  school  exchange 
students  to  your  home  for  a  meal,  a 
week,  or  a  year. 

--  Initiate  a  neighborhood  block  par- 
ty or  carry-in  dinner  to  get  acquainted 
with  neighbors. 

-  Let  neighbors  freely  borrow  books 
on  child  rearing,  depression,  mar- 
riage, raising  teenagers  (authors  Dob- 
son,  Campbell,  Crabb,  etc.) 

--  Invite  neighbors  over  for  a  video 
based  on  a  Christian  theme. 

-  Look  for  ways  to  show  kindness: 
wash  a  neighbor's  car,  rake  leaves,  of- 
fer to  repair  or  lubricate  a  car,  shovel 
snow,  bake  and  share  cookies,  or  trim 
shrubs.  Invite  them  to  your  outdoor 
barbeque  or  a  casual  meal.  Share 
recipes.  Borrow  tools  (return  them 
promptly).  Offer  to  babysit.  Watch 
their  dog  when  they  are  away.  (NOTE: 
body  language  must  convey  open- 
ness, friendliness,  eye  contact, 
greetings,  and  personal  interest). 

--  Have  a  four  to  six-week  Bible  study 
on  an  interesting  topic  (Bible  survey, 
raising  teenagers,  death,  prophecy, 
heaven  and  hell,  basic  Bible  truths. 
Gospel  of  Luke,  finances,  depression, 
etc.). 

--  Invite  church  groups  to  your  home 
for  youth  activities,  class  socials,  etc. 
Ask  neighbors  to  help. 

-  Sponsor  a  game  night,  tupperware 
party,  or  talent  show. 

-  Be  a  foster  parent. 

Give  close  attention  to 
neighborhood  happenings:  babies, 
birthdays,  graduations,  weddings, 
hospitalizations,  deaths,  recitals,  and 
newspaper  awards  in  sports, 
scholastics,  drama,  music,  etc.  Cards 
or  "just  noticing"  notes  help  to  build 
bridges. 

-  Christian  magazines  or  books  are 
great  gifts. 

-  Crisis  events  offer  the  greatest  op- 
portunities to  show  love,  care  and 
truth:  divorce,  death,  alcoholism, 
health  crisis,  etc. 

-  Exercise  with  neighbors.  Jogging, 
aerobics,  tennis,  etc  ...  go  grocery 
shopping  together. 
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--  Invite  a  different  neighbor  to  your 

home  for  a  simple  meal  every  two 

weeks. 

--  Freely  loan  out  Christian  magazine 

articles,    books,    literature,    Bibles, 

tapes,  and  records. 

--  Plant  a  garden  or  flowers  with  a 

neighbor.  Share  with  neighbors  from 

your  garden  or  flowers. 

--  Invite  neighbors  to  special  meetings 

at  church  or  in  the  community  (V.B.S., 

Sunday   school,    a   picnic,    concert, 

church  "club,"  church  softball/basket- 

ball    league,     your    Adult    Bible 

Fellowship  (Sunday  school  class)  or 

social. 

--  Go  shopping  or  fishing  or  bowling 

with  neighbors.  Plan  to  do  something 

once  a  week  with  a  non-Christian 

neighbor. 

--  Keep  an  "open"  house  (drapes  open, 

"easy  to  drop-in")  where  people  always 

feel  comfortable  to  visit  without  an 

appointment. 

Through  Your  Church  Or  Sunday 
School 

-  Warmly  greet  visitors  with  a  smile, 
firm  handshake,  and  learn  what  you 
can  do  for  follow-up. 

-  If  you  sense  a  visitor  is  not  a  Chris- 
tian, especially  be  sure  he  is  intro- 
duced to  others  in  the  church.  Follow 
up  on  him  for  a  luncheon,  coffee, 
phone  call,  or  visit. 

-  Use  your  Adult  Bible  Fellowship  as 
a  way  to  introduce  non-Christians  to 
friends  of  similar  age,  interest,  and 
hobbies. 

-  Participate  in  church  visitation, 
Evangelism  Explosion,  or  whatever 
program  your  church  offers. 

--  Analyze  and  participate  in  the  best 
"entry  points"  as  to  where  non- 
Christians  enter  your  church.  Usual- 
ly it  is  in  small  webs  of  relationships 
like  ABF's,  Mother's  Clubs,  youth 
groups,  Softball  leagues,  or  wherever 
friendships  are  established. 

-  Invite  visitors  home  with  you  for  a 
Sunday  dinner  or  brunch  at  a 
restaurant. 

-  Be  sure  church  registration  slips  are 
used  to  encourage  visitors  to  be 
welcomed  and  ensure  a  follow-up. 

-  Encourage  your  pastor  and  church 
members  to  have  a  strategy  for 
reaching  your  community  for  Christ 


(concerts,  evangelistic  services,  com- 
munity interest  clubs  such  as  dieter's 
clubs,  jogger's  clubs,  smokers 
anonymous  .  .  .  children  and  youth 
outreach  events,  camps,  picnics,  fami- 
ly retreats,  etc. 

-  During  pauses  in  worship  or  at  the 
invitation,  ask  God  to  speak  to  non- 
Christians  who  visit  your  church. 

-  Make  literature  available  through 
your  church  library,  literature  table, 
etc.  Make  free  Bibles  available  for  in- 
terested people. 

If  you're  not  sure  you  should  share 
your  faith,  consider  this: 

1.  It  is  a  command  that  Jesus  gave  me 
(Matt.  28:18-20). 

2.  It  is  better  to  have  lovingly  tried, 
than  never  to  have  tried  at  all.  My  love 
must  exceed  my  fear  of  what  others 
will  think! 

3.  God  doesn't  want  anyone  to  go  to 
hell;  they  may  not  know  how  to  get  to 
heaven. 

4.  Hell  is  real  and  forever.  People 
without  Christ  are  lost  (John  14:6). 

5.  Jesus  took  initiative  to  seek  and 
save  the  lost  (Luke  19:10  and  John  4). 

6.  Paul  shared  the  gospel  in  the 
marketplace  with  "those  who  hap- 
pened to  be  there"  (Acts  17:17). 

7.  If  I  wait  for  others  to  come  to  me, 
they  may  not  do  it  because  they  don't 
know  there  are  solutions  to  life. 

8.  God  has  not  given  me  a  spirit  of  fear 
(II  Tim.  1:7). 

9.  God  has  promised  power  to  share 
Christ  (Acts  1:8). 

10.  While  some  have  the  "gift"  of 
evangelism,  I  am  to  do  the  "work"  of 
an  evangelist  (II  Tim.  4:5). 

(You  might  want  to  put  this  up  on  a 
mirror  to  remember  this!)  hersld 
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Who  Cares 
About 

APATHY? 


W     iol 


by  ROB  WILKINS 


iolence  is  the  stuff  of 
spotlights.  It  is,  without  a  doubt,  en- 
joying unparalleled  popularity.  Holly- 
wood loves  it.  A  few  bombs,  couple  of 
decapitations,  a  round  of  M-80  fire, 
and  a  smattering  of  torture  can  fix 
even  the  weakest  of  scripts. 

A  reasonable  amount  of  blood,  it 
must  be  admitted,  looks  good  in 
technicolor. 

And  we,  when  we  are  in  the  mood 
for  such  talk  or  in  the  lapse  between 
football  and  basketball  seasons,  sit 
around  over  our  coffees  and  complain. 
We  use  words  like  disgusting, 
frightening,  degrading,  childish  and 
boorish.  We  click  our  tongues  for  good 
measure.  Violence  is  denounced 
violently. 

And  then  we  sit  back,  take  a  sip,  and 
let  our  wicked  hearts  revel  in  the  silent 
truth.  We  love  it. 

It  is  surprising,  then,  that  the  worst 
form  of  violence  is  boring.  It  seldom 
grabs  headlines,  except  for  an  occa- 
sional mention  on  page  B-7,  under- 
neath an  article  about  the  new  hat  col- 
lection of  Princess  Di.  It  is  seldom 
talked  about  -  a  few  words  here  and 
there  by  a  couple  of  Harvard  pro- 
fessors, or,  maybe,  when  it  rains  at  the 
ice  cream  social. 

It  is,  perhaps,  the  single  largest 
cause  of  broken  families,  broken 
hearts,  broken  lives  and  broken 
dreams. 

It  is  the  violence  of  apathy. 

Mention  it,  and,  somewhere  about 
45   seconds   into   the   conversation, 


you'll  get  a  resounding  yawn.  Write  a 
term  paper  about  it,  and  you'll  get  a 
B.  Organize  a  rally  to  fight  it,  and 
you'll  get  a  few  of  burned  out  60's  left- 
overs and  Sunday  School  teachers. 

No  one  cares  about  apathy.  It  is 
Uncle  Joe  --  never  married;  wearing 
wide  ties,  white  socks,  thick  glasses; 
lisping  slightly  during  conversation 
(which  is  seldom)  about  the  benefits 
of  Malto-Meal  or  the  signficance  of  li- 
quid nitrogen  for  soybeans. 

At  night,  he  wields  a  machete. 

As  a  reporter,  I  have  seen  the 
massive  violence  of  apathy:  A  man 
who  ate  popcorn  every  night  for  two 
months  so  his  wife  and  three  children 
wouldn't  starve;  a  teenage  girl  who 
committed  suicide  after  she  found  out 
she  was  pregnant  and  alone;  a  World 
War  II  veteran  who  decomposed  for 
two  weeks  before  he  was  found;  a 
nursing  home  resident  who  talks  in- 
cessantly about  the  cat  she  had  25 
years  ago  .  .  . 

It  used  to  make  me  mad.  I  would 
blame  society,  blame  the  government, 
blame  my  friends,  blame  God,  blame 
the  church,  blame  the  Mafia,  blame 
the  bureaucracy,  blame  the  whole 
cursed  world.  Everyone,  that  is,  except 
myself.  And  that,  really,  is  where  the 
blame  belongs. 

I  have  struggled  with  apathy.  It  has 
been  a  battle,  both  violent  and  weak, 
with  the  Uncle  Joe  in  my  own  heart. 
Just  when  I  think  I  have  him  in  a 
death  lock,  he  goes  limp  and,  like 
Houdini,  escapes. 
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I  console  myself,  of  course,  by  giv- 
ing money  to  the  building  fund  at 
church  and  the  missionary  in  the 
Africa.  Show  me  enough  pictures  of 
starving  children  and  flies,  and  I 
might  give  a  few  dollars.  Sing  me  a 
song  about  loneliness  and  pain,  and 
I'll  work  up  a  few  tears.  Afterall,  I  tell 
myself,  I  really  do  care. 

And  then  I  read  the  Gospels.  I  read 
about  a  man  who  touched  lepers.  I 
read  about  a  man  who  spent  most  of 
his  time  with  the  sick  and  hurting  and 
lonely,  who  wept  at  gravesides  and  on 
top  of  hills  overlooking  humanity.  I 
read  about  a  man  who  prayed: 
"Father  forgive  them,"  as  they  gambl- 
ed for  a  few  blood-soaked  garments  -- 
His  only  remaining  possessions  on 
earth.  In  the  horrid  shadow  of  the 
cross,  I  know  the  fierce  battle  that  is 
before  me. 

And  I  see  a  face.  It  haunts  me.  It  is 
the  face  I  saw  for  only  an  hour  or  so. 
It  is  the  face  of  Pete,  a  teenager  in  New 
York  City.  I  bought  him  a  hamburger 
and  he  showed  me  the  scars  on  his 
hand  and  said,  "That's  why  I  ran  away 
from  home."  He  showed  me  his  bed  - 
the  last  five  seats  in  Gate  37  of  a  bus 
station  in  downtown  Manhatten.  He 
showed  me  the  needle  marks  in  his 
arm:  "It  makes  me  feel  something,"  he 
said.  He  showed  me  the  scars  on  his 
wrists  from  the  police  handcuffs. 

And  then  I  left  and  he  stayed.  On 
the  plane  ride  home,  it  was  twilight 
and  the  city  looked  beautiful.  I 
thought  of  Pete  and  cried.  I  wanted  to 
do  something. 

I  remember  coming  home,  sighing, 
turning  on  the  television  and  watch- 
ing a  movie.  Someone  was  getting 
riddled  with  bullets.  I  clicked  my 
tongue  several  times,  and  fixed  myself 
a  bologna  sandwich  during  the  com- 
mercial break.  After  the  movie  was 
over,  I  prayed  for  Pete. 

"Lord,"  I  prayed,  "give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  share  your  hope  and  truth 
with  someone  who  is  hurting.  Let  me 
love  like  you  love." 

A  few  weeks  later,  I  found  out  that 
my  neighbor's  baby  had  spinal  men- 
ingitis and  had  nearly  died.  That  was 
a  few  months  ago.  I  still  don't  know 
my  neighbor's  name,    herald 


Wilkins  is  the  director  of  information  Ser- 
vices at  Grace  Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the  publications 
and  promotional  materials  of  the  Develop- 
ment Department. 


In  memory  of 
Given  by 

In  memory  of 
Given  by 

In  memory  of: 
Given  by: 

In  memory  of 
Given  by 

In  memory  of 
Given  by 


Iva  Moine  Stemen 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Homer  Miller 

George  M.  Wallace 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  K. 

Wallace 

John  Dilling 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  E. 

Hammers 

John  Dilling 

Alice  Gray 

John  Dilling 

BMY  Contract  Pricing  and 

Finance  Dept. 


In  memory  of:      John  Dilling 

Given  by:     Warsaw  Automotive 
Supply,  Inc. 
In  memory  of:      John  Dilling 

Given  by:     Mr  &  Mrs.  Fred  Crawford 
In  memory  of:      John  Dilling 

Given  by:     Carol  Harley 
In  memory  of:     Russell  D.  Barnard 

Given  by:     Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gordon  W. 
Bracker 
In  memory  of:      Ruby  Hillegass 

Given  by:     Hazel  Lingenfelter 
In  memory  of:      John  Dilling 

Given  by:     Co-workers  at 
Owens-Illinois 
In  memory  of:     Harold  A.  Sansom 

Given  by:     Gary  and  John  Sansom 
Families 
In  memory  of:     Russell  D.  Smith 

Given  by:     Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gordon 
Bracker 
In  memory  of:     Richard  L.  Kessler 

Given  by:     Mrs.  Anita  C.  Kessler 
in  memory  of:     Minnie  Kennedy 

Given  by:     Southeast  District 
In  memory  of:      Vincent  Hollis 

Given  by:     Rev.  &  Mrs.  M.  Lee  Myers 
In  memory  of:     Richard  Sudduth 

Given  by:     Rev.  &  Mrs.  M.  Lee  Myers 
in  memory  of:     Bernice  Balzer 

Given  by:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton 
Skellenger 


Grace  Fairlane 

CAMPGROUND 

Grace  Fairlane  Mobile  Home  Park 
and  Campground  is  located  1/4 
mile  east  of  Grace  College. 


The  campground  is  equipped  with 
a  showerhouse,  hook-ups  and 
playground. 

For  more  information  or  reserva- 
tions, contact: 

Dalton  Kanode,  Park  Manager 
R.R.  8,  Box  180 
Warsaw,  IN  46580 
(219)  269-5980 
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Dave  Kowalke 

Solihull,  England 


focus    of 

the  church  in  Solihull  for  1986  has 
been  encapsulated  in  I  Corinthians 
3:6-9,  centering  on  verse  6:  "I  planted, 
Apollos  watered,  but  God  gave  the  in- 
crease." It  is  easy  to  become  preoc- 
cupied by  many  important  things, 
but  to  the  degree  that  our  eyes  wander 
from  our  priority  of  evangelism,  to 
that  some  degree  we  hobble  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
ministry. 

We,  as  a  local  church,  and  as  the 
missionary  team  in  Europe,  have 
committed  ourselves  to  the  following: 
1)  That  we  renew  our  commitment  to 
God  in  evangelism.  2)  That  we  make 
prayer  our  chief  means  of  winning 
others.  3)  That  we  make  a  continual 
effort  to  redeem  the  time.  4)  That  we 
seek  to  increase  our  effectiveness  in 
contact-making.  5)  That  we  know  how 
to  present  the  gospel  effectively  to 
others.  6)  That  we  provide  the 
necessary  activities  to  follow-up  those 
who  show  interest.  7)  That  we  develop 
the  cell  group  as  the  vital  unit  in  our 
church  planting  efforts. 

Christ  will  build  His  church  .  .  .  but 
will  we  allow  Him  to  use  us? 


Dr.  Gary  Meadors 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


ou  can  lead 
a  sinner  to  the  Living  Water  but  you 
can't  make  him  drink  -  our  job  is  to 
make  him  thirsty. 


What  Is  Evangelism? 


Bill  Flick 

Columbus.OH 


P 


jarticipating  in 
our  church's  Evangelism  Explosion 
training  program  has  enabled  me  to 
become  more  complete  in  sharing  my 
faith  with  others.  It's  also  made  me  ex- 
amine and  study  the  Scriptures  more 
effectively.  While  prayer  was  always  a 
priority,  sharing  my  faith  has  made 
me  aware  of  the  need  for  additional  in- 
tercessary  prayer." 


Al  Reilly 

Lexington,  KY 


i  ersonal  evan- 
gelism is  a  key  in  the  development  of 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church.  Lex- 
ington, KY.  "We  want  to  see  25  people, 
brand  new  converts,  as  a  direct  result 
of  those  going  out  witnessing  for 
Christ,"  says  Pastor  Al  Reilly. 


John  W.  Zielasko 

Winona  Lake,  IN 


hy     are 


not  our  evangelistic  efforts  as  effective 
as  those  of  primitive  Christianity? 
Perhaps  one  of  the  reasons  is  that  we 
have  not  paid  enough  attention  to  the 
nuance  of  words  used  by  New  Testa- 
ment writers  when  speaking  about 
early  Christian  evangelism.  It  is  not 
only  "to  testify"  but  "to  testify 
strenuously"  (Acts  2:40,  8:25),  not 
merely  "to  proclaim"  but  "to  proclaim 
forcefully"  (Acts  4:2,  13:2)  "to  argue," 
(Acts  17:2,  17  and  18:4),  and  "to  con- 
fute powerfully"  (Acts  18:28). 

This  emphasis  led  Michael  Greene 
in  Evangelism  in  the  Early 
Church  to  comment,  "Primitive 
evangelism  was  by  no  means  mere 
proclamation  and  exhortation;  it  in- 
cluded able,  intellectual  argument, 
skillful  study  of  the  Scriptures, 
careful,  closely  reasoned  and  patient 
argument.  It  was,  no  doubt,  because 
of  the  careful  teaching  instruction 
they  were  giving  that  the  authorities 
were  worried  about  this  new  move- 
ment: 'You  have  filled  Jerusalem  with 
your  teaching.'  If  it  had  had  an  inade- 
quate intellectual  basis,  it  would  not 
have  lasted  long  .  .  .  The  apostles 
looked  for  faith  which  was  self  com- 
mitment on  evidence,  not  a  leap  into 
the  dark.  They  were  tied  to  history  by 
the  very  fact  of  incarnation  and  they 
did  not  seek  to  escape  from  it.  The 
gospel  does  indeed  challenge  men  to 
decision  but  not  an  emotional  or  ill- 
considerate  commitment." 

With  a  little  more  preparation  and 
enthusiasm  in  our  evangelistic  efforts, 
perhaps  we  could  fill  the  world  with 
our  teaching. 
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The  Adult  Study  Guide  for  September, 
October  and  November 

BE  ALIVE   is  written  by  Dr. 
Warren  Wiersbe  on  the  first  twelve 
chapters  of  John. 


As  he  studied  and  wrote  this  book,  Dr.  Warren  Wiersbe 
(General  Director  of  "Back  to  the  Bible  Broadcast")  felt 
like  a  man  standing  on  holy  ground.  For  he  realized  all 
the  more  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  the  great  Greek 
scholar  Dr.  AT.  Robertson:  "The  Gospel  of  John  is  the  pro- 
foundest  book  in  the  world." 

In  Be  Alive  Dr.  Wiersbe  presents  the  basic  teachings  of 
the  first  12  chapters  of  John's  Gospel  and  urges  readers 
to  approach  its  truths  with  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
worshipers. 


We'll  Help  You  Build  A  Free  Reference  Library 
With  Your  Sunday  School  Material  Order! 

The  "BE"  series  by  Dr.  Wiersbe  is  a  very  special  group  of  study  materials.  The  BE  ALIVE  study  will  be  one  that 
your  students  will  enjoy  in  their  adult  classes. 

One  of  the  exciting  new  ideas  from  the  Herald  is  the  plan  to  help  each  church  in  the  fellowship  build  an  excellent 
reference  library.  Each  quarter  a  reference  book  of  outstanding  quality  is  selected  and  sent  free  with  the  purchase 
of  your  study  materials. 

This  is  a  continuing  plan  and  will  be  carried  into  the  future.  The  churches  that  purchase  their  materials  from 
the  Herald  will  be  able  to  build  an  outstanding  library  in  just  a  few  years. 

The  plan  is  simple  and  it  covers  the  needs  of  almost  all  of  the  churches  that  purchase  material  from  the  Herald. 
The  first  level  is  purchases  from  $150  to  $300.  They  will  be  able  to  select  a  book  from  the  list  noted  on  their  order  form. 

The  second  level  consists  of  orders  of  $300  or  more.  For  each  $300  order,  the  specially  selected  book  for  that 
quarter  will  be  sent.  (Some  churches  have  received  over  $300  worth  of  books  already.) 

ANY  QUESTIONS? 
CALL  1-800-348-2756,  ASK  FOR  BOBBIE! 

BRETHREN  MISSIONARY  HERALD  CO. 
RO.  BOX  544  WINONA  LAKE,  IN 


BRETHREN  MISSIONARY  HERALD 

RO.  Box  544 
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BIBLE  PUBLISHERS 


One  of  the  most  popular  study  Bibles  to  appear  in  years  is  the  Zondervan  NIV  Study 
Bible. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  this  Bible  is  placement  of  the  study  material  where  you  need 
it  --  not  hidden  away  in  a  remote  section  of  the  Bible.  An  example  is  the  book  of  Acts 
--  on  charts  and  maps  at  the  point  of  study  are  such  items  as  a  map  of  the  area  showing 
where  the  people  were  from  when  they  spoke  on  the  day  of  pentecost,  the  missionary 
journeys,  the  spread  of  the  gospel  and  even  Paul's  life  --  when  he  wrote  each  of  the  books 
--  all  at  the  time  his  conversion,  is  recorded. 

The  NIV  study  Bible  comes  in  number  of  attractive  covers  .  . .  hardcover,  bonded  leather 
and  top-grain  cowhide. 

Hardcover  $33.95 

Bonded  Leather  $54.95 

Top  Grained  Cowhide  $69.95 

(Please  add  $2  per  copy  for  postage  and  handling.) 
The  leathers  are  available  in  black,  burgundy,  and  brown. 

HERALD  BOOKSTORE 
P.O.  Box  544  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


If  you  want  quicker  service  call  toll  free  1-800-348-2756  and  an  invoice  will  be  sent  with 
the  Bible. 
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A 


the  Grace 
Brethren  leadership  meet 
the  first  week  of  this 
month,  the  doctrine  which 
sets  us  apart  will  con- 
tinually be  discussed.  Why 
are  the  Grace  Brethren 
distinctives  so  important? 
Do  they  really  make  a  dif- 
ference in  peoples  lives?  As 
you  read  this  issue  of  the 
Herald,  you  will  see  the  dif- 
ference which  has  been 
made  in  some  lives  ...  all  over  the  world. 

In  our  society  where  freedoms  have  dominated  and  it 
seems  there  are  very  few  pure  standards  left,  our  Lord  is 
truly  a  haven  of  security  and  rest.  As  new  believers  are  in- 
troduced to  Jesus  Christ  through  the  Grace  Brethren 
Churches,  they  see  our  distinctives  as  a  breath  of  fresh  air. 
A  standard  by  which  to  measure  and  live  by.  It  is  always 
easy  to  relax  in  what  we  believe  and  not  realize  the 
significance  of  our  stand.  Fellow  warriors,  guard  yourselves 
from  weakening  in  the  battle.  Step  back  and  review  our 
stand.  Stand  firm  and  press  toward  the  mark. 

The  Editor 


G  B  H  M  C 


Is  church  planting  in 
North  America  vital  to 
spreading  the  Gospel 
around  the  world? 


by  LUKE  E.  KAUFFMAN 


MISSIONS:  Capt 


w 


ith  an  ever-enlarging 
number  within  the  evangelical  com- 
munity, the  value  of  planting  local 
churches  in  America  in  being  ques- 
tioned. "Tb  what  degree  do  we  need 
the  local  church  in  order  to  capture 
both  America  and  the  world  with  the 
gospel?"  is  asked. 

One  cannot  help  but  see  in  the  New 
Testament  the  dominant  role  which 
the  early  church  solely  enjoyed  in 
reaching  her  world  with  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  Not  only  were  all  new  converts 
discipled  in  the  local  church  (Acts 
20:17-32),  but  the  missionaries  were 
sent  from  and  held  accountable  to 
their  local  churches  (Acts  13:1-3; 
14:26-28). 

Often  a  young  Christian  is  asked  to 
choose  between  his  ministry  in  the 
local  church  and  that  of  a  parachurch 
organization.  To  place  a  young  Chris- 
tian into  such  a  predicament  is  like 
asking  a  child  if  he  wishes  to  live  with 
his  family  or  with  his  nursery  school 
staff.  The  nursery  school  serves  as  a 
parahome  organization  and  is  never 
designed  or  equipped  to  compete  with 
the  child's  affection  and  loyalty  to  his 
local  family.  So  it  is  when  the 
parachurch  organization  competes  for 
the  growing  Christian's  fellowship  and 
energy  which  is  rightly  linked  to  the 
local  church.  There  is  only  one 
ministry  which  is  God-designed  to 
minister  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
every  human  being  within  the  family 
of  God,  and  that  is  the  local  church. 

To  plant  local  churches  is  to  obey 
God's  plan  for  discipling  all  believers 
in  Christ.  Not  one  human  being, 
either  by  age  or  by  sexuality,  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  discipling  process 
when  local  churches  are  begun. 
Parachurch  organizations,  by  virtue  of 
their  philosophies,  need  to  exclude 


large  segments  of  the  world  either  by 
gender  or  by  age.  Only  the  local 
church  ministers  to  grandparents  and 
grandchildren  simultaneously.  No 
particular  group  is  targeted  for 
evangelism,  such  as  elementary 
children  versus  college  students,  or 
professional  women  versus  business- 
men. All  are  welcome  to  worship  ser- 
vices of  the  local  church. 

Often  one  hears  too  many  Chris- 
tians boasting  that  they  belong  to  an 
independent  Bible  church.  Just  what 
are  they  saying?  If  they  mean  to  say 
they  as  a  congregation  are  indepen- 
dent of  any  fellowship  or  accountabili- 
ty to  other  Christians  except  to  those 
within  the  attendance  and'or  mem- 
bership of  their  local  church,  the 
thought  is  indeed  frightening! 

Paul  was  constantly  reminding  the 
New  Testament  church  there  was  a 
vastly  larger  community  of  churches 
who  were  interdependent  on  each 
other  for  mutual  fellowship  (Rom. 
16:16:  I  Cor.  16:19;  II  Cor.  13:13;  Gal. 
I  1 

When  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  are  planted, 
communities  are 
exposed  to  the  Bible, 
the  whole  Bible,  and 
nothing  but  the  Bible. 

1:2).  lb  isolate  a  local  church  from 
fellowship  and  accountability  with 
other  churches  is  to  sow  the  seeds  of 
cultic  or  provincial  Christianity. 
Through  sharing,  both  in  world  mis- 
sions and  in  church  policy,  we  grow 
in  Christian  charity  and  mutual 
respect  as  congregations.  These  con- 
gregations care  for  one  another  by  vir- 
tue of  their  affiliations  with  each 
other!!  Yes,  it  does  seem  incongruous 
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when  church  planters  propose  to 
establish  independent  congregations 
which  are  taught  to  avoid  affiliation 
with  other  of  like  faith  and  passion. 
Every  Christian  and  every  local 
church  needs  to  reach  out  and  touch 
one  another!  In  so  doing,  the  gospel's 
safety  net  is  better  placed  around  the 
world. 

When  one  is  in  theological  unity 
with  another  church  or  group  of 
churches,  it  is  only  right  for  that 
church  to  reproduce  their  world  vision 
by  planting  like-minded  churches.  So 
it  is  with  those  churches  who  identify 
with  the  twelve  paragraphs  outlined 
as  the  Grace  Brethren  Statement  of 
Faith.  These  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  who  have  theological 
fellowship  on  the  Christian  basics  in 
turn  want  to  capture  their  world  with 
the  gospel  of  Christ.  As  a  result,  no  re- 
quirement is  placed  on  the  newest  of 
believers  other  than  to  be  taught  the 
Scriptures  as  briefly  outlined  in  the 
Grace  Brethren  Statement  of  Faith. 

One  must  readily  admit  that  a 
Statement  of  Faith,  whether  it  be 
Grace  Brethren  or  a  different  doctrinal 
outline,  is  a  simple  tool  for  Christian 
fellowship.  Without  a  stated  theolog- 
ical outline,  Christians  cannot  com- 
municate between  themselves  or  to 
their  world.  By  recognizing  one 
another  theologically,  Christians 
enhance  their  options  for  mutual 
fellowship,  which  automatically 
spawns   church   growth.    When   we 


The  name  'Grace 
Brethren'  may  be 
debated  and  even 
altered,  but  our 
message  is  the  un- 
changeable Word  of  God. 


agree  to  agree  on  what  our  basic 
Christian  doctrines  for  fellowship  are, 
we  celebrate  a  common  experience. 
This  creates  meaningful  and  endur- 
ing fellowship.  Without  this  type  of 
doctrinal  association,  rightly  called 
our  common  experience,  we  are 
sterilized  and  handicapped  in 
developing  a  church  planting  strategy. 
Evangelistic  enthusiasm  automatical- 
ly springs  out  of  theological  unity 
within  a  group  such  as  the  Fellowship 
of  Grace  Brethren  Churches.  The  fact 
that  we,  the  FGBC,  refer  to  ourselves 
as  a  "fellowship",  means  we  are  at- 
testing to  our  common  experience 
and  convictions  in  Biblical  truth. 
These  convictions  are  succinctly  ex- 
pressed in  a  common  Statement  of 
Faith. 

When  Grace  Brethren  Churches  are 
planted,  communities  are  exposed  to 
the  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and 
nothing  but  the  Bible.  The  distinctive 
most  common  to  all  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  is  rightly  focused  on  the 
phrase,  "the  whole  Bible".  One  may 
preach  nothing  but  the  Bible,  yet  may 
be  guilty  of  not  preaching  the  whole 
Bible.  By  establishing  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  we  systematically 
disciple  Christians  in  the  whole  Bible. 
We  are  not  to  preach  just  the  parts  of 
the  Bible  which  receive  majority  ac- 
claim in  the  evangelical  community. 
Instead,  we  must  be  committed  to 
preach  all  that  is  popular  with  God! 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  that  they  not  only  declare 
the  authority  of  Scriptures,  but  they 
also  stand  firmly  on  the  biblicity  of 
the  Christian  ordinances.  In  so  doing, 
Grace  Brethren  position  themselves 
on  the  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and 
nothing  but  the  Bible. 

The  name  "Grace  Brethren"  may  be 
debated  and  even  altered,  but  our 
message  is  the  unchangeable  Word  of 


God.  To  admit  to  this,  Grace  Brethren 
are  neither  proud  nor  arrogant.  It  is 
the  confession  of  our  faith  in  the 
Christ  of  the  Scriptures.  It  is  a  witness 
of  our  faith  in  the  Christ  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. Our  faith  bears  witness  as  it 
obeys  the  Great  Commission  by  plan- 
ting Grace  Brethren  Churches.  Each 
time  another  Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregation is  formed  in  a  community 
we  accurately  fulfill  the  words,  "Go  ye 
therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 
Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you: 
and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  un- 
to the  end  of  the  world.  Amen"  (Mat- 
thew 28:19,20). 


Luke  Kauffman's  church 
planting  experience  began 
at  the  age  of  12  when  his 
family  assisted  in  founding 
a  Grace  Brethren  Church  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania.  That 
experience  molded  his 
world  vision  and  he  has 
continued  to  be  involved  in 
the  development  of  Grace  Brethren  Chur- 
ches around  the  nation.  As  a  pastor,  his  in- 
itial church  planting  experience  was  at 
Beaverton,  Oregon  followed  by  a  call  to  be 
the  first  pastor  at  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  in  Myerstown,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  has  now  ministered  for  17  years.  In  the 
last  15  years,  he  has  served  as  chairman  of 
the  Northern  Atlantic  District  Mission 
Board.  He  has  served  four  terms  as  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions 
Council  and  has  guided  the  organization  as 
its  president  since  1982.  He  and  his  wife. 
Sandy,  have  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
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ou  folks  are  really  dif- 
ferent, aren't  you?" 

"We've  never  seen  it  done  that  way 
before." 

These  are  familiar  phrases  to  a 
Home  Missions  pastor  who  is  working 
in  an  area  where  there  has  never  been 
a  Grace  Brethren  ministry. 

Yes.  Brethren,  we  are  different.  We 
are  distinctively  different,  and  I 
believe,  refreshingly  different.  The  far- 
ther 1  go  down  the  Brethren  road,  the 
more  I  see  our  distinctives  are  not  con- 
fined to  Trine  Immersion  or  Threefold 
Communion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
distinctives  permeate  our  Statement 
of  Faith. 

My  wife,  Carolyne,  and  I  left  a  rural 
church  in  Indiana  in  December,  1984 
to  pastor  the  Home  Missions  work  in 
Brunswick,  Maine.  We  soon  dis- 
covered the  cultures  differed  greatly. 
Indiana  was  conservative  in  politics, 
religions  and  education,  while  we 
found  Maine  to  be  exactly  the  opposite 
in  the  same  areas.  The  church  in  In- 
diana had  roots;  Brunswick  had  just 
sprouted.  Indiana  had  a  historic  Grace 
Brethren  Heritage:  Brunswick  had 
never  heard  of  the  Grace  Brethren. 

We  had  sensed  God  directing  us  to 
the  ministry  in  Maine.  The  prospects 
of  being  a  part  of  this  new  Grace 
Brethren  Church  were  exciting.  A 
door  was  opening,  and  we  felt  com- 
pelled to  enter.  New  England  was  in 
the  process  of  changing  from  a  "fron- 
tier" to  a  "territory"  and,  in  God's 
good  time,  would  be  "admitted  to  the 
Union"  as  a  District. 

All  of  this  boils  down  to  people  be- 
ing added  in  to  God's  family  in  Maine 
and  New  England.  That  is  why  we 
moved  to  Maine  to  be  a  part  of  God's 
harvest  team  there. 

Our  neighboring  farmers  in  Indiana 
liked  their  John  Deere  combines  for 
harvesting  corn  and  wheat.  So  it  is  I 
like  my  Grace  Brethren  implements 
for  reaping  God's  spiritual  harvest, 
whether  it  be  in  New  England  or  the 
Midwest.  We  have  a  greatly  depen- 
dable implement  in  our  Statement  of 
Faith.  I'm  sold  on  the  product.  It  keeps 
on  working  and  has  yet  to  breakdown. 

As  the  Constitution   has  been  a 
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great  force  of  unity  for  the  United 
States  government  for  nearly  200 
years,  the  Grace  Brethren  Statement 
of  Faith  has  been  a  vital  link  that  has 
united  us  in  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches.  In  Maine,  many 
fundamentalists  seem  to  vie  for  the 
titles  of  "most  antagonistic"  and 
"most  regimented."  It  has  been  good 

I  ~1 

I  believe  the  emphasis 
on  a  balanced  Christian 
life  is  the  greatest 
distinctive  in  our 
Fellowship. 

to  be  able  to  point  to  the  Statements 
Article  Number  Eight,  "The  Christian 
Life"    and   see   an    emphasis   on   a 
balance  struck  between  "separation 
unto  God  from  the  evil  ways  of  the 
world"  and  "exhibiting  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit."  The  article  reads: 
CHRISTIAN      LIFE:      a      life      of 
righteousness,    good    works,    and 
separation  unto  God  form  the  evil 
ways   of  the   world    (Rom.    12:1-2) 
manifested  by  speaking  the  truth 
(James  5:12),  maintaining  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  home  (Eph.  5:22-6:4),  set- 
tling differences  between  Christians 
in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God 
(I  Cor.  6:1-8),  not  engaging  in  carnal 
strife  but  showing  a  Christ-like  at- 
titude   toward    all    men     (Rom. 
12:17-21),  exhibiting  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  (Gal.  5:22-23),  and  maintaining 
a  life  of  prayer  (Eph.  6:18;  Phil.  4:6), 
including  the  privilege,  when  sick,  of 
calling  forthe  elders  of  the  church  to 
pray  and  to  anoint  with  oil  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13-18). 
Here   is  one  of  our  greatest  dif- 
ferences, I  believe,  and  it  is  too  often 
omitted  as  being  distinctive.  I  am  in 
Maine  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  to  pre- 
sent a  healthy,  balanced  approach  to 
the  Christian  life  as  the  normal  Chris- 
tian lifestyle;  a  lifestyle  that  not  only 
abstains  from  all  appearances  of  evil 
on  the  outside,  but  also  a  lifestyle  that 
manifests   a   transformation   of  the 
inner  man. 

We  teach  a  Christianity  that  con- 
trols the  way  we  think,  the  way  we 


talk,  the  way  we  respond  to  people, 
and  the  way  we  relate  to  the  world. 
Our  love  of  God  and  our  love  of  one 
another  is  to  be  a  constant  trademark. 

Many  in  Maine  are  "abstaining  from 
the  appearance  of  evil"  but  that's 
about  as  far  as  it  goes.  God  wants  us 
balanced,  not  just  baptized.  He  wants 
us  growing  in  grace,  not  groaning 
under  law. 

I  believe  emphasis  on  a  balanced 
Christian  life  is  the  great  distinctive 
in  our  Fellowship  for  me.  The  three- 
fold communion  is  special  to  me  and 
the  Brunswick  Grace  Brethren  are 
also  growing  to  appreciate  it's  beauty 
and  significance. 

It  is  a  joy  to  baptize  people  in  triune 
immersion  and  I  want  to  introduce 
many  Mainers  to  this  symbolic  ex- 
perience as  they  trust  Christ. 

But  most  of  all  I  long  to  see  Distinc- 
tive Eight  integrated  into  the  lives  of 
the  Brunswick  folk.  I  John  3:7-10 
saays  it  really  doesn't  matter  what  we 
say  we  believe  about  the  other  eleven 
areas  of  doctrine  if  we  are  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  principle  outlines  in  Ar- 
ticle Eight. 

In  other  words,  it  matters  little  what 
one  thinks  of  the  inerrancy  of  Scrip- 
ture or  the  Deity  of  Christ  if  one  hates 
his  brother.  Someone  has  well  said, 
"We  only  truly  believe  that  which 
motivates  us." 

In  preaching  the  Gospel  to  Mainers 
and  others,  it  is  important  to  practice 
good  works.  The  Deity  of  Christ 
must  be  taught  as  well  as  the  denial 
of  self  in  order  to  follow  Christ  fully. 


The  fellowship  of  a  local  church 
should  be  promoted  as  well  as  the 
warmth  of  family  fellowship  around 
the  breakfast  table. 

Our  desire  at  the  Brunswick  Grace 
Brethren  Church  is  to  see  the  Word  of 
God  lived  daily  by  the  Mainers: 
whether  in  the  lobster  boat,  in  the 
shipyard,  in  the  office,  or  in  the 
neighborhood.  THAT  is  Article  Eight. 

Faith  that  works!  My  commitment 
is  to  authentic  Christian  living  in 
Brunswick,  Maine  and  to  a  church 
that  works  together  for  the  building 
up  of  a  sister  church.  How  good  to  be 
working  on  a  building  that  will  endure 
forever.  Nothing  else  is  really  worth  it. 


Darrel  Taylor  accepted 
Christ  as  a  teenager  at  a 
camp  meeting  in  the  woods 
of  northwest  Florida.  After 
graduating  from  Auburn 
University  in  1971  with  a 
degree  in  Civil  Engineering, 
he  served  with  the  U.S.  Navy 
Civil  Engineer  Corps. 
He  received  a  M.Div.  degree  from  Grace 
Theological  Seminary  in  1981  and  pastored 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church.  Sidney.  Indiana 
from  June.  1982  to  December.  1984.  when 
he  moved  to  Brunswick.  Maine  as  the  first 
pastor  of  the  Down  East  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  He  and  his  wife.  Carolyne.  have 
two  sons. 
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iecognizing  the  need  to 
evangelize  North  America,  officials  at 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions  have 
announced  a  five-year  program 
designed  to  increase  church  planting 
efforts  throughout  the  United  States. 

In  announcing  the  "America  Now!" 
campaign,  Dr.  Robert  Thompson 
stressed  the  importance  of  reaching 
America  for  Christ.  "In  the  next  few 
years,  our  own  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  expects  to  send  25  mis- 
sionaries around  the  world,"  he  said, 
"in  addition  to  the  150  who  are 
already  serving  in  eleven  countries.  As 
it  is,  mission  budgets  in  local  chur- 
ches are  stretched  to  the  limit.  Many 
people  give  sacrificially  so  others  can 
follow  the  Great  Commission.  With 
the  burgeoning  interest  in  foreign 
missions,  who  will  support  the  new 
recruits?" 

Thompson  also  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  supporting  other  Grace 
Brethren  Ministries  -  Grace  Schools, 
GBC  Christian  Education,  Grace 
Brethren  Men  and  Boys,  and  others. 
"If  we  don't  support  them,  who  will?" 

But  paramount  in  the  effort  to  reach 
America  with  the  Gospel  is  the  com- 
mand of  Christ  to  go  into  all  the  world 
with  the  Good  News.  "We  call 
ourselves  a  Christian  country, 
founded  on  Biblical  principles  and 
rooted  in  Godly  ethics,"  he  said.  "But 
as  time  has  carried  us  further  away 
from  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  the  more  it  seems  we 
have  moved  from  the  ideals  which  our 
founding  fathers  deemed  best  for  us 
as  a  nation.  Divorce  and  drug  abuse 


are  terms  once  only  associated  with 
skid  row,  but  now  they  have  quietly 
crept  into  nearly  every  family  in 
American  society." 

Thompson  noted  the  country  is 
receptive  to  the  development  of 
sound,  Bible  teaching  churches.  "The 
liberties  we  enjoy  allow  us  to  move 
freely  into  an  area  and  begin  a 
church,"  he  commented.  "There  are 
no  government  restrictions  to  church 
planting." 

He  feels  the  general  atmosphere  of 
the  nation  is  more  conservative, 
reflecting  the  leadership  of  a  president 
who  professes  to  be  a  Christian.  Com- 
bine with  this  the  increasing  credibili- 
ty of  the  evangelical  movement  and 
one  finds  a  favorable  climate  for  plan- 
ting Grace  Brethren  churches. 

Church  planting  is  God's  plan  for 
evangelizing  the  world.  Parachurch 
organizations  and  the  electronic 
church  may  reach  people  for  Christ, 
but  most  individuals  are  nurtured 
and  encouraged  in  a  local  congrega- 
tion, according  to  Thompson.  The 
work  of  the  local  church  has  far 
lasting  value. 

"America  Now!"  calls  for  the  follow- 
ing over  the  next  five  years:  100  men 
to  pioneer  new  churches,  a  doubling 
of  Home  Missions  offerings,  100  new 
Grace  Brethren  Churches  developed, 
and  increased  prayer  support  for  the 
ministries  of  Grace  Brethren  Home 
Missions. 

"Never  in  the  history  of  America  has 
our  country  been  so  ripe  for  the 
Gospel,"  Thompson  concluded. 
"Through  the  America  Now!  cam- 
paign Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions 
hopes  to  further  encourage  church 
planting  in  the  United  States." 
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Year  1  (1986-87)  -- 
Changing  The  Heartbeat 

1.  See  15  men  pioneering  new 
churches. 

2.  Raise  $1,265,000  in  offerings  for 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions. 

3.  See  15  new  churches  added  to  the 
statistical  report  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches.  Be  per- 
sonally involved  in  10  of  these. 

4.  Rally  people  to  pray  for  America. 


Year  2  (1987-1988)  -- 

1.  See  20  men  pioneering  new 
churches.  (This  would  bring  the  total 
new  men  involved  in  church  planting 
to  35.) 

2.  Raise  $1,450,000  in  offerings  for 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions.  (This 
represents  a  15  percent  increase  over 
Year  1.) 

3.  See  20  new  churches  added  to  the 
statistical  report  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches.  Be  per- 
sonally involved  in  15  of  these.  (This 
would  bring  the  total  new  churches  in 
the  FGBC  to  35.) 

4.  Rally  people  to  pray  for  America. 


Year  3  (1988-1989)  -- 

1.  See  20  men  pioneering  new 
churches.  (This  would  bring  the  total 
new  men  involved  in  church  planting 
in  our  Fellowship  to  55.) 

2.  Raise  $1,675,000  in  offerings  for 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions.  (This 
represents  a  15  percent  increase  over 
Year  2.) 

3.  See  20  new  churches  added  to  the 
statistical  report  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches.  Be  per- 
sonally involved  in  20  of  these.  (This 
brings  the  total  number  of  new 
churches  in  the  FGBC  to  55.) 

4.  Rally  people  to  pray  for  America. 


Year  4  (1989-1990)   - 

1.  See  20  men  pioneering  new 
churches.  (This  brings  the  total 
number  of  new  men  in  church  plant- 
ing ministries  to  75.) 

2.  Raise  $1,925,000  in  offerings  for 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions.  (This 
represents  a  15  percent  in  increase 
over  Year  3.) 

3.  See  20  new  churches  added  to  the 
statistical  report  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches.  Be  per- 
sonally involved  in  25  of  these.  (This 
would  bring  the  total  new  churches  in 
the  FGBC  to  75.) 

4.  Rally  people  to  pray  for  America. 


Year  5  (1990-1991)   - 

1.  See  25  men  pioneering  new 
churches.  (This  brings  the  total  of  new 
men  in  church  planting  ministries  in 
the  last  five  years  to  100.) 

2.  Raise  $2,200,000  in  offerings  for 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions.  (This 
represents  a  15  percent  increase  over 
Year  4  and  is  double  the  amount  of  of- 
ferings in  Year  1.) 

3.  See  25  new  churches  added  to  the 
statistical  report  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches.  Be  per- 
sonally involved  in  30  of  these.  (This 
brings  the  total  number  of  new 
churches  in  the  Fellowship  over  the 
last  five  years  to  100.) 

4.  Rally  people  to  pray  for  America. 
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Cooperation  &Distinctives 

A  New  Grace  Brethren  Church 


A 


When  it  comes  to 
church  planting,  the 
Grace  Brethren 
distinctives  do  make  a 
difference. 


i  s  the  mortgage  rates  began  to 
fall,  I  thought  it  time  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  better  terms  and  refinance 
our  home.  The  typical  amount  of 
paperwork  came  along  with  the  pro- 
cess. One  questionnaire  requested  in- 
formation about  occupation  and 
length  of  employment.  A  strange  sen- 
sation came  over  me  as  I  carefully 
wrote  "church  planter"  and  "26 
years."  Although  I  have  been  in  several 
different  locations,  I  have  been 
associated  with  the  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions  Council  for  that  many 
years. 

There  is  a  difference  between  a  per- 
son who  has  devoted  his  life  to  plant- 
ing churches  and  one  who  has  re- 
mained in  the  same  ministry  for  a 
number  of  years.  This  was  driven 
home  to  me  in  1979,  when  I  was 
called  to  pastor  the  Penn  Valley  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  Telford,  Penn- 
sylvania. It  had  a  building,  an 
organization,  and  even  a  study  with 
shelves  for  my  books!  After  pastoring 
Home  Mission  works  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania  and  St.  Petersburg, 
Florida,  it  was  a  situation  I  had  always 
worked  for,  but  never  achieved. 

By  the  spring  of  1983,  the  longing 
to  be  in  a  church  planting  ministry 
was  again  surfacing.  I  felt  like  an  In- 
dian scout  living  in  The  Ritz.  As  God 
called  us  to  Melbourne,  Florida  to 
work  with  a  developing  congregation, 
we  went  from  the  security  of  an 
established  church  to  a  ministry 
without  a  building,  a  study,  and  even 
a  secretary.  Many  of  the  little 
amenities  which  make  doing  the 
Lord's  work  a  little  easier  and  more  ef- 
ficient were  gone.  Yet  I  find  that  the 


by  WILLIAM  F.  TWEEDDALE 


contrast  between  a  Home  Missions 
church  and  an  established  ministry  is 
not  one  of  being  easier  or  harder,  but 
rather  there  are  several  aspects  of 
beginning  a  brand  new  church. 

A  church  planter  needs  coopera- 
tion. In  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches,  there  are  three 
organizations  poised  to  help  a  brand 
new  group  become  a  church:  the 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions  Coun- 
cil; the  District  Mission  Board;  and  the 
local  congregation.  Theoretically,  a 
third  of  the  support  is  picked  up  by 
each  group,  allowing  the  church  to 
begin  efficiently.  The  Council  not  on- 
ly gives  the  church  financial  support, 
but  trains  the  pastor  as  well. 

The  District  Mission  Board  expects 
accountability  and  because  of  its  loca- 
tion, is  better  able  to  monitor  the  pro- 
gress of  the  church. 

A  church  planter  needs  assurance 
that  once  the  work  is  started,  it  will 
remain  true.  God's  call  to  plant  chur- 
ches came  early  in  my  life.  I  listened 
with  great  attentiveness  to  the 
speaker  at  my  college  commence- 
ment who  shared  the  joys  of  starting 
a  "daughter  church."  He  belonged  to 
a  liberal  denomination  and  regretted 
that  when  a  church  was  started  by  his 
congregation,  he  could  not  use  the 
denominational  facilities  in  the  plan- 
ting effort.  He  was  also  fearful  that 
once  the  church  was  started,  it  would 
fall  into  apostasy.  When  a  group  of 
churches,  believing  that  God  speaks 
only  through  His  word,  work  har- 
moniously, it  gives  stability  to  the 
whole  process. 
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The  need  for  future  pastors  to  lead 
developing  churches  demands  a  com- 
mon doctrinal  base  for  church  plan- 
ting. Randy  Weekly  returned  home 
from  the  Vietnam  conflict  a  disillu- 
sioned young  man.  Through  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida,  he  and  his  wife, 
Jeanie,  came  to  know  Christ.  With  an 
unquenchable  thirst  for  the  Word  of 
God,  he  attended  Clearwater  Chris- 
tian College  and  assisted  in  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  Grace  Brethren  Church 
at  Port  Richey,  Florida.  He  completed 
his  education  at  Grace  Theological 
Seminary,  returned  to  the  St. 
Petersburg  church  as  pastor,  and  is  in 
the  process  of  being  ordained.  Har- 
monious, Biblical  methodology  is 
essential  in  preserving  young  men  for 
the  great  ministry  of  preaching  the 
Gospel. 


The  Grace  Brethren 
distinctives  provide  a 
foundation  in  preserving 
the  work  of  Home 
Missions. 

Church  planting  needs  three  essen- 
tial elements:  1)  cooperation,  2) 
faithfulness  to  the  Lord,  and  3)  an 
ongoing  purpose  that  challenges  men 
into  the  ministry. 

The  Grace  Brethren  distinctives 
provide  a  foundation  in  preserving  the 
work  of  Home  Missions.  They  provide 
the  framework  of  beginning  a  new 
work. 

Two  practical  aspects  surface  in  the 
relationship  that  exists  between  the 
distinctives,  particularly  trine  immer- 
sion and  three-fold  communion,  and 
church  planting.  The  first  is  that  we 
have  a  divinely  appointed  object 
lesson  which  shows  the  believer's  rela- 
tionship to  the  Triune  God,  and  the 
oneness  of  our  death,  burial,  and 
resurrection  experience  with  the  risen 
Lord  Jesus.  Secondly,  it  provides  an 
opportunity  for  people  to  be  part  of 
our  churches,  and  to  enjoy  the 
messages  and  the  ministry. 

The  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  inaugural  rite  into  the  invisible 
body  of  Christ.  Water  baptism  in- 
augurates us  into  the  local  assembly 


(Acts  2:41-44).  By  following  the  exam- 
ple the  Fellowship  believes  is  set  in 
Scripture,  the  framework  is  con- 
structed and  church  planting  efforts 
can  "go  on  .  .  .  not  laying  again  the 
foundation."  (Hebrews  6:1,2)  We  move 
forward  with  a  true  spiritual  unity  to 
claim  the  world  for  Christ. 

The  love  feast,  or  three-fold  commu- 
nion, becomes  the  crucible  to  weld  us 
together  as  a  body.  Christ  is  central  in 
every  aspect.  Through  the  bread  and 
the  cup.  He  is  the  center  of  salvation. 
Our  need  of  taking  the  Word  of  God 
to  others  and  living  it  out  is  visible  in 
the  foot  washing  service.  We  see 
Christ  in  His  glorification  through  the 
feast  of  charity. 

These  lessons  set  the  tilt  of  the  rud- 
der and  the  sail  which  take  a  brand 
new  church  into  the  harbor  of  safety. 
They  provide  the  mooring  which  is 
important  in  every  aspect  of  church 
planting,  ho^ld 


William  Tlveeddale  is  com- 
mitted to  being  involved  in 
planting  at  least  20 
churches  in  his  lifetime.  In 
addition  to  Home  Mission 
pastorates  at  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania:  St.  Peters- 
burg. Florida;  and  Mel- 
bourne. Florida  (his  cur- 
rent church),  he  has  ministered  at  the  Penn 
Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Telford.  Penn- 
sylvania and  been  involved  in  encouraging 
the  development  other  churches.  He  and  his 
wife.  Carol,  have  two  daughters  and  a  son. 
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BLACK 
OR 

WHITE, 
Biblical  Stand 
Is  The  Same 


What's  a  nice  Black 
boy  like  you  doing  in 
a  predominantly 
White  denomination? 


it 
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by  ERNEST  USHER 


baptize  you  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  in  the  name  of  the  Son, 
in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  With 
these  words,  three  dips,  and  prayer, 
Pastor  David  Plaster  baptized  my  wife, 
LaVon  and  me.  As  we  slowly  emerged 
from  the  water,  I  realized  how  ap- 
propriate this  baptism  really  was.  As 
we  emerged  from  the  pool  that  Sun- 
day in  Warsaw,  Indiana,  LaVon  and  I 
were  embarking  on  a  new  life.  We 
were  Grace  Brethren! 

Many  times  since  that  momentous 
moment,  I  have  been  asked  why  I 
chose  to  become  Grace  Brethren. 
Once  again,  that  question  confronts 
me  in  its  many  shades.  Why  did  I 
leave  a  sound,  fundamental,  indepen- 
dent Baptist  group  to  join  a  fellowship 
that,  for  all  practical  purposes,  had  no 
Black  congregations  and  scarcely  any 
Black  members?  Why  did  I  leave  the 
group  which  had  nurtured  and  fed  me 
for  more  than  ten  years?  If  I  had  to 
leave,  why  didn't  I  become  indepen- 
dent? Countless  times  I  asked  myself 
the  same  questions. 

As  I  examined  the  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches,  I  found  it 
to  be  attractive.  Its  stand  on  the  Word 
of  God,  its  schools  were  teaching 
young  men  and  women  within  the 
framework  of  the  principles  of  Scrip- 
ture, its  organizational  structure  were 
all  alluring. 

As  an  outsider,  I  was  attracted  to  an 
organization  where  the  churches  had 
a  voice  in  the  control  of  the  schools, 
mission  boards,  etc.  I  had  long  ad- 
vocated the  concept  that  para-church 
organizations  should  be  accountable 
to  the  local  churches  beyond  their 
financial  dependency.  It  is  one  thing, 
however,  to  believe  this  philosophy 
and  quite  another  to  establish  its  prac- 
tice. The  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  has  accomplished  this.  It  is 
an  achievement  which  is  even  more 
astonishing  because  it  has  been  ac- 
complished without  some  of  the  other 
problems  commonly  found  in  the  ma- 
jor denominations. 

However,  I  must  confess,  that 
although  I  found  all  of  these  things  at- 
tractive, they  were  very  much  secon- 


dary in  my  decision  to  become  Grace 
Brethren.  The  most  enticing  aspect  of 
the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  is  the  prominent  stand  in 
regard  to  communion. 

The  distinctives  of  feet  washing  and 
the  Lord's  Supper  were  a  lure  that  I 
could  not  escape.  The  Holy  Spirit, 
through  my  studies,  convinced  me 
that  these  were  ordinances.  I  bore  this 
conviction  for  two  years  with  no  plans 
of  joining  the  Grace  Brethren  fellow- 
ship. My  basic  goal  during  this  time 
was  to  remain  with  another  denom- 
ination and  practice  these  acts  as  or- 
dinances. If  this  was  not  possible,  I 
planned  to  become  independent. 

Understandably  during  this  time,  I 
was  interested  in  observing  a  Grace 
Brethren  communion  service.  At  the 
urging  of  Dr.  William  Male,  Dean  of 
the  Seminary,  I  observed  a  Sunday 
evening  communion  service  at  War- 
saw Community  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  The  meaningful  beauty  of 
this  service  was  the  major  factor  in 
overcoming  my  defenses  of  becoming 
Grace  Brethren.  It  was  at  this  point 
that  the  Brethren's  stand  on  the  Word 
and  other  distinctives  convinced  me 
that  becoming  independent  was  not 
the  answer.  Instead,  I  chose  to  become 
Grace  Brethren. 

Years  later,  I  still  find  the  grandeur 
of  this  service  to  be  a  convincing  argu- 
ment. I  am  convinced  that  we  Grace 
Brethren  have  strong.  Biblical  support 
for  these  distinctives  and  should  not 
apologize  any  form  for  the  service.  We 
must  stop  seeing  them  as  hindrances 
to  people  joining  our  Fellowship  and 
instead  begin  to  appreciate  their  sym- 
bolic beauty. 


Atlanta  native  Ernest  Usher 
is  planting  a  Grace  Brethren 
Church  in  his  hometown.  A 
graduate  of  Carver  Bible  Col- 
lege and  Institute,  he  earn- 
ed a  Th.M.  in  Theology  from 
Grace  Theological  Seminary 
in  1983.  He  and  his  wife. 
LaVon.  have  two  daughters. 
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Invest  in  the  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 

1401  Kings  Highway 

Winona  Lake.  IN  46590 


For  more  information.  Call  collect  (219)  267-5161 


B  M  H 


Distinctives! 

Can  You 

Tell  One 

From 

Another 
? 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


I 


certainly  hope  you  have  the  abili- 
ty to  distinguish  --  it  is  a  very  impor- 
tant and  necessary  part  of  life.  If  you 
cannot  distinguish  red  from  green, 
you  are  a  very  dangerous  person  to 
have  on  the  highway.  I  would  not  want 
to  meet  you  at  an  intersection  of  a 
busy  street.  If  you  have  not  made  the 
distinction  in  different  forms  of 
animal  life,  you  could  also  be  in  trou- 
ble. Better  learn  the  difference  bet- 
ween a  black  and  white  cat,  and  a  cat 
wearing  a  black  coat  with  a  white 
stripe.  There  is  a  big  difference! 

Webster  defines  distinct  as:  not 
alike,  different,  not  the  same,  separate, 
individual,  well-defined,  and  un- 
mistakable. To  have  distinction  is  an 
attribute  with  a  difference  which  is 
clearly  identifiable.  A  very  young 
child  can  take  a  book  of  different 
animals  and  with  a  measure  of  pro- 
mpting be  able  to  identify  them.  A 
zebra  has  stripes,  an  elephant  is  big, 
a  giraffe  has  a  very  long  neck,  and  a 
kangaroo  --  well,  he  is  different.  So- 
meone has  once  described  an  ele- 
phant as  an  animal  that  was  put 
together  by  a  committee.  That  is 
definitely  distinctive! 

So  to  be  distinct  is  not  necessarily 
a  problem,  unless  you  are  embar- 
rassed by  what  you  are.  A  zebra  who 
does  not  want  to  be  a  zebra  certainly 
must  find  a  way  to  get  rid  of  its  stripes. 
The  poor  giraffe  to  be  someone  else 
would  need  a  great  deal  of  surgery  in 
a  vital  area.  You  see  that  which  is  their 
distinctive  is  what  makes  them  what 
they  are  -  distinct,  and  without  it  they 
are  really  something  else. 

Yes,  but  what  about  religious 
distinctives  and  how  do  they  fit  into 
our  lives.  In  our  Christian  experience, 
what  we  believe  should  make  us  what 
we  are.  If  we  believe  something  that 
others  do  not  believe,  then  we  become 
distinctive  with  a  belief  that  is  dif- 
ferent from  others. 

How  deeply  we  are  committed  to 
our  beliefs  will  determine  how  effec- 
tively we  will  pursue  them.  We  believe 
Christ  died  for  us  and  we  by  faith  com- 
mitted our  lives  to  Him.  We  believe  in 
the  Bible  and  thus  we  will  read  it  and 
follow  it.  We  believe  in  missions  so  we 


take  a  portion  of  our  funds  to  see  that 
the  Gospel  is  spread  to  others.  We 
believe  Christ  is  the  only  Savior,  so  we 
tell  our  friends  of  His  love.  All  of  these 
facts  may  be  distinctives  because 
other  people  may  not  believe  them  as 
being  important. 

Points  beyond  this  set  of  beliefs  also 
set  people  off  as  distinct.  We  are 
Brethren  and  we  have  some  distinc- 
tives that  may  identify  us  as  part  of 
the  Christian  community.  This  does 
not  make  us  any  better  than  other 
Christians,  but  these  beliefs  are  part 
of  what  we  believe  the  Word  of  God 
teaches.  Thus  we  follow  them  as 
Brethren,  not  forcing  the  distinctives 
on  others,  but,  nevertheless,  believing 
and  teaching  them  as  part  of  our 
understanding  of  what  the  Bible 
teaches.  They  are  the  beliefs  that  iden- 
tify us. 

What  are  some  of  the  distinctives  of 
our  beliefs?  The  two  most  obvious 
ones  deal  with  baptism  which  we 
believe  to  be  immersion  by  a  threefold 
action.  The  other  deals  with  the  com- 
munion service  and  its  separate  parts 
of  the  love  feast,  the  foot-washing  ser- 
vice, and  the  bread  and  cup.  These 
acts  we  follow  because  we  believe  the 
Bible  teaches  them  and  asks  us  to 
obey.  They  become  our  distinctives, 
along  with  our  basic  set  of  beliefs  of 
God  and  the  Scriptures.  They  are  the 
beliefs  that  identify  us  as  Grace 
Brethren. 

If  our  beliefs  are  different  from  our 
identity,  then  there  is  a  real  problem. 
Even  we  become  a  little  confused  as 
to  who  we  are.  It  is  easy  to  say  "I  am 
a  Christian"  and  that  counts  for  the 
most  important  thing  in  life.  However, 
there  are  millions  and  millions  of  peo- 
ple who  call  themselves  Christians 
(some,  perhaps,  in  name  only).  It 
helps  to  give  a  little  identity,  and  in  my 
case  I  am  glad  to  be  a  Christian  and 
identified  with  the  Grace  Brethren. 


Charles  Turner  is  publisher  of  the  Herald 
magazine  and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Company  in 
Winona  Lake.  IN. 
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CALLED  TO  DIE  by  Steve  Estes 

The  story  of  American  linguist  Chet  Bitterman,  slain  by  terrorists.  This  book  is  the  authorized  biography 
and  the  whole  story  of  Chet's  kidnapping,  his  seven  weeks  in  the  hands  of  Colombian  terrorists,  and  the 
final  —  and  futile  —  negotiations  for  his  life  are  set  down  in  dramatic  sequence. 

LORD  OF  MY  ROCKING  BOAT  by  Carole  Mayhall. 

During  a  stormy  period  in  her  life,  the  author  sought  not  only  strength  but  growth  in  her  relationship  with 
God.  In  Lord  of  My  Rocking  Boat,  she  shares  what  she  learned  about  the  waves  of  life  that  frequently 
toss  us  about  and  carry  us  off  course  —  waves  created  by  people,  priorities,  pain,  death  of  loved  ones, 
and  psychological  prisons. 

FIRST  WE  HAVE  COFFEE  by  Margaret  Jensen. 

An  entertaining  treasury  of  faith  building  stories  filled  with  romance,  mystery,  tragedy  and  comedy  from 
the  life  of  an  immigrant  family.  These  true-life  stories  will  enrich  your  faith  and  renew  your  hope. 


ORDER  FORM  FOR  WMC  BOOKS 
Send  to:  Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Co.   •  P.  O.  Box  544  •  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590 


Please  include  your  check  or  money  order  and  BMH  pays  postage  charges. 

Please  send  me  the  following: 

□  CALLED  TO  DIE  by  Steve  Estes.  $6.95  regular  retail. 

□  LORD  OF  MY  ROCKING  BOAT  by  Carole  Mayhall,  $3.50  regular  retail. 

□  FIRST  WE  HAVE  COFFEE  by  Margaret  Jensen,  $6.95  regular  retail 

□  Purchase  all  three  WMC  books  for  the  special  price  of  $14.50  ($17.40  regular  retail 


For  other  WMC  literature  remember  to  use  the  WMC  order  blank  and  send  it  to  the  WMC  literature  secretary. 


Operation 

Barnabas 

Becomes  A 

Teenager! 


Thirteen  years  of 

teaching  young  people 

how  to  live  for  Christ. 


A 


by  BRAD  SKILES 


ny  Operation  Barnabas 
alumnus  has  a  good  story  to  tell.  Like 
the  time  the  trailer  the  van  was  tow- 
ing passed  the  van.  Or  how  the  team 
found  ways  to  minister  and  serve 
others  while  waiting  for  their  bus  to 
be  repaired. 

"One  of  my  funniest  memories," 
says  Ed  Lewis,  executive  director  of 
GBC  Christian  Education  and  veteran 
OB  leader,  "happened  in  1979  on  In- 
terstate 5  between  Los  Angeles  and 
Bakersfield,  California.  A  major  acci- 
dent stopped  traffic  for  three  hours 
and  after  sitting  around  on  the  pave- 
ment for  a  while  we  decided  to  put  on 
a  program.  We  did  our  puppet  pro- 
gram in  the  median,  mingled  with 
people,  shared  our  faith  and  eventual- 
ly broke  out  the  sports  equipment  and 
started  passing  the  football  and 
Frisbee  with  people  stranded  with  us. 

"Finally  traffic  began  to  move. 
While  I  was  collecting  the  athletic 
equipment,  our  van  and  trailer  re- 
mained stationary  and  created  a  pro- 
blem. One  of  our  team  members 
thought  I  was  on  the  bus  and  hopped 
in  the  van  and  started  driving  with  the 
flow  of  the  traffic.  So  I'm  standing  in 
the  middle  of  the  highway  yelling, 
"Stop!  Stop!"  and  they  don't  hear  me. 
Then  I'm  running.  And  the  van  is 
gaining  speed! 

"The  back  door  of  the  trailer  is  open 
and  several  guys  are  in  the  trailer 
reaching  out  for  my  hand  and  yelling, 
"Run  faster,  Ed!  Run  faster!"  I  was 
dying! 


"Finally  I  couldn't  run  any  more 
and  I  got  a  ride  with  a  car  in  the  next 
lane.  When  we  caught  up  with  the  van 
I  rolled  down  the  window  and  very 
calmly  said,  "Hi,  Troy." 

In  addition  to  the  funny  memories, 
others  are  about  lives  being  changed. 
Like  the  guy  who  began  the  six-week 
summer  ministry  very  cocky  and 
went  from  bad  to  worse  when 
confronted  with  his  attitudes. 
"Throughout  the  summer,"  says  OB 
leader  Kent  Denlinger,  "we  stayed 
with  him  and  told  him  we  didn't  like 
what  we  saw  and  wanted  him  to 
change,  yet  whether  he  did  or  not  we 
wanted  him  to  know  we  loved  him. 

"Gradually  over  the  summer,  as 
leaders  and  team  members  had  input 
into  his  life,  we  saw  a  real  softness 
develop  in  his  life  and  a  bent  toward 
God.  He  was  willing  to  say  at  the  end 
of  our  summer  he  had  been  wrong 
and  wanted  to  see  some  changes  in 
his  life.  That  was  a  big  accomplish- 
ment in  our  six  weeks  together." 

For  the  last  thirteen  years,  Grace 
Brethren  churches  have  found  these 
teams  of  young  people  living  up  to 
their  name:  "sons  and  daughters  of 
encouragement."  Arriving  at  a  church 
for  a  few  day  during  the  summer,  the 
team  of  30  high  school  youth  will 
paint,  scrape,  rake,  mow,  hoe,  dust, 
wash,  sweep,  vacuum  or  whatever  else 
needs  to  be  done  around  the  church. 
And  when  they  are  not  doing  manual 
work,  they  are  reaching  out  to 
children  in  a  park,  sharing  Christ 
door-to-door,  visiting  a  shut-in  or 
ministering  through  a  service  in  the 
church. 
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To  those  on  the  receiving  end, 
Operation  Barnabas  seems  to  be 
focused  on  teaching  young  people 
how  to  minister.  Actually,  that's  the 
outgrowth  of  a  bigger  objective. 

"Eighty  percent  of  our  OB 
ministry,"  says  Denlinger,  "is  to  the 
team  members.  We  want  to  give  them 
a  taste  of  something  different  than 
what  they  already  know  about  Chris- 
tianity. We  want  them  to  experience 
a  fresh  relationship  with  Christ." 

The  strategy  used  by  Barnabas 
leaders  in  teaching  young  people  how 
to  walk  with  Christ  is  the  same  used 
by  the  Master  Teacher.  For  six  intense 
weeks,  they  eat,  sleep,  play  and 
minister  together.  And  in  the  course 
of  life,  leaders  and  youth  rub 
shoulders  and  like  iron  sharpen  each 
other. 

To  facilitate  growth,  each  of  the  six 
adult  leaders  per  team  are  assigned 
five  or  six  students  to  meet  with 
throughout  the  summer  ministry. 
Once  a  week  the  small  group  of  guys 
or  girls  meet  for  Bible  study,  prayer 
and  sharing.  Then  during  free  time, 
while  traveling  between  churches  or 
working  side-by-side,  the  leader 
spends  time  individually  with 
members  of  his  or  her  group. 

"You  really  start  to  see  the  student's 
heart  in  different  ways,"  says  Sue  Rike, 
veteran  OB  leader.  "You  learn  where 
he  or  she  is  coming  from  and  whether 
he's  ministering  and  walking  with 
God  in  order  to  please  a  leader  or 
because  he  desires  that  in  his  heart." 

It's  hard  to  fake  the  Christian  life  24 
hours  per  day  for  42  days.  Somewhere 
during  the  six  weeks,  attitudes, 
habits,  feelings  and  problems  surface 
in  the  young  person's  life. 


"The  whole  experience  of  Barnabas 
is  like  putting  the  kids  in  a  crisis  situa- 
tion," says  Denlinger.  "Having  to 
minister  when  you  don't  feel  like  it  or 
handling  another  team  member 
whose  personality  rubs  against  yours, 
puts  all  of  us  to  the  test. 

"Generally,  the  way  they  handle 
those  situations  is  the  way  they  are 
going  to  handle  life  in  other  areas.  If 
we  can  take  advantage  of  seeing  their 
responses  and  jump  in  there,  we  can 
help  them  spot  strengths  and 
weaknesses  in  their  life  and  guide 
them  in  becoming  more  Christ-like." 

The  foundation  for  this  kind  of  in- 
teraction and  confrontation  is  a  strong 
relationship. 

"That's  the  best  thing  that  hap- 
pens," says  Rike.  "Relationships  are 
built  between  leaders  and  students 
and  are  deep  enough  that  we  can  tell 
them  hard  things." 

"At  the  end  of  the  summer,  we  sit 
down  with  each  person  and  work 
through  an  evaluation.  We  talk  about 
what  they  have  gained,  what  they  see 
as  their  strengths  and  what  was  hard 
for  them.  We  give  them  input  as  to 
what  they  can  work  on  when  they 
return  home  and  encourage  them  to 
find  someone  in  their  church  to  help 
them  grow  spiritually." 

It's  during  one-on-one  times  with 
their  leader  or  in  the  small  group  set- 
ting where  team  members  often  share 
of  a  dating  relationship  not  honoring 
to  God,  struggles  eroding  their 
spiritual  life,  or  broken  relationships 
needing  to  be  healed. 

Determining  to  go  home  after  Bar- 
nabas and  confront  and  correct  pro- 
blems in  life  is  a  tough  decision  to 
make.       Continued  on  page  34 
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by  ROB  WILKINS 


Realistic 
Vision 


D 


r.  John  Davis  is  a  realist. 

As  such,  he  acknowledges  that  his 
new  job  as  president  of  Grace  Schools 
will  be,  at  times,  rather  unpleasant. 
Even  downright  inconvenient.  The 
negatives  of  the  job  are  many.  The 
demands  of  time;  the  threat  of  losing 
your  personality  to  a  job  description: 
the  inevitability  of  criticism;  almost 
endless  travel;  the  enormous  burden 
of  financial  integrity;  the  strain  of 
disciplinary  actions;  the  danger  of 
sacrificing  personal  priorities  .  .  .  Dr. 
Davis  could  go  and  on. 

"You  (the  president)  are  a  lightning 
rod  for  all  kinds  of  unpleasant  static," 
Dr.  Davis  says. 

Dr.  John  Davis  is  a  visionary. 

In  that  light,  the  negative  dim. 

"You  never  evaluate  decisions  in  life 
based  only  on  the  inconveniences," 
Dr.  Davis  says.  "Why  would  anyone 
want  to  play  football  considering  the 
battery  they  are  going  to  take  on  the 
field?  The  answer  to  that  is  the 
sweetness  of  victory  and  the  joy  of  ac- 
complishment. The  presidency  is  ex- 
citing for  me  for  the  challenges  that 
it  provides  and  the  opportunities, 
spiritually  speaking,  for  the  sheer 
thrill  of  victory." 


And  Dr.  Davis  wants  everyone  to 
know  that  he  is  fully  expecting  vic- 
tory. His  vision  for  Grace  Schools  is 
immense. 

"I  think  the  potential  impact  of 
Grace  Schools  is  absolutely  stagger- 
ing," Dr.  Davis  says.  "It  is  enormous." 

An  impact,  he  believes,  that  could 
drastically  effect  the  Grace  Brethren 
fellowship,  the  evangelical  communi- 
ty, and  -  just  in  case  he  might  have 
forgot  someone  -  the  world. 

"As  long  as  men  are  lost,"  Dr.  Davis 
says,  "as  long  as  our  society  struggles 
for  a  reason  for  existence,  then  we 
have  a  role  to  play.  That  role  is  not  a 
small  one." 

He's  not  kidding,  either.  Dr.  John 
Davis  is  not  a  fast-talking  man  selling 
snake  oil  from  the  back  of  a  '69  sta- 
tion wagon.  Vision  that  lies  in  the 
boundaries  of  reality  is  essential. 

"If  you  don't  have  a  vision,"  Dr. 
Davis  says,  "then  you  don't  have  a 
sense  of  direction.  You  lack  motivation 
for  your  goals.  You  can't  live  off  your 
past  or  be  looking  over  your  shoulder 
all  the  time." 

Dr.  Davis  believes  that  one  of  his 
most  important  jobs  as  president  will 
be  articulating  a  vision  for  the 
schools. 

"We  need  to  bring  into  focus  what 
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it  is  we  really  are  as  a  community,"  Dr. 
Davis  says.  "People  will  not  support 
you  either  by  sending  you  students  or 
money  until  they  understand  where 
it  is  you  are  headed  and  what  kind  of 
organization  you  really  are.  When  I 
talk  about  vision,  I  am  talking  about 
the  essence  of  our  identity." 

A  vision,  Dr.  Davis  says,  must  first 
be  founded  on  the  Word  of  God. 

"The  number  one  asset  of  Grace 
Schools  is  its  identifiable  commit- 
ment to  the  value  of  Scripture,"  Dr. 
Davis  says.  "Everything  has  always 
been  centered  around  the  inspiration, 
the  inerrancy,  the  impact  and  the 
power  of  Scripture.  That  is  its  strong 
point.  That  is  what  has  given  Grace 
a  sense  of  stability  and  continuity." 

And  the  Word  of  God  must  always 
be  life-changing. 

"Our  purpose  for  existence  is  not  to 
employ  intellectuals,"  Dr.  Davis  says. 
"It  is  not  to  maintain  an  attractive 
social  center.  Our  principal  goal  is  to 
influence,  impact  and  change  in- 
dividuals through  an  educational  pro- 
cess that  includes  spiritual,  intellec- 
tual and  social  dimensions." 

The  educational  process,  essential- 
ly, involves  people  impacting  people. 

"Too  frequently  people  talk  about 
the  educational  process  in  abstract 
terms,"  Dr.  Davis  says.  "I  don't  think 
education  begins  to  take  place  until 
there  is  a  people  orientation.  At  the 
heart  of  the  educational  process  are 
people.  At  Grace  Schools,  it  is  vitally 
important  at  every  level  for  there  to  be 
a  people  commitment." 

Even  at  the  level  of  presidency. 

"I  do  not  perceive  my  job  as  presi- 
dent as  being  a  champion  on  a  white 
horse  who  rides  alone,"  Dr.  Davis  says. 
"I  approach  this  deeply  committed  to 
a  team  effort. 

"As  president,  you  must  never  allow 
yourself  to  become  secluded.  When 
you  work  in  concert  with  others  and 
your  life  is  interwoven  with  the  lives 
of  others,  I  think  that  is  the  best 
preventive  for  pride  and  arrogancy." 

In  an  effort  to  increase  the  team  ap- 
proach. Dr.  Davis  plans  to  revamp  the 
administrative  structure. 

"In  the  past,  a  good  number  of  deci- 
sions all  emerged  from  the  top,"  Dr. 
Davis  says.  "The  president  was  very 


much  involved  in  virtually  daily  ad- 
ministrative affairs.  I  would  like  to 
restructure  administrative  functions 
to  make  people  more  responsible  to 
the  communities  they  serve." 

Dr.  Davis  also  plans  to  encourage  a 
"family"  atmosphere  among  staff  and 
faculty  members.  This  would  include 
more  "personal  contact"  and  also  a 
closer  working  relationship  between 
the  college  and  seminary. 

"People  respond  to  friendships  far 
more  energetically  than  they  respond 
to  raw  authority,"  Dr.  Davis  says.  "I 
would  like  for  people  to  work  with 
each  other  on  a  very  personal  basis." 

But  all  of  this  doesn't  mean  that  Dr. 
John  Davis  intends  to  be  passive.  He 
has  no  plans  of  leaving  his  personali- 
ty behind.  And  Dr.  Davis  is  creative, 
confident,  energetic  and  aggressive. 
He  has  some  ideas  of  his  own  and 
plans  to  implement  them. 

"I'm  under  no  illusion  that  some  of 
my  proposals  will  probably  be  quite 
unpopular,"  Dr.  Davis  says.  "The 
natural  tendency  of  man  is  away  from 
spirituality.  There  is  a  temptation  to 
be  so  deeply  committed  to  acceptabili- 
ty that  you  surrender  worthwhile  and 
meaningful  leadership  or  the  integri- 
ty of  the  institution. 


"The  number  one  asset 
of  Grace  Schools  is  its 
identifiable  commitment 
to  the  value  of  Scrip- 
ture." 

"The  president  has  to  determine 
what  is  most  important  for  the  institu- 
tion at  a  given  point.  If  it  is  the 
spiritual  vitality  and  life  of  the  school 
that  is  at  stake,  he  can't  wait  for 
popular  opinion  to  catch  up.  Occa- 
sionally, the  president  is  going  to  have 
to  make  some  pretty  hard  and 
thunderous  statements  and  say,  'this 
is  the  way  it  must  be.'" 

Dr.  Davis  believes  the  success  of  the 
schools  must  be  centered  on  integri- 
ty: "The  schools  that  are  going  to  gasp 
and  struggle  are  the  schools  that  are 
marketing  mediocrity." 

Integrity  involves  both  spirituality 
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and  competency.  And  Dr.  Davis  has  a 
warning  for  those  who  forget  that  fact. 

"Individuals  who  take  their  com- 
mitment to  Grace  for  granted  and 
become  superficial  in  their  spiritual 
life  or  in  their  relationships  with 
students  will  probably  be  invited  to 
consider  a  change  to  another  institu- 
tion." 

Professionalism  -  on  all  levels  - 
must  be  maintained,  Dr.  Davis  says. 

"In  an  eduational  institution,  you 
cannot  allow  spirituality  to  be  a 
substitute  for  professional  competen- 
cy," Dr.  Davis  says.  "Students  are  com- 
ing here  for  a  dual  impact.  On  the  one 
hand,  they  want  professional  ex- 
cellence and  they  deserve  that.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  want  that  process  to 
involve  spiritual  realities  and  that  in- 
volves spiritual  maturity  in  their  pro- 
fessors. That  is  a  difficult  and  delicate 
balance,  but  if  we  are  going  to  survive 
as  a  legitimate  Christian  liberal  arts 
institution,  we  must  have  it." 

In  order  to  guarantee  both  profes- 
sional competency  and  spiritual 
maturity,  Dr.  Davis  plans  to  imple- 
ment "a  rigorous  evaluative  process" 
where  faculty  members  will  be  held 
accountable  to  the  deans  of  the 
schools. 

Dr.  Davis  says  he  is  not  afraid  of 
change.  In  fact,  he  guarantees  there 
will  be  some. 

"It's  difficult  to  predict  right  now 
what  the  changes  will  be,"  Dr.  Davis 
says.  "Obviously,  there  will  be 
changes  in  style  of  leadership.  I  plan 
to  bring  a  lot  of  energy  to  the  office  of 
president;  hopefully,  it  will  be  creative 
energy.  There  will  be  new  ideas  and 
new  approaches,  but  only  as  a  way  of 
promoting  the  traditional  com- 
mitments of  the  schools." 

Dr.  Davis  plans  to  make  his 
presidency  more  visible  to  the  public. 
He  will  continue  several  of  his  current 
ministries  -  writing,  lecturing,  con- 
ducting fishing  clinics,  and  so  on.  He 
also  will  be  traveling  a  great  deal  as 
president. 

High  visibility  is  important  for 
several  reasons,  Davis  says.  "First  of 
all,  just  the  display  of  energy  is  impor- 
tant." As  president.  Dr.  Davis  will  be 
actively  involved  in  fund  raising  and 
student   recruitment:    "We   have   to 


make  people  aware  of  what  is  going  on 
at  Grace  Schools." 

Davis  also  plans  to  change  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  seminary  and 
college:  "We  need  to  make  the  schools 
more  compatible  with  each  other." 

Among  the  practical  methods  of  do- 
ing so  include:  eliminating  duplica- 
tion between  non-academic  functions 
(such  as  recruitment),  coordinating 
schedules,  allowing  opportunities  for 
faculty  interchange,  and  creating 
more  situations  for  social  interaction. 

Currently,  Dr.  Davis  is  "closely  ex- 
amining" administrative,  faculty  and 
staff  structures  to  determine  what 
changes  need  to  be  made. 

"Personnel  changes  will  be  under- 
taken only  with  the  greatest  of  care," 
Dr.  Davis  says.  "I  don't  believe  in 
premature  surgery  or  radical  change 
for  the  sake  of  change.  But  I'm  going 
to  devote  a  lot  of  time  this  year  to  do 
a  very  careful  study  of  personnel  to 
find  out  where  our  greatest  needs  are. 
It  may  well  entail  some  future 
changes.  We  want  to  have  the  key  peo- 
ple in  proper  places." 

Dr.  Davis  is  currently  meeting  with 
staff  and  faculty  at  the  schools  in 
preparation  for  his  presidency,  which 
officially  begins  Sept.  1.  He  knows 
that  the  job  will  be  a  tough  one.  He 


knows  that  the  average  length  of  time 
in  office  for  college  presidents  is  about 
five  years. 

I  don't  expect  it  to  be  an  easy  job," 
Dr.  Davis  says  realistically. 

But,  Dr.  Davis  quickly  adds,  he  does 
expect  it  to  be  a  productive  one. 

"I  am  firmly  convinced  that  some  of 
the  best  years  at  Grace  are  still  ahead 
of  us,"  Dr.  Davis  says.  "I  think  that  we 
have  not  yet  begun  to  really  exploit 
the  potential  of  the  schools."  „emn 


Wilkins  is  the  Director  of  Information  Ser- 
vices at  Grace  Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the  publications 
and  promotional  materials  of  the  Develop- 
ment Department. 
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God  Cares 

And  So  Does 

Mom 


by  ROBENA  PANNEBAKER 


H 


ris  loving  eyes  watch  every 
move  we  make  from  the  moment  of 
birth  till  the  call  to  come  home. 

With  love  she  observes  the  progress 
occuring  in  each  area  of  our  lives  -- 
our  first  giggle  and  smile,  first  tooth, 
first  scream  of  glee,  and  our  first  cry 
of  pain  because  of  knees  scraped  from 
crawling. 

He  molds  our  hearts  as  we  learn 
about  life  and  receive  teaching  from 
the  many  people  around  us. 

Her  desire  is  to  instill  Christian 
principles  in  our  hearts  and  lives.  Day 
after  day  she  reads  Bible  stories  and 
prays  with  us  that  God  will  bring  our 
hearts  to  trust  Him  at  an  early  age. 

His  hand  of  control  is  ever  so  near 
as  we  learn  from  trial-and-error  events 
that  take  place  in  our  lives. 

She  lets  us  gradually  make  deci- 
sions and  take  on  responsibilities,  but 
her  arms  are  open  wide  when  failure 
or  disappointments  come. 

He  wants  only  the  best  for  us  and 
tells  us  so  in  His  Word. 

Her  wisdom  of  when  to  let  go  shows 
her  own  strength  in  God,  but  it's  the 
time  on  her  knees  in  prayer  for  us  that 
truly  shows  she  wants  what's  best. 

God  cares  and  so  does  Mom.  That's 
why  she's  here  --  to  teach  us  through 
her  love  and  the  love  of  God. 
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r  ere's  an  idea  for  a  theme  for 
a  WMC  District  Rally.  The  North- 
eastern Ohio  District  WMC  presented 
this  special  program  several  years  ago 
at  its  summer  gathering.  Instead  of 
having  a  special  speaker,  the  program 
featured  the  WMC  ladies  and  SMM 
girls  of  the  district.  Written  by  Frances 
Beichler,  "The  Gift  of  Music"  provided 
an  entertaining,  though  provoking, 
and  unifying  evening  for  everybody. 
Let  this  idea  spark  more  ideas  in  your 
mind! 

"The  Gift  of  Music" 
The  sound  of  a  Mother's  lullaby 

above  the  cradle  heard  -- 
The  sound  of  tinkling  bells, 

of  the  singing  of  a  bird. 

The  sound  of  trees  swaying 
in  the  brisk  wind  of  spring  -- 

The  sound  of  instruments  praising, 
making  all  of  heaven  ring. 

My  world  is  alive  with  music 
and  the  beauty  it  doth  bring. 

My  grateful  heart  rejoices; 
I  worship  when  I  sing. 

How  empty  my  life  would  be, 
if  no  music  I  could  hear  -- 

How  empty  the  lives  of  others, 
of  whom  I  love  so  dear. 

My  life  is  filled  with  music 

and  I  only  want  to  share, 
The  beauty  of  God's  gift  to  us, 

with  people  everywhere. 
--  Frances  Beichler 


The  program  following  consisting  of 
brief  bits  of  poetry  to  go  with  each  sec- 
tion and  some  type  of  special  music. 
This  is  the  outline  the  NEO  District 
followed: 

Opening    Song    --    "He    Keeps    Me 
Singing" 

Scene  1  --  Mother  and  Baby  ("Praise 
Lullaby") 

Scene  2  -  Two  Young  Girls  ("I  Wonder 
How  It  Felt?") 

Scene  3  -  Little  Sisters  SMM  ("Jesus 
Loves  Me"  and  "I  Have  Decided") 
Scene  4  -  Primary  aged  Girls  ("What 
Kind    of   Music    Does    a    Rainbow 
Make?") 

Scene  5  -  Amigas  SMM  ("The  Joy  of 
the  Lord  is  My  Strength") 
Scene   6   -   Lumiere   SMM    ("Cross 
Medley") 

Scene  7  -  Charts  SMM  ("The  Part  You 
Wrote  for  Me") 

Scene  8  -  Graduation  ("The  Lily  of 
the  Valley") 

Scene  9  -  Bride  ("A  Wedding  Song") 
Scene  10  --  Mother  and  Young 
Daughters  ("Alphabet  Song") 
Scene  11  -  Mother  and  Teenaged 
Daughter  ("I  Am  a  Servant") 
Scene  12  -  Grandma  ("Finally 
Home") 


OFFERING 

WMC  Operation 
and  Publication 
Fund 


Goal:  $10,000 

Deadline: 

Send  before  September  10,  1986 

June,  July,  and  August  are  the 
months  for  our  Operation  and 
Publication  offering.  This  offering 
allows  each  lady  to  help  pay  WMC 
bills.  Even  though  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  WMC  building  or  head- 
quarters, operating  procedures  con- 
tinue in  private  homes.  No  salaries 
are  paid,  but  programs  cost  money, 
paper  costs  money,  our  publications 
cost  money,  mailing  costs  money, 
and  travel  costs  money.  Plus,  last 
year  was  one  with  added  expenses 
relative  to  national  conference  being 
in  Colorado.  Please  give  generously 
to  this  offering.  It's  the  lifeblood  of 
WMC. 
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PASSING  THE 

TORCH 


by  WENDELL  KENT 


After  serving  as  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions' General  Director 
for  twenty  years,  Rev. 
Jack  Zielasko  will  be 
entering  a  new  phase 
of  ministry. 


G 


race  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions will  welcome  a  new  Executive 
Director  in  August.  Since  1966,  Rev. 
John  W.  Zielasko  has  very  capably 
directed  the  work  of  the  Society.  It  has 
been  my  great  privilege  to  work  with 
him  for  the  past  four  years  and  to 
count  him  as  one  of  my  closest 
friends.  1  asked  Jack  some  questions 
the  other  day  about  his  work.  Our  con- 
versation went  like  this  -- 
Wendell: 

Jack,  we're  thinking  about  your  tran- 
sition to  another  form  of  ministry  and 
you're  looking  back  over  20  years  in 
this  office.  All  of  us  here  have  mixed 
feelings  as  we  think  about  that.  I 
wonder  if  you'd  care  to  describe  your 
thoughts  and  maybe  your  greatest 
satisfactions  as  you  look  back  over 
your  20  years  in  this  office. 
Jack: 

Well,  I  guess  the  greatest  satisfaction 
is  the  growth  in  the  number  of 
churches  planted  in  the  overseas 
ministry  -  from  a  total  of  about  300 
in  1966  to  over  650  today.  And  those 
600  churches  represent  a  baptized 
membership  of  over  125,000 
members.  That  means  that  Grace 
Brethren  missionaries  are  fulfilling 
the  purpose  for  the  existence  of  the 
Foreign  Missionary  Society.  Another 


satisfaction  has  been  to  see  the  way 
that  the  Grace  Brethren  Fellowship 
responds  to  her  missionaries'  needs. 
Fund  raising  hs  not  been  easy,  but  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  hs  provided 
for  the  basic  needs  of  the  missionary 
team.  Offerings  have  climbed  from 
less  than  a  half  million  in  1965  to  over 
two  and  a  half  million  in  1985. 
Wendell: 

That  brings  to  mind  a  question  that 
people  sometimes  ask.  There  are  lots 
of  mission  societies  in  operation  today 
and  many  of  them  make  appeals  to 
Grace  Brethren  people  all  the  time, 
either  through  the  mail  or  by  visits  to 
our  churches.  Why  do  we  feel  the 
necessity  of  a  Grace  Brethren  Mis- 
sionary Society?  What  its  special 
strengths? 
Jack: 

Well,  from  my  point  of  view,  a 
denominational  society  organized 
such  as  we  are  has  a  great  many  ad- 
vantages. But.  before  listing  them,  I 
must  explain  that  GBFMS  is  not  really 
a  denominational  society  in  the  strict 
sense  of  that  term.  It  is  a  separate  cor- 
poration enjoying  an  affiliation,  a  con- 
viction, theological  position,  and  a 
commitment  with  the  NFGBC.  This  is 
a  strength.  Since  the  society  is  a 
church  planting  society,  our  affiliation 
makes  the  task  easier.  All  mis- 
sionaries have  the  same  theological 
position.  There  is  no  question  about 
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how  to  baptize  or  hold  communion,  or 
at  least  there  shouldn't  be.  And  real- 
ly, all  societies  engaged  in  missions, 
even  the  independent  societies, 
become  denominations  if  they  plant 
any  churches  overseas  with  a  com- 
mon statement  of  faith. 
Wendell: 

That  makes  me  think  of  another  ques- 
tion. You  mentioned  church  planting, 
and  that  is  the  type  of  mission  we  are. 
Why  has  that  become  our  main  func- 
tion? Aren't  there  other  kinds  of  mis- 
sionary work  being  done? 
Jack: 

I  don't  believe  that  a  mission  can  real- 
ly say  it's  fulfilling  the  Great  Commis- 
sion unless  it  leads  to  the  planting  of 
the  church.  We're  following  the  Great 
Commission  as  closely  as  we  know 
how. 

Wendell: 

Well,  you're  now  65.  A  lot  of  people 
think    of   heading    for    Arizona    or 
Florida  about  that  time.  Are  you  plan- 
ning something  like  that? 
Jack: 

At  the  end  of  September,  my  wife  and 
I  plan  to  return  to  Brazil  for  a  year 
while  the  field  superintendent  is  on 
furlough.  Then  we  hope  to  put 
together  a  team  to  begin  a  church 
planting  venture  in  Portugal. 
Wendell: 

That  sounds  pretty  exciting!  I  know 
that  you  and  Jean  have  always  worked 
as  a  team.  We  here  at  the  Winona 
Lake  office  have  learned  to  love  Jean's 
ministry  among  us,  along  with  yours. 
I  wonder  how  she  feels  about  this 
change  in  your  future. 
Jack: 

She  thinks  it's  great!  She  already  has 
two  footlockers  and  is  getting  ready  to 
go.  She's  excited  about  going. 
Wendell: 

We've  noticed  around  the  office  here 
that  suddenly  you've  started  wearing 
headphones.  Have  you  suddenly 
developed  an  interest  in  rock  music? 
Jack: 

No,  my  Portuguese  is  a  little  rusty. 
During  the  years,  we  haven't  kept  up 
with  the  language  as  much  as  I  wish 
we  had,  and,  therefore,  I'm  listening 
to  tapes  to  get  my  ear  in  tune  with  the 


Portuguese  language  again.  I  think  we 
can  carry  on  a  conversation,  but  when 
you  don't  use  a  language  for  awhile, 
it  takes  a  little  bit  before  you  can  get 
your  tongue  in  the  proper  position. 
You  feel  at  first  as  though  your  mouth 
is  full  of  cotton  as  you  speak.  So,  it's 
just  going  to  take  a  little  practice  to 
feel  comfortable  in  speaking  again. 
Wendell: 

What  do  you  think  you  will  miss  most 
when  you  leave  the  rectangular  office 
of  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions? 

Jack: 

The  life  of  a  mission  director  is  never 
dull.  Every  day  there  is  some  new  pro- 
blem or  some  new  challenge  to  deal 
with.  That,  along  with  the  planning 
for  progress  and  helping  fields  fulfill 
their  goals,  I'll  miss.  I'll  miss  the  close 
interaction  with  missionaries  on  all 
fields,  and  I'll  miss  the  support  of  a 
capable  home  staff. 
Wendell: 

Well,  as  you  think  about  the  transition 
and  new  leadership  stepping  into  your 
office  and  so  on,  what  would  you  say 
are  your  greatest  concerns  about  the 
future  of  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions until  the  Lord  returns? 
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Jack: 

I  have  no  concerns  about  the  new 
leadership.  I  think  the  Board  made  a 
wise  choice.  But  right  at  the  moment, 
my  greatest  concerns  are  financial. 
The  steady  stream  of  young  people  in- 
terested in  serving  the  Lord  as  mis- 
sionaries is  challenging  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church  to  the  point  where 
only  sacrificial  giving  will  meet  the 
needs.  Is  the  Fellowship  willing  to 
make  the  financial  sacrifices 
necessary  for  this  opportunity?  Se- 
cond has  to  do  with  loyalty.  The  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
is  totally  dependent  upon  Grace 
Brethren  people.  Without  the  support 
of  the  Brethren,  we  have  nowhere  to 
turn.  Thus,  if  loyalty  and  commit- 
ment to  Grace  Brethren  Churches  and 
organizations  is  eroded,  the  mission 
program  will  suffer.  I  am  concerned 
because  loyalty  doesn't  seem  to  be  a 
precious  commodity  among  us  as  it 
once  was. 
Wendell: 

We  often  hear  the  comment  that  we*ve 
been  in  operation  for  86  years  and 
we've  been  on  some  fields  for  quite  a 
long  period  of  time.  Perhaps  the  job  is 
finished,  if  not  everywhere,  at  least  in 
some  areas.  Would  you  care  to  com- 
ment on  that  criticism? 
Jack: 

Some  jobs  in  missions  may  be 
finished  and  there  may  be  some 
places  where  missionaries  are  no 
longer  needed  and  should  move  on. 
But,  the  job  of  evangelism  and  church 
planting  is  far  from  finished.  The  ap- 
petite for  missionaries  in  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions  has  not 
been  satisfied  by  any  stretch  of  the  im- 
agination. I  pray  that  we  will  not  get 
bogged  down  in  church  development 
but  constantly  keep  pushing  into  the 
unevangelized  segments  of  society. 
Wendell: 

What  would  you  give  as  some 
highlights  of  the  20  years  you  spent 
on  this  job.  Anything  special  to  mind? 
Jack: 

The  privilege  of  visiting  the  fields  and 
meeting  Christians  of  many  different 
races  is  a  highlight  that  I  prize.  For  ex- 
ample, visiting  the  pygmies.  Tb  find 
oneself  in  the  midst  of  a  people  who 


live  in  a  jungle  almost  totally  divorced 
from  what  we  consider  civilization,  is 
an  experience  I  value  highly  and  I 
pray  that  our  mission  will  pursue  the 
means  to  evangelize  them.  The 
number  of  candidates  in  recent  years 
is  also  a  highlight.  Expansion  into 
new  fields  that  give  promise  of  being 
highly  productive  is  cause  for 
rejoicing. 
Wendell: 

Well,  you've  traveled  around  the  world 
and  logged  many  thousands  of  miles. 
You've  probably  lost  some  luggage 
here  and  there  and  had  some  in- 
teresting travel  experiences.  Any 
special  travel  stories  that  you  bring  to 
mind? 
Jack: 

Well,  several  different  things  come  to 
mind.  There  was  the  dugout  canoe  ex- 
perience in  Brazil  with  missionary 
Eddie  Miller  and  two  board  members. 
We  tried  to  get  across  the  river  at  mid- 
night in  that  dugout  canoe  when  the 
water  was  just  about  ready  to  come  in. 
We  prayed  and  fortunately  got  across 
the  river  safely. 

Wendell: 

As  you  prepare  to  leave,  I  wonder  if 
you  have  any  advice  that  you'd  care  to 
leave  to  prospective  missionaries. 
Jack: 

For  the  missionaries,  I  would  say,  give 
yourself  time  to  learn  the  language 
and  understand  the  culture  before 
making  judgments  about  fellow  mis- 
sionaries and  how  to  do  the  work. 
Also,  be  sure  you  understand  and  are 
in  agreement  with  the  purpose,  the 
politics,  and  the  strategies  of  the  mis- 
sion you  serve  with.  Don't  think  you 
will  change  things  during  your  first 
term  and  never  decide  to  resign  dur- 
ing your  first  term.  If  it  is  that  bad, 
and  it  almost  never  is,  use  it  as  a  lear- 
ning experience  and  an  opportunity 
for  spiritual  maturity.  Be  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  motive  that  leads  you  to 
a  mission  career.  You  are,  to  a  far 
greater  degree  than  ever  before  in  your 
life,  entering  Satan's  domain,  and  that 
means  trouble.  A  study  of  the  lives  of 
the  great  Christian  missionaries 
reveals  that  many  of  them  had  to  en- 
dure hardships  and  discouragements 
that  would  break  ordinary  men.  Only 
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devotion  to  Jesus  Christ  their  Lord 
kept  them  on  the  job. 
Wendell: 

Okay,  one  last  item.  I  know  the  Lord 
had  given  you  a  good  family  and  some 
wonderful  children,  and  you're  proud 
of  them  and  the  way  they  have  grown 
up.  Tell  us  about  your  family  --  what 
they're  doing  now  and  perhaps  how 
they  feel  about  this  change  of 
direction. 
Jack: 

Well,  we  are  quite  proud  of  our  family. 
We  praise  the  Lord  that  they  all  came 
to  know  Christ  as  their  Savior  as 
children  and  are  committed  Chris- 
tians and  faithful  attenders  of  the 
church.  They  are  all  serving  the  Lord 
in  their  chosen  professions.  My  oldest 
son  John  is  married  to  Susan  the 
daughter  of  Marvin  Goodman,  mis- 
sionary. Jim  is  now  in  the  insurance 
business.  My  oldest  daughter,  Ann,  is 
married  to  Jim  Tallman,  a  physical 
education  teacher  and  soccer  coach  at 
South  Bend.  My  third  child,  Jim  is 
married  to  Terry  and  is  teaching  art 
in  the  Milford  School  System.  The 
youngest,  Janet  is  married  to  a 
pastor's  son,  Tom  Ryerson.  Tom  is  a 
psychometrist  for  the  South  Bend 
school  system.  Between  our  children 
we  enjoy  six  grandchildren.  Our  four 
were  all  raised  on  the  mission  field, 
but  Janet  was  six  years  old  when  we 
returned  to  the  U.S.  in  1965.  She  was 
the  only  one  who  didn't  learn 
Portuguese. 
Wendell: 

Thank  you  for  letting  us  have  this  talk 
with  you.  Our  prayers  are  going  to  be 
with  you  as  you  make  the  change. 
We're  expecting  to  get  some  exciting 
prayer  letters  from  Brazil.  You  know 
how  much  we  want  them.  We're  going 
to  miss  you  very  much  at  the  office. 
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Three-Fold 
Communion 
In  Germany 


by  ROGER  D.  PEUGH 
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local  church  is  a  group  of 
people  who  collectively  worship  God. 
The  Lord  has  intended  that  interper- 
sonal fellowship  to  be  an  integral  part 
of  our  common  worship  of  Him. 

The  three-fold  communion  service 
has  two  major  activities  in  which 
Christians  are  brought  together  while 
focusing  on  the  Person  of  Christ. 
When  fulfilling  our  Lord's  command 
to  wash  one  another's  feet.  Christians 
come  into  close  spiritual,  emotional, 
and  physical  fellowship  with  one 
another  as  they  contemplate  they  dai- 
ly ministry  of  our  Lord  in  our  behalf 
(1  John  1:7}  as  well  as  the  believer's 
ministry  to  his  brother  (Galatians  6:1). 

The  Love  Meal  was  intended  to 
foster  our  love  for  and  acceptance  of 
all  brothers  and  sisters  in  our  cor- 
porate worship  of  Christ.  Serving  as 
missionaries  in  the  basically  austere 
society  of  Germany,  there  has  been 
much  scepticism  of  the  three-fold 
communion  service.  However,  in  re- 
cent months  the  Lord  has  begun  to 
use  this  very  service  to  further  deepen 
the  growing  spiritual  unity  of  our 
body  of  believers. 

One  brother  in  our  church  com- 
mented that  he  believed  it  was  pro- 
bably because  of  our  communion  ser- 
vice that  we  are  experiencing  such  a 
deep  bond  of  unifying  love  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Only  the  Lord  knows  if 
this  is  really  so,  but  we  are  deeply 
grateful  to  Him  for  obviously  building 
His  church  in  this  place,  filled  with 
people  who  have  a  vibrant  growing 
love  for  Him  and  one  another. 

In  the  final  analysis,  Christ  did  say 
that  it  is  our  love  for  one  another 
which  would  demonstrate  the 
credibility  of  our  message  to  the  world 
that  Jesus  Christ  has  come  in  the 
flesh  (John  17:20-23). 
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OPEN  FORUM 


What  Does  A  Foreign 
Missions  Emphasis  Do  For 

Your  Church? 


P 
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astor   Buzz   Inboden,   Grace 
Brethren,     Columbus,     OH 

Springtime  has  passed  --  the  time  of 
warming,  greening,  watering,  and 
growing.  What  if  spring  were  taken 
away?  Imagine  going  from  the 
bleakness  of  March  to  the  hot  dryness 
of  July  without  the  help  of  spring. 
There  would  probably  be  little  life  and 
even  less  beauty.  In  Ohio,  we  depend 
on  spring  for  our  gardens  for  our 
gardens,  our  lawns,  and  our  crops. 
Take  away  spring  and  we  would  have 
problems.  It  is  the  same  with  mis- 
sions. Take  it  away  and  we  at  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus 
would  be  in  real  trouble. 

We  would  be  in  trouble  first  of  all, 
because  we  would  be  disobeying  the 
Lord.  No  need  to  rehearse  Matthew 
28:19-20.  But  to  the  extent  that  we  ig- 
nore it,  we  disobey  the  Lord,  "and  it 
is  better  to  obey  than  to  sacrifice." 
How  empty  our  programs  would  be, 
how  pointless  if  we  at  our  church  were 


by  NORA  MACON 


the  only  beneficiairies.  We  would  have 
all  the  appearance  of  a  healthy  plant 
.  .  .  but  without  obedience  to  our  Lord 
at  the  root,  we  would  wither. 

Why  would  we  wither?  Without 
missions  we  would  miss  the  contact 
with  great  men  and  women  of  God. 
Plain  folks  like  us  have  been  given  the 
extraordinary  task  of  cross-cultural 
missions.  Our  children  would  have 
never  met  Jake  and  Freda  Kliever. 
They  would  have  never  read  of  James 
and  Florence  Gribble  or  Estella  Myers. 
They  would  have  never  enjoyed  Ruth 
Kent  or  Ruth  Snyder.  Our  adults 
would  have  never  heard  Roger  Peugh 
expound  the  Scriptures  or  enjoyed  a 
warm  moment  with  Tim  and  Sandy 
Farner.  Our  college  students  never 
would  have  been  challenged  with 
what  to  do  with  their  lives  and 
finances  if  Kent  and  Becky  Good  or 
Tom  Julien  never  had  shared  with 
them.  Our  congregation  would  be  the 
weaker  for  never  having  met  Ivanildo 
Tridade,  Joseph  Ndomale,  or  Pierre 
Yougouda. 

The  list  of  names  and  their  impact 
could  go  on  and  on.  Take  them  from 
us  and  you've  taken  our  vitality.  They 
are  our  partners,  our  friends,  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  in  some 
cases,  even  our  own  children! 

Do  we  need  missions?  Does  a 
garden  need  the  spring?  Do  believers 
need  to  walk  in  obedience  to  Christ? 
Yes,  we  need  missions.  We  in  Colum- 
bus need  missions  because  hundreds 
of  our  people  passionately  desire  to 
see  people  come  to  Christ.  Missions  is 
their  way  to  reach  others  all  over  the 
world;  people  they  could  never  reach 
alone. 
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Pastor  J.  Paul  Mutchler,  Grace 
Brethren,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL    - 

Perhaps  the  question  should  be  more 
practically  worded:  "Why  should  I 
give  to  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions --  what  have  they  ever  done  for 
us?" 

In  examining  our  church  history 
(1955-1986),  I  have  drawn  these  con- 
clusions regarding  our  church  in- 
volvement/commitment to  missions: 

1.  Encourages  obedience  -  Obvious- 
ly to  the  Great  Commission,  but  it  also 
has  an  "overflow"  effect  of  seriousness 
to  obedience  in  all  areas.  And  that  at- 
tracts other  people  who  are  serious 
about  God  and  His  Word. 

2.  Focuses  on  strategy  -  We  are  forced 
to  answer  our  children  (and  ourselves) 
as  to  "why  are  we  doing  this?"  Is  this 
genuinely  a  natural  ministry  cross- 
culturally  that  we  are  doing  locally? 
It  provides  us  with  a  world  view. 

3.  Challenges  (Polishes)  our  priorities 
-  Puts  a  premium  on  soul  winning 
and  discipleship  rather  than  program- 
ming for  the  saints.  It  also  prevents  an 
introversion  "implosion." 

4.  Improves  prayer  and  compassion  - 
Something  like  "your  heart  is  where 
your  dollars  and  your  friends  are." 
We've  already  seen  second  generation 
input . . .  Jobson  prayed  in  Kent  Good; 
Kent  and  Becky  Good  prayed  in  Lor- 
rie  Shaver;  God  used  Roy  Snyder  to 
commit  Eric  Eickhoff. 

5.  Increases  giving  -  Every  time  we  in- 
creased our  dependence  on  the  Lord 
to  be  able  to  give  more  dollars  and 
people.  He  increased  our  giving  local- 
ly and  to  home  missions  in  Florida  as 
well. 

We  can't  afford  not  to  be  included! 


Missions  Commission,  Perm  Valley 
Grace  Brethren,  Telford,  PA    -  As 

our  church  family  looks  at  missions, 
we  realize  there  are  benefits  reaped 
from  being  involved  in  proclaiming 
the  gospel  to  the  world. 

Missions  takes  us  beyond  our  own 
little  community  and  helps  us  to 
realize  the  spiritual  needs  beyond  our 
horizons.  A  church  without  a  mis- 
sions emphasis  is  a  dead  church,  in- 
deed, and  has  lost  its  vision  to 
evangelize  and  disciple.  If  a  church  is 
not  involved  in  missions,  it  becomes 
a  mere  social  club  satisfying  the  social 
needs  of  its  members. 

Missions  make  a  big  difference  in 
our  outreach  to  our  own  community, 
as  well  as  creating  an  enthusiasm  for 
sending  folks  from  our  own  church 
family  to  be  an  extension  of  our 
church  on  foreign  soil.  Our  financial 
program  has  been  broadened  because 
our  people  are  interested  in  foreign 
missions. 

If  our  church  were  not  involved  in 
missions,  it  would  be  a  self-centered 
church  without  compassion  for  the 
lost  in  our  own  area,  as  well  as  other 
areas  of  the  world.  We  probably  would 
have  our  goals  set  on  a  lot  of  non- 
essential items  and  would  make  a  big 
issue  out  of  them.  Our  giving  would 
not  be  as  good. 

If  our  church  were  not  involved  in 
missions,  we  would  miss  out  on  the 
opportunities  of  seeing  folks  from  our 
own  church  going  to  the  mission  field. 
In  return  we  get  the  benefits  of  their 
enthusiasm  when  they  come  home  to 
share  with  us.  This  is  a  great  blessing 
for  our  church  family,  plus  it  creates 
enthusiasm  in  those  of  us  here  in  the 
homeland. 


Our  church  family  enjoys  the  visits 
from  our  missionaries.  This  past  year 
Dave  and  Susan  Griffith  spent  two 
months  with  us.  Dave  and  Susan  were 
kept  busy  visiting  and  inviting 
families  to  their  apartment,  sharing 
meals  on  many  occasions.  Some  of 
our  people  said  this  was  the  first  time 
they  really  got  to  know  a  missionary 
on  a  first  name  basis.  We  find  it  is 
much  easier  to  pray  for  them  when 
this  type  of  personal  relationship  has 
been  established. 

Our  church  was  privileged  to  have 
the  Dan  Ramsey  family  and  two  Ger- 
man young  men,  Frank  and  Dieter, 
with  us  in  October.  In  November  the 
Bob  Skeens  also  spent  one  week  with 
us.  This  past  year  has  been  a  very 
good  experience  for  us  at  Penn  Valley 
because  we  got  to  know  our  mis- 
sionaries in  a  personal  way. 

Missions  benefits  our  whole  church 
program  in  every  way. 
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Pastor  Edwin  Cashman,  Bellflower 
Brethren,  CA  -- 1  am  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  of  being  a  part  of  the 
fulfillment  of  the  Great  Commission 
through  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. I  believe  that  the  following 
blessings  are  either  directly  or  in- 
directly a  result  of  participation  in  the 
ministry  of  foreign  missions: 

1.  A  steady,  consistent  emphasis  upon 
the  Great  Commission  is  a  respon- 
sibility for  all  Christians,  not  just  the 
few  who  are  vocational  missionaries. 
We  have  at  least  some  sensitivity  to 
the  spiritual  needs  of  people  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  and  are  challenged 
not  to  be  forgetful  of  those  needs. 

2.  A  feeling  of  personal  involvement 
with  missions,  especially  in  Europe 
where  Chris  and  Carolyn  Nord  and 
their  family  are  part  of  the  France 
team.  We  have  the  responsibility  for 
nearly  90  percent  of  the  Nords'  sup- 
port and  recognize  that  in  a  very  real 
sense  they  are  totally  dependent  on  us 
for  the  continuance  of  their  ministry. 

3.  A  realization  that  one  does  not 
become  a  missionary  merely  by  going 
overseas.  Our  involvement  in  missions 
includes  having  on  our  staff  at  the 
current  time  Tom  and  Tami  Hocking, 
who  are  candidates  for  Central 
African  Republic.  They  are  living  ex- 
amples of  believers  who  are  being  mis- 
sionaries right  now  in  their  own 
neighborhood  and  keep  that  goal 
before  the  whole  congregation. 

4.  An  understanding  that  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  Great  Commission  is  at 
the  heart  of  God's  program  for  His 
Church,  and  that  when  we  are  com- 
mitted to  using  our  resources  for  pro- 
jects that  are  closer  to  His  heart.  He 
is  committed  to  helping  us  enlarge  the 
base. 


5.  A  right  emphasis  on  Christmas.  We 
teach  that  since  God  loved.  He  gave 
His  only  begotten  Son.  His  birth  is 
celebrated  at  the  Christmas  season. 
We  share  with  our  people  that  it  is  a 
most  appropriate  way  to  celebrate 
Christmas  by  giving  generously  so 
that  those  who  have  not  heard  of  His 
love  may  hear  and  believe  and  receive. 

Pastor  Forrest  Jackson,  First 
Grace  Brethren,  Dayton,  OH  -  It  is 

the  responsibility  and  privilege  of  the 
local  church  to  be  involved  in  world 
evangelism.  We  are  happy  for  the 
work  of  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions in  coordinating  our  efforts  to 
send  missionaries  to  various  fields 
around  the  world. 

Our  financial  investment  in  mis- 
sions has  always  been  a  priority  in  the 
ministry  of  our  church.  I  am  convinc- 
ed that  a  good  sign  of  a  healthy 
church  is  its  generous  giving  to  the 
work  of  missions. 

Our  church  has  been  enriched  more 
than  we  could  ever  express  by  the 
presence  of  missionaries  in  our 
church  services  and  in  our  homes. 
This  has  enabled  our  children  to  see 
that  missionaries  are  just  people  who 
are  willingly  serving  in  places  of  God's 
choosing  around  the  world. 

Because  of  our  commitment  as  a 
church  to  the  Great  Commission,  God 
saw  fit  to  call  one  of  our  own  families 
to  be  church  planting  pioneers  in 
England  for  Grace  Brethren  Foreign 
Missions.  Because  of  our  personal  in- 
volement  with  Phil  and  Elinor  Steele, 
our  missionary  giving  has  increased 
and  our  prayer  support  has  intensified 
which  causes  us  to  rejoice  in  every 
victory  won.  We  also  share  their  strug- 


gles and  discouragements  as  we  con- 
sider them  in  a  unique  way  as  a  part 
of  us. 

It  has  been  our  joy  to  have  mis- 
sionaries serving  in  numerous  mis- 
sion fields  (currently  Africa,  England, 
and  France).  It  is  very  thrilling  to 
think  that  because  we  have  been  in- 
volved in  the  mission  evangelism  pro- 
cess, we  are  sharing  in  the  joy  that 
comes  as  people  from  these  various 
countries  receive  Christ  as  their 
Savior. 

I  am  glad  that  we  as  a  church  have 
far-sighted  vision  which  sees  the 
world  desperately  in  need  of  the 
Gospel.  That  helps  us  take  our  eyes  off 
ourselves  and  our  needs  and  wants 
and  see  the  need  as  God  sees  it 
world-wide.  h6rjld 
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Nora  Macon  is  the  Publica- 
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tions  Coordinator  for  Grace 
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Brethren  Foreign  Missions, 
where  she  has  worked  for 
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the  past  eight  years.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  Grace  College 
and  lives  in  Winona  Lake. 
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The  Adult  Study  Guide  for  September, 
October  and  November 

BE  ALIVE   is  written  by  Dr. 
Warren  Wiersbe  on  the  first  twelve 
chapters  of  John. 


As  he  studied  and  wrote  this  book,  Dr.  Warren  Wiersbe 
(General  Director  of  "Back  to  the  Bible  Broadcast")  felt 
like  a  man  standing  on  holy  ground.  For  he  realized  all 
the  more  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  the  great  Greek 
scholar  Dr.  AT.  Robertson:  "The  Gospel  of  John  is  the  pro- 
foundest  book  in  the  world." 

In  Be  Alive  Dr.  Wiersbe  presents  the  basic  teachings  of 
the  first  12  chapters  of  John's  Gospel  and  urges  readers 
to  approach  its  truths  with  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
worshipers. 


We'll  Help  You  Build  A  Free  Reference  Library 
With  Your  Sunday  School  Material  Order! 

The  "BE"  series  by  Dr.  Wiersbe  is  a  very  special  group  of  study  materials.  The  BE  ALIVE  study  will  be  one  that 
your  students  will  enjoy  in  their  adult  classes. 

One  of  the  exciting  new  ideas  from  the  Herald  is  the  plan  to  help  each  church  in  the  fellowship  build  an  excellent 
reference  library.  Each  quarter  a  reference  book  of  outstanding  quality  is  selected  and  sent  free  with  the  purchase 
of  your  study  materials. 

This  is  a  continuing  plan  and  will  be  carried  into  the  future.  The  churches  that  purchase  their  materials  from 
the  Herald  will  be  able  to  build  an  outstanding  library  in  just  a  few  years. 

The  plan  is  simple  and  it  covers  the  needs  of  almost  all  of  the  churches  that  purchase  material  from  the  Herald. 
The  first  level  is  purchases  from  $150  to  $300.  They  will  be  able  to  select  a  book  from  the  list  noted  on  their  order  form. 

The  second  level  consists  of  orders  of  $300  or  more.  For  each  $300  order,  the  specially  selected  book  for  that 
quarter  will  be  sent.  (Some  churches  have  received  over  $300  worth  of  books  already.) 


ANY  QUESTIONS? 
CALL  1-800-348-2756,  ASK  FOR  BOBBIE! 

BRETHREN  MISSIONARY  HERALD  CO. 
RO.  BOX  544  WINONA  LAKE,  IN 
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Annual  Address  Changes 

Austin,  Gary  and  Jean:  256  Otterbein 

Dr.,  Apt.  A,  Lexington,  OH  44904 

Crabbs,  William:  1860  Arlington  Rd., 

Brookville,  OH  45309 

Craigen,  Trevor:  c/o  Foreign  Mission 

Society,  PO.  Box  588,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590 

Emch,  Daryle:  1164  Easttield  Rd.,  Wor- 

thington,  OH  43085 

Eshleman,  Daniel:  426  S.  Plum,  Mt. 

Joy,  PA  17552;  717-653-8531 

Fetterhoff,  Robert:  912  Douglas  Dr., 
Wooster,  OH  44691 

Fredericks,  James:  6095  Orange  Ave., 

Long  Beach,  CA  90805 

Gingrich,  Raymond:  Grace  Retirement 

Village,  PO.  Box  337  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590 

Grace  Brethren  Church:  803  Sunset  Dr., 

Johnson  City,  TN  37604 

Harrell,  Rich  and  Kathy:  c/o  Mr.  Dick 

Peak,  Community  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

11000  E.  Washington  Blvd.,  Whittier,  CA 

90606 

Hetland,  Art:  413  Wooster  Rd.,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590 

Hunt,  James:  54  E.  Palmer  Park  Dr., 

Palmer,  MA  01069 

Jones,  Duane:  c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

980  N.W.  180th  St.,  Beaverton,  OR  97006 

Klinger,  Gene:  167  St.  Paul  Dr.,  Fremont, 

OH  43420 

Knife,  Wayne:  Calvary  Baptist  Theological 

Seminary,  1380  Valley  Forge  Rd., 

Lansdale,  PA  19446 

Lakeland  Grace  Brethren  Church:  201  '■? 

E.  Lemon  St.,  Lakeland,  FL  33801 

Lingentelter,  Galen  M.:  P.O.  Box  684, 

Dolan  Springs,  AZ  86441 

Marksbury,  David:  4681  Newman  Ave., 

Cypress,  CA  90630 

Page,  Michael:  7042  Quay  St.,  Arvada, 

CO  80003 

Peek,  George:  6917  Andrew  Wy., 

Cypress,  CA  90630 

Pettman,  Dan:  Caixa  Postal  183,  58100 

Campina  Grande,  Paraiba,  Brazil 


Raymond,  Harold:  2559  Summerfield 

Rd.,  Petersburg,  Ml  49270 

Snyder,  Craig:  1611  North  St.,  Fremont, 

OH  43420 

Travis,  Dan:  17002  Vickie  Ave.,  Cerritos, 

CA  90701 

Waggoner,  Tim:  Chez  Mme  Messonier,  8 

ave  General  de  Gaulle,  69300  Calvire, 

France 

Wallace,  George:  3605  S.  Albright, 

Kokomo,  IN  46902 


Deaths 

California,  Bellflower:  Ollila,  Zur  (Grand- 
pa 0),  April  23,  1986,  Bellflower  Brethren 
Church. 

California,  Bellflower:  Leffingwell,  J.A. 
"Buster":  June  25,  1986.  Bellflower 
Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Bowers,  Kay, 
58.  July  3,  1986.  Myerstown  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Kittanning:  Christos,  Nick, 

83.  April  17,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Kittanning:  Matthews, 

Stella,  83.  May  14,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Kittanning:  Shick,  Ginevra, 

88.  June  28,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  McPheeters, 

Walt,  April  16,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Mayes,  Marjorie, 

April  19,  1986.  Grace  Brethren  Church 

California,  Long  Beach:  Groendyke, 
Chester,  June  1986.  Grace  Brethren 
Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Lanobs,  Elva, 
June  19,  1986.  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Virginia,  Covington:  Byer,  Maxine 
Kemper,  52.  June  2,  1986.  Covington 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
California,  Bell:  Sundin,  Dale  Walter,  82. 
July  9,  1986.  Bell  Brethren  Church. 
Indiana,  Kokomo:  Bartlett,  Clara.  Indian 
Heights  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Marriages 

California,  Long  Beach:  Debbie  Baker 

and  Dana  Davis,  January  3,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Ginny  Garrison 

and  Ron  Striewig,  January  25,  1986. 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Tracy  Tate  and 

Tim  Tavolara,,  February  22,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Christina  Tavarez 

and  Steve  Bates,  March  8,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Brenda  Ringis 

and  Warren  Seek,  March  22,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Alma  Escalera 

and  Scott  Miller,  April  12,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Kim  Yardum  and 

Earl  Knight,  April  19,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Linda  Kaufman 

and  Matt  Hammond,  April  26,  1986. 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Georgeann 

Wyatt  and  John  Exline,  May  17,  1986. 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Kelly  Parsons 

and  Mark  Arnold,  May  31,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Elizabeth  Fenn 

and  Randy  Sue,  June  7  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Viola  Searles 

and  Patrick  Griffith,  June  14,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Long  Beach:  Denise  Martin 

and  Rick  Atherton,  June  28,  1986.  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

California,  Bellflower:  Janice  Parent  and 

Terry  Wilkinson,  February  7,  1986. 

Bellflower  Brethren. 

California,  Bellflower:  Alicia  Bremer  and 

Bob  Taylor,  March  21,  1986.  Bellflower 

Brethren. 

California,  Bellflower:  Lynn  Gibbons  and 

Mike  Horibe,  April  4,  1986.  Bellflower 

Brethren. 
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California,  Bellflower:  Virginia  Broking 

and  Ken  Evans,  July  19,  1986.  Bellflower 

Brethren. 

Pennsylvania,  Myerstown:  Elizabeth 

Largent  and  Joseph  Maiocchi,  July  12, 

1986.  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Pennsylvania,  Elizabethtown:  Dan 

Eshleman  assumed  the  position  of 
Senior  Pastor  at  the  Elizabethtown  Grace 
Brethren  Church  the  first  of  July. 


Ohio,  Columbus:  The  Trinity  Grace 
Brethren  Church  held  a  special  service 
on  Sunday,  June  1,  to  dedicate  the  use 
of  their  new  building.  Pastor  Jim  Custer 
was  guest  speaker  for  the  service.  Trini- 
ty Grace  Brethren  Church  is  staffed  by 
Senior  Pastor  Howard  Stouffer  and 
Minister  of  Outreach  Dick  Sellers. 
Pennsylvania,  Bethlehem:  David 
Hitchman  has  accepted  the  pastorate  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  His  ministry  began  July  24, 
1986. 

Virginia,  Roanoke:  Until  such  a  time  as 
an  Executive  Director  is  employed  for 
the  Brethren  Board  of  Evangelism,  all 
correspondence  should  be  directed  to 
Rev.  Ron  E.  Thompson,  P.O.  Box  7649, 
Roanoke,  VA  24019.  Gifts  and  offerings 
may  still  be  sent  to  P.O.  Box  355, 
Winona  Lake,  IN  46590.  The  old 
telephone  number  at  Ron  Picard's  home 
is  disconnected  and  LaDona  Picard  is 
no  longer  serving  as  the  secretary  for 
the  Board  of  Evangelism.  If  contact  is 
necessary  by  telephone,  the  new  phone 
number  is  703/563-9944. 


Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  In  May,  1986, 
Pierre  Yougouda  was  graduated  from 
Grace  Seminary  with  his  Th.M.  degree. 
The  Yougoudas  will  return  to  the  Central 
African  Republic  in  August  to  minister 
at  the  Brethren  Biblical  Seminary  at 
Bata. 

Ivanildo  Trindade  was  graduated  Magna 
Cum  Laude  from  the  seminary  with  his 
Th.M.  Ivanildo  and  his  family  returned 
to  north  Brazil  in  July.  He  will  be 
teaching  at  the  Brethren  Bible  Institute 
in  Belem. 

Germany:  Just  how  far  the  Reformation 
in  Germany  has  lost  its  influence  can 
be  seen  in  the  30  million  (58  million 
population)  people  who  daily  read  their 
horoscope.  Germans  spend  about  $25 
million  yearly  to  learn  about  their 
future.  A  third  of  all  Germans  believe 
that  the  stars  have  a  real  influence 
upon  their  lives.  Grace  Brethren  Foreign 
Missions  is  working  among  the  people 
in  this  dark  land. 

Oregon,  Beaverton:  A.  Duane  Jones, 
after  serving  3  years  as  a  Chaplain  in 
the  U.S.  Army  assumes  the  position  of 
senior  pastor  of  the  Walker  Road  Grace 
Brethren  Church  of  Beaverton,  Oregon. 
He  will  assume  responsibilities  on 
August  25,  1986.  Before  his  duty  as 
Chaplain,  Pastor  Jones  started  and 
pastored  the  Gold  Rush  Community 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  Auburn,  CA  for 
five  years.  Duane  and  his  wife,  Kathy, 
have  two  children,  David  and  Deborah. 
Gilbert  Gilgan,  Jr.  is  serving  as  Interim 
Pastor  of  the  Walker  Road  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  York:  Kenn  Cosgrove  has 
completed  9  years  of  service  at  the 
York  Grace  Brethren  Church.  On 


August  24,  1986,  he  will  assume  the 
pastorate  of  the  Tri  County  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  Royersford, 
Pennsylvania. 

Cameroon:  All  Grace  Brethren  Churches 
in  the  Cameroon  have  been  closed  by 
the  government  and  forbidden  to 
reopen.  The  applications  for  government 
recognition  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  and  the  Mission  were  also 
denied.  Several  Grace  Brethren  pastors 
from  the  Central  African  Republic  had 
moved  to  the  Cameroon  as  mis- 
sionaries. It  is  unknown  as  to  what  they 
will  do.  Details  are  still  sketchy. 


,uj  ii  n:: 


Pennsylvania,  Avis:  At  the  end  of  1986, 
the  Tiadaghton  Valley  Grace  Brethren 
Church  plans  to  go  self-supporting. 
Under  the  direction  of  District  Missions 
Chairman,  Pastor  Charles  Martin,  the 
group  formed  in  August  1981.  James  E. 
Snavely  was  called  to  the  Pastor.  In 
1983  land  was  purchased,  and  building 
plans  were  developed.  This  past  June, 
with  a  $240,000  loan  from  BIF,  the  120 
person  congregation  began  construction 
for  their  new  facilities. 
Pennsylvania,  Hollidaysburg:  The 
second  phase  of  the  100th  year  was 
celebrated  on  July  20th  at  the 
Vicksburg  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Brookes  Mills.  Rev.  Homer  Miller,  of 
Ashland,  OH  and  former  member,  was 
the  guest  speaker.  The  church  was 
started  on  January  25,  1886  and  a 
building  was  constructed  and  dedicated 
in  July  1886.  The  original  building  was 
28  x  40  feet  with  16  foot  high  ceilings, 
and  was  built  for  $600. 


HERALD/  August  1986 


33 


NEWS 


Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  America  is  in  a 
critical  time,  says  Dr.  Robert  W.  Thomp- 
son, executive  secretary  for  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions.  As  time  has 
carried  us  further  from  the  signing  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
more  it  seems  we  have  moved  from  the 
ideals  our  founding  fathers  deemed  best 
for  us  as  a  nation.  Yet  at  the  same 
time,  America  is  ripe  for  the  develop- 
ment of  vibrant,  growing  Grace  Brethren 
Churches. 

"Church  planting  is  God's  plan  for 
evangelizing  the  world,"  Thompson  says. 
"Parachurch  organizations  and  the  elec- 
tronic church  may  reach  people  for 
Christ,  but  most  individuals  are  nurtured 
and  encouraged  in  a  local  congregation. 
The  world  of  the  local  church  has  far 
lasting  value." 

With  this  in  mind,  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions  has  developed  a  special 
five  year  emphasis  of  church  planting. 
Designed  to  encourage  church  extension 
in  the  United  States,  America  Now! 
focuses  on  both  national  and  district  ef- 
forts. It  also  targets  church  development 
in  major  metropolitan  areas,  recruiting 
men  for  the  ministry,  increasing  prayer 
support  for  Home  Missions,  and  raising 
sufficient  offering  income  to  fund  these 
efforts. 

Over  the  next  five  years,  we  are  plan- 
ning for  the  addition  of  100  new 
churches  to  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches  and  expect  to  be 
personally  involved  in  at  least  75  of 
them.  A  part  of  this  goal  is  the  develop- 
ment of  new  congregations  in 
metropolitan  areas  such  as  Dallas,  Hart- 
ford, Cleveland,  Montgomery,  and  New 
Orleans. 

Crucial  to  the  development  of  these 
new  congregations  will  be  100  men  who 
are  committed  to  pioneering  a  ministry 
in  a  previously-undeveloped  area.  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions  is  actively 
seeking  these  individuals  through 
recruitment  on  Christian  college  and 
seminary  campuses,  personal  interviews, 
and  internship  programs. 

To  support  this  increased  effort  in 
church  planting,  offerings  to  Grace 


Brethren  Home  Missions  must  multiply 
over  the  next  five  years.  A  15  percent 
increase  each  year  will  meet  the  need. 
Our  goal  by  1990  is  $2,200,000. 

One  of  the  most  important  elements 
of  America  Now!  is  the  thousands  of 
people  around  the  world  who  will  be 
praying  for  church  planting  in  the  United 
States.  We  are  encouraging  individuals 
and  groups  to  pray  specifically  for  100 
new  Grace  Brethren  Churches  and  100 
pioneering  pastors. 

America  Now!  is  important  to  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches, 
according  to  Thompson.  While  meeting 
the  spiritual  needs  of  today's  fast-paced 
society,  we  are  enlarging  the  support 
base  from  which  other  Grace  Brethren 
ministries  may  draw.  Missionaries, 
students,  summer  TIME  workers,  and 
others  will  come  from  these  new 
congregations. 

World  News 
Wisconsin:  Charles  Colson,  chairman  of 
Prison  Fellowship  Ministries,  the  nation's 
largest  prison  ministry  group,  has  urged 
Wisconsin  governor  Anthony  Earl  to 
reverse  the  state's  decision  to  reduce 
the  chaplaincy  programs.  Colson  argues 
that  limiting  the  number  of  and  remov- 
ing clergy  from  prisons  will  create  a 
spiritual  vacuum.  While  recognizing  the 
positive  impact  volunteers  have  on 
prisons  and  prisoners,  Colson  says  that 
the  greater  influence  of  a  chaplain  is 
needed.  He  cited  an  effort  by  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  to  turn 
chaplaincy  services  over  to  volunteers, 
but  the  experiment  was  unsuccessful. 
The  Bureau  is  hiring  more  federal 
chaplains  than  ever  before.  (The  Church 
Around  The  World) 

China:  Evangelical  Christian  radio  pro- 
grams prepared  for  broadcasting  from 
inside  China  have  been  denied  approval 
by  Ding  Guangxum,  chairperson  of  the 
China  Christian  Council.  Kairos  Com- 
munications Service,  a  Lutheran  body, 
had  proposed  to  provide  programs  that 
would  preach  the  gospel  with  no 
political  content. 


Operation  Barnabas 

Continued  from  page  17 

"I  remember  one  girl,"  says  Rike, 
"who  struggled  much  of  the  summer 
with  wanting  to  go  into  full-time 
Christian  service.  For  her,  giving  her 
life  completely  to  Christ  would  mean 
going  back  home  and  breaking  up  a 
dating  relationship,  working  through 
the  resulting  pressure  she  would  feel, 
and  asking  a  close  friend  to  forgive  her 
for  some  bitterness  and  anger  she  had 
felt  toward  him.  She  wrestled  with 
this  all  through  Barnabas  and  finally 
said,  'I'm  ready,  I  want  to  do  that.'" 
These  tough  decisions  about  their 
life  at  home  aren't  made  without  prac- 
tice. Beginning  with  the  first  week  of 
Operation  Barnabas,  students  are 
challenged  to  evaluate  their  life  and 
relationships  and  correct  any  wrongs. 
The  highlight  of  orientation  week  is 
often  the  communion  service  where 
the  young  people  allow  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  search  their  heart  and  then  have  an 
opportunity  to  go  to  other  team 
members  and  ask  for  forgiveness 
where  needed. 

Teaching  team  members  how  to  live 
authentic  Christian  lives  demands  the 
same  from  the  leaders. 

"When  I'm  honest  and  transparent 
with  the  young  people,"  says  Denl- 
inger,  "they  see  I  have  some  things  to 
work  on,  too,  and  yet  I'm  loved  and 
through  that  I  can  provide  a  taste  of 
what  God  has  done  for  them.  I  can  go 
out  and  offer  them  something 
because  of  what  Christ  has  done  in 
my  life. 

"As  we  get  involved  in  their  life,  they 
get  a  taste  of  what  ministry  is  all 
about,  of  being  able  to  give  of  your  life 
and  pour  into  somebody  else  and  ex- 
perience biblical  relationships  and 
friendships.  That  lights  a  fire  in  some 

kidS."    H£R5LD 


Brad  Skiles  is  director  of  ad- 
ministration for  CBC  Chris- 
tian Education.  He  and  his 
wife.  Patti,  are  active  mem- 
bers in  the  M/inona  Lake 
Grace    Brethren    Church. 
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A  new,  authoritative  New  Testament  commentary  by  facul- 
ty members  of  the  respected  Dallas  Theological  Seminary. 
(Edited  by  John  F.  Walvoord  and  Roy  B.  Zuck.) 

You'll  find  all  the  handy  study  aids  you  need:  book 
outlines,  maps,  charts,  bibliographies,  book  introductions. 
The  Bible  Knowledge  Commentary  is  for  all  serious 
students  from  high  school  to  postgraduate,  lay  and  clergy. 


New  Testament  $22.95 
Old  Testament  $29.95 
Both  Volumes  $45.95 


(Please  add  $1.00  for  postage.) 

:tor 
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HERALD  BOOKSTORE 

P.O.  Box  544 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


BRETHREN    HYMN    BOOKS 
AND  HYMNALS,  1720-1884, 

COMPILED   BY   DONALD   R.    HINKS 


Long  overdue,  this  definitive  work 
describes  and  illustrates  the  hymn  books 
and  hymnals  used  by  the  Brethren 
Church  during  the  first  176  years  of  their 
colorful  history.  These  books  are  the  com- 
mon heritage  of  the  five  major  branches 
of  the  Brethren  Church,  including  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  The  Fellowship 
of  Grace  Brethren  Churches,  The 
Brethren  Church  (Ashland),  The  Old  Ger- 
man Baptist  Brethren  Church,  and  The 
Dunkard  Brethren. 

Fifteen  appendices  are  included,  along 
with  extensive  documentation,  notes  and 
a  bibliography  of  150  hymn  books.  The 
205  page  book  is  bound  in  a  9"x  9" 
square  format,  and  is  printed  in  large, 
easy-to-read  type. 

The  Brethren  Heritage  Press  is  dedicated  to 
supplying  the  finest  in  books  dealing  with  all 
aspects  of  Brethren  history  and  thought.  Send 
SASE  for  current  list  of  new  books.  A  large 
selection  of  out  of  print  books  is  also  available. 
Brethren  libraries  purchased.  Please  write. 

Order  Form 

Copies  of  Brethren  Hymn  Books 

and  Hymnals  1720-1884  at  $19.50 

each.  § 


Postage  and  Handling,  $1.50  for  the 
first  book  plus  50itfor  each  addi- 
tional book. 

Pennsylvania  residents  add  $1.17 
sales  tax  for  each  copy. 
Libraries  will  be  billed.  Tbtal 
enclosed 


ADDRESS    _ 

(for  UPS  delivery') 


CITY. 


. STATE . 


ZIP. 


Send    order    to    Brethren    Heritage    Press,    24 

Chambersburg  Street. 

Gettysburg.  Pennsylvania,  17325.  Telephone  (717) 

334-8634. 
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Grace  Village  retirement  complex,  is 
located  in  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  on  30 
acres  of  beautifully  landscaped  country 
environment  living. 

The  building  complex  includes:  121 
independent  and  17  residential  care 
apartments;  33-bed  comprehensive 
health-care  wing  and  the  newest  addition 
to  the  Village  living,  independent-living 
apartment-home  quadplex  units 
(illustrated  above). 

Standard  amenities  include 
convenience  of  Village  banking,  cheerful 
dining  room,  craft,  sitting  and  game 
rooms,  beautiful  chapel  with  regularly 

Please  send  information  concerning 
the  following: 

D  Independent  Apartment  Homes 
D  Available  Apartments 
D  Gifts  and  Annuities 
D  Health  Care  Facilities 
D  Cost 

Name    


scheduled  services;  a  laundromat; 
beauty/barber  shop  and  regularly 
scheduled  resident  activities  for  all  to 
enjoy. 

Grace  Village  was  founded  with  the 
philosophy  in  mind  of  providing  Christian 
friends  with  a  Christian  environment  and 
a  place  of  fellowship  during  their 
maturing  years. 

For  more  information  about  Grace 
Village,  complete  the  form  below  and 
mail  it,  or  phone  us  for  a  free  descriptive 
packet  which  will  give  you  details  about 
the  complex. 
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Christian  Retirement  Center  and  Health  Care  Facility 

Rev.  Sherwood  Durkee,  Administrator 

P.O.  Box  337  •  Winona  Lake,  Ind.  46590 
Phone:  219/372-6100 


Address 

City  

State  _ 
Phone  _ 


Zip 
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by  CHARLES  TURNER 


W 


hen  everything  is  working 
well,  there  is  a  tendency  to  continue 
such  action.  However,  when  things  are 
not  going  right,  then  analysis  begins. 
Thus  the  call  tor  a  return  to  basics.  If 
you  have  not  left  the  basics,  then  you 
have  no  problem  in  this  area.  There 
are  a  number  of  conventions  and 
gatherings  that  are  adopting  as  their 
slogan  -  "Back  to  Basics."  There  is 
some  type  abroad  in  the  land! 

The  famous  story  of  the  great  foot- 
ball coach  Vince  Lombardi  well  fits 
the  circumstance.  The  Green  Bay 
Packers  were  being  beaten  badly 
game  after  game.  After  a  real  beating 
by  the  opposition.  Coach  Lombardi 
gathered  the  forces  together.  He  told 
the  troops,  "Men,  it  is  time  to  get  back 
to  basics."  To  illustrate  his  point,  he 
held  up  a  football  and  said 
"Gentlemen,  this  is  a  football!"  Now 
that  is  getting  back  to  basics.  They 
had  expected  a  lecture  on  blocking 
and  tackling,  and  on  the  execution  of 
the  plays. 

If  you  have  forgotten  your  purpose 
in  life,  then  the  course  forward  will  be 
a  very  uncertain  one.  A  house  without 
a  foundation  is  sure  to  crumble. 
Basics  are  the  foundation  that  sup- 
ports the  building.  It  is  what  gives 


reason  and  purpose  to  the  organiza- 
tion. When  you  have  to  line  up  the 
troops  and  remind  them  to  pray  and 
read  the  Bible,  you  are  in  trouble. 

So  a  call  back  to  basics  by  its  very 
nature  is  some  admission  of  trouble. 
This  is  not  a  problem,  but  it  is  at  least 
the  first  sign  of  needing  help.  We  will 
not  seek  help  until  we  become  aware 
that  we  need  help.  We  need  the  basics, 
but  basics  should  be  a  natural  part  of 
the  flow  and  life  of  any  movement  or 
group.  A  baseball  player,  to  be  good, 
must  be  able  to  incorporate  into  his 
actions  the  ability  to  hit.  field  the  ball, 
and  run.  They  become  a  part  of  his 
very  nature.  He  goes  back  to  relearn 
them  only  when  they  are  no  longer 
part  of  his  doings. 

A  call  for  the  church  to  return  to 
basics  implies  that  we  have  somehow 
forgotten  to  incorporate  the  basics  in- 
to our  lives.  Prayer  and  communion 
with  God  are  among  the  basics  of  the 
Christian  life.  A  feeding  on  the  Word 
is  also  a  basic.  To  be  able  to  get  along 
in  love  with  our  fellow  believer  is  a 
basic.  Maybe  there  are  items  that 
should  join  the  list,  but  at  this  point 
we  will  leave  the  doctrinal  discussions 
to  someone  else.  Paul  dealt  with  the 
doctrinal  basics  in  the  Book  of 
Hebrews.  He  assumed  them  to  be  a 
part  of  the  believer's  life.  The 
challenge  was  then  issued  to  go  for- 
ward with  the  truths  and  use  them  in 
their  lives. 

To  assume  the  present  body  of 
believers  has  the  basics  of  prayer  and 
Bible  reading  well  in  hand  may  be  an 


assumption  that  is  too  great.  Study 
after  study  indicates  there  is  not  a 
large  amount  of  time  spent  in  these 
Christian  basics.  It  is  not  only  the 
amount  of  time,  but  it  is  also  the 
quality  of  this  time  that  begins  to 
count. 

If  you  have  a  problem  of  what  is 
essential  to  Christian  basics,  read 
Ephesians,  Chapter  6.  There  you  will 
find  the  Christian  armor  for  the  bat- 
tle of  life.  Each  part  is  clearly  listed 
there  with  its  importance  given.  It  is 
a  good  idea  from  time  to  time  to  come 
back  to  this  passage  and  read  it  as  a 
reminder  of  the  needs.  A  Christian 
never  reaches  such  lofty  levels  of 
growth  but  that  they  need  to  be 
reminded  to  return  to  these  basics. 
They  are  absolute  necessities. 

Maybe  to  help  remind  us,  each 
minister  needs  to  call  us  back  to 
basics  with  some  degree  of  regulari- 
ty. A  good  start  on  a  given  Sunday 
might  well  be  to  hold  high  the  Word 
of  God  and  say:  "Fellow  believers,  this 
is  a  Bible."  hur^lc 


""*     Jr 

Charles  Tltrner  is  publisher 
of  the   Herald    magazine 
and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald 
Company  in  Winona  Lake. 
IN. 
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Are  We  Keeping 
Our  Priorities  In  The 
Proper  Order? 


m  today's  society,  new 
churches  are  starting  all 
around  us.  Each  with  their 
own  little  bent  adjusting  to 
fit  the  needs  of  a  faultering 
society.  The  80s  have  ex- 
posed America  to  "chris- 
tian" television  and  "chris- 
tian" radio  ministries,  both 
with  sometimes  question- 
able theology.  But  the 
power  of  the  dollar  leads 
many  people  to  believe,  "if 
these  ministries  are  on  TV  they  must  be  right".  Some  are 
pretty  convincing.  Yet  do  we  ever  know  the  basis  of  their 
foundation  of  faith?  This  issue  of  the  HERALD  is  dedicated 
to  encourage  readers  to  getting  back  to  the  basics. 

After  all  the  beautiful  music,  great  speakers,  fantastic 
programs  to  keep  us  entertained,  what  is  really  in  our 
hearts?  What  are  people  seeing  in  us?  Do  our  secular 
friends  really  notice  the  difference  that  Jesus  Christ  makes 
in  our  lives?  Now  is  the  time  to  step  back  and  take  a  look 
at  what  are  our  basics. 

The  Editor 
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by  ROB  WILKINS 
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'eople  have  always  called  James 
Irwin  a  dreamer. 

When  he  was  a  child,  he  read  Buck 
Rogers.  He  watched  black-and-white 
science  fiction  films.  He  told  his 
parents  and  his  neighbors  and  just 
about  anyone  who  would  listen  that 
he  was  going  to  walk  on  the  moon. 

Such  is  the  stuff  of  childhood 
dreams. 

His  mother  would  always  smile  the 
way  only  mothers  can  and  say,  "No, 
Jimmy,  I  want  you  to  do  something 
worthwhile  with  your  life." 

The  doctors  also  called  Irwin  a 
dreamer.  During  a  near-fatal  plane 
crash  in  1961,  Irwin  broke  both  of  his 
legs,  his  jaw,  lost  his  teeth,  and  suf- 
fered a  severe  concussion.  The  doctors 
said  that  they  might  have  to  amputate 
his  foot  and  that  he  might  suffer 
severe  memory  loss. 

They  also  said  he  would  have  to  give 
up  flying. 

But  James  Irwin,  inspired  by  a  deep 
faith  in  God,  kept  on  dreaming. 

Speaking  to  a  crowd  of  more  than 
200  at  the  Grace  Schools  annual 
recognition  banquet  for  Sustaining 
Sponsors,  James  Irwin  painted  the 
scene. 

Mt.  Hadley  rising  15,000  feet, 
golden,  certainly  eerie,  against  a  black 
sky.  A  dead  and  very  quiet  world.  The 
sound  of  his  own  breathing,  the  only 
noise.  Dust,  unmoved  forever,  dis- 
turbed finally,  rising,  pooling  the  sun 
in  slow  shades.  And  the  earth,  a  small 
and  distant  blue  jewel,  floating  in  a 
crescent  above. 

As  he  and  Dave  Scott  traveled 
across  the  surface  of  the  moon  in  an 
$8  million  dollar  vehicle  known  as 
Rover,  Irwin  quoted  Psalm  121: 

"I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the 
hills.  From  whence  cometh  my  help? 
My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth." 


high 
flight 


HERALD/September  1986 


GRACE 


For  James  Irwin,  this  was  no 
dream. 

Irwin  spent  a  lifetime  shooting  for 
the  moon.  It  was  no  easy  trip,  he  says. 
He  believes  that  the  only  reason  that 
he  made  it  was  that  God  wanted  him 
to  do  it.  That,  plus  a  lot  of  hard  work. 

He  always  wanted  to  be  a  pilot. 
There  was  something,  he  says,  in  the 
idea  of  going  "higher  and  faster"  than 
anyone  had  ever  gone  before.  Early  in 


"I  tell  people  all  over 
the  earth  that  Jesus 
walking  on  the  earth 
was  more  important 
than  man  walking  on 
the  moon,"  Irwin  says. 
"That's  the  most  impor- 
tant thing  that  I  can 
say." 

his  career,  he  was  a  test  pilot  --  the 
only  test  pilot  --  for  the  YF-12A.  At  that 
time,  he  went  faster  and  higher  than 
any  other  man  --  2,000  miles  per  hour 
at  70,000  feet. 

He  was  proud  of  that.  He  lived  with 
death  as  a  daily  reality. 

During  his  stint  as  a  YF-12A  pilot, 
he  was  flying  one  day  with  a  student 
in  a  small  airplane.  The  student  lost 
control  at  takeoff  and  the  plane  plung- 
ed into  the  ground. 

"Luckily  the  plane  didn't  catch  fire," 
Irwin  says.  "They  dragged  us  out  of 
the  desert  and  tried  to  put  us  back 
together.  I  was  unconscious  for  two 
days.  I  knew  when  I  woke  up  that  I 
was  in  trouble  (because  I  was)  lying 
flat  on  my  back  with  all  these  needles 
sticking  out  of  me." 

Irwin,  the  fearless  and  crafty  pilot 
of  the  world's  fastest  vehicle,  had 
crashed  in  a  small  plane  and  a  tiny 
puff  of  desert  dust. 

He  says  he  was  embarrassed  and 
angry. 

"Lord,"  he  says  he  remembers  pray- 
ing, "you've  lifted  me  up  so  high  and 
now  you've  let  me  drop  so  low." 

The  doctors  said  his  dream  was 
over.  But  Irwin  didn't  know  what  else 
to  do. 


"Inside  of  me  I  made  a  new  deter- 
mination with  my  life,"  Irwin  says.  "I 
felt  a  new  determination  to  get  back 
into  the  sky  because  I  felt  that  was  the 
only  place  I  could  make  a  significant 
contribution  with  my  life." 

He  also  made  a  new  determination 
to  serve  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"I  was  saved  when  I  was  eleven,"  Ir- 
win says.  "But  I  was  not  being  faithful 
to  the  Lord." 

Irwin  says  that  the  Lord  used  the 
plane  accident  to  call  him  to 
faithfulness. 

Irwin,  once  again,  started  at  the  bot- 
tom. Soon,  he  was  flying  the  YF-12A 
again,  but  now  there  were  many  other 
pilots.  He  had  to  work  his  way  up. 
Later,  he  applied  to  be  an  astronaut  in 
the  Apollo  Program  because  he 
"couldn't  imagine  any  flight  that 
could  be  higher  or  faster."  He  was 
turned  down  several  times  before 
finally  being  accepted  in  1966. 

For  five  years,  he  prepared  for  a  trip 
to  the  moon.  There  was,  he  says,  in- 
tense competition. 

But  on  July  26,  1971,  James  Irwin's 
chance  finally  came.  He  was  to  lift  off 
in  Apollo  15.  He  says  that  he 
remembers  clearly  the  ride  to  the 
Saturn  V. 

"It  was  a  slow  drive,  but  very  quiet," 
Irwin  says.  "Although  usually 
everyone  was  very  talkative,  we  were 
all  thinking  about  our  future.  What  is 
going  to  happen  when  we  venture  out 
into  space?" 
I  I 

"Lord,"  he  says  he 
remembers  praying, 
"you've  lifted  me  up  so 
high  and  now  you've  let 
me  drop  so  low." 

"I  was  thinking  about  what  the  doc- 
tors had  said:  'Captain  Irwin,  you'll 
never  fly  again.'  And  here  I  was  getting 
ready  to  go  the  moon." 

Such  is  the  stuff  of  childhood 
dreams. 

They  strapped  Irwin,  Dave  Scott, 
and  Al  Worden  into  a  tiny  capsule  on 
top  of  36  stories  of  raw  power.  And 


HERALD/September  1986 


GRACE 


they  waited.  The  instrument  lights 
danced  on  their  visors.  And  they 
waited. 

"It  seemed  like  forever,"  Irwin  says. 
"There  was  nothing  to  do." 

Irwin,  however,  says  he  felt  little 
fear. 

"Because  of  my  faith  and  commit- 
ment to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I  knew 
where  I  was  going  if  I  didn't  come 
back,"  Irwin  says. 

The  last  minute  passed  quickly.  He 
heard  the  word  "ignition"  followed  by 
a  tremendous  roar.  He  felt  the  savage 
power. 

"What  a  happy  moment  that  was," 
Irwin  says,  "almost  the  happiest  mo- 
ment in  my  life.  (I  cried)  tears  of  joy. 
I  ~1 

"I  was  thinking  about 
what  the  doctors  had 
said:  'Captain  Irwin, 
you'll  never  fly  again.' 
And  I  was  getting  ready 
to  go  the  moon." 

I  was  finally  doing  what  I  had  been 
prepared  my  whole  life  to  do." 

His  first  view  of  earth  from  space 
was  impressive. 

"Here  I  was  looking  at  the  earth,"  Ir- 
win says.  "It  was  beautiful  and  fragile. 
I  sensed  I  could  almost  hold  the  earth 
in  my  hands  because  it  was  so  small. 
And  then  to  land  on  a  new  world,  a 
distant  world,  to  land  on  the  moon." 

It  was,  Irwin  says,  a  "strange  world." 

Some  of  the  strangeness  was  lost  in 
the  tasks  they  had  to  perform  -  tak- 
ing pictures,  collecting  more  than  180 
pounds  of  rock  sample  and  perform- 
ing scientific  experiments.  They  had 
been  trained  for  so  long  that  Irwin 
says  he  "felt  at  home." 

But  there  was,  Irwin  says,  the  un- 
mistakable sense  of  God. 

"The  thing  that  really  touched  my 
soul,"  Irwin  says,  "was  sensing  that 
God  was  there.  I  didn't  see  God,  but 
I  felt  his  presence  there." 

The  presence  of  the  earth  -  a  dis- 
tant earth  -  also  left  a  lasting  impres- 
sion on  Irwin. 

'  'We  felt  so  fortunate  and  blessed  to 
see  the  earth  (from  that  perspective)," 


Irwin  says.  "It's  so  beautiful  -  just  a 
beautiful  blue  jewel  in  the  blackness 
of  space.  Then  I  started  looking  for 
some  life  because  I  knew  that  all  of 
you  were  out  there,  but  I  couldn't  see 
any  of  you  because  you  were  too 
small.  There  was  no  evidence  of  life  at 
all  on  the  blue  planet." 

That  sight,  Irwin  says,  made  him 
feel  "very  small"  but,  curiously,  "very 
special." 

"I  was  reminded  of  John  3:16,"  Ir- 
win says.  "Let  me  just  paraphrase  it 
for  you,  'For  God  so  loves  the  blue 
planet,  that  He  sent  His  one  and  only 
son;  for  those  who  would  believe  in 
Him,  wouldn't  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life.'" 

That  view  from  earth  -  from  "God's 
perspective"  -  changed  Jim  Irwin  - 
his  dreams,  his  principles  and  his  life. 

"I  came  back  with  a  new  apprecia- 
tion for  the  big  blue  planet,"  Irwin 
says.  "I  thought  that  I  had  viewed  it 
as  God  must  have  viewed  it.  I  came 
back  with  a  new  love  for  people  on  the 
earth  and  a  new  love  for  the  Lord  and 
a  desire  to  serve  Him." 

"When  I  came  back  to  the  earth  I 
rededicated  my  life  to  the  Lord  and 
said,  'Lord  here  am  I,  use  me  as  an  in- 
strument of  your  love.'" 

It  has  been  15  years  since  James  Ir- 
win walked  on  the  moon  and  ex- 
perienced its  strangeness,  its  majes- 
ty, its  sense  of  the  spiritual.  Since  that 
time,  he  has  lived  a  great  deal  of  his 
life  in  Holiday  Inns  or  Super  6  Motels. 


"I  came  back  with  a  new 
appreciation  for  the 
blue  planet,"  Irwin  says. 
"I  thought  that  I  had 
viewed  it  as  God  must 
have  viewed  it. 

He  has  been  around  and  around  the 
world  to  places  that  "he  has  never 
even  heard  of."  Maybe  a  town  in  the 
Nebraska  plains  or  in  the  Indiana 
cornfields. 

The  moon  is  a  light  in  the  sky.  He 
knows  that  he  will  probably  never 
return. 


But  that's  alright,  he  says,  he  has  a 
much  more  important  mission. 

"I  tell  people  all  over  the  earth  that 
Jesus  walking  on  the  earth  was  more 
important  than  man  walking  on  the 
moon,"  Irwin  says.  "That's  the  most 
important  thing  that  I  can  say.  I  think 
that  the  most  important  thing  that 
ever  happened  on  the  blue  planet  was 
the  visit  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  was  when 
God  revealed  His  great  love  for  each 
one  of  us  and  He  changed  the  destiny 
of  the  human  race."  herald 
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ment Department. 
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In  discipling  new  con- 
verts one  key  concept 
makes  all  the  dif- 
ference whether  in 
France  or  America. 


is  where  to 

START 


by  KENT  GOOD 


C 


onfusion.  After  the  joy  of 
leading  your  friend  or  neighbor  to 
Christ  and  the  investment  of  much 
time  and  energy  in  "discipleship",  he 
or  she  falls  away. 

Why?  What  went  wrong?  How  could 
such  a  promising  convert  fail  so 
miserably  as  a  "Christian"  or  perhaps 
worse  yet,  rejoin  Satan's  camp?  And, 
though  it  seems  minimal  by  com- 
parison, how  could  so  much  effort 
give  so  little  return? 

After  several  years  of  introducing 
people  to  Christ  in  a  church-planting 
situation  and  seeking  to  incorporate 
them  into  the  local  church,  I 
discovered  in  my  own  conception  of 
evangelism/discipleship  an  important 
flaw.  Though  much  of  our  method- 
ology was  good  and  even  biblical,  a 
number  of  people  in  whom  we  (the 
missionary  team  in  Chalon,  France) 
invested  heavily  either  stagnated  or 
fell  away.  Without  any  miracle  tests  for 
discovering  the  "elect",  we  needed  to 
find  out  who  were  the  teachable  peo- 
ple with  whom  to  spend  time  in 
discipleship.  We  found  the  answer  in 
the  most  basic  teaching  of  Jesus. 

For  Jesus,  the  basic  element  of  His 
discipleship  of  men  and  women  was 
His  own  Lordship.  All  other  points  of 
His  teaching  were  subordinated  to 
this  central  issue.  If  He  is  Lord,  then 
His  Word  is  to  be  obeyed.  If  He  is  Lord, 
then  His  followers  will  turn  the  other 
cheek  when  mistreated,  suffer  abuse 
financially  for  his  name  and  wash 
other  disciples'  feet  in  deference  to  His 
commands. 

If  Jesus  is  truly  accepted  as  Lord, 
these  and  all  His  other  teachings  will 
eventually  find  their  expression  in  the 
lives  of  His  disciples. 

Christ's  Lordship  cannot  be  di- 
vorced from  the  call  to  salvation.  "If 
anyone  would  come  after  me,"  Jesus 
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said,  "he  must  deny  himself  and 
take  up  his  cross  daily  and  follow 
me.  For  whoever  wants  to  save  his 
life  will  lose  it  .  .  ."  Luke  9:23-24. 

If  my  initial  supposition  doesn't 
agree  with  your  theology  (it  didn't  with 
mine  for  a  long  time),  that's  fine,  but 
at  least  recognize  that  Christ's  Lord- 
ship is  the  first  and  foremost  point  of 
any  adequate  discipleship/follow-up. 
You  see,  the  major  malfunction  in  our 
first  years  in  Chalon  was  that  we  made, 
baptized,  and  added  to  the  church  con- 
verts who  weren't  necessarily  disciples. 


I  assume  the  response  of  some  who 
would  point  out  that  Jesus  Himself 
foretold  of  weeds  growing  up  in  the 
field  where  only  good  seed  had  grown; 
weeds  which  will  be  removed  by  the 
Son  of  Man  only  at  the  end  of  the 
Church  age  (Matthew  13:36-42).  Yes, 
it  is  impossible  to  outwit  totally  our 
adversary,  the  Devil.  After  all,  he's 
been  at  his  unholy  business  for 
millenia:  we,  for  a  very  short  time.  But 
this  is  no  excuse  for  closing  our  eyes 
to  the  apparent  lack  of  fruit  in  some 
of  the  "weeds"  whom  we  baptize  and 
accept  on  our  church  rolls. 

Jesus  said  to  make  and  baptize 
"disciples"  (Matthew  28:19).  Does  this 
not  assume  some  preparation  in 
teaching  the  basics  of  Christ's  Lord- 
ship and  its  applications  -  the  cost 
which  Jesus  said  one  should  count 
before  deciding  to  follow  Him  (Luke 
14:25-33)? 

The  three  thousand  converted  and 
baptized  during  the  Pentecost  celebra- 
tion described  in  Acts  2  knew  of  the 
wrath  of  the  Jewish  leaders  toward 
Jesus  and  of  the  penalty  of  losing 
their  place  in  the  synagogue  if  they 
decided  to  follow  Him  (John  9:22).  But 
perhaps  as  well,  they  were  among  the 
crowds  which  had  their  bellies  filled 
from  a  little  boy's  meal  or  the  in- 
terested bystanders  of  a  sermon  given 
on  a  grassy  hillside  or  spectators  of  a 
temple  purging.  It  seems  likely  that 
these  had,  at  least,  counted  the  cost 
which  their  discipleship  would  exact 
(Hebrews  10:32-39). 

As  a  result  of  the  preceding  reflec- 
tions, the  Chalon,  France,  Church  has 
developed  a  series  of  ten  studies  as 
preparatory  steps  to  baptism  or 
church  membership.  They  emphasize 
Scripture  application  in  character 
development  (more  doctrinally- 
oriented  studies  are  available  through 
the  regional  Bible  institute).  The  ten 
preliminary  studies  are  presented  as 
follows: 

1.  The  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  (prin- 
ciples of  cross-bearing) 

2.  A  New  Beginning:  Forgiveness  and 
Freedom  from  the  Bondage  of  Sin 

3.  Submission    to    God-ordained 
Authority  Structures 


4.  The  Use  of  the  Word  of  God  in 
Character  Building 

5.  Prayer  and  Spiritual  Battle 

6.  The  Role  of  Each  Christian  in  the 
Local  Church 

7.  Learning  How  to  Get  Along  with 
Other  Christians  ("agape"  applied) 

8.  Suffering:  a  Tool  of  Sanctification  in 
the  Eternal  Plan  of  God 

9.  Salt  and  Light:  Living  Visibly  the 
Life  of  Christ 

10.  Personal  Testimony  by  Word  and 
Baptism 

Each  of  the  studies  is  presented  in 
the  light  of  the  original  question:  if 
Jesus  is  Lord  and  His  Word  says 
forgiveness  is  granted  once  and  for  all, 
or  that  we  are  not  obliged  to  sin,  then 
there  is  no  questioning  His  Word  --  it 
is  as  He  said.  Or,  if  Jesus  is  Lord  and 
He  says  to  submit  to  your  husband, 
employer,  government,  or  to  your 
church  elders,  then  we  don't  seek  to 
change  the  principles,  just  to  obey 
them. 

The  Chalon  Church  and  the  mis- 
sionaries working  there  are  far  from 
perfect;  no  doubt  many  of  your 
churches  more  adequately  represent 
the  body  of  Christ.  France  has  been 
void  of  any  pervasive  gospel  influence 
for  several  centuries.  The  result  is  a 
country  spiritually  impoverished. 
Teaching  and  insisting  upon  the 
basics  is  the  only  groundwork  upon 
which  to  build  a  future,  herald 


Kent  Good  and  his  wife 
Becky  served  in  Chalon, 
France.  A  church  has  been 
established  there  and  a 
French  pastor  is  assuming 
the  leadership  of  the  con- 
gregation. The  Goods  are 
now  living  in  Dijon.  France, 
to  begin  another  church 
planting  effort. 
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by  JACK  CHURCHILL 
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T 


>he  main  thing  about 
Christianity  is  not  the  work  we  do,  but 
the  relationship  we  maintain  and  the 
atmosphere  produced  by  that  rela- 
tionship. That  is  all  God  asks  us  to 
look  after,  and  it  is  the  one  thing  that 
is  constantly  being  assailed"  (Oswald 
Chambers). 

I  recorded  that  statement  over  40 
years  ago  in  the  fly-leaf  of  my  Bible, 
and  the  Lord  has  used  the  words  to 
help  me  evaluate  my  walk  with  Him. 
More  often  than  I  want  to  admit,  He 
has  made  me  aware  that  my  relation- 
ship in  the  sense  of  fellowship,  com- 
munion, and  enjoyment  of  Him  has 
become  starved  and  stagnant.  I 
thought  all  was  well  because  I  was  so 


busy  for  Him.  Aren't  Christians, 
especially  pastors  and  missionaries, 
supposed  to  be  busy  all  the  time? 

Three  passages  in  Scripture  have 
helped  me  keep  the  correct  perspec- 
tive as  to  who  is  to  be  "first." 

First,  I  need  to  love  Him  above  all. 
The  Lord's  rebuke  to  the  Ephesians 
about  having  left  their  "first  love" 
(Revelation  2:4)  and  throwing  a 
shadow  over  all  their  "works",  makes 
it  clear  that  He  must  be  our  "first 
love".  It  is  for  our  own  good  that  He  is 
first. 

Second,  I  need  to  seek  His  in- 
terests -  the  good,  pure,  holy  things 
that  He  is  concerned  about.  Matthew 
6:33  states  it  clearly:  "Seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you."  He  has 
faithfully  carried  out  His  side  through 
15  years  of  missionary  service  in 
Argentina  and  20  in  Mexico,  even 
though  I  must  confess  to  failure  on  my 
part. 

Third,  I  need  to  do  everything  to 


please  Him.  "And  whatever  you  do, 
do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord  and  not 
to  men"  (Colosians  3:23).  My  main 
purpose  and  delight  should  be  to  have 
His  approval  for  all  I  do.  At  the  same 
time  I  must  be  careful  that  this  does 
not  lead  into  a  self-righteous  disregard 
for  the  feelings  and  rights  of  others. 

Yes,  our  Lord  has  every  right  to  say, 
"I  am  first",  because  He  is.  Some  day 
every  knee  will  bow  and  every  tongue 
will  confess  Him  Lord  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father  (Philippians  2:10,11). 
He  just  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  put 
it  into  practice  here  and  now  so  that 
we  can  begin  to  enjoy  the  abundant 
life  that  will  unfold  for  eternity. 

Antonio  Viramontes  went  to  be  with 
the  Lord  several  months  ago  after  a 
long  and  painful  illness  that  finally 
resulted  in  the  amputation  of  both 
legs.  Already  ill,  but  still  cheerful  and 
optimistic  as  usual,  he  shared 
something  that  impressed  me  a  great 
deal. 

When  he  accepted  Christ  years  ago, 
one  of  his  brothers  rebuked  him  with, 
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"So,  you've  become  one  of  those 
'evangelicos'!  It's  just  so  you  can  keep 
getting  something  out  of  them!"  He 
was  referring  to  the  occasional  gifts  of 
used  clothing  and  food  distributed  to 
those  in  need.  Antonio's  reply  was, 
"Yes,  that's  exactly  it.  It's  for  what  I  get 
out  of  it  that  I've  become  a  Christian. 
But  it's  not  for  the  things  they  give  me, 
it's  for  the  salvation  that  Christ  gives 
me."  Antonio  is  now  enjoying  the 
presence  of  Christ  because  he  put 
Him  first.  Thanks,  Antonio,  for  your 
example.  How  foolish  to  be  attracted 
by  things,  even  the  "things"  of  the 
Gospel,  and  fail  to  know  Him. 

She  walks  slowly  up  the  steep  hill 
where  her  church,  the  Grace  Brethren 
Good  Shepherd  Church  is  located  in 
Tijuana.  Sometimes  she  walks  close 
to  half  a  mile  alone  with  her  walking 
stick.  Other  times  one  of  the  members 
walks  with  her.  Only  rarely  does  she 
get  a  ride  in  a  car.  Her  name  is 
Josefina  Vasquez,  but  she  is  known  to 
all  as  the  "Abuelita",  the  "Little 
Grandma". 

She  is  not  sure  how  old  she  is  -- 
somewhere  between  80  and  90.  She 
is  very  wrinkled  and  very  frail.  That's 
what  you  see  on  the  outside.  But 
under  that  exterior  lies  a  dedication 
to  her  Lord  and  to  His  work.  She  often 
states  that  she  really  has  nothing  to 
contribute  and  that  she  is  a  bother  to 
any  of  us  who  have  to  help  her. 

Quite  the  contrary.  Her  effort  to  be 
at  church  and  take  part  in  the  services 
is  a  testimony  and  a  rebuke  to  the 
many  younger  and  stronger  who  for 
lesser  reasons  fail  to  come.  Nobody 
would  even  dare  suggest  that  she  is 
trying  to  impress  anyone.  She  just 
wants  the  Lord  to  be  first  in  her  life 
and  makes  the  effort  to  prove  it.  She 
is  a  delight  to  be  around.  Thank  you, 
Abuelita,  for  your  example! 

In  a  quiet,  middle  class  neighbor- 
hood in  Irapuato,  Mexico,  some  1,000 
miles  south  of  the  border,  live  Elias 
and  Virginia  Delgadillo.  Their 
telephone  rings  frequently.  They 
aren't  unwanted  sales  calls,  although 
they  are  in  answer  to  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  classified  section  of  the 
city  newspaper.  It  reads,  "God  says  in 
times  of  crisis  call  on  me  and  I  will 


answer  -  Jeremiah  33:3.  Call  me  at 
7-00-11  and  I  will  pray  for  you." 

And  the  calls  come,  expressing 
needs  of  every  kind  that  Elias  and  his 
wife  seek  to  answer  with  Scripture 
and  prayer.  As  a  result  of  this  unique 
means  of  outreach,  a  body  of  believers 
is  being  formed.  Several  baptismal 
services  and  a  communion  service 
have  been  held,  a  property  has  been 
donated,  and  house  meetings  set  up. 
All  of  this  since  November  of  1985! 

During  the  1970s  and  into  the  80s, 
the  Delgadillos  were  comfortably 
making  money  in  San  Pedro,  Califor- 
nia. The  Lord  got  through  to  them  and 
turned  lukewarmness  into  a  burning 
desire  to  return  to  their  home  city  of 
Irapuato  and  start  a  Grace  Brethren 
church.  Without  any  guaranteed  sup- 
port or  any  appreciable  savings,  they 
moved  back  home  after  fifteen  years. 
With  the  ads  in  the  newspaper  the 
phone  began  to  ring. 

On  a  visit  in  February,  we  were  able 
to  see  something  of  what  the  Lord  is 
doing  there.  Subsequent  visits  from 
Walter  Haag  from  Mexico  City  have 
helped  orient  and  establish  the  new 
believers.  The  secret  behind  it  all  is  a 
couple  willing  to  put  the  Lord  above 
any  interests  they  could  easily  have 
held  on  to,  such  as  a  more  secure 
financial  situation,  retirement  with  a 
good  pension,  and  more  properties. 

Risky?  Impractical?  Unorthodox? 
Maybe,  but  the  Lord  seems  pleased. 
Satan  is  aware,  of  course,  and  has  his 
troops  on  alert  for  an  attack.  So,  pray. 
Thank  you,  Elias  and  Virginia,  for 
your  example! 

Is  the  Lord  finding  something  in  me 
and  in  you  to  show  that  He  is  our  first 
love,  our  highest  interest,  and  our 
heart's  delight?  herald 
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Lord,  do  I  have  to  open  up  my 
prayer  journal  for  others  to  see?  I  feel 
terribly  vulnerable.  Why?  Maybe  it's 
because  I  think  people  expect  a  mis- 
sionary to  be  a  spiritual  giant.  I  can't 
kid  you.  Lord.  You  see  the  depths  of 
my  heart  and  know  the  struggles  I 
can't  even  put  into  words. 

You  know  that  my  time  with  You 
isn't  as  regular  as  the  rising  sun. 
Some  mornings  fatigue  wins  out  or  a 
toddler's  cheery  voice  saying,  "Mom- 


my, when  can  we  eat  breakfast?" 
Forgive  me.  I  do  thank  You,  Lord,  that 
I  pray  because  it's  something  that  I 
know  that  I  desperately  need.  And, 
Lord,  You're  only  a  thought  away  all 
through  the  day  -  a  fantastic  source 
of  strength  and  guidance. 

Reading  and  studying  Your  Word 
isn't  some  sort  of  a  good  luck  charm 
that  will  see  me  through  the  day,  but 
a  necessity  for  consistent  growth. 
Help  me,  Lord,  to  daily  make  it  a 
priority  .  .  .  the  most  important  ap- 
pointment of  the  day.  Should  my 
favorite  time,  early  morning,  not  work 
out,  help  me  open  up  a  slot  right  after 
lunch,  and  should  that  fail,  before 
bedtime.  Thank  You  for  examples  of 
godly  people  who  realized  that  the 
busier  they  were,  the  more  time  they 
needed  to  spend  with  You.  My  vision 
is  limited.  I  need  your  eyes,  God,  so 
that  I  can  see  life  from  an  eternal 
perspective.  Only  then  can  I  make 
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wise  decisions  about  the  activities  of 
daily  living. 

You  remember,  Lord,  when  that 
African  came  by  to  talk  and  I  felt 
pressed  for  time.  I  thought,  "I'll  just 
ask  him  what  he  wants."  Then  the 
thought  went  through  my  mind,  "No, 
that's  not  the  African  way,  I  must  sit 
down  with  this  person  and  chat  and 
then  the  purpose  of  the  visit  will  be 
explained."  Thank  You,  Lord,  for 
reminding  me  that  people  are  more 
important  than  projects. 

And  on  this  matter  of  personal 
godliness,  God,  You  realize  how  much 
Satan  would  like  to  defeat  us  in  this 
area.  Heavenly  Father,  teach  me 
humility  --  that's  a  tough  one.  In  this 
land  we're  the  ones  who  have  so  much: 
money,  materials,  position,  and  power. 
It's  so  easy  to  be  puffed  up  .  . .  my  idea 
is  best,  I  wouldn't  do  it  that  way. 

Lord,  I  need  more  of  the  following: 
a  teachable  spirit,  the  tenderness  to 
forgive  and  deal  with  bitterness, 
criticism  and  manipulation.  I  thank 
You  that  there  are  people  praying  that 
my  life  will  be  an  example  of 
Christ-likeness. 

And  God,  continue  to  build  a  mis- 
sionary team  characterized  by  love 
and  unity.  Send  laborers  to  this  land 
that  has  open  doors  for  evangelization 
to  reach  and  unreached  peoples  and 
a  desperate  need  for  discipleship 
training  for  thousands  of  Christians. 

Now,  I  pray  especially  for  Miriam,  an 
Arab  woman  with  whom  a  friendship 
is  developing.  She's  known  a  number 
of  missionaries  over  the  years  and  has 
heard  the  Gospel.  I  pray  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  would  convict  her  heart  of  sin 
and  open  her  eyes  to  the  truth. 

Father,  don't  let  me  be  complacent 
about  the  many  Muslims  that  five 
times  daily  and  ever  so  religiously 
pray  to  Allah,  seeking  God  Almighty's 
favor.  I  thank  You,  God,  that  the  Arabs 
are  eager  for  dental  care  and  many  of 
them  can  afford  it.  As  David  and  the 
dental  nurses  work  with  these  people, 
help  them  give  loving  care  so  that  in 
Your  time  they  may  explain  the  gift  of 
salvation. 

God,  I  want  to  thank  You  for  the 
strength  and  health  You  gave  us  while 
we  collected  the  oral  health  data.  You 


saw  us  through  the  322  dental  exams 
and  the  100  interviews  about  oral 
health  habits  and  beliefs  in  ten 
villages.  Help  us  to  put  to  good  use  for 
Your  kingdom,  the  understanding  we 
gained  by  doing  this  research.  Make 
me  willing  to  consistently  analyze  the 
data  and  write  up  the  results.  Prepare 
hearts  to  receive  Your  Word  as  we  go 
back  to  these  villages  next  year. 

Lord,  I  must  not  forget  one  of  the 
most  important  responsibilities 
You've  given  me  -  my  two  sons.  How 
dear  they  are  and  I  need  wisdom  from 
You  to  properly  encourage  their 
growth  and  development  in  the  direc- 
tion of  godly  character.  Give  me  pa- 
tience as  I  daily  teach  them  pre-school 
with  the  help  of  our  little  rabbit  pup- 
pet, "Clever".  God,  You  are  the  author 
of  imagination.  Give  me  a  portion,  I 
pray,  that  I  may  creatively  and  en- 
thusiastically prepare  them  for  a  life 
of  service  for  You. 

And  their  many  questions  Lord  .  .  . 
"why?  why?  why?"  Help  me  to  eager- 
ly answer.  It  won't  be  long  before  they'll 
be  leaving  home  and  I  won't  be  around 
to  give  them  my  explanations. 

Heavenly  Father,  my  unsaved 
relatives  and  friends  seem  so  far  away. 
You  know  their  hearts.  As  I  name 
them,  please  send  Your  Holy  Spirit  to 
convict  their  hearts  of  sin  and  open 
their  deaf  ears  to  Your  call. 

One  final  thing,  Lord.  The  battle's 
raging  and  I'm  no  spiritual  giant.  I  feel 
like  a  toddler  making  his  way  across 
the  room  in  his  dad's  shoes.  There  is 
so  much  room  for  growth.  Don't  let 
people  forget  to  pray  for  us.  And  give 
me  the  desire  to  do  what  it  takes  to 
grow  in  righteousness. 

In  Your  name  I  pray,  Lord  Jesus, 

AMEN.    H6RSLD 
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Karen  Dougherty  is  a  first 
term  missionary  in  the  Cen- 
tral African  Republic.  Karen 
is  a  nurse  and  has  a  PhD  in 
Sociology.    Her    husband. 
Dave,  is  a  dentist,  reopening 
the  dental  work  and  training 
program  in  the  C.A.R.  The 
Doughertys  have  two  sons, 
Nathan  and  Sean. 

In  a  missionary's 
busy  schedule,  where 
does  daily  time  spent 
with  the  Lord  fit? 
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Are  We  the 


'WOMEN 

God  Wants  Us  To  BeN 


by  LETITIA  COFFMAN 


T 


Hawaii's  district  WMC 
president  challenges 
women  to  get  back  to 
the  basics  in  WMC. 


"here  is  a  growing  lack  of  support 
and  participation  for  our  Grace 
Brethren  WMC  organization.  I  learned 
last  summer  at  the  National  Board 
Meetings  in  Colorado  that  this  is  a 
nation-wide  trend  from  Alaska  to 
Florida.  There  is  certainly  evidence  for 
being  alarmed. 

Other  districts  reported  that  the 
women  are  meeting  for  such  activities 
as  color  analysis  to  find  out  if  they  are 
a  "summer,  autumn,  winter,  or 
spring,"  aerobic  classes  to  firm  and 
trim,  health  and  diet  lectures,  craft 
classes  including  basket  weaving, 
ceramics,  stitchery,  tole  painting,  etc., 
parties  for  home  decorating,  and  so 
on.  One  church  calendar  I  read  had 
four  swim  exercise  classes  a  week. 

Yes,  women  are  getting  together  and 
these  activities  are  all  good,  enjoyable 
and  rewarding.  But  ladies,  let's  take  a 
careful  look  at  where  we  are  headed! 

The  cry  of  women  in  the  70s  and 
80s  has  been  to  stand  up  and  be 
noticed.  Our  drooping  self-images 
have  been  improved  and  we  are  learn- 
ing to  like  ourselves,  but  is  our  God 
pleased? 

In  I  Samuel  16:7  we  read  that  the 


Lord  sees  not  as  man  sees,  for  man 
looks  on  the  outward  appearance  but 
the  Lord  looks  on  the  heart.  And  in 
Proverbs  31:30,  charm  and  grace  are 
deceptive,  and  beauty  is  vain  because 
it  is  not  lasting,  but  a  woman  who 
reverently  and  worshipfully  fears  the 
Lord,  she  shall  be  praised.  Finally  in 
I  Peter  3:3,4,  "Let  not  yours  be  mere- 
ly the  external  adorning  with 
elaborate  interweaving  and  knotting 
of  the  hair,  the  wearing  of  jewelry  or 
changes  of  clothes:  but  let  it  be  the  in- 
ward adorning  and  beauty  of  the  hid- 
den person  of  the  heart  with  the  incor- 
ruptible and  unfading  charm  of  a  gen- 
tle and  peaceful  spirit  which  is  very 
precious  in  the  sight  of  God." 

We  are  body,  soul,  and  spirit  -  what 
part  are  we  giving  the  most  em- 
phasis? Are  we  finely  tuned  or  out  of 
balance? 

I  believe  that  WMC  can  help  you 
become  a  woman  with  whom  God  is 
pleased.  The  purpose  of  WMC,  as 
stated  in  their  Constitution,  is  two- 
fold. First,  to  promote  the  cause  of 
home  and  foreign  missionary  work. 
Second,  to  enrich  spiritual  life 
through  Bible  study,  prayer  and 
witnessing. 

Never  before  in  Brethren  history 
have  so  many  presented  themselves 
for  service  on  the  foreign  fields. 
Twenty-eight  are  currently  appointed, 
many  for  this  year.  But  these  who  go 
are  only  a  part  of  the  team.  This  was 
best  illustrated  for  me  by  Rev.  Mike 
Kaneshiro,    C.E.F.    missionary    to 
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Japan.  It  works  like  two  chopsticks  -- 
top  one  goes  out  and  makes  the  ac- 
tion, bottom  one  stands  firm  and  sup- 
ports the  other.  What  can  be  ac- 
complished with  one  chopstick? 
Nothing!  It  takes  two  working  together 
to  reach  the  goal. 

We  are  not  all  called  to  a  foreign 
field,  neither  are  we  all  supposed  to  go, 
but  we  need  to  be  that  firm  support 
-  that  supportive  bottom  chopstick  - 
so  together  we  can  get  the  job  com- 
pleted. We  at  home  are  a  vital  part  of 
the  team. 

Friendship  is  a  two-way  relationship 
giving  and  receiving.  Through  WMC 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
become  familiar  with  our  mis- 
sionaries, and  give  to  their  personal 
needs.  Ask  any  veteran  missionary 
and  he  will  gladly  tell  you  what  the 
WMC  ladies  have  meant  to  him  and 
his  mission  in  years  past.  I'm  con- 
cerned that  our  mission  force  is  grow- 
ing, while  our  home  front  is 
shrinking. 

In  the  midst  of  our  busy  schedules 
we  need  to  be  reminded  about  keep- 
ing close  to  our  "very  best  friend." 
Jesus.  The  1985-1986  WMC  Bible 
studies  on  prayer  helped  us  think 
about  how  God  desires  to  com- 
municate with  us  and  how  we  can 
reciprocate! 

God  has  a  plan  for  your  involvement 
in  reaching  out  to  the  world.  Are  your 
priorities  centered  around  self,  self- 
improvement,  personal  pleasures,  and 
the  accumulation  of  "things,"  or  is 
Jesus  Christ,  the  will  of  God,  and  the 
advancement  of  His  Kingdom 
number  one  in  your  life?  WMC  is 
designed  to  help  you  become  that 
woman  God  wants  you  to  be.  Are  you 

Willing?    HH5JLD 


Letitia  Coffman  is  pastor's  wife  at  the  Rain- 
bow Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Ewa  Beach, 
Hawaii.  She  has  been  very  active  in  WMC 
through  the  years  and  is  her  district's  WMC 
president. 


OFFERING 


Offering 
Opportunity 
Home  Missions 

Goal:  $9,000 

Deadline: 

Send  before  December  10,  1986 

Our  offering  will  help  construct  the 
Angle  Garber  House  at  the  Navajo 
Mission  in  Counselor,  New  Mexico. 
This  building  will  have  6  to  8  apart- 
ments to  help  house  temporary  help 
and  visitors  at  the  Navajo  Mission. 

Thank 
Offering 

Goal:  $1.50  per  year  per  member 

Deadline: 

Send  before  December  10,  1986 

This  year  our  Thank  Offering  will 
go  to  the  Grace  Brethren  Christian 
Education  Department  for  a  typeset- 
ting computer.  This  will  be  used  to 
help  produce  the  voluminous 
amount  of  materials  CE  carries,  in- 
cluding SMM  materials. 
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TEACHING  THE 


Floyd  and  Ann 
Waggoner  teach 
Scripture  memory 
through  Bible 
Quizzing. 


inish  the  verse,"  reads  the 
quizmaster,  "Perseverr  ..."  He's  cut 
short  by  the  shout,  "NCO,  three."  He 
looks  up,  then  back  down  at  his  notes. 

"Perseverance  must  finish  its  work 
.  .  ."  The  quizzer  pauses,  crosses  her 
arms  and  looks  down  at  the  floor.  "So 
that  you  might  be  mature  and  com- 
plete," another  pause,  "not  lacking 
anything."  She  raises  her  head  and 
looks  into  the  eyes  of  the  quizmaster, 
"James  1:4"  and  smiles  through  a 
sigh. 

Silence.  The  master  looks  at  his 
papers.  "I'm  sorry,"  he  says,  ".  .  .  that 
you  MAY  be  mature  and  complete  ..." 

And  so  goes  a  typical  bad  dream  for 
the  hundreds  of  youth  and  their 
coaches  who  compete  in  GBC  Chris- 
tian Education's  Bible  Quizzing 
program. 

Floyd  and  Ann  Waggoner  know  the 
feeling  when  such  a  dream  turns 
reality.  They've  been  involved  in  Bible 
quizzing  for  sixteen  years,  coaching 
as  a  team  for  the  last  eleven  years. 


After  a  five  year  lull  the  Waggoners 
took  a  team  to  the  Bible  Quizzing 
championships  at  Brethren  National 
Youth  Conference  in  1983.  They  were 
"blown  away,"  recalls  Floyd.  "We  were 
surprised  in  the  quality  of  quizzing. 
Our  youth  prepared  well  and  had  all 
the  material  memorized,  but  we  didn't 
train  them  to  jump  at  the  first  or  se- 
cond word  of  the  question.  So  we  went 
home  and  changed  our  methods  of 
preparing  for  nationals." 

It  worked.  The  next  two  years  they 
brought  first  place  honors  to  the  Wag- 
goners and  NCO.  Last  month  they 
were  in  the  running  again  at  the  1986 
finals,  hoping  for  a  third  consecutive 
win. 

Their  technique  for  success  isn't 
much  of  a  secret.  It's  called  "hard 
work"  and  "commitment." 

At  their  local  church,  the  Grace 
Brethren  Chapel  in  Fremont,  Ohio, 
they  ask  quizzers  to  memorize  word- 
perfect  at  least  one  verse  a  week, 
spend  one  half-hour  a  day  in  Scripture 
memory  and  review,  and  meet  once  a 
week  for  a  three-hour  team  practice. 
Floyd  believes  if  young  people  can  be 
in  athletics  or  band  practice  five  days 
a  week,  they  should  be  able  to  prac- 
tice with  the  quiz  team  once  a  week. 
And  if  they  can  be  in  a  school  practice 
for  two  or  three  hours  each  day,  they 
should  be  able  to  be  in  God's  Word  one 
half-hour  each  day. 

"Not  all  of  them  do  work,"  says 
Floyd,  "and  we  don't  kick  them  off  the 
team.  But  we  do  talk  to  them  about  it 
and  they  don't  have  the  fun  of  answer- 
ing the  questions  and  jumping  like 
the  other  kids  if  they  are  not  learning 
the  material." 

A  Saturday  morning  quiz  practice 
at  the  Waggoner's  house  is  something 
like  a  discipleship  meeting.  It  begins 
at  9:00  with  a  devotional  time  where 
each  quizzer  is  asked  to  share  one 
thing  they  have  learned  through  that 
week's  memorization  and  study.  Floyd 
and  Ann  want  their  youth  to  know  the 
passages  inside  and  out,  not  just  in 
memory  but  in  understanding  as  well. 
About  a  half-hour  later,  the  team 
divides  into  groups  of  two  for  quality 
time  in  prayer. 

Then  it's  time  to  work!  Most  of  their 
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morning  is  spent  in  groups  of  two 
with  quizzers  reciting  their  verses, 
asking  each  other  questions  and 
jumping  to  questions  asked  by  a 
coach.  Floyd  sees  this  type  of  training 
key,  "If  you  quiz  the  kids  as  a  group, 
there's  always  one  who  can  answer 
most  of  the  questions.  When  he 
quizzes  out,  then  the  second  best 
quizzer  answers  all  the  questions. 
There  are  two  or  three  who  sit  there 


"One  of  the  rewards  we 
have  is  to  hear 
testimonies  from  kids 
on  the  quiz  team  who 
were  able  to  recall  a 
verse  when  they  didn't 
have  a  Bible  or  were  try- 
ing to  talk  to  someone." 

the  whole  time  and  never  able  to 
answer  questions." 

If  a  student  comes  unprepared  -- 
and  it's  easy  to  know  --  he  or  she  is  not 
able  to  quiz  with  the  other  kids.  Ann 
takes  him  or  her  into  another  room 
where  they  work  on  memorizing 
verses.  "After  a  little  while,"  says  Ann, 
"they  don't  want  to  do  that  anymore 
because  they  like  to  jump  and  they 
like  the  fellowship  of  the  other  kids. 
It's  fun,  too,  for  all  of  us  to  work 
together." 

"Fun"  is  important  to  these  people. 
On  the  national  level,  where  Floyd  and 
Ann  are  working  with  the  best  in  the 
district,  their  intense  weekend  prac- 
tices are  actually  fun. 

A  Waggoner  touch  is  an  ice  cream 
chapter.  A  chapter  number  is  drawn 
from  a  hat  and  whoever  can  say  it  the 
fastest  with  the  fewest  errors  gets  to 
eat  an  ice  cream  cone  while  everyone 
else  watches. 

Some  of  his  top  district  quizzers 
could  do  commercials  for  Federal  Ex- 
press. Floyd  tracks  each  quizzer's 
memory  work  on  a  grid  listing  how 
fast  the  youth  quoted  the  chapter. 
Ann  says  some  can  say  it  so  fast  the 
coach  can't  keep  up  with  the  quizzer. 
Errors  are  also  recorded,  at  a  cost  of 
five  seconds  per  error  and  subtracted 


from  the  lapsed  time.  Competition 
builds  as  quizzers  strive  for  the  top 
speed. 

But  does  it  stick? 

"If  they  have  it  really  memorized," 
says  Floyd,  "it  sticks."  He  refers  to  one 
of  his  district  quizzers  who  is  close  to 
flawless  in  quoting  the  book  of  John, 
last  year's  material. 

"One  of  the  rewards  we  have,"  adds 
Ann,  "is  to  hear  testimonies  from  kids 
on  the  quiz  team  who  were  able  to 
recall  a  verse  when  they  don't  have  a 
Bible  or  were  trying  to  talk  to  some- 
one." 

As  Floyd  is  sitting  on  his  porch  talk- 
ing about  Bible  quizzing,  his  shirt 
pocket  is  weighted  with  3x5  cards, 
Scripture  verses  he's  memorizing. 
Ann  has  a  different  set.  She  puts  them 
up  in  her  kitchen.  They  believe 
everyone  should  be  memorizing  God's 
Word. 

"At  my  age,"  says  Floyd,  "I  may  not 
be  able  to  do  it  as  fast  as  the  fresher 
youth,  but  I  can  still  memorize.  It  just 
takes  more  work." 

To  the  quizzers,  he  tells  them  to 
steal  time.  To  work  on  verses  between 
classes,  as  they  travel  from  home  to 
school,  while  they  wash  dishes.  They 
carry  3x5  cards,  too. 

Then  "repetition"  is  stressed.  "Once 
you  have  a  verse  memorized,"  says 
Floyd,  "you  are  just  starting.  You  can 
memorize  a  verse  in  one  day.  Keeping 
it  requires  repetition." 


"Once  you  have  a  verse 
memorized  you  are  just 
starting.  You  can 
memorize  a  verse  in  one 
day.  Keeping  it  requires 
repetition." 

The  top  six  Grace  Brethren  Bible 
quizzers  in  the  nation,  win  either  a 
$500  scholarship  to  Grace  College  or 
money  toward  a  trip  to  a  Grace 
Brethren  mission  field.  Floyd  and  Ann 
favor  the  mission  experience.  They 
took  the  1985  champs  to  Mexico  City 
in  June. 

"It  gives  the  youth  a  college  educa- 
tion in  just  a  week  or  so,"  says  Floyd. 


"They  see  what  missionaries  do,  they 
work  with  them,  learn  about  the 
country  and  see  that  Christians  are 
the  same  all  over  the  world.  It's  a  great 
experience." 

Coaching  these  winning  teams  has 
had  an  impact  on  the  Waggoners. 
Their  son,  Tim,  and  his  family  are  in 
language  school  preparing  for  a 
ministry  in  Africa.  Their  daughter, 
Tonya,  is  making  plans  with  her  hus- 
band to  also  be  missionaries.  Floyd 
and  Ann  talk  about  their  own  in- 
terests in  missions  and  are  open  to 
however  God  might  use  them. 

Coaching  also  keeps  them  young. 
They  say  there  is  a  freshness  and  ex- 
citement that  comes  from  working 
with  young  people.  They  seem  hap- 
piest when  their  house  is  full  of  kids, 
when  Ann  is  tutoring  a  quizzer  after 
school,  or  when  Floyd  is  eating  ice 
cream  with  a  youth. 

As  much  as  they  love  Bible  quizz- 
ing and  have  given  their  lives  to  it, 
they  are  realistic.  "I'm  not  sure  it's 
THE  best  program,  but  it  is  a  good 
program,"  says  Floyd.  They  have  both 
success  stories  and  heart-breaks  -- 
kids  who  have  walked  away  from  God 
after  knowing  so  much.  Much  of  that 
ties  into  the  young  person's  family 
background  and  the  quality  of  sup- 
port they  receive  at  home. 

"But,"  says  Floyd,  "I  don't  know  of 
any  program  in  the  church  where 
there  are  not  successes  and  failures. 
We  realize  there  are  those  who  don't 
grow,  some  who  grow  a  little  and 
others  who  grow  a  lot.  Some  lives  are 
changed  a  little;  some  are  changed  a 
lot. 

"We  tell  some  kids  they  don't  need 
to  be  in  Bible  quizzing  anymore 
because  they  are  in  the  Word,  having 
consistent  devotions  and  memorizing 
Scripture  without  the  quiz  programs. 
But  they  want  to  continue,  they  like 

it.       H€R£LD 


Brad  Skiles  is  director  of  administration  for 
GBC  Christian  Education.  He  and  his  wife. 
Patti.  are  active  members  in  the  Winona 
Lake  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
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NEWS  UPDATE 


Annual  Address  Changes 

Burns,  Stephen:  627  Grandview  Ave., 

Sunnyside,  WA  98944 

Cosgrove,  Kenneth:  1703  Walnut  Ridge, 

Sanatoga,  PA  19464 

Devan,  Fred:  5922  Brethren,  Roanoke, 

VA  24014 

Graham,  Isaac  (Nancy):  Grand  Mezon 

Shin  Itami  4  Kai  412  Go  Shitsu,  Itami 

Shi  Minami  Machi  2  Chome  1-4,  Hyogo 

Ken;  664  Japan 

Hawkins,  Gilbert:  P.O.  Box  180,  Beaver 

City,  NE  68926-0180 

Jarrell,  Stephen:  450  Springfield  Dr., 

Woodstock,  GA  30188 

Nonnemacher,  Harry  J.:  Geistown  Grace 

Brethren  Church,  730  SunBerry  St., 

Johnstown,  PA  15904 

North  Pole  Grace  Brethren  Church:  P.O. 

Box  56982,  North  Pole,  AK  99705 

Peer,  Earle  E.:  721  Vancouver  Dr., 

Westerville,  OH  43081 

Smals,  Ron  (Susan):  908  Cribbs  St., 

Greensburgh,  PA  15601 

Welsh,  Ron:  Salem-Bend  Dr.,  Dayton, 

OH  45426,  Tel:  (513)  854-0396 

Young,  Jerry:  Rd  1  Box  113R, 

Manheim,  PA  17545-9784 


Marriages 

Ohio,  Ashland:  Kathy  Aulger  and  Stewart 
Bennett,  August  2,  1986.  Southview 
Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Indiana,  Berne:  Rosemary  Russell  and 
Michael  Boze,  September  6,  1986.  Bethel 
Brethren  Church. 


Deaths 

Pennsylvania,  Meyersdale:  Moses, 
Margaret  L,  51.  August  5,  1986. 
Meyersdale  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Iowa,  Leon:  Dyer,  Raymond,  79.  February 
23,  1986.  Leon  Brethren  Church. 
Iowa,  Leon:  Ross,  Leota,  79.  August  14, 
1986.  Leon  Brethren  Church. 


Alaska,  Kenai:  Hansen,  Leif,  22.  July  4, 

1986.  Kenai  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Washington,  Sunnyside:  Roderick, 

Harold.  June  13,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Washington,  Sunnyside:  DeYoung, 

Andrew.  July  19,  1986.  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Washington,  Sunnyside:  Rosberg,  Alfred. 

August  7,  1986.  Grace  Brethren  Church. 

Welsh,  Ron:  5870  Salem-Bend  Dr., 

Dayton,  OH  45426.  Tel:  (513)  854-0396. 

Young,  Jerry:  Rd  1  Box  113R, 

Manheim,  PA  17545-9784. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Florida,  Coral  Springs:  The  Grace 
Brethren  Church  of  Coral  Springs, 
Florida  is  being  formed;  with  Rev. 
Edward  Lewis  leading  this  new  work.  If 
you  are  living  in  the  area  of  Coral 
Springs  or  Margate,  please  contact  Rev. 
Lewis. 

Georgia,  Marietta:  Rev.  Steve  Jarrell, 
former  Grace  Brethren  Pastor  in 
Charlotte,  NC,  has  joined  Pastor  Dean 
Fetterhoff  on  the  staff  of  Grace  Brethren 
Church  of  Greater  Atlanta.  He  is 
Associate  Pastor  of  Evangelism  and 
Christian  Education.  Jarrell  assumed  his 
new  duties  August  17. 


Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Arnold  R. 
Kriegbaum,  former  editor  and  general 
manager  (1953-1961)  of  the  Brethren 
Missionary  Herald,  was  presented  with 
the  "Pioneer  Award"  for  his  vision  and 
leadership  in  Brethren  Publications.  Mr. 
Charles  Turner,  present  publisher  of  the 
HERALD,  made  the  presentation  at  the 
annual  musical  program,  prior  to  the 
1986  National  Conference. 


California,  Temple  City:  In  October 
1986,  after  15  years  of  service,  Pastor 
David  Willet  will  complete  his  ministry 
at  the  Temple  City  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  Future  plans  are  incomplete  at 
this  time. 

West  Virginia,  Martinsburg:  July  27, 
1986  was  a  memorable  day  at  Rose- 
mont  Grace  Brethren  Church.  A  licen- 
sure service  was  held  for  Hugo  Ronk, 
after  previously  being  examined  by  the 
MAD  Examining  Board.  The  congrega- 
tion is  thankful  to  have  men  willing  to 
study  the  Word  of  God  and  go  forward 
for  Christ. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  GBC  Christian 
Education  announced  their  endorsement 
of  Scripture  Press  Publications  at  the 
1986  National  CE  Convention,  August  4. 
Ed  Lewis,  executive  director  for  CE,  said 
the  endorsement  was  one  of  several 
steps  CE  is  making  to  "build-up"  Sun- 
day school.  The  endorsement  allows 
Grace  Brethren  churches  the  freedom  to 
choose  their  own  curriculum  publishers; 
but  helps  the  Christian  education  office 
to  focus  on  one  publisher,  becoming  ex- 
perts in  that  curriculum.  Lewis  also  said 
the  endorsement  is  meant  to  be  an  en- 
couragement to  churches  to  use  one 
publisher  for  curriculum  throughout  the 
birth  through  high  school  Sunday 
school  program.  "When  churches  pick 
and  choose  curriculum,"  says  Lewis, 
"continuity  breaks  down  and  the 
strategic  system  of  Bible  teaching 
established  by  most  publishers  is 
missed." 


Florida,  Okeechobee:  Little  Sisters 
Princess  Susan  Johnson,  and  Amigas 
Princess  Donelle  Feather,  represented 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Okeechobee  on  May  3,  1986  in  the 
South  Florida  District  Conference. 
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West  Virginia,  Martinsburg:  The  Rose- 
mont  Grace  Brethren  Church  gave  a 
farewell  fellowship  and  monetary  gift  to 
Associate  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Harry  J. 
Nonnemacher  on  July  30.  In  mid-August 
the  Nonnemacher's  assumed  the 
pastorate  at  the  Geistown  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  PA. 
Minnesota,  Bemidji:  1,376  youth  and 
adults  attended  the  1986  Brethren  Na- 
tional Youth  Conference,  August  9-15. 
The  second  largest  BNYC  in  attendance, 
the  week  featured  Pat  Hurley,  Dan  Allan, 
Jim  Custer,  and  Dan  Veldman  as 
speakers.  Over  300  public  decisions 
were  made.  "The  week  was  fantastic," 
said  Ed  Lewis,  executive  director  for  CE, 
"and  the  result  of  a  lot  of  prayer  behind 
the  scenes." 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  New  brochures 
describing  the  1987  TIME  (Training  in 
Missionary  Endeavor)  and  EMI  (Euro- 
Missions  Institute)  programs  are  now 
available  from  GBC  Christian  Education. 
The  application  deadline  for  1987  sum- 
mer ministries  is  November  30,  1986. 
Write  GBC  Christian  Education  for  more 
information. 

Pennsylvania,  Aleppo:  Pastor  Stephen 
Knierim  was  ordained  to  the  Brethren 
Ministry  on  June  28,  1986.  Rev.  John 
Lancaster  from  Westernport,  Maryland, 
was  the  speaker.  Pastors  John  Smith, 
Larry  Weigle,  Richard  Placeway,  Ronzil 
Jarvis,  Russell  Simpson,  and  Shimar 
Darr  also  participated  in  the  ordination 
service.  Pastor  Knierim  is  serving  the 
Aleppo  Grace  Brethren  Church.  He 
formerly  pastored  the  Clayton  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Clayton,  OH. 
Ohio,  Elida:  The  Grace  Brethren  Church 
of  Lima  had  an  excellent  VBS  this  year! 
Attendance  averaged  in  the  90's.  The 
children  enjoyed  the  Child  Evangelism 
Fellowship  theme  of  "Knowing  Christ." 
Enough  contacts  were  made  with  un- 
churched families  to  keep  the  visitation 
teams  busy  for  2  months.! 
Central  African  Republic:  Pierre  and 
Martine  Yougouda  returned  to  the  CAR 
in  August.  They  will  be  reassuming  their 
responsibilities  at  the  Brethren  Biblical 
Seminary  at  Bata.  Shortly  before  their 


scheduled  departure  date,  it  was 
discovered  that  Pierre  had  diabetes. 
Doctors  were  not  going  to  release  him 
to  leave  as  scheduled  until  the  condition 
lessened.  However,  he  improved  rapidly 
and  was  able  to  travel  with  his  family. 
Pennsylvania,  Harrisburg:  For  Sale  - 
Conn  Theater  Organ  640.2  full  manuals 
and  full  foot  pedals.  Also  for  sale  --  2 
Mcintosh  speakers  ML-2C,  8  OHMS.  Call 
Harrisburg  (717)  238-4186  or  (717) 
238-1959. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Rosella  Cochran 
was  involved  in  a  car  accident  three 
days  before  she  was  to  return  to  the 
Central  African  Republic.  She  suffered  a 
broken  leg  and  is  not  permitted  to  walk 
on  it  for  at  least  six  weeks.  This  has 
delayed  her  return  to  the  CAR  for  a 
while. 

India:  India  will  become  the  world's 
most  populous  nation  by  the  year  2100, 
according  to  a  prediction  of  the  U.S. 
based  Population  Reference  Bureau.  It 
says  India  will  then  have  1.63  billion 
people.  The  report  projected  worldwide 
population  of  10.4  billion  by  2100. 
Ohio,  Brookville:  The  Brookville  Grace 
Brethren  Church  is  seeking  applicants 
for  the  part-time  position  of  Director  of 
Music.  The  Director  will  be  responsible 
for  congregational  and  choir  song 
leading  in  the  services,  hymns,  songs 
and  special  music  selection,  and  special 
Holiday  musicals.  Interested  applicants 
should  send  a  resume  to  the  Brookville 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  P.O.  Box  113, 
Brookville,  OH  45309. 
Cameroon,  Africa:  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions  has  been  denied  per- 
mission to  operate  in  Cameroon,  the 
country  west  of  the  Central  African 
Republic.  All  Grace  Brethren  churches 
there  have  been  forced  to  close.  Local 
permission  had  been  given  until  this 
time. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Rev.  Tom  Julien, 
new  executive  director  of  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions,  has  announced  that 
he  will  be  remaining  in  the  States  for  at 
least  one  year,  rather  than  returning  to 
France.  The  search  for  an  Administrative 
Director  for  the  States  has  been  put  on 
hold  for  a  time. 


BRETHREN  HYMN  BOOKS 
&  HYMNALS,   1720-1884, 

COMPILED  BY  DONALD  R.  HINKS 


Long  overdue,  this  definitive  work 
describes  and  illustrates  the  hymn  books 
and  hymnals  used  by  the  Brethren 
Church  during  the  first  176  years  of  their 
colorful  history.  These  books  are  the 
common  heritage  of  the  five  major 
branches  of  the  Brethren  Church,  in- 
cluding the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  The 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches, 
The  Brethren  Church  (Ashland).  The  Old 
German  Baptist  Brethren  Church,  and 
The  Dunkard  Brethren. 

Fifteen  appendices  are  included,  along 
with  extensive  documentation,  notes  and 
a  bibliography  of  150  hymn  books.  The 
205  page  book  is  bound  in  a  9"x  9" 
square  format,  and  is  printed  in  large, 
easy-to-read  type. 

The  Brethren  Heritage  Press  is 
dedicated  to  supplying  the  finest  in  books 
dealing  with  all  aspects  of  Brethren 
history  and  thought.  Send  SASE  for  cur- 
rent list  of  new  books.  A  large  selection 
of  out  of  print  books  is  also  available. 
Brethren  libraries  purchased.  Please 
write. 

Order  Form 

Copies  of  Brethren  Hymn 

Books  and  Hymnals 

1 720-1884  at  $19.50  each.         $ 

Postage  and  Handling.  $1.50 

for  the  first  book  plus  50<P  for 

each  additional  book.  ? 

Pennsylvania  residents  add 

$1.17  sales  tax  for  each  copy.    ? 

Libraries  will  be  billed.  Total 
enclosed  ? 


I  tor  UPS  delivery) 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


Send  order  to  Brethren  Heritage  Press.  24 
Chambersburg  Street. 
Gettysburg,       Pennsylvania,       17325. 
Telephone  (717)  334-8634. 
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by  JACK  PETERS,  JR. 


I 


»n  the  book.  Lifestyle  Evangelism, 
Joe  Aldrich  relates  a  conversation  that 
might  have  taken  place  in  Heaven 
soon  after  Christ  returned  to  glory. 
Still  bearing  the  marks  of  His  suffer- 
ing, the  angel  Gabriel  approaches 
Him. 

"Master,  you  must  have  suffered  ter- 
ribly for  men  down  there,"  he  says. 

"I  did,"  Christ  replies. 

"And,"  continues  Gabriel,  "do  they 
know  all  about  how  you  loved  them 
and  what  you  did  for  them?" 

"Oh,  no,"  says  Jesus,  "not  yet.  Right 
now  only  a  handful  of  people  in 
Palestine  know." 

Gabriel  is  perplexed.  "Then  what 
have  you  done,"  he  asks,  "to  let 
everyone  know  about  your  love  for 
them?" 

Jesus  says,  "I've  asked  Peter, 
James,  John,  and  a  few  more  friends 
to  tell  others  about  Me.  Those  who  are 
told  will  in  turn  tell  other  people  about 
Me,  and  My  story  will  be  spread  to  the 
farthest  reaches  of  the  globe. 
Ultimately,  all  of  mankind  will  have 
heard  about  My  life  and  what  I  have 
done." 

Gabriel  frowns  and  looks  rather 
skeptical.  He  knows  well  what  poor 
stuff  men  are  made  of.  "Yes,"  he  says, 
"but  what  if  Peter  and  James  and 
John  grow  weary?  What  if  the  people 
who  come  after  them  forget?  What  if 
way  down  in  the  twentieth  century, 
people  just  don't  tell  others  about 
you?  Haven't  you  made  any  other 
plans?" 

And  Jesus  answers,  "I  haven't  made 
any  other  plans.  I'm  counting  on 
them." 

Though  the  account  is  fictional,  the 
principle  is  absolute  truth.  God  has  no 
other  plan!  And,  to  accept  the  free  gift 
of  redemption  and  allow  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  reside  in  our  bodies  and  yet 
not  become  personally  responsible  for 
His  plan  is  selfish  and  irresponsible. 

In  the  physical  realm,  the  underly- 
ing   primary    purpose    for    life    is 


He's 


nting 


On  Us 


reproduction.  One  cannot  deny  it's 
importance.  God  said  to  everything  He 
gave  life  at  creation  "be  fruitful  and 
multiply"  and  that  principle  still 
governs  the  natural  world  in  which  we 
live. 

The  purpose  of  reproduction  is  vital 
to  the  continuation  of  life  in  any  form. 
True,  some  will  not  multiply  because 
of  injuries  or  handicaps.  But  that  fact 
does  not  negate  the  basic  purpose  of 
life  -  reproduction. 

It  is  the  same  in  the  spiritual  life,  as 
well.  We  are  born  physically  to 
reproduce  and  we  are  born  spiritual- 
ly to  multiply.  There  are  many  who 
will  never  know  the  joy  of  physical 
parenthood,  but  there  are  very  few 
indeed  who  are  so  handicapped 
that  they  are  unable  to  experience 
the  ecstatic  joy  of  spiritual 
parenthood!  Yet,  the  majority  of 
Christians  never  know  that  privilege. 

Jesus  taught  in  John  15  that 
reproduction  should  be  experienced 
by  every  child  of  God.  In  verse  5,  He 
reminds  us  that  the  "natural"  result 
of  our  abiding  in  Him  is  "fruit."  He 
goes  on  to  say  in  verse  8  that  "Herein 
is  My  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear 
much  fruit. 

We  all  like  to  think  we  are  "abiding 
in  Christ,"  but  often  there  is  no  tangi- 
ble fruit  as  a  result.  So,  we  have 
changed  the  concept  of  fruit  from 
"reproductive  fruit"  to  the  fruit  of  "the 
Spirit"  found  in  Galatians  5:22-23. 


However,  that  interpretation  is  dif- 
ficult to  justify  within  the  context  of 
John  15:16-27.  It  clearly  refers  to 
"bearing  witness."  In  fact,  the  word 
translated  in  verse  27  is  the  verb  form 
of  the  same  word  translated  witnesses 
in  Acts  1:8  ...  "  and  ye  shall  be 
witnesses  ..." 

The  natural  fulfilling  result  of  our 
spiritual  union  with  Christ  ought  to 
be  spiritual  children.  That  is  for  what 
our  Heavenly  Father  has  planned  and 
equipped  us  and  that  is  what  He 
rightfully  expects  of  us. 

Many  years  ago,  while  ministering 
in  Buena  Vista,  Virginia,  I  often  spent 
Sunday  afternoons  with  a  farmer  who 
owned  land  along  the  scenic  James 
River.  One  afternoon  as  we  walked 
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along  the  river  bank,  I  noticed  an  or- 
chard of  peach  trees.  Overall,  it  looked 
healthy,  but  several  had  been  cut 
down,  and  a  huge  pile  of  brush  leaned 
against  a  fence.  When  I  queried  my 
friend  about  why  he  was  cutting  down 
perfectly  healthy  trees,  he  told  me 
how  the  river  had  flooded  several 
years  before  and  completely  covered 
the  bottom  land  where  we  stood.  After 
the  water  receeded,  he  took  stock  of 
his  losses.  Some  cattle  had  drowned, 
farm  machinery  had  washed  down 
the  river  never  to  be  found,  but  the  or- 
chard appeared  to  have  survived.  The 
trees  had  gone  into  shock  and  lost 
their  leaves,  but  soon  the  lush,  green 
foliage  returned  and  it  appeared  the 
trees  would  continue  to  be  profitable. 


But,  though  the  trees  looked  healthy 
and  strong,  they  never  bore  fruit 
again.  Finally,  the  farmer  decided  to 
take  the  trees  down  and  use  the  land 
for  other  purposes. 

As  we  stood  on  that  river  bank  that 
day,  I  could  not  help  but  think  of  the 
spiritual  application  and  wondered  if 
that  is  the  way  our  Heavenly  Father 
looks  at  us.  Right  there,  alongside  the 
barren  orchard,  I  quietly  prayed  that 
I  would  never  experience  such  trauma 
as  to  quit  bearing  fruit  for  my  Master. 


It  is  only  logical  to  consider  that  in- 
volvement in  soul  winning  is  to  be  a 
vital  part  of  the  Christian  life,  but  why 
is  it  more  often  than  not,  so  glaringly 
absent?  I  have  noticed  three  common 
reasons  why  people  in  our  churches 
do  not  become  involved  in  soul 
winning. 

Most  people  feel  inadequate  when 
it  comes  to  sharing  their  faith  because 
of  a  concept  that  has  been  unwitting- 
ly promoted  through  the  years.  Many 
feel  that  to  be  effective  soul  winners, 
they  must  become  a  "professional." 

Two  basic  methods  of  reaching  the 
lost  are  often  used  within  the  local 
church  and  both  have  contributed  to 
the  problem.  The  first  is  to  hold 
meetings  with  an  evangelist,  who 
preaches  people  to  Christ.  Everyone  is 
encouraged  to  drag  every  lost  sinner 
they  can  find  to  these  meetings  where 
the  "professional"  will  lead  them  to 
Christ.  The  other  method  involves  the 
pastor  leading  a  select  group  of  peo- 
ple through  a  training  school  for  soul 
winners  that  involves  weeks  and 
months  of  memorization  of  tech- 
niques, arguments,  verses,  and  just 
plain  good  salesmanship.  Neither  of 
these  methods  are  wrong,  but  both 
have  contributed  to  the  feelings  of  in- 
adequacy among  most  lay  people  by 
implying  that  you  must  be  a  trained 
professional  to  win  people  to  Jesus. 

The  second  factor  which  con- 
tributes to  the  lack  of  soul  winning  in 
our  lives  is  a  visionary  problem.  Most 
people  in  the  church  today  don't  real- 
ly see  those  immediately  around 
them  as  lost.  They  are  aware  the  com- 
munity is  full  of  unsaved  people,  they 
just  don't  know  any. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  businessman 
came  to  know  Christ  through  the  ef- 
forts of  a  local  church  outreach  pro- 
gram. On  his  first  Sunday  in  church 
after  receiving  Christ  as  his  Savior,  he 
was  surprised  to  discover  his  secretary 
of  nearly  seven  years  was  a  member 
of  that  congregation. 

As  weeks  went  by  and  he  became 
more  and  more  thrilled  with  his  new 
faith,  he  one  day  asked  his  secretary 
bluntly:  "Why  during  those  seven 
years  did  you  never  once  tell  me  what 
being  a  Christian  was  really  like?" 


How  else  is  the 
message  of  God's  sav- 
ing grace  going  to  be 
told  if  we  don't? 
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Her  reply  was  enlightening.  "I 
always  assumed  you  were  a  Chris- 
tian." 

We  find  a  tendency  of  believers  to 
view  good,  moral  people  close  to  home 
as  already  born  again.  During  a  series 
of  home  Bible  studies.  I  was  challeng- 
ing the  people  to  consider  all  the  con- 
tact they  have  with  lost  individuals. 
One  lady  exasperatedly  blurted, 
"Well,  I  wish  I  knew  some  lost  people, 
but  everybody  in  my  neighborhood  is 
already  saved!" 

A  third  reason  many  do  not  ex- 
perience soul  winning  in  their  lives  is 
the  natural  aversion  we  seem  to  have 
for  those  around  us  whose  lives  are 
such  a  mess  we  cannot  pretend  they 
are  Christians.  We  will  admit  they 
need  the  Lord  in  their  lives,  but  we 


Most  people  feel  inade- 
quate when  it  comes  to 
sharing  their  faith 
because  .  .  .  many  feel 
that  to  be  effective  soul 
winners,  they  must 
become  a  "professional." 


just  don't  know  how  to  get  close  to 
them  without  exposing  ourselves  to 
their  sin.  In  doing  so,  we  allow  our 
aversion  to  become  a  barrier. 

In  the  New  Testament,  the  Lord 
ministered  to  quite  a  few  people  that 
we  cross  the  street  to  avoid.  Every 
neighborhood  or  work  place  has  them 
-  the  couple  living  in  sin,  the  family 
who  parties  until  the  wee  hours  of 
Sunday  morning  (and  manages  to 
keep  half  the  neighborhood  awake 
with  them),  or  the  couple  who  fights 
so  violently  the  police  are  called. 

Yet  we  still  avoid  involvement  in 
their  lives.  We  have  no  common 
ground  and  want  no  one  to  think  we 
might  have  that  common  ground.  In- 
sulted by  their  lifestyle,  their 
language,  and  their  sinful  practices, 
we  become  unable  (or  unwilling)  to 
overcome  the  barrier. 

How  can  we  put  soul  winning  at  the 
top  of  the  priority  list  in  our  lives? 


First,  we  need  to  confess  our  lack  of 
involvement  in  God's  plan  as  the  sin 
it  is,  and  ask  Him  to  give  us  victory. 
He  has  promised  to  give  us  all  we  need 
for  success  in  His  business,  but  we 
often  don't  claim  His  promise. 

Then,  we  need  to  examine  the  way 
we  view  personal  evangelism.  In  re- 
cent years,  there  has  been  a  move- 
ment away  from  the  highly  structured 
"sales"  approach  toward  more  "rela- 
tional" methods  of  evangelism. 
Though  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  more 
confrontational  methods,  I  find  their 
effectiveness  as  far  as  "fruit  that  re- 
mains" is  waining  in  our  rapidly 
changing  world.  People  are  bom- 
barded by  all  sorts  of  refined  sales  pit- 
ches that  they  have  developed  a  new 
way  of  dealing  with  them.  They  will 
agree  with  everything  you  say  and 
even  voice  a  prayer,  but  they  really 
have  no  desire  for  a  life-changing  ex- 
perience with  Jesus  Christ.  In  the 
past  few  years,  while  using  highly 
structured  approaches,  I  have  had  few 
people  reject  the  Gospel,  but  also,  a 
few  who  would  come  to  church,  be 
baptized,  and  grow  in  their  relation- 
ship with  Christ. 

An  extreme  example  of  this  pro- 
blem can  be  seen  in  the  long  term  ef- 
fects of  the  highly  structured  Campus 
Crusade  program  of  a  few  years  ago, 
"Here's  Life,  America."  In  major  cities, 
hundreds  of  thousands  prayed  to 
receive  Christ.  Yet,  one  would  expect 
that  if  20,000  people  in  a  city  like  In- 
dianapolis, Indiana  were  really  saved, 
there  would  have  been  a  noticeable  ef- 
fect upon  the  Protestant  churches  in 
that  city.  The  city  would  never  be  the 
same  again! 

r"  —  i 

We  need  to  ask  God  to 
give  us  a  compassion  for 
those  outside  of  Christ. 

However,  when  the  Institute  for 
American  Church  growth  polled  In- 
dianapolis churches  a  year  later,  less 
than  three  percent  of  the  new 
believers  had  become  involved  in  a 
local  congregation.  After  surveying 
hundreds  of  churches  in  other  cities. 


they  concluded  that  though  people 
were  agreeable,  they  were  not,  in  fact, 
committed. 

My  experience  seems  to  confirm 
this  trend.  When  using  more  rela- 
tional methods  and  sharing  the 
Gospel  with  those  whom  I  have 
developed  a  caring  relationship,  I  have 
found  a  high  percentage  of  commit- 
ment. Of  course,  the  best  part  of  such 
evangelism  is  that  the  only  necessary 
requirement  is  the  ability  to  be  a 
friend  to  someone  who  is  lost. 

Finally,  we  need  to  ask  God  to  give 
us  a  compassion  for  those  outside  of 
Christ.  If  we  are  willing  to  see  people 
the  way  God  does,  then  our  hearts  will 
be  broken  towards  them.  All  too  often, 
we  just  don't  care,  and  that  must 
change  from  the  inside  out.  Compas- 
sion is  the  key  to  effective  evangelism, 
no  matter  what  the  method.  If  we  will 
befriend  the  lost  and  demonstrate 
Godly  compassion,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  we  will  be  winning  them  to 
Christ.  HenjLD 


Personal  evangelism  has 
been  a  vital  part  of  Jack 
Peter's  ministry.  He  has 
pastored  Grace  Brethren 
congregations  in  North 
Lauderdale,  Florida  and 
Vandalia.  Ohio,  in  addition 
to  his  current  pastorate  at 
Lakeland.  Florida.  A 
graduate  of  Bob  Jones  University,  he  and 
his  wife,  Debbie,  have  three  children. 
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Mesfceiiger 


by  MARK  CURTIS 


consider  myself  a  family  man 
and  an  active  church  member. 
However,  most  of  my  week  is  not  spent 
with  my  wife  and  children,  nor  is  it 
spent  in  church  or  church-related  ac- 
tivities. The  fact  is,  the  greatest  per- 
cent of  my  waking  hours  are  spent  in 
my  law  office. 

I  am  not  unique.  I  dare  say,  a 
substantial  part  of  your  time  is  also 
spent  at  your  job.  It  cannot,  nor 
should  it  be  otherwise.  We  are  to  pro- 
vide for  the  material  needs  of  our 
families.  Even  the  most  sophisticated 
time-management  techniques  would 
not  enable  most  of  us  to  put  a  roof  over 
our  heads  and  food  on  the  table  with 
only  part-time  employment. 

Once  we  accept  the  fact  that  much 
of  our  lives  are  spent  away  from  the 
'castle'  and  out  of  the  pew,  we  should 
also  accept  the  challenge  of  being 
distinctly  Christian  while  at  work. 
Each  of  us,  no  matter  where  we  work, 
are  ambassadors  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  eternal  kingdom.  As  Christians, 
we  labor  not  only  to  provide  for  our 
material  needs  and  to  fulfill  our  voca- 
tional aspirations,  but  to  represent  our 
Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
carry  the  good  news  of  His  redeeming 
work.  The  Apostle  Paul  had  this  in 
mind  when  he  wrote  the  Corinthian 
church  about  their  common  ministry 
of  reconciliation:  "Therefore,  we  are 
ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though 
God  were  entreating  through  us."  (I 
Corinthians  5:20  NASB) 


24 


HERALD/September  1986 


G  B  H  M  C 


An  ambassador  carries  his 
sovereign's  message,  not  his  own. 
Likewise,  an  ambassador  of  Christ 
takes  His  message,  the  Gospel.  But 
just  saying  the  right  thing  is  not 
enough.  An  ambassador  is  more  than 
a  mere  courier.  His  personal  character 
and  reputation  will  greatly  affect  the 
credibility  of  the  message  conveyed. 
The  same  holds  true  for  an  am- 
bassador of  Christ.  Simply  wearing  a 
button  which  proclaims,  "I'm  not 
perfect,  just  forgiven"  will  not  suffice! 
A  good  reputation  and  sound 
character  is  developed  in  the  secular 
arena  in  the  same  it  is  done  within  the 
body  of  Christ  --  by  imitation.  Christ 
is  our  model. 

During  His  public  ministry,  Christ 
mingled  and  moved  about  with  all 
kinds  of  people.  Many  listened  to  the 
message  He  brought.  The  New  Testa- 
ment reveals  at  least  two  aspects  of 
His  reputation   and   character  that 
made  Him  worth  listening  to:  He  was 
the  ultimate  servant  and  He  was  en- 
tirely ethical.  The  servant  attitude 
which  Christ  manifested  represents  a 
model  mindset: 
"Have  this  attitude  in  yourselves 
which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus, 
who  although  He  existed  in  the 
form  of  God,  did  not  regard  equali- 
ty with  God  a  thing  to  be  grasped, 
but  emptied  Himself,  taking  the 
form  of  a  bond-servant,  and  being 
made   in   the  likeness  of  men." 
{Philippians  2:5-7  NASB) 
Christ's  ethical  conduct  was  impec- 
cable   and    perfectly    reflected    the 
righteousness  and  holiness  of  God. 

An  effective  ambassador  of  Christ  in 
the  secular  office  or  factory  must 
strive  to  imitate  Christ  in  these 
respects:  possessing  a  servant's  heart 
and  maintaining  high  ethical  stan- 
dards. Pursuing  such  qualities  as 
goals  is  obviously  worthwhile.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  attained  to  any  degree, 
they  would  enhance  both  reputation 
and  character.  But,  it  would  be  less 
than  helpful  to  merely  present  the 
challenge  of  these  goals  without  sug- 
gesting practical  steps  which  may  be 
taken  toward  attaining  them. 

A  servant's  heart  begins  to  develop 
as  the  individual  better  acquaints  him 


or  herself  with  the  life  of  the  incarnate 
Christ.  Look  at  how  He  reacted  to 
friends  and  family,  both  when  they 
pleased  Him  and  when  they  let  Him 
down.  See  how  He  reacted  to 
strangers  -  to  their  ridicule,  their 
challenges,  their  opposition,  and  even 
their  praise.  Read  about  His  life,  giv- 
ing special  attention  to  how  He  related 
to  and  served  the  people  with  whom 
He  came  in  contact.  Explore  the 
Gospels  for  such  insights.  Read  them 
in  different  translations  or  pick  up  a 
biography  of  His  life. 

An  examination  of  the  life  of  Christ 
will  stimulate  our  thinking  about  tO  be  messengers  OJ 
those  we  contact  during  the  day  -  the  the  KiTlQ. 
"Pharisees"  who  ridicule  us,  the 
"Marys"  who  show  us  extraordinary 
kindness,  the  "Peters"  who 
sometimes  thrill  and  other  times 
disappoint  us,  the  "disciples"  (subor- 
dinates) who  jockey  for  position  under 
you,  the  needy  ones  who  "chance" 
across  our  pathway  How  Jesus  would 
have  set  out  to  serve  them? 


Whether  at  home, 
work,  or  play,  we  are 


An  effective  ambassador 
of  Christ  in  the  secular 
office  or  factory  must 
strive  to  imitate  Christ 
in  these  respects:  to 
develop  a  servant's 
heart  and  to  maintain 
high  ethical  standards. 

Ethical  conduct  at  work  unavoid- 
ably affects  the  credibility  of  all  we 
say.  Maintaining  high  ethical  stan- 
dards is  not  necessarily  simple,  but  it 
is  essential.  Accomplishing  that  goal 
begins  with  understanding  the  ethical 
problems  endemic  to  our  respective 
trades  or  professions.  Perhaps  with 
the  help  of  a  sympathetic  co-worker, 
list  the  ethical  dilemmas,  consider 
their  causes,  and  possible  solutions  to 
them. 

Such  an  exercise  will  bring  the 
nature  of  the  ethical  problems  into 
focus,  and  set  the  stage  for  tackling 
even  the  most  difficult  ones.  For  in- 
stance, where  an  ethical  problem  is 
self-imposed  and  the  benefit  from  the 
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Once  we  realized  that 
much  of  our  lives  are 
spent  away  from  the 
'castle'  and  out  of  the 
pew,  we  should  also  ac- 
cept the  challenge  of  be- 
ing uniquely  and 
distinctly  Christian 
while  at  work. 


breach  of  ethics  is  personal  (such  as 
taking  home  a  box  of  felt-tipped  pens 
from  the  office  supplies  closet),  the 
solution  would  simply  be  a  matter  of 
personal  will  power.  Yet  the  solution 
may  not  be  so  simple  where  it  is  im- 
posed by  another,  for  the  that  other's 
personal  benefit  or  for  the  corporate 
benefit  of  the  company  (such  as  being 
instructed  or  instructing  one  to  in- 
form a  telephoning  client  that  the 
boss  is  "not  in"  when  he  or  she  simp- 
ly does  not  want  to  be  bothered  or,  be- 
ing part  of  entertaining  the  important 
customer,  especially  when  he  has 
already  had  "one  too  many"). 

Consider  the  perceived  benefit  of 
the  breach  (shielding  the  boss  from 
unnecessary  interruptions  to  increase 
his  or  her  efficiency  or  showing  ap- 
preciation to  a  faithful  customer  to  en- 
courage continued  patronage)  and 
come  up  with  other,  more  ethical 
ways  to  accomplish  the  same 
legitimate  objective.  Be  dogged  and 
creative.  Should  it  come  to  proposing 
an  alternative  policy  or  approach,  ex- 
ercise discretion.  Remember  to  be 
gracious  and  respectful.  Prayerfully 
consider  when  to  be  patient  with 
gradual  reform  as  opposed  to  issuing 
a  "change  or  I  quit"  ultimatum.  Be 
careful  to  distinguish  clear,  ethical 
obligations  from  mere  personal 
preferences. 

As  a  second  step  toward  maintain- 
ing high  ethical  standards,  we  should 
attempt  to  heighten  our  sensitivity  to 
ethical  issues.  This  sense  of  ethics 
might  be  more  keen  in  older  in- 
dividuals since  American  society, 
historically,  has  tended  to  ingrain  and 
reinforce  Biblical  or  Judeo-Christian 
standards.  But  in  recent  years,  there 
has  been  a  steady  drift  from  those 
moorings,  which  has  progressively 
dulled  the  senses  of  many,  especially 
the  young.  The  suggested  exercise 
with  a  co-worker  should  bring  some 
ethical  issues  to  the  surface,  but  some 
further  education,  or  re-education, 
might  also  be  worthwhile. 

The  Old  Testament  is  a  storehouse 
of  information  regarding  ethical 
issues.  Largely,  those  books  chronicle 
the  struggles  of  a  people,  the  Jewish 
nation,  to  daily  live  out  their  lives  in 


a  manner  consistent  with  the  truth 
revealed  by  God  to  Moses  on  Mt.  Sinai. 

In  the  long-term,  a  recommitment 
to  a  better  understanding  of  the  Old 
Testament  itself  cannot  be  avoided  if 
we  sincerely  desire  to  heighten  our 
ethical  sensitivities.  In  some  respects, 
we  may  not  be  "under  the  law."  but 
the  Mosaic  law  is  nonetheless  divine 
and  is  still  an  accurate  expression  of 
God's  thoughts  on  what  is  right  and 
wrong,  albeit  within  the  context  of  a 
very  special  nation.  At  the  very  least, 
it  is  important  to  devote  an  ap- 
propriate amount  of  personal  study 
and  devotional  time  to  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  to  encourage  a  similar 
commitment  by  the  local  church  in 
respect  to  group  study  and 
instruction. 

Strive  patiently  to  imitate  your 
Lord,  even  while  laboring  daily.  Allow 
His  servant's  heart  to  beat  within  you, 
and  permit  His  ethical  purity  to 
saturate  your  vocational  conduct.  As 
it  does,  your  life  will  reflect  in  part  the 
compassion  and  righteousness  of 
God,  your  service  as  His  ambassador 
will  be  effective,  and  the  message  of 
hope  and  salvation  which  you  convey 
will  ring  true,  herald 


m 

■    Mark  Curtis  is  a  partner  in 
K^  #**V|    I    Vandenberg.        Conway. 
I   Newell.  Curtis,  and  Nelson 
0&       f^K  I    >n  Long  Beach,  California. 
rMtm    An    elder  the    Grace 

Hi  ^Hfl  Brethren 
H'^JHI  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Hi  All  Grace 
^^^™ ^"-^^^—  sions  Council  Board  of 
Directors  since  1985.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  and 
Pepperdine  University.  He  and  his  wife. 
Gail,  have  two  children. 


26 


HERALD/September  1986 


A 


single  question;  do  you 
want  to  be  useless  or  unfruitful  in 
your  Christian  life?  Of  course  not,  but 
the  answer  you  give  to  that  question 
will  determine  to  a  large  degree  the 
type  of  Christian  life  you  will  live.  You 
are  very  familiar  with  the  fact  that  a 
Christian  is  designed  to  grow 
spiritually  over  his  lifetime;  a  growth 
that  parallels  the  physical  growth  of 
every  human. 

Our  physical  growth  is  accom- 
plished by  the  eating  of  good  food, 
sleeping  normal  hours,  exercising 
wisely,  and  working  prudently.  Our 
spiritual  growth  is  accomplished  by 
intimate  personal  prayer,  meaningful 
corporate  worship,  consistent  witness- 
ing, profitable  Bible  study,  scripture 
memory,  and  meditation.  If  you  were 


asked  to  indicate  which  ingredient  is 
the  most  important  for  spiritual 
growth,  it  would  be  next  to  impossi- 
ble to  say.  These  ingredients  plus  the 
ones  found  in  I  Peter  1:1-11  are  in- 
tricately interwoven.  One,  however, 
becomes  the  foundation  for  all  the 
other  ones.  Bible  study  is  important 
because  it  is  the  method  God  uses  to 
communicate  Christian  life  principles 
to  us. 

Certainly  you  agree  that  Bible  study 
is  important  and  perhaps  you  have 
tried  to  begin  one  without  any  ap- 
parent success.  I  trust  you  can  gain  a 
perspective  on  Bible  study  that  will 
enable  you  to  become  a  growing 
Christian;  a  Christian  that  God  can 
and  will  use. 

Bible  study  is  normal.  Physically,  if 
a  child  does  not  grow  normally,  the 
parents  become  alarmed  and  want  to 
do  something  to  correct  the  problem. 
Why  is  this  the  usual  reaction? 
Because  the  youngster  must  increase 
in  stature  if  it  is  typical. 

Spiritually,  we  are  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  a  newborn  infant  (I  Pet.  2:1) 
who  should  grow  into  an  adult  (I  John 
2:12-14).    The    foundation    for    this 


Just  as  we  need  a 
balanced  diet  for 
physical  growth,  we 
need  to  feed  on  the 
Word  of  God  for 
spiritual  growth. 
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growth  is  Bible  study  and  it  is  the 
usual  thing  for  a  Christian  to  engage 
in.  If  you  are  not  growing  up  spiritual- 
ly (Hebrews  6:1),  then  you  are  not  nor- 
mal and  in  fact  are  spiritually  de- 
formed or  retarded. 

Bible  study  purifies  life.  As  a  grow- 
ing Christian,  you  should  cry  out  to 
God  for  instruction  on  how  to  live  a  life 
apart  from  sin.  God's  reply  to  our  cry 
(Psalm  119:9)  would  be,  "Study  your 
Bible  for  in  it  you  will  find  the  wisdom 
you  seek  (Psalm  119:105).  The  Bible 
will  keep  us  from  sinning  (Psalm 
119:11).  The  truth  of  the  matter  is 
there  is  no  place  for  a  99  44/100  per- 
cent pure  Christian  life  in  God's  sight. 
God  deserves  100  percent  purity  in 
our  lives.  We  must  continually  strive 
to  reach  that  standard. 

Bible  study  teaches  truth.  The  truth 
of  God  will  make  us  free  (John  8:32). 
The  Bible  is  so  important  that  we 
must  guard  its  contents  (Jude  18) 
because  many  false  prophets  are  com- 
ing with  the  expressed  purpose  of  tak- 
ing away  this  truth  (II  John  7-8).  If  we 
do  not  study  the  Bible  for  ourselves, 
we  will  gradually  become  more  and 
more  dependent  on  others  to  tell  us 
what  the  Bible  means.  This 
dependence  could  create  the  occasion 
by  which  we  become  deceived,  lb 
know  the  truth,  to  study  it,  we  need 
to  guard  it  by  checking  the 
truthfulness  of  all  teaching  (Acts 
17:11). 

Bible  study  is  the  revelation  of  God. 
Contrary  to  the  opinions  of  men,  the 
Bible  is  not  just  another  book  about 
the  problems  of  life:  it  is  the  only  Word 
of  God  that  men  have  (I  Thess.  2:13). 
It  is  God  giving  us  the  messages  we 
need  to  hear.  We  all  know  how  busy 
our  lives  are  and  how  hard  it  is  just  to 
keep  up  with  the  develpments  in  the 
world.  For  example,  the  choice  of 
which  book  to  read  becomes  more 
complex  as  1,000  new  books  are 
published  each  day.  But,  the  Bible  re- 
mains the  only  source  of  information 
that  can  sustain  a  Christian  in  his  dai- 
ly walk  with  God. 

The  Bible  claims  a  unique  position 
in  literature  as  being  the  only  book  in 
existence  that  has  God  as  its  author. 
The  Words  of  the  Bible  are  the  Words 


of  God.  Words,  therefore,  are  very  im- 
portant and  contain  power  to  motivate 
men  to  accomplish  great  feats.  An  in- 
teresting example  of  the  power  of 
words:  it  is  estimated  that  during 
World  War  II  about  125  people  died  for 
each  word  in  Hitler's  Mein  Kampf. 
Though  many  people  ignored  or 
laughed  at  the  book,  many  were 
motivated  by  Hitler's  writing  to  ac- 
complish some  of  the  most  dispicable 
acts  in  human  history. 


Contrary  to  the  opinions 
of  men,  the  Bible  is  not 
just  another  book  about 
the  problems  of  life;  it 
is  the  only  Word  of  God 
that  men  have. 

How  is  the  Bible  unique?  It  is  in- 
spired by  God.  That  is  to  say  God 
worked  through  many  writers  in  such 
a  way  that  the  individual  styles, 
words,  etc.  of  each  man  were  used  to 
express  God's  thoughts  (II  Pet.  1:21). 
The  words  used  in  the  Bible  express 
exactly  what  God  wanted  to  say.  Every 
word  comes  from  God  (Jer.  1:9)  and 
all  parts  of  the  Bible  are  equal  in  im- 
portance (Matt.  5:18).  It  is  the  final 
authority  for  man  in  all  his  actions 
and  thus  sufficient  for  all  man's  needs 
without  depending  upon  others. 

Because  the  goal  of  any  Bible  study 
should  be  Christian  growth,  certain 
characteristics  must  be  present. 
Although  there  have  been  many  dif- 
ferent study  methods  published  over 
the  years,  the  best  will  have  these 
characteristics: 

Systematic  and  Consistent:  God 
invites  every  person  to  come  and 
reason  with  Him  (Isa.  1:18).  In  order 
for  this  process  to  take  place,  there 
must  be  a  plan  or  system  to  follow. 
Any  Bible  study  method  that  is  used 
must  have  a  plan:  there  must  be  a 
beginning  point,  daily  work,  and  an 
ending  point.  Just  as  Christ  taught 
His  disciples  in  a  systematic  way 
(Luke  24:27)  so  we  must  follow  a  plan 
also.  The  study  should  require  con- 
sistency. How  true  it  is  that  in  the  lives 
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of  so  many  people,  they  are  good 
beginners  but  not  faithful  in  carrying 
through  to  the  end. 

Original  in  Nature:  Often  it  is 
easier  to  study  about  the  Bible  than 
study  the  Bible.  Satan  will  do 
everything  to  keep  the  Christian  from 
studying  God's  Word.  Far  too  often 
our  Bible  studies  are  really  an  ex- 
amination of  subjects  found  in  the  Bi- 
ble and  not  the  Bible  itself.  The  impor- 
tant characteristic  of  a  good  study  is 
original  investigation.  It  should  not 
depend  on  what  others  say  in 
reference  books  or  commentaries,  but 
involve  you  in  a  direct  investigation. 
Reference  books  can  be  used  as  a  later 
step  after  you  have  examined  the 
passage  for  yourself. 

Requires  A  Record;  There  must  be 
some  way  to  record  the  thoughts  God 
gives  you  so  you  can  apply  them  in 
your  life  and  can  share  them  with 
others.  The  learning  process  is  great- 
ly enhanced  as  you  keep  records.  A 
number  of  benefits  are  derived  from 
note  taking:  (1)  it  increases  concentra- 
tion and  keeps  the  mind  from  wander- 
ing, (2)  it  helps  you  see  how  the 
various  parts  of  the  Bible  fit  together, 
and  (3)  it  helps  you  remember  more 
of  the  verses  covered.  Experts  have 
discovered  that  people  who  actively 
study  retain  60  percent  of  the 
material  studied  as  opposed  to  those 
who  simply  read  it  and  retain  only  10 
percent.  We  live  in  a  busy  society,  so 
don't  waste  time  -  study  your  Bible. 

Personal  In  Application:  A  basic 
principle  of  the  Christian  life  is:  light 
obeyed  brings  more  light;  light  re- 
jected brings  darkness.  If  we  walk  in 
the  light  God  gives  us  today.  He  will 
give  us  more  when  we  need  it.  This 
basic  principle  of  Bible  study  cannot 
be  forgotten;  what  you  learn  must  be 
obeyed.  The  Psalmist  gives  us  a  good 
example  to  follow  (Psalms  119:59-60); 
you  learn  from  your  study  and  obey 
the  new  truth  learned. 

Transferable:  A  good  Bible  study 
will  be  simple  enough  to  be  shared 
with  others.  How  true  it  is  that  you 
really  do  not  learn  anything  until  you 
have  taught  it  to  others.  Certainly  a 
vital  part  of  the  study  will  be  the  shar- 
ing of  the  truth  you  have  found  with 


another,  as  well  as  teaching  others 
how  to  study  the  Bible  for  themselves. 

Not  everyone  can  have  a  profitable 
Bible  study.  It  is  true  that  everyone 
can  read  the  words  and  understand 
their  meaning,  but  in  order  to  grow 
spiritually,  we  must  have  the  Spirit  of 
God  (I  Cor.  2:14).  If  we  have  never 
acknowledged  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord,  then  that  must  be  done 
before  continuing  with  a  Bible  study. 
The  unsaved's  mind  is  blinded  by 
Satan  and  cannot  see  God's  truth  (II 
Cor.  4:4). 

Bible  study  must  be  one  of  the 
highest  priorities  of  life.  We  indicate 
we  want  to  study  the  Bible,  but  where 
can  the  time  be  found?  To  be  honest, 
it  is  really  not  a  problem  of  time  but 
of  priority.  It  has  often  been  said  that 
we  find  time  to  do  what  we  really  want 
to  do.  With  God's  help,  time  can  be 
carved  out  of  the  day. 

We  must  crave  the  Word  of  God  as 
we  crave  our  favorite  foods  (I  Pet.  2:2). 
His  Word  should  be  searched  diligent- 
ly to  learn  the  truth  (Acts  17:11). 

An  attitude  of  humility  is  impor- 
tant. Seeking  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the 
guidance  and  the  illumination  needed 
to  fully  understand  the  truths  of  God's 
Word  (I  Cor.  2:10). 


In  the  course  of  a  per- 
sonal Bible  study,  God 
performs  surgery  upon 
our  lives  in  order  that 
we  would  be  willing  to 
lay  aside  all  of  the  prac- 
tices and  sins  that  keep 
us  from  living  the  Chris- 
tian life  at  the  level  God 
desires. 

We  must  be  willing  to  obey  the 
truths  of  God  as  they  are  revealed  to 
us.  In  the  course  of  a  personal  Bible 
study,  God  performs  surgery  upon  our 
lives  in  order  that  we  would  be  will- 
ing to  lay  aside  all  of  the  practices  and 
sins  that  keep  us  from  living  the 
Christian  life  at  the  level  God  desires 
(Heb.  12:1-2). 


Because  the  goal  of  any 
Bible  study  should  be 
Christian  growth,  cer- 
tain characteristics 
must  be  present  -- 
systematic  and  consis- 
tent, original  in  nature, 
requiring  a  record,  per- 
sonal in  application,  and 
transferable. 
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To  accomplish  any  job.  you  need  the 
correct  tools. 

Bible:  There  is  one  tool  that  is  ab- 
solutely essential  for  the  study,  the  Bi- 
ble. The  question  is  immediately 
raised,  "Which  version  is  best?"  It  is 
certainly  beyond  the  scope  of  this  ar- 
ticle to  discuss  the  most  favorable 
features  of  each  version.  It  might 
seem  like  an  overstatement,  but 
whatever  version  you  have,  use  it!  For 
original  Bible  study,  it  is  better  to  have 
an  unmarked  Bible  without  footnotes 
and  study  aids.  This  will  allow  your 
full  attention  to  be  drawn  to  the  text 
to  be  studied  and  not  be  side  tracked 
by  the  opinions  of  others.  If  your 
budget  will  allow,  it  is  an  excellent 
idea  to  get  different  versions  to  read 
in  parallel  with  your  study  Bible. 

Bible  Dictionary:  This  book  will 
enrich  your  study  considerably  as  it 
describes  the  historical  context  of  the 
Bible,  it  defines  certain  important 
words,  it  identifies  the  Bible 
characters,  and  it  provides  some 
maps. 

Concordances:  This  is  a  separate 
book  that  lists  almost  every  word  in 
the  Bible  and  every  place  where  the 
word  is  found.  This  book  is  helpful  as 
it  gives  the  meaning  in  the  original 
languages  without  the  knowledge  of 
Greek  or  Hebrew.  There  are  four  con- 
cordances that  could  be  purchased. 
The  key  consideration  is  to  purchase 
a  concordance  in  the  version  you  are 
using.  For  the  King  James,  there  is 
either  Strongs  or  Youngs.  For  the  New 
American  Standard  Version,  there  is 
a  N.A.S.V.  concordance.  There  is  a 
concordance  for  the  New  Interna- 
tional Version  also. 

Bible  Atlas:  It  is  hard  to  fully  en- 
joy a  sporting  event  without  a  pro- 
gram that  lists  the  players  names.  So 
it  is  with  the  Bible  student:  with  an 
atlas  an  understanding  of  the  land  of 
the  Bible  is  easier  because  of  the 
maps,  photographs,  and  historical 
information. 

Other  Books:  There  are  many  ad- 
ditional types  of  books  that  are 
available  after  the  core  books  (men- 
tioned above)  have  been  purchased. 
As  your  budget  permits,  you  could 
purchase  Word  Study  Books,  Bible 


Handbooks,  Bible  Commentaries,  and 
Bible  Introductions,  etc.  Your  pastor 
is  a  ready  resource  for  recommenda- 
tions of  specific  books. 

What  is  included  in  a  good  Bible 
study?  Though  there  are  many  dif- 
ferent studies  available  today,  they  will 
all  contain  these  essential  steps  which 
are  required  to  systematically  open  up 
the  Word  of  God  so  that  you  can  grow 
spiritually. 

Step   I.    OBSERVE   What   does   the 

Bible  say? 

Purpose:  To  discover  all  of  the  facts 
and  details  that  are  included  in  the 
passage  that  are  so  easily 
overlooked. 

Method:  Reading  and  rereading: 
taking  notes  and  asking  questions; 
Who?  What?  Where?  Why?  and 
How? 

Step  II  INTEREST  What  does  the 

Bible  mean? 

Purpose:  To  understand  what  the 
original  author  and  readers  of 
these  verses  understood  them  to 
mean. 

Method:  You  must  bridge  the  gap 
between  our  time  and  Bible  time  by 
evaluating  the  language,  cultural, 
geographic,  and  historical  dif- 
ferences. This  can  be  accomplished 
by  the  use  of  concordances,  atlas, 
Bible  dictionaries,  etc. 

Step  III  COMPARE  What  does  the 

Bible  say  elsewhere? 

Purpose:  To  relate  the  passage  be- 
ing studied  to  other  Bible  passages 
that  deal  with  the  same  subject  or 
word,  to  see  how  they  agree, 
disagree  or  enhance  the  understan- 
ding of  the  passage.  (Please 
remember  that  the  Bible  does  not 
contradict  itself.) 

Method:  This  is  done  by  studying 
related  passages  together  as  a 
group,  tracing  words  or  topics 
through  a  concordance  in  order  to 
understand  the  exact  meaning, 
studying  Bible  encyclopedias  and 
theological  books  to  see  how  the 
different  verses  relate  to  one 
another. 


Step  IV  APPLICATION  What  does 

the  Bible  mean  to  me? 

Purpose:  To  learn  the  spiritual 
lessons  from  the  text  and  apply 
them  to  your  life.  If  your  life  does 
not  change  as  a  result  of  the  study, 
then  there  is  really  little  benefit 
from  the  study. 

Method:  You  must  answer  the 
question:  What  must  I  believe? 
What  sins  must  I  avoid  or  confess. 
What  orders  must  I  obey?  What 
promises  need  to  be  claimed?  and 
What  examples  need  to  be  follow- 
ed or  avoided? 

Is  Bible  study  worth  the  time  and 
commitment?  Yes,  because  it  is  the 
only  study  that  has  eternal  rewards, 
offers  the  real  solutions  to  your  per- 
sonal problems,  and  teaches  about 
the  creator  and  God.  The  foundation 
of  Spiritual  Growth  is  Bible  study  and 
I  know  that  every  Christian  wants  to 
"grow  up  in  all  aspects  unto  Him,  who 
is  the  head,  even  Christ."  herald 


Elliott  "Tex"  Hudson  re- 
turned to  his  home  town  of 
Baltimore.  Maryland  in 
1984  to  begin  a  Grace 
Brethren  Church  following  a 
stint  of  missionary  service 
in  France.  A  graduate  of 
University  of  Richmond 
(Virginia),  University  of 
North  Carolina  (Chapel  Hill),  and  Grace 
Theological  Seminary  (Indiana),  he  and  his 
wife.  Betsy,  have  three  children. 


30 


HERALD/September  1986 


1.  Age  category  (circle  one): 

Under  18  18-24 

25-39  40-55 

56-69  70  + 

2.  Status  (check  appropriate  boxes): 

□  Male  □  Female 

D  Single  □  Married 

□  Other 

3.  Location:  State  in  which  you  reside? 
Internationally:  Which  country? 


4.  How  long  have  you  been  receiving 
the  HERALD  magazine? 
(check  one): 


□  1  year  or  less 

□  6-10  years 


□  2-5  years 

□  10+  years 


Which  of  the  following  catagories 
represents  your  position  in  your 
church?  (check  one): 

□  Pastor/wife 

□  Layperson 

□  Church  Officer 

□  Christian  Ed.  Worker 

(Sunday  school  teacher, 
youth  leader.girls/boys  clubs) 

When  you  receive  your  HERALD 
magazine,  what  do  you  read  first? 
(check  one): 


□  News  Update 

□  WMC 

□  GBHMC 

□  CE 

□  FMS 

□  Grace 

7.  When  you  read  the  HERALD 
Magazine,  do  you  (check  one): 

□  read  cover  to  cover       □  spot  read 

□  read  selected  articles    □  skim 

8.  After  reading  the  HERALD  do  you 
pass  it  on  to  someone  else? 
(check  one): 

□  Always  □  Frequently 

□  Sometimes     □  Never 

9.  In  1986,  each  monthly  HERALD 
magazine  has  concentrated  on  a 
specific  theme.  Have  the  theme 
issues  been  beneficial  to  you? 
(check  one): 

□  Very  beneficial 

□  Somewhat  beneficial 

□  Not  very  beneficial 
D  Didn't  notice 

10.  Special  "How-to"  sections  were 
featured  in  several  issues  this  past 
year.  (Help  for  those  who  are 
hurting,  March  pg  25;  How  to  help 
the  sick.  April  pg  19;  Hints  for 
singles    ministries.    June    pg   27; 


Ideas  on  sharing  your  faith.  July 
pg  22).  Are  these  features  helpful  in 
your  christian  walk?  (check  one): 
□  Yes        D  No        □  Didn't  Notice 

11.  Since  the  HERALD  magazine  is  a 
denominational  magazine,  do  you 
feel  you  are  kept  informed  of  the 
activities  and  functions  of  the 
international  boards?  (check  one): 

□  Always 

□  Frequently 

□  Sometimes 

□  I  want  more  information 

12.  Realizing  advertising  is  used  to 
supplement  the  cost  of  the 
HERALD  magazine,  do  the 
advertisements  influence  your 
purchasing  (check  one): 

□  Always  D  Frequently 

□  Sometimes     □  Never 

13.  What  other  Christian  publications 
do  you  read?  (check  appropriate 
boxes): 

□  Moody 

□  Eternity 

□  Campus  Life 
D  Decision 

□  Christianity  Today 

□  Others 


I 


n  January  of  this  year.  HERALD 
readers  were  introduced  to  a  "new 
look"  of  the  HERALD  Magazine.  As  we 
prepare  for  1987  we  are  evaluating  the 
1986  HERALD.  Our  purpose  is  still 
the  same  and  that  is  to  edify  the  Grace 
Brethren  body  of  believers,  and  con- 
tinue to  be  an  encouragement  in  the 
walk  of  faith.  It  is  important  for  our 
staff  to  step  back  and  review  the 
magazine  from  the  readers  point  of 
view. 

To  be  fair  and  open  in  the  process, 
we  need  your  help.  Please  take  a  few 
minutes  and  answer  the  following 
questions.  Feel  free  to  add  additional 
comments  on  a  separate  sheet  of 
paper. 


14.  How  would  you  compare  the  HERALD  magazine  with  other  Christian 
publications?  (Circle  Ratings): 

Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor 

CONTENT  12  3  4 

APPEARANCE  12  3  4 

USEFULNESS  12  3  4 

15.  For  the  1986  HERALD  we  have  made  adjustments  in  format,  contenl 
and  appearance.  How  do  you  rate  these  changes?  (circle  ratings): 

Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor  Didn't  Notice 

FORMAT  12  3  4  5 

CONTENT  12  3  4  5 

APPEARANCE  12  3  4  5 

16.  In  the  past  nine  months,  what  article  in  the  HERALD  do  you  remember 
reading? 

TITLE  OR  SUBJECT  MATTER:    


17.  What  subject  would  you  like  to  see  addressed  in  upcoming  issues  of  the 
HERALD  magazine. 


Thank  you  for  participating  in  this  survey.  Your  answers  and  comments 
will  help  us  during  our  1987  planning  sessions.  Please  return  the  survey  by 
November  30,  1986.  Continue  to  pray  for  the  Herald  staff  as  we  work  to 
spread  the  gospel  truths  through  the  printed  page. 

Return  surveys  to:  HERALD  MAGAZINE 

The  Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Company 

P.O.  Box  544 

Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590 
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Grace  Schools  Is 

Celebrating  Its  50th  Birthday 

And  You  Get  A  Gift! 


All  you  have  to  do  is  complete  and 
mail  the  coupon  below  and  you'll 
receive  a  free  one-year  subscription 
to  Grace  Magazine. 

It's  unlike  any  Christian  publica- 
tion you've  ever  read.  You'll  find  some 
news  about  events  on  campus  at  Grace 
College  and  Seminary. 

But  the  magazine's  primary  focus 
is  on  the  people  of  Grace.  People  like 
you. 

Through  beautiful  photographs 
and  simple,  expressive  words,  you'll 

enter  into  the  daily  lives  of  the  men  and  women  who  work  here, 
study  here,  and  who  graduated  from  Grace. 

Their  stories  will  encourage  you  to  join  with  them  in  making 
your  life  count  for  eternity. 

So  accept  our  special  offer  and  mail  the  coupon  today  to 
receive  your  free  one-year  subscription  to  Grace  Magazine.  But 
before  you  do,  consider  something  else. 

You  Cm  Give  A  Gift  Tool 


□  YES,  send  me  a  free  one-year  subscription 
( four  issues )  to  Grace  Magazine. 

□  I  also  want  to  support  Grace  Schools  with 
a  special  50th  Anniversary  gift.  Enclosed  is: 

□   S50        □   S 

Name  


Grace  Schools  wouldn't  be  cele- 
brating its  Fiftieth  Anniversary  were 
it  not  for  the  support  of  fellow  Grace 
Brethren  friends  like  you. 

And,  quite  simply,  we  won't  cele- 
brate our  sixtieth  or  one  hundredth 
anniversary  without  your  continued 
support. 

That's  why,  if  you've  never  given 

to  Grace  Schools,  we're  asking  you  to 

consider  doing  so  today  by  sending  a 

special  Fiftieth  Anniversary  gift  of  S50. 

However,  if  you're  already  one  of  our  supporters,  we're  asking 

you  to  consider  sending  a  gift  that's  50  percent  greater  than  your 

largest  gift  last  year. 

But  no  matter  what  you  send,  your  gift  will  help  keep  the 
cost  of  a  quality  Grace  College  or  Seminar)-  education  within  the 
reach  of  even1  student. 

So  think  of  your  donation  not  as  a  gift  to  a  school,  but  as  an 
investment  in  the  life  of  one  person  who  wants  to  impact  the 
world  for  Christ.  With  your  help,  Grace  can  help  him  or  her  do 
it  better. 


Dr.  John  J.  Davis.  President  of  Grace  Schools. 


Address 

City/State/Zip  

Your  gift  is  income  tax  deductible. 
Clip  and  mail  to:  Grace  Schools 

200  Seminar)-  Drive 
Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
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'  he  visitors  at  Winona  Lake  have 
retreated  to  their  homes  and  their  nor- 
mal cycles  of  life.  A  new  group  is  now 
on  the  scene.  It  is  the  annual  change 
of  scenery  for  the  more  permanent 
residents  of  this  little  town  by  the  lake. 
The  summer  visitors  are  the  Bible 
conference  groups  and  their  meetings 
are  limited  to  about  six  days  at  the 
most.  They,  too,  are  now  gone.  The 


semi-permanent  residents  make  up 
our  second  group  of  visitors.  They  will 
stay  about  eight  and  one-half  months 
and  then,  too,  return  to  their  homes. 
They  are  the  students. 

We,  the  locals,  know  it  is  about  time 
for  Fall  and  Winter  when  the  visitors 
take  on  a  younger  look  and  the  hill- 
dwellers  increase  in  population.  It  is 
that  time  of  year  and  a  time  to  reflect 
a  little.  The  highlight  of  the  Bible  con- 
ference year  is  when  the  Brethren 
come  to  town.  We  are  a  bit  prejudice 
about  who  we  call  the  nicest  visitors 
who  come  to  Winona:  but,  honestly, 
we  do  like  Brethren  week  the  best. 

It  was  late  July  when  the  first  of  the 
group  came  to  town.  Traditionally, 
they  are  the  members  of  the  boards  of 
our  organizations.  The  trickle  turns  to 
a  Hood  and  everyone  is  shaking  hands 
and  kissing  and  the  music  starts  and 
the  sermons  and  workshops  come  in 
quick  lightning-like  movement.  The 
92nd  Annual  Conference  of  the  Na- 
tional Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  is 
a  busy  time.  This  year  it  was  no 
different. 

Men  and  boys,  ministers  and  ladies 
groups  met  separately  and  together. 
They  sang  together,  prayed  together 
and  talked  together  and  did  an  awful 
lot  of  eating  together.  There  were 
breakfasts  and  coffee  breaks  and  lun- 
cheons and  banquets  and,  after 
everything  was  finished,  there  were 
sundaes  and  sandwiches  and  a  final 
bit  of  fellowship  each  day. 

We  thanked  two  of  our  faithful 
organization  leaders  for  the  fine  jobs 
they  had  done.  Neither  is  about  to 
retire,  be  certain  of  that!  They  are  just 
shifting  responsibilities.  Dr.  Homer 
Kent,  stepped  down  from  the 
presidential  tasks  at  Grace  Schools  to 
return  to  the  classroom.  Rev.  Jack 
Zielasko.  who  has  headed  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions  for  about  twenty 
years,  is  headed  back  to  Brazil  with 
his  wife,  Jean.  A  big  thanks  to  both 
Homer  and  Jack  for  their  endless 
hours  of  work  in  behalf  of  the  Lord 
and  the  Fellowship. 

Dr.  John  Mayes  led  us  cheerfully 
and  efficiently  through  the  business 
sessions.  Pastor  Charles  Ashman 
helped  to  keep  us  all  coordinated  and 


on  time.  We  had  one  big  problem  to 
meet  and  answer.  The  Ministers' 
Retirement  Fund  is  a  few  months 
from  running  out  of  cash.  Cash  is  a 
necessary  part  of  the  payments  to 
these  faithful  men  and  women  who 
have  served  the  Lord.  You  will  be 
called  on  to  become  a  part  of  the  solu- 
tion. This  is  a  must  effort  and  you  can 
help.  The  delegates  voted  without  dis- 
sent to  move  forward  to  a  new  plan. 

The  numbers  on  the  reports  still 
looked  quite  weak,  as  far  as  churches 
and  memberships  are  concerned.  The 
call  for  revival  is  a  consent  one.  We 
must  be  motivated  in  our  work  as 
Brethren.  We  are  paying  a  big  price  for 
our  present  and  past  attitude.  Growth 
has  stopped  in  our  ranks. 

We  also  faced  another  major  pro- 
blem and  it  is  finances.  When  we 
added  up  the  income  and  the  outgo 
from  our  boards,  we  found  there  was 
a  deficit  of  about  $450,000.  This  can- 
not go  on  for  very  long.  This  is  also  a 
first  for  us  and  goes  hand-in-hand 
with  the  growth  of  our  Fellowship. 

There  were  notes  of  unity  and 
fellowship.  There  was  a  positive  ring 
about  the  conference  and  the  attitude 
prevailed  that  we  could  overcome  the 
negative  with  the  Lord's  help.  The 
speakers  from  our  group  lifted  a 
positive  cry  for  conquest  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  Os  Guiness,  our  special 
speaker,  outlined  some  dimensions  of 
Christian  thought  and  stretched  the 
minds  of  our  thinking.  He  may  have 
stretched  some  to  the  breaking  point. 

So.  we  repeated  the  action  in  reverse 
order.  It  was  a  time  to  say  "goodbye," 
so  we  ate  together  for  the  last  time, 
shook  hands  around  the  circles  of  our 
friendship,  kissed  those  special 
friends  and  headed  back  to 
responsibilities. 

However,  it  is  not  all  over.  What  we 
heard  and  saw  and  felt  left  a  mark  on 
each  of  us;  and  for  the  good! 

Next  year  —  at  Winona!  mn$LD 


JJ 


Charles  Tlirner  is  publisher  of  the  Herald 
magazine  and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Company  in 
Winona  Lake.  IN. 
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in  our  day  when  people 
seem  caught  in  the  race  of 
success,  what  is  happen- 
ing to  our  children?  Does  it 
really  matter?  The  cold 
hard  statistics  show  us: 
youth  suicide  is  up,  more 
kids  are  becoming 
runaways,  child  abduc- 
tions and  pregnancies  are 
increasing. 

It's  easiest  to  accept  this 
mess  if  we  think  only 
numbers  .  .  .  what  about  the  faces  behind  each  number? 
It  doesn't  seem  to  bother  unless  we  know  one  of  these  kids? 
It  is  easy  to  sit  back  and  let  the  kids  raise  themselves 
nowadays.  Having  three  children  of  my  own,  sometimes 
our  house  is  more  like  a  zoo  than  a  "haven  of  rest".  I  catch 
myself  at  times  escaping  into  tv,  a  newspaper  or  my  work, 
letting  the  kids  do  their  own  thing.  It  takes  time  and 
energy  to  play  and  do  things  the  kids  need  to  do.  Yet  when 
spending  the  time  together,  our  relationship  is  strengthen- 
ed, reminding  me  of  checking  my  priorities.  One  of  them 
must  be  the  youth  around  us.  The  kids  don't  have  to  be 
our  children  only.  What  about  their  friends  or  the  boy  next 
door?  We  can  have  an  impact  so  easily  for  the  Lord.  Don't 
miss  the  opportunities  around  you.  Don't  wait  for  the  kids 
to  take  the  first  step. 

The  Editor 


C  E 


Aggressively 

Reaching  Youth 


t/oe 


oey  is  a  seventeen  year  old  I've 
never  met,  but  I  read  about  his  story 
in  this  morning's  newspaper.  He  has 
a  drug  habit  and  has  been  arrested 
several  times  for  theft.  His  mother 
stated,  "He's  nothing  but  a  spy  and  a 
thief.  I'll  never  trust  him  again.  I  want 
him  taken  out  of  my  home." 

Debbie  comes  to  our  church  nearly 
every  Sunday  morning,  but  only 
because  her  mother  makes  her.  As  I 
sat  across  from  her  in  McDonalds  she 
made  no  bones  about  where  she  was 
coming  from;  "I  don't  believe  in  God 
and  my  mother's  a  witch.  I  can't  wait 
until  I  am  old  enough  to  get  away  from 
her!" 

Jackie  ran  away  from  home  six 
months  ago.  She  hates  her  stepfather 
and  everything  he  stands  for  --  in- 
cluding Christianity. 

Ron  showed  up  at  our  youth  group 
about  a  year  ago  --  along  with  his 
teenage  brother  and  sister.  Both  of  his 
parents  were  Christians  but  Ron  just 
wasn't  interested. 

Fact  is  that  all  of  us  have  kids  like 
Joey,  Debbie,  Jackie,  and  Ron  who 
cross  our  paths.  But,  how  do  you 
reach  them  and  the  countless  number 
of  youths  just  like  them?  I  believe 
there  are  three  approaches  to  youth 
ministry  that  answers  this  question. 

First,  we  must  have  a  diverse  youth 
program.  Tbo  many  churches  make 
the  mistake  of  assuming  all  youth  are 
at  the  same  place  in  their  spiritual 
development.  Nothing  could  be  far- 
ther from  the  truth!  Within  the  con- 
text of  our  ministry  we  have  students 
like  Debbie  who  has  no  use  for  God 
and  others  like  Rich  who  became  a 
Christian  at  our  winter  retreat  and 
begs  for  more  helps  to  grow  as  a 
believer.  Further,  we  have  kids 
everywhere  in  between!  Tb  assume  all 
teenagers  are  at  the  same  level 
spiritually  or  that  simply  a  few  things 
at  your  church  can  meet  eveyone's 
needs  at  once  is  naive. 

Another  mistake  churches  often 
make  is  response  to  the  above  pro- 
blem is  to  zero  in  on  one  particular 
type  of  young  person  (usually  the 
ones  who  are  "serious  minded  about 
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spiritual  things")  and  build  their 
whole  program  around  ministering  to 
these  kids  only.  It's  true  we  need  to 
help  the  youth  in  our  group  who 
desire  to  grow  spiritually,  but  are  we 
really  willing  to  cast  the  others  into 
the  hands  of  Satan  and  just  "write 
them  off'?  I  know  I'm  not!  We  must 
have  a  diverse  youth  program  offering 
opportunity  for  growth  to  those  who 
desire  it,  as  well  as  reaching  out  and 
drawing  others  in  who  come  solely 
because  what  you  are  offering  sounds 
fun.  We  have  young  people  we  never 
see  except  every  year  when  we  go  to 
Kings  Island.  Does  that  upset  me?  No 
way  --  because  it  gives  me  an  in-road 
into  these  kids'  lives  I  would  not  have 
if  we  stopped  going  to  Kings  Island! 
Too  many  churches  offer  nothing  to 
their  youth  except  Bible  studies. 
That's  fine  if  someone  wants  to  study 
Scriptures,  but  what  about  the  kids 
who  aren't  at  that  place  yet?  Having 
a  diverse  program  attempting  to  ap- 
peal to  young  people  all  along  the 
gamit  allows  you  to  effectively 
minister  to  all  the  youth  within  your 
scope  of  ministry. 


A  diverse  youth  program 
reaches  youth  who  want 
to  grow  as  well  as  those 
who  only  want  to  have 
fun. 


A  second  approach  in  reaching  this 
generation  is  building  relationships. 
I  often  tell  my  adult  youth  staff  our 
programs  might  get  kids  out  initially 
but  it  is  the  relationships  we  build 
with  them  that  will  keep  them  com- 
ing. You  see,  young  people  don't  have 
to  come  to  your  youth  functions! 
There  are  tons  of  places  kids  can  go 
to  have  fun  --  movies,  concerts,  ar- 
cades, etc.  If  all  you're  doing  is  offer- 
ing youth  "fun"  they'll  go  elsewhere. 
However,  what  the  church  can  and 
should  offer  the  young  person  that  he 
isn't  getting  anywhere  else  is  RELA- 
TIONSHIP. I  want  the  people  in  my 


youth  group,  if  nothing  else,  to  know 
I  love  them!  That's  done  by  taking 
time  to  talk  with  them  and  find  out 
what's  going  on  in  "their  world,"  by 
meeting  them  for  lunch  at  school,  by 
taking  them  out  for  a  Coke  at 
McDonalds,  by  playing  pick-up 
basketball  with  them,  and  so  on.  It's 
real  easy  for  me  to  get  caught  up  in 
planning  "programs"  for  my  kids  -  so 
I  constantly  remind  myself  that  more 
than  fun  activities  and  super  Sunday 
school  lessons  my  kids  need  to  know 


.  .  .  programs  might  get 
kids  out  initially  but  it 
is  the  relationships  we 
build  with  them  that 
will  keep  them  coming. 


sorts  of  different  kids  with  different 
interests. 

When  we  look  around  at  the  messed 
up  lives  of  so  many  teens  today  it  is 
easy  to  be  discouraged.  However,  I'm 
reminded  of  Paul's  words  in  2  Cor.  4:1, 
"Therefore,  since  through  God's 
mercy  we  have  this  ministry,  we  do 
not  lose  heart".  When  "our 
ministries"  are  "God's  ministries" 
there  is  no  need  to  give  up.  We  can  ef- 
fectively reach  young  people  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  if  we  will  dedicate 
ourselves  to  ministering  to  youth  at 
different  levels  through  diverse  pro- 
graming, concentrate  on  building 
relationships  with  them  that  com- 
municates we  truly  love  them,  and 
recruit  and  train  other  adults  to  aid  us 
in  the  battle  for  the  minds  and  souls 
of  today's  youth,  herald 


I  love  them.  This  is  shown  to  them  by 
my  involvement  in  their  lives.  A  friend  I 
of  mine  in  a  large  Detroit  area  church 
tries  to  at  least  touch  every  kid  that 
comes  out  to  their  mid-week  youth 
Bible  study  (usually  about  200).  I've 
learned  from  him  and  try  to  do  the 
same.  That  pat  on  the  shoulder  says 
"You're  important  to  me  -  I  care  about 
you!" 

The  final  approach  in  reaching  kids 
is  to  have  a  solid  youth  staff.  Too  many 
youth  workers  are  "lone  rangers" 
when  it  comes  to  ministering.  That's 
unfortunate  because  no  matter  how 
good  he  may  be,  no  one  can  effective- 
ly build  bridges  of  friendship  to  every 
kid.  I've  been  blessed  with  the 
greatest  group  of  youth  workers  in  the 
world.  Fifteen  adults  share  the  respon- 
sibility with  me  of  operating  our 
youth  ministry.  I  know  of  many  youth 
pastors  who  try  to  do  it  alone.  Yet, 
what  I've  discovered  is  not  all  the  kids 
relate  best  to  me.  Having  a  "team"  of 
dedicated  youth  workers  who  love  our 
kids  and  are  committed  to  them 
allows  us  to  minister  to  the  jock  as 
well  as  the  burn-out,  the  cheerleader 
as  well  as  the  home  ec.  student,  and 
the  computer  brain  as  well  as  the 
band  member.  Having  a  staff  of  youth 
workers  allows  us  to  minister  to  all 


Jay  Firebaugh  is  youth 
pastor  at  the  East  Side 
Grace  Brethren  church  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he 
has  a  growing  youth 
ministry. 
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by  DARON  BUTLER 


n  his  comfortable  condominium, 
a  Navajo  Indian  finishes  his  meal  of 
fried  bread  and  potatoes  and  moves 
across  the  room  to  his  personal  com- 
puter. There,  he  checks  how  many 
sheep  he  has  and  calculates  the 
amount  of  wool  they  will  produce. 
Then,  he  picks  up  the  phone  and  dials 
his  broker  to  get  the  financial  forecast 
on  the  wool  market. 

If  this  seems  "far-fetched"  and  con- 
trary to  the  usual  depiction  of  half- 
naked  war-crying  "savages",  well 
you've  been  watching  too  much  televi- 
sion. In  actuality,  it  is  closer  to  the 
truth  than  one  may  think. 

We  Navajo  Indians  live  in  the  high 
plateau  country  of  northwest  New 
Mexico  and  northeast  Arizona.  Our 


people  lived  here  long  before  Colum- 
bus first  saw  the  red  man  and  called 
him  "Indian,"  or  white  people  came  to 
these  shores.  Our  land  is  big  and  filled 
with  sandstone  rock  formations,  high 
mesas,  twisted  cedar  and  pinon  trees, 
and  the  pungent  sagebrush.  Deep 
blue  skies,  like  the  turquoise  stones  in 
our  jewelry,  are  filled  with  fleecy 
clouds  that  drift  lazily  across  the 
heavens  like  flocks  of  sheep  on  the 
mesa  tops. 


The  Indian  social  en- 
vironment is  influenced 
by  the  greater  American 
social  environment  and 
by  the  Navajos 
themselves. 

Our  traditional  homes,  called 
hogans,  are  made  with  adobe  mud 
and  cedar  logs.  They  are  warm  and 
snug  in  the  winter  and  cool  in  the 
summer.  Yet,  across  the  reservation, 
the  hogan  is  being  replaced  by  mobile 
homes  and  more  conventional  style 
housing.  Many  are  equipped  with 
utilities,  including  electricity. 

Horse  and  wagon  was  once  the  ma- 
jor mode  of  transportation.  Now,  cars 
and  pickups  are  seen  everywhere. 
Mobility  is  a  major  factor  in  the 
changes  occurring  on  the  reservation. 

The  Navajo  people  are  quiet  and 
content  to  live  a  simple  life  close  to  the 
land.  But  life  has  become  more  com- 
plicated in  this  twentieth  century  and 
the  reservation  will  not  support  the 
nearly  250,000  members  of  our  tribe. 
Even  though  our  leaders  have  turned 
to  education  and  have  adopted  many 
of  the  white  man's  ways  we  still  face 
many  difficult  challenges. 
Alcoholism,  unwed  mothers,  drug 
abuse,  and  poor  family  communica- 
tion are  some  of  the  problems  which 
have  surfaced. 

I  see  the  Navajo  at  a  crossroad  in 
social  development.  The  Indian  social 
environment  is  influenced  by  the 
greater  American  social  environment 
and  by  the  Navajos  themselves.  As 
technology  expands,  values  change  in 
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both  cultures.  And  as  the  Navajo 
himself  integrates  the  changes  he 
sees,  he  influences  his  future.  What 
choices  should  the  Navajo  make? 
What  makes  one  choice  better  than 
the  other?  Is  the  Navajo  prepared  to 
make  such  decisions?  These  ques- 
tions need  to  be  answered  by  the 
Navajo. 

It  is  here  the  Grace  Brethren  Nava- 
jo Mission  (GBNM)  has  begun  to  help 
the  Navajo  answer  these  questions.  At 
the  Mission  School,  many  Navajo 
children  and  youth  have  learned 
about  God  and  His  world,  as  well  as 
the  disciples  of  English  and  math. 
GBNM  teaches  Christian  values 
alongside  the  scholastic  subjects  and 
through  daily  Bible  classes  and  week- 
ly chapels.  The  staff  plays  a  leading 
role  in  nurturing  and  cultivating  prin- 
ciples and  values.  Whether  they  know 
it  or  not,  everything  they  do  in  each 
situation  is  carefully  scrutinized  and 
locked  into  Navajo  minds. 

The  impact  is  evident  when  talking 
with  graduates  of  GBNM.  One  former 
student  told  of  the  Christ-like  love  a 
staff  member  showed  her  during  her 
school  days.  Another  said  if  he  had 
listened  to  what  the  GBNM  staff  said, 
he  wouldn't  be  where  he  is  now.  In 
spite  of  his  wayward  lifestyle,  he  is  still 
grateful  for  the  positive  influence  of 
GBNM. 


The  staff  (of  the  Grace 
Brethren  Navajo  Mis- 
sion) plays  a  leading 
role  in  nurturing  and 
cultivating  principles 
and  values. 

Even  the  elderly  comment  that 
things  were  better  when  it  was  just 
the  Navajo  and  GBNM,  alluding  to  the 
infiltration  of  other  religious  groups 
on  the  reservation  after  the  Grace 
Brethren  work  began  in  1947. 

GBNM  is  important  to  the  future  of 
the  Navajo  Indian  through  its 
teaching  of  the  gospel.  In  order  for  a 
Navajo  young  person  to  live  suc- 
cessfully, he  must  first  know  Jesus 


Christ  as  His  personal  Savior.  Without 
a  personal  relationship  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  grid  of  integration,  the 
Navajo  young  person  is  without  good 
discernment. 

In  this  twentieth  century  the  Nava- 
jo is  being  bombarded  with  a  "fast 
food",  "quick  and  easy"  mentality.  In 
spite  of  his  naturally  slow  demeanor, 
the  Navajo  young  person  must  learn 
quickly  to  integrate  his  Christian 
teaching  with  his  native  mind-set. 
This  will  result  in  his  making  right 
choices. 


GBNM  is  important  to 
the  Navajo  future 
because  it  brings  hope 
to  a  people  at  the 
crossroad. 

With  the  advent  of  the  computer 
age,  the  Navajo  needs  to  become 
familiar  with  its  technological  advan- 
tages. A  computer  was  donated  to 
GBNM  to  train  students  in  these  skills. 
Both  the  change  of  values  and  expan- 
ding technology  greatly  influence  the 
Navajo  education  and  each  student 
has  opportunity  for  a  well-rounded 
Christian  education  at  GBNM. 

GBNM  cannot  make  the  choices  for 
the  Navajo  young  person,  though  at 
times  they  wish  they  could.  The  in- 
fluence and  importance  of  the  mission 
to  the  future  of  the  Navajo  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  prayers  and  involvement 
of  the  GBNM  staff,  parents  of  the 
children  attending  the  school,  and  in- 
terested friends. 

The  choices  made  today  affect 
tomorrow.  If  the  Navajo  chooses  to  go 
against  God  and  His  Biblical  instruc- 
tion, then  he  is  destined  for  heartache 
and  trouble.  The  Navajo  young  person 
faces  the  same  struggles  and  pro- 
blems of  any  teen,  yet  his  culture  and 
other  factors  inflame  the  problems. 

There  is  little  family  interaction 
among  Navajos.  Why?  Probably 
because  the  kids  questions  and 
thoughts  are  more  elevated  than  what 
the  parents  are  equipped  to  handle, 
since  the  average  Navajo  parent  has  a 


sixth  grade  education.  This  creates 
young  people  who  are  intellectually 
equal  to  or  above  that  of  their  parents. 
And  Navajo  parents  are  reluctant  to 
talk  about  sexual  matters  or  problem 
areas  because  of  guilt  and  shame  in 
their  own  lives.  Yet  the  parents  con- 
demn such  activities  as  pre-marital 
sex,  drinking  liquor,  smoking,  etc. 
even  though  they  have  experienced 
those  same  problems.  They  punish 
their  child  by  yelling  at  him  and  say- 
ing he  or  she  is  "no  "good." 

Low  self-esteem  is  rampant  among 
Navajo  young  people  and  they  escape 
to  the  security  of  their  friends,  televi- 
sion, radio,  or  tape  player.  But  the 
young  Navajo  only  compounds  the 
problem  by  withdrawing.  There  he  is 
vulnerable  to  peer  pressure  and  the 
consequences  of  drinking,  smoking, 
and  'goin^vith-girls-who-do."  The 
results  are  the  same  everywhere  - 
pain,  heartache,  guilt,  and  shame.  All 
these  haunt  and  hurt  the  young 
person. 

Only  a  loving,  caring,  understan- 
ding parent,  adult,  or  pastor  can  help 
him  or  her.  Once  he  finds  a  listener, 
he  "chews  his  ear  off'  sharing  himself. 
He  searches  for  people  who  care  and 
see  through  his  ploys  and  who  pick  up 
on  the  hints  of  the  problems  he  hints 
at  during  a  conversation.  The 
frightened  Navajo  young  person  is 
happy  when  someone  cares,  but  he 
doesn't  know  how  to  respond  to 
attention. 

GBNM  is  important  to  the  Navajo 
future  because  it  brings  hope  to  a  peo- 
ple at  the  crossroad.  And  for  Navajo 
youth,  God's  love  is  truly  the  key  to 
the  future.  HercjLD 
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Commitment  to 

Second  Fiddle 


hat  is  the  most  dif- 
ficult position  in  the  entire  or- 
chestra?" world  famous  conductor 
was  once  asked.  He  was  quick  to  rep- 
ly. "Second  fiddle." 

Being  a  team  member  is  important. 
A  quarterback  would  be  rather  inef- 
fective without  the  other  ten  members 
of  his  team! 

The  Bible  has  much  to  say  about 
those  who  play  a  supportive  role  on 
the  first  string.  Just  to  mention  a  few. 
the  great  General  Joshua,  played  se- 
cond fiddle  to  Moses  for  years. 
Joshua's  right  hand  man,  Caleb,  was 
a  great  man  of  faith  who  could  see 
things  in  proper  perspective. 

As  one  the  12  spies  who  spied  out 
the  land  for  Israel,  it  was  Caleb  who 
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stood  with  Joshua  and  said,  "God  is 
with  us,  let  us  go  in  and  possess  the 
land."  Oh,  he  saw  the  same  14-foot 
giants  of  Anak  and  walled  cities  the 
others  saw,  but  his  vision  was  not 
clouded  by  unbelief.  Deuteronomy 
1:36  says,  "He  hath  wholly  followed 
the  Lord."  That  means  he  was  playing 

I  I 

Second  fiddle  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to 
produce  harmony  in  an 
orchestra. 

on  the  first  team.  The  scripture  tells 
us  he  played  his  position  well  for  45 
years  (persistence  personified). 

One  day  he  said,  "Give  me  this 
mountain"  (Joshua  14:12)  and  the 
Lord  gave  it  to  him  as  it  was  promised. 
Being  the  individual  he  was,  Caleb 
would  not  ask  for  something  he  had 
not  earned.  At  the  time  he  asked  for 
it,  it  was  still  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
He  learned  his  support  role  well  and 
became  equipped  to  handle  his  role 
well  as  the  leader. 

The  Old  Testament  has  no  corner 
on  those  who  filled  this  position. 
Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother,  always 
played  second  position  to  his  brother, 
but  it  was  Andrew  who  solved  the  pro- 
blem of  feeding  the  5,000.  It  was 
Andrew  who  took  the  Greeks  to  Jesus. 
Andrew  -  faithful  and  mature.  What 
a  way  to  play  a  supportive  role. 

In  mentioning  supportive  roles,  let's 
not  leave  out  the  combination  of  Paul 
and  Barnabus.  You  see  it  was  Bar- 
nabus  who  opened  the  door  for  Paul 
in  Jerusalem  so  that  he  might 
minister. 

Paul,  a  role  model  as  a  proven 
church  planter,  certainly  knew  the 
value  of  team  effort.  In  his  travels  he 
always  had  an  entourage  of  three  to 
six  people  with  him  (Acts  13:1-5) 
(18:1-3).  The  only  city  mentioned 
when  he  was  alone  was  Athens  (Acts 
17:16),  and  he  planted  no  church 
there. 

Church  planting  today  has  not 
changed  in  that  it  is  very  much 
dependent  upon  supporting  people, 
not  second  team  people;  those,  like 


Caleb  "who  wholly  follow  the  Lord." 
They  understand  sacrifice  just  as  the 
church  planter/pastor  does,  because 
they  suffer  the  same  hardships,  such 
as  leaving  families,  sacrificing 
material  wants  for  spiritual  needs, 
which  becomes  a  blessing  derived  no 
other  way.  They  see  stumbling  blocks 
become  stepping  stones,  even  at  the 
time  they  seem  just  as  real  as  the 
giants  of  Anak  were  to  Caleb. 

Let's  bring  this  entire  thing  of 
church  planting  up  to  date.  Three  new 
churches  were  started  in  Florida  in  an 
18  month  period.  How  did  it  happen? 
First,  the  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Orlando  had  a  burden  to  reach  out. 
Second,  there  were  those  who  were 
willing  to  open  their  homes  for  a  place 
to  worship,  just  as  Priscilla  and  Aquila 
did.  Without  these  supportive  role 
players  these  churches  would  not 
have  been  started. 


As  a  businessman  or 
woman,  professional 
person,  factory  worker, 
or  student,  there  is  a 
place  in  church  planting 
for  you. 

Since  we  are  looking  at  the  impor- 
tant role  of  support  people  in  church 
planting,  let's  look  further  at  Priscilla 
and  Aquila.  Acts  18:1-3  identifies 
them  not  as  missionaries  or  traveling 
evangelists,  but  as  tent  makers,  mer- 
chants in  the  market  place.  This  is  an 
important,  vital  part  in  church 
planting. 

Paul  spoke  of  the  saints  in  Caesar's 
household  who  had  a  great  sphere  of 
influence  in  the  market  place.  This  is 
a  ministry  not  to  be  overlooked  in 
church  planting.  As  a  business  man 
or  woman,  professional  person,  fac- 
tory worker,  or  student,  there  is  a 
place  in  church  planting  for  you. 

A  cause  in  point  is  the  recent 
development  of  Grace  Brethren  chur- 
ches in  Alaska.  There  are  towns  in 
this  state  which  have  the  reputation 
for  not  being  friendly  to  strangers.  To 
plant  a  church  with  a  positive  gospel 


witness  in  that  environment  would 
take  time  and  a  definite  strategy. 

Through  the  Spirit's  leading,  three 
couples,  along  with  their  children, 
volunteered  to  sell  all  they  had,  give 
up  the  security  of  family  ties,  and  go 
some  5,000  miles  to  be  merchants  in 
the  market  place  in  a  strange  land. 
There  was  no  promise  of  what  type  of 
merchant  they  might  become,  but 
they  were  willing  to  wholly  follow  the 
Lord. 

There  were  walled  cities  to  be  con- 
quered and  giants  to  be  slain.  Sleep- 
ing on  the  apartment  floor  in  a  sleep- 
ing sack  for  six  months  or  living  on 
a  fishing  boat  is  sacrifice.  Doing  all 
types  of  odd  jobs  just  to  get  along  is 
very  discouraging  at  times,  especial- 
ly when  there  are  not  too  many  to  be 
found.  God  is  faithful,  however,  and 
steady  jobs  were  eventually  provided 
in  the  community  for  all. 

Each  family  became  a  sphere  of  in- 
fluence in  the  community.  Five  years 
later,  they  have  a  church  of  over  100. 
Two  of  these  first  couples  are  again 
starting  a  new  church  in  a  totally  new 
culture.  The  third  couple  remains 
behind  to  give  continued  strength  to 
this  now  self-supporting  church. 

Paul  said  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
gospel  he  was  willing  to  go  as  a 
pioneer.  He  was  church  planter,  one 
who  went  before  to  open  the  way  for 
others  to  follow. 

Second  fiddle  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  produce  harmony  in  an 
orchestra.  A  similar  position  is  needed 
to  complete  God's  team  in  church 
planting. 

It  is  these  pioneers  who  carry  the 
light  to  touch  the  world  for  Christ. 


£d  Jackson  came  to  the 
position  of  eastern  director 
for  Grace  Brethren  Home 
Missions  with  proven  ex- 
perience in  church  plan- 
ting. He  has  been  in- 
strumental in  beginning 
churches  in  Florida.  Alaska, 
and  Ohio  and  now  oversees 
the  development  of  new  Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregations in  the  eastern  United  States. 
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Ministerinq 


to  the 
Church  of 
Tomorrow 


Is  it  possible  to  have  a 
thriving  children's 
ministry  in  a 
developing  church? 
This  pastor  thinks  so. 


w 


here  are  we  going  to 
church  today?  Let's  go  to  our  old  one!" 
said  a  faint  whiny  voice.  The  children 
had  become  accustomed  to  going  to 
one  particular  church  and  they  hated 
leaving  their  friends;  so  did  we. 

Where  would  we  go  to  church  to- 
day? We  wanted  to  be  a  blessing  to 
others,  but  we  also  needed  to  worship 
the  Lord  and  be  built  up  in  the  faith 
-  all  six  of  us,  from  age  four  to  35. 

For  a  period  of  three  months,  I  got 
a  fresh  look  at  the  local  church 
through  non-pastoral  eyes.  I  found 
that  preaching  was  only  a  portion  of 
the  whole  family-go-to-church  ex- 
perience. I  simply  could  not  ignore  the 
concerns  and  needs  of  my  children  as 
we  went  from  church  to  church.  As  I 
listened  to  their  after-church-reports. 


I  realized  the  importance  of  a  vibrant 
children's  ministry,  especially  in  a 
home  missions  work. 

Why  are  children's  ministries  so  im- 
portant? God  has  a  special  regard  for 
children  and  that  means  we  should 
too.  He  once  judged  Israel  severely  for 
their  mistreatment  of  innocent  lives 
(Jer.  32:33-35;  Ez.    16:20-22).  Each 


God  has  a  special  regard 
for  children  and  that 
means  we  should,  too. 

child  is  a  "gift  from  the  Lord"  and  one 
of  His  blessings  (Ps.  127:3;  128:3,4). 
God  insists  that  parents  properly  care 
for  and  train  children  (Dt.  6:4-7;  Eph. 
6:1-4).  They  are  significant  to  Him. 

Jesus  garnished  children  with 
precious  words  of  hope  and  promise 
(Mk.  10:14,  Matt.  18:14).  He  blessed 
those  who  were  brought  to  Him  (Mk. 
10:16)  and  sternly  warned  against  any 
who  would  cause  one  of  the  little  ones 
to  stumble  (Matt.  18:6).  After  giving  us 
a  directive  to  preach  the  gospel  to  ALL 
CREATION  (Mk.  16:15),  would  He 
have  us  pass  by  those  little  ones  He 
holds  with  such  high  regard?  Hearing 
God's  Word,  how  could  we  disregard, 


abandon,  neglect  the  spiritual 
development  of  the  children  in  our 
own  local  churches? 

It  is  God's  plan  that  children  learn 
about  Him  through  their  earthly 
parents  and  adult  examples.  If  we  are 
going  to  fulfill  that  plan,  then  we  must 
assume  his  perspective  and  crucify 
those  selfish  longings  we  might  have 
to  avoid  the  active,  young,  and 
sometimes  annoying  children.  Our 
youngsters  need  to  know  the  love  of 
God  as  displayed  through  our  lives. 
Therefore,  we  love  them  as  He  does, 
and  care  for  their  spiritual 
development. 

Secondly,  children  are  the  future 
church.  It  is  reported  that  85  percent 
of  adult  believers  today  came  to  know 
the  Lord  between  the  ages  of  4  and  14. 
Many  of  the  new  appointees  with 
Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions 
came  to  know  the  Lord  while  they 
were  in  their  young,  formative  years. 

Children,  by  nature,  are  like  the 
computer's  blank  floppy  disk  -  ready 
to  be  programmed.  Contrary  to  what 
some  may  think,  children  want  to  be 
informed  about  God.  One  night  at 
supper.  I  asked  my  children  what 
were  some  things  they  liked  about  the 
churchs  we  visited.  Initially  their 
responses  included  treats,  fun,  and 
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games,  but  there  was  more.  The 
oldest  preferred  classes  where 
discipline  was  maintained;  she  didn't 
like  the  time  wasted  away  with 
foolishness.  They  also  liked  good,  in- 
teresting teachers  who  involve  them 
in  the  lessons.  And  of  course,  friends 
were  important.  The  quicker  children 
get  to  know  each  other,  the  better.  It 
is  important  that  they  are  accepted, 
loved,  and  anticipate  being  together. 
Then  they  enjoy  being  taught;  learn- 
ing is  fun! 

Futhermore,  parents  in  Grace 
Brethren  churches  often  want  to  leave 
their  children  a  spiritual  heritage.  A 
new  family  attended  our  worship 
celebration  after  their  visiting  parents 
noticed  our  church  sign.  Although 
this  family  had  become  involved  in  a 
local  Bible  teaching  church,  the 
parents  still  valued  something  special 
about  the  Grace  Brethren. 

I  have  a  confidence  and  faith  in  the 
basic  beliefs  and  practices  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches.  I  know  there  are  other 
church  groups  that  Eire  good,  but  I  still 
hope  my  children  continue  to  remain 
loyal  to  the  Grace  Brethren  Church. 


H 


In  no  way  should  a  good 
children's  ministry  be 
regarded  as  a  substitute 
for  parental  instruction 
in  the  home 

If  there  is  going  to  be  a  church 
tomorrow,  we  must  minister  to 
children  TODAY! 

Thirdly,  a  good  children's  ministry 
will  draw  families  to  a  church  and  give 
good  ministers  (pastor  and  congrega- 
tion) the  opportunity  to  serve  the 
parents. 

We  must  be  careful  not  to  exploit 
children  and  use  them  simply  to  get 
to  their  parents.  And,  a  children's 
ministry  should  not  be  solely  built 
upon  the  desire  to  remove  squiggly, 
squirmy  kids  from  meetings.  Such  a 
motive  communicates  that  they  are  a 
nuisance,  troublesome,  and  insignifi- 
cant, and  we  know  what  our  Lord  said 
about  such  attitudes  ("Such  that  you 


do  not  despise  one  of  these  little  ones 
.  .  ."  Matthew  18:10). 

On  the  other  hand,  let's  realize  that 
not  having  a  productive  ministry  to 
children  can  become  a  real  barrier  to 
a  progressive,  growing  church. 
Parents  want  and  need  the  support  of 
the  local  church  to  train  their  children 
in  the  things  of  the  Lord. 


Children,  by  nature,  are 
like  the  computer's 
blank  floppy  disk  — 
ready  to  be 
programmed. 

In  no  way  should  a  good  children's 
ministry  be  regarded  as  a  substitute 
for  parental  instruction  in  the  home. 
It  should,  however,  compliment  the 
work  of  the  parents  and  encourage 
them  to  continue. 

Can  the  church,  even  a  young  home 
missions  congregation,  afford  to 
neglect  an  effective  ministry  to 
children?  I  think  not,  lest  we  fail  to 
demonstrate  the  love  of  Christ,  to  in- 
vest in  the  church  of  the  future,  and 
to  minister  to  the  very  ones  to  whom 
we  have  been  sent. 

Starting  ministries  to  children  takes 
a  lot  of  work.  Gathering  staff,  organiz- 
ing the  curriculum,  securing  ade- 
quate facilities  and  classrooms,  and 
the  regular  maintenance  of  these  is  a 
never-ending,  time-consuming, 
energy-draining  work.  Yet,  if  indeed  it 
is  His  will,  he  will  enable  as  we  serve 
to  please  Him.  herald 


1 
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Burdened  to  reach  metro- 
politan Cleveland.  Ohio  for 
Christ.    Ron    and    Chery 
Boehm  moved  to  a  south- 
east suburb.  Macedonia,  in 
1985  to  begin  a  new  Grace 
Brethren     congregation. 
Their  children.  Joylyn.  11: 
Megan,     nine:    Zachary. 

also  had  a  vit 
the    Western 
Church.  Prior 
pastored  the 
Bowling  Cree 

seven:  and  Paula.four.  have 
al  part  in  the  development  of 

Reserve    Grace    Brethren 
to  moving  to  Macedonia.  Ron 
Grace  Brethren  Church  at 
n.  Ohio. 
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Train  Up 


a  child 


by  BETTY  BAER 


Deep  in  the  hills  of 
Kentucky,  this  Home 
Mission  family  has 
successfully  combined 
academic  disciplines 
with  Biblical  values  in 
their  own  home 
school. 


tt 


w 


hy  would  anyone 
ever  want  to  teach  their  children  at 
home?"  Those  were  my  words  four 
years  ago.  I  thought  home  schooling 
was  just  for  foreign  missionaries,  with 
the  nearest  school  being  many  miles 
away. 

However,  my  husband,  Sam,  had 
been  motivated  to  consider  home 
schooling  during  a  Bill  Gothard 
Minister's  Seminar.  With  that  in 
mind,  we  attended  a  conference  for 
parents  who  are  involved  in  home 
education.  As  the  week  of  intensive 
training  progressed,  God  began  to 
show  us  that  He  wanted  us  to  enroll 
our  children  in  the  Advanced  Training 
Institutue  of  America  (ATIA).  Maybe 
home  schooling  wasn't  for  others,  but 
it  was  God's  plan  for  us. 

We  have  come  to  understand  that 
we  parents  are  to  be  the  primary 
educators  of  our  children.  Teachers 
are  able  to  tell  children  many  good 
things,  but  only  parents  are  able  to 
train,  as  God  commanded  in  Pro- 
verbs 22:6.  Training  is  accomplished 
one  on  one  and  involves  constant 
repetition  and  only  parents  have  the 
time  and  the  interest  to  train. 
Teachers  will  correct  a  fist  fight,  for  ex- 
ample, but  they  often  don't  have  the 
time  to  correct  wrong  attitudes  that 
arise  among  children  while  at  play. 
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As  we  investigated  the  possibility  of 
training  our  children  at  home,  we 
were  impressed  with  the  ATIA  cur- 
riculum. Wisdom  Worksheets 
booklets  cover  five  subjects: 
linguistics,  law,  history,  science  and 
medicine.  All  are  integrated  with  each 
one  relating  to  the  particular  verse  of 
Scripture  being  studied  at  the  time. 

Previous  to  our  involvement  in 
home  schooling,  we  groped  for  the 
right  kind  of  family  devotions.  We 
looked  for  something  which  would 
meet  our  older  children's  needs  yet  be 
understood  by  the  younger  ones.  We 
were  also  seeking  something  that 
would  be  easier  to  use  consistently. 
The  education  program  we  chose, 
ATIA,  offered  both  of  these,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  our  lives  we  felt  we  were 


beginning  to  fulfill  the  command  of 
Deuteronomy  6:6,7  "And  these  words, 
which  I  am  commanding  you  today, 
shall  be  upon  thy  heart:  and  you  shall 
teach  them  diligently  to  your  sons  and 
shall  talk  of  them  when  you  sit  in  your 
house  and  when  you  walk  by  the  way 
and  when  you  lie  down  and  when  you 
rise  up."  (NASB) 

Another  plus  that  attracted  us  to 
Home  Training  was  the  increased 
family  togetherness.  In  a  day  when 
strong  families  are  needed,  our  busy 
society  pulls  each  member  away  to 
different  activities,  fragmenting  fami- 
ly life.  We've  appreciated  having  our 
children  home  with  us  more  than 
before. 

We  are  often  asked,  "What  about 
socialization?"  We  believe  this  is  very 


We  have  come  to  unders- 
tand that  we  parents 
are  to  be  the  primary 
educators  of  our 
children. 


Read  in' 
'RitirY,  and 

.  .  .  Visitation? 


by  SAM  BAER 


F 

■b  or 


or  a  number  of  years,  our 
children  attended  Hazard  Christian 
Academy,  some  40  miles  away  from 
our  home  in  Dryhill.  This  opportuni- 
ty was  made  possible  by  a  couple  who 
consistently  gave  to  our  family  for  that 
purpose.  But  in  the  last  year,  spiritual 
and  financial  reversals  hindered  them 
from  giving  as  they  once  did. 

As  we  began  to  evaluate  the  situa- 
tion, we  realized  we  were  traveling  80 
miles  a  day,  two  hours  of  driving  time, 
and  spending  as  much  for  gas  as  we 
were  for  tuition.  Home  schooling  has 
cost  us  about  a  third  (including  books, 
supplies,  tuition,  and  training)  of  what 
we  would  have  spent  to  send  our 
children  to  a  Christian  school  and  we 
feel  it  is  a  superior  curriculum. 


We  have  discovered  some  neat  ad- 
vantages of  home  training. 

The  kids  never  have  to  miss  school 
because  of  snow  days.  Two  years  ago, 
the  public  schools  here  were  closed  43 
days  because  of  snow  and  ice. 

Twice,  I  was  able  to  take  Bambie 
and  Samuel  to  distant  hospitals  to 
visit  sick  people.  Bot  those  times 
resulted  in  two  men  coming  to  know 
the  Lord.  (Bambie  and  Samuel  did 
their  schoolwork  in  the  car  as  we 
traveled.) 

If  a  child  is  sick,  he  or  she  can  lay 
on  the  sofa  and  still  not  miss  a  class. 

Twice  we  took  the  family  to  sing  at 
a  funeral  during  a  regular  school  day. 
Several  times,  we  went  to  visit  in  our 
neighborhood  to  the  sick  or  elderly, 
which  is  part  of  the  ministry 
assignment. 

There  is  no  other  person  I'd  rather 
have  teaching  my  children  than  my 
godly  wife.  She  knows  her  "students" 
like  a  book  and  they  know  her  equal- 
ly well.  Bad  attitudes  and  actions  are 
quickly  corrected  with  demerits  and 
we  both  administer  the  "rod"  when  it 
is  necessary. 

Home  schooling  may  not  be  for 
everyone,  but  it  has  worked  for  the 
Baer  family.  And  perhaps  the  best  ad- 
vantage is  our  family  is  closer  than 
we've  ever  been  before.  h€rsld 
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important,  but  we  want  to  guide  in 
that  aspect  of  education  as  well.  Our 
children  have  had  lots  of  opportunity 
for  social  interaction  this  year.  Church 
activities,  district  Bible  quizzing. 
Christian  friends  spending  the  night, 
and  groups  of  teens  who  come  to  help 
at  the  mission  (about  four  to  five  a 
year  who  stay  for  a  week)  have 
provided  fun  times  and  expanded 
their  horizons.  The  two  older  children, 
Bambi  and  Samuel,  were  also  able  to 
join  in  quite  a  few  social  activities  at 
Hazard  Christian  School,  where  they 
had  previously  attended. 

A  typical  day  at  the  "Baer 
Academy"  begins  at  8:30  o'clock  in 
the  morning  with  Dad,  who  is  also  the 
principal,  leading  the  Wisdom  Search. 
For  half  an  hour  the  children  search 
for  certain  truths  in  Proverbs  and 
Psalms,  then  close  in  prayer  as  a  fami- 
ly. From  9:00-9:30  o'clock  is  breakfast 
and  cleanup,  after  which  the  rest  of 
the  morning  is  spent  on  some  of  the 
five  subjects. 


Home  schooling  has 
touched  our  family 
significantly.  Spiritual 
truths,  new  insights, 
and  analogies 
throughout  God's 
universe  are  some  of  the 
gems  we  learned  .  .  . 

After  lunch,  each  of  the  children 
work  on  individual  theme  studies, 
which  vary  according  to  their  ages. 
These  include  subjects  like  math, 
penmanship,  spelling,  algebra,  typ- 
ing, music,  and  sentence  analysis. 

Each  home  school  must  meet  the 
requirement  of  their  own  state  as  to 
the  number  of  hours  and  days  per 
year  classes  must  be  held  and  the 
basic  subjects  which  must  be  taught. 
However,  the  parent/teachers  are  free 
to  set  their  own  schedule.     ' 

This  option  for  flexibility  has  saved 
the  day  for  me.  Every  afternoon, 
school  closes  temporarily  while  I  take 
a  15  minute  nap.  This  along  with  my 


personal  quiet  time  with  God  each 
morning,  keeps  me  "sane,"  fresh  and 
strong.  They  are  absolute  priorities. 

Evening  wisdom  searches  are  also 
an  option.  These  often  consist  of 
character  building  stories  from  nature 
or  from  God's  Word.  Or  perhaps  they 
call  for  reading  and  discussing 
chapters  from  books  of  the  Bible  that 
relate  to  what  was  studied  that  morn- 
ing in  the  lesson. 

The  children  began  the  school  year 
by  taking  the  Stanford  Achievement 
Tests  (SAT).  They  were  again  tested  in 
May,  at  the  close  of  the  year.  We 
believe  they  did  well  and  are  an- 
ticipating the  return  of  their  results  in 
July. 

Every  two  weeks,  I  mail  a  report  of 
all  work  and  school  hours  to  the  AT1A 
headquarters.  Officials  there  keep 
close  contact  with  us  and  guide  us  in 
our  teaching. 

Home  schooling  has  touched  our 
family  significantly.  Spiritual  truths, 
new  insights,  and  analogies 
throughout  God's  universe  are  some 
of  the  gems  we  learned  this  past  year. 
Unless  providentially  hindered,  we 
plan  to  continue  as  long  as  our 
children  need  an  education.  It  may 
not  be  for  everyone,  but  it  sure  was 
just  right  for  us,  and  for  this  we  thank 

God.    H€R£LD 


Six  children  make  up  the  Baer  Academy. 
Each  school  day,  Bambie,  17,  Samuel.  15. 
Michael,  nine,  and  twins  Sophie  and  Sonya. 
sixand  Caleb  Luke,  five,  gather  around  the 
table  for  lessons  from  their  mother.  Betty. 
Dad,  Sam,  serves  as  principal  of  the  school. 
The  Baers  have  ministered  at  the  Victory 
Mountain  Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Dryhill. 
Kentucky,  since  1979. 
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NEWS  UPDATE 


Annual  Address  Changes 

Allebach,  Gerald  S.:  Rd  -2,  Box 

580-AA,  Palmyra,  PA  17078 

Blue  Ridge  Grace  Brethren  Church:  Rt 

4  Box  501T,  Winchester,  VA  22601 

Cosgrove,  Kenneth:  1706  Walnut  Rdg, 

Sanatoga,  PA  19464 

DeJongh,  Edward:  209  Lexington  Ave., 

Findlay,  OH  45840 

Deloe,  Jesse  (Gladys):  802  Sycamore 

Ct.,  Herndon,  VA  22070-5466, 

(703)  478-2958 

Green,  Daniel:  SON  215,  Bloco  K,  Apt. 

608,  70.874  Brazilia  DF,  Brazil,  SA 

Hable,  Gary:  2510  Eden  East, 

Northwood,  OH  43619 

Henning,  Mark:  25392  Shawnee  Dr.,  El 

Toro,  CA  92630 

Hitchman,  David:  1711  Airport  Rd., 

Allentown,  PA  18103 

Hockely,  Albert:  19840  Danville  Jelloway 

Rd.,  Danville,  OH  43014 

Huesmann,  Louis:  57  Cypress  Rd., 

Newington,  Ct  06111 

Newlin,  Stuart:  310  East  Plier  Precise 

Rd.,  Longview,  TX  75601 

Nonnemacher,  Harry:  1142  Bedford  St., 

Johnstown,  PA  15902 

Pittman,  Earl:  Box  135,  Xenia,  OH 

45385 

Pritchett,  Daniel:  2275  Gay  St.,  Valley 

GBC,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 

Ryerson,  Milton:  RR  1,  Garwin,  IA 

50632 

Smith,  Charles:  25667  Paseo  Lauro  Ct., 

Valencia,  CA  91355 

Smith,  Richard:  472  East  Burke  St., 

Martinsburg,  WV  25401 

Welsh,  Ron:  5870  Salem  Bend  Rd., 

Dayton,  OH  45426 

Young,  Jerry:  Rd  1  Box  113  R, 

Manheim,  PA  17545 


Marriages 

Hawaii,  Aiea:  Tina  Takeuchi  and  Dan 
Vunker,  August  9,  1986.  Waimalu  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Maryland,  Lanham:  Joanne  Hoover  and 
Sean  Murdock,  July  12,  1986.  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Deaths 

Maryland,  Westernport:  Derham,  Gerald 

B.,  May  21,  1986.  Mill  Run  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Jenners:  Berkey,  Paul  J. 

July  18,  1986.  Jenners  Grace  Brethren 

Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Jenners:  Leydig,  Harry 

L,  June  26,  1986.  Jenners  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Maryland,  Hagerstown:  Eshleman, 

Grace,  74.  September  4,  1986.  Calvary 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Ohio,  Columbus:  The  Retirement  Plan 
Committee  of  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches  met  with  AEtna 
representative,  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller, 
September  10th,  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Contracts,  and  final  package  considera- 
tions were  reviewed  for  the  new  PEN- 
SION INVESTMENT  PLAN  for  the 
Ministers  and  Employees  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches, 
Inc.  Committee  members  Larry 
Chamberlain,  Dewey  Melton,  Charles 
Turner,  and  Morgan  Burgess  are  ex- 
tremely pleased  with  the  complete 
package  developed  for  the  Grace 
Brethren.  Rev.  James  Custer  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Committee,  filling  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elliot  (Tex)  Hudson. 
The  new  plan  will  be  available  January 
1,  1987.  Additional  information  will  be 
provided  throughout  the  next  three 
months  in  the  HERALD  Magazine,  and 
by  direct  correspondance  with  the 
ministers  and  Grace  Brethren  Churches. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  "Timothy  Teams 
go  to  College."  That  announcement 
followed  the  GBC  Christian  Education 
board  meetings  in  August  where  it  was 
decided  to  release  CE's  Timothy  Team 
program  to  Grace  College.  Starting  in 


1978,  Timothy  Teams  was  one  of  CE's 
ministries  to  Grace  College  students, 
giving  them  hands-on  experience  in 
youth  ministry.  During  its  eight  year 
history  with  CE,  Timothy  Teams  trained 
over  225  Grace  College  and  Seminary 
students  in  youth  ministry.  Also  during 
this  time  period,  Grace  College  initiated 
their  own  ministries,  developing  to  the 
point  where  Timothy  Teams  could  easily 
be  incorporated  into  Grace  College 
ministries.  CE  will  continue  to  be 
involved  in  Timothy  Teams  "behind  the 
scenes." 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Thanks  in  part  to 
a  gift  for  media  equipment  from  the 
Women's  Missionary  Council,  audio  pro- 
duction has  started  at  Grace  College's 
new  studios.  A  combination  of  WMC's 
$8,000  gift  and  other  monies  has 
equipped  the  college  to  produce  quality 
programming,  according  to  Dave  Byland, 
who  built  and  manages  the  studio. 
Byland  also  teaches  in  the  college's  com- 
munications department  and  will  use  the 
studio  in  conjunction  with  many  of  his 
classes  in  announcing.  Among  the  pro- 
duction work  now  being  done  in  the 
facility  is  Grace  Schools'  new  syndicated 
radio  program  "Perspective." 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  "Perspective,"  is 
now  on  the  air  on  radio  stations  in  four 
areas  of  the  United  States.  Produced  in 
Grace  College's  new  audio  facilities,  the 
program  is  a  five-minute  daily  outreach 
ministry  of  Grace  College  and 
Theological  Seminary.  Monday  through 
Thursday,  "Perspective"  features  Dr. 
John  J.  Davis,  president  of  Grace 
Schools.  On  the  program,  Dr.  Davis  is 
currently  conducting  a  study  of  insights 
about  the  23rd  Psalm.  Interviews  of 
leaders  from  Grace  Schools  and  other 
FGBC  ministries  normally  are  aired  on 
Fridays.  Hosting  the  program  is  Scott 
Howington.  "Perspective"  is  broadcast 
each  weekday  as  follows:  Elkhart,  In- 
diana (WFRN),  7:30  p.m.;  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania  (WDAC),  10:30  a.m.; 
Orlando,  Florida  (WTLN),  2:00  p.m.; 
and  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  (WVCH), 
2:00  p.m. 
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West  Germany:  Grace  Brethren  in  the 
United  States  were  deeply  involved  in 
ministry  to  Germans  this  past  summer. 
With  18  from  the  Stuttgart  congregation 
visiting  the  States,  almost  all  of  them 
touching  base  with  Grace  Brethren 
churches,  the  influence  has  been  ex- 
tremely positive.  The  Germany  mis- 
sionary team  expresses  its  deepest  ap- 
preciation to  those  who  rolled  up  their 
sleeves  and  got  involved. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  The  Indiana 
Department  of  Education  last  month  ap- 
proved a  new  minor  at  Grace  College 
for  students  who  are  majoring  in 
teacher  education.  According  to  Dr. 
James  Bowling,  chairman  of  the  col- 
lege's education  department,  the  new 
Special  Education  —  Learning  Disabled 
minor  will  equip  Grace  graduates  who 
complete  the  course  of  study  to  better 
identify  and  assist  learning  —  disabled 
students.  Teaching  courses  in  the  field 
of  study  are  Mrs.  Patricia  Kent,  Mrs. 
Lois  Niemier,  and  Mrs.  Marilyn  Yoder. 

Chad:  During  the  July  board  meetings 
of  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missions,  a 
new  Chad  field  strategy  was  approved. 
The  strategy  included  that  Richard  and 
Kathy  Harrell  relocate  permanently  at 
the  city  of  Moundou.  Upon  their  return 
to  the  Chad,  they  will  be  buying  proper- 
ty and  building  another  home.  This 
move  was  necessitated  by  the  unstable 
conditions  in  the  bush;  however,  it  will 
also  place  the  Harrells  in  a  better  posi- 
tion to  carry  on  the  work  in  the  future. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Dan  Thompson 
and  Kenn  Cosgrove  have  joined  the 
Home  Missions  team  as  pastors  of 
developing  congregations.  Thompson  is 
beginning  a  Grace  Brethren  work  in 
Naples,  Florida.  He  most  recently 
served  under  Pastor  Ed  DeZago  at  the 
Fort  Myers  Grace  Brethren  Bible  Church. 
He  and  his  wife,  Jackie,  have  two 
daughters,  Danielle  and  Summer. 
Cosgrove  moved  to  Royersford,  Penn- 
sylvania to  pastor  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  He  has  led  Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregations in  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Norton, 


Ohio;  and  Dayton,  Ohio;  in  addition  to 
his  most  recent  work  at  York,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  and  his  wife,  Gail,  have 
three  children,  Doni  Marie,  Kenda  Lee, 
and  Jonathan  Charles. 
Virginia,  Buena  Vista:  Rev.  Lester  W. 
Kennedy  has  accepted  the  call  to  the 
Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Rad- 
ford, VA.  The  First  Brethren  Church, 
Buena  Vista,  VA.,  is  looking  for  God's 
man  as  Senior  Pastor.  Those  interested 
should  contact  Assistant  Pastor  Steve 
Shipley,  First  Brethren  Church,  100  East 
29th  Street,  Buena  Vista,  VA  24416. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Grace  Schools' 
annual  conference  is  scheduled  for  Oct- 
ober 28-31.  About  20  missions 
organizations  will  participate  with 
displays  about  their  ministries  and 
seminars  for  students  and  visitors.  A 
new  feature  at  this  year's  conference 
will  be  the  involvement  of  mission 
representatives  in  many  of  the  classes 
at  the  college  and  seminary.  In  their 
classroom  presentations,  the  represen- 
tative will  provide  students  with  insight 
about  how  specific  academic  disciplines 
relate  to  the  ministry  of  world  missions. 
Rev.  Russ  Ebersole,  from  the  Associa- 
tion of  Baptists  for  World  Evangelism, 
will  be  the  featured  speaker  for  the 
general  session  during  the  conference. 
Alumni  and  other  friends  of  Grace  Col- 
lege and  Theological  Seminary  are  in- 
vited to  attend  the  conference. 
France,  Dijon:  Famous  for  its  mustard, 
is  the  newest  location  of  church  plant- 
ing work  in  France.  Kent  and  Becky 
Good  will  be  laboring  to  plant  a  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  this  large  university 
city.  Dennis  Martin,  currently  under  the 
SOWers  program,  has  also  moved  to  Di- 
jon to  help  in  contact-making. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Three  new 
developing  congregations  have  joined 
the  Home  Missions  family.  While  a 
fourth  has  been  recognized  for 
preliminary  adoption.  Works  at  Naples, 
Florida;  Columbia,  South  Carolina;  and 
Lancaster,  Ohio  were  adopted  for  finan- 
cial support  by  the  board  of  directors  of 


the  Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions 
Council  during  their  August  meetings.  A 
new  ministry  at  Greensburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, received  preliminary  adoption. 
Pastor  Dan  Thompson  leads  the  new 
congregation  at  Naples,  Florida.  He  and 
his  family,  along  with  several  other 
families,  have  moved  to  the  area  to 
begin  the  work.  The  ministry  is  spon- 
sored in  conjunction  with  the  Fort 
Myers,  Florida,  Grace  Brethren  Bible 
Church  and  the  South  Florida  District 
Mission  Board. 

Greg  Stamm  is  the  founding  pastor  of 
the  Grace  Brethren  Church  at  Lancaster, 
Ohio.  He  and  his  wife,  Sally,  moved  to 
the  area  a  year  ago  to  begin  the  new 
work.  The  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  the  Northcentral 
Ohio  District  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  also  have  an  important  role  in 
the  formative  stages  of  the  new  work. 
Columbia,  South  Carolina  is  the  final 
point  adopted  during  the  summer 
meetings.  Begun  by  Pastor  Jim 
Jackson,  the  new  ministry  is  the  first 
for  the  capital  city  area.  The  Southern 
District  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches  is 
also  lending  a  helping  hand. 
Final  adoption  of  the  new  work  at 
Greensburg,  Pennsylvania  is  expected 
within  a  year.  The  congregation  recently 
formed  has  called  Pastor  Ron  Smals  to 
lead  them.  The  West  Penn  District  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches  is  also  work- 
ing with  the  new  group. 
Ohio,  Mifflin:  The  Home  Mission  con- 
gregation at  Mifflin,  Ohio  is  excited 
about  their  new  building.  Scheduled  to 
be  occupied  on  October  1,  the  facility  is 
a  much-needed  answer  to  prayer  for  the 
young  congregation.  For  more  than  a 
year,  the  growing  church  has  crowded 
into  rented  facilities  for  worship  services 
and  other  meetings. 
"The  whole  facility  is  very  adequate," 
says  Pastor  Charles  Barnhill.  "We  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  construct  the 
building  all  at  once,"  he  adds.  Included 
in  the  unit  is  a  280-seat  sanctuary,  a 
fellowship  area,  and  an  education  wing 
with  several  classrooms. 


16 


HERALD/  October  1986 


F  M  S 


Sunday 
School 

Challenges. 


by  ALICE  PEACOCK 


HI 


low  is  Sunday  school  different 
for  some  children  in  the  country  of 
Argentina?  As  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  let  me  share  with  you  some 
differences  that  I  notice  in  our  new 
work  in  Quilmes  Oesta  (Comunidad 
de  Gracia). 

We  do  not  have  buses  that  bring 
children  for  Sunday  school.  It  is 
unusual  in  Argentina  for  children  to 
go  unaccompanied  to  a  meeting. 
Perhaps  that  distrust  is  due  to  a  few 
years  back  when  children  were  kid- 
napped during  the  "Dirty  War"  that 
occurred  in  Argentina. 

There  are  exceptions  to  that  rule  in 
my  class:  Marina,  Mara,  and  Miguel. 
Marina  is  my  neighbor  and  started 
coming  with  her  mother  about  a  year 
ago.  Now  her  mother  no  longer  comes 
but  Marina  goes  with  me,  because  her 
parents  trust  me.  Mara  and  Miguel  are 
brother  and  sister  and  live  around  the 
corner  from  the  rented  hall  where  we 
meet. 

Another  difference  that  I  see  in  the 
new  work  is  the  wide  difference  in  the 
ages  in  one  class.  For  example,  the 
most  students  I  have  had  at  one  time 
is  eight,  ranging  in  ages  from  four  to 
fourteen!  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
there  are  no  Argentine  teachers  yet  -- 
it's  my  job  to  train  them.  That  takes 
time  because  there  are  too  few 
students  to  divide  up  between 
teachers.  Right  now  we  do  not  have 
the  space  to  divide  into  more  classes. 

The  activities  of  the  class  is  much 
the  same  as  in  the  United  States: 
memorization  of  Bible  verses,  flan- 
nelgraph  Bible  stories,  Bible  drills  and 
games,  pictures  to  color,  and  objects 
to  make.  However,  few  lessons  in 
Spanish  have  everything  made  up 
ahead  of  time.  Child  Evangelism  (the 
series  we  are  presently  using)  has  the 
flannelgraph  figures  and  lessons  in 
Spanish,  but  it  is  up  to  the  teacher  to 
simplify  the  lesson  and  to  make  the 
pictures  to  be  colored. 


The  most  exciting  thing  about 
teaching  in  a  new  work  in  Argentina 
is  that  almost  all  the  students  are  new 
Christians  or  non-Christians.  There  is 
much  to  teach  them  and  they  are  so 
eager  to  learn!  I  recently  had  the  op- 
portunity to  share  the  Gospel  with  the 
mother  of  Mara  and  Miguel.  I  am  sure 
that  it  was  the  first  time  for  her  to  hear 
the  Gospel. 

Teaching  Sunday  School,  whether 
in  Argentina  or  the  United  States 
brings  many  challenges  with  it.  It's  an 
important  means  to  reach  children 
and  young  people  and  influence  their 
lives. 

I  do  know  what  exciting  oppor- 
tunities God  can  give  to  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  in  Argentina!  Hei^iD 


Alice  Peacock  was  a 
school  teacher  before  going 
to  Argentina  in  1980  as  a 
missionary.  Alice  lives  and 
ministers  in  the  Buenos 
Aires  suburb  of  Quilmes 
Oeste.  Making  contacts, 
discipling  women,  teaching 
children,  and  training 
teachers  are  all  part  of  her 
ministry.  Alice  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle 
Creek  Grace  Brethren  Church  in  In- 
dianapolis. Indiana. 
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Life-Style 

Yout'   " 


by  IVANILDO  TRINDADE 


A 


six  year  old  boy  goes 
fishing  with  his  grandfather  for  the 
first  time.  As  they  go  out  on  the  boat, 
the  boy  tries  to  learn  as  many  tips  as 
he  can  from  the  old  man  to  whom 
fishing  is  just  another  of  the  daily 
necessities  for  one  living  on  a  small 
island  in  the  Amazon  Basin. 

As  soon  as  they  anchor  the  boat,  the 
boy,  with  the  help  of  grandpa,  throws 
his  line  into  the  water.  As  the  time 
goes  by,  however,  grandpa  alone 
manages  to  have  success  with  the 
fish.  The  boy  just  sits  and  waits  with 
his  frustrated  eyes  glued  to  his  line. 
Then  all  of  a  sudden,  he  can  hardly 
contain  the  excitement  as  he  feels  that 
tight  pull  in  his  line  .  .  .  the  boy  had 
caught  his  first  fish! 

He  reaches  toward  the  end  of  the 
line  in  a  frantic  movement,  forgetting 
Grandpa's  recommendations.  He 
shouts  with  joy  when  he  sees  the  fish, 
even  though  it  is  a  tiny  one. 

However,  as  he  tries  to  get  the  fish 
off  the  hook,  his  arms  accidentally 
reach  the  other  end  of  the  boat,  and 
he  knocks  out  of  the  boat  another  fish, 
the  biggest  one  grandpa  had  caught 
and  would  have  caught  that  day. 
There  goes  the  fish,  still  alive,  and 
with  it  goes  the  boy's  excitement  and 
his  sense  of  worthiness. 

The  boy  wants  to  disappear  too.  At 
the  moment  he  starts  to  cry,  however, 
his  grandpa  looks  at  him  with  the 
most  compassionate  eyes  the  world 
has  ever  seen,  embraces  him  and  says, 
"That's  all  right,  son,  the  important 
thing  is  that  vou  caught  your  first 
fish." 

This  incident,  one  of  the  rare 
recollections  I  have  of  my  early  years, 
illustrates  very  well  that  an  older  per- 
son can  have  a  lasting  and  powerful 
impact  upon  a  youngster.  This,  in  a 
nutshell,  is  what  youth  work  is  all 
about.  As  I  grew  older,  others  have 
joined  my  grandfather  in  this  great 
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"cloud  of  witness"  of  those  who  took 
the  time  to  make  a  difference  in  my 
life. 

There  is  that  old  lady  who  goes  to 
the  church  in  Macapa,  Brazil,  where 
I  grew  up.  We  simply  call  her  "Grand- 
ma". She  used  to  walk  five  miles  every 
Saturday  to  teach  Bible  to  children. 
When  she  saw  potential  in  me,  she 
started  taking  me  along.  To  her  I  was 
not  only  the  boy  who  helped  carry  the 
bags,  I  was  her  "co-worker,"  and  she 
insisted  on  calling  me  that.  She  im- 
parted to  me  her  intense  compassion 
for  children,  her  desire  to  see  them 
saved.  She  illustrates  the  need  for 
adults  to  involve  young  people  in  their 
ministries  and  to  make  them  a  vital 
part  of  it. 

There  is  also  my  pastor  in  Belem. 
From  him  I  learned  the  hard  lesson  on 
the  difficulties  and  blessings  of  con- 
frontation. One  of  the  great  fallacies 
in  the  thinking  of  many  who  work 
with  youth  is  that  confrontation  does 
not  work.  In  my  experience  this  is  far 
from  being  the  truth. 

During  the  four  years  I  went  to  the 
University  in  Belem,  there  probably 
wasn't  a  single  person  who  wanted  me 
to  grow  more  than  that  pastor.  And 
somehow  he  was  able  to  com- 
municate that  to  me.  As  I  look  back, 
I  believe  one  of  the  reasons  for  receiv- 
ing that  message  was  the  openness 
and  frankness  with  which  he  loving- 
ly confronted  me  about  some  areas  of 
my  life  where  I  needed  growth.  Those 
were  not  sweet  times,  but  they  taught 
me  the  imperative  of  learning  to  be 
humble  if  I  ever  wanted  to  qualify  as 
a  servant. 

Many  adults  today,  knowing  that 
their  suggestions  may  not  be  wel- 
comed, refuse  to  attempt  confronting 
a  younger  person  who  needs  help.  The 
"in"  thing  in  the  U.S.  is  "everybody 
minding  his  own  business,"  but  if  our 
children  are  not  our  business,  then  we 
better  close  the  shop  and  declare 
bankruptcy. 

During  this  past  year  I  have  spoken 
to  many  young  people  in  a  lot  of  chur- 
ches. In  my  observation  they  all  seem 
to  be  sending  us  one  message:  "Let's 
get  serious,  at  least  for  a  minute,  and 
give  us  something  solid." 


Unfortunately,  many  who  work 
with  youth  are  operating  under  the 
assumption  that  if  they  are  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  young  people,  they  have 
somehow  to  present  themselves  as  be- 
ing in  an  eternal  state  of  "funness" 
and  enjoyment.  The  kinds  of  activities 
which  go  on  in  some  churches  today 
are  limitless.  Too  often,  however, 
young  people  are  getting  too  little  of 
Scriptures,  especially  of  the  type  of  Bi- 
ble study  which  lovingly  but  firmly 
confronts  them  with  the  things  caus- 
ing their  lack  of  spiritual  vitality.  It  is 
time  for  us  to  prove  to  our  young  peo- 
ple that  we  indeed  love  them,  by 
answering  their  cry  for  relevancy  in 
youth  activities  and  Bible  study. 

My  parents  have  had  the  greatest 
impact  on  my  life.  They  are  good  ex- 
amples of  parents  who  were  willing  to 
release  their  children  to  serve  the  Dord 
wherever  He  led.  My  parents  have 
literally  prayed  me  into  the  ministry. 
From  them  I  learned  that  parents  can 
experience  joy  and  excitement  at  see- 
ing their  kids  embark  in  full  time 
Christian  vocation.  They  made  no 
secret  of  the  fact  that  their  greatest  joy 
was  to  see  their  children  (all  nine  of 
them)  serve  the  Lord  in  ways  they 
themselves  could  never  have.  Their 
own  ministry  has  multiplied  in  ways 
only  eternity  will  reveal. 

And  so  the  list  continues.  Some,  like 
my  grandfather,  have  long  ago 
departed  to  be  with  the  Lord.  Others, 
many  more  than  I  have  mentioned, 
still  stand  on  the  sidelines  and  cheer 
me  on.  They  are  all  beautiful  ex- 
amples of  true  life-style  youth 
workers.  Could  a  young  person  in  your 
church  relate  similar  stories  about 
how  you  have  impacted  his  life?  h<erjld 


Ivanildo    Trindade    (pro- 
nounced e-von-ill-doo  trin- 
dah-jay)  is  the  son  of  one  of 
our  Grace  Brethren  pastors 
in  north  Brazil.  Ivanildo  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of 
Belem  and  was  graduated 
Magna    Cum    Laude  from 
Grace   Seminary    in    May. 
1986.  He  and  his  wife.  Naza. 
and  daughter,  Carolina,  returned  to  Brazil 
in  the  summer  of  1986  to  minister  in  our 
Bible  Institute  in  Belem. 
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The  youth  of  Brazil 
are  the  Brazilian 
church  of  tomorrow. 
Evangelizing  and 
discipling  them  is  a 
special  challenge  of 
missions. 


by  TIM  FARNER 


** 


Go 


od,  give  me  men  who 
are  sold  out  to  Christ!"  is  the  prayer 
that  is  constantly  on  the  lips  of  the 
missionary  involved  in  pioneer 
church  planting. 

That  is  the  prayer  that  reflects  the 
heart  and  soul  of  the  one  who  dares 
to  enter  into  a  city  or  an  area  where 
he  has  no  existing  structure  or 
available  leadership  to  count  on. 

The  work  of  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sions in  South  Brazil  is  "pioneer"  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  For  that 
reason,  we  have  committed  ourselves 
to  three  important  roles  in  the  Great 
Commission:  1)  careful  evangelism 
and  follow-up  of  those  who  are  won; 
2)  the  discipling  of  Brazilians  to 
become    knowledgeable    and    dis- 


ciplined followers  of  Jesus  Christ;  3) 
the  training  of  leaders,  Brazilians  who 
"shall  be  able  to  teach  others  also". 

The  task  is  a  tremendous  challenge 
as  the  focus  becomes  more  and  more 
upon  those  "faithful  and  able"  men 
who  must  be  mobilized  if  we  are  to  go 
full  cycle  in  the  job  of  church  planting. 

In  my  search  for  leadership  people, 
I  don't  overlook  the  young  men.  They 
are  a  very  special  challenge.  First, 
because  of  the  sheer  quantity  of  youth 
in  Brazil.  The  latest  statistics  show 
that  49%  of  Brazil's  population  is  20 
years  and  under.  In  terms  of  im- 
mediate leadership,  we  are  looking  for 
pastors  and  teachers  in  their  twenties 
and  thirties,  but  for  the  future,  we 
recognize  that  we  must  captivate, 
train  and  mobilize  the  youth. 

We  must  reach  youth  because  they 
are  at  a  crisis  period.  We  are  rescuing 
young  men  from  a  direction  of  futili- 
ty and  moral  tragedy  and  redirecting 
them  toward  a  fruitful  life  and  solid 
family  leadership. 
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I  am  trying  to  influence  the 
adolescents!  At  14  or  15,  most  young 
men  are  being  introduced  to  sex  and 
vice  in  a  way  that  is  startling.  Many 
parents  encourage  or  are  resigned  to 
this  as  a  normal  part  of  a  young  man's 
development.  The  social  pressures  of 
the  peer  group  are  very  strong.  We  are 
discipling  young  men.  Society  is  try- 
ing to  restrain  the  teenage  girl,  but  the 
fellows  are  excused  because  "that's 
the  way  men  are". 


Many  young  men  are 
looking  for  models. 


We  have,  as  missionaries,  been  giv- 
ing ourselves  in  four  ways  to  nurture 
young  men  for  the  ministry: 

An  open  home  Some  of  our  youth 
have  learned  what  Christian  home 
values  are  through  constant  contact 
in  our  home.  Most  of  our  church 
youth  have  parents  who  are  non- 
Christians,  therefore,  they  are  receiv- 
ing in  their  homes  counsel  contrary 
to  Christian  morals. 

An  active  youth  program  We  are 
giving  our  time  to  youth  activities. 
Social  activities  with  a  Christian  bent 
are  important.  Involvement  in  the  pro- 
gram in  giving  lessons  and  testi- 
monies and  in  music  is  helpful  in 
their  development.  Sports  are 
important. 

Recognition  in  the  church  pro- 
gram We  try  to  involve  the  youth  in 
the  church  through  helping  in  regular 
services  (music,  ushering,  etc.)  and 
through  special  programs  such  as 
VBS,  special  days,  and  retreats. 

Bible  Training  1  have  tried  to  work 
with  several  young  men  in  specific  Bi- 
ble teaching  programs,  motivating 
them  toward  ministry.  Results  are 
happening.  Sebastian  will  be 
finishing  his  seminary  course  at  Word 
of  Life  in  May  of  1987,  and  he  will  be 
the  national  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Uberlandia.  I  meet  regularly  with  Lin 
in  Bible  study  and  prayer.  He  is  a 
serious  student  who   does   well  in 


preaching.  I  see  a  strong  potential  in 
three  other  young  men  in  the  youth 
group.  We  are  beginning  to  work  with 
them  sometimes  in  an  individual 
study  to  help  them  to  resolve  a 
specific  question  in  regards  to  the 
Bible,  other  times  to  help  them 
prepare  to  give  their  testimony  or  a 
brief  study  in  the  youth  meeting. 

The  local  one-night-a-week  Bible  In- 
stitute is  an  effort  to  teach  and  unify 
and  mobilize  our  older  men  for 
ministry.  A  couple  of  the  younger  men 
are  getting  involved  in  that  study. 

Our  goal  is  to  provide  leadership  for 
the  local  church  and  for  expansion  of 
the  church  in  other  areas  of  our  city 
and  region.  Many  young  men  are  look- 
ing for  models.  The  integration  of  the 
two  groups  provides  models  for  the 
younger  men  and  opportunities  for 
the  older  men  to  participate  in  the 
discipleship  of  those  who  are  younger. 


Society  is  trying  to 
restrain  the  teenage 
girl,  but  the  fellows  are 
excused. 

The  result  is  a  more  unified  and 
stronger  body  of  Christ  now  and  most 
certainly  in  the  future. 

The  youth  of  Brazil  are  a  special 
challenge.  And  they  are  the  future  of 
the  church. 

I  ~l 


Tim  Farner  and  his  wife  Sandy  have  serv- 
ed as  missionaries  in  Brazil  since  1968. 
They  pioneered  our  ministry  in  south 
Brazil,  beginning  a  church  in  Uberlandia. 
Tim  serues  as  field  superintendent  for  south 
Brazil.  The  Farners  have  three  sons:  Jeff. 
Jon  and  Jay. 
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A  he 


he  year  was  1952.  Mary  Cripe, 
Minnie  Kennedy,  and  I  were  living 
together  at  Bekoro  in  Central  Africa. 

We  had  had  a  hard  time  getting  a 
maternity  work  started  there.  The 
women  were  very  modest  and  they 
did  not  see  having  babies  as  a 
sickness.  They  were  very  right  about 
that,  but  enough  complications  war- 
ranted encouraging  the  mothers  to 
come  for  hospital  deliveries.  So  we 
were  pleased  when  our  cook.  Betel, 
brought  his  young  wife  to  us  for 
maternity  care. 

It  was  a  good  thing  that  she  did 
come.  We  discovered  that  she  was 
delivering  twins.  The  first  boy  was 
born  without  any  problem  at  all,  but 
the  second  one  had  decided  to  enter 
life  feet  first,  and  he  seemed  to  be 
hung  up  for  a  time. 

Thank  the  Lord,  he  was  not  very 
large,  and  we  were  able  to  bring  him 
into  the  world.  It  did  take  a  bit  of  ar- 
tificial respiration  to  get  the  little  tyke 
breathing,  so  it  was  music  to  our  ears 
to  hear  him  join  his  brother  in  a  lusty 
duet. 

In  Kabbaland  twins  were  venerated 
and  automatically  had  names.  For 
boys  the  first  born  was  Bero.  The  se- 
cond twin  was  Beninga.  Betel  added 
the  names  of  Jacques  and  John.  They 
were  very  little,  but  they  seemed  to  be 
strong  enough  and  soon  started  to  fill 
out. 

Soon  John  suffered  a  bout  of  diar- 
rhea and  lost  weight  and  strength 
overnight.  We  finally  got  this  under 
control  when  Jacques  picked  up  the 
virus  and  suffered  the  same  course. 
An  attack  of  malaria  followed. 

The  poor  little  boys  were  becoming 
very  weak  and  frail.  They  did  not 
seem  to  have  resistance  against 
anything.  Whatever  sickness  was  go- 
ing around  the  village,  these  boys 
would  be  sure  to  get  it. 

We  prayed  for  them  daily.  We  helped 
with  supplemental  milk.  We  gave 
them  vitamins  and  antimalarial 
medicine.  We  made  little  outfits  for 
them,  played  with  them,  and  loved 
them  very  much. 


Many  nights  after  praying  for  a  par- 
ticularly sick  episode,  we  did  not 
believe  that  one  or  the  other  would  be 
living  by  morning.  Fortunately,  they 
had  intelligent  and  caring  parents. 

We  were  always  concerned  about 
them.  They  crawled  late,  walked  late, 
and  talked  late.  What  kind  of  a  future 
would  they  have  if  they  did  live? 

When  they  were  about  three  years 
old,  their  parents  moved  to  Bangui  for 
a  new  job  and  we  did  not  see  them 
again  for  a  long  time.  I  thought  that 
they  probably  did  not  survive. 

When  I  returned  to  Africa  this  last 
January  after  being  away  for  23  years, 
I  wondered  if  there  would  be  anyone 
to  remember  me.  On  my  very  first  day 
at  Bangui  I  had  a  visitor.  He  was  a  tall, 
thin,  very  attractive  young  man.  He 
introduced  himself  to  me  as,  "Your 
son,  Betel  Jacques  Bero." 

I  learned  from  him  that  he  and  his 
brother  had  gone  through  French 
school  in  Bangui.  They  had  both  been 
brought  to  know  the  Lord  by  their 
godly  parents  right  in  their  home.  As 
they  prayed  about  their  lives,  John 
decided  to  be  a  French  school  teacher 
and  Jacques  knew  that  the  Lord  was 
calling  him  to  serve  in  the  ministry. 

Jacques  had  passed  his  French 
school  tests  well,  thus  was  able  to 
qualify  for  the  Brethren  Theological 
Seminary  at  Bata.  He  especially  liked 
going  out  on  evening  and  weekend 
evangelistic  assignments.  Winning 
souls  to  Christ  and  then  discipling 
them  was  and  is  his  forte. 


He  is  now  managing  the  Bible  Book 
Store  on  the  Bangui  station.  He  shares 
in  the  preaching  ministry  at  his  local 
church  although  he  is  not  the  pastor. 

His  home  is  next  to  his  parents' 
home.  There  is  a  nice  space  between 
the  two  houses,  so  he  and  Betel  have 
made  it  into  a  sort  of  arena  with  one 
mat  wall  and  a  palm  leaf  ceiling.  Each 
morning  before  going  to  work,  the 
neighbors  go  there  for  a  Bible  study, 
discussion,  and  prayer.  Jacques  has 
a  burden  that  each  of  his  neighbors 
come  to  know  the  Lord.  He  has  a  love- 
ly wife  and  two  little  children. 

At  present,  the  large  Bangui  church 
has  asked  him  to  conduct  an  after- 
noon Bible  School.  He  is  an  excellent 
student  himself  and  a  good  teacher. 
Jacques  is  a  very  quiet  spoken  man. 
He  asks  that  his  natural  timidity  will 
not  hinder  him  in  having  a  forceful 
ministry. 

Our  prayers  for  those  little  puny 
twins  were  not  for  naught.  God  used 
their  parents  to  influence  their  lives 
and  win  them  to  Himself.  Jacques 
and  John  are  both  living  and  well  and 
walking  strong  for  the  Lord,  herald 


In  1950.  Mary  Beth  Munn  arrived  in  Cen- 
tral Africa  to  start  a  general  medical  work 
and  leprosy  treatment  center  at  Bekoro.  In 
1962.  Mary  Beth  was  needed  at  home  and 
could  not  return  to  Africa.  She  met  Bill 
Yntema  and  they  were  married  in  1979. 
The  Yntemas  were  able  to  go  to  the  C.A.R. 
in  1986  where  they  ministered  to  and 
helped  our  missionaries.  Bill  and  Mary  Beth 
live  in  Flint.  Michigan. 
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by  MIRIAM  UPHOUSE 


Saturday's 
Child 


c 


A  relationship  between 
a  young  child  and  her 
"adopted"  grand- 
parents fulfills  needs 
in  all  their  lives. 


hristmas  was  just  a  few  days 
away.  As  I  sat  at  the  kitchen  table, 
drinking  a  mug  of  steaming  coffee,  my 
thoughts  turned  to  the  Christmases  of 
the  past  when  the  house  was  full  of 
noise,  laughter,  bustle.  and 
homemade  decorations. 

Today  the  house  was  quiet, 
decorated  in  a  sophisticated  and  adult 
way.  Beautiful  but  lacking.  My  hus- 
band, Norman,  had  retired  from  col- 
lege teaching,  and  although  I  was  still 
teaching,  our  lives  were  thoroughly 
structured  and  predictable. 

Our  three  daughters  were  married 
and  living  away  from  us  --  one  in 
Florida,  one  in  California,  and  the 
other,  happily,  only  fifty  miles  to  the 
e.ast.  However,  our  three  grand- 
children were  each  over  2,000  miles 
away.  Although  we  kept  in  close  con- 
tact with  them  by  phone  and  letter, 
they  certainly  were  not  a  daily  part  of 
our  lives  and  the  little  ones  hardly 
knew  us  when  we  visited. 

My  musings  of  earlier  and  happier 
Christmases  were  interrupted  by  my 
husband's  suggestion  that  we  go  out 
for  dinner.  We  chose  a  family 
restaurant  in  our  small  midwestern 
town.  For  us.  part  of  the  pleasure  of 
eating  out  was  watching  the  people  in 
the  dining  room  and  that  night  we 
noticed  a  couple,  in  our  age  group, 
who  were  obviously  having  a  wonder- 
ful time  with  two  small  children.  We 
decided  that  they  were  grandparents 
treating  grandchildren  to  a  special 
night  out.  The  man  smiled  with 
pleasure  and  pride  and  gently 
assisted  the  smaller  one  with  his 
meal.  The  woman  beamed  and 
graciously  anticipated  the  needs  of 
both  children. 

As  we  watched,  we  turned  to  each 
other  and  commented  with  longing, 
"Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  Seth  and 
Sarah  and  Charity  lived  closer  so  that 
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we  could  do  this  on  Saturday  nights?" 
Because  we  strived  to  be  mature 
Christians,  we  immediately  followed 
that  statement  with,  "But,  of  course, 
that  is  impossible,  so  let's  not  dream 
about  something  that  is  not  likely  to 
happen." 

The  Christmas  holidays  passed. 
Although  we  quietly  envied  our 
friends  who  had  grandchildren  near- 
by, and  who  irritatingly  mentioned 
them  and  their  clever  doings  at  every 
opportunity,  we  settled  into  our  every- 
day routine  and  were  thankful  that 
our  grandchildren  were  healthy  and 
happy. 

I  taught  in  a  Christian  college  and 
enjoyed  particularly  some  of  the 
young  professors  and  the  challenge 
and  excitement  that  they  brought  to 
the  field  of  education.  One  young  prof 
was  especially  close  and  we  often 
talked  about  our  viewpoints,  goals, 
dreams  and  families.  Dan  and  his 
lovely  wife  had  three  young  children. 
He  was  in  the  process  of  establishing 
himself  and  his  family. 

One  day  Dan  told  me  that  they  had 
just  learned  that  another  child  would 
arrive  in  the  summer  and  that  his  wife 
was  feeling  wretched.  She  was  in  bed 
most  of  the  time  and  since  her  parents 
lived  in  Washington,  DC.  and  his  in 
Alaska,  they  were  managing  mostly 
on  their  own  with  the  help  of  some 
friends. 

"What  can  we  do  to  help?"  I  asked, 
thinking  he  would  suggest  a  hot  meal 
or  a  few  hours  of  housecleaning.  "Take 
Mandy  once  in  a  while,"  he  said,  "that 
would  help  greatly." 

To  my  recollection,  Mandy  was  a 
bright  and  active  four-year-old  who 
had  sparkling  eyes  and  an  infectious 
smile.  Could  we  cope  with  a  four-year- 
old  who  didn't  know  us  and  who, 
perhaps,  didn't  want  to  be  with  us? 

I  hurried  home  and  relayed  the  sug- 
gestion to  Norman.  "Let's  try,"  he  said. 
So  we  offered  to  take  Mandy  the  next 
Saturday  night  over  the  supper  hour 
-  that  is,  if  she  would  like  to  come. 

Our  first  evening  with  Mandy  was 
beautiful.  She  came  gladly,  im- 
mediately called  us  Grandma  and 
Grandpa,  cuddled  close  to  us  in  the 
car,    behaved    admirably    in    the 


restaurant  and  walked  slowly  around 
our  house,  evaluating  and  ap- 
preciating everything.  She  complete- 
ly and  forever  won  our  hearts. 

From  then  on,  Saturdays  became 
"Mandy  days."  Early  Saturday  morn- 
ings Norman  asked,  "What  time  are 
you  getting  Mandy?"  We  looked  for- 
ward to  her  coming.  We  had  been 
fulfilled  people  before  Mandy,  but  she 
added  a  new  and  marvelous  dimen- 
sion to  our  lives. 

Although  we  had  no  "little-girl" 
equipment,  few  toys  or  children's 
books,  and  a  house  that  was  not 
"child-proof,"  we  soon  adjusted  and 
acquired  the  necessary  things. 

The  blessings  of  Mandy  went  on. 
We  saw  ourselves  and  our  situation 
through  a  child's  eyes.  "Grandma, 
why  do  you  have  wrinkles?"  she 
asked.  Or  "Grandma,  why  is  your 
house  always  so  nice  and  clean?"  or 
"Grandpa,  how's  come  you  have  hair 
growing  on  your  chin?"  as  she 
laughed  and  gently  pulled  his  beard. 

We  also  entered  into  a  child's  world 
of  imagination  and  delight.  We  played 
games  with  Mandy,  read  to  her,  and 
helped  her  color  and  practice  her 
manuscript  writing.  She  helped 
around  the  house,  and  I  saved  special 
tasks  for  her  like  kneading  bread,  bak- 
ing cookies,  and  helping  stir  up  cocoa 
mix.  Sometimes  she  stayed  overnight 
and  we  had  the  special  joy  of  watching 
her  wake  up  and  get  going  in  the  new 
day. 

I  began  to  look  for  "Mandy  clothes" 
when  I  went  shopping,  and  when  we 
traveled  overseas,  we  included  Mandy 
in  our  grandparent  purchases. 

After  Mandy 's  mother  was  feeling 
fine  and  baby  Kristen  was  eight 
months  old,  Mandy  was  still  our 
Saturday  girl.  Her  parents  told  us  that 
we  were  fulfilling  a  need  in  Mandy 's 
life  and  in  theirs,  but  truly,  the  biggest 
benefit  from  the  relationship  is  what 
Mandy  was  doing  for  us.  God  truly 
"supplied  our  need  according  to  His 
riches  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Several  years  have  gone  by  since 
Mandy  began  to  visit  us.  I  still  see  her 
regularly.  However,  she  is  older  so  we 
talk  about  different  things  than  we  did 
when  she  was  a  little  girl. 


We  talk  about  heaven  because  her 
Grandpa  Uphouse  went  there  last 
year.  We  also  talk  about  growing  up, 
because  she  is  a  pre-teen. 

She  is  still  a  joy  to  me  and  we  both 
look  forward  to  continuing  the  rela- 
tionship because  she's  my  Saturday's 

Child.    H€R£LD 


Miriam  Uphouse  served  as 
Associate  Dean  at  Grace 
College  for  20  years.  She  is 
an  active  speaker  for 
women's  groups  and 
retreats  and  a  faithful 
member  of  her  local  WMC. 
This  fall  Miriam  will  be  go- 
ing to  Brazil  to  minister  as 

a  self-supporting  missionary  with  Grace 

Brethren  Foreign  Missions. 


OFFERING 

National  WMC 
Officers  1986-87 


President 

1st  V.  President 

2nd  V.  President 

Secretary 

Asst.  Secretary 

Fin.  Sec.-Treas. 

Asst.  Fin.  Sec-Treas 

Literature  Secretary 

Prayer  Chairman 

Editor 


Margie  Devan 
Geneva  Inman 
Janet  Minnix 
Debbie  Adams 
Betty  Ogden 
Joyce  Ashman 
Ella  Risser 
Lillian  Teeter 
Ruth  Snyder 
Nora  Macon 


Thank  Offering 

Goal:  $1.50  per  year  per  member 

Deadline: 

Send  before  December  10,  1986 

This  year  our  Thank  Offering  will 
go  to  the  Grace  Brethren  Christian 
Education  Departmentfor  a  typeset- 
ting computer.  This  will  be  used  to 
help  produce  the  voluminous 
amount  of  materials  CE  carries,  in- 
cluding SMM  materials. 
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New  Mq 


by  TONY  DeROSA 


I  came  from  a  goo 
home  ...  a  home 
that  didn't  reflect 
the  life  I  would  even 
tually  lead. 


S 


rometimes,  after  giving  my 
testimony,  the  thought  runs  through 
my  mind,  "Can  it  be  that  I  am  that 
person?"  I  came  from  a  good  home, 
one  that  provided  me  with  food, 
clothing,  and  a  recognition  of  God  .  . 
.  a  home  that  didn't  reflect  the  life  I 
would  eventually  lead.  As  a  child  I  felt 
"different"  from  the  people  around 
me.  Coming  to  California  from  Boston 
and  being  of  Italian  descent,  I  was  dif- 
ferent in  culture  and  background 
from  the  people  around  me  —  a  peo- 
ple who  would  remind  a  small  child 
of  that  fact.  As  I  grew  older  I  found 
myself  rebelling  against  the  pre- 
judices I  encountered,  even  to  the 
point  of  unjustly  blaming  my  parents. 
The  result  of  my  rebellion  was  that 
I  was  accepted  by  kids  who  were 
troubled  and  also  rebellious  against 
authority.  I  found  out  that  the  more 
■ebellious  I  was  the  more  recognition 
[  received  and  the  more  demand  to  go 
ne  step  farther.  That  led  me  to  drink- 
IHf,  fighting,  pills  and  pot.  There 
^always  seemed  to  be  the  need  to  take 
that  one  more  step  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion, the  direction  down.  After  getting 
out  of  High  School  in  1962.  the  next 
step  was  into  heroin  addiction.  For  the 
next  sixteen  years  I  lived  a  nightmare 
of  addiction,  prison,  drug  programs, 
loneliness  and  fear. 

Fear  was  the  worst  of  all,  not  know- 
ing what  the  next  second  would  be 
like.  Wondering  if  it  would  be  arrest  or 
death  made  my  existence  almost 
unbearable.  Most  of  my  associates 
would  die  or  find  themselves  in  prison 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  During  this 
time,  I  could  not  stand  myself  or  the 
things  I  was  doing.  But  when  I  would 
try  to  change,  I  would  fail. 

Then  one  day,  six  years  ago,  a  lady 
told  me  how  God  loved  me.  In  all  of  my 
life  up  to  that  point,  no  one  had  told 
me  that  God  loved  me,  only  that  He 
would  "get  me"  for  the  things  I  was 
doing.  This  lady  shared  how  God  had 
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put  it  upon  her  heart  to  talk  to  me  and 
tell  me  He  loved  me.  For  the  next  year 
or  so.  God  continued  to  work  in  my  life 
through  various  people  and  events. 

The  old  ways  continued  to  haunt 
my  life.  The  dope,  the  booze,  the  crime 
and  the  ways  of  the  world  increased 
their  hold  on  me  until  one  night  in  a 
motel  room,  after  watching  an 
evangelistic  service  on  television,  I 
made  a  definite  decision  to  put  God 
out  of  my  life  and  stifle  the  terrible 
conviction  that  was  eating  my  heart 
out.  The  rest  of  that  night  and  the 
next  day  were  utter  misery  and 
despair.  That  evening,  refusing  to  go 
out  on  the  town  with  a  friend,  I  tuned 
in  again  to  the  gospel  broadcast.  After 
the  program,  the  convicting  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  so  great,  I  fell, 
broken  hearted,  to  my  knees.  I 
repented  of  my  sins,  asked  the  Lord  to 
forgive  me,  confessed  my  faith  in  His 
sacrifice  for  me  on  the  cross  and 
trusted  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  my 
redemption  and  salvation.  As  the 
Word  states  in  2  Cor.  5:17,  He  did 


Study  service.  The  Lord  has  greatly 
burdened  my  heart  for  a  spirit  of 
revival  and  evangelism  to  become  a 
great  tidal  wave  in  our  Fellowship. 

Because  of  this  burden,  I  feel 
honored  to  have  a  part  in  the  new 
evangelistic  outreach  proposed  by  the 
Brethren  Board  of  Evangelism  and 
will  be  prepared  to  go  as  the  doors 
open  to  share  with  fellow  believers  and 
those  who  need  to  know  our  Lord  as 
their  personal  Savior  how  wonderful- 
ly the  Lord  can  work  to  convict,  save 
and  bless  any  who  come  to  Him  by 
faith.  HeRjiD 
I  I 


Tony  and  Pastor  Altig  are 
available  to  encourage 
churches  In  the  Southern 
California  area  concerning 
evangelism  and  soul- 
winning.  Contact  Dr.  J. 
Keith  Altig.  (213)  693-8182 


There  always  seemed  to 
be  the  need  to  take  that 
one  more  step  in  the 
wrong  direction. 


make  me  a  new  creature.  He  remov- 
ed the  guilt,  shame  and  fear.  God  gave 
me  peace,  joy  and  a  new  life.  Old 
things  passed  away  and  all  things 
became  new. 

In  the  months  following  my  conver- 
sion, I  was  baptized  and  joined  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Whittier, 
where  I  was  given  the  opportunity  to 
become  active  in  the  work.  I  direct  the 
activities  of  the  visitation  and 
outreach  teams,  assist  in  the  boys 
work,  and  take  part  in  the  team  that 
ministers  in  the  Union  Rescue  Mis- 
sion of  Los  Angeles.  I  try  never  to  miss 
a  service  of  the  church,  including  the 
Wednesday  night  prayer  and  Bible 
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IS  REVIVAL  THE  HOPE  OF 
THE  GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCH? 

1986  Moderator's  Address 

Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Dr.  John  Mayes 


Welcome  to  the  97th  annual  conference  of 
3race  Brethren  Churches  and  welcome  to 
Winona  Lake  and  all  the  memories,  activities, 
md  blessings  that  have  come  to  us  over  so 
nany  conferences  that  have  met  in  this  place. 
ITiis  auditorium  brings  to  my  mind  many  sen- 
;imental  pictures  from  the  50  years  that  I  have 
attended  conference  as  well  as  the  days  when 
I  worked  for  the  Christian  assembly  and  the 
^ears  I  spent  living  here  during  seminary.  I 
im  like  so  many  Brethren  whose  growing  up 
is  inseparably  linked  with  this  lakeside 
setting. 

COMMENDATIONS 

This  Conference  center  is  more  than  a  pic- 
turesque place  for  us  to  hold  our  conference. 
It  is  the  home  of  most  of  our  service  ministries 
for  our  enablement  in  carrying  out  the  great 

ommission.  Note  some  special  commenda- 
tions that  deserve  to  be  stated: 

The  Grace  Brethren  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  has  been  diligent  and  tireless  in  urg- 
ing us  to  the  communication  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  whole  world.  They  are  currently  dealing 
with  an  unusually  large  number  of  missionary 
candidates.  They  have  come  to  us  with  an  ef- 
ficient communication  of  the  needs  they  must 
meet  to  see  these  candidates  get  to  the  field. 
We  commend  them  for  the  vision  of  a  growing 
missions  ministry  for  our  fellowship. 

The  Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions  Coun- 
cil and  its  affiliates,  the  Grace  Brethren  Invest- 
ment Foundation,  is  moving  forward  with 
renewed  vision.  Their  continued  desire  to  see 
a  challenging  number  of  new  churches  begun 
causes  us  to  feel  a  growing  correspondence 
with  their  cause,  because  it  is  our  cause  too. 
Very  few  denominations  are  blessed  with  such 
a  vital  and  financially  sound  support  system 
as  the  BIF  which  has  provided  building  funds 
for  great  numbers  of  our  churches.  This  pro- 
gram is  the  model  for  many  other  groups  to 
follow.  We  are  grateful  for  their  provision  in 
the  facilities  and  development  of  so  many  of 
our  churches. 

Grace  College  and  Seminary  deserves  our 
commendation  and  encouragement.  These  are 


hard  days  for  all  such  institutions  and  ours  is 
no  exception.  Their  efforts  currently  to  expand 
their  academic  offering  in  the  area  of  Chris- 
tian Schools  is  much  appreciated  by  us  all  and 
especially  by  those  already  in  the  school 
ministry.  Since  apostasy  has  often  come  to 
denominations  through  the  door  of  their 
schools,  we  are  grateful  to  God  for  the 
unswerving  loyalty  to  the  Word  of  God  evident 
in  our  college  and  seminary. 

The  Christian  Education  department  of  our 
Fellowship  is  to  be  commended  for  their  great 
effort  in  meeting  the  needs  of  our  youth,  a  task 
which  becomes  larger  all  the  time.  Singling  out 
the  youth  conferences  which  are  a  major 
ministry  program  to  our  fellowship,  we  can 
well  share  with  them  in  the  desire  to  combat 
secular  life  philosophy  which  is  rampant 
among  youth  today.  We  commend  them  for  the 
nationwide  concern  they  hold  for  the  youth  in 
all  of  our  churches. 

The  Board  of  Retirement  is  an  unsung  hero 
in  our  midst.  Much  discussion  has  prevailed 
in  recent  years  to  seek  a  way  through  difficult 
obstacles  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  retiring 
ministers  and  families  in  emergency  occasions. 
We  need  to  be  supportive  of  them  and  the  work 
being  done  by  our  committee  sharing  this 
burden  and  attempting  to  structure  a  whole 
new  concept  of  ministry  in  this  need  area.  We 
say  to  them:  "Be  not  weary  in  well  doing  ..." 

And  there  is  so  much  more  that  could  be  said 
about  so  many  more.  We  are  grateful  for  all 
who  share  our  yoke  of  ministry. 

The  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches 
therefore  realizes  that  this  past  year  has  been 
a  good  one  in  many  ways  and  not  such  a  good 
one  in  others.  A  brief  but  very  important  look 
at  facts  lifted  from  our  statistical  report  will 
help  us  evaluate  our  needs  and  direct  us  to 
specific  things  we  can  do  to  see  growth  in  our 
churches  and  blessings  from  the  good  hand  of 
God. 

For  example,  4,413  decisions  for  the  Lord 
were  made  through  the  ministries  of  our 
churches.  I  have  no  doubt  that  eternity  will 
reveal  to  the  Glory  of  God  the  spiritual  growth 
and  service  resulting  from  these  decisions. 


Beyond  this  and  even  more  important  is  the 
fact  that  souls  were  saved  who  wili  be  forever 
with  the  Lord.  Let  us  rejoice  in  this  blessing. 
2,822  people  were  baptized  in  our  churches  last 
year.  We  can  rejoice  also  in  this  blessing. 

However,  we  must  face  the  fact  that  this  year 
was  a  year  of  losses.  While  this  is  the  plight 
of  many  conservative  church  fellowships,  I  am 
confident  that  we  find  little  comfort  in  that 
knowledge.  Our  morning  services,  evening  ser- 
vices, Sunday  school  hour,  mid-week  prayer 
meetings  and  communion  services  all  recorded 
a  loss  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
We  must  face  the  unpleasant  truth  that  vir- 
tually every  service  held  in  our  churches  was 
subject  to  this  loss  in  attendance.  That  leaves 
me  with  a  hurt  deep  inside  and  I  know  you  feel 
the  same  hurt.  May  God  give  us  wisdom  to 
bring  change  in  our  fellowship. 

In  the  matter  of  finances,  the  figures 
reported  in  the  expenditure  column  tell 
another  discouraging  story.  We  dropped  from 
48  million  to  34  million  in  the  money  put  to 
work  for  the  Lord  in  our  church  ministries.  We 
are  all  aware  that  financial  pressures  on  us  all 
in  all  parts  of  our  nation  exist.  This  does  not 
soften  the  unpleasant  truth  that  we  have  done 
25%  less  for  God  by  simple  cost  measurement 
this  year  than  we  did  last  year. 

It  is  very  dangerous  to  make  sweeping  deduc- 
tions from  a  single  year's  report.  However,  we 
can  easily  recall  that  recent  years  have  con- 
tained much  of  this  same  information.  Last 
year  our  moderator,  Dr.  Pifer,  gave  us  a 
thorough  review  of  our  statistical  profile  and 
I  feel  that  I  am  on  safe  ground  to  call  to  your 
attention  that  growth  and  performance  failure 
continues  to  abound  in  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  need  something  to  help 
us!  I  fear  that  in  the  light  of  these  facts  and 
in  the  light  of  the  challenges  of  previous 
moderators  to  past  conferences,  not  much 
which  partakes  of  the  hope  of  solution  can 
come  from  continued  self-flagellation. 
Therefore,  I  will  attempt  to  bring  before  you 
my  thoughts  in  the  hope  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
might  use  them  to  bring  blessings  and  solu- 
tions to  our  denominational  dilemma. 

PROBLEMS  AND  CAPABILITIES 

In  every  aspect  of  religious  life  today  we  must 
constantly  measure  ourselves  against  the  test 
of  the  Word  of  God.  The  problems  in  our  world 
cannot  be  totally  blamed  on  the  devil.  It  is  so 
easy  for  us  to  blame  him.  We  forget  this 
singular  principle  that  every  one  of  us,  aside 
from  redemption,  aside  from  the  work  of  God 
in  our  hearts  is  every  bit  as  prone  to  evil  as 


the  devil!  Human  beings  are  as  capable  of; 
ing  their  own  way  as  the  devil  is.  The  de 
stands  back  and  watches  us  mess  things  i 
I  am  stunned  as  I  stop  to  ponder  where  t 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  might  be,  these  19 
plus  years  since  He  was  here,  if  it  were  not  i 
all  the  setbacks  the  church  has  received  frc 
the  people  of  God.  And  if,  on  the  contra: 
Christians  were  faithful  and  led  by  the  He 
Spirit  of  God,  can  you  imagine  what  imps 
we  might  have  made  on  the  world?  And  so  t 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  carries  a  tremendo 
guilt  for  failure  to  accomplish  the  great  co: 
mission.  And  that  is  not  the  devil's  fault.  Tr. 
has  been  a  do-it-yourself  project.  It  is  evide 
therefore  that  there  is  a  genuine  need  f 
revival:  a  strong,  legitimate  need  among  Go( 
people. 

Now  one  of  the  things  that  goes  with  the  su 
ject  of  revival  is  an  understanding  of  t\ 
things:  1)  why  do  we  need  a  revival?,  and 
what  kind  of  Revival  will  help  us  in  these  day 

FAILURE  IN  THE  HOME 

Probably  the  number  one  reason  why  v 
need  revival  as  far  as  Christians  are  concerns 
is  failure  in  our  homes.  Inadequate  disciplii 
of  children  ranks  high.  This  is  clearly  obvioi 
in  our  failure  to  teach  our  children  how 
follow  in  the  way  of  the  Lord.  When  they  reac 
those  critical  years  they  are  too  often  lost 
the  cause  of  Christ.  But  perhaps  more  tha 
that  it's  parental  failure  in  the  quality  of  tl 
Christian  home.  Too  many  Christian  peop 
who  get  married  get  divorced.  And  it's  tin, 
we  cry  out  for  revival  in  this  matter.  You  ha\ 
all  heard  about  the  little  girl  who  prayed,  Loi 
make  all  the  bad  people  good  and  make  all  tr. 
good  people  nice.  And  if  the  good  people  we) 
nice,  the  whole  divorce  rate  would  change  Pe< 
pie  that  are  kind  to  unsaved  co-workers  coir 
home  and  can't  be  nice  to  the  ones  they  lov; 
Consider  this:  about  15  years  ago  the  statist 
was  published  that  among  believers  whos; 
marriages  broke  up,  70%  of  them  were  th 
fault  of  the  husband  who  was  unfaithful  to  h: 
wife.  Ten  years  ago,  about  1980,  the  figure; 
changed.  80%  of  the  Christian  homes  thti 
broke  up  were  due  to  the  unfaithfulness  of  th! 
wife.  Note  the  complete  reversal.  And  that  ii 
a  signal  as  to  what  has  taken  place  in  th) 
realm  of  womanhood  in  our  nation  and  its  e 
feet  on  the  contemporary  Christian  home.  It 
also  a  signal  that  the  stability  once  found  i 
Christian  women  has  now  turned  around  an1 
that  terrible  disintegration  of  feminine  Chris 
tian  character  has  made  it  dangerous  to  sa 
that  "the  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  rules  th 
world."  And  that  ought  to  move  every  Godl 


'Oman  to  say  to  herself,  "what  has  the  world 
one  to  me?"  And,  "where  am  I  in  my  commit- 
lent  to  the  priority  of  things  that  have  to  do 
rith  the  Lord?"  And  it  is  a  further  signal  that 
usbands  have  not  fulfilled  the  role  of  spiritual 
jadership  in  the  home  that  was  designed  by 
he  Lord.  We  do  need  revival  in  our  homelife. 

SIN  IN  OUR  WORLD 

What  else  has  happened  to  our  world?  Con- 
ider,  teenage  pregnancy.  This  is  one  of  the 
lost  overwhelming  problems  that  has  ever 
iced  our  nation!  A  study  was  released  in 
Washington  just  recently  showing  human 
ragedy  in  the  making.  The  center  for  popula- 
lon  options  reported  teenage  childbearing  cost 
le  nation  16.6  billion  dollars  last  year.  16.6 
illion!  Now,  think  in  terms  of  our  national 
nancial  crisis.  If  somebody  wants  to  know 
'here  to  cut  the  budget,  I  suggest  the  change 
iat  righteousness  can  make  in  the  lives  of 
lese  girls.  A  revival,  a  return  to  moral  values, 
nd  a  recommitment  to  the  home  would  cut 
6.6  billion  out  of  our  country's  budget.  And 
ae  386,000  babies,  who  were  the  first-born  of 
dolescents  in  1985,  will  receive  6  more  billion 
l  welfare  benefits  over  the  next  20  years. 
In  our  area,  a  lady  named  Carolyn  Wallace, 
community  center  operator,  offered  the  best 
isight  on  the  problem.  "Obviously  sex  educa- 
on  classes  aren't  making  the  difference  they 
■ere  supposed  to."  Her  observation  is  very 
erceptive  This  whole  attitude  that  sex  educa- 
on  classes  were  supposed  to  help  the  sin  prob- 
;m  of  teenage  pregnancies  is  an  absolute 
assic  foundational  assumption  of  humanism. 

HUMANISM  AS  A  CAUSE 

Humanism  says  there  is  no  divine  being,  and 
e  don't  need  a  divine  being.  Man  is  capable 
l  his  own  wisdom  of  the  solution  of  his  own 
roblems.  Humanism  then,  simply  throws 
jme  more  money  at  the  problem  and  thinks 
lat  by  an  awareness  program,  which  only 
eightens  the  consciousness  and  therefore  in- 
■eases  the  temptation,  we  are  going  to  solve 
.  Humanism  is  one  of  the  most  laughable 
hilosophies,  from  the  perspective  of  heaven, 
lat  you  will  ever  hear  about.  The  same  com- 
mnity  center  operator  continued,  saying,  "In 
ly  heart  I  think  I  have  a  solution,  and  I  know 
may  rub  people  the  wrong  way.  I  believe 
>enage  pregnancy  cannot  be  stopped  by  pro- 
rams.  It  has  to  be  morals  and  morals  come 
■om  God.  Morality  may  rub  some  the  wrong 
ay  but  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  an 
moral  system  that  gives  hundreds  of 
lousands  of  teenagers  no  alternatives  or  in- 
;ntives  but  to  continue  having  babies,  a 


distorted  type  of  slavery."  And  I'm  going  to 
leave  her  article  there  To  think  that  her  words 
were  printed  in  a  public  newspaper  is  a  rather 
amazing  thing.  There's  a  lot  of  truth  in  it.  Well, 
that's  also  part  of  our  problem. 

MORE  SINS  FROM  THE  SAME  CAUSE 

I'm  going  to  refrain  from  talking  about  the 
cost  of  crime,  and  the  cost  of  liquor.  Add  to  all 
this  the  tragedy  of  homosexuality.  Secular 
humanists  who  try  to  declare  homosexuality 
an  alternative  lifestyle  declare  it  to  be  one  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,  while  disease  and  dif- 
ficulty and  crime  is  the  evident  result.  It's  time 
enlightened  Christian  minds  develop  sensible 
Christian  attitudes  that  support  the  Scripture. 
We  need  to  face  the  fact  that  we  can  love  the 
souls  of  people  involved  in  this  kind  of  sin  and 
yet  take  an  absolute  flat-footed  stand  that  the 
Bible  says  it  is  one  of  the  worst  of  sins.  Recently 
while  down  in  Austin,  I  took  the  time  to  drive 
through  the  campus  of  Texas  State  Universi- 
ty. Hanging  over  a  main  sidewalk,  right  in  the 
heart  of  the  campus  was  a  huge  sign,  and  it 
said,  "Lesbian  Awareness  Week."  That's  at 
Texas  State  University  in  the  Bible  Belt!  I  don't 
think  that  the  average  Christian  has  any  idea, 
not  the  slightest  beginning  of  a  notion,  as  to 
what  goes  on  in  the  dorms  of  state  universities, 
in  the  prisons  of  America,  and  a  great  number 
of  other  places  in  the  doing  of  this  heinous  sin. 
I  just  don't  think  people  know.  And  if  you  were 
to  take  a  vote  today  among  all  the  church 
members  of  mainline  evangelical  denomina- 
tions in  America,  and  you  were  hoping  to  get 
a  condemnation  of  homosexuality  and  les- 
bianism, you'd  better  be  warned,  you  may  lose 
the  vote!  How  far  are  God's  people  from  God's 
standards? 

Humanism  has  taught  us  that  we  have  a 
right  to  opinions  that  adjust  to  the  day  in 
which  we  live.  I  haven't  mentioned  abortion. 
And  I  won't  mention  it  except  to  remind  you 
of  more  than  18  million  babies,  innocent  lit- 
tle babies,  who  have  been  torn  from  their 
mother's  womb,  piece  by  piece,  little  legs  are 
pulled  out,  little  arms  are  pulled  out,  and 
sometimes  by  the  saltdown  method  they  will 
come  out  still  breathing  and  living  and  are  left 
without  any  compassion,  to  die  a  painful 
death.  And  that  is  in  our  America  that  claims 
to  be  Christian. 

The  issues  of  the  world  are  tearing  the 
church  apart.  And  I'm  afraid  the  church  isn't 
doing  enough  to  tear  the  world  apart.  What's 
the  answer  to  this  frightening  picture? 

WHAT  THE  ANSWER  IS  NOT 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  tell  you  what  the 
answer  is  not.  We  hear  a  cry  everywhere  that 


the  answer  is:  "we  need  a  revival."  That's  true, 
but  the  wrong  kind  of  revival  won't  help  very 
much.  Now,  will  you  think  with  me  a  little  bit. 
Think  what's  happened  to  our  nation.  Some 
years  ago,  when  I  was  just  a  little  boy,  my 
father  brought  me  to  this  very  tabernacle  to 
hear  Billy  Sunday  preach.  The  era  of  revival 
under  men  like  Billy  Sunday,  D.  L.  Moody,  and 
others  of  that  time  seemed  to  be  coming  to  a 
close  When  those  men  went  out  to  preach  peo- 
ple came  by  the  thousands  and  walked  the  isles 
of  the  typical  Billy  Sunday  sawdust  trail.  In 
that  era,  the  main  thing  for  us  to  understand 
is  the  religious  mindset  of  those  people  large- 
ly due  to  the  fact  that  they  were  not  so  far 
removed  from  an  era  when  Christian  values 
controlled  America  and  when  public  school 
education  was  still  receiving  the  overflow  from 
Christianity.  McGuffy  readers  and  books  like 
them  taught  moral  values,  the  existence  of 
God,  and  the  honor  of  Scriptures  in  the  public 
schools.  We  had  people  all  across  this  nation, 
who  were  good  people,  who  even  though  they 
were  unsaved  held  values  of  integrity,  morality. 
They  loved  their  wives,  paid  their  bills  and 
helped  their  neighbors.  We  had  a  climate  in 
our  country  that  was  comparable  to  Christian 
standards,  an  inner  moral  fiber  that  was 
characteristic  of  the  last  century.  When  Billy 
Sunday  and  D.  L.  Moody  preached,  what  they 
needed  to  tell  people  was  that  they  knew  full 
well  that  a  certain  thing  was  wrong,  and  since 
they  knew  it  was  wrong,  they  ought  to  respond 
and  take  a  stand  for  God.  They  did!  They  knew 
the  saloons  were  wrong,  so  when  people  made 
a  decision  and  walked  the  sawdust  trail,  the 
saloon  was  closed.  The  public  mentality 
understood  such  action  had  to  be.  We  do  not 
have  that  today!  In  fact,  we  would  be  very  hard 
pressed  in  a  lot  of  Christian  circles  to  find  any 
mindset  difference  between  the  members  of  the 
church  and  the  people  in  the  nightclub.  So,  to- 
day we  can't  preach  to  them  and  assume  that 
they  know  from  a  Christian  value  structure 
that  the  saloon  doesn't  belong  in  their  lives. 
That's  just  a  simple  illustration.  I  suggest 
therefore  that  a  revival  patterned  after 
yesteryear  will  not  do  the  job.  Charles  Finney 
had  a  number  of  things  that  he  outlined  from 
his  observations  that  would  bring  a  revival.  He 
said  things  like  long,  protracted  sessions, 
unseasonal  times  that  would  cause  the  people 
to  give  in  the  demands  of  the  meeting  would 
encourage  revival.  Then  he  said  he  would  try 
to  get  the  people  who  are  under  conviction  one 
night  to  sit  down  front  on  the  following  night. 
From  the  observations  of  his  many  years  in 
evangelistic  work,  he  continued  something  like 
this:  announce  that  you're  going  to  name 


names  of  people  who  are  respected  and  livi  r1 
in  sin,  and  expose  them.  And  that  puts  fet 
into  everybody.  And  he  said,  with  that,  assu  i 
that  all  the  preachers  may  be  unsaved.  A;' 
if  you  can  find  a  story  of  some  pastor  wht 
been  preaching  for  20  years  and  recently  1 1 
saved,  use  it.  Then  he  said  about  those  peo] 
sitting  down  front,  preach  at  them,  look 
them,  point  your  finger  and  say,  you  kn 
that's  true.  And  he  said,  if  you  do  that,  1 1 
altar  will  be  full.  He  had  a  list,  like  a  reci; 
of  how  you  do  it.  And  in  his  day,  (and  I  do: 
want  to  say  anything  unfair  to  him),  in  his  d 
it  worked,  because  of  the  mindset  of  peop 
Ponder  these  words  of  Mr.  Finney.  "The  Bit1 
has  laid  down  no  specific  course  of  measui 
to  promote  Revivals  of  Religion,  but  has  1< 
it  to  ministers  to  adopt  such  as  are  wise 
calculated  to  secure  the  end." 

With  fear  and  trembling  I'm  telling  you  th 
tonight,  it  is  within  the  realm  of  possibili' 
that  I  or  another  preacher  just  might  be  ab 
to  manipulate  you  good  folks  right  he 
tonight  that  way.  And  then  all  we  would  ne< 
to  do  is  get  on  the  subject  of  family  altar  a) 
we  would  be  stepping  on  sore  toes.  Then  spes 
on  things  such  as  the  home  and  the  way  yi 
husbands  treat  your  wives  and  your  kids,  ai 
how  the  kids  sass  momma.  And  if  we  keep  ( 
such  things  for  an  extended  time  with  lots 
emotional  stories,  we  might  have  this  co 
gregation  so  worked  up  that  many  would  1 
down  here  praying  at  the  altar.  The  sad  thii 
is  that  when  we  would  go  home  we  wouldr 
be  much  different.  That  kind  of  revival  of  tl 
last  century  may  have  had  some  benefit,  ar 
I  don't  want  to  say  that  it  didn't,  but  I  am  sa 
ing  that  overall,  folks  who  think  that  such 
revival  today  is  going  to  change  our  counti 
are  in  for  a  disappointment.  I  sincerely  beliei 
that  the  only  kind  of  revival  that  will  chanj 
our  country  very  much  is  one  that  will  go  bac 
and  re-educate  people.  Re-educate  them  in  ho 
to  think  in  a  Godly  structure  Re-educate  the' 
in  what  the  true  values  are.  Re-educate  the; 
in  what  humanism  is  and  why  we  have  to  r 
ject  it,  because  even  though  it  hurts  us  to  het 
the  accusation,  you  and  I,  sitting  here  tonigh 
are  too  much  the  product  of  secular  humanisr; 
We  were  taught  it  in  our  schools.  It  makes  nj 
difference  in  what  state  you  attended  schoo 
it  is  a  United  States  wide  problem.  It  has  bee; 
devised  to  control  the  value  structure  of  ox 
country  and  the  people  who  live  in  it.  Whs' 
I'm  saying  is  that  just  because  we  are  able  t 
manipulate  the  right  emotions  and  do  it  in  th 
right  order  and  fill  the  altar  does  not  mean  w 
will  equip  people  to  live  in  this  unique  day  i 
which  we  live. 


A  SPECIAL  REVIVAL  IS  NEEDED 

What  must  this  revival  be  like?  It  must  par- 
ke  of  all  of  the  genuine  elements  of  a 
liritual  and  educational  movement,  honoring 
e  Holy  Spirit  as  the  heavenly  teacher  over 
period  of  time.  And  the  best  way  to  do  it,  is 

start  fresh  with  the  generation  that  we  have, 
jersonally  believe  the  Christian  school  move- 
ent  is  the  single  most  productive  thing  that 

available  in  our  generation  to  produce  a 
rnaround  in  the  thinking  processes  of  our 
ition,  and  bring  to  pass  this  kind  of  revival. 
will  take  an  awakening  in  believers  to  even 
ilieve  that.  It  needs  to  be  so  revolutionary  and 
e-style  changing  that  all  of  God's  people  to- 
ly  will  lose  their  selfish  purposes  and  goals 

God's  purpose,  and  we  must  become  more 
te  the  first  century  Christian  of  the  Biblical 
cord. 

How  did  we  get  in  this  mess?  Let  me  read 
■u  something.  Have  you  heard  of  Dale  Evans 
)gers?  She's  Mrs.  Apple  Pie  of  America.  And, 
ben  you  read  her  writing,  you  are  probably 
st  about  as  safe  as  you  can  be,  as  for  an 
linion  not  coming  from  a  bigot  or  a  fanatic, 
want  to  read  you  what  Dale  Evans  Rogers 
rites.  "The  Bible  states  that  the  fear  of  the 
)rd  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.  Those  who 
3uld  destroy  the  values  that  made  this  coun- 
y  strong  and  great  have  been  quietly 
aneuvering  for  years  to  bring  about  an  over- 
row  of  our  freedom  under  God,  our  Judeo- 
lristian  heritage.  Take  a  look  at  the  fruit  of 
eir  labors  among  the  young:  crime;  dope;  ad- 
ction;  alcoholism;  prostitution;  free-wheeling 
x;  and  abortion;  the  saddest  of  all,  suicide 
hich  is  growing  at  an  enormous  rate.  Now 
iu  may  or  may  not  agree  or  understand 
erything  in  this  book,  but  I  implore  you  to 
ad  it  and  investigate  the  claims  as  stated, 
ne  of  our  children  came  home  from  junior 
gh  school  and  asked,  "Mom,  what  do  you 
low  about  Benedict  Arnold?"  I  replied,  "I  was 
ught  that  he  was  a  traitor  to  his  country." 
ien  our  daughter  stated,  "Our  social  studies 
acher  said  he  didn't  blame  Benedict  Arnold 
r  what  he  did,  that  our  government  promised 
m  a  sum  of  money  to  spy  on  the  British  and 
en  refused  to  pay  him,  and  that  he  had  a  sick 
ife  and  hungry  children."  Then  she  added, 
ie  asked  us  if  we  didn't  agree  with  Benedict 
mold."  To  say  I  was  shocked  is  the 
iderstatement.  The  problem  was  that  I  was 
o  busy  filming  our  television  series  instead 

stating  my  complaint  at  the  PTA  or  the 
hool  board.  Don't  these  underground  gophers 

subversion  realize  that  this  country  is  free 
icause  the  very  values  we  have  fought  for 


come  from  the  standard  of  Almighty  God  and 
His  Book,  the  Bible?"  That's  pretty  good  isn't 
it.  Well,  that's  what  she  wrote.  And  she  knows 
where  this  philosophy  comes  from,  and  I  pick 
up  just  a  few  more  of  her  words.  She  says,  "An 
organization  called  the  National  Education 
Association,  NEA,  has  wrung  control  of  the 
public  school  from  parents  and  local  com- 
munities and  placed  it  in  its  own  offices.  In 
1976  this  teachers'  union  got  a  political  payoff 
for  supporting  President  Carter,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  DOE.  Together  with  NEA 
and  the  DOE  they  have  been  waging  a  cam- 
paign of  terror  against  public  education  and 
parents'  rights  to  control  the  lives  of  children. 
It's  a  nightmare.  Not  too  long  ago  American 
education  was  controlled  democratically  by 
parents  and  schoolboards  elected  by  parents. 
Local  communities  were  able  to  teach  their 
children  ideas  and  values  they  chose  to  teach 
them.  Religion  was  not  kicked  out  of  the  public 
schools  ....  The  parents  have  unwillingly 
relinquished  control  of  education  to  the  NEA. 
This  militant  union  does  not  consider  local 
schools  to  be  an  extension  of  the  home  and  the 
parent,  rather  it  considers  the  school  a  means 
to  steer  children  away  from  the  parent  ideas 
and  values  ....  Shouldn't  parents  have  the 
right  to  choose  whether  they  want  biblical 
creation  or  evolution  taught  in  the  schools?  Or 
should  this  decision  be  made  in  the  courts  and 
by  the  NEA  union?"  I'm  going  to  leave  Dale 
Evans  Rogers'  remarks  there.  The  book  talks 
further  about  situation  ethics  and  how  this 
took  place,  and  how  the  NEA  came  into  con- 
trol of  our  schools.  It's  a  fascinating  book. 

Let  me  tell  you  something  else  about  how  we 
got  into  this  mess.  Tim  LaHaye,  in  his  book 
The  Battle  For  The  Mired  has  a  very  enlighten- 
ing statement.  He  says,  "Most  people  today  do 
not  realize  what  humanism  really  is,  and  how 
it's  destroying  our  culture,  families,  country, 
and  one  day  the  entire  world.  Most  of  the  evils 
in  the  world  today  can  be  traced  to  humanism, 
which  has  taken  over  our  government,  the  UN, 
education,  TV  and  most  other  influential 
things  of  life.  The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
last  obstacle  for  the  humanist  to  conquer.  The 
1 960's  saw  the  battle  for  racial  rights.  In  the 
1970's  it  was  sexual  rights.  But  the  1980's  have 
been  designated  for  the  battle  against  religious 
rights.  Unfortunately,  at  this  time  of  destiny, 
the  church  is  sound  asleep.  And  unless  the  60 
million  people,  whom  George  Gallup's  poll  in- 
dicate are  Christians,  wake  up  to  who  the 
enemy  really  is,  the  humanists  will  accomplish 
their  goal  of  a  complete  world  takeover  by  the 
year  of  2,000. 1  believe  there  is  yet  time  for  us 


to  defeat  the  humanists  and  reverse  the  moral 
decline  in  our  country  that  has  us  on  a  colli- 
sion course  with  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  I 
believe  God  will  yet  bless  this  nation  and  give 
us  another  great  revival,  which  I  call  great 
awakening  #2.  It  will  only  come,  however,  if 
we  become  informed  of  what  humanism  is,  who 
the  enemy  is,  and  how  to  fight  their  subtle 
form  of  religious  evil." 

Do  you  have  any  idea  how  many  of  God's  peo- 
ple have  already  been  lost  out  of  the  genera- 
tion now  in  their  30's  and  40's?  Do  you  know 
how  much  you  have  lost  in  this  battle?  We 
must  face  the  question:  What  is  the  solution? 

THERE  IS  A  SOLUTION 

As  simply  as  I  can  state  it,  the  solution  is 
to  seek  to  change  the  thinking  of  Christians 
first.  That's  where  we  have  to  start.  Recently 
a  man  in  the  NEA  office  made  a  startling 
statement.  He  said,  "We  own  these  children, 
and  who  do  these  Christians  think  they  are 
that  they  are  going  to  have  control  of  the 
children?"  I  call  your  attention  to  a  quotation 
from  a  Harvard  professor  which  goes 
something  like  this.  "There  isn't  any  excuse 
for  Christians  to  think  that  they  have  any 
right  to  the  control  of  the  minds  of  boys  and 
girls.  They  belong  to  us.  And  these  fundamen- 
talist Christians  are  so  far  behind."  Then  he 
adds  this  pronouncement.  "Every  child  who 
reports  to  a  public  school  kindergarten  is  men- 
tally ill  on  his  first  day  of  school  because  of  the 
amount  of  religious  impression  that's  already 
been  made  in  that  child's  mind."  He  continued: 
"I  charge  the  teachers  of  America  to  make 
them  well,  and  prepare  them  to  be  citizens  of 
the  world  by  the  year  of  2000."  The  average 
person  has  no  idea  what's  going  on  in  the  head- 
quarters of  our  national  educational  system. 
This  is  truly  the  80's,  as  Tim  LaHaye  says, 
when  the  designated  battle  is  the  battle 
against  religion.  So,  I  emphasize  the  first  thing 
we  have  to  do  is  wake  up  Christians. 

THE  PLACE  OF  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOLS 

I  believe  our  next  approach  is  build  more 
Christian  schools  to  teach  our  kids.  And  the 
more  Christian  schools  we  can  get  operating, 
the  better.  Someplace  around  the  year  of  1995 
there  will  be  as  many  private  and  Christian 
schools  in  America  as  there  are  public  schools. 
That's  how  fast  this  movement  is  growing.  We 
must  be  very  careful  not  to  think  that  because 
a  local  state  school  situation  seems  acceptable, 
therefore  we  don't  need  Christian  schools.  The 
need  of  the  United  States  of  America  nation- 
wide is  for  an  exodus  of  Christian  boys  and 
girls  and  young  people  and  collegiates  from 


secular  institutions  and  the  promoting  ifl 
Christian  education  for  students  from  nursf 
school  through  college.  We  still  need  all 
Christian  teachers  possible  in  the  stj 
schools.  The  problem  that  I  see  is  that  so  m. ; 
Christian  schools  are  not  efficient  in  teach  S 
the  philosophy  of  Christian  Education,  s  i 
as  is  set  forth,  for  instance,  in  the  book 
Philosophy  of  Christian  Education  by  F1 
Kienel. 

A  NEED  FOR  WISE  CHRISTIANS-1 
IN  POLITICS 

Consider  the  political  aspect  of  this  bat 
Even  though  we  elect  Christians  to  gove 
ment,  electing  the  proper  kind  of  Christi;  i 
is  urgent.  If  you  were  to  poll  the  Congress  e 
from  those  people  determine  how  many 
members  of  a  church  in  a  mainline  denomi  I 
tion,  and  you  would  sit  down  with  those  j 
pie,  and  determine  whether  or  not  they  ;l 
propagating  secular  humanism,  you  would 
doubt  discover  that  they  are  unknowingly  I 
fected  by  secular  humanism.  Now  elect:  \ 
someone  who  proposes  to  be  a  Christian  I 
they  do  not  understand  this,  isn't  going  to  h 
us    much.    Look    back    over    recent    yea  I 
Eisenhower  was  a  professing  Christian.  Ha 
Truman  was  a  professing  Christian.  In  fa' 
I've  never  been  a  fan  of  Harry  Truman,  1 
history  records,  and  I  think  it  will  stand,  tl ;. 
he  is  the  most  Bible-reading  president  we  I 
ever  had  in  the  White  House.  Dick  Nixon  v  • 
a  professing  Christian.  Jerry  Ford  was  a  p: 
fessing  Christian.  President  Reagan  is  a  p  I 
fessing  Christian.  And  I'm  glad  for  whateij 
amount  of  genuineness  existed  in  every  ca  I 
However  their  lips  have  either  been  sealed, 
their  thinking  patterns  have  been  controll| 
long  ago.  So,  the  answer  is,  we  need  to  establi' 
schools,  the  right  kind,  schools  that  know  wri 
it  takes  to  effect  change.  And  then  we  need  I 
elect  Christians  to  govern  us  who  understa  i 
these  principles  of  responsibility  to  God. 

Christians  once  controlled  the  school  syste  t 
Christian  schools  were  here  first.  We  ga| 
them  over  to  state  schools.  In  due  time,  pub 
schools  have  changed,  textbooks  have  change 
history  books  have  been  rewritten.  I  doil 
know  of  a  single  secular  history  book  thi 
dares  to  quote  the  diary  of  Christophl 
Columbus  in  which  he  says  that  the  reason  II 
his  trip  to  the  new  world  was  defined  as  m 
sionary  evangelism  to  introduce  the  heath' 
in  the  new  world  to  God.  Have  you  seen  th' 
in  your  history  books?  Less  than  a  century  a 
there  was  a  complete  rewriting  of  history  boo 
to  take  out  all  such  things.  Have  you  ever  re. 
the  will  of  Napoleon  in  a  secular  history  boi 
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which  he  talked  about  his  relationship  to 
sus  Christ?  Such  things  have  been  removed 
id  we  must  put  them  back.  Our  children  are 
ing  taught  that  it  was  alright  for  Benedict 
•nold  to  turn  traitor  because  he  had  a  hungry 
mily,  and  situation  ethics  says  that  you  do 
lat  you  have  to  do  at  the  time.  And  it's  okay 
steal  if  someone  is  hungry.  There  probably 
ive  been  numerous  occasions  in  the  public 
hools  when  children  have  been  asked  the 
nning  question,  is  it  really  wrong  to  steal 
)d  to  feed  your  starving  family?  And  they 
scuss  that  back  and  forth.  You  know  the 
iristian  answer?  It's  simple.  It  is  never  right 
do  wrong  that  good  might  come.  Never! 
arving  to  death  is  preferable  to  doing  wrong. 
e  have  so  watered  it  down  that  Christians 
ay  around  with  honesty  and  integrity  and 
rderline  thievery,  because  they  are  the  prod- 
t  of  a  society  that  taught  them  that  under 
rtain  circumstances  it  was  alright  to  do 
•ong.  Our  children  have  been  taught  that  cer- 
in  things  like  sexual  sin  are  okay  in  some 
.uational  contexts.  That's  not  the  Biblical 
iteria  at  all.  That's  the  humanistic  criteria. 

AN  UNDERLYING  PRINCIPLE 
FOR  RIGHT  AND  WRONG 

iVhat  will  we  teach?  Number  one  in  our 
lools,  in  our  churches  is,  we  must  teach  this 
indational  principle:  There  is  no  truth  ex- 
Dt  God's  truth,  and  just  as  soon  as  God  is  left 
t  it's  not  truth  anymore! 
dumber  2.  We  must  teach  that  truth  is  not 
;coverable,  not  in  the  slightest.  There  has 
ver  been  a  truth  discovered  by  man.  Truth 
always  revealed  by  God.  And  whenever  we 
ne  to  study,  we  study  with  two  basic  text- 
oks,  the  Word  of  God,  written  in  words,  and 
5  record  of  God,  written  in  nature.  And  those 
3  the  books  we  study.  They  are  revelation 
oks  in  which  God  reveals  His  truth.  Not  to 
iow  and  not  to  appreciate  the  Revealer  will 
itort  the  understanding.  All  other  books  we 
idy  are  valid  only  to  the  extent  that  they 
iter  understanding  of  God's  books. 
Sumber  3.  Human  behavior  cannot  be 
derstood  except  in  the  context  of  sin  and 
lvation.  As  soon  as  you  take  accountability 
t  of  the  people's  minds,  there  is  left  no  con- 
sent motive  to  provide  the  standards  of  an 
lerly  state. 

dumber  4.  The  Bible  is  in  a  category  apart 
>m  all  other  books.  There  are  none  which  are 
i  equal.  There  are  none  who  can  sit  with 
uality  on  the  shelf  with  the  Bible.  No  others, 
always  remains  unique.  Even  if  the  state 
100I  would  adopt  a  posture  in  which  the 
ble  was  used  in  the  safe  and  sterile  environ- 


ment of  a  great  book  of  literature,  it  would  rob 
it  of  its  basic  definition,  and  reduce  that  which 
it  could  ever  accomplish. 

Number  5.  A  pupil  who  does  not  understand 
that  we  are  made  in  the  image  of  God,  who 
does  not  know  what  that  means,  will  never  be 
truly  educated.  Never!  The  image  of  God,  as 
you  know,  deals  with  the  fact  that  we  in  con- 
trast to  the  animal  kingdom  are  made  with 
moral  accountability  to  God.  Rob  that  from  the 
life  philosophy  of  people  until  they  don't 
understand  moral  accountability  and  you  will 
propagate  the  great  catastrophe  we  have  before 
us  now.  Recall  Romans  chapter  1.  When  peo- 
ple turned  aside  from  being  thankful  to  God, 
and  their  foolish  hearts  were  darkened,  then 
God  gave  them  up  to  a  reprobate  mind  and 
they  began  to  do  terrible  sins.  And  that's  the 
story  of  the  last  century,  and  the  change  that 
has  taken  place  from  the  mindset  that  allowed 
D.  L.  Moody  and  Billy  Sunday  to  appeal  to 
something  that  was  resident  in  people's  minds 
so  that  they  could  respond  and  come  to  an  altar 
genuinely  convicted,  and  know  what  they  were 
changing  from  and  what  they  were  changing 
to.  Revival  did  take  place  in  the  simplicity  of 
those  campaigns.  Today  it  will  take  years  to 
do  what  they  did  in  one  night.  It  will  take  a 
complete  change  by  re-educating,  reinstruc- 
ting,  and  re-thinking.  For  people  like  us  it  will 
require  a  program,  and  a  commitment  to  say, 
"I  will  get  some  books  and  read.  I  will  study. 
I  will  put  in  some  diligent  hours."  If  God's  peo- 
ple will  pray  hard,  we  can  see  a  turnaround 
that  will  guarantee  that  we  will  be  able  to 
serve  God  in  the  next  decade  as  we  want  to  do. 
And  if  we  don't,  I  predict  harrassments  of 
government  like  those  taking  place  in  Califor- 
nia on  the  homosexual  issue,  in  Nebraska  on 
the  definition  of  a  school,  and  in  Iowa,  Ohio, 
and  other  states  will  get  worse  and  worse.  We 
will  be  fighting  for  everything  that  we  count 
dear.  It  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  serve  God  in 
the  way  we  have  always  served  and  would  like 
to  keep  on  serving  Him.  That's  where  we  are. 

TRULY,  OUR  NEED  IS  FOR 
A  GREAT  REVIVAL 

We  need  therefore,  the  right  kind  of  revival: 
longterm,  deep  study,  committed,  intellectual 
in  scope,  emotionally  sound,  not  trying  to  have 
a  one  night  stand  that's  going  to  solve  the 
world's  problems  because  it  won't  happen.  This 
revival  must  begin  with  God's  people. 

AN  ENCOURAGEMENT 

When  I  was  a  young  pastor  at  Paramount 
long  years  ago,  and  was  struggling  with  a  lit- 
tle new  church,  I  asked  Dr.  George  Peek, 


"What  do  I  do  to  make  it  grow."  I  was  looking 
for  some  magic  factor,  something  that  he  could 
tell  me,  that  with  a  wave  of  a  magic  wand, 
would  bring  in  a  hundred  people.  And  I  said 
George,  tell  me  the  secret.  And  he  said  this. 
"Pray  a  lot,  work  hard,  and  leave  something 
for  God  to  do."  You  know  I've  found  that  the 
last  part  is  the  hardest.  Working  hard  is  not 
too  difficult.  Praying  a  lot  takes  effort,  but  it 
can  still  be  done.  But  leaving  something  for 
God  to  do  grows  out  of  a  mindset  in  which  you 
really  believe  he  will.  I  see  in  so  many  of  the 
affairs  of  the  church  in  our  day  a  tendency  to 
feel  that  if  we  don't  do  it  all  by  ourselves  it  will 
never  get  done. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

God  holds  us  accountable  to  do  what  we  can 
to  accomplish  His  purposes.  May  I  recommend 
some  considerations  to  this  conference  for  our 
response? 

1.  I  recommend  that  every  member  of  our 
fellowship  and  every  organization  serving 
among  us  encourage  continued  study  of  the 
Biblical  philosophy  of  life  in  contrast  with 
secular  humanism.  A  tremendous  contribution 
would  result  from  a  careful,  balanced  emphasis 
on  these  truths. 

2.  I  recommend  to  all  our  people  a  personal 
examination  of  their  own  life  goals  and  pur- 


poses with  a  view  to  accepting  the  chalk  t> , 
that  this  conference  will  present. 

3.  I  recommend  a  continued  emphasis  u 
revival  in  our  pulpits  and  that  we  clearly  s  Uj 
to  explain  precisely  what  we  need  from  L 
Lord's  provision. 

4.  I  recommend  that  we  expand  our  So  1 
Concerns  Committee  to  include  the  formi  1. 1 
tion  of  clear,  technical  statements  which  V 
legally  secure  on  the  issues  of  our  day.  We  r-- 
be  sued  as  individual  churches  or  a:  I. 
fellowship.  Are  we  ready  to  delineate  our  f  I 
ings  in  court  on  subjects  such  as: 

Abortion 

Homosexuality 

Women  in  the  Clergy 

Church  discipline  with  validity 

Policies    of   requiring    precise    doctri 

statements  and  specific  life  style  patte  I 

for  ministry  employment. 

5.  I  recommend  an  increase  in  the  leve  '' 
awareness  and  commitment  in  the  mattei  ' 
Christian  schools  in  all  our  programming  t 
publications  as  is  appropriate  to  the  individ 
ministry  effort. 

Finally,  I  recommend  that  our  fellows  I 
renew  our  concerns  evident  last  year  tow;  I 
revival  in  our  fellowship  and  intensify  our  J 
forts  and  prayers  looking  toward  encouragi 
reports  for  next  year's  conference. 

May  God  bless  you  all. 
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Business  Sessions 


RST  SESSION,  Tuesday,  August  5,  1986 

loderator    John    Mayes    called    the    first 

iness  session  of  the  97th  Annual  Conference 

;he  National  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 

arches  to  order,  meeting  at  Winona  Lake,  In- 

na,  August  5-8,  1986. 

.  motion  passed  that  the  official  list  of 

mber  churches  of  the  NFGBC  consist  of 

se  churches  listed  on  pages  71-88  of  the  1986 

ice  Brethren  Annual. 

i  various  reports  to  the  conference  the 

mbership  Committee  reported  a  total  of  219 

listerial  delegates  and  349  lay  delegates  for 

,rst  day  total  of  568. 

hese  delegates  were  seated  by  vote  of  the 

ierence. 

lotion  carried  to  accept  the  following  new 

irches  into  the  NFGBC. 

3race  Brethren  Bible  Church  of  Staten 

Island,  NY 

3race  Brethren  Church  of  Greensburg, 

jreensburg,  PA 

)regon  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Oregon,  OH 

3race  Brethren  Church  of  Bradenton,  FL 

Tie  Western  Reserve  Grace  Brethren  Church 

if  Macedonia,  OH 

^ew  Beginning  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Palmer,  MA 

?irst  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Dallas/Ft. 

Worth,  TX 

Vorthwest  Chapel  Grace  Brethren  Church 

)f  Dublin,  OH 

Lancaster  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Lancaster,  OH 

lotion  passed  to  adopt  the  proposed  agenda 
printed  with  the  following  changes, 
tem  5  on  Wed.  to  after  Item  12  on  Tuesday, 
tem  8  on  Wed.  to  Thursday  as  Item  5. 

PROPOSED  AGENDA 

esday,  August  5,  1986,  11:30  a.m. 

st  Business  Session 
Call  to  order,  John  W.  Mayes,  Moderator 
Presentation  of  member  churches  in 
FGBC,  Kenneth  Koontz,  Conf.  Secretary 
Initial  report  of  the  Membership  Commit- 
tee, Charles  Thornton,  Chairman 
Seating  of  delegates  from  member 
churches 

Presentation    of   new    churches    to    be 
received  in  FGBC 

Additional  report  of  the  membership  Com- 
mittee, Charles  Thornton 
Seating   of  delegates   from   the   newly 
received  churches,  Membership  Com. 
Approval  of  new  districts 


9.  Presentation  of  the  proposed  agenda, 
Charles  Ashman,  Conference  Coordinator 

10.  Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee, 
Edwin  Cashman,  Chairman 

1 1 .  Election  of  Conference  Officers  for  1986-87 

12.  Election  of  the  Fellowship  Council 

13.  Report  of  the  Christian  Education  Board 
and  election  of  members  to  the  Board,  Raul 
Mutchler,  President 

14.  Report  of  Moderator's  Address  Committee, 
Russ  Ogden,  Chairman 

15.  Adjournment 

Wednesday,  August  6,  1986,  11:30  a.m. 

Second  Business  Session 

1.  Call  to  order,  John  W  Mayes,  Moderator 

2 .  Approval  of  the  minutes  of  the  first  session 

3.  Additional  report  of  the  Membership  Com- 
mittee, Charles  Thornton,  Chairman 

4.  Report  of  Elections  —  Conference  Officers 
&  Fellowship  Council 

5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism  and 
election  of  members  to  the  Board,  Ron 
Thompson,  Chairman 

6.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Ministerial 
Emergency  and  Retirement  Benefits  and 
election  of  members  to  the  Board,  W.  Carl 
Miller,  President 

7.  Unfinished  Business 

8.  Adjournment 

Thursday,  August  7,  1986,  11:30  a.m. 

Third  Business  Session 

1.  Call  to  order,  John  W  Mayes,  Moderator 

2.  Approval  of  the  minutes  of  the  second 
business  session 

3.  Additional  report  of  the  Membership  Com- 
mittee, Charles  Thornton,  Chm. 

4.  Report  of  the  appointment  of  committees 
by  the  Fellowship  Council 

5.  Special  Report  of  Retirement  Benefits 
Study  Committee,  Larry  Chamberlain, 
Chairman 

6.  Report  of  the  Conference  Statistician, 
Sherwood  Durkee 

7.  Report  of  the  Conference  Treasurer,  Larry 
Chamberlain 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
David  Miller,  Chairman 

9.  Report  of  the  Social  Concerns  Committee, 
Don  Shoemaker,  Chairman 
Report    of   the    Endorsing    Agent    on 
Chaplains'    Ministry,    Donald    Carter, 
endorsing  agent 
Unfinished  Business 
Adjournment 


10. 
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Friday,  August  8,  1986,  10:15  a.m. 

Fourth  Business  Session 

1.  Call  to  order,  John  W.  Mayes,  Moderator 

2.  Approval   of  the   minutes   of  the  third 
business  session 

3.  Additional  report  of  the  Membership  Com- 
mitee,  Charles  Thornton,  Chairman 

4.  Report  of  the  Auditing  and  Finance  Com- 
mittee, Fellowship  Council 

5.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pastorless 
Churches,  Howard  Mayes,  Chairman 

6.  Report  of  the  Fellowship  Council  —  Time, 
Place  and  Plans  for  Conference  in  1987 

7.  Additional  reports 

8.  Unfinished  Business 

9.  New  Business 

10.  Approval  of  minutes  of  the  fourth  business 
session 

11.  Installation  of  New  Officers 

12.  Adjournment  (sine  die) 

Motion   passed   to   place   these    names   in 
nomination  as  reported  by  the  nominating 
committee. 
Western  Area:       Don  Eshelman 

Larry  Smithwick 
Central  Area:        Wesley  Haller 
Howard  Mayes 
Eastern  Area:        Russell  Ogden 

Dean  Walter 
Moderator-Elect:    Dean  Fetterhoff 
Jerry  Young 
The  election  was  held. 

Motion  passed  that  the  following  appointments 
be  ratified  for  conference  86-87.  Ken  Koontz  — 
Sec.,  Larry  Chamberlain  —  Treasurer,  Sherwood 
Durkee  —  Statistician 

Report  of  the  C.E.  Dept.  was  given  by  Paul 
Mutchler. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GBC 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  BOARD 

Dear  Delegates: 

This  past  year  has  been  difficult  for  our  office. 
A  substantial  deficit  at  the  end  of  1985  curtailed 
much  of  our  activity  and  forced  us  to  make  deep 
budget  cuts.  Good  progress  has  been  made  this 
year  in  recovering  from  our  1985  loss,  but  we 
still  face  a  critical  financial  year  and  need  your 
prayers  and  help  like  never  before. 

In  the  midst  of  our  difficulties,  God  remains 
in  control  and  is  very  active  in  our  ministry. 

This  1985-86  conference  year  has  also  brought 
some  exciting  changes  and  progress  to  our  of- 
fice New  computer  hardware  and  software,  com- 
bined with  the  experience  of  our  new  bookkeeper, 
Lowell  Hudson,  has  improved  our  financial 
reporting  and  management.  Brad  Skiles  and 
Lowell    Hudson   meet   monthly   with   Lowell 


Owens,  CPA,  for  financial  consulting. 

Another  outside  consulting  firm  gave  us  so  I 
help  this  year  in  evaluating  our  overall  miss 
and  purpose,  publications  and  image  We  e 
have  a  much  crisper  focus  in  training  and 
couraging  church  leaders.  All  of  our  ministr 
have  been  thoroughly  evaluated  and  excess 
tivities  trimmed. 

A  major  step  in  helping  you  and  your  chu 
in  areas  of  Sunday  school  is  our  new  tie  w 
Scripture  Press  Publications.  I'm  pleased  to 
nounce  our  endorsement  of  Scripture  Press 
Grace  Brethren  Sunday  schools.  This  will  h 
our  office  specialize  in  one  curriculum,  instf 
of  trying  and  failing  to  be  "experts"  in  ev« 
curriculum.  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  mo 
we  want  to  make  in  strengthening  Sunt 
schools.  Our  board  is  considering  plans  for  a 
tional  growth  campaign  we  want  to  sponsor 
Sunday  schools.  More  later! 

GBC  Christian  Education  continues  to  be  u 
by  God  in  stimulating  young  people  toward  n 
sions.  This  summer  we  instituted  the  La 
American  Missions  Institute  (LAMI)  with 
people  participating.  It  was  a  fantastic  bef 
ning,  giving  participants  opportunities  to  j 
sonally  share  Christ  with  nationals. 

Our  Euro-Missions  Institute  has  now  c< 
pleted  its  fifth  year,  and  is  so  effective  that  Gr 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions  requires  most 
European  missionary  candidates  to  attend  E 
before  becoming  career  missionaries.  Twenty-] 
people  participated  in  EMI,  May  30-June  I 

An  equally  effective  program  is  the  TE 
(Training  in  Missionary  Endeavor)  progrt 
Over  twenty  young  adults  have  served  in  Afr 
France,  Germany,  and  at  the  Brethren  Nav 
Mission  during  this  conference  year. 

Our  conference  at  Ridgecrest,  North  Caroli 
has  become  a  major  training  emphasis  for 
Ridgecrest  '86  brought  close  to  100  pasti 
youth  pastors  and  wives  together  for  a  timi 
spiritual  refreshment  and  learning.  New  t< 
year  was  a  pastor's  track  which  will  again 
offered  and  expanded  in  1987.  We're  looking 
ward  to  a  great  week  again,  April  20-24,  IS 
Maybe  you  could  join  us  ...  or  send  your  pas 
.  .  .  youth  pastor  .  .  .  and  wife! 

I'm  excited,  too,  about  a  change  in  our  Timo 
Team  program.  Beginning  with  this  school  yj 
we're  unleashing  the  program  .  .  .  turning 
ministry  over  to  Grace  College  and  assist 
them  in  a  more  behind  the  scenes  way.  Wli 
CE  began  Timothy  Teams  in  1978,  it  fille; 
need  on  the  campus  of  training  students  in  yo| 
ministry  and  giving  them  practical  hands-on: 
perience  Through  the  years  Grace  has  develov 
their  own  ministry  teams  and  now  it  seems  v 
natural  and  of  God  to  let  Joe  Bishop,  Grace  ( 
lege  Chaplain,  and  his  staff  incorporate  TimOj 
Teams  into  a  Grace  ministry. 


lis  year  has  also  brought  a  new  direction  and 
j  in  Hmmm  (our  monthly  mailing  providing 
ful  ideas  for  pastors),  easier  to  read  and  more 
able  PSA  reports  (our  statistical  service  for 
•ches),  and  the  beginning  of  revisions  in  our 
l  Charis  program,  our  discipleship  program 
>lder  girls.  Sue  Rike  is  doing  a  great  job  in 
ing  the  SMM  program,  we  recently  pro- 
sd  her  to  a  "director"  position, 
lad  a  great  summer  leading  an  Operation 
labas  team.  Fifty-seven  teens  traveled  on 
e  two  ministry  teams  this  summer,  being 
s  and  daughters  of  encouragement"  to  Grace 
hren  Churches  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan 
Iowa.  This  continues  to  be  a  life-changing 
rience  for  many  of  the  participants, 
ease  join  our  staff  in  praying  for  next  week- 
;hren  National  Youth  Conference.  Over  1300 
h  and  counselors  will  be  challenged  to  "Go 
Dut"  for  God.  Please  pray  for  our  speakers 
od  guides  them  in  presenting  this  challenge, 
tank  you  for  how  you  support  our  ministry 
in  prayer  and  in  your  stewardship.  Together 
3  shaping  the  future  as  we  work  with  young 
lie,  challenging  them  to  give  their  lives  com- 
i\y  to  God. 

In  His  Work, 

Ed  Lewis 
Executive  Director 

GBC  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
BALANCE  SHEET 

Unaudited 
'or  the  year  ending  December  31,  1985 

ASSETS 
{RENT  ASSETS: 
ish 

Greneral  Checking $12,167 

BNYC  Checking 1,148 

Petty  Cash 370 

BIF  Savings 10,163 

Other  Cash  ...1,526 

Total  Cash    $25,374 

Accounts  Receivable   5,500 

Inventory .  36,053 

Total  Current  Assests    $66,927 

)PERTY  AND  EQUIPMENT: 

Land $10,000 

Building  less  Depreciation 80,000 

Capital  Improvements 

less  Depreciation 3,077 

Vehicles  less  Depreciation 19,213 

Office  Furniture  less  Depreciation  .  .  1,496 
Office  Equipment 

less  Depreciation .  18,295 

Total  Fixed  Assets    $132,081 
il  Assets  $199,008 


LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES 
CURRENT  LIABILITIES: 

Accounts  Payable $17,993 

Payroll  Tax  Liability 2,162 

Short  Term  Loan 4,275 

Line  of  Credit .  13,500 

Total  Current  Liabilities    $37,930 

RESTRICTED  FUNDS: 

Equipment  Offering  Funds (3,105) 

Ministry  Team  Funds 20,725 

Special  Offering  Funds 6,007 

Scholarship  Funds .  .7,199 

Total  Restricted  Funds  Balance    $30,826 

MORTGAGE  PAYABLE  61,277 

GENERAL  FUND  BALANCE .  68,975 

Total  Liabilities  and  Fund  Balances    $199,008 


GBC  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

STATEMENT  OF  ACTIVITY 

AND  FUND  BALANCE 

Unaudited 
For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1985 

SUPPORT  AND  REVENUE 

General $90,387 

Church  Ministries   39,155 

Youth  Ministries: 

Timothy  Teams 12,935 

SMM   29,474 

Operation  Barnabas 50,238 

General  Youth 291,417 

Student  Body 9,211 

TIME .  94,065 

Total  Support  and  Revenue    $616,882 

EXPENSES 

General $204,788 

Church  Ministries   29,702 

Youth  Ministries: 

Timothy  Teams 12,463 

SMM   32,611 

Operation  Barnabas 44,358 

General  Youth 251,839 

Student  Body 9,943 

TIME ..79,145 

Total  Expenses    $664,849 

EXCESS  OF  EXPENSES 
OVER  SUPPORT 

AND  REVENUE $  (47,967) 

FUND  BALANCE, 

beginning  of  year   111,461 

INVENTORY  ADJUSTMENT 

TO  FUND  BALANCE .  36,307 

FUND  BALANCE,  end  of  year  $99,801 
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Motion  carried  to  accept  the  report  of  the  C.E. 
Dept. 

Motion  carried  that  the  following  be  placed  in 
nomination:  Dave  Belcher,  Bud  Olszewski,  Mitch 
Picard,  Larry  Smithwick,  Dan  Travis. 

Motion  carried  to  close  the  nominations. 

Election  was  carried  out  for  the  C.E.  Dept. 

Report  of  the  Moderator's  Address  Committee 
was  made  by  Don  Byers. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
ON  THE  MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

We  commend  our  Moderator,  John  Mayes,  for 
his  guidance  in  the  selection  of  this  year's 
theme,  "We  Have  the  Mind  of  Christ,"  and  in 
planning  the  program  of  the  conference.  We 
believe  the  emphasis  is  timely  in  relation  to  the 
current  state  of  our  fellowship. 

We  share  with  our  moderator  his  concern  for 
the  declining  vitality  of  our  churches  as  in- 
dicated in  our  1985  statistical  report.  We  la- 
ment with  him  the  loss  of  members,  leaders, 
and  churches  from  our  national  fellowship. 

We  affirm  with  our  moderator  the  need  for 
revival  of  a  deep  and  enduring  quality  in  our 
fellowship.  We  confess  that  much  of  the  think- 
ing of  this  world  has  invaded  the  church,  com- 
promising our  commitment  to  holiness  and 
weakening  our  power  to  confront  the  world  with 
the  life-changing  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  agree  that  basic  re-education  is  needed  in 
the  principles  of  scriptural  truth  and  holy  liv- 
ing. We  encourage  our  churches  to  pursue  this 
goal  through  preaching  and  teaching  planned 
with  this  end  in  view,  as  well  as  through 
developing  Christian  schools  that  integrate  all 
learning  with  a  biblical  world  view. 

We  further  recognize  that  any  such  re- 
education will  be  fruitless  apart  from  the 
dynamic  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  an  utter 
dependency  upon  Him,  as  evidenced  by  the  con- 
tinued prayerful  submission  of  each  of  our  lives 
before  God. 

We  move  the  adoption  of  the  following  recom- 
mendations of  our  moderator,  and  urge  their 
prompt  implementation. 

1.  That  every  member  and  organization  of  the 
FGBC  study,  with  a  view  to  change,  the  biblical 
philosophy  of  life  in  contrast  to  the  secular 
philosophy  of  our  age. 

2.  That  every  member  of  the  FGBC  examine 
his  personal  life  in  relation  to  the  theme  of  our 
conference,  and  make  it  his  goal  to  appropriate 
to  himself  the  mind  of  Christ. 

3.  That  the  need  for  a  deep  and  lasting  revival 
of  spiritual  life  be  emphasized  from  the  pulpits 
of  our  churches. 

4.  That  we  expand  our  social  concerns  to  con- 
front issues  of  our  day,  clarifying  biblical  posi- 
tions on  moral  issues,  and  ministering  to  the 
needs  of  the  deprived  and  disadvantaged. 


5.  That  we  increase  the  level  of  our  com  t.: 
ment  to  Christian  schools,  establishing  nt;, 
schools  in  our  church  education  facilities  a  b 
are  able,  as  alternatives  to  the  secular  sc  J 
systems  of  the  state  governments. 

6.  That  we  renew  our  dedication  to  Jtj 
Christ  for  planting  and  building  G:E 
Brethren  Churches  at  home  and  in  other  - 
tions,  praying  for  and  anticipating  real  grc  j 
in  our  fellowship  as  a  cause  for  rejoicing  in  i 
national  conference  next  year. 

7.  That  we  make  every  effort  to  increase  j 
intensity  of  prayer  within  our  fellows  | 
recognizing  its  critical  role  in  understani ,; 
and  submitting  to  the  mind  of  Christ. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Russ  Ogden,  Chm. 
Don  Byers 

Motion  carried  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  <  if 
mittee  on  Moderator's  Address. 
Motion  carried  to  adjourn. 


SECOND  SESSION,  August  6,  1986 

Moderator  John  Mayes  called  the  sessio  I 
order. 

Motion  passed  that  we  approve  the  min  'i 
as  printed  with  the  change  to  Fellowship 


GBC  churches  instead  of  National  Fellow; 
GBC. 

Motion  carried  to  set  aside  the  rules  an 
receive  into  membership  the  Carolina  G: 
Brethren  Church  of  Columbia,  S.C.  contin; 
on  the  review  of  the  Fellowship  Council. 
The  membership  committee  presented  a 
tional  reports  bringing  the  total  numbef 
delegates  for  the  2nd  business  session  to 
ministerial  and  413  lay  for  a  total  of  701 
The  Moderator  recognized  all  of  the  br 
new  churches  by  having  their  Pastor  stai 
The  Secretary  read  the  results  of  the  fol 
ing  elections: 
Fellowship  Council: 

Western  Area  -  Don  Eshelman 
Central  Area  -  Howard  Mayes 
Eastern  Area  -  Russell  Ogden 
Moderator  -  Elect: 

Dean  Fetterhoff 
GBC  Christian  Ed.: 

Dave  Belcher 
Bud  Olszewski 
Mitch  Picard 
Report  of  the  board  of  Evangelism  was  gi 
by  Ron  Thompson 

BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM  Rl 

Dear  Friends  of  Our  Fellowship, 

It  is  sometimes  with  lumps  in  our  throats 
unanswered  questions  in  our  minds,  thai 


1  the  providential  words  of  Romans  8:28: 
.  we  know  that  all  that  happens  to  us  is 
dng  for  our  good  if  we  love  God  and  are  fit- 
into  his  plans"  (Living  Bible).  Just  a  year 
at  Estes  Park,  our  Executive  Director,  Ron 
xd,  reported  the  blessings  of  God  to  the  con- 
nce.  Though  he  was  ill,  he  managed  to  at- 
l  some  of  the  sessions.  Plans  were  being 
lized  for  Phase  II  of  DEO-80's,  involving 
ling  seminars  especially  for  lay  people.  But 
continued  deterioration  of  Ron's  health 
le  it  impossible  for  him  to  travel  and  fulfill 
ammitments.  The  battle  with  cancer  came 
n  end  on  January  8,  1986,  when  the  Lord 
noted  him  to  Heaven, 
ir  executive  officers  met  in  May  to  consider 
iiture  direction  of  our  ministry.  Our  Board 
also  be  in  session  during  this  conference 
t.  We  want  to  continue  to  have  an  effective 
worthwhile  ministry  to  the  churches  of  our 
wship.  Your  helpful  suggestions  are  always 
:omed.  All  gifts  should  be  sent  to  our 
lar  address  at  Winona  Lake.  All  cor- 
ondence  should  be  addressed  to: 
E.  Thompson 
Box  7649 
tioke,  VA  24019 
le:  (703)  563-9944 


Since  we  received  no  nominees  for  the  Collitt 
Memorial  Fund  gift  this  year,  there  will  be  no 
recipient.  But  we  encourage  you  to  write  our 
Board  for  a  list  of  guidelines  for  future 
nominees  so  that  we  can  continue  to  honor 
those  who  demonstrate  Dr.  Collitt's  fervor  and 
spirit  of  evangelism.  The  deadline  for  receiv- 
ing nominees  is  January  15. 

We  praise  God  for  the  souls  saved  and  the 
churches  that  were  challenged  during  the  brief 
ministry  Ron  Picard  had  with  us.  On  behalf  of 
LaDona  and  the  children,  we  express  grateful 
appreciation  to  the  members  of  our  fellowship 
for  their  prayers,  gifts,  and  kind  expressions  of 
sympathy.  For  those  churches  and  individuals 
desiring  to  assist  the  Picards  in  a  financial  way, 
a  memorial  education  fund  has  been  estab- 
lished at  BIF  for  the  future  needs  of  the 
children. 

Brethren,  as  we  continue  to  stand  on  the  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promises  of  our 
Lord,  we  ask  your  continued  support  of  the 
ministry  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism,  both  with 
your  prayers,  suggestions,  and  gifts. 
In  His  Great  Faithfulness, 
Ron  E.  Thompson,  President 


GRACE  BRETHREN  BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM 

Audit  Report 
Fiscal  Year  January  1,  1985  to  December  31,  1985 


CASH  SUMMARY 

Bal.  1-1-85 

Receipts 

Disbursements 

12-31-85 

king  Account 

$744.88 

52,276.24 

52,876.89 

144.23 

tigs  Account 

2,834.00 

142.40 

1500.00 

1,476.40 

3,578.88 

52,418.64 

54,376.89 

1,620.63 

INCOME  AND  EXPENSE  STATEMENT 


Gifts  from  Churches  -  General 31,385.79 

Gifts  from  Churches  -  Picard 13,149.63 

Gifts  from  Individuals  -  General 1,278.32 

Gifts  from  Individuals  -  Picard 4,375.00 

Receipts  from  seminars 292.50 

Michigan  District 250.00 

San  Diego  Church 45.00 

Transfer  from  savings  account 1,500.00 

Total  receipts  general  fund 

rises: 

Director's  salary 27,692.65* 

Director's  secretary  wages   4,758.00 

Director's  insurance 2,026.00 

Director's  travel  and  housing 8,371.28 

Director's  miscellaneous 248.24 

Telephone 1,993.12 

DEO  80's 2,171.34 

Office  supplies 540.93 

Advertising 29.75 
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2,087.50 
.52_2.76.24 


Legal,  professional  fees 199.80 

Board  Meeting  expense 2,611.48 

Collett  Memorial 1,000.00 

Printing   310.80 

Office  wages 360.00 

F.I.C.A.  expenses   293.28 

Postage 223.47 

Miscellaneous  expense    46.75 

Total  expense  general  fund  52,876.89 

Income  over  expenses  ($600,651 

*  From  General  Fund 9,230.88 

From  Picard  support 18,461.77 

27,692.65 

GRACE  BRETHREN  BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM 

Audit  Report 
Fiscal  Year  January  1,  1985  -  December  31,  1985 

INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT 
(B.I.F.) 

Balance  January  1,  1985   $2,834.00 

Interest  Earned 142.44  2,976.40 

Transferred  to  general  fund 1,500.00 


Balance  Dec.  31,  1985 $1,476.40 

Reconciliation  of  Bank  Account 

Balance  per  December  31  statement $1,989.12 

Less:  Checks  Outstanding: 

3285 8.89 

3328 185.90 

3329 384.62 

3330 769.24 

3331 300.96 

3332 195.28 1.884.89 


Adjusted  Bank  Balance  12-31-1985 $144.23 

I  have  gone  over  the  books  of  the  Grace  Brethren  and  accounts  payable  were  disclosed  this  is  not  t 

Board  of  Evangelism  for  the  fiscal  year  of  January  taken  as  the  true  financial  position  of  the  boarij 

1— December  31,  1985  and  herein  present  my  report  that  date.  I  do  believe  that  it  does  correctly  preti 

which  is  the  result  of  the  investigation.  This  report  the  results  of  the  operations  and  the  correct  ami) 

is  basically  a  compilation  of  income  and  expense  items  of  cash  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.   \\ 
for  the  year.  Since  no  other  assets  than  cash  in  the  Blaine  Sn  I 

banks  and  no  liabilities  at  all,  such  as  accrued  wages 


GRACE  BRETHREN  BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM 

Audit  Report 

Fiscal  Year  January  1,  1985  -  December  31,  1985 

BALANCE  SHEET 

December  31,  1985 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Lake  City  Bank 144.23 

Investment  Funds   1,476.40 

Total  Assets 1,620.63 


LIABILITIES 


Surplus 


No  items  such  as  depreciable  assets,  remaining  petty  cash 

funds,  accrued  wages,  unpaid  bills  were  revealed  to  me. 

Blaine  Snyder 


BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM 
RECEIPTS  BY  DISTRICTS 

January  1  —  December  31,  1985 

ka $           -0- 

jheny 2,256.82 

da 1,742.47 

aii -0- 

ina 1,400.25 

-Midlands 22.00 

dgan 1,347.50 

Atlantic 4,254.84 

ntain-Plains   70.00 

3al -0- 

hcentral  Ohio 2,721.38 

heastern  Ohio 6,833.59 

h  Atlantic 6,939.42 

Invest 1,134.24 

tiern 976.86 

liern  CaliforniaArizona 2,763.81 

hern  Ohio 5,666.50 

hwest -0- 

inia 2,990.47 

era  Pennsylvania 3,415.27 

Church  Receipts 44,535.42 

iduals 5,415.32 

sllaneous 601.50 

$50,552.24 

est 142.40 

ij  Receipts  1-1-85  to  12-31-85  .  .  .    $50,694.64 

tion  carried  to  accept  this  report. 

tion  carried  to  place  into  nomination  for  the 

1  of  Evangelism  the  following:  Bill  Keller- 
Don  Kendall,  Keith  Altig,  Don  Rough 

tion  carried  that  nominations  cease  and 
be  declared  elected. 

jort  of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Emergen- 

d  Retirement  Benefits  was  given  by  Carl 

r  and  Clair  Brickel. 

REPORT  OF  THE 
RD  OF  MINISTERIAL  EMERGENCY 
ND  RETIREMENT  BENEFITS  OF 

THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF 
£E  BRETHREN  CHURCHES  -  1986 

3  "Statement  of  Financial  Condition"  in  the 
;ate  packets  is  a  part  of  this  report  and  will 
•esented  now  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 
is  board,  a  creature  of  this  conference,  is  now 
ng  22  retired  pastors  and  16  widows  who 
aceiving  a  total  of  around  $2900  per  month 
individual  checks  ranging  from  $50  to 

is  past  year,  income  has  continued  to  decline 
l  expenditures  have  increased  with  one 
retiree  receiving  monthly  payments, 
the  present  rate  of  expenditures  we  project 
the  retirement  and  emergency  funds  will 
tally  depleted  by  the  end  of  1986  with  no 


funds  left  to  pay  the  monthly  retirement  checks. 
Our  board  unanimously  and  enthusiastically 
supports  the  recommendations  of  the  Retirement 
Plan  Study  Committee  including  the  necessary 
dissolution  of  this  board  in  favor  of  the  new  com- 
mittee suggested  by  it.  This  board  will  need  to 
continue  intact  until  such  time  as  the  new  com- 
mittee is  able  to  assume  the  necessary  respon- 
sibilities now  performed  by  this  board. 

We  believe  that  as  a  fellowship  we  have  a 
moral  and  spiritual  obligation  to  those  pastors 
and  widows  currently  receiving  monthly  retire- 
ment payments  from  this  board,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  will  be  retiring  within  the  next  ten 
years. 
The  officers  at  present  are: 
President:  Carl  Miller 
Vice  President:  Robert  Moeller 
Secretary-Treasurer:  Clair  Brickel 
Asst.  Secretary-Treasurer:  Kenneth  Koontz 
Please  send  all  gifts  and  requests  for  informa- 
tion to  Rev.  Clair  Brickel,  14319  Brookville- 
Pyrmont  Rd.,  Brookville,  OH  45309. 


The  board  wishes  to  place  in  nomination  by 
means  of  a  ballot  the  following  for  a  three-year 
term  (one  to  fill  the  lay  position  and  two  to  fill 
the  ministerial  positions): 

Lay:  'Frank  Poland 

Ministerial:  'Clair  Brickel  'Bill  Byers 

'Incumbent 

AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Board  of  Ministerial  Emergency  and  Retire- 
ment Benefits  of  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches 

We  have  examined  the  statement  of  assets  and 
liabilities  arising  from  cash  transactions  of  The 
Board  of  Ministerial  Emergency  and  Retirement 
Benefits  of  the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  as  of  December  31,  1985,  and  the 
related  statement  of  revenue  collected  and  ex- 
penses paid  for  the  year  then  ended.  Our  ex- 
amination was  made  in  accordance  with  general- 
ly accepted  auditing  standards  and,  according- 
ly, included  such  tests  of  the  accounting  records 
and  such  other  auditing  procedures  as  we  con- 
sidered necessary  in  the  circumstances. 

In  our  opinion,  the  financial  statements  re- 
ferred to  above  present  fairly  the  assets  and 
liabilities  arising  from  cash  transactions  of  The 
Board  of  Ministerial  Emergency  and  Retirement 
Benefits  of  the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches  as  of  December  31,  1985  and  the 
revenue  collected  and  expenses  paid  during  the 
year  then  ended,  on  the  basis  of  accounting  noted 
on  the  statements,  which  basis  has  been  applied 
in  a  manner  consistent  with  that  of  the 
preceding  year. 

J.  Marion  Hoffman 


BOARD  OF  MINISTERIAL  EMERGENCY  AND  RETIREMENT  BENEFITS 
OF  THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 

BALANCE  SHEET  DECEMBER  31,  1985 

ASSETS 

CURRENT  ASSETS 

Brookville  National  Bank,  checking  account   2,768.09 

Brethren  Investment  Foundation,  savings  account 183.41       2,951.50 

[ 
INVESTMENTS 
Edward  D.  Jones  and  Company: 

Money  market,  Daily  Passport  Cash  Trust 664.00 

CD.,  First  Federal  Savings  &  Loan,  Michigan 26,041.00       26,705.00 

Jackson  National  Life  Insurance  Company: 

Annuity  Policy 13,503.38 

Annuity  Policy 11,924.75       25,428.13 

First  United  Life  Insurance  Company: 

Annuity  Policy 14,550.07 

Annuity  Policy 10,822.09       25,372.16       77.505.2E  ; 

Total  assets 80,456.76 

LIABILITIES 

FUND  EQUITY 

Retirement  fund,  see  statement  of  receipts  and 

disbursements   (4,239.74 

Emergency  fund,  see  statement  of  receipts  and 

disbursements 15.850.0C 

Ministers  accounts,  see  statement  of  receipts  and 

disbursements 68,846.5 1 


Total  liabilities 80,456.7£ 

Note:  This  statement  was  prepared  on  the  cash  basis  of  accounting. 


BOARD  OF  MINISTERIAL  EMERGENCY  AND  RETIREMENT  BENEFITS 
OF  THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 

STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  1985 


Retirement 

Emergency 

Ministers 

Fund 

Fund 

Fund 

5,278.07 

15,850.00 

61,594.62 

19,782.14 

478.00 

5,101.41 

174.25 

67.00 

11.69 

3,506.14 

5,062.74 

Totif 

Fund  Balances  January  1,  1985 ...  .  5,278.07  15,850.00         61,594.62      82,72s]| 

Cash  Receipts 

Church  contributions 

Miscellaneous  contributions 

Ministers  1% 

Interest  on  Now  Account  .  .  . 

Annuities 

GBIF,  savings 

Interest  on  investments  .... 


Total  receipts 24,019.22  10,164.15      34,18! 
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i  Disbursements 

nefits  to  retirees 33,468.84 

■norarium 444.00 

;retarial 396.00 

jmotion  326.32 

ace  in  Annual 29.75 

rly  withdrawal  penalty 63.16 

stage 168.00 

flee  Supplies   59.68 

ite  of  Indiana  10.00 

nference  expense 45.10 

scellaneous  expense 68.42 

thdrawal 

Total  disbursements 35,079.27 

nee 

justment  of 

:inisters  Fund  balance (379.24) 

msfer  from  Ministers  to 

atirement  Program 1,921.48 

1  Balances  December  31,  1985   .  (4,239.74) 


1,370.00 


1,370.00      36,449.27 

(5,781.98)         15,850.00         70,388.77      80,456.79 


379.24 
(1,921.48) 


15,850.00 


68,846.53      80,456.79 


Note:  This  statement  was  prepared  on  the  cash  basis  of  accounting. 


ition  carried  to  accept  the  report. 

>tion  carried  to  place  into  nomination  for 

board  the  following: 

'rank  Poland 

Hair  Brickel 

iobert  Moeller 

ition  carried  to  close  the  nominations  and 

iclare  these  elected. 

port    of  the   conference    statistician   by 

wood  Durkee. 

ition  to  accept  this  report  was  tabled  until 

allowing  business  session  in  order  to  allow 

statistician  to  present  clarification. 

port  of  the  conference  treasurer  by  Larry 

nberlain. 


FELLOWSHIP  OF  GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 

CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
OR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1986 

ining  Balances,  July  1,  1985: 

:king  Account- 

Mational  Bank    $    733.49 

ngs  Account-GBIF  ...  28,605.26        $29,338.75 

lues: 

lential  Fees   37,199.00 

f.  Exp.  Offering 1,503.05 

rest  on  Savings  Account  2,185.57 

;r   220.13           41,107.75 

AVAILABLE  FOR  USE  70.446.50 


Expenditures: 

Facilities  Use 

5,227.00 

Child  Care 

150.00 

6,253.97 

Printing  and  Promotion .... 

Conference  Music 

1,943.48 

Travel  and  Speaker 

Honoraria 

5^26.50 

Officers  and  Committees 

Honoraria  and  Expense  .  .  . 

7,640,88 

Special  Committees: 

153.65 

Retirement  Plan 

6,766,91 

Secretarial  Assistance 

546.59 

Grace  Brethren  Annual .... 

10,506.49 

Incorporation  Papers 

794.23 

Other    

303.50 

45,513.20 

Ending  Bad.,  June  30,  1986: 

Checking  Account- 

First  National  Bank    

2,642.47 

Savings  Account-GBIF 

22,290.83 
Respectfu 

$24,933.30 

ly  submitted, 

Larry  N. 

Chamberlain 
Treasurer 

Motion  carried  to  receive  this  report. 
Motion  carried  to  adjourn. 
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Third  Business  Session,  August  7,  1986 

Moderator  John  Mayes  called  this  session  to 
order. 

The  membership  committee  presented  addi- 
tional reports  bringing  the  total  of  delegates  for 
the  3rd  business  session  to  290  ministerial  and 
416  lay  for  a  total  of  706. 

Motion  passed  to  approve  the  minutes  as 
printed. 

Motion  carried  to  remove  the  statisticians 
report  from  the  table. 


FGBC  STATISTICAL  REPORT  1985 

PROFESSIONS  OF  FAITH  1985 

Regular  Services 1,726 

Other 2,687 

TOTALS 4,413 

Total  Baptisms   2,822 

MEETINGS:  AVERAGE  ATTENDANCES 

Sunday  Morrung  Service   ....  39,497 

Sunday  School 31,844 

Sunday  Evening  Services  ....  19,615 

Midweek  Services 14,444 

Communion  Services   20,902 

MEMBERSHIP 

Total  Last  Year 41,639 

Total  Added  This  Year 3,162 

Total  Lost  This  Year 3,034 

Net  Gain  or  (Loss) 128 

Total  Membership 

at  End  of  This  Year  41.767 

Trine-Immersed  Members  ....  37,453a 

AUXILIARY  ORGANIZATIONS 


INCOME 

Total  Gift  Receipts 

for  the  Year   

Total  Non-Gift  receipts 

for  the  year 

Grand  Total  of  All  Income  .  . 

EXPENDITURES 

Brethren  Foreign  Missions  .  . 
Brethren  Home  Missions  .  .  . 

Grace  Schools   

District  Missions 

GBC  of  Christian  Education 

Board  of  Evangelism 

Brethren  Missionary  Herald 
All  Other 

Grace  Brethren  Ministries . 
All  Non-Brethren  Ministries 

TOTAL 


3.198,092 
32,511.024 


1984 
1,923 

3,445 

5,368 
2,771 


42,531 
32,749 
19,631 

15,107 
20,938 


42,118 
3,430 
3,815 
(385) 

41,733 
35,541 


Vacation  Bible  School 

17,764 

17,069 

Women's  Organizations 

4,236 

3,898 

Men's  Organizations 

2,023 

1,361 

Coed  Youth  Minstries 

4,580 

4,947 

Girls'  Ministries 

3,035 

b 

Bovs'  Ministries 

2,161 

b 

Other 

2,178 

3,460,840 
40,947,573 


All  Pastoral  Staff  Salaries  .  .  .  8,807,059  7,501  (j 

All  Other  Local  Expenditures  16,344,804  18,801  E 

TOTAL 25,151,863  26,311 8 

Auxiliary  Organizations 1,518,843  74!  P 


GRAND  TOTAL 
OF  ALL  EXPENDITURES  . 


34.570.477       40,005,! 


2.039,364 

2.024.065 

Sou 

811,870 

900,072 

Vir 

303,294 

550,839 

213,246 

229,448 

95,121 

123,333 

39,370 

42,038 

33,467 

46,623c 

a  - 

511,093 

345,985 

b  - 

971,596 

956,834 

d- 

7,899,77  Id 

5,143,430 

e  - 

CHRISTIAN  DAY  SCHOOLS 

Number  of  Churches 

Operating  Schools 38 

Total  Enrollment 6,596 

Total  Income 10,186,713d 

Fac  ulty  Adm  in  istrati  ve 

Expense   6,560,977d 

Other  Expenses 2,163,915d 

TOTAL  EXPENSES  .  .  9,626,374d            7 
Number  of  Churches  Reporting 

District  1985 

Allegheny   17 

Arctic 7 

Florida  Suncoast 5 

Florida  East  Central ...  „  6 

South  Florida 6 

Hawaii 3 

Indiana   20 

Iowa  Midlands 13 

Michigan 6 

Mid-Atlantic 1-1 

Mountain -Plains 7 

North-Cal 8 

North  Central  Ohio    30 

Northeastern  Ohio 14 

NorthAtlantic 30 

Northwest 13 

Southern 7 

Southern  Cal  &  Arizona 35 

Southern  Ohio 22 

Southwest   3 

Virginia 16 

Western  Pennsylvania 19 

TOTAL 301 

Number  of  Churches  Not  Reporting 
District  1985 

Arctic 

South  Florida 1 

Hawaii 1 

Indiana   

Iowa-Midlands 1 

Mid-Atlantic 

North  Atlantic 

North-Cal 

North  Central  Ohio    

Southern  Cal  &  Arizona 5 

Southern  Ohio 

west    3 

na 

TOTAL 11 

TOTAL  CHURCHES ,  -  312 

-  Not  all  churches  reported  this  item. 

-  Included  in  youth  ministries. 

-  Includes  purchases  &  subscriptions. 
•  Some  churches  reported  only  total. 

-  Only  one  district  in  Florida  in  1984. 


•jG.RC.  Statistical  Report  -  1985  Year 

do  hereby  verify  the  accuracy  of  the  statistical 
}rt  as  to  the  total  information  received  and 
ulated  from  the  member  church's  reports, 
fe  did  receive  several  favorable  comments  dur- 

the  year  which  commended  the  Board  of 
;ctors  of  the  Fellowship  Council  for  their  new 
reviated  (short  form)  form  of  the  annual 
istical  report. 

ecause  of  the  changes  in  the  "new"  statistical 
)rt  the  comparison  of  this  present  report  and 

previous  year's  report  is  not  an  easy  men- 
exercise.  If  the  report  stays  in  the  present 
n  the  next  year's  report  will  be  of  greater 
iparative  value. 

new  section  of  the  report  was  designated  to 

information  regarding  the  Christian  Day 
ools.  This  is  an  expansion  of  the  single  line 
)rt  of  the  previous  year. 
Dmmend  the  churches  for  their  response  but 
i  them  to  meet  the  deadlines  of  reporting. 
Sherwood  V.  Durkee 
National  Statistician 

lerwood    Durkee    updated    the    report    as 
iws:  1726  instead  of  2566  for  professions  of 
~i  under  1985  regular  service, 
otion  carried  to  accept  the  report. 
;port  of  the  appointment  of  committees  by 
Fellowship  Council  by  Charles  Ashman. 


F.G.B.C.  COUNCIL 
APPOINTMENTS  FOR  1986-87 

iference  Coordinator— Charles  Ashman 

iplaincy  Endorsing  Agent— 

haplain  Donald  Carter 

sic  Director— Paul  Mutchler 

torless  Churches/ 

vailable  Men  Coordinator— Howard  Mayes 

nbership  Committee 
reg  Howell  (87),  Chm. 
3ger  Krynock  (87) 
inton  McDonald  (88) 
)hn  Gregory  (88) 
reg  Ryerson  (89) 
en  Brown  (89) 

liamentary  Committee 
alen  Wiley  (87),  Chm. 
alen  Lingenfelter  (88) 
ave  Plaster  (89) 

olutions  Committee 
ill  Snell  (87),  Chm. 
ean  Risser  (88) 
ick  May  hue  (89) 


Social  Concerns  Committee  (1990  terminus) 
Don  Shoemaker,  Chm 
John  Teevan 
Russ  Ogden 
Jeff  Guimont 
Louis  Amundson 

THE  FGBC  FELLOWSHIP  COUNCIL,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Bylaws,  will  hold  a  mid-year 
meeting  January  12-15,  1987  at  a  place  yet  to 
be  determined.  Feel  free  to  address  your  sugges- 
tions and  concerns  to  the  Council  through  the 
Moderator  for  next  year,  Tom  Julien  or  the  Coor- 
dinator, Charles  Ashman.  The  address  is  P.O. 
Box  386,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 

The  ballot  for  the  Nominating  committee  was 
presented. 

Since  there  were  no  nominations  from  the  floor 
the  nominations  were  closed  and  the  election 
was  carried  out. 

Report  of  the  Retirement  Benefits  study  com- 
mittee was  given  by  Larry  Chamberlain. 

REPORT  TO  THE  DELEGATES 

FROM  RETIREMENT  PLAN 

STUDY  COMMITTEE 

Larry  N.  Chamberlain,  Chairman 

Elliott  (Tex)  Hudson 

Dewey  Melton 

Carl  Miller 

Don  Shoemaker 

Morgan  Burgess,  Consultant 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Moderator.  You  have  the  writ- 
ten report  in  front  of  you.  What  I  would  like  to 
do  is  read  the  report  for  you,  to  move  it  onto 
the  floor,  requesting  a  second.  Then  I  will 
clarify  and  explain  the  report  with  supportive 
remarks  and  would  ask  that  the  text  of  my  sup- 
porting remarks  also  be  included  in  the 
minutes  of  this  session.  They  will  be  prepared 
for  tomorrow's  distribution  for  the  delegates. 
I  will  then  allow  for  an  opportunity  for  our  com- 
mittee members  to  speak  to  the  issue  and  add 
their  remarks  and  comments.  Then  the 
Moderator  will  open  the  floor  for  questions  for 
those  who  wish  to  speak  in  favor  of  as  well  as 
against  the  motion.  Let's  begin  with  the  report. 

Following  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Ministerial  Emergency  and  Retirement 
Benefits  during  last  year's  conference  of  the 
FGBC,  the  following  motion  was  seconded  and 
passed  by  the  delegates: 

a.  That  a  1  year  study  committee  be  appointed  by 
the  Fellowship  Council  to  do  a  comprehensive 
analysis  of  the  retirement  program  for  ministers 
in  the  FGBC. 

b.  That  this  committee  include  the  chairman  of 
the  present  Board  of  Ministerial  and  Retirement 
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Benefits  and  other  members  with  expertise  in 
retirement  plans  and  financial  planning,  in  addi- 
tion to  any  other  ministers  the  Fellowship  Coun- 
cil desires  to  include. 

c.  That  the  goal  of  this  committee  be  to  develop 
a  retirement  program  suitable  to  the  structure  of 
our  fellowship  and  reasonably  comparable  to  well- 
operating  plans  in  other  denominations  and 
similar  professions. 

d .  That  the  committee  make  a  final  report  to  the 
1986  conference,  along  with  recommendations. 

e.  That  up  to  $5,000  be  appropriated  from  Con- 
ference funds  to  underwrite  the  expense  of  the 
committee. 

The  membership  of  the  study  committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Fellowship  Council  that  week 
and  we  are  pleased,  following  our  year  of  study, 
to  report  our  findings  and  our 
recommendations. 

The  study  committee  met  three  times  during 
the  year.  The  first  session  was  spent  reviewing 
the  results  of  an  extensive  ministerial  survey, 
which  was  conducted  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing statistical  data,  opinions,  and  observations 
of  those  ministers  now  serving  in  our  churches. 
A  survey  of  12  church  plans  was  received  by  the 
committee,  as  well  as  a  survey  prepared  by 
Christian  Ministries  Management  Association. 
Also  in  our  first  session,  the  committee 
reviewed  the  present  ministerial  plan  and 
several  alternative  options  in  terms  of  qualified 
plans  existing  in  today's  marketplace.  During 
its  second  session,  the  committee  assessed  the 
liabilities  and  assets  of  the  present  plan,  as  well 
as  reviewing  various  funding  scenarios  of 
meeting  the  plan's  present  liabilities.  We  also 
discussed  in  more  detail  the  most  viable  alter- 
native plans  available  and  the  ways  in  which 
a  new  plan  could  be  most  effectively  marketed 
within  the  FGBC.  Our  third  meeting  was  for 
the  purpose  of  reviewing  our  findings  with  the 
present  Board  of  Ministerial  Emergency  and 
Retirement  Benefits,  securing  their  helpful  ad- 
vice and  endorsement  on  our  proposed 
recommendations. 

The  various  elements  and  considerations  of 
our  study  will  be  enumerated  in  our  oral  report 
on  the  conference  floor,  but  the  following  is  the 
set  of  recommendations  from  the  committee: 

1)  We  recommend  the  dissolution  of  the  present 
Board  of  Ministerial  Emergency  and  Retirement 
Benefits,  with  a  marketing  program  of  funding 
benefits  of  its  presently  active  participants,  with 
the  greatest  consideration  given  those  who  are 
receiving  current  retirement  benefits.  The  1% 
funds  and  years  of  credited  service  are  to  be  frozen 
as  of  January  1,  1986,  in  terms  of  additional  con- 
tributions and  interest  accruals. 

2)  We  recommend  the  authorization  of  the 
Fellowship  Council  to  approve  and  execute  a  con- 
tract with  a  nationally  recognized  leader  in  the 
pension  industry  for  a  group  retirement  plan  for 
the  ministers  of  the  FGBC  and  employees  of  its 


creatures  of  conference.  This  plan  would  i 
available  on  a  voluntary  basis  and  structure  |; 
a  Defined  Contribution  Money  Purchase  Pi 
Further,  that  the  Fellowship  Council 
authorized  to  execute  a  group  contract  for  th<  t' 
fering  of  TDA/TDI  (403-B)  plans  for  the  F(£ 
ministers  and  employees  of  its  creatures  i 
conference. 

3)  We  recommend  the  formation  of  a  commi  ij 
of  conference  to  oversee: 

a)  the  dissolution  of  the  present  board,  inclu<  i 
the  funding  of  its  liabilities,  and 

b)  the  implementation  and  marketing  of  t 
Defined  Contribution  plan  among  the  churc  £ 
of  the  FGBC.  This  committee  would  repor  t 
and  operate  within  a  budget  established  by 
Fellowship  Council. 

Although  simply  stated,  the  above  recomjr 
dations  represent  extensive  research  and  c 
sideration  by  the  study  committee.  Very  If 
ground  was  left  uncovered  in  our  deliberate 
and  all  viable  options  were  considered  in  det 
We  completed  our  exhaustive  study  of  the  j 
sent  retirement  program,  conducted  an  ext 
sive  survey  of  our  ministerium,  and  develo] 
a  retirement  program  for  your  considerat 
which  is  suitable  to  the  structure  of  <]| 
fellowship  and  reasonably  comparable  to  w 
operating  plans  in  other  denominations  i 
similar  professions. 

Of  utmost  importance  is  the  involvement ; 
endorsement  of  our  individual  churches  as 
seek  to  underwrite  this  important  benefit 
our  well-deserving  ministerium.  Many  are  i 
fering  today  because  of  our  former  neglect, 
dare  not  ignore  any  longer  our  obligations :  I 
this  area  of  responsibility. 

Respectfully  submitt 

Larry  N.  Chamberlain,  chairn 


RETIREMENT  REPORT 
TO  CONFERENCE  FLOOR 

Mr.  Moderator,  in  order  to  put  these  recr 
mendations  on  the  floor  I  move  the  adoption* 
these  recommendations. 

(Moderator)  Thank  you,  we  need  a  second. 
right .  we  have  our  second,  would  you  like.it 
have  some  discussion? 

Please  allow  me  to  support  these  recommit 
dations  with  some  additional  comments  si 
clarification.  In  addition  to  the  surveys  we  c I 
ducted,  the  surveys  that  we  examined,  we  a\ 
were  represented  at  the  Church  Pensions  Ot 
ference  December  5  and  6  in  Indianapolis.  Ti 
conference  is  an  annual  event  and  is  attenc, 
by  36  denominational  and  fellowship  type  p 
sion  funds.  These  36  plans  represent  10  bill 
dollars  in  pension  fund  assets,  282,000  pi" 
ticipants,  and  373  million  dollars  worth  of  i 
nual  payments  to  pension  recipients.  The  v  j 
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irity  of  those  plans  were  defined  contribu- 
money  purchase  plans.  Also  in  prepara- 
for  today  we  have  met  in  small  session  with 
ministerial  officers.  We  secured  their  en- 
ement  of  our  recommendations.  The 
iwship  Council  has  given  us  their  endorse- 
t  of  these  recommendations,  and  we  met  for 
uiatory  sessions  with  the  Ministerium,  the 
C,  and  the  FGBC  Laymen. 
t  me  share  with  you  some  additional  com- 
ts  regarding  recommendation  #1  which  is 
lissolution  of  the  present  board  and  the  fun- 
of  its  liabilities.  Why  the  dissolution  of  the 
mt  board?  Three  primary  reasons:  1 )  There 
lack  of  participation  and  enthusiasm 
rid  the  plan;  2)  There  is  a  lack  of  funding 
its  assets  are  depleted;  3)  It  is  actuarially 
und.  Let  me  clarify  each  of  those  points: 

I  Lack  of  participation:  only  10%  of  the  churches 
articipate  in  any  fashion  in  the  plan  (33)  and 
lere's  a  small  percentage  of  ministers  actively  in 
le  plan  (20-25).  There  are  about  40  to  48  listed 
ut  some  are  inactive. 

)  The  lack  of  funding  and  depleted  assets: 
inuary  1,  1983,  $14,665  in  the  retirement  fund; 
anuary  1,  1984,  $9,290;  January  1,  1985,  $5,278; 
id  those  assets  are  presently  depleted.  Payments 
>  current  recipients  are  now  being  made  from  the 
nergency  funds. 

)  It  is  actuarially  unsound.  The  benefit  formula 
actuarially  unsound.  This  committee  reminds 
le  of  the  story  in  the  Old  Testament  of  the  Egyp- 
ans  asking  the  Israelites  to  make  bricks  without 
:raw.  Given  scenario  is  as  follows:  Let's  say  a 
linister  retires  with  $3,000  in  his  1%  fund.  A  1% 
ind,  for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  are  funds 
hich  he  himself,  over  the  years  in  his  participa- 
on  in  the  program,  has  contributed.  He  has  25 
lars  of  service.  He  would  receive,  by  way  of 
snefit  formula  calculation,  5%  of  the  $3,000  plus 
1  for  every  year  of  service,  which  in  this  case 
ould  be  $25.  So  he  would  have  $150  on  his  1% 
ilculation  and  $25  on  his  years  of  service  calcula- 
on;  he  would  receive  $175  a  month.  Well  he  has 
$3,000  balance.  In  less  than  lVz  years  his  per- 
>nal  investment  is  depleted  and  the  fund  is  now 
ilying  totally  and  solely  on  contributions. 
iat  are  the  present  participants  in  the 
?  They  number  36  that  are  currently 
ving  checks  for  a  monthly  sum  of  $2,889. 
that's  only  a  bit  more  than  $75  per  month 
re  average.  Near  retirees  and  active  par- 
ants  number  approximately  25  to  40.  It  is 
•ecommendation  that  we  protect  those  1% 
s  for  those  who  are  not  yet  retired.  Those 
have  contributed  to  that  fund  out  of  their 
money  and  have  had  interest  accrued  on 
•  accounts  and  it  is  our  desire  to  protect 
s  funds,  and  to  also  protect  the  continued 
lent  of  those  now  receiving  funds.  We  have 
bligation. 

e  question  is  asked,  what  funding  sources 
f/e  going  to  secure?  Well,  we  have  some 
ts,  not  many,  but  we  have  some  assets  in 


the  emergency  fund  which  would  be  available. 
We  strongly  urge  those  churches  who  are  now 
budgeting  the  3-4%  per  year  and  are  now  con- 
tributing into  the  3%  fund  that  that  continue 
until  such  time  as  our  obligations  are  met.  We 
will  seek  general  donations  from  individuals, 
from  churches  and  from  organizations.  Just  this 
week,  over  lunch,  we  probably  secured  a  con- 
tribution of  between  $5,000  and  $10,000.  As  I 
was  sitting  up  here  in  the  front,  a  dear 
gentleman  came  up  and  handed  me  a  portfolio 
of  common  stock  and  said  "I'm  concerned,  I 
want  you  to  use  this  for  the  retirement  plan  for 
that  emergency  fund."  We  will  seek  general 
donations  from  individuals,  from  churches  and 
organizations.  Many  can  help  in  the  form  of  be- 
quests. We  can  use  avenues  of  deferred  giving. 
Some  of  you  have  appreciated  securities,  ap- 
preciated real  estate  Let's  honor  those  men  who 
have  served  us  well  and  let's  secure  for  them 
and  their  widows  financial  security  for  their 
futures.  Also  there  will  be  a  proposal  coming 
before  you  when  I  am  finished  regarding  con- 
ference funding.  We  feel  very  strongly  as  a  com- 
mittee that  this  obligation  can  be  met  and 
needs  to  be  met  for  our  present  retirees.  Not  on- 
ly do  we  have  a  moral  obligation  but  an 
arguable  legal  obligation  as  a  Fellowship. 

Let's  go  to  point  #2,  the  recommendation  of 
a  new  plan  to  replace  the  old.  And  let  me  ex- 
plain a  few  things,  a  few  questions  that  have 
come  up  from  time  to  time  in  our  other  discus- 
sions. Why  are  you  asking  for  a  voluntary  plan? 
is  the  question.  Why  not  make  it  mandatory? 
Well  this  was  one  of  the  questions  we  posed  in 
our  survey.  Let  me  respond  to  that  question.  We 
are  recommending  a  voluntary  plan  because  of 
the  following  reasons: 

1 )  There  was  a  fear  of  a  trend  toward  denomina- 
tionalism  and  that  a  mandatory  plan  would  be  an 
intrusion  into  the  administrative  and  fiscal  affairs 
of  a  church,  and  I  agree. 

2)  Church  affordability.  You  make  a  plan  man- 
datory, and  there  may  be  some  churches  who  just 
cannot  participate. 

3 )  Some  creative  genius  must  develop  an  enforce- 
ment mechanism. 

4)  I  would  rather  sell  a  program  on  merit  rather 
than  on  mandate. 

5)  Eleven  of  the  12  plans  that  we  personally 
surveyed  were  non-compulsory  and  the  12th  was 
a  denominational  plan. 

6 )  One  third  of  our  men  surveyed  didn't  even  re- 
spond to  the  survey. 

7)  As  we  studied  the  statistics  and  the  observa- 
tions and  the  comments  that  were  made  on  the 
survey  we  felt  that  six  out  of  ten,  in  our  opinion, 
would  not  participate  in  a  mandatory  plan  and 
mostly  out  of  principle,  not  on  the  merits  of  the 
product.  That's  in  response  to  the  question,  and 
it's  a  legitimate  question,  why  are  you  recommen- 
ding a  voluntary  plan? 
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What  is  a  defined  contribution  plan?  Well,  it's 
very  simply  a  tax-deferred  savings  account,  so 
to  speak,  which  allows  for  an  individual  church 
to  put  money  aside  specifically  for  its  pastor. 
The  moneys  are  invested  in  a  pool,  to  be  sure, 
but  it  is  accounted  for  separately.  And  that 
church  is  not  nervous  about  the  fact  that  in  the 
old  plan  the  church  might  have  been  giving  3 
or  4%  thinking  that  it  was  going  to  benefit  its 
pastor  but  it  was  not  it  was  merely  going  to  pay 
current  recipients.  But  in  this  kind  of  a  plan 
the  church  can  be  assured  that  the  moneys  in- 
vested for  its  pastor  will  remain  in  his  account. 

It  allows  for  individual  participation.  It  has 
the  advantages  of  group  investment  of  pooled 
assets  but  the  funds  are  accounted  for  on  an  in- 
dividual basis.  There  are  very  fine  reports  that 
can  be  generated  so  that  a  gentleman  can  know 
where  he  stands  with  regard  to  his  investments 
and  the  performance  of  those  assets.  The  de- 
fined contribution  plan  is  the  most  popular 
vehicle  for  church  groups  structured  such  as 
ours.  As  I  mentioned  from  our  attendance  at 
the  pensions  conference  in  Indianapolis,  it  hap- 
pens to  be  the  most  popular  plan  for  mainline 
denominations,  defined  contribution  plans.  We 
would  look  at  the  defined  contribution  plan  as 
being  the  primary  church  plan  for  its  pastor. 
In  other  words,  if  the  church  is  asked  to  con- 
tribute 5%  (our  survey  indicated  that  on  the 
average  pastors  expected  their  church  would  be 
willing  to  contribute  6.3%),  if  you  are  going  to 
participate  as  a  church  in  the  defined  contribu- 
tion plan  you  must  contribute  5%  annually  of 
your  pastor's  salary.  Well,  that  would  be  the 
primary  church  plan;  funds  invested  for  its 
pastor's  retirement. 

The  second  contract  would  provide  the 
TDA/TDI  plans  (403-B)  and  would  be  the 
primary  vehicle  for  the  pastor  if  he  chose  to  in- 
vest in  his  own  retirement  at  a  salary  reduc- 
tion or  out  of  personal  contribution.  So  the 
church  would  have  a  plan  in  which  it  would 
place  its  5%  or  10%  and  the  pastor  would  have 
a  group  contract  in  which  he  would  have  a  lot 
of  confidence.  It  would  perform  well  for  him  over 
the  years,  over  the  long-term  in  which  he  could 
invest  his  personal  funds,  through  ease  of  con- 
tribution. What  is  a  TDA/TDI  plan?  Well  there's 
an  attachment  to  your  report  that  goes  into 
some  detail.  Let  me  just  summarize  it  in  a  few 
words. 

A  TDA/TDI  or  403B  plan  is  tax  deferred  in 
the  form  of  a  personal  savings  plan,  only  it's 
tax  deferred.  And  it's  designed  for  retirement 
purposes.  From  our  survey  the  average  that 
could  be  invested  by  an  individual  pastor  into 
such  a  plan  is  about  5.3%.  Again,  why  a 
TDA/TDI  plan  as  opposed  to  an  IRA?  Well,  with 
a  TDA/TDI  plan  it's  designed  specifically  for 
not-for-profit  organizations  and  because  of  that 
you  have  more  liberal  investment  maximums 
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and  you  have  more  liberal  payout  options  ^ 
prior  to  retirement.  Also,  a  group  TDATDI  ha 
would  allow  for  a  pooled  investment  when  (|j 
could  take  advantage  of  different  sectors  c  % 
investment  economy. 

The  question  was  raised  yesterday  intl 
ministerium  presentation:  give  us  som<-.[. 
amples  of  how  a  fund  can  grow.  I  want  y<  wj 
completely  eliminate  from  your  mind  for  ,,- 
the  idea  of  a  retirement  fund  because  ther  n; 
different  annuity  rates  and  so  on.  The  j 
thing  I'm  going  to  do  is  give  you  an  exai  I 
of  how  a  consistent  and  systematic  savings  .] 
over  the  years  can  grow  in  terms  of  investi  ji 
return.  We're  not  going  to  allow  for  infla  \\ 
but  at  the  same  time,  we're  not  going  to  a  « 
for  the  offsetting  factor,  increases  in  pas  \i 
salary.  So  we  are  pretty  much  looking  at  I 
rent  dollar  figures.  We  pulled  out  our  compql 
interest  tables  and  present  value  tables  H 
listen  to  the  following  scenarios. 

A  person,  with  his  church,  would  contri  .j 
$500  per  quarter,  every  three  months  de;  |q 
$500  into  an  account,  $250  from  the  ch  |l 
$250  from  the  pastor.  And  let's  say  over  the  |j 
term  through  capital  appreciation  of  t| 
funds  and  through  earnings  on  those  funds  >i 
earn  12%.  For  35  years,  if  that  were  done,  I 
would  have  invested  a  total  of  $70,000.  The :  U 
would  be  worth,  with  accrued  intenj 
$1,028,200.  Now,  let's  say  you  were  to  go  t  J 
insurance  company  at  that  point  and  annu  Is 
that  lump  sum,  in  other  words,  make  an  a%  t] 
ment  with  the  insurance  company  that  i 
would  receive  a  series  of  payments  let's  say 
a  ten  year  period.  Whatever  they  pay  you  < 
month  there's  a  remaining  balance  and 
balance  is  earning  8%,  you  would  be  recer  I 
an  8%  annuity,  or  series  of  payments.  Let's^i 
you  would  go  to  an  insurance  company 
receive  that  kind  of  income.  They  would  pay  I 
$12,475  per  month  over  ten  years.  Well  let's ^i 
you  do  that  for  25  years.  You  would 
$50,000  invested,  your  fund  would  be  wcjj 
$303,650  and  you  could  receive  on  a  ten  ;.jl 
payoff  on  an  8%  annuity  $3,684  per  mo  I 
Let's  say  you  are  only  in  15  years  and  you  v  J 
to  deposit  $500  per  quarter  per  year  foiij 
years.  You  would  have  invested  $30,000  andi! 
fund  would  be  worth  $81,550  at  the  end  ci 
years  and  you  would  receive  an  annuity  for  'l| 
years  of  $989  a  month.  Some  of  you  are  wri  A 
these  figures  down  and  in  35  years  from  I 
you're  going  to  ask  "where's  my  mil  J 
dollars?"  That's  why  I  say  all  I'm  doing  is  I 
plaining  to  you,  outside  the  retirement  cone 
tin  beauty  of  compound  interest  and  system  J 
savings. 

Why  a  nationally  recognized  leader?  \J 
can't  we  just  establish  a  fellowship  fund,  oi 
an  account  in  the  BIF  and  do  all  this  onij 
own?  What  merit  is  there  in  going  to  a  nati<  I 


ler?  Number  1,  you  gain  from  their  invest- 
it  expertise  You're  using  experts.  You  would 
ible  to  invest  in  a  portfolio  of  investment 
icles  within  a  comfortable  level,  or  profile, 
sk  and  by  investing  in  a  portfolio  of  different 
astries  and  different  investment  vehicles 
stocks  and  bonds  and  real  estate,  interna- 
al  markets,  eta  you  could  take  advantage 
vings  in  the  market.  Now  what  do  I  mean 
wings  in  the  market?  Several  years  ago  you 
d  make  15%  on  your  money  just  by  in- 
ing  in  a  money  market  but  you're  lucky  to 
6.5,  7°/o  today.  Well,  a  well  invested  port- 
i  of  investment  vehicles  could  take  advan- 
!  of  those  swings.  Now  as  interest  rates  are 
ing  down  what's  going  up?  The  stock 
ket  and  real  estate.  That's  what  I  mean  by 
mposite  portfolio  of  investment  vehicles,  a 
jjing  for  protection  of  principal  and 
term  substantive  growth, 
hy  a  nationally  recognized  leader  in  the 
;ion  industry?  Number  2,  because  we  have 
ss  to  expert  advice  which  would  help  us 
i  our  marketing  program,  with  tentacles 
ughout  the  Nation  in  terms  of  marketing 
lability.  Number  3,  we  would  provide  for 
retirees  credibility  and  financial  security, 
it  are  some  of  the  firms  we  have  contacted 
the  past  several  months?  Aetna,  Alexander 
lilton,  Nationwide,  Travelers,  Western  Life, 
ual  of  America.  We're  leaning  toward 
la.  They  took  the  time  to  fly  a  guy  down 
i  Hartford,  Connecticut,  to  talk  with  us. 
l  though  we  are  small,  we  are  on  the 
nd  level,  they  are  most  anxious  to  help  us 
his  thing  off  the  ground.  We're  pleased  with 
r  expertise  and  their  portfolio  of 
stments. 

iw  would  this  new  plan  be  marketed? 
iber  1,  you  would  gain  immediate  enhance- 
t  of  credibility.  You  could  go  before  your 
d  and  without  embarrassment  discuss  the 
ts  of  this  program  with  a  firm  that  every 
of  your  board  members  would  recognize, 
iber  2,  enhanced  communications  with  the 
ch  could  be  developed  using  brochures  that 
ooperatively  produced  by  the  pension  fund 
211  as  the  Fellowship  Council.  There  would 
jod  cover  letters  of  explanation  offered  and 
vation.  We've  given  some  idea  to  the  use 
IS  cassettes  where  a  pastor  could  introduce 
•e  his  church  board  a  third  party,  objective 
iture,  explaining  the  merits  of  the  decision 
the  necessity  of  the  decision.  Also  there 
d  be  the  encouragement  of  rollovers  from 
ing  IRA's,  existing  TDAs  to  give  our  na- 
il group  policy  increased  bargaining  power 
at  we  can  go  back  to  the  insurance  com- 
every  year  and  negotiate  perhaps  a  lower 
I'm  very  pleased  with  the  rate  Aetna  is 
ing  to  us.  It  would  be  very  hard  to  beat  in 


the  marketplace  and  it's  on  a  non-commission 
basis  for  the  defined  contribution  plan. 

Let  me  offer  some  concluding  remarks.  There 
are  actually,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  very  few  op- 
tions available  to  us  to  consider  here  today.  We 
must  deal  with  the  present  obligations  with 
honor  and  dignity.  We  must  initiate  a  program 
which  will  provide  the  future  security  for  our 
faithful  men  and  their  wives  who  serve  with 
them  in  the  ministry.  We  must  act  with  deter- 
mination and  courage.  We  must  move  today 
from  antiquity  to  state-of-the-art,  from  apathy 
to  activity,  from  deprivation  to  adequate  pro- 
vision. I  urge  you,  delegates,  to  endorse  this  ac- 
tion and  endorse  it  with  enthusiasm! 

(Moderator)  Do  you  see  the  size  of  that 
notebook?  Hold  it  up,  Larry.  That's  just  the 
records  of  the  work  of  this  committee  and  others 
have  more  than  that.  So  they've  really  done  a 
job  for  us.  I'm  going  to  suggest  since  there's  a 
motion  and  a  second  before  us  this  possible  ac- 
tion. It  might  be  that  since  all  of  you  have  been 
in  another  session  besides  this  that  your  minds 
are  reasonably  made  up.  There's  a  way  to  find 
out.  Someone  can  move  the  previous  question 
then  I  as  moderator  can  ask  you  to  vote.  We 
have  a  motion  to  stop  debate  and  vote  on  the 
other  one.  If  you  vote  yes  we  stop  debate  and 
vote  immediately  on  what  Larry  presented.  If 
you  vote  no  on  this  we  continue  to  talk  about 
this  with  Larry.  If  you  favor  this  motion  of 
Eddie's,  the  previous  question,  say  yes.  "YES" 
if  you  don't  favor  it  say  no.  "NO"  I  would  say 
that  is  decisive. 

At  this  point  we're  ready  to  vote  immediate- 
ly on  the  motion  that  Brother  Larry  has  put 
before  us.  I  am  correct,  am  I  not,  to  outline  it 
as  the  three  points.  Those  three  paragraphs  on 
that  sheet  that  say  we  recommend,  and  we 
recommend  and  we  recommend,  three  times. 
That's  what  we  are  voting  on.  If  you  vote  yes 
we  adopt  it  and  all  the  provisions  in  it.  Our 
work  is  not  done  but  we're  a  long  way  along. 
We  do  have  some  other  discussion,  we  have 
some  more  decisions  to  make  in  implementing 
it.  If  you  favor  these  three  say  I.  "I".  If  you  do 
not  favor  these  three  say  nay.  (No  response) 
That's  amazing. 

Motion  was  moved  and  seconded  to  adopt 
these  recommendations. 

Motion  carried  to  move  the  previous  question. 

Motion  carried  to  adopt  these  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee. 

Motion  carried  that  the  following  amendment 
to  the  Bylaws  of  the  FGBC  be  received  by  the 
conference  today  for  action  at  tomorrow's 
business  meeting.  "Under  Article  VII,  Section 
3,  paragraph  5.  c  -  Delete  "Florida"  add,  in  ap- 
propriate alphabetic  place:  "East  Central 
Florida,  Florida  Suncoast,  South  Florida." 

Motion  carried  to  extend  the  time  10  minutes 
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to     work     on     the     Fellowship     Council 
recommendations. 
Recommendation  #1. 
We  recommend  to  the  FGBC  Conference  that 
the  committee  called  for  in  recommendation 
three  of  the  Retirement  Plan  Study  Commit- 
tee's    report     be     composed     of     Larry 
Chamberlain,  Chm.,  Dewey  Melton,  Morgan 
Burgess,  Charles  Turner  and  Elliott  Hudson. 
This  shall  be  a  three  year  appointment. 
Motion  carried  to  adopt  this  recommendation. 
Recommendation  #2. 

We  recommend  that,  in  order  to  partially  fund  the 
liabilities  of  the  prior  ministerial  retirement  plan, 
honoring  its  present  recipients  and  if  possible,  present 
active  participants,  delegate  fees  be  increased  by 
$1.00  to  $2.00  per  member. 

Note:  The  Fellowship  Council  will  solicit  ag- 
gessively  other  sources  of  contributory  funding 
in  order  to  underwrite  this  financial 
responsibility. 

Motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt  this 
recommendation. 

Motion  carried  to  amend  to  read  until  such 
time  as  the  fund  is  fully  annuitized. 
The  amended  motion  then  carried. 
Motion  carried  to  adjourn. 

FOURTH  SESSION,  Friday,  August  8, 1986 

Moderator  John  Mayes  called  this  session  to 
order. 

Motion  passed  that  we  approve  the  minutes 
as  printed. 

The  membership  committee  presented  an  ad- 
ditional report  bringing  the  total  of  delegates 
for  the  4th  business  session  to  291  ministerial 
and  416  lay  for  a  total  of  707. 

Report  of  the  election  for  nominating 
committee. 

Robert    Combs,    Tom    Inman,    Luke 
Kauffman,    Lester   Kennedy,    Richard 
Placeway    and   Larry    Wedertz.    Luke 
Kauffman  is  to  be  the  chairman. 
Report  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  was 
given  by  Bill  Snell. 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  Resolutions  Committee  felt  no  pressing 
need  to  add  any  new  resolutions  to  last  year's 
single  resolution.  We  received  no  resolution 
recommendations  throughout  the  year.  We  re- 
quest recommended  issues  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  committee  be  sent  to  the  chair- 
man  at  least  60  days  before  National  Con- 
ference convenes.  We  discussed  the  possibility 
of  developing  a  Conference  Goals  Committee, 
and  encourage  the  ongoing  study  of  such  a 
possibility. 

David  W.  Miller,  Chairman 
William  Snell 
Dean  Risser 

Motion  carried  to  adopt  this  report. 


Report  of  the  social  concerns  committee  IS 
given  by  Don  Shoemaker. 

REPORT  OF 
THE  SOCIAL  CONCERNS  COMMITT I , 
FELLOWSHIP  OF 
GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCHES! 

The  Social  Concerns  Committee  was  ere  I 
by  last  year's  Conference.  This  new  commi :  > 
assumes  the  previous  duties  of  the  Sancti  >  f 
Life  Committee,  namely,  to  inform,  ad1  -, 
motivate  and  assist  our  churches  as  the;  . 
spond  to  issues  relevant  to  the  value  Scrip  ; 
places  on  human  life  -  issues  such  as  abort  , 
infanticide  and  euthanasia. 

In  addition,  the  new  Social  Concerns  Com  - 
tee  now  has  the  larger  role  of  attending  tc  - 
ditional  social  issues  which  our  role-n 
Evangelical  churches  in  modern  Americt  - 
quires  us  to  address. 

In  the  past  twelve  months  our  committee  5 
not  been  as  active  as  we  desire  to  be  in  J 
future.  For  most  of  the  year  there  was  ur  .1 
tainty  as  to  who  had  been  designated  chain  1 
of  the  new  committee  by  the  Fellowship  C(  I 
cil.  The  committee  also  needs  to  develop  a  1 
for  the  issues  we  ought  to  address  and  how  1 1 
are  to  be  approached. 

Members  of  our  committee  ministeree  t 
Grace  College  and  at  the  district  and  1 1 
church  levels.  The  second  edition  of  an  ii  I 
mative  Life  Manualhas  been  prepared.  Fol  I 
ing  up  on  our  recommendation  last  year  1 « 
an  entire  future  conference  be  devotee  I 
themes  of  National  Righteousness,  critU 
issues,  and  the  role  of  the  Christian  and  a; 
church  in  the  modern  world,  a  proposal  for  s  il 
a  conference  was  submitted  to  the  Fellows  I 
Council  in  September,  1985.  An  exhibit  I 
displayed  at  this  conference. 

Our  anticipations  for  the  coming  year  are  \i 
forth  as  follows: 

( 1)  We  intend  to  follow  closely  the  critical  issue  a 
of  religious  freedom.  This  includes  the  con  J 
stitutional  and  legal  ramifications  of  such- 
issues  as  a  church's  right  to  determine  anc 
discipline  its  own  membership,  a  church's 
right  to  establish  doctrinal,  moral  and  per- 
sonal criterion  for  leadership  which  may  in 
elude  policies  on  gender  and  on  sexua 
preference,  and  a  church's  freedom  to  offe* 
counseling  according  to  its  own  spiritual  con- 
victions. We  will  consider  wording  a  statement 
on  religious  freedom  and  submitting  it  to  the 
Resolutions  Committee. 

(2)  We  intend  to  continue  our  past  emphasis 
on  life-related  issues  such  as  abortion.  We  en- 
courage our  churches  to  develop  affiliates  oi 
national  organizations  such  as  Crusade  for 
Life  or  the  Christian  Action  Council.  We  en- 
courage our  churches  to  establish  or  support; 
pregnancy  aid  programs,  lb  assist  you,  we  wiii| 
prepare  a  directory  of  those  programs  already'" 
operating  and  information  on  starting  youij 
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)wn.  Please  draw  on  our  expertise  on  life- 
-elated  issues. 

3)  We  intend  to  address  the  critical  social 
ssues  of  pornography,  homosexuality,  divorce 
ind  suicide.  We  encourage  our  churches  to 
iwareness  and  activism  on  these  issues. 

4)  We  wish  to  develop  a  library  of 
\udio/Visual  resources  that  would  be 
ivailable  to  our  churches  through  the  Chris- 
ian  Education  office. 

5)  We  estimate  a  budget  of  $800  to  cover 
•esources  and  mailings. 

6)  We  encourage  all  our  churches  to  obtain 
iability  insurance  covering  clergy  malprac- 
ice.  We  caution  our  churches  to  use  great  care 
n  the  choice  of  words  and  actions  in  matters 
)f  counseling  and  discipline. 

7)  We  recognize  the  transcendance  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  admonish  our  churches 
n  their  social/political  activism  not  to  iden- 
ify  Kingdom  principles  and  the  Gospel  with 
iny  particular  secular  agenda. 

'ectfully  submitted, 

aid  P.  Shoemaker 

;rman,  Social  Concerns  Committee 

otion  carried  to  accept  this  report. 

>port  of  the  Endorsing  agent  on  chaplain's 

istry  by  Donald  Carter. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  ENDORSING  AGENT 

wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  con- 
ulate  and  thank  two  of  our  Chaplains  who 
?  returned  to  civilian  life  during  the  year, 
plain  Emlyn  Jones,  upon  completion  of 
lty  years  as  a  Chaplain  in  the  United  States 
ly  has  retired  in  the  grade  of  Lieutenant 
>nel  and  is  now  residing  in  Hummelstown, 
nsylvania.  Chaplain  A.  Duane  Jones,  hav- 
returned  to  active  duty  and  served  in  the 
ted  States  Army  for  three  years,  now  has 
rned  to  civilian  life  again.  I  understand 
.  he  will  become  Pastor  of  one  of  our  chur- 
>.  These  men  deserve  our  expression  of  ap- 
iation  and  commendation, 
jring  September  and  October  Mrs.  Carter 
I  visited  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma  and  enjoyed 
fellowship  of  Chaplains  Duane  Jones  and 
y  Patterson  and  their  families.  It  was  good 
ear  the  expressions  of  gratitude  and  com- 
idation  from  the  soldiers  and  military 
ilies  who  had  been  blessed  through  their 
istry.  Later  that  Month  we  traveled  to 
ihington,  DC.  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
tional  Conference  on  Ministry  to  the  Armed 
:es."  This  organization  is  made  up  of  Endor- 
'  Agents  and  leaders  of  those  denominations 
•esented  in  the  services  by  Chaplains.  Its 
oose  is  to  support  and  encourage  Chaplains 
to  represent  them  within  Government 
les. 

uring  February  of  this  year  Dorothy  accom- 
ied  me  to  Orlando,  Florida,  where  we  en- 


joyed a  few  days  visiting  Chaplain  John  and 
Brenda  Diaz,  Chaplain  Diaz  has  been  involved 
in  a  busy  ministry  with  a  very  young  group  of 
Basic  Trainees  in  the  Navy.  The  spontaneous 
enthusiasm  and  spiritual  interest  expressed  by 
these  young  people  was  thrilling  and  challeng- 
ing. Chaplain  Diaz  fitted  well  as  a  part  of  a 
team  of  three  or  four  Chaplains,  competently 
and  graciously  upholding  our  biblical  and 
evangelical  position  to  the  Glory  of  God.  He  is 
at  this  time  moving  to  Holy  Loch,  Scotland  to 
serve  aboard  the  Navy  Ship,  Hunley. 

The  month  of  May  gave  the  Carters  the  op- 
portunity to  visit  New  England.  Our  newest 
Chaplain,  Brother  Dayne  Nix  attended  the  U.S. 
Navy  Chaplain  School  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island  during  this  time.  He  proved  to  be  a  very 
friendly  and  helpful  guide  and  companion, 
showing  us  the  school  facilities  and  giving  us 
a  view  of  this  huge  Naval  Facility.  The  Nixes 
are  now  settling  down  to  serve  in  this  new  en- 
vironment and  service  in  Pearl  City,  Hawaii. 
Please  pray  for  them  in  this  new  environment. 

I  wish  at  this  time  to  ask  your  prayers  for  all 
our  Chaplains  and  their  families,  as  I  list  them 
herein.  Chaplain  John  Patrick  is  just  now  com- 
pleting his  year  of  study  at  the  University  of 
Oregon,  with  a  new  degree.  He  now  moves  on 
to  the  Army  Chaplain  School  as  a  member  of 
the  faculty.  Chaplain  Jim  Dickson  serves  at 
Port  Hueneme  near  Ventura,  California. 
Chaplain  John  Schumacher  serves  at  Fort 
Richardson,  Alaska.  Jim  Elwell  is  at  High 
Wycomb.  near  London,  England;  Charles  Card 
is  at  Schwabisch-Gemund,  Germany.  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  visit  the  overseas  Chaplains  during 
this  coming  year.  Please  remember  all  these 
men  and  their  families  as  you  pray. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Donald  F.  Cartel- 
Endorsing  Agent,  Military  Chaplains 

NATIONAL  FELLOWSHIP 
OF  GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCHES 

Annual  Report  of  Military  Chaplains  Associated  with 

the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches  Gathered 

in  Conference  Sessions  August  1986. 

(Based  on  a  Twelve  Month  Period,  beginning  July  1 

and  concluding  June  30,  1986) 

Worship  Services  Directed 319 

Sermons  Preached 307 

Counseling  Sessions 2,042 

Sunday  School  Sessions 191 

Professions  of  Faith 469 

Number  of  Days  in  Field 31 

Staff  Meetings 380 

Worship  Services  Participated  in  296 

Bible  Classes  Taught   252 

Witness  Interviews 219 

Youth  Group  Sessions 57 

Baptisms  (Trine  Immersion) ....  183 

Children's  Meetings   32 

Miscellaneous   734 

-Donald  F.  Carter 
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Motion  carried  to  accept  this  report. 
Report  of  the  auditing  and  finance  commit- 
tee by  Don  Eshelman. 

AUDITING  AND  FINANCE 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Financial  integrity  should  always  be  a  hallmark  of 
Christian  organizations.  And  I  am  pleased  to  report 
to  this  conference  that  the  following  organizations 
have  submitted  their  financial  statements  for  review: 
FGBC  Conference  (Audited  Fin.  Statement) 
GBC  Christian  Education  (Review) 
The  Board  of  Evangelism  (Review) 
The   Board  of  Ministerial   Emergency   and 
Retirement  Benefits  of  the  FGBC.  (Audited) 
Their  financial  statements  and  reports  appear  to  be 
accurate  and  properly  reflect  the  financial  positions 
of  the  organizations. 

Also  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  both  the  Board 
of  Evangelism  and  the  GBC  Christian  Education  will 
be  moving  toward  having  their  financial  statements 
audited  in  the  forthcoming  years. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Don  Eshelman 
Motion  carried  to  receive  this  report. 
Report    of   the    committee    of   Pastorless 
churches  was  given  by  Howard  Mayes. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COORDINATOR 

OF  PASTORLESS  CHURCHES 

AND  AVAILABLE  MEN 

In  I  Timothy  3:1  we  read  that  when  a  man  desires 
an  elder's  ministry,  he  desires  a  good  thing.  When  a 
church  calls  a  Pastor-teacher,  they  appropriate  a  pro- 
vision made  for  them  by  Christ  himself  according  to 
Ephesians  4:11.  It  is  my  goal  as  the  Coordinator  of 
Pastorless  Churches  and  Available  Men  to  play  some 
modest  but  helpful  role  in  bringing  men  who  desire 
the  "good  thing"  into  contact  with  churches  who  are 
looking  for  the  "good  gift." 

It  is  not  an  offense  to  the  sovereignty  of  God  for  men 
to  be  involved  in  this  process  for  as  Dr.  McClain 
taught  so  effectively,  "God  not  only  ordains  the  end 
but  the  means  to  accomplish  that  end." 

At  the  present  time  it  is  the  function  of  this  office 
to  invite  men  who  desire  a  pastoral  call  to  make  their 
desire  known  by  submitting  a  statement  of  desire  sup- 
ported by  a  written  resume. 

We  further  invite  churches  who  are  seeking  a  Pastor 
to  at  least  give  consideration  to  the  men  who  have 
made  their  resumes  available. 

During  the  past  conference  year,  25  men  have  made 
their  resumes  available  to  my  office  and  we  have 
shared  them  with  6  churches  who  have  requested  our 
help. 

Although  we  have  heard  of  many  more  churches 
that  are  currently  seeking  pastors,  in  good  congrega- 
tional tradition  we  can  only  provide  information  to 
those  churches  who  request  our  help. 

I  have  three  suggestions  that  may  help  make  this 
office  more  effective  to  the  Fellowship. 

First,  if  you  are  a  qualified  pastoral  candidate, 
prepare  a  carefully  written  and  honest  resume  and 
send  it  to  me  in  care  of  the  Huber  Heights,  Ohio 
church.  If  you  can  furnish  another  well  known  G.B.C. 
pastor  as  a  knowledgable  reference  it  will  greatly  im- 
prove the  validity  of  your  resume.  Several  copies  of  a 
good  family  photo  would  also  be  very  helpful. 
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Second,  if  you  are  involved  with  a  church  that  if  m 
or  may  soon  be  looking  for  a  pastor,  please  contact » 
for  a  current  list  of  available  men  and  copies  of  i  -  ■ 
resumes. 

Third,  if  you  know  of  churches  in  your  distri  1- 
elsewhere  who  have  a  pastoral  vacancy,  please  ;. 
gest  that  they  make  contact  with  my  office.  W(> . 
keeping  the  information  we  have,  readily  availab  [|j 
our  new  IBM-XT  computer  and  will  be  happy  to  tj 
in  any  way  that  is  appropriate. 

Respectfully  submi  i , 
Pastor  Howard  9 1 ; 

Motion  carried  to  accept  this  report. 

Motion  carried  that  based  upon  the  fact '  ; 
the  Gospel  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Roan 
VA.  has  taken  action  to  sever  its  ties  with  'm 
FGBC  and  become  the  Independent  Go  [ 
Brethren  Church  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  we  rec  I 
mend  its  name  be  deleted  from  I 
membership. 

Report  of  the  Fellowship  Council  was  gi  \\ 
by  Charles  Ashman  concerning  next  years  I 
ference.  Place  will  be  Winona  Lake,  Ind.  Ti 
Aug.  1-7. 

Motion  carried  that  we  adopt  the  amendn  . 
placed  on  the  floor  yesterday. 

Tom  Julien  presented  an  additional  repoi 
the  statisticians  report  that  gave  a  report  f: 
the  foreign  fields. 

FOREIGN  FIELD  STATISTICS-12/31 

Number  of 
Country  Churches     Membership     Pa. 

Argentina 14  480 

Central  African  Rep.    ..  558  113,571       21 

Brazil 17  988            :  jj 

Mexico 8  250            I 

England 1 

France 4  79 

Germany 2  22 

Chad       (1983)   30  7,132          ;| 

634  122,522       3 , 

AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE, 
BEST  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Argentina I 

Central  African  Republic 175 

Brazil 1 

Mexico jj 

England |l 

France I 

Germany I 

Chad       (1983) 12 

1S9 

Japan,  Philippines,  Spain  —  No  churc 
established  yet. 

Motion  carried  that  this  report  be  accepte 
be  included  in  the  statistical  report. 

Motion  carried  to  receive  these  minutes 
presented. 

The  new  officers  for  1986-87  were  installe( 
the  moderator  John  Mayes. 

Motion  carried  to  adjourn  (Sine  die) 


National  Organizations 

THE  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
GRACE  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  INCORPORATED 

1401  Kings  Highway,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  588,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


Staff 

:utive  Director  —  Rev.  Tom  Julien 
ctor  of  Church  Relations  — 
lev.  Wendell  E.  Kent 
ctor  of  Candidate  Personnel  — 
lev.  Edward  Lewis 

ctor  of  Finance  —  Mr.  Stephen  P.  Mason 
ictor  of  Audiovisuals  —  Rev.  Gordon  L. 
mstin 

etary  to  Executive  Director  —  Miss  Pat- 
y  Morris 

linistrative  Secretary  —  Mrs.  Lillian 
teeter 

stant  to  Director  of  Finance  — 
liss  Teresa  Tyre 

etary  to  Director  of  Candidate  Person- 
el  —  Mrs.  Kathy  Herman 
ications    Secretary    —    Miss    Karen 
•artel 

etary,  Finance  —  Mrs.  Joyce  Deane 
etary,  Audiovisuals  —  Mrs.  Lou  Ann 
[yers 

jrials  Secretary  and  Data  Processing  — 
Ir.  Roger  Stover 

stant  to  Director  of  Audiovisuals  — 
[r.  Bill  Venard 


Board  of  Trustees 

(Term  ending  1987) 
Dr.  S.  Wayne  Beaver 
Rev.  Robert  Griffith 
Rev.  Wayne  Hannah 
Mr.  Lenard  Moen 
4  Michigan  Ave.,  Whittier,  CA  90602 

(Term  ending  1988) 

Rev.  Wesley  Haller 

Rev.  Edwin  Cashman 

Dr.  Peter  Peponis 

2  River  Forest  Rd.,  Dublin,  OH  43017 

Rev.  Scott  L.  Weaver 


(Term  ending  1989) 
Rev.  Dean  Fetterhoff 
Mr.  Miles  Firestone 
R.  5,  7159  Ashland  Rd.  Wooster,  OH  44691 
Rev.  John  Teevan 
Rev.  Roger  Wambold 

Officers  of  the  Board 

Chairman— Rev.  Dean  Fetterhoff 

Vice  Chairman— Rev.  Scott  Weaver 

Secretary— Rev.  Wesley  Haller 

Treasurer— Dr.  Wayne  Beaver 

Foreign  Missionary  Directory 

(Phone  numbers  follow  addresses) 

Argentina— 

Hoyt,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Lynn,  Brown  1649,  P.  7, 
(2000)  Rosario,  Santa  Fe,  Argentina,  S.A. 
(041)  55-4461 

Nairn,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Stan,  JV.  Gonzalez  2218, 
1879  Quilmes  Oeste,  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  S.A.  011-54-1-250-1212 

Peacock,  Miss  Alice,  Alem  119,  9°C,  1878 
Quilmes  Oeste,  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  S.A.  011-54-1-253-9204 

Brazil— 

Burk,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bill,  Cx  14,  68.445  Bar- 

carena,  Para,  Brazil,  S.A. 
Farner,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Tim,  Rua  Joao  XXIII 

No.    520,    38.400   Uberlandia,   Minas 

Gerais,  Brazil,  S.A.  (034)  235-2887 
Green,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dan,  HCGN  706,  Bloco 

Q,  Case  21,  70.740  Brasilia  DF,  Brazil, 

S.A. 
Hodgdon,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Earle,  Caixa  Postal 

861,  66.000  Belem,  Para,  Brazil,  S.A. 

91/231-4716 
Hulse,  Miss  Barbara,  Rua  Joao  XXIII  No. 

522,  38.400  Uberlandia,  Minas  Gerais, 

Brazil,  S.A. 
Miller,  Rev.   &  Mrs.   Edward,  Sr.,  Caixa 

Postal  368,  66.000  Belem,  Para,  Brazil, 

S.A.  (160-550)91-226-2896 


Miller,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Edward,  II,  Caixa  Postal 
368,  66.000  Belem,  Para,  Brazil,  S.A.  (91) 
235-21-92 

Zielasko,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jack,  Caixa  Postal 
861,  66.000  Belem,  Para,  Brazil,  S.A. 

Central  African  Republic— 

(Address  for  all  C.A.R.  missionaries  is:  B.P. 

240,  Bangui,  Central  African  Republic, 

AFRICA) 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Belohlavek,  Miss  Rosella 
Cochran,  Miss  Mary  Cripe,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dave 
Daugherty,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Hines,  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  Jim  Hocking,  Miss  Margaret  Hull, 
Miss  Cheryl  Kaufman,  Miss  Carolyn 
Kodear,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Kuns,  Miss  Carol 
Mensinger,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Mensinger, 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Moeller,  Miss  Margie  Mor- 
ris (after  3-1-87),  Rev.  Peter  Peer,  Miss  Lila 
Sheely,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Skeen,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Tom  Stallter,  Miss  Marian  Thurston, 
Miss  Evelyn  Tschetter,  Miss  Janet  Varner, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tim  Waggoner  (after  4-15-87), 
Miss  Barb  Wooler  (after  4-15-87),  Dr.  &  Mrs. 
Mike  Volovski 

Chad- 

Harrell,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Richard,  B.P.  183 
Moundou,  Republic  of  the  Chad,  Africa 

England— 

Kiddoo,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bill,  7  Musgrave  Close, 

Newhall,  Sutton  Coldfield,  Birmingham, 

B76-8LA,  England 
Kowalke,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dave,  6  Knightsbridge 

Close,   Four   Oaks,   Sutton   Coldfield, 

Birmingham,     B74-4UQ,     England 

21/352-0148 
Morris,  Miss  Betsy,  c/o  Steeles,  24  Marsham 

Court  Road,  Solihull,  West  Midlands, 

B91-2ET,  England 
Steele,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Phil,  24  Marsham  Court 

Road,  Solihull,  West  Midlands,  B91-2ET, 

England  021-705-8893 

France- 
Cone,  Mrs.  Ruth  Ann,  Chez  Mme  RAT,  163, 

Ave.    du    Saxe,    69003,    France    - 

78.60.70.46 
Craigen,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Trevor,  Le  Grand  Pre, 

BT.    F,    Rue    Ambroise-Pare,    71850 

Charnay-les-Macon,        France        — 

85.29.18.34 
DeArmey,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Larry,  100D  Cours 

Lafayette,    69003    —    Lyon,    France 

78.95.38.44 


Good,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Kent,  34B,  Blvd.  drfj 

Marne,  21000  —  Dijon,  France 
Griffith,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dave,  13A  Ruda 

Strasbourg,  71200  -  Le  Creusot,  Frets 

(85)  80.10.07 
Hobert,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dave,  43  rue  J  3 

Bouveri,  71300  —  Montceau-les-Mi:  ;, 

France  (85)  58.32.50 
Miller,  Miss  Jeannie,  13,  rue  d  Auver;  '•, 

71000  -  Macon,  France  (85)  39.02 
Nord,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Chris,  18  rue  de  Man  s 

de  la  Resistance,  71100  —  Chalon-  j. 

Saone,  France  85.41.53.02 
Viers,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  John,  142,  rue  Ded  ', 

69100  —  Villeurbanne,  France  (a  [r 

September)  7.868.9852 
Weaver,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Marlin,  Chateau  de  . , 

Albain,    71260    -    Lugny,    Fra 

85.33.14.28  (Chateau  -  85.33.12.9! 

Germany— 

Fretz,  Miss  Jane,  Torfstr.  12,  7250  Leonb  '■- 

Eltingen,  West  Germany  07152-721' 
Haak,   Miss   Edna,   Hegelstr.    123,   7  [l 

Aalen,  West  Germany  7361.35282 
Manduka,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  David,  Strohgai; 

13,    7250    Leonberg,    West    Germ; 

07-152-21953 
Pappas,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  John,  Liebigstr.   I 

7080      Aalen-Unterkochen,      w[t 

Germany  7361-87896 
Peugh,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Roger,  Ganzenstr.  I 

7000  Stuttgart  80  (Mohringen),  V  yt 

Germany  0711/71.11.78 
Ramsey,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dan,  Egerlanderst  , 

7250    Leonberg    3,    West    Germ^ 

07152-45609 

Japan- 
Graham,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ike,  Grand  Me  i 
Shin  Itami,  4Kai  412  G.  Shitzu,  Stf 
Itumi  Shi  Minami  Machi,  2  Chonijl 
Banchi  No.  4  Hyogo  Ken  664,  Japaj 
O'Dell,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Cecil,  Koopo  Tsuku 
#102,  2-10-8  Sumiyoshi-Cho,  Hoya Ji 
Tokyo  T202  JAPAN  (011-81)  (04tj 
23-6455 

Mexico- 
Churchill,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jack,  2758  Caulfi.l 
Dr.,  San  Diego,  CA  92154  (619)  423-7! I 
Haag,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Walter;  Sharp,  Revu 
Mrs.  Thomas;  Welling,  Miss  Brenda: ) 
Grace  Brethren  Mexican  Missions,  ■ 
8369,  Chula  Vista,  CA  92012. 
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tppines— 

tt,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Clay,  P.O.  Box  A.C.  527, 

uezon  City,  3001,  Philippines 

,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ted,  87  Assistant,  GSIS 

illage,  Quezon  City,   Metro  Manila 

tiilippines 

n— 

;ar,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert,  Valle  de  la 
allestera  35,  40,  46015  Valencia,  Spain 
347-68-44 

*uage  Study- 
ice 

dall,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gary,  A.F.E.B.  Centre 
issionnaire,    50  rue   des   Galibouds, 
3200  Albertville,  France  (79)  32.43.96 
is,  Miss  Margie,  Chez  Brandy  28,  rue 
i   FAbondance,   69003   Lyon,   France 
2.61.82.22  (Until  3/87) 
,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Mike,  A.F.E.B.  Centre 
jssionaire,  50  rue  des  Galibouds,  73200 
lbertville,  France  (79)  32.43.96 
joner,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Tim,  Residence  le 
arseau,  8  Ave.  Gen.  de  Gaulle,  69300 
aluire,  France  (Until  3/87) 
er,  Miss  Barb,  45  Rue  Leon  Jouhoux, 
3003  Lyon,  France  (Until  3/87) 

nany— 

lericks,    Rev.    &    Mrs.    Jim,    Zum 
Dgelsberg    19,    5407    Boppard-Weiler, 
rest  Germany  06.74.26859 
son,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dan,  Auf  der  Haley 
i,  5407  Boppard  1  West  Germany 

an— 

bauer,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ted,  1190  -  16 
aruizawa  Machi,  Nagano-Ken 
389-01,  Japan  0267-42-8402 

ippines— 

ty,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bob,  New  Tribes  Mis- 
on,  Room  217  Commercial  Center,  Lipa 
ity,  Batangas  4216,  Philippines 

ers— 

ow,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom,  36,  rue  Jules 
-uesde,  71200-Le  Creusot,  France 
kins,   Mr.    &   Mrs.   Pete,    12   rue   de 
ouilloux,    71300-Montceau-les- Mines, 
ranee  (85)  58.07.79 
;n,  Mr.  Terry,  4  blvd.  des  Neuf  Cles  25A, 
1000-Macon,  France  85.29.23.48 
tin,  Mr.  Dennis,   19  Rue  du  Bourg, 
1000  Dijon,  France 


In  the  United  States- 
Retired 
Altig,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Keith,  13755  E.  Walnut, 

Whittier,  CA  90602  -  (213)  693-8182 
Balzer,  Mr.  Albert,  6475  Atlantic,  408  Aloha 

Cr.,   Long  Beach,  CA  90805  -  (213) 

423-4748 
Dowdy,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Paul,  5864  Teal  Lane, 

El  Paso,  TX  79924  -  (915)  751-5889 
Hoyt,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Solon,  Rivadavia  455, 

5400  Rio  Cuarto,  Argentina,  SA. 
Jones,  Miss  Gail,  RD  4,  Box  59,  Johnstown, 

PA  15905  -  (814)  479-7428 
Kent,  Miss  Ruth,  P.O.  Box  588,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590  -  (219)  269-4657 
Kliever,  Dr.  Jake,  Grace  Village,  P.O.  Box 

337,    Winona    Lake,    IN    46590    - 

(219)  372-6135 
Maconaghy,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Hill,  4061  58th 

Ave.  N.,  Lot  206,  St.  Petersburg,  FL 

33714  -  (813)  525-4576 
Miller,    Rev.    &    Mrs.    Donald,    3901 

Drakeshire  Dr.,  Modesto,  CA  95356  - 

(209)  527-0708 
Mishler,  Miss  Marie,  62  Coach  Lane,  Akron, 

OH  44312  -  (216)  794-8728 
Sheldon,  Mrs.  Hattie,  510  Rose  Ave.,  Long 

Beach,  CA  90802 
Sickel,  Mrs.  Loree,  1462  Golden  Rain  Rd., 

Apt.  49-B,  Seal  Beach,  CA  90740 
Snyder,  Miss  Ruth,  P.O.  Box  588,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590  -  (219)  269-4657 
Tresise,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Foster,  95-303  Waioni 

St.,  Wahiawa,  HI  96786 
Williams,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert,  R.R.  8,  Box 

108,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

Medical  Retirement— 

Snyder,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Roy,  P.O.  Box  588, 
Winona  Lake,  IN  46590  - 
(219)  269-4657 

On  Furlough- 
Austin,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gary,  256  Otterbein, 
Apt.     4,     Lexington,     OH     44904     - 

419)  884-1696 
Davis,  Miss  Diana,  P.O.  Box  588,  Winona 
Lake,  IN  46590  -  (219)  269-4657 
Futch,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earl,  P.O.  Box  588, 
Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Garber,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Martin,  1407  Stetson 
Ave.,       Modesto,       CA       95350       - 

(209)  526-8682 
Goodman,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Marvin,  P.O.  Box 
588,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
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Habegger,  Miss  Mary  Ann,  c/o  505  S.  Schug 

St.,  Berne,  IN  46711 
Immel,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard,  3860  Smiley 

Rd.,       Hilliard,       OH       43026       - 

(714)  876-1649 
Johnson,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  George,  c/o  Grace 

Brethren  Church,  Box  1,  Wooster,  OH 

44691 
Mason,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harold,  R.R.  6,  Box  466, 

Warsaw,  IN  46580  -  (219)  269-6087 
Morris,  Miss  Patty,  RO.  Box  588,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590 
Schaefer,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  James,  239D  Free 

Bonnie  Ln.,  Waldorf,  MD  20601. 
Vnasdale,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Les,  91  S.  Linden  Rd., 

Mansfield,  OH  44906  -  (419)  524-6493 
Walker,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  William,  Box  601,  CR 

225S,    Winona    Lake,    IN    46590    - 

219)  267-7967 
Wilson,    Miss    Lois,    16-B    Lenape    Dr., 

Whiting,  NJ  08759 
Approved  Appointees- 
Bailey,  Mr.  Mrs.  Steve,  c/o  Third  Brethren 

Church,  204  E.  Tioga  St.,  Philadelphia, 

PA  19134  -  (215)  423-8047 
Green,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brad,  920  Rd.  200  N.,  Lot 

56,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Guiles,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dave,  1600  E.  Fort 

Wayne  St.  No.  4,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(219)  269-5346 
Peters,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom,  R.R.  8,  Box  135, 

Warsaw,  IN  46580  -  (219)  269-4853 
Sims,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mark,  Box  339,  Rt.  2, 

Pierceton,  IN  46562 
Wainwright,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack,  8317  Rising 

Sun  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  PA   19111  - 

(215)  745-9123 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1985 

Assets: 

General  Fund-  1985 

Cash  and  Investments $    449,020 

Accounts  Receivable 30,300 

Advances  and  Prepaid 

Expenses 3,294 

Equipment  Oess  depreciation) ....  32,794 

Land  and  Buildings 390,493 

Other 11,741 

Total $    917,642 

Restricted  Funds- 
Cash  and  Investments $      44,445 

Notes  Receivable 75,000 

Accrued  Interest 4,129 

Total 123,574 


Annuity  Funds- 
Cash  and  Investments 

Notes  Receivable 

Accrued  Interest 

Total 

TOTAL  OF  ALL  FUNDS 

Liabilities  and  Fund 
Balances: 
General  Fund- 
Notes  Payable 

Missionary  Outfit  Funds 

Medical  Contingency  Fund 

Other  Liabilities 

Total  Liabilities 

Fund  Balance 

Total 

Restricted  Funds- 
Accounts  Payable  

Fund  Balance  —  Relief 

Agency 

Fund  Balance  —  Field  Projects  .  .  . 

Total  

Annuity  Funds- 
Interest  Payments  Payable   

Annuities  in  Force 

Fund  Balance 

Total  

TOTAL  OF  ALL  FUNDS 


$1,41 1 


1 
S      1  J 

3  b 

_  1 

$    loii 

8112 


12  ; 


a 

26  ; 

_9;C 
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INCOME  AND  EXPENSE  STATEMENT^ 
For  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,    E 
GENERAL  FUND 

Income:  1 

Gifts- 

Undesignated 

Field 

Support  and  Outfit 

Estates 


$    24  9 

I 

2,16  S 


Total  

Interest  and  Miscellaneous 
TOTAL  INCOME 


Expenses: 
Administrational— 

General  Office 

Office  Rent 

Legal  and  Audit 

Office  Personnel 

Board  and  Office  Travel . 
Candidate  Expenses 
Total  


Promotional- 
Publications   

Publicity 

Conferences  and  Deputation  . 

Office  Personnel 

Total 


$2,46  7 

4!a 

$2,50  1 


23 
3 

7 
14  > 
3  1 


" 

$      3  6 

5  0 

6  | 
9C 

$    24  'I 
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onary  and  Field— 

ences $      21,343 

onary  Personnel 1,365,588 

jnary  Travel 83,462 

Expenditures 580,428 

I $2,050,821 

■st  . $         1,287 

lerships  and 

ibutions 6,220 

llaneous 3,781 

J $      11,288 

'AL  EXPENSES   $2,552,980 


Changes  in  Fund  Balance: 

Income  over  (Under)  Expenses  .  .  .  $(43,365) 

Fund  Transfers 20,015 

Fund  Balance  -  January  1 840,273 

Fund  Balance- 
December  31 $    816,923 


The  financial  records  el  the-  GBFMS  lor  the  year  HIBf,  have  heen  audited 
by  Dahms  and  Yarian.  Certified  Public  Accountants,  Warsaw,  Indiana- 
The  complete  audited  report  is  available  tor  inspection  at  the  Foreign 
Missions  office. 


GRACE  BRETHREN  FINANCIAL  PLANNING  SERVICE 

P.O.  Box  587,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Phone:  219/267-5161 

(A  joint  ministry  sponsored  by 

The  Grace  Brethren  Home  Missions  Council,  Inc.  and 

The  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 

Grace  Brethren  Church,  Inc.) 


Director  —  Mr.  Russel  H.  Dunlap 

West  Coast  Representative  —  Rev.  Donald  F.  Miller, 

3901  Drakeshire  Drive,  Modesto,  CA  95356 

Administrative  Assistant  —  Miss  Brenda  S.  Kent 

Executive  Committee: 

Robert  W.  Thompson,  chairman 

Brenda  S.  Kent,  Secretary 

/  N.  Chamberlain,  Walter  R.  Fretz,  Thomas  Julien,  Wendell  E.  Kent,  Stephen  R  Mason 


THE  GRACE  BRETHREN  HOME  MISSIONS 
COUNCIL,  INCORPORATED 

1401  Kings  Highway,  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  587,  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590 


Officers  and  Staff 

.-Rev.  Luke  E.  Kauffman,  613  Hilltop 

oad,  Myerstown,  PA  17067 

'res— Rev.    James    L.    Custer,    2515 

arriage  Lane,  Powell,  OH  43065 

.    and    Exec.    Dir.— Dr.    Robert    W 

hompson,  P.O.  Box  396,  Winona  Lake, 

vf  46590 

s.-Mr.  Homer  Waller,  P.O.  Box  612, 

unnyside,  WA  98944 

.  Exec  Dir.— Mr.  Larry  N.  Chamberlain, 

.R.  1,  Box  425 A,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

em  Director— Rev.  Edward  Jackson, 

312  Court  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


Southern  Director— Rev.  William  A.  Byers, 

3039  Hidden  Forest  Ct.,  Marietta,  GA 

30066 
Western  Director— Rev.  David  Marksbury, 

P.O.  Box  17148,  Long  Beach,  CA  90807 
Dir.  of  Public  Relations— Miss  Liz  Cutler, 

Route  8,  Box  59,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Comptroller— Mr.  Stephen  Galegor,  P.O.  Box 

53,  Milford,  IN  46542 
Office  Secy— Mrs.   Charles  Orlando,   111 

Mineral    Springs,    Winona    Lake,    IN 

46590 
Bookkeeper— Mrs.  John  Leonard,  Route  4, 

Box  203,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
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Co-ordinator    of   Data    Processing— Mrs. 

Cashel  Taylor,  Route  9,  Box  123,  Warsaw, 

IN  46590 
Receptionist— Mrs.  Jeanette  Scofield,  R.R. 

5,  Westhaven  Estates  No.  625,  Warsaw, 

IN  46580 

Board  of  Directors 

(Term  Ending  1987) 
Rev.  James  L.  Custer,  2515  Carriage  Lane, 

Powell,  OH  43065 
Rev.  Paul  E.  Dick,  R.  8,  Box  420,  Warsaw, 

IN  46580 
Rev.  C.  Lee  Jenkins,  P.O.  Box  273,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590 
Mr.    Williard    Smith,    400    Queen    St., 

Minerva,  OH  44657 
Mr.  Homer  Waller,  P.O.  Box  612,  Sunnyside, 

WA  98944 

(Term  Ending  1988) 
Mr.  Mark  Curtis,  3646  California  Ave.,  Long 

Beach,  CA  90807 
Rev.  Richard  P.  DeArmey,  1963  Noble  Run 

Way,  Columbus,  OH  43229 
Rev.   Luke   Kauffman,   613   Hilltop   Rd., 

Myerstown,  PA  17067 
Mr.  Joseph  Taylor,  124  N.E.  19th  Ct,  B-204, 

Manor  Grove  Village,  Wilton  Manors, 

FL  33305 

(Term  Ending  1989) 

Mr.  Morgan  Burgess,  834  Dublin-Granville 
Road,  Columbus,  OH  43229 

Rev.  Robert  D.  Fetterhoff,  912  Douglas  Dr., 
Wooster,  OH  44691 

Mr.  Jerry  Michael,  Route  4,  105  Meadow 
Dr.,  Martinsburg,  WV  25401 

Rev.  William  H.  Snell,  306  S.  Mulberry  St., 
Martinsburg,  PA  16662 

Mr.  Lloyd  Wenger,  Route  2,  Box  99,  Wood- 
ward, IA  50276 

Home  Mission  Directory 

Albuquerque,    NM    —    Heights    Grace 

Brethren  Church,  Pastor,  Rev.  Thomas 

Hughes. 
Altavista,  VA— Altavista  Grace  Brethren 

Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Thomas  Bryant. 
Atlanta,  GA,  (East)— Dakalb  Community 

Grace  Brethren  Church.   Pastor,  Rev. 

Ernest  Usher. 
Austin,    TX— Grace    Brethren    Church. 

Pastor,  Rev.  Fenton  McDonald. 
Baltimore,  MD— Grace  Brethren  Fellowship 

of  Baltimore.  Pastor,  Rev.  Elliott  (Tex) 

Hudson. 


Bradenton,  FL— Grace  Brethren  Ch  .1 

Pastor,  Rev.  Lester  Pifer. 
Brunswick,    ME— Down    East    Gfc 

Brethren  Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  D  U 

Taylor. 
Columbia,  SC— Carolina  Grace  Bret  ■; 

Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  James  Jacks 
Columbia  City,  IN— Columbia  City  C  L 

Brethren  Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Re  if i 

Ashman. 
Dallas,  TX-First  Grace  Brethren  Ch  ^ 

Pastor,  Rev.  Ronald  Guiles. 
Dryhill,    KY— Victory    Mountain    C  'c 

Brethren  Chapel.  Pastor,  Rev.  Sai  I 

Baer. 
Gettysburg,      PA— Gettysburg     G  " 

Brethren    Church.    Pastor,    Rev. 

Webb. 
Greensburg,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Chi  ] 

Pastor,  Rev.  Ronald  Smals. 
Hartford,    CT-Grace    Brethren    Chv*] 

Pastor,  Rev.  Louis  Huesmann. 
Hartford  City,  EN-Grace  Brethren  Ch 

Pastor,  Rev.  Phillip  Spence. 
Hemet,   CA— Grace   Brethren   Churc 

Hemet.  Pastor,  Rev.  Dean  Smith. 
Lakeland,   FL— Grace   Brethren   Chi 

Pastor,  Rev.  Jack  Peters,  Jr. 
Lancaster,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Chi 

Pastor,  Rev.  Greg  Stamm. 
Lexington,  KY— Grace  Brethren  Chur : 

Lexington.  Pastor,  Rev.  Al  Reilly. 
London,    OH— Grace    Brethren    Chi'l 

Pastor,  Rev.  Michael  Rockafellow.  I 
Macedonia,  OH— Western  Reserve  C< 

Brethren  Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Rcfl 

Boehm. 
Makakilo,  HI— Makakilo  Grace  Bret  2 

Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Nathan  Leig' 
Marion,    OH— Grace    Brethren    Chi'] 

Pastor,  Rev.  Dean  Risser. 
Medina,    OH— Medina    Grace    Bret's 

Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Daniel  Najinji 
Milroy,  PA— Milroy  Grace  Brethren  Ch  :: 

Pastor,  Rev.  Douglas  Sabin. 
Naples,    FL— Grace    Brethren    Chi':] 

Pastor,  Rev.  Daniel  Thompson. 
North  Pole,  AK-North  Pole  Grace  Brett 

Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Genta 
Ocala,  FL-Ocala  Grace  Brethren  Ch'  i 

Pastor,  Rev.  Charles  Davis. 
Palm    Harbor    (Clearwater),    FL— 1 

Harbor  Grace  Brethren  Church.  Pa 

Rev.  Kurt  Miller. 
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ler,  MA— New  Beginning  Grace 
•ethren  Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  James 
unt. 

Grove,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church, 
erville,  CA— Sierra  View  Grace 
-ethren  Church.  Pastor,  Rev.  Darrell 
iderson. 

-sford,  PA— Tri-County  Grace  Brethren 
lurch.  Pastor,  Rev.  Kenneth  Cosgrove. 
Bernardino,  CA— Grace  Brethren 
lurch.  Pastor,  Rev.  Ward  Miller. 
;oga  Springs,  NY— Grace  Brethren 
lurch  of  Saratoga  Springs.  Pastor,  Rev. 
lester  Sparzak. 

mans  Valley,  PA— Shermans  Valley 
-ace  Brethren  Church.  Pastor,  Rev. 
-ad  Lambright. 

e,    VT— Mansfield    Grace    Brethren 
lurch.  Pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Smoker. 
11a,    AK— Wasilla    Grace    Brethren 
lurch.  Pastor,  Rev.  Chris  Hayes, 
i,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church.  Pastor, 
>v.  Earl  Pittman. 

GRACE  BRETHREN 
NAVAJO  MINISTRIES,  INC. 

-  Counselor,  NM  87018  - 
(Telephone:  505/568-4454) 
Larry  Wedertz,  superintendent, 
lonaries:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Wedertz, 
tnd  Mrs.  Wayne  Aites,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Butler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Champion, 
ind  Mrs  Johnson  Chiquito,  Miss  Angie 
er,  Miss  Dianna  Graney,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Juday,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Lathrop, 
Rhoda  Leistner,  Miss  Elaine  Marpel, 
Betty  Masimer,  Mr.  Tim  Montgomery, 
nd  Mrs.  Roy  Sam,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
ipson,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Trujillo. 

ches  sponsored  by  the  Navajo  Mission: 
r  Hill  Navajo  Grace  Brethren  Church 
"ully  Butler) 

Mesa  Navajo  Grace  Brethren  Church 
ohnson  Chiquito) 

Lake  Community  Grace  Brethren 
hurch  (John  Trujillo) 


STATEMENT  OF 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION 

December  31,  1985 

Con- 
solidated 
Report* 

ASSETS: 
Current  Assets 

Cash $      71,796 

Offerings  and  other  receipts 

in  Transit   238,575 

Savings  &  Securities 15,797 

Current  portion  of  notes 

receivable 8,300 

Accrued  interest  and 

other  current  assets   9,629 

Accounts  Receivable   14,647 

Total  Current  Assets $    358,744 

Property  and  Equipment 

Land 36,000 

Buildings 371,590 

Mission  Real  Estate    336,637 

Vehicles 130,286 

Photo  Equipment 22,431 

Other  Equipment    114,010 

1,010,954 

Less  Accumulated  Depr -212,704 

Net  Equipment   $    798,250 

Investments:  Other  Assets 

Notes  Receivable 81,756 

Contributed  Property 17,200 

Annuities  Invested    593,852 

Leasehold  Interest,  net 19,141 

Total  Invest./Other  Assets    $    711,949 

TOTAL  ASSETS $1,868,943 

LIABILITIES: 
Current  Liabilities 

Notes  Payable    $    171,200 

Current  Long  Term  Debt 17,196 

Accounts  Payable 45,902 

Accrued  Annuity  Payment 9,644 

Payroll  Withholdings 288 

Total  Current  Liab $    244,230 

Long  Term  Debt,  net 245,994 

Annuities  &  Trusts 730,609 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES $1,220,833 

EQUITY 648,110 

TOTAL  LIAB.  &  EQUITY   $1,868,943 


*The  Consolidated  Report  includes  the  Council,  and 
the  Missions  Building. 


STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS: 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1985 

Consoli- 
dated Report 

Revenues: 

Offerings $1,113,957 

Estates  &  Annuities 75,772 

Rent   47,383 
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Interest  

Other    

Operating  Expenses: 

Direct  Assistance 

Administration 

Promotion 

Payments  to  Annuitants 

Excess  (deficit)  of  revenues  over 
operating  expenses 

Other  Income  (expense): 

Assets  received  on  dissolutions  . 

Disposition  of  Assets 


54,420 
7,219 


61,298,751 

848,007 
431,143 
114,369 
64,280 
£1,457,799 


50,146 
-1,633 


Interest -J; 

Net  Income/Loss $  -1 

Equity,  beginning  of  year 71 

Equity,  end  of  year $    61 

*The  Consolidated  Report  includes  the  Counci  , 
Missions  Building. 

These  Reports  and  the  supporting  record  i 
audited  by  the  CPA  firm  Ashman,  Targgart  an  \ 
nion,  P.C.  A  copy  of  their  report  is  available 
written  request. 


GRACE  BRETHREN  INVESTMENT 
FOUNDATION,  INCORPORATED 

P.O.  Box  587,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


The  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Founda- 
tion has  the  same  officiary  as  the  Grace 
Brethren  Home  Missions  Council,  Inc., 
Winona  Lake,  Indiana. 

Officers  and  Staff 

Pres  —  Rev.  Luke  E.  Kauffman,  613  Hilltop 

Road,  Myerstown,  PA  17067 
V.    Pres.— Rev.    James    L.    Custer,    2515 

Carriage  Lane,  Powell,  OH  43065 
Secy,  and  Exec.  Dir.— Dr.  Robert  W.  Thomp- 
son, P.O.  Box  396,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590 
Treas.-Mr.  Homer  Waller,  P.O.  Box  612 

Sunnyside,  WA  98944 
Asst.  Exec.  Dir.— Mr.  Larry  N.  Chamberlain 

R.R.  1,  Box  425 A,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Dir.  of  GBIF-Mr.  Walter  R.  Fretz,  R.R.  8 

Box  87A,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Comptroller— Mr.  Stephen  Galegor,  R.R.  2 

Box  87  A,  Milford,  IN  46542 
Eastern  Director— Rev.  Edward  Jackson 

1012  Court  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Southern  Director— Rev.  William  A.  Byers 

3039  Hidden  Forest  Ct.,  Marietta,  GA 

30066 
Western  Director— Rev.  David  Marksbury, 

P.O.  Box  17148,  Long  Beach,  CA  90807 
Secy.-Mrs.  Bill  D  Figert,  R.R.  8,  Box  271 

Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Bookkeeper— Mrs.  Donald  Ogden,  R.R.  8 

Box  245,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Clerical  Asst— Mrs.  David  Koontz,  R.R.  8 

Lake  Sharon,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 


Board  of  Directors 

Mr.  Morgan  Burgess 

Mr.  Mark  Curtis 

Rev.  James  Custer 

Rev.  Richard  DeArmey 

Rev.  Paul  Dick 

Rev.  Robert  Fetterhoff 

Rev.  C.  Lee  Jenkins 

Rev.  Luke  Kauffman 

Mr.  Jerry  Michael 

Mr.  Williard  Smith 

Rev.  William  Snell 

Mr.  Joseph  Taylor 

Mr.  Homer  Waller 

Mr.  Lloyd  Wenger 

STATEMENT  OF  FINANCIAL  I 

CONDITION 

May  31,  1986 

ASSETS: 

Cash  and  Investments    $3,61  I 

Accrued  Interest  Receivable ISf 

Loans  Receivable 9,84f> 

Equipment  (Net) 1  '■ 

Other  Assets   

Total  Assets $13,5?  1 

LIABILITIES  AND  FUND 
BALANCE 

Savings  Accounts $12,2*  i 

Accrued  Interest  Payable   IV 

Other  Liabilities 

Total  Liabilities $12,3'.) 

Fund  Balance 1,21,5 

Total  Liabilities  and  Fund  Balance    $13,5E ! 
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above  statements  and  supporting  financial 
-ds  have  been  audited  by  the  firm  of  Dahms 
Varian,  Warsaw,  Indiana,  Certified  Public  Ac- 
tants.  The  auditor's  opinion  and  complete 
icial  statements  can  be  examined  by  any  cor- 
te  member  in  the  offices  of  the  Grace 
hren  Investment  Foundation,  Inc. 

STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 
For  Fiscal  Year  ended  May  31,  1986 

RATING  INCOME: 

•est  on  Loans   $    843,909 

•est  on  Investments 332,286 

t  Operating  Income 2,817 


Total  Operating  Income   $1,179,012 

OPERATING  EXPENSES: 

Interest  on  Savings  Accounts  ....  $    820,431 

Salaries  and  Services 91,136 

Contributions 42,499 

Data  Processing 16,718 

Other  Administrative  Expenses  .  .  92,504 

Total  Operating  Expenses   $  1,063,288 

Other  Income  and  Expense 4,335 

NET  INCOME $    120,059 


*Copies  of  the  audited  statement  containing  the  Auditor's 
opinion  are  available  at  our  offices  at  1401  Kings  Highway, 
Box  587,  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590. 


GRACE  SCHOOLS 

200  Seminary  Drive,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


Administration 

n  J.  Davis,  President 

William  Male,  Dean  of  the  Seminary 

ice  A.  Yoder,  Academic  Dean  of  the 

ollege 

ip  Dick,  Director  of  Athletics 

Henry,  Director  of  College  Admissions 

iam  Darr,  Director  of  Library  Services 

Lowrie,  Director  of  the  Division  of 

hristian  School  Education 

11a    Sherman    (Miss),    Director    of 

lursing 

Shipley,  Registrar 

l    Meadors,    Director    of   Seminary 

dmissions 

ge  Zemek,  Director  of  Doctoral  Studies 

Student  Services 

niel  M.  Snively,  Dean  of  Students 
e  Barlow,  Associate  Dean  of  Students 
ph  Bishop,  College  Chaplain 
id    Brown,    Director    of    Seminary 
lace  me  nt 

Heim    (Mrs.),    Associate    Dean    of 
tudents 

rew  Galvin,  College  Retention  Officer 
d  Plaster,  Assistant  to  the  Seminary 
tean  for  Student  Affairs 
'  Rowe  (Mrs.),  Housing  Director 
ie  Kirkpatrick  (Miss),  Director  of  Col- 
:ge  Placement 
ine  Taylor  (Mrs.),  School  Nurse 


Business  and  Financial  Matters 

*Ronald  E.  Clinger,  Director  of  Business 

Affairs 
Richard  Brundage,  Director  of  Supporting 

Services 
Donald  Fluke,  Director  of  Data  Processing 
Marlin  Rose,  Director  of  Physical  Plant 
William  Hofto,  Controller 
Steve  Petty,  Director  of  Financial  Aid 
Earl  Thurston,  Director  of  Food  Service 

Development  Department 

* Jerry  Twombly,  Director 

Robin    Penfold    (Mrs.),    Administrative 

Assistant 
Michael  Boze,  Director  of  Publications  and 

Media 
Don  Ogden,  Director  of  Alumni  Affairs 
Dewey  Melton,  Field  Representative 
Read  Morrison,  Director  of  Annual  Fund 
Joel  Curry,  Director  of  Information  Services 
Rob  Wilkins,  News  Services  Coordinator 

*Members  of  the  President's  Administrative 
Council 

Officers  of  the  Corporation 

President—  Dr.  John  J.  Davis 
Secretary/Treasurer    —    Mr.    Ronald    E. 

Clinger 
Assistant  Secretary  —  Mr.  Ronald  J.  Kinley 


Board  of  Trustees 

(Term  ending  1987) 
Mr.  Charles  R.  Doyen,  719  Gaillard  Street, 

La  Verne,  California  91750 
Mr.  Marion  Forrest,  481  Ridgedale  Drive 

North,  Worthington,  Ohio  43085 
+Mr.  Ted  Franchino,  101  East  12th  Street, 

Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590 
Rev.   F.   Thomas  Inman,   2244   Fernwood 

Drive,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  80910 
Rev.    G.    Forrest    Jackson,    172    Burgess 

Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio  45415 
Rev.  Lester  W.  Kennedy,  241  East  29th 

Street,  Buena  Vista,  Virginia  24416 
Dr.    David   W.    Miller,    Grace   Fellowship 

Church,   6095   Orange   Avenue,   Long 

Beach,  California  90805 
+Dr.  John  P.  Morgan,  17341  S.R.  37,  Mt. 

Blanchard,  Ohio  45867 
Rev.  Charles  G.  Thornton,  Route  1,  Box 

242A,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa  50063 

(Term  Ending  1988) 
Mr.  John  Armstrong,  544  West  Pleasant 

Home  Road,  Wooster,  Ohio  44691 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Boze,  Route  1,  Box  244 -V, 

Berne,  Indiana  46711 
Rev.  Paul  Dick,  Route  8,  Box  420,  Warsaw, 

Indiana  46580 
+Rev.  Ronald  A.  Guiles,  6421  Fairview 

Drive,  Watauga,  Texas  76148 
Dr.  Donald  Hedrick,  15033  Lodosa  Drive, 

Whittier,  California  90605 
+Mr.  Richard  Holmes,  secretary,  427  David 

Street,  Smithville,  Ohio  44677 
Mr.  Thomas  Horney,  2811  Prospect  N.E., 

Box  59,  Middlebranch,  Ohio  44652 
Rev.  Clyde  K.  Landrum,  1108  Chestnut 

Avenue,  Winona  Lake,  Indiana  46590 
+Rev.  Jerry  Young,  chairman,  RD  1,  Box 

113R,  Manheim,  Pennsylvania  17545 

(Term  Ending  1989) 
Rev.  John  Burke,  1434  Lyon,  Waterloo,  Iowa 

50702 
Mr.  Ralph  H.  Grady,  1168  Ridgemont  Road, 

Waterloo,  Iowa  50701 
+Mr.  Ronald  J.  Kinley,  vice  chairman,  905 

East  Center  Street,  Warsaw,  Indiana 

46580 
Mr.  Chris  G.  Lapp,  270  Brook  Farm  Road, 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania  17601 
Mr.  Lowell  A.  Miller,  5455  West  Virginia 

Avenue,  Lakewood,  Colorado  80226 
Rev.  R.  Paul  Miller,  630  Laura  Avenue, 

Altamonte  Springs,  Florida  32714 


+Mr.  William  Snoddy,  197  Twp.  Road  itl,i 

West  Salem,  Ohio  44287 
Mr.   H.   Dwight  Stair,  510  Oak  Stottj| 

Wadsworth,  Ohio  44281 
Rev.  Larry  Wedertz,  Brethren  Navajo  '.  )  m 

sion,  Counselor,  New  Mexico  8701  I  | 

+Members  and  officers  of  the  Execu  i& 
Committee 


1986-87 
Faculty  Members  and 
Administrative  Officers 

C=College,  S  =  Seminary 
CS=Both  College  and  Seminary 

Allender,  Dan  B.  (S),  Assistant  Professi 

Biblical  Counseling 
Averbeck,  Richard  E.  (S),  Assistant 

fessor  of  Old  Testament 
Barlow,  Bruce  S.  W.  (C),  Associate  Dea 

Students 
Beaver,  S.  Wayne  (Dr.)  (CS),  Associate 

fessor  of  Missions;  Director,  Gradi 

School  of  Missions 
Belanger,  Leo  (C),  Instructor  in  Nurs: 
Benyousky,  Frank  (C),  Assistant  Profe 

of  English 
Bishop,  Joe  (C),  Chaplain 
Boozel,  Margaret  (Mrs.)  (C),  Associate  i 

fessor  of  Nursing 
Bowling,  James  (Dr.)  (C),  Associate 

fessor  of  Education  and  Psychology 
Brown,  David  S.  (S),  Director  of  Student 

tivities  and  Placement 
dinger,    Ronald    E.    (CS),    Director 

Business  Affairs 
Clutter,  Ronald  T  (Dr.)  (S),  Associate 

fessor  of  Theology 
Coverstone,  Jean  L.  (Mrs.)  (C),  Assoc 

Professor  of  Art 
Crabb,  Larry  J.,  Jr.  (Dr.)  (S),  Professc 

Biblical  Counseling 
Darr,  William  E.  (CS),  Director  of  Lib 

Services 
Davis,  Arthur  W.  (C),  Associate  Professc 

Art 
Davis,  John  J.  (Dr.)  (CS),  President, 

fessor  of  Old  Testament  and  Hebre 
Deane,    Vilas    E.    (Dr.)   (C),    Professoi 

Mathematics 
DeYoung,  Donald  B.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professc 

Physics 
Dick,  E.  Philip  (C),  Director  of  Athle 

Assistant    Professor    of    Health 

Physical  Education 
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ling,  Richard  A.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
jington,  Thomas  (C),  Assistant  Professor 
of  Psychology    (on    leave    of   absence 
1986-87) 

ts,  Verna  M.  (Mrs.)  (C),  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Music  (Piano) 
Ids,  Weston  W.  (Dr.)  (C),  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Bible,  Classical  Languages,  and 
Hermeneutics  (on  leave  of  absence 
1986-87) 

ike,  Donald  (CS),  Director  of  Data  Pro- 
cessing; part-time  instructor  in  Com- 
puter Science 

■bes,  W.  Merwin  (Dr.)  (C),  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Biblical  Studies 
•eman,  Janet  (Mrs.)  (C),  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Business 

vler,  Donald  L.  (Dr.)  (CS),  Professor  of  Old 
Testament 

lvin,  Andy  (C),  Director  of  Retention 
rdon,  William  P.  (C),  Associate  Professor 
of  Economics  and  Business 
ill,  E.  Michael  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 
Psychology 

ill,  Stephen  A.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 
Communication 

im,  Lisa  (Mrs.)  (C),  Associate  Dean  of 
Students 

nry,  Ron  (C),  Director  of  College  Admis- 
sions; Associate  Professor  of  History 
rrick,  Dennis  R.  (Dr.)  (C),  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Music 

debrandt,  Theodore  (Dr.)  (C),  Associate 
Professor  of  Biblical  Studies 
use,  Cynthia  (Mrs.)  (C),  Instructor  in 
Nursing 

mberd,  Jesse  D.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 
Science  and  Mathematics 
freys,  Richard  E.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 
Biochemistry 

tit,  Homer  A.,  Jr.  (Dr.)  (S),  Professor  of 
New  Testament 

ssler,  James  C.  (C),  Associate  Professor 
of  Health  and  Physical  Education 
.vatch,  Jeff  (C),  Associate  Athletic  Direc- 
tor; Part-time  Instructor  in  Health  and 
Physical  Education 

'elady,  Edgar  J.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 
English,  Greek,  and  Linguistics 
vrie,  Roy  (Dr.)  (S),  Director  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Christian  School  Education;  Pro- 
fessor of  Education 

le,  E.  William  (Dr.)  (S),  Dean  of  the 
Seminary;  Professor  of  Christian 
Education 


Manahan,  Ronald  E.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 

Biblical  Studies 
Mathisen,  Robert  R.  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of 

History 
Meadors,   Gary   T.   (Dr.)  (S),   Director   of 

Seminary  Admissions;  Professor  of  New 

Testament  and  Greek 
Nesbitt,  James  (Dr.)  (C),  Professor  of  Modern 

Languages 
Ogden,  Donald  E.  (CS),  Director  of  Alumni 

Relations;  Professor  of  Music 
Overstreet,  R.  Larry  (Dr.)  (S),  Professor  of 

Homiletics 
Owen,    Marie    (Mrs.)    (C),    Instructor    in 

Nursing 
Owens,  Lowell  T  (C),  Associate  Professor  of 

Business 
Plaster,   David   R.   (S),   Assistant  to   the 

Seminary   Dean   for  Student   Affairs; 

Assistant     Professor     of     Pastoral 

Ministries 
Sandy,  D.  Brent  (Dr.)  (CS),  Professor  of 

Classical  and  Ancient  Languages 
Sauders,  Paulette  (Mrs.)  (C),  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  English 
Sherman,  Rozella  (Miss)  (C),  Director  and 

Associate  Professor  of  Nursing 
Shipley,  Jim  A.  (CS),  Registrar 
Slusher,  David  (CS),  Assistant  Director  of 

Library  Services 
Snider,  R.  Wayne  (C),  Professor  of  History 
Snively,  Daniel  M.  (C),  Dean  of  Students; 

Assistant  Professor  of  Sociology 
Taylor,  Kenneth  N.  (C),  Associate  Professor 

of  Sociology 
Twombly,    Gerald    H.    (CS),    Director    of 

Development 
Varney,    Thomas   R.    (CS),    Instructor   in 

Psychology 
Whitcomb,  John  C.  (Dr.)  (S),  Professor  of 

Theology  and  Old  Testament 
Yoder,  Marilyn  J.  (Mrs.)  (C),  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Teacher  Education 
Yoder,  Vance  A.  (Dr.)  (C),  Academic  Dean, 

Professor  of  Music 
Zemek,  George  J.  (Dr.)  (CS),  Professor  of 

Theology  and  Old  Testament;  Director 

of  Doctoral  Studies 


41 


Emeritus  Faculty 

Boyer,  James  L.  (Dr.),  Professor  Emeritus 
Hamilton,  Mabel  (Mrs.),  Librarian  Emeritus 
Hoyt,  Herman  A.  (Dr.),  President  Emeritus 
Kriegbaum,  Arnold  R.,  Dean  of  Students 

Emeritus 
Uphouse,  Miriam  M.  (Mrs.),  Associate  Dean 

of  Students  Emeritus 

Alumni  Associations 

Donald  Ogden,  Director 
Leslie  Murrill,  Secretary 

College  Alumni  Executive  Committee 

Christy  Barlow 

Gladys  Deloe 
Ted  Franchino 

Ron  Henry 
Charles  Hunter 

Donna  Miller 
Miriam  Pacheco 
Gary  Woolman 

Seminary  Alumni  Executive  Committee 

Robert  Arenobine 
Jesse  Deloe 
Ivan  French 

Ed  Lewis 
Dave  Plaster 
Charles  Smith 


1985-86  Pre  Audit 
Condensed  Financial  Report 
Balance  Sheet,  May  31,  1986 
ASSETS: 

Cash  and  equivalent $  52,366 

Investments-other 47,939 

Accounts  receivable: 

Students 236,958 

Other 92,375 

Inventories 222,510 

Prepaid  expenses  and  deposits  48,7 15 

Deferred  charges 33,312 

Total  Assets $  734,175 

LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES: 

Accounts  payable $    126,835 

Accrued  expenses 362,101 

Deposits 34,208 

Deferred  credits 211,031 

Fund  balance: 

Beginning  of  year 153,828 

Current  year  deficit $(   258,282) 

42 


Transfer  from  annuity  fund 
End  of  year 

Total   Liabilities    and   Fund 
Balance   


104/ 6  I 


734,r 


General  Fund  Statement  of  Revenue;  i 
Expenditures,  and  Transfers 

For  the  Year  Ended  May  31,  1986    : 
REVENUES: 
Educational  &  General: 

Tuition  &  fees $4,145,4  <: 

Gifts 828,C 

Endowment  income 16,2 

Other 109,9 

Total  educational  and 

general $5,099,7 

Auxiliary  Enterprises: 

Housing $    790,3 

Food  service 720,6 

Other 320,4 

Total  auxiliary 

enterprises $1,831,4 

Other  sources $    134,3 

Total  revenues   $7,065,6 

EXPENDITURES: 

Educational  &  general: 

Instructional $2,198,0 

Academic  support 396,9  . 

Student  services 901,0'f  1 

Institutional  support 940,4. 

Operation  and  maintenance 

of  plant 567,3.' 

Student  aid 514,5' 

Transfers (51,83 

Total    educational    and 

general $5,446,51 

Auxiliary  enterprises: 

Housing $    832,41 

Food  service 621,8!! 

Other 403,0f' 

Renewals  &  replacements 
Total  auxiliary 

enterprises $1,857,3', 

Total  expenditures $7,323,9: 

SurplusADeficit) $  (258,28; 


THE  BRETHREN  MISSIONARY 
HERALD  COMPANY,  INCORPORATED 
P.O.  Box  544,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


Board  of  Trustees 

(Term  Ending  1987) 

E.  William  Male 

Russell  Ogden 

Maynard  Tittle 

(Term  Ending  1988) 
George  Allenbaugh 

Larry  Gegner 
Gerald  Polman 

H.  Don  Rough 

(Term  ending  1989) 

James  Bustraan 

Ralph  Colburn 

Gerald  Kelley 

Paul  Woodruff 

Officers  of  the  Board 

Pres.  —  James  Bustraan 
V.  Pres.  -  Maynard  Tittle 

Secy.  —  Gerald  Polman 

Asst.  Secy.  —  H.  Don  Rough 

Treas.  —  Ralph  Colburn 

/lember-at-Large  —  E.  William  Male 

raid  Magazine  Editorial  Committee 

E.  William  Male,  Gerald  Polman 
Maynard  Tittle 

Staff 

Publisher  &  General  Manager  — 

Charles  Turner 

Asst.  to  Gen.  Mgr.,  Printing  — 

Kenneth  Herman 

ist.  to  Gen.  Mgr.,  Finances  and  Retail 

Sales  —  Jo  Disbro 

Finance  Office  —  Carol  Forbes 

Sunday  School  Sales  — 

bbette  Ridenour  and  Frances  Ashman 

omputer  Operation,  Mailing  Lists  — 

Delia  Nagel 

Herald  Subscriptions  — 

Bobbette  Ridenour 

tiling  Department  —  Frances  Ashman 

and  Bill  Patterson 

Maintenance  —  Bill  Patterson 

Herald  Bookstore 

Ralph  Burns,  LaNita  French 
and  Tom  Bailey 


Herald  Magazine 

Publisher  —  Charles  W  Turner 
Managing  Editor  —  Hart  and  Hart  Adv. 

Composition  —  Mike  Baker,  Omega  Sandy 

Daily  Devotions 

Composition  and  Copy  Acquisitions  — 
Omega  Sandy 

BMH  Printing 

Manager  and  Director  of  Production  — 

Kenneth  E.  Herman 

Asst.  Mgr.  —  John  Leonard 

Pressroom  Supt.  —  Don  Cake 

Pre-Press  Supt.  —  David  Beeson 

Composition  —  Mike  Baker,  Greg  Hoffert, 

Omega  Sandy 

Pressmen  —  Don  Cake,  Scott  Kantenwein, 

Tom  Miller 

Bindery  —  Scott  Kantenwein, 

Gurney  Smith 

Staff  —  Charlotte  Austin 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Year  Ending  December  31,  1985 

ASSETS: 

Current  Assets 

Cash  and  Certificates  Deposit$  169,422.06 

Accounts  Receivable 86,882 

Refundable  Payroll  Tax 1,349.15 

Inventory-Merchandise    ....  436,862.85 

Marketable  Securities 1,162.87 

Contract  Receivables 1,387.26 

Prepaid  Expenses 15,851.83 

Total  Current  Assets $  712,918.02 

Investments $  434,066.90 

Non-Current  Assets 

Land  $  5,000.00 

Buildings 307,855.46 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 165,829.37 

Print  Shop  Equipment 233,286.01 

Vehicles 22,026.15 

Total $  733,996.99 

Less— accumulated 

depreciation   $  471,297.52 

Net  Property  -  Equip 262,699.47 

Other  Assets 

Contract  Receivables 3,809.28 


Less 

Current  Portion 1,387.26 

Total  Other  Assets $        2,422.02 

TOTAL  ASSETS $1,412,106.41 

LIABILITIES  AND 

NET  WORTH 

Current  liabilities 

Accounts  payable $      24,839.30 

Employee  Payroll  Deductions  240.00 

Notes  Payable 36,099.84 

Notes  Payable, 

Current  Portion 12,000.00 

Accrued  Interest 1,523.76 

Employee  Tax  Payable 1,232.66 

Total  Current  Liabilities   .  $      75,935.56 

Long-Term  Liabilities 

Notes  Payable 38,400.00 

Less  Current 12,000.00 

Total  Long  Term  Liabilities!  26,400.00 

Other  Liabilities 

Gift  Annuities   $11,500.00 

Total  Liabilities $113,835.56 

Fund  Balance   $1,298,270.85 

Total  Liabilities  and 

Fund  Balance $1,412,106.41 


CONDENSED  OPERATING  SHEET 
Income 

Merchandise  Sales $l,265,20n  . 

Cooperating  Boards 77,38( i.fi 

Rentals   3,54(|H 

Interest  and  miscellaneous  .         42,071  li 
Sale  Fixed  Assets  & 

Securities   14,36l(J! 

Bad  Debt  Recovery 5,25!  (.  | 

Finance  Charges  and 

Special  Offerings 2,711.1  J 

Total  Business  Income  .  .  .  $1,410,54;  'i 
Cost 

Purchases $    650.10E  .;  I 

Salaries 291,52]"' 

Operating  expenses 333,30*  • 

Free  Literature 10,081    '.' 

Rental  Expenses 3,49c  , 

Administrative  Expenses.  .  .         11,46E. 

Total  Business  Costs $1,299,969    ' 

Total  Business  Gain 110,573* 

Publication  Offering 34,651 .  , 

Expenses   10,082 ' 

Offering  Net  Gain 24,569 

Total  Net  Income $135,142  [ 


THE  BRETHREN  WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 


Theme  for  1986-87 

A  Woman's  Heart  —  In  Harmony  With  God 
(Proverbs  4:23  NASB) 

WMC  Officiary 

President— Mrs.    Margie    Devan,    5922 

Brethren    Rd.,    Roanoke,    VA    24014 

(Tel.  703/774-5697) 
1st  Vice  Pres  —  Mrs.  Geneva  Inman,  2244 

Fernwood   Dr.,   Colorado   Springs,   CO 

80910,  (Tel.  303/597-2620) 
2nd  Vice  Pres— Mrs.  Janet  Minnix,  3314 

Kenwick  Trail  S.W.,  Roanoke,  VA  24018, 

(Tel.  703/774-4078) 
Secretary— Mrs.    Debbie    Adams,    RD    4, 

Box    93A,    Kittanning,    PA    16201 

(Tel.  412/763-3497) 
Asst.  Sec-Mrs.  Betty  Ogden,  8400  Good 

Luck    Rd.,    Lanham,    MD    20706, 

(Tel.  301/552-9660) 
Financial  Sec.-Treas.— Miss  Joyce  Ashman, 

602  Chestnut  Ave.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590,  (Tel.  219/267-7588) 


Asst.  Fin.  Sec-Treas— Mrs.  Ella  Risser,  8 

S.    Prospect,    Marion,    OH    4330  ( 

(Tel.  614/383-4197) 
Literature  Sec— Mrs.  Lillian  Teeter,  27( 

Sharon  St.,   Winona  Lake,  IN  465!. 

(Tel.  219/267-5513) 
Prayer  Chairman— Mrs.  Ruth  Snyder,  El 

Box    588,    Winona    Lake,    IN    4655' 

(Tel.  219/269-4657) 
Editor— Miss   Nora   Macon,    705   Terra< 

Dr.,      Winona     Lake,     IN     4659 

(Tel.  219/267-7527) 
Coordinator  of  Girls  Ministries— Miss  Si' 

Rike,  Rt.  8,  Box  138,  Warsaw,  IN  4658 

(Tel.  219/267-3437) 


District  Presidents  1986-87 

Allegheny— Mrs.  Ronzil  (Becky)  Jarvis,  R( 

Box  69,  Listie,  PA  15549 
Arctic-Mrs.  Ted  (Carol)  Titus,  Box  418 

Kenai,  AK  99611 
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orida,    East    Central— Mrs.    Richard 

(Yvonne)  Maxson,  2400  N.E.  14th  Ct. 

Silver  Springs,  FL  32688 

)rida,    South— Mrs.    Melvyn    (Connie) 

Kooper,    11404    N.W.    2nd    Terrace, 

Okeechobee,  FL  33472 

>rida,  Suncoast— Mrs.  Ralph  (Betty)  Hall, 

6611    Heritage   Lane,   Bradenton,   FL 

33529 

iwaii— Mrs.  Paul  (Sharon)  Lucas,  924A 

Robinson  Ave.,  Pearl  City,  HI  96782 

liana— Mrs.  Larry  (Darlene)  Edwards, 

417  W.  Water  St.,  Box  277,  Berne,  IN 

46711 

va-Midlands— Mrs.  Dean  (Shirley)  Travis, 

1425  York,  Des  Moines,  IA  50316 

chigan— Mrs.  Cecil  (Clair)  Stice,  P.O.  Box 

355,  Sawyer,  MI  49125 

dAtlantic— Mrs.    Thomas    (Verlyn) 

Mahaffey,    250    Philadelphia    Ave., 

Waynesboro,  PA  17268 

luntain-Plains— Miss    Doris    Shrauger, 

1119  B,  St.,  Beaver  City,  NE  68926 

rthern-Atlantic— Miss    Darlene    Kauff- 

man,  2462  Brookwood  St.,  Harrisburg, 

PA  17104 

r-Cal- 

rth   Central   Ohio— Mrs.   Dale   (Ruth) 

Berry,  2296  Kentwood  Rd.,  Mansfield, 

OH  44903 

rtheastern    Ohio— Mrs.    John    (Gloria) 

Armstrong,  544  W  Pleasant  Home  Rd., 

Wooster,  OH  44691 

rthwest— Mrs.  Harold  (Laura)  Peugh,  P.O. 

Box  189,  Harrah,  WA  98933 

Hal  Arizona— Mrs.  Clark  (Helen)  Miller, 

13138  Michelle  Circle,  Whittier,  CA 

90605 

athern— Mrs.  Mike  (Joyce)  Wingfield,  Rt. 

1,  Box  431,  Telford,  TN  37690 

athern  Ohio— Miss  Wilma  Hartley,  7565 

W  St.,  Rt.  571,  West  Milton,  OH  45383 

ithwest— Mrs.  Roger  (Dottie)  Moore,  7608 

Basin  Creek  Ct.,  N.W.  Albuquerque,  NM 

87120 

rginia— Mrs.  Gordon  (Evelyn)  McDonald, 

2343  Cantle  Lane,  S.W.,  Roanoke,  VA 

24018 

:st  Penn— Mrs.  Kenneth  (Kathy)  Bowers, 

722  Thomas  St.,  Roaring  Spring,  PA 

16673 


WMC  PEN  POINTERS,  1986-87 
PERSONAL  OBJECTIVES 

1.  Read  and  study  the  Bible  regularly. 

2.  Be  a  faithful  prayer  warrior. 

(See  Pen  Pointer,  "Women  Manifesting 
Christ") 

3.  Active  in  Evangelism. 

(See  Pen  Pointer,  "Women  Manifesting 
Christ") 

4.  Encourage  increased  interest  in  SMM 
or  aid  in  the  establishment  of  SMM  in 
your  local  church. 

5.  Give  regularly  to  WMC  —  time,  talent, 
and  money  as  the  Lord  leads  and  pros- 
pers. (See  Pen  Pointer,  "Working  in  My 
Church") 

6.  Support  regular  family  devotions. 

(See  Pen  Pointer,  "What  is  WMC?") 
Use  of  Daily  Devotions  is  suggested. 

COUNCIL  OBJECTIVES 

1 .  Observe  a  special  time  of  prayer  on  the 
15th  day  of  each  month. 

(Pen  Pointer,  "How  To.") 

2.  Emphasize  prayer  for  BSLV  members, 
for  district  youth  who  made  decisions 
for  full  time  Christian  service. 

3.  Support  district  rallies  and  projects. 

4.  Contribute  to  Major  Offerings: 
(PLEASE  send  all  money  to  the  Na- 
tional WMC  Financial  Secretary,  Joyce 
Ashman,  USING  the  proper  offering 
slip  from  the  Treasurer's  sheet  in  the 
Program  Packet.  Make  CHECKS 
PAYABLE  TO-GRACE  BRETHREN 
NATIONAL  WMC.) 

a .  September,  October,  November 
HOME  MISSIONS  -  Goal  $9,000 
Send  before  December  10th 
PROJECT:  Navajo  Mission-  Angie 
Garber  House  (6-8  apartments  for 
temporary  help  at  the  mission). 

Thank  Offering  for 

GBC  Christian  Ed  -  Goal  $1.50  per 
member  per  year 
Send  before  December  10th 
PROJECT:  Typesetting  computer 
for  office  in  Winona  Lake. 

b.  December,  January,  February 
GRACE    SCHOOLS    -    Goal 
$8,000 

Send  before  March  10th 
Project:    Seminary    secretarial 
computerization 
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NOTE:  Since  SMM  is  the  heart  of 

WMC  . .  . 

NATIONAL  SMM  OFFERING 

(SMM  Girl  of  the  Year  Scholarship 
and  sponsorship  of  Director  of 
SMM-Christian  Education  Depart- 
ment.) We  suggest  a  minimum  of 
$3.00  a  year  per  member. 
NOTE:  Send  before  March  10th 
Goal  $7,000 

c.  March,  April,  May 
FOREIGN   MISSIONS   -   Goal 
$9,000 

Send  before  June  10th 

Project:   Copy  machine  for  home 

office 

MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  YEAR 

OFFERING  may  be  given  in  the 

month  of  your  birthday   or  at   a 

special  emphasis  throughout  the 

year  toward  the  support  of  WMC 

MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  YEAR 

honoring  their  years  of  service.  We 

suggest  a  minimum  of  $1.50  a  year 

per  member. 

Send  before  June  10th 

MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  YEAR 

FOR  1986  -  1987 

Mrs.  Susan  Griffith,  France 

Miss  Edna  Haak,  West  Germany 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Maconaghy,  retired 

Miss  Carol  Mensinger,  C.A.R. 

Mrs.  Jean  Zielasko,  Brazil 

d .  June,  July,  August 

WMC  OPERATIONS  AND 
PUBLICATION  EXPENSES 

Goal  $8,000 

NOTE:  Send  before  September  10th 

5.  Encourage  the  reading  of  the  following 
books,  which  may  be  purchased  from 
the  Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Com- 
pany, Box  544,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 
Called  to  Die,  Steve  Estes 

Lord  of  My  Rocking  Boat,  Carole 

Mayhall 

First    We    Have    Coffee,    Margaret 

Jensen 

6.  USE  BRETHREN  talent  when 
available  and  SUPPORT  BRETHREN 
WORKS,  SUPPORT  SMM  (See  Pen 
Pointer  "Working  in  My  Church") 

7.  Aid  in  expenses,  if  possible,  of  local 
president  or  representative  to  attend 
each  district  meeting  and  National 
WMC  Conference. 


8.  Elect  officers  in  April  or  Ma  "o 

assume  their  duties  in  September,  le 
local  Annual  Reports  compiled  by  ° 
retiring  local  presidents  must  be  in  ■  e 
hands  of  the  district  president  by  J,b 
15, 1986.  Seating  of  the  delegates  at  t  - 
tional  Conference  is  permissible  on ;  f 
annual  report  is  returned.  Reports  'T 
not  be  accepted  at  National  Confere  :. 

9.  Keep  membership  cards  curr<  ,• 
(See  Pen  Pointer,  "How  To"),  j 
membership  chairman  is  responsiblt  r 
giving  her  card  to  any  member  tran:  •-' 
ring  to  another  council  and  see  th;  i 
new  member  receives  and  sign  i 
membership  card  when  she  joins  I 
local  council.  (These  cards  are  avail;  I 
from  the  National  Literature  Secret  I 
Lillian  Teeter.) 

10.  Read  and  use  Pen  Pointers.  These  I: 
other  WMC  LITERATURE  CAN  ji 
OBTAINED  FROM  THE  NATIOIS I 
LITERATURE  SECRETARY,  Lill  i 
Teeter,  Box  711,  Winona  Lake,  [ 
46590. 

(See  order  blank  enclosed  in  progi'i 
packet.) 
PEN  POINTERS  available: 
Officer  Set  -  How  To  in  WMC 

Pattern  for  WMC 
Ways  and  Means 
Member  Set  -  What  is  WMC? 

Women 

Manifesting  Chr.j 
Working  in  My    | 
Church 
Beyond  Our 
Borders 

Home  Frontiers 
What  is  WMC?  -       Pocket  Size 
How  To  Begin  A  WMC 

DISTRICT  OBJECTIVES 

1.  Honor  those  reading  the  entire  Bi 
within  a  year. 

2.  Recognize  the  SMM  at  a  District  Wl 
Program.  Encourage  girls'  partici]1 
tion  in  Little  Princess  and  Girl  oft1 
Year  Contest. 

3.  Use  BRETHREN  talent  wh 
available  and  SUPPORT  Brethr 
works. 

4.  Send  District  Newspaper  to  Natioi 
President,  National  Editor,  and  Distr 
Editors. 


Sponsor  at  least  one  project,  said  pro- 
ject to  be  cleared  through  the  National 
First  Vice  President,  Geneva  Inman,  to 
avoid  duplication.  The  project  may  be 
kept  within  the  district  but  the  Na- 
tional First  Vice  President  should  be 
advised  for  completion  of  her  report. 
Send  all  district  offerings  for  National 
Brethren  works  to  the  National  WMC 
Financial  Secretary-Treasurer,  Joyce 
Ashman. 

Contribute  an  annual  freewill  offering, 
to  be  used  as  the  committee  in  charge 
sees  the  need,  toward  furnishing  and 
repair  of  the  Brethren  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Residence  at  Winona  Lake,  In- 
diana. Send  to  the  National  WMC 
Financial  Secretary-Treasurer,  Joyce 
Ashman. 

Pay  the  District  President's  expenses  to 
National  Conference. 
Give  financial  assistance,  so  that  the 
District  SMM  Patroness  may  attend 
National  Conference,  and/or  the  Na- 
tional Seminar  for  District  Patronesses. 
Contribute  annually  to  the  National 
WMC  Operation  and  Publication  Ex- 
penses. Send  to  the  National  WMC 
Financial  Secretary-Treasurer,  Joyce 
Ashman. 
Send  by  September  10th. 

FINANCIAL  REPORT  1985-86 

ance  on  Hand  -  July  1,  1985  .  .  .$9,748.10 
3EIPTS: 

nation  and  Publication   $17,301.25 

ne  Missions 7,959.33 


Grace  Schools 7,257.72 

Foreign  Missions 7,950.90 

Thank  Offering 6,114.34 

Missionary  Birthday    7,076.73 

Missionary  Residence 1,434.41 

Home  Missions  Specials    3,538.95 

Foreign  Missions  Specials 9,947.53 

SMM— Christian  Education 

Department 5,807.28 

Christian  Education 

Department  Specials 200.00 

Grace  Schools  Specials 1,589.95 

Prepaid  Income 2,628.50 

Board  of  Evangelism 200.00 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS $79,006.89 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Operation  and  Publication   ....  $15,896.92 

Home  Missions 7,959.33 

Grace  Schools 7,257.72 

Foreign  Missions 7,950.90 

Thank  Offering 6,114.34 

Missionary  Birthday   7,000.00 

Missionary  Residence 1,420.00 

Home  Missions  Specials    3,538.95 

Foreign  Missions  Specials 9,947.53 

SMM— Christian  Education 

Department 5,807.28 

Christian  Education 

Department  Specials 200.00 

Grace  Schools  Specials 1,589.95 

Prepaid  Expense 2,197.21 

Board  of  Evangelism 200.00 

TOTAL 

DISBURSEMENTS  $77,080.13 

Balance  on  Hand  — 

June  30,  1986  $11,674.86 


SMM 


Motto— "Serving  My  Master" 

Colors 

he  SMM  colors  are  white  and  green, 
i ite  reminds  us  to  worship  God  and  sym- 
izes  the  purity  of  Jesus.  Green  reminds 
to  serve  God  and  to  grow  in  Him. 

District  Patronesses 

egheny— Pat.:  Judy  Weekly,  RD  4,  Box 
68,         Cameron,  WV         26033 

(Tel.  304/686-3742). 

isst.  Pat.:  Peggy  Blough,  R.  1,  Stoystown, 
PA  15563  (Tel.  814/629-9042). 


Indiana— c/o    WMC    District    Patroness, 

Darlene  Edwards,  417  W   Water  St., 

Berne,  IN  46711  (Tel.  219/589-2006). 
Iowa-Midlands— Pat.:  Miss  Rose  Earnest, 

2657  Cedar  Terr.,  Waterloo,  IA  50702 

(Tel.  319/296-2261). 
Michigan— Pat.:  Mrs.  Ellen  Jones,  P.O.  Box 

67,        New        Troy,        MI        49119 

(Tel.  616/426-8262). 
Mid-Atlantic-Pat.:  Miss  Sally  Miller,  24  N. 

Morris  St.,  Apt  4,  Shippensburg,  PA 

17257  (Tel.  717/532-7980) 
Asst.  Pat.:  Chris  Stouffer,  30  E.  Lincoln 

Ave.,      Hagerstown,      MD      21740 

(Tel.  301/582-2617) 


North  Atlantic— Pat.:  Miss  Sue  Meyers,  72 

Hertzog  Dr.,  Leola,  PA  17540 
Northcentral  Ohio— Pat.:  Marcia  Mason,  73 

Cogswell  Ct.,  Westerville,  OH  43081 

(Tel.  614/891-1819) 
Northeastern  Ohio— Pat.:  Linda  Nolt,  28 

Hillcrest  Dr.,  Rittman,  OH  44270  (Tel. 

216/925-1348) 
Asst.  Pat.:  Carol  Knop,  5280  Meadowlark 

St.  N.W.,  North  Canton,  Ohio  44720 

(Tel.  216/499-0848) 
Northwest— Pat.:  Mrs.  Ann  Daniels,  R.  1, 

Box  1225-A,  Wapato,  WA  98951  (Tel. 

509/848-2470) 
Southern  California/Arizona— Pat.:  Helen 

Miller,  13138  Michelle,  Dr.,  Whittier,  CA 

90605  (Tel.  213/941-5937). 
Southern  Florida-Pat.:  Pam  Elders,  464 

N.W.  23rd  Ln.,  Okeechobee,  FL  33472 

(Tel.  813/763-7569). 
Southern  Ohio-Pat.:  Donna  Tolbert,  4830 

S.  Scarff  Rd.,  New  Carlisle,  OH  45344 
Southern— Pat.:  Robin  Barker,  R.R.  1,  Box 

118,    Limestone,    TN    37681    (Tel. 

615/257-3566) 
Virginia— Pat.:  Denise  Grugg,  5183  Yellow 

Mt.  Rd.,  Lot  62,  Roanoke,  VA  24014 

(Tel.  703/982-5549). 
West  Penn-Pat.:  Mrs.  Bettie  Horner,  2934 

Maple  Avenue,  Altoona,  PA  16601  (Tel. 

814/942-7642) 


1986-87  SMM  OFFERINGS 
GOALS,  RECOMMENDATIONS 

OFFERINGS 

(Make  checks  payable  to: 
GBC  Christian  Education  Department) 

1.  Foreign  Missions  (due  December  10, 
1986).  Goal  -  $1,300  -  for  C.A.R.  - 
Bible  Center  kitchen,  $1,000;  2  drawer 
card  file  -  $100;  2  drawer  filing  cabinet 
-  both  for  the  library  -  $200. 

2 .  GBC  Christian  Education  (Due  March 
10,  1987).  Goal-$2,000. 

3.  Home  Interest.  (Due  June  10,  1987). 
Goal  -  $1,300.  Grace  Schools  Music 
Department;  $500  -  Video  monitor; 
$350  -  Video  player;  $450  -  various 
videos  for  classroom  use. 

4.  Operation  SMM  (Due  September  10, 
1987).  Goal-$2,000. 


LOCAL  ORGANIZATION  GOAL ! 

1 .  Each  member  have  her  own  handb  > ,, 

2.  Each  active  member  completinj  t 
least  one  goal  (not  count  i; 
membership— for  Little  Sisters  ;i, 
Amigas);  or  75  percent  of  girls  eari :  j 
at  least  one  charm  (for  Lumier  r 
Charis). 

3.  Complete  at  least  one  mission/ 
handwork  project. 

4.  Take  part  in  your  church's  am  1 
SMM  presentation. 

5.  Attend  at  least  one  district  rally  t. 
applicable  if  district  does  not  ha'  i, 
rally  or  if  distance  is  prohibitive 

6.  An  offering  given  for  the  district  S  I 
project. 

7.  An  offering  given  for  each  natii  1 
SMM  offering. 

8.  Return  statistical  report  to  disl  t 
patronesses  and  GBC  Christian  Ed  - 
tion  Department  no  later  than  Au|  £, 
30. 

9.  Have  one  (Amigas  or  two  Lumiere  1, 
Charis)  officers  meetings  per  }M 
(optional). 

10.  Have  evangelism  or  outreach  emph  "s 
at  least  once  a  quarter. 


DISTRICT  ORGANIZATION  GOA 

1.  Each  district  choose  a  district  pre 
yearly. 

2.  The  district  patroness  should  comp 
the  district  report  and  send  a  cop 
the  Director  of  SMM  by  August  30. 
should  also  keep  a  copy  for  her  f; 

3.  The  district  should  help  to  sendi 
president  or  representative  to  att 
a  national  district  officers'  meetir 
being  held  at  national  yo 
conference. 

4.  The  district  patroness  should  con 
newly  organized  churches  or  churc 
without  SMMs  and  help  to  orga: 
their    groups    or    give    ideas 
suggestions. 

5.  Each  district  submit  $10  or  n 
toward  the  "  Girl  -of-the  -Year  Con 
tion"  expenses  each  year.  This  she 
be  sent  to  the  GBC  Christian  Edi 
tion  Department. 

6.  The  district  secretary  should  ser 
letter  to  the  Director  of  SMM  repor 
interesting    activities    within 
district  program. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

recommend: 

That  local  SMMs  meeting  all  local 
organizational  goals  be  recognized  as 
honor  SMMs  and  be  sent  certificates 
from  national  SMM. 
That  districts  meeting  all  district 
organizational  goals  be  recognized  as 
honor  districts  by  national  SMM. 
That  the  SMM  "Girl  of  the  Year"  be 
selected  and  honored  at  Brethren  Na- 
tional Youth  Conference  with  all 
district  nominations  being  sent  to  the 
Director  of  SMM  before  July  15.  Only 


districts  following  the  same  rules  as 
the  national  contest  will  be  eligible  to 
enter  a  district  candidate. 

4.  That  each  local  SMM  award  their  girls 
awards  as  they  deem  necessary. 

5.  The  local  SMM  patroness  submit  the 
names  of  their  girls  completing  the  Bi- 
ble reading  and/or  Bible  memorization 
goals  to  the  Director  of  SMM  for  special 
awards  from  national  SMM.  Names 
should  be  included  on  the  statistical 
blank  received  during  the  summer  and 
submitted  to  the  national  director. 


THE  NATIONAL  FELLOWSHIP  OF  GRACE  BRETHREN  MINISTERS 


Pres.  —  Ward  Miller 
V.  Pres.  —  Richard  Mayhue 
Exec.  Secretary  —  Ralph  Colburn 
irding  Secretary  —  Bernard  Simmons 
..  Recording  Secretary  —  Ronald  Guiles 

CSDAY.  AUGUST  5,  1986 

ter  a  welcome  by  President  John  Burke, 
lie  Simmons  led  us  in  singing,  and  Ray 
is  led  in  prayer.  Then  Paul  Mutchler 
Dan  Jackson  sang  a  beautiful  duet, 
i  president  Ward  Miller  introduced 
ident  John  Burke  for  his  challenge  to 

hn  spoke  from  Rev.  2:8-11,  on  the  need 
nqualified  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
ur  pastors  and  churches, 
ird  Miller  will  be  in  charge  of  introduc- 
s,  and  slips  were  passed  out  to  present 
men  to  the  group  tomorrow.  All  mis- 
aries  present  were  asked  to  stand  and 
iduce  themselves  and  their  fields. 
:ecutive  Secretary  Ralph  Colburn 
ented  the  membership  list,  and  a  mo- 
prevailed  that  it  be  accepted,  subject 
>rrections  properly  made  in  writing. 
?  then  presented  the  financial  report, 
i  comments  of  clarification,  and  a  mo- 
prevailed  that  it  be  adopted, 
esident  Burke  then  asked  him  to  pre- 
the  "Pastor  of  the  Year"  Award,  which 
presented  to  Robert  F.  Holmes,  for  36 
s  the  pastor  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
rch  of  Homerville,  Ohio.  The  church  has 
ved  under  his  ministry,  gives  50%  or 
3  of  its  offerings  to  missionary  interests 
>nd  its  own  sphere  of  influence,  and  Bob 
been  actively  involved  in  District  and 


National  activities  consistently.  A  standing 
ovation  honored  Pastor  Bob,  along  with  the 
plaque  and  a  check  for  $500. 

Charles  Ashman  reported  that  the 
Brethren  Minister's  Handbook  was  com- 
plete, printed,  and  available  in  an  attrac- 
tive looseleaf  notebook,  at  the  Herald  Com- 
pany, $7.95  this  week. 

John  Burke  announced  a  special  meeting 
of  the  national  ministerium  for  Wednesday 
at  3-4  p.m.  to  hear  the  report  of  the  special 
one  year  study  committee  on  Ministerial 
Retirement  Plan. 

The  meeting  was  adjorned  with  prayer. 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  6,  1986 

After  a  welcome  by  John  Burke,  Jack 
Peters  led  in  two  favorite  gospel  hymns.  Dr. 
Herman  Hoyt  led  in  prayer,  especially 
remembering  Phillip  Simmons,  who  is 
undergoing  major  heart  surgery  in  Colum- 
bus this  morning. 

Ed  Lewis  shared  a  report  from  GBC 
Christian  Education,  reminding  pastors  to 
follow  up  on  young  people  who  have  been 
involved  in  EMI,  LAMI,  Barnabas  Teams, 
etc.  requesting  faithful  prayer,  and  faithful 
church  giving  for  the  ministry  of  this 
department.  He  also  reminded  us  to  pray 
for  the  1300  who  will  be  at  youth  conference 
in  Minnesota  next  week. 

Russ  Ogden  introduced  our  speaker,  Os 
Guinness,  who  spoke  on  religion  in  U.S. 
Politics  and  the  abuses  on  both  sides.  A  brief 
question  time  followed. 

The  business  session  was  declared  in  ses- 
sion and  the  minutes  of  yesterdays  session 
were  accepted  as  printed  in  the  "Epistle." 
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New  men  were  introduced  by  Ward  Miller, 
from  the  introduction  slips  turned  in,  and 
welcomed. 

Jerry  Young  was  presented  as  chairman 

of  the  nominating  committee,  and  presented 

the  ballot.  These  names  were  placed  in 

nomination.  Since  there  were  no  additional 

nominations    from    the    floor,    a    motion 

prevailed    that    nominations    cease,    and 

balloting  began.  The  officers  elected  were: 

Ward  Miller,  President 

Richard  Mayhue,  Vice-president 

Bernard  Simmons,  Secretary 

Ronald  Guiles,  Assistant  Secretary 

(The  Executive  Secretary  serves  a  3  year 

term,  which  expires  next  year.) 

A  recommendation  from  the  executive 
committee  was  presented,  that  we  fund  the 
scholarships  for  NAC  competition  for  Teen 
Evangelist  Speaker,  $500  for  first  place, 
$350  for  second  place,  scholarships  to  Grace 
College.  A  motion  prevailed  to  adopt  this 
recommendation. 

Ward  Miller  presented  memorials  for  men 
who  had  been  called  home  during  the  past 
year.  Paul  Woodruff  and  Keith  Merriman 
spoke  in  behalf  of  Chet  Braham,  who  died 
of  cancer  last  September.  Bill  Snell  spoke 
in  behalf  of  George  Cripe,  who  died  of  Lou 
Gherig's  disease  last  December.  Dr.  Lester 
Pifer  spoke  in  behalf  of  Ron  Picard,  who 
died  of  cancer  last  January. 

Ron  Thompson  led  in  prayer  in  behalf  of 
the  families.  After  announcements,  the 
meeting  was  declared  adjourned. 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  7,  1986 

John  Burke  welcomed  the  men,  and  Jack 
Peters  led  in  the  singing  of  some  hymns, 
with  Ron  Thompson  at  the  piano  and  Vance 
Yoder  at  the  organ  again.  A  brief  report  was 
shared  on  Phillip  Simmon's  heart  surgery, 
after  which  Arnold  Kreigbaum  led  in 
prayer. 

Gerald  Twombly  spoke  briefly  regarding 
Grace  Schools,  the  50th  Anniversary 
Celebration  coming,  the  Grace  Magazine, 
and  the  plans  to  raise  1M>  million  dollars  for 
the  school.  A  7  minute  film  was  shown 
which  will  be  available  to  our  churches  this 
fall. 

John  Burke  presented  Os  Guinness  again, 
who  spoke  concerning  the  lost  art  of 
witnessing  to  people  with  unprepared 
hearts.  A  brief  time  of  questions  followed. 


The  business  meeting  was  declared  h  ,» 
sion,  and  a  motion  prevailed  to  accep  \> 
minutes  as  printed  in  the  "Epistle."   | 

A  motion  prevailed  to  accept  the  addi  j 
and  corrections  to  the  membership  li , 
printed,  also. 

Ward  Miller  presented  the  memoria  d 
the  day.  Lee  Jenkins  spoke  in  behalf  c  f| 
Russell  D.  Barnard,  who  died  early 
year,  after  serving  many  years  ;} 
Brethren  pastor,  and  then  as  General  I  ii 
tor  of  our  Foreign  Missionary  Societ} ;( 
Herman  Hoyt  spoke  in  behalf  of 
Hamilton,  who  had  served  briefly  as  a  i 
sionary  in  Africa,  then  for  years  as  libn  i 
of  Grace  College  and  Seminary. 

Bill  Byers  concluded  the  memorials  [ 
the  singing  of  a  beautiful  and  approp:  j 
song,  "He  Chose  Me." 

A  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed,  and  G I 
Twombly  led  in  closing  prayer. 

(A  special  meeting,  held  Wednesday  i  • 
noon  from  3:15-4:30,  was  information  j 
nature,  concerning  the  retirement  pro§ 
committee  report.  No  actions  were  tai, 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  8,  1986 

Chairman  John  Burke  welcomed  the 
bined  meeting  of  the  ministers  and  lay: 
and  Jack  Peters  led  in  the  singing  of  hy  \ 
with  Vance  Yoder  at  the  Organ  and 
Thompson  at  the  piano.  Ed  Jackson  1< 
prayer,    remembering    especially    R ' 
Grady  of  Waterloo,  undergoing  back  sui  j 
today,   and  Jack  Simmons,  recupera 
from  heart  surgery. 

John  then  introduced  the  following 
leaders  in  their  various  responsibili.' 
each  of  whom  spoke  for  15  minutes  cor 
ning  their  vision  and  goals  for  I 
organizations: 

John  Davis,  for  Grace  Seminary 
Tom  Julien,  for  Foreign  Missions; 
Bob  Thompson,  for  Home  Missior. 

Several  questions  and  comments  wer 
dressed  to  these  men  from  the  floor  ii 
time  following. 

President  Burke  declared  the  busi 
meeting  in  session,  and  the  minutes 
approved  as  printed  in  the  "Epistle." 

Ralph  Colburn  then  presented  the  fo 
ing  motion,  which  was  seconded,  disci; 
and  approved.  "In  the  light  of  the  emei 
cy  of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Retiren 
I  move  that  we  give  this  board  or  its 
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jr  $10,000  this  year  to  help  care  for  its 
3d  responsibilities,  and  that  we  raise 
dues  $15  for  the  coming  year  to  help 
r  this  grant." 

lother  motion  prevailed  to  express  our 
:ks  to  the  Winona  Lake  church  and  its 
or  for  their  hospitality  we  enjoy,  and 
;  our  special  thanks  to  Pastor  Charles 
man  for  his  many  extra  hours  of  work 
le  final  preparation  of  the  Minister's 
dbook. 

ggestions  were  made  concerning  local 
ch  adoption  of  retired  men  or  widows 
leviate  the  present  financial  stress, 
notion  prevailed  to  refer  this  to  the  new 
-nittee  in  charge. 

ese  minutes  were  read  and  approved, 
motion  to  adjourn  prevailed.  The  new 
ars  (Ward  Miller,  Richard  Mayhue, 
lard  Simmons,  Ron  Guiles)  were  men- 
id  for  prayer  and  support  for  the  year 
ime,  and  President  Burke  led  in  clos- 
srayer. 

FINANCIAL  REPORT 
July  15,  1986 

nee,  Farmers  and  Mer- 

,ts  Bank,  7/30/85 $  2,012.52 

ipts: 

itional  dues $22,557.00 

strict  dues 55.00 

itional  overpayments .  .  .  365.00 

amo  Rent-A-Car 424.17 

iliday  Products  refund .  .  13.00 
23,414.17 

AlL $25,426.69 

ursements: 

lary 1,920.00 

pistle"   717.19 


Telephone  &  Postage    94.62 

Ministerium  expenses.  .  .  .  818.00 

Pastor  of  the  Year 530.24 

Gifts  to  pastors  wives  ....  528.15 

Brethren  Annual  space   .  .  354.85 

BIF  deposit   1,000.00 

Chase  Manhattan 

Bank  dep 12,500.00 

District  dues  refunded  .  .  .  55.00 

National  dues  overpayment  365.00 

Minister's  Handbook  exp. .  75.00 

Lord  Abbett  deposit 3,000.00 

Death  benefit 1,000.00 

$22,958.05 

Balance,  F  &  M  Bank,  7/15/86  2,468.64 

B.I.F.,  Balance  7/30/85 31,141.12 

Deposits 1,000.00 

Interest 2,115.64 

Total,  7/15/86 $34,256.76 

Lord  Abbett  Fund 

Balance  7/30/86 26,385.10 

Deposits 3,000.00 

Interest 1,045.69 

Total   30,430.79 

*  Withdrawals 22,850.00 

Transfer  to 

Chase  Manhattan   7,500.00 

Total,  7/15/86 $80.79 

Chase  Manhattan,  balance, 

7/15/86 20,000.00 

Total  Funds  Available $56,806.19 

Net  Loss  for  the  Year  (2,732.55) 

*Death  benefits $22,000.00 

NAC  Scholarships  850.00 

$22,850.00 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Ralph  J.  Colburn,  Executive  Secretary 


GBC  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

P.O.  Box  365,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590  (Tel.  219/267-6622) 


Pres.  —  Paul  Mutchler 
V.  Pres.  —  Don  Byers 
Secy.  —  Bud  Olszewski 
Exec.  Comm.  at  Large- 
Dave  Belcher,  Bernie  Simmons 
Exec.  Dir.  —  Ed  Lewis 
ir.  of  Administration  —  Brad  Skiles 

Director  of  SMM  -  Sue  Rike 
udent  Body  Editor  —  Bruce  Barlow 
BNYC  Administrative  Asst.  — 
Laura  Byland 


Administrative  Asst.  —  Joyce  Wilsey 

Administrative  Asst.  —  Jim  Folsom 

Receptionist/Secretary  —  Jackie  Schram 

Bookkeeper  —  Lowell  Hudson 
Shipping  Clerk  —  Stephanie  Newswanger 

(Board  members  are  listed  on  page  4) 

All  correspondence  relating  to  Christian  educa- 
tion, youth  and  church  growth  should  be  directed 
to  GBC  Christian  Education,  P.O.  Box  365  (1003 
Presidential  Dr.),  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590. 
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NATIONAL  FELLOWSHIP  OF 
GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN  AND  BOYS 


Please  direct  all  correspondence  to: 

Grace  Brethren  Men  and  Boys 

P.O.  Box  416 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Phone:  219/269-2651 

Staff 

Boy's  Dir.  —  Don  Taylor 

Field  Project  Cor.  -  Ray  Sturgill 

Field  Rep.  -  Harold  Stayer 

Pastoral  Advisor 

Lee  Jenkins,  Box  273,  Winona  Lake,  IN 
46590 

Board  of  Directors 

Les  Nutter  ('87),  R.  2,  Box  112,  Wrightsville, 

PA  17368 
Pete  Caldwell  C87),  R.  1,  Windsor,  PA  17366 
Lyle  Taylor  ('87),  R.  3,  Box  3184,  Wapato, 

WA  98951 
Bob  Gahris  ('88),  1006  Wadena,  St.  Joseph, 

MI  49085 
Ben  Kramer  ('88),  9360  White  Oak  Lane, 

Westerville,  OH  43081 
Harold  Stayer  ('88),  304  E.  Main  St.,  Flora, 

IN  46929 
Alan  Channell  ('89),  757  Main  St.,  R.  5, 

Bailey  Lakes,  Ashland,  OH  44805 
Roger  Hancock  ('89),  R.   10,  Touby  Rd., 

Mansfield,  OH  44903 
Cecil  Stice  ('89),  P.O.  Box  355,  Sawyer,  MI 

49125 
Ray  Sturgill  C90),   106  13th  St,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590 
Larry  Oden  C90),  310  Monroe  Ave.,  Peru,  IN 

46970 
Dennis  Reeve  ('90),  P.O.  Box  1224,  Warsaw, 

IN  46580 

District  Representatives 
Allegheny— 

Russ  Simpson,  Laurel  Mt.   GBC,  R.   2, 
Boswell,  PA  15531 


Florida- 
Chuck  Young,   357  San  Miguel,  Wi| 

Springs,  FL  32708 
Indiana- 
Harold  Stayer,  304  E.  Main  St.,  Flore  < 

46929 
Ray  Sturgill,  106  13th  St.,  Winona  Laki 

46590 
Don  Taylor,  P.O.  Box   142,  Clay  pool 

46510 
Iowa-Midlands— 
Gib  Hawkins,  1203  "O"  St.  Beaver  City 

68926 
Michigan- 
Cecil  Stice,  P.O.  Box  355,  Sawyer,  MI  4! 
Mountain  Plains- 
Gib  Hawkins,  1203  "O"  St.,  Beaver  i 

NE  68926 
Northern  Atlantic— 
Les  Nutter,  R.  2,  Box  112,  Wrightsvilk 

17368 
Pete  Caldwell,  R.  1,  Windsor,  PA  173] 
Kim  Raub,  R.  4,  Box  178,  Red  Lion 

17356 
Northwest— 
Lyle  Taylor,  R.  3,  Box  3184,  Wapato, 

98951 
Ohio- 
Roger    Hancock,    R.    10,    Touby 

Mansfield,  OH  44903 
Alan  Channell,  757  Main  St.,  R.  5,  Bi 

Lakes,  Ashland,  OH  44805 
Southern  California-Arizona— 
Clark    Miller,    13138    Michelle    Ci 

Whittier,  CA  90605 
Virginia- 
Fred  Devan,  Clearbrook  GBC,  R.  5,  Boxi 

Roanoke,  VA  24014 
John    Townsend,    7826    Shadwell 

Roanoke,  VA  24019 
Western  Pennsylvania- 
Bill  Rummell,  R.  6,  Box  257,  Johnstowi 

15909 
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NATIONAL  FELLOWSHIP 

BRETHREN  RETIREMENT  HOMES,  INC. 

GRACE  VILLAGE  HEALTH  CARE  FACILITY,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  337,  Wooster  Road 
Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Telephone:  219/372-6100 

Administrator 

Sherwood  V.  Durkee 

Board  of  Directors 

Chm.  -  Robert  Ashman  ('88) 
V.  Chm.  -  Paul  Dick  ('86) 


Secy.  -  Noel  Hoke  ('87) 

Treas.  —  Marlin  Rose  ('86 ) 

Charles  Ashman  ('87) 

Wendell  Kent  C88) 

Tom  Miller  C87) 

Donald  Ogden  ('86 ) 

Marie  Owen  ('88) 

Donald  Quine  ('86) 

William  Walker  C88) 

Sam  Yager  C87) 


NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  MINISTERIAL  EMERGENCY 
AND  RETIREMENT  BENEFITS 


;ase  send  checks  and  inquiries  for 
information  to: 

'.    Clair    Brickel,    14319    Brookville- 
^yrmont  Rd.,  Brookville,  OH  45309 
Tel.  513/833-3630) 


Board  of  Directors 

Pres.  -  W.  Carl  Miller  ('88) 

V.  Pres.  -  Robert  Moeller  C89) 

Secy.-Treas.  -  Clair  Brickel  C89) 

Asst.  Secy.-Treas.  —  Kenneth  Koontz  ('87) 

William  Byers  ('87) 

Dewey  Melton  ('88 ) 

Wesley  Miller  C87) 

Frank  Poland  ('89) 

Phillip  Simmons  C88) 


GRACE  BRETHREN  BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM 
P.O.  Box  355,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


Coordinator 
Thompson,  P.O.  Box  7649,  Roanoke,  VA 
1019  (Tel.  703/563-9944) 

Officers 

Pres.  —  Ron  Thompson  C87) 
P.O.  Box  7649,  Roanoke,  VA  24019 
V.  Pres.  —  Vernon  Harris  C88) 
Dianne  Circle,  Willow  Street,  PA  17584 

Secy.  -  Fred  Sorrick  C87) 
N.  Hedgerow  Drive,  Allentown,  PA  18103 

Tres.  -  Warren  Zellner  ('87) 
I  E.  12th  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 


Board  Members 

J.  Keith  Altig  ('89),  13755  E.  Walnut,  Whittier, 

CA  90602 
Charles  Davis  ('87),  2400  N.E.   146th  Ct., 

No.  7,  Silver  Springs,  FL  32688 
Phillip  Guerena  ('88),  5015  Southhall,  Bell,  CA 

90201 
Bill  Kellerman  C89),  3026  Hidden  Forest  Ct., 

Marietta,  GA  30006 
Donald   Kendall   C89),    224    Jackson    Ave., 

Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
Logan  Miller,  ('88),  7629  Cessna  Dr.,  New  Port 

Richey,  FL  33533 
H.    Don    Rough,    C89),    R.R.    3,    Box    135, 

Holsopple,  PA  15935 
Glenn  Sharpe  ('88),  57580  Red  Bud  Lane, 

Elkhart,  IN  46517 
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DISTRICTS: 

Arctic  —  (Alaska) 
Hawaii 

1  —  Allegheny 

2  —  East  Central  Florida 

3  —  Florida  Suncoast 

4  —  Indiana 

5  —  Iowa-Midlands 

6  —  Michigan 

7  —  Mid-Atlantic 

8  —  Mountain-Plains 

9  -  Nor-Cal 

10  —  Northcentral  Ohio 


11  —  Northeastern  Ohio 

12  —  Northern  Atlantic 

13  —  Northwest 

14  —  Southern 

15  —  Southern  California-Arizona 

16  —  Southern  Ohio 

17  -  South  Florida 

18  —  Southwest 

19  —  Virginia 

20  —  Western  Pennsylvania 


54 


or-         © 


© 


55 


District  Conference  Organization 


ALLEGHENY 


Allegheny  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Camp  Albryoca,  May  15-16, 
1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod.— Ronzil  Jarvis 
V.  Mod. -True  Hunt 
Secy.-Mrs.  Robert  (Elda)  Phillippi,  R.D.I,  Box 

48,  Boswell,  PA  15531 
Asst.  Secy— Carol  Evans 
Treas.-John    McClain,    R.R.    8,    Box    267, 

Washington,  PA  15301 
Stat.— James  Lunden,  725  Beech  St.,  Grafton, 

WV  26354 
Members-at-Large— Ron    Warrick,    Larry 

Weigle 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

Frank  Rice,  Chm.,  Joyce  Weigle,  Al  Valentine 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Shimer  Darr,  Chm.,  Doris  Valentine,  William 
Firl 

AUDITORS 

James  Lunden,  Chm.,  Mary  E.  Grove,  Frank 
Rice 

CREDENTIALS 

Helen   Darr,   Chm.,   Harry   Walker,   James 
Minnear 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Richard  Placeway,  Chm.,  Russ  Simpson,  John 
Smith 

CONFERENCE  GOALS 

John  Lancaster,  Chm.,  Ray  McCoy,  Dale  Moon 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Larry  Weigle 
V.  Chm.-John  Smith 
Secy.-Treas.—  Russ  Simpson 
Asst.  Secy.-Treas.— Joe  Nass 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm— Ronzil  Jarvis 
V.  Chm.-Al  Valentine 
Secy.-Treas.— Ron  Warrick 
Asst.  Secy.-Treas.— John  Smith 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm.— True  Hunt 
V.  Chm— Larry  Weigle 
Secy.— John  Lancaster 
Asst.  Sec— Shimer  Darr 
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GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

Pres.-Robert  Riffle 
V.  Pres— Dale  Moon 
Secy.— David  Wevand,  R.D.  2,  Fnedens  ' 

15541 
Treas.-J.  Baker  Redd,  Washington,  PA  1  i 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL  , 

Pres.— Becky  Jarvis 

1st  V.  Pres.— Helen  Darr 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Darlene  Walker 

Secy.-Elda  Phillippi.  R.D.  1,  Box  48,  Bos 

PA  15531 
Treas.-Edna  Hottle,  R.D.   1,   Friedens 

15541 
Prayer  Chm.— Norma  Jean  McCracken   ' 
Dist.  Editor-Kathy  Opel 

SMM 

Pres.— Laura  Jenkins 

V.  Pres— Melissa  Young 

Secy.-Rachel   O'Donnel,   R.D.    1,   Box  I 

Smock,  PA  15480 
Treas.— Gail  Barron,  R.D.  2,  Stoystown 

15563 
Patroness— Judy  Weekly 
Asst.  Patroness— Peggy  Blough 
Jr.  Representative— Melissa  Daniels 

CAMP  ALBRYOCA  CORPORATION 

Pres,— Larry  Weigle 

V.  Pres— Perry  Yoder 

Caretaker— Shimer  Darr 

Name  of  Camp— Albryoca 

Location  of  Campground— R.D.   3,   Box , 

Meyersdale,  PA  15552.  Between  Salis 

and  Pocahontas,  PA 
Telephone  No.-8 14/634-002  3 
Secy.— Billy  Yoder 
Asst.  Secy.— Robert  Grew 
Treas.— Al  Valentine,  R.D.  1,  Meyersdak 

15552 
Asst.  Treas.— Paul  Yoder 

CAMP  AND  YOUTH  BOARD 

Pres.— Russ  Simpson 

V.  Pres— Ron  Warrick 

Secy.— Ray  McCoy 

Business    Mgr.— Al    Valentine.    R.R| 

Meyersdale,  PA  15552 
Asst.  Business  Mgr— Ray  McCoy 
Member-at-Large— Richard  Placeway 
Camp  Coord.— John  Lancaster 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Accident,  MD— First  Grace  Brethren 
Aleppo,  PA— Aleppo  Brethren 


NORTHERN  ATLANTIC 


irthern  Atlantic  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

;xt     conference:     Messiah     College, 
Irantham,  PA,  June  5,  6,  7,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

.—Robert  Kern 

tod—  R.  John  Snow 

.-Treas.— Nelson  Peters,  907  Perry  Road, 

,ititz,  PA  17543 

.  Secy.-Treas  —  James  Bowers 

.-Rick  Clark,  331  E.  High  St.,  Manheim, 

•A  17545 

.  Stat.— Dennis  Patrick 

ness  Mgr— Mark  Saunders 

.  Business  Mgr.— Luke  Martin 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

ie  Nutter  (Chm.),  Jack  Galle,  Dale  Jenks 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

y  Kauffman  (Chm.),  Warren  Diffenderfer, 
!obert  Spicer 

AUDITORS 

ard  Battis,  Sr,  David  B.  Stauffer,  Jerry 
ioodpastor 

CREDENTIALS 

jhn  Snow  (Chm.),  Duane  Carson,  Gene 
reamer 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Cosgrove  (Chm.),  Tim  George,  Jerry  Young 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

—Luke  Kauffman 
res— Vernon  Harris 
—Timothy  George 
s— Warren  Tamkin 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

:.  Sec— Warren  E.  Tamkin 
.  Exec.  Secy— R.  John  Snow 

MINISTERIUM 

l— Robert  Divine 
hm— William  Willard 
.-Rick  Clark 
s.— Steve  Blake 

GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

—Sam  Leisey 

res.  (1st)— Ed  Rowlands 

res.  (2nd)— James  Knepper 

—Ralph   Yeagley,   R.   4,   Manheim,   PA 

7545 

iS— Ray  Derstine,  324  Railroad  Avenue, 

■ouderton,  PA  18964 

oral  Advisor— Mark  Saunders 


WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres  —  Miss.  Darlene  Kauffman 

1st  V.  Pres— Mrs.  Judith  Musser 

2nd  V.  Pres.— not  appointed  yet 

Secy  .-Mrs.   Betty   Hurst,   535   S.   29th   St., 

Harrisburg,  PA  17109 
Treas.— Mrs.  Arlene  Ober,  4755  Bossier  Road, 

Elizabethtown,  PA  17022 
Prayer  Chm.— Mrs.  Emaline  Knepper 
SMM  Patroness— Mrs.  Sue  Meyers 
Asst.  Patroness— Mrs.  Rosemarie  Chappie 
District  Editor— Mrs.  Bobbie  Saunders 

SMM 

Pres— Miss  Jodi  Dilling 

V.  Pres.— Miss  Kenda  Cosgrove 

Secy.-Cindy  Peachey,  R.  2,  Box  208,  Ephrata, 

PA  17522 
Treas— Miss  Amy  Dodson,  R.  9,  York,  PA 

17402 
Patroness— Mrs.  Sue  Meyers 
1st  Asst.  Patroness— Miss  Dawn  Garner 
2nd  Asst.  Patroness— Rosemarie  Chappie 
Advisory  Bd.— Lois  Eaby,  Mary  Ellen  Leckrone 
Little  Sister's  Rep.— Krista  Bratcher 
Amigas  Rep— Amy  Derstine 

CAMP 

Grounds    Supt—  Mr.    &    Mrs.    Robert   Lutz, 

215/267-2541 
Name  of  Camp— Camp  Conquest 
Location  of  Campground— R.  2,  Forrest  Road, 

Denver,  PA  17517 
Telephone  No.-215/267-2006 

YOUTH  COMMITTEE 

Chm.— Roger  Wambold 
V.  Chm.-Leslie  Nutter 
Secy.-Susan  Knepper,  R.D.  24,  Box  3333,  York, 

PA  17406 
Treas.— Abner  Zimmerman 

YOUTH  —  CAMP  COMMISSION 

Dan  Buch,  Jack  Galle,  Randy  Maxson,  Les 
Nutter,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Abner  Zimmerman 

YOUTH  —  COMPETITION  COMMISSION 

Robert  Divine,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dale  Knepper,  Sr, 
Dave  Rank,  William  Willard 

YOUTH  —  RALLIES  COMMISSION 

Mike  Brubaker,  Rick  Clark,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dave 
Knepper 

YOUTH  —  PUBLICITY 
&  PROMOTION  COMMISSION 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steve  Dautrich,  Roger  Wambold, 
Jerry  Young 

GRACE  BRETHREN  CENTER 

Chm.— Robert  Kern 

V.  Chm— None  appointed  yet 
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Secy.— Mark  Saunders 
Treas.—  Jerry  Goodpastor 
Exec.  Secy— Harvey  Stoneback 

CHURCH    GROWTH    AND    DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD 

Chm.— Timothy  George 

V.  Chm.— Vernon  Harris 

Secy.— Fred  Sorrick 

Treas.-Harold  E.  Hollinger,  748  Amosite  Rd., 
Elizabethtown,  PA  17022,  Robert  Kern, 
Mitch  Picard,  John  Snow,  Jerry  Young 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Bethlehem,  PA— Lehigh  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Brunswick,  ME— Down  East  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Dillsburg,  PA— Hope  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Elizabethtown,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Ephrata,  PA— Ephrata  Area  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Gettysburg,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Harrisburg,    PA— Melrose    Gardens    Grace 

Brethren  Church 
Hatboro,    PA— Suburban    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Hope,  NJ— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Irasburg,  VT— Grace  Brethren  Church 


Island  Pond,  VT-Grace  Brethren  Ch 
Lancaster,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Lancaster,    PA— Southern    Lancaster   ( 

Brethren  Church 
Lititz,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Loysville,    PA— Shermans    Valley    G 

Brethren  Church 
Ludlow,  MA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Manheim,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Mount  Laurel,  NJ— Grace  Brethren  Chn 
Myerstown,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Churcl 
New  Holland,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Chu  iA 
Newark,  DE— Grace  Brethren  Church     ;| 
Palmyra,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Philadelphia,  PA— First  Brethren  Chun  rj( 
Philadelphia,  PA-Third  Brethren  Chunil 
Pine  Grove,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Churc)  ,  ; 
Royersford,  PA— Tri-County  Grace  Bret  m 

Church 
Saratoga  Springs,  NY— Grace  Brethren  Ch  b 
Staten  Island,  NY— Grace  Bible  Church    , 
Stowe,  VT— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Telford,    PA-Penn   Valley    Grace   Bret. 4 

Church 
Wrightsville,     PA— Susquehanna    Gjeli 

Brethren  Church 
York,  PA-Grace  Brethren  Church 


NOR— CAL 

(No  information  available  at  the  present  time) 


NORTHCENTRAL  OHIO 


Northcentral  Ohio  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  To  be  determined 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod— Rick  Nuzum 

V  Mod. -Jeff  Carroll 

Secy.-Steve  Fyffe,  15567  Meadowbrook  Dr., 

Marysville,  OH  43040 
Treas.— John    Bryant,    5    Northgate    Dr., 

Mt.  Vernon,  OH  43050 
Stat.— Buzz    Inboden,    2403    Summit    St., 

Columbus,  OH  43202 

FGBC  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Quentin  Matthes 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Roger  Bartlett,  Greg  Stamm 

AUDITORS 

Bill  Burby 


CREDENTIALS 

Terry  Hofecker,  Gary  Miller 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Bernie  Simmons,  Zeke  Young 

RESOLUTIONS 

Howard  Stouffer,  Maynard  Tittle 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Ashland,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Ashland,    OH— Southview    Grace    Bret! 

Church 
Bellefontaine,  OH— Mad  River  Grace  Bret 

Church 
Bellville,  OH— Ankenytown  Grace  Bret; 

Church 
Bowling  Green,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Ch 
Columbus,  OH— East  Side  Grace  Bret) 

Church 
Columbus,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Churc 

Columbus 
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mbus,  OH— Southwest  Grace  Brethren 

hurch 

mbus,    OH— Trinity    Grace    Brethren 

hurch 

rille,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

ware,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

lin,    OH— Northwest    Chapel    Grace 

rethren  Church 

lay,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

lont,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Chapel 

lont,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

in,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

aster,   OH— Lancaster   Grace  Brethren 

hurch 

lgton,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

i,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

on,  OH— London  Grace  Brethren  Church 

sfield,  OH-Grace  Brethren  Church 

sfield,   OH— Woodville   Grace   Brethren 

hurch 


Marion,  OH— Marion  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Marysville,  OH— Watkins  Road  Community 

GBC 
Mifflin,  OH-Mifflin  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Mt.  Vernon,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Ontario,    OH— Marantha    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Pataskala,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Licking  County 
Toledo,  OH— Maumee  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Toledo,    OH— The    Oregon    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Toledo,  OH-Toledo  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Walbridge,    OH— Calvary    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Wauseon,  OH— Faith  Bible  Fellowship 


NORTHEASTERN  OHIO 


theastern  Ohio  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

rt  conference:  Minerva  GBC,  Minerva, 
H,  April  4,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

—Galen  Wiley 
3d— Wes  Haller 

-Mrs.  Dwight  (Donna)  Stair,  510  Oak 
;reet,  Wadsworth,  OH  44281 
Secy.— Bev.  Grable 

surer-Mrs.  Dwight  Stair,  510  Oak  St., 
'adsworth,  OH  44281 
-Mrs.    Dwight    Stair,    510    Oak    St., 
'adsworth,  OH  44281 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Olszewski  (Chm.),  Doug  Jensen,  George 
;ters 

AUDITORS 

am  Snoddy  (Chm.),  Bob  Mohler,  Gene 
eifer 

CREDENTIALS 

Sailer  (Chm.),  George  Peters,  Bob  Mohler 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

''etterhoff  (Chm.),  Ken  Brown,  Scott  Miles 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

.-Bob  Fetterhoff 

im.— Terry  Taylor 

Treas.— Mike  Prentovich,  303  N.  Seneca, 

ittman,  OH  44270 

MINISTERIUM 

—Bob  Combs 
im.— Ron  Boehm 
Treas.— Doug  Jensen 


MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm.— Bob  Combs 

V  Chm.— Ron  Boehm 
Ex.  Secy.-Wes  Haller 
Asst.  Ex.  Secy— Lee  Dice 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres  —  Mrs.  John  (Gloria)  Armstrong 

1st  V  Pres— Mrs.  Nancy  Craighead 

2nd  V  Pres.— Mrs.  Bob  (Roxanne)  Armstrong 

Secy.-Mrs.    Kenneth    (Debbie)    Kear,    2633 

Sourek  Rd.,  Akron,  OH  44313 
Treas.-Mrs.  James  (Doris)  Beichler,   10662 

Irvine  Rd.,  Creston,  OH  44217 
Prayer  Chm.— Mrs.  George  (Jane)  Peters 
SMM  Patroness— Linda  Nolt 
Asst.  Patroness— Mrs.  Roger  (Carole)  Knop 
District  Editor— Mrs.  Paul  (Frances)  Beichler 

SMM 

Pres— Carrie  Buckland 

V.  Pres.— Tammy  Bolyard 

Secy.— Jenni    Saurer,    132    N.    Second    St., 

Rittman,  OH  44270 
Treas.— Andrea  Fetter,  2761  Happy  Valley  Rd., 

Wooster,  OH  44691 
Patroness— Linda  Nolt 
Asst.  Patroness— Carole  Knop 

CAMP 

Director— Bob  Combs 

Name  of  Camp— Camp  Buckeye 

Name  of  Campground— Camp  McPhearson 

Location  of  Campground— Loudonville,  OH 

Telephone  No.-6 14/599-7 110 

YOUTH 

Chm.— Dean  Streit 

V  Chm  .-Scott  Miles 
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Secy.-Treas.-Wes  Haller,  2487  Aspen  Street 
N.E.,  North  Canton,  OH  44721 

Asst.  Secy.-Treas.-Dennis  Erb,  1733  Smith- 
Kramer,  Hartville,  OH  44632 

FGBC  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Bob  Combs 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Akron,  OH— Ellet  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Akron,  OH— Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Canton,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Cuyahoga  Falls,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Elyria,  OH— Spring  Valley  Community  Grace 
Brethren  Church 


Homerville,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Chui 
Macedonia,    OH— Western    Reserve    ( 

Brethren  Church 
Medina,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Middlebranch,  OH— Grace  Brethren  CI 
Minerva,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Norton,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Orrville,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Rittman,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Sterling,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Wooster,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 


NORTHWEST 


Northwest  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Sunnyside,  WA,  February 
19-21,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod— Greg  Ryerson 

V.  Mod— Greg  Howell 

Secy.-Cheryl    Holman,    E.    14520    Heroy, 

Spokane,  WA  99216 
Asst.  Secy.— Phyllis  Christie 
Treas.-Neil  Paden,  R.  1,  Box  16-B,  Harrah,  WA 

98933 
Stat.-Ora  Gifford,  708  Hillcrest,  Grandview, 

WA  98930 
Members-at-Large— Warren    Hall,    Gordon 

Stover 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

Don  Cowles,  George  Christie,  Don  Brotherton 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Don  Cowles,  George  Christie,  Don  Brotherton 

AUDITORS 

LeRoy  Sharpe,  James  White,  Mrs.  Pat  Falter 

CREDENTIALS 

James  Willett,  Homer  Bussert 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Greg  Howell,  Bill  Shelby,  LeRoy  Bussert 

RESOLUTIONS 

Gil  Gilgan,  Richard  Cron,  Rodger  Williams 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

David   Marksbury,   Dale   Hostetler,   Dayton 
Cundiff 

DISTRICT  INSURANCE 

District  Trustee  Board 


GOVERNMENT  AFFAIRS 

Dale  Hostetler 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Don  Williams,  Ron  Curfman,  Lyle  Tayloi 
Curfman,    Dan    Cowles,    Richard   ( 'ii 
Charles  Winter 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL , 
Pres.— Laura  Peugh 
1st  V.  Pres.— Joyce  Farner 
Secy— Susan  Parker 
Treas.— Valerie  Cowles 
Prayer  Chm—  Maratha  Mcintosh 
SMM  Patroness— Ann  Daniels 

SMM 

Patroness— Ann  Daniels 

CAMP 

Name  of  Camp— Brethren  Clear  Lake  (  lj 
Location  of  Campground— Star  Rte,  Na  :s 
WA  98937 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Albany,  OR— Grace  Brethren 
Beaverton,  OR— Grace  Brethren 
Troutdale,  OR— Grace  Brethren 
Goldendale,     WA— Community     GB(  ol 

Goldendale 
Grandview,  WA— Grace  Brethren 
Harrah,  WA— Harrah  Brethren 
Kent,  WA— Grace  Brethren  Church  of  I  ft 
Mabton,  WA— Grace  Brethren 
Prosser,  WA—  Community  GBC  of  Pros  j  : 
Spokane,  WA-Spokane  Valley  GBC 
Sunnyside,  WA— Grace  Brethren 
Tbppenish,  WA— Grace  Brethren 
Yakima,  WA— Grace  Brethren 
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'ell,  PA— Laurel  Mountain  Grace  Brethren 

ville,  OH— Coolville  Grace  Brethren 

opolis,  PA— Bon  Meade  Grace  Brethren 

berland,     MD— Cumberland     Grace 

rethren 

ton,  WV— Grafton  First  Grace  Brethren 

ers,  PA—  Jenners  Grace  Brethren 

e,  PA— Listie  Grace  Brethren 

irsdale,  PA— Meyersdale  Grace  Brethren 


Meyersdale,  PA— Summit  Mills  Grace  Brethren 
Parkersburg,     WV— Parkersburg     Grace 

Brethren 
Stoystown,  PA— Reading  Grace  Brethren 
Uniontown,  PA— Uniontown  Grace  Brethren 
Washington,  PA— Washington  Grace  Brethren 
Westernport,  MD— Mill  Run  Grace  Brethren 
Vienna,  WV— Community  Grace  Brethren 


ARCTIC 


Arctic  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

xt  conference:    Kenai    Grace   Brethren 
hurch,  March  6-7,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

—Earl  Moore 

od— Chris  Hayes 

-Bob  Gentzel,  PO.  Box  56982,  North  Pole, 

K  99705 

s.— John  Snyder,  512  Ash  Avenue,  Kenai, 

K  99611 

—John  Snyder,  512  Ash  Avenue,  Kenai, 

K  99611 

FGBC  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Moore,  Chris  Hayes,  Bob  Gentzel,  John 
ayder 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

—Earl  Moore 
—John  Snyder 

MINISTERIUM 

.—Earl  Moore 
im.- Chris  Hayes 
■Treas.— Bob  Gentzel 


MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm.— Howard  Snively 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres.-Carol  Titus 

1st  V  Pres— Kay  Hammers 

2nd  V  Pres.-Ruthie  Gillis 

Secy.— Lynda  Moore,  406  McCullom,  Kenai, 

AK  99611 
Treas.— Lynda  Moore,  406  McCullom,  Kenai, 

AK  99611 
Prayer  Chairman— Madeline  Amundson 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Anchorage,  AK— Anchorage  Grace  Brethren 
Eagle  River,  AK— Eagle  River  Grace  Brethren 
Homer,  AK— Kachemak  Bay  Grace  Brethren 
Kenai,  AK— Kenai  Grace  Brethren 
North  Pole,  AK— North  Pole  Grace  Brethren 
Soldotna,  AK— Peninsula  Grace  Brethren 
Wasilla,  AK— Wasilla  Grace  Brethren 


EAST  CENTRAL  FLORIDA 


East  Central  Florida  District  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

xt  conference:  To  be  determined 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

—William  Tweeddale 

od— Thomas  Avey 

— Corrine  Burckhart 

>.-Glenn  W  Ernsberger,  705  Endicott  Rd., 

lelbourne,  FL  32940 

—Timothy  E.  Johnson 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

3oger,  Chuck  Young,  Bernard  Maxwell 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

leth   Koontz,   Thomas   Hickey,   Richard 
[axson 


CREDENTIALS 

R.  Paul  Miller 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS  COMMITTEE 

Tom  Avey,  Chuck  Davis,  Earl  Howell 

MINISTERIUM 

Tom  Avey,  Chm.,  R.  Paul  Miller,  Tom  Hickey 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.-Bill  Tweeddale 
Secy.Treas—  John  Graton 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm.-R.  Paul  Miller 
V  Chm.-Bill  Tweeddale 
Secy— Kenneth  Koontz 

GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

Glenn  W.  Ernsberger,  Tommy  Blow 
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WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres— Yvonne  Maxson 

1st  V.  Pres— To  be  appointed 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Millie  Davis 

Secy.— Gail  Champion,  202  Borada  Rd.,  Sanford, 

FL  32771 
Treas.— Barbara  Heckert,  485  Oakwood  Ave., 

Orange  City,  FL  32763 
Asst.  Treas.— Betty  Munson 
Prayer  Chm.— Sally  Boger 

YOUTH  COMMITTEE 

Chm— Tom  Hickey 
Secy.-Treas.— Timothy  E.  Johnson 
Member-at-Large— Jeff  Hawkey 


COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Maitland,    FL— Maitland    Grace    Bre't 

Church 
Melbourne,  FL— Community  Grace  Bre 

Church 

Ocala,  FL— Ocala  Grace  Brethren  Chur  ( 
Orange   City,   FL— Calvary   Grace   BreH 

Church 

Orlando,  FL— Orlando  Grace  Brethren  CI !^: 
Ormond   Beach,   FL— Ormond   Beach  ( 

Brethren  Church 


FLORIDA  SUNCOAST 


(Florida  Suncoast  District  of  Grace  Brethren 
Churches) 

Next  conference:  Port  Richey  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  April  25,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod.-Ralph  Hall 

V.  Mod— Randy  Weekley 

Secy.— Lynn  Schrock,  148  Ave.  B.  1200  Aurora 

Blvd.,  Bradenton,  FL  34202 
Treas.— Al  Bowman,  3219  Independence  Drive, 

Lakeland,  FL  33803 
Stat-Evelyn  Shane,  c/o  Gulfview  GBC 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

Randy  Weekley,  Chm.,  Lynn  Schrock,  Jeff  Davis 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

Kurt  Miller,  Chm.,  Robert  Richards,  Bruce 
Baker 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Kurt  Miller,  Chm.,  Robert  Richards,  Bruce 
Baker 

CREDENTIALS 

Al  Bowman,  Cindi  Baker,  Marie  Combs 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Jim  Poyner 
Treasurer— Don  Foulks 


Add.  Memb.— Floyd  Sinkler,  Charlie  Masoi 
Wentz,   Al   Clingan,  Kurt  Miller,  R'll 
Weekley 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm— Alan  Clingan 
V.  Chm.-Lester  Pifer 
Secy.-Treas.— Kurt  Miller 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 
Chm.— Alan  Clingan 

YOUTH 

Chm.— Jack  Peters 
V.  Chm  .-Randy  Weekley 
Secy./Treas—  Paul  Williams,  c/o  Grace  Bret 
of  Brooksville 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Lakeland,    FL— Lakeland    Grace    BreH 

Church 
Palm  Harbor,  FL— Palm  Harbor  Grace  Bret 

Church 
Port  Richey,   FL— Gulfview   Grace   Bret  j 

Church 
Brooksville,  FL— Brooksville  Grace  Bret1 

Church 
Bradenton,   FL— Bradenton   Grace   Bret| 

Church 
St.    Petersburg,    FL— St.    Petersburg    G 

Brethren  Church 


HAWAII 


Hawaii  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Ala  Moana  Beach  Park  — 
Magic  Island  Picnic  Area,  May  24,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod— David  Mitchell 
V.  Mod.— James  M.  Kennedy 
Secy.-Robert  H.  L.  Au,  98-323  Pono  St.,  Aiea, 
HI  96701 


Treas.-Nathan  Leigh,  95-2044  Waikalan 
Apt.  302,  Wahiawa,  HI  96786 

Stat.— Ernest    Shiizu,    c/o    Waipio    G:| 
Brethren  Church 

Members-at-Large— Foster    Tresise,    ): 
Shinsato,  Mark  Werner,  Rick  Wagner, 
Coffman,  Joe  Raynon,  and  Rick  Simafri 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

District  Pastors 
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MINISTERIUM 

ordained  elders 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

i.— Sharon  Lucas 

V.  Pres— Cindy  Simafranca 

/.-Jinny  Kennedy,  98-323  Pono  St.,  Aiea, 

il  96701 

as.-Ruth    Wagner,    4316    Likini    St., 

Honolulu,  HI  96818 

yer  Chm— Letitia  Coffman 

;rict  Editor— Betty  Lou  Mitchell 


COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Ewa   Beach,   HI— Rainbow   Grace   Brethren 

Church 
Makakilo,    HI— Makakilo    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Waimalu,    HI— Waimalu    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Wahiawa,  HI— Waipio  Grace  Brethren  Church 


INDIANA 


Indiana  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

jxt  conference:  Place  to  be  announced  — 
•lay  1-2,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

1.— Bob  Arenobine 

lod—  Everett  Caes 

/.-Dave  Troxel,  102  Glenmill  Rd.,  New 

Ubany,  IN  47150 

t.  Secy— Ron  Bowland 

is— Clarence  Eichorst,  1330  Alpine  Dr., 

South  Bend,  IN  46614 

.-Ralph  Burns,  P.O.  Box  284,  Winona 

,ake,  IN  46590 

nbers-at-Large— Bob    Ashman,    Keith 

Shearer,  Bob  Arenobine 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

rett   Caes,    Chm.,    Keith    Shearer,    Ron 
Rowland 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

ry    Edwards,    Chm.,    Charles    Ashman, 
Jerald  Kelley 

AUDITORS 

ry  Chamberlain,  Chm.,  Steve  Galegor,  Al 
Disbro 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

id  Plaster,  Chm.,  Larry  Edwards,  Charles 
Ashman 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

n— Larry  Edwards 

Jhm  —  George  Wallace 

/.—Frank  Poland 

is— Ben  Zimmerman 

rnbers-at-large— Keith    Shearer,    Blaine 

Bailey 

MINISTERIUM 

n.— Allen  Edgington 
?hm.— Ken  Bickel 
y.-Treas.— Gerald  Kelley 
t.  Secy.-Treas  —  Ron  Bowlin 


MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm.— Charles  Ashman 
V.  Chm— George  Wallace 
Secy.— Everett  Caes 

GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

Pres.— Dennis  Reeve 

V.  Pres—  Irv  Harbaugh 

Secy.-Treas.— George  Lord,  601  Marston  Ct., 

Fort  Wayne,  IN  46815 
Members-at-Large— Gene  Fahlsing,  Mike  Lee, 

Tom  McKinley,  Gene  Ridenour 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres.— Darlene  Edwards 

1st  V.  Pres.— Joyce  Taylor 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Lee  Ann  Peters 

Secy.-Ruth  Bowland,  Route  2,  Peru,  IN  46970 

Treas— Martha  Miller,  225  W.  Andrews,  Box 

155,  Monroe,  IN  46772 
Prayer  Chairman— Ruth  Kent 
SMM  Patroness— Valerie  Byers 
Dist.  Editors— Miriam  Pacheco,  Deb  Wilcoxson 

CAMP 

Coordinator— Larry  Edwards 

Name  of  Camp— Indiana  District  Brethren 

Youth  Camp 
Name    of   Campground— Bear    Lake    Carnp 

Ground 
Location  of  Campground— R.  4,  Albion,  IN 

46701 
Telephone    No.-219/779-4183    (Caretaker), 

219/799-5988  (Staff) 
Dates  of  Camp-June  15-20,  1987,  (Senior 

Camp);  June  22-27,  1987,  (Junior  Camp) 

YOUTH 

Chm.-Ken  Bickel 

Secy.-Treas— Dave  Quick,  Route  2,  Box  62A, 

North  Manchester,  IN 
Quizzing  Coordinator— Dan  Michaels 
NAC  Coordinator— Sue  Rike 
Rally  Coordinator— Bob  Nicholson 
Camp  Coordinator— Larry  Edwards 


59 


COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Berne,  IN— Bethel  Brethren  Church 
Columbia  City,  IN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Elkhart,  IN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Flora,  IN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Ft.  Wayne,  IN— First  Brethren  Church 
Ft.  Wayne,  IN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Goshen,  IN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Hartford  City,  IN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Indianapolis,  IN— Eagle  Creek  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Kokomo,  IN— Indian  Heights  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


Kokomo,  EN— North  Kokomo  Grace  Bret 

Church 
Leesburg,    IN— Leesburg    Grace    Bretl; 

Church 
New  Albany,  EN— New  Albany  Grace  Breti : 

Church 
Osceola,  EN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Peru,  IN,  Peru  Brethren  Church 
Sidney,  IN— Sidney  Grace  Brethren  Chu  I 
Warsaw,    EN— Community    Grace    Bretl  i 

Church 
Winona    Lake,    IN— Winona    Lake    Gi 

Brethren  Church 


IOWA— MIDLANDS 


Iowa-Midlands  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Dallas  Center,  IA;  June 
12-13,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod.— Jack  Lesh 

V.  Mod— Ron  Weimer 

Secy.— Mrs.  Kevin  (Diane)  Zuber,  909  E.  Lyon 

St.,  Des  Moines,  IA  50316 
Treas.— Richard  Jensen,  3333  Randolph  St., 

Waterloo,  IA  50702 
Stat.-Mrs.  Sharon  Newlin,  310  Pliler  Precise, 

Longview,  TX  75601 

AUDITORS 

Roger  Herr,  James  Earnest 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm  —  Charles  Thornton 
V.  Chm.— Larry  Richeson 
Secy.-Treas  —  Arthur  E.  McCrum 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

All  ordained  elders  of  the  Iowa-Midlands  Dist. 

GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

Pres  —  Jim  Munholland 

Secy.-Treas— Ted    Coulson,    c/o    First    Grace 

Brethren    Church,    909    E.    Lyon    St., 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  50316 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres.— Shirley  Travis 

1st  V.  Pres.-Bev.  Flaughty 

Secy.— Beverly  Fike,   7540   Hammond  Ave., 

Waterloo,  IA  50701 
Treas.-Zelda  Rittgers,  Box  208,  Dallas  Center, 

IA  50063 


Prayer  Chairman— Margaret  Andrews     ] 
SMM    Patroness— Rose    Earnest,    Viv'i 

Weimer 
Dist.  Editor— Cindy  Lear 

RESOLUTIONS 

Charles  Thornton,  Glen  Welborn,  Rol .: 
Williams 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— John  Burke 

V.  Chm.— Lou  Amundson 

Secy-Treas—  Jack  Lesh 

YOUTH 

Fin.  Secy.— Charles  Thornton,  Grace  Brett  I 
Church,  P.O.  Box  477,  Dallas  Center,  I 
50063 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Cedar  Rapids,  IA— Grace  Brethren  Chun  I 
Dallas  Center,  IA— Grace  Brethren  Chur  I 
Davenport,  IA— Grace  Brethren  Church  i 
Des  Moines,  IA— First  Grace  Brethren  Chu  |i 
Garwin,  IA— Carlton  Brethren  Church  i 
Leon,  IA— Leon  Brethren  Church 
North   English,   IA— Pleasant   Grove   Gil 

Brethren  Church 
Udell,  IA-Udell  Brethren  Church 
Waterloo,  IA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Morrill,  KS-Morrill  Brethren  Church 
Winona,  MN— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Kansas  City,  MO— Grace  Brethren  Churcl 
Austin,  TX— Grace  Brethren  Church  of  GreE  I 

Austin 
Dallas,  TX-Grace  Brethren  Church-Dai  I 

Ft.  Worth  area 
Longview,  TX— Grace  Brethren  Church     I 


MID— ATLANTIC 


Mid-Atlantic  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Alexandria  GBC,  Alexan- 
dria, VA,  April  25,  1987 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod— Larry  Sowers 

V.  Mod.- Jeff  Thornley 

Secy.— Mrs.  Yvonne  Trumpower,  c/o  Calv 

GBC,  195  Bryan  Place,  Hagerstown,  M 

21740 


;.  Secy.— Ron  Shank 

is.-Kenneth  M.  Heefner,  259  Ringgold  St., 

Waynesboro,  PA  17268 

..—John  Fitz,  16  S.  Grant  St.,  Waynesboro, 

3A  17268 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

ry  Gegner,  Chm.,  Ray  Davis,  Fred  Kuhn, 
Wayne  Tucker,  Bob  Bitner 

AUDITORS 

.rles  Ditto,  Drew  Hostetter,  Wayne  Tucker 

CREDENTIALS 

i  Mahaffey 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

man  Mayer,  James  Dixon,  Tex  Hudson 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

n.— Carl  Baker 
;hm— Norman  Mayer 
/.—Ray  Barger 
is.— Jerry  Michael 

MINISTERIUM 

n—  Bob  Wagner 
;hm—  Jerry  Allebach 
/.— Winslow  Thurston 
is— Doug  Courter 
t.  Treas.— Tex  Hudson 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

n— Bob  Wagner 

i.  Members— Jerry  Allebach,  Tex  Hudson, 

Doug  Courter,  Tom  Mahaffey 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

3— Mrs.  Verlyn  Mahaffey 
V.  Pres— Mrs.  Rosella  Lohr 
V.  Pres.— Mrs.  Sandy  Adams 
/.—Miss  Connie  House,  4  W  Wilson  Blvd., 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
as  —  Mrs.  Linda  Michael,  R.  4,  105  Meadow 
Dr.,  Martinsburg,  WV  25401 
yer  Chm— Mrs.  Alice  Hartman 


CAMP 

Director— Carl  Baker 

Manager— Carl  Baker 

Name  of  Camp— Camp  Grace 

Name  of  Campgrounds— Camp  Albryoca 

Location  of  Campground— between  Salisbury 

and    Pocahontas,    PA,    Rt.    3,    Box    92, 

Meyersdale,  PA 
Telephone  No.-814/634-0023 

YOUTH 

Chm— Doug  Courter 

Secy.-Treas.-Mrs.  Joyce  Fitz,  16  S.  Grant  St. 
Waynesboro,  PA  17268 

COMMITTEE  ON  COUNSEL 
&  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Carl  Baker,  Ray  Davis,  Jerry  Allebach,  Larry 
Gegner,  R.  Greene 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Alexandria,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Baltimore,  MD— Grace  Brethren  Fellowship 
Chambersburg,    PA— Chambersburg    Grace 

Brethren  Church 
Hagerstown,  MD— Calvary  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Hagerstown,  MD— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Hagerstown,  MD— Maranatha  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Hagerstown,    MD— Valley    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Lanham,    MD— Lanham    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Martinsburg,  WV— Rosemont  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Seven  Fountains,  VA— Trinity  Brethren  Church 
Temple  Hills,  MD— Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Greater  Washington 
Waynesboro,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Winchester,  VA— Blue  Ridge  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Winchester,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 


MICHIGAN 


Michigan  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

3xt  conference:  Hastings,  Michigan,  April 
.0,  11,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

1— Darrel  Hawbaker 

lod.-Bill  Stevens 

/.—Linda  Erb,  R.  1,  Box  94,  Lake  Odessa, 

VII  48849 

is.-Leo  Peters,  14070  E.  Fulton,  Lowell,  MI 

19331 

:.-Bob   Gahris,    1006   Wadena   Rd„   St. 

loseph,  MI  49085 

nbers-at-Large— John  Furr,  Bob  Mensinger 


COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

Darrel  Hawbaker,  Dean  George,  John  Wedding 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Cecil  Stice,  Michael  Ostrander,  Bob  Mensinger 

AUDITORS 

Bob  Gahris,  Leo  Peters 


CREDENTIALS 


Bill  Stevens 


RESOLUTIONS 

Darrel  Hawbaker,  David  Sarver 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Bill  Stevens 

V.  Chm.— Darrel  Hawbaker 


Secy.— Alan  Jones 
Treas.— Arnold  Erb 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm.— Michael  Funderburg 
V.  Chm— Alan  Jones 
Secy.-Treas.— Russell  Sarver 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm.— Bill  Stevens 

V.  Chm.— Michael  Funderburg 

Secy— Michael  Ostrander 

GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

Pres  —  Cecil  Stice 
V.  Pres.— John  Furr 
Secy.— Bob  Mensinger 

Treas.-Leo  Peters,  14070  E.  Fulton,  Lowell,  MI 
49331 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres— Clair  Stice 

1st  V.  Pres.— Shirley  Stevens 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Lila  Mensinger 

Secy.-Nancy  Funderburg,  13626  84th  St.  SE, 

Alto,  MI  49302 
Treas.-Katherine   Geiger,   9488   Keim  Rd„ 

Clarksville,  MI  48815 
Prayer  Chairman— Fern  Tischer 


SMM  Patroness— Ellen  Jones  (Co-ordin 
Dist.  Editor— Roselynne  Peters 

SMM 

Pres.— Wendy  Murray 

V.  Pres.— Tina  Funderburg 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Jennifer  Furr 

Secy.— Tonya  Ostrander,  R.  1,  Box  212,  M 

MI  49760 
Treas.-Mrs.  Ellen  Jones,  P.O.  Box  67, 

Troy,  MI  49119 
Patroness— Ellen  Jones  (Co-ordinator) 

CAMP 

Sr.  Camp  Dir— Alan  Jones 
Business— Michael  Funderburg 
Dir.  Jr.  Camp— Gerald  Polman 


Co-ordinator- 


YOUTH 

-Bill  Stevens 


COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Alto,  MI— Calvary  Grace  Brethren 
Hastings,  MI— Hastings  Grace  Brethrei :  | 
Lake    Odessa,    MI— Lake    Odessa    Gid 

Brethren 
Lansing,  MI— Lansing  Grace  Brethren    | 
New  Troy,  MI— New  Troy  Grace  Brethrt  i  J 
Ozark,  MI— Ozark  Grace  Brethren 


MOUNTAIN— PLAINS 


Mountain-Plains  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Portis,  KS,  June  11, 12, 13, 
1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod.-Aldo  Hoyt 

V.  Mod.— Mike  Paulus 

Secy.— Norma  Wolters,  Box  117,  Portis,  KS 

67474 
Treas.  Doris  Shrauger,  Box  287,  Beaver  City, 

NB  68926 
Stat —Mrs.  Clarence  Lackey,  Portis,  KS  67474 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Rhonda  Dombach,  Chm.,  Suzi  Walters,  Don 
Eshelman 

CREDENTIALS 

Doris  Shrauger 

RESOLUTIONS 

Don  Eshelman,  Chm.,  Tom  Inman,  Clarence 
Lackey 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Tom  Inman 


MINISTERIUM 

Chm.— Tom  Inman 
Secy.-Treas.— Gilbert  Hawkins 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD  f| 

Chm.— Tom  Inman 

The  ordained  ministers  make  up  the  exa  j- 
ing  board  of  the  district. 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres.— Doris  Shrauger 

V.  Pres.— Geneva  Inman 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Norma  Wolters 

Secy.— Mary  Eshelman,  334  S.  Lulu,  Wicijd 

KS  67211 
Treas.— Rosella  Hawkins,  Beaver  City,  rl 
Dist.  Editor— Rhonda  Dombach 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Arvada,  CO— Hackberry  Hill  Grace  Bret  ml 

Church 
Beaver  City,  NE— Grace  Brethren  Chun)  | 
Colorado  Springs,  CO— Grace  Brethren  Ch  |M 
Denver,  CO— Denver  Grace  Brethren  Ch  \a 
Portis,  KS— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Wichita,  KS— Grace  Brethren  Church     I 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  —  ARIZONA 


Southern  California-Arizona  District 
llowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches 

xt  conference:  Grace  Fellowship  Church, 
forth  Long  Beach,  CA,  May  28-30,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

—Mike  Lee 

od.— Dick  Mayhue 

-Rolland  Coburn,  5719  Beryl  St.,  Alta 

oma,  CA  91701 

.  Secy.— Roy  Polman 

s—  Dallas  Martin,  5464  Canton  St.,  Long 

;each,  CA  90815 

-Ed  Trimmer,   1072  Palo  Verde,  Long 

each,  CA  90815 

ibers-at-Large-Keith  Altig  (87),  Art  Burk 

18),  Robert  Miller  (88),  Dan  Travis  (87), 

herwood  Lingenfelter  (87),  Tim  Flaming 

!7),  Clark  Miller  87),  Steve  Hatfield  (87), 

at  Green  (88),  Leonard  Moen  (88) 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

h  Schwartz,  Ward  Miller,  Robert  Whited 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

d  Belcher   (Chm.),   Don   Byers,   Frank 
olburn,  Ralph  Schwartz,  Bob  Whited 

CREDENTIALS 

,k  Coburn  (Chm.),  Phil  Guerena,  Sheldon 
errine 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

irt  Miller  (Chm.),  Ed  Cashman,  Garth 
indelef 

RESOLUTIONS 

Viveros  (Chm.),  Don  Carter,  Harry  Sturz 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

i  Mcintosh  (Chm.),  Roy  Polman,  Randy 
/ikert 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Travis  (Chm.),  Fred  Berkemer,  Richard 
oburn 

DISTRICT  HOME  MISSION  BOARD 

i—  Robert  MacMillan 

MINISTERIUM 

—Dick  Mayhue 
tim.— Tom  Hughes 
-Treas.— Ralph  Colburn 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

.-Bob  Kliewer  (87) 

-Ralph  Colburn  (87) 

tional    Members— Ed    Cashman    (88), 

arold  Dunning  (88),  David  Belcher  (88), 

any  Sturz  (87),  David  Miller  (89),  Ward 

:iller  (89),  John  Mcintosh  (89) 


GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

Pres.-Eldred  Gillis 

Secy.-Treas.-Clark  Miller,  13138  Michelle  Cr., 

Whittier,  CA  90605 
Boy's  Adviser— Wayne  Alves,  Gregg  Knapp, 

Jim  Botkin,  Marcelino  Reyes 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

President— Helen  Miller 

1st  V.  Pres.— Marjorie  J.  Coburn 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Helen  Rempel 

Recording    Secy— Janet    Kivrisis,    2229    W. 

Rowland,  St.  Ana,  CA  92704 
Corr.  Secy.-Ruth  Reddick,  15819  East  Hill  St., 

La  Puente,  CA  91744 
Treas.— Jane  Reuter,   3500   W   Manchester, 

Inglewood,  CA  90305 
Prayer  Chm— Amy  Guerena 
District  Editor— Marian  McBride 

YOUTH 

Pres— Paul  Copeland,  3590  Elm  Ave.,  Long 
Beach,  CA  90809 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Alta  Loma,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Alta  Loma 
Anaheim,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Beaumont,    CA— Cherry    Valley    Brethren 

Church 
Bell.  CA-Bell  Brethren  Church 
Bellflower,  CA—  Bellflower  Brethren  Church 
Covina,  CA— New  Life  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Cypress,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Glendora,  CA— Bible  Brethren  Church 
Hemet,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
La  Mirada,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
La  Verne,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Lakewood,    CA— Iglesia    Cristiana    de    la 

Comunidad 
Long  Beach,  CA— Community  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Long  Beach,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Long  Beach,  CA— Los  Altos  Brethren  Church 
Long  Beach,  CA— North  Long  Beach  Brethren 

Church 
Los    Angeles,    CA— Community    Brethren 

Church 
Montclair,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Norwalk,  CA— Norwalk  Brethren  Church 
Orange,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Phoenix,  AZ— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Phoenix,  AZ— Northwest  Brethren  Church 
Rialto,  CA— Rialto  Brethren  Church 
Riverside,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
San  Bernardino,   CA— Grace   Brethren   San 

Bernardino 
San  Diego,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
San  Ysidro,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Santa  Ana,  CA— Maranatha  Brethren  Church 
Santa  Maria,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
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Seal  Beach,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Simi  Valley,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
South  Pasadena,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Temple    City,    CA-Temple    City    Brethren 

Church 
Torrance,   CA— South   Bay    Grace   Brethren 

Church 
Tucson,  AZ— Silverbell  Grace  Brethren  Church 


Ventura,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Westminster,      CA— Westminster     G 

Brethren  Church 
Whittier,   CA— Community   Grace   Bret 

Church 
Whittier,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Yucca  Valley,  CA— Grace  Brethren  Chui 


SOUTH  FLORIDA 


South  Florida  District  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Sebring  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod.— Jay  M.  Fretz 
V.  Mod.-Ed  Lewis 
Secy— Richard  V.  Metzger,  3216  Delaware  Ave., 

Sebring,  FL  33870 
Treas.-Ron  Valentine,  6911  S.E.  88th  Blvd., 

Okeechobee,  FL  33472 
Stat.— Mel  Kooper,  11404  N.W.  Second  Terrise, 

Okeechobee,  FL  33472 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.-J.  Paul  Mutchler 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm.— William  Cochran 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm— Ray  I.  Feather 


WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres—  Connie  Kooper 

Proj.  Chm.— Rose  Marie  Barry 

Secy.-Sharon  Feather,  8591  S.W.  Secon 

Okeechobee,  FL  33472 
Treas.—  Karen  Griffith 
Prayer  Chm.— Beth  Fretz 
SMM  Patroness— Pam  Elders 
District  Editor— Lois  Metzker 

DISTRICT  YOUTH 

David  Ogden 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FL— Grace  Brethren  C.  d 
Fort  Myers,  FL— Grace  Brethren  Bible  C!  jd 
Okeechobee,  FL— Grace  Brethren  Chun 
Pompano,  FL— The  Grace  Brethren  CHu  A 

Pompano 
Sebring,  FL— Grace  Brethren  Church     jj 

MISSIONS  POINT 

Naples,  FL— Dan  Thompson,  Pastor 


SOUTHERN  OHIO 


Southern  Ohio  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next    conference:    Basore    Road    Grace 
Brethren  Church,  April  3-4,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod— Howard  Mayes 
V  Mod.-Dan  Grabill 
Secy.-Mrs.  Linda  K.  Penn,  5001  Fishburg  Rd., 

Huber  Heights,  OH  45424 
Treas— Roy  Trissel,  2624  Stonequarry  Rd., 

Dayton,  OH  45414 
Stat— G.  Forrest  Jackson,  2624  Stonequarry 

Rd.,  Dayton,  OH  45424 
Members-at-Large— Steve     Peters,     Ned 

Denlinger 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

Charles  Lawson  (Chm.),  Tad  Hobert,  Mike 
Clapham 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Roy   E.   Glass,   II,   Elgin   Green,   G. 
Jackson 

AUDITORS 

Walt  Fohs,  James  Petri 

CREDENTIALS 

Jim  Marshall,  Bob  Poirier 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Charles  Lawson,  Chm.,  Russ  Ward 

RESOLUTIONS 

Dave  Slusher,  Chm.,  Ron  Welsh 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

Al  Reilly,  Gerald  Root 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm— G.  Forrest  Jackson 
V.  Chm.-Dan  Grabill 
Secy.— Ron  Welsh 


F  'H 


68 


s— Roy  Trissel 

.    Members— Paul    Screenfield,    Ray 

Dhnson,  Steve  Peters 

MINISTERIUM 
.—Steve  Peters 
im— Mike  Clapham 
-Treas.-Tad  Hobert 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

—Charles  Lawson 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

.— Wilma  Hartley 
L  Pres  —  Nancy  Grice 
—Shirley  Baker 
s—  Kathy  Booker 
er  Chm.— Phyllis  Towner 
I  Patroness— Donna  Tolbert 
.  Patroness— Linda  Warren 
■ict  Editor— Ann  Felkley 

YOUTH 

.-Roy  Glass,  III 

-Ron  Welsh,  Englewood  GBC,  307  W 
fenger  Rd.,  Englewood,  OH  45322 
s.-Skip  White,  Basore  Rd.  GBC,  5900 
asore  Rd.,  Dayton,  OH  45415 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

kville,  OH— Brookville  Grace  Brethren 

hurch 

iden,    OH— Camden    Grace    Brethren 

hurch 

erville,  OH— Centerville  Grace  Brethren 

hurch 


Cincinnati,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Greater  Cincinnati 
Clayhole,    KY— Clayhole    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Clayton,  OH— Clayton  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Covington,  OH— Friendship  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Dayton,  OH— Basore  Road  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Dayton,  OH— Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Dayton,  OH— First  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Dayton,  OH— North  Riverdale  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Dryhill,    KY— Victory    Mountain    Grace 

Brethren  Church 
Englewood,  OH— Englewood  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Huber  Heights,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 

of  Huber  Heights 
Kettering,  OH— Calvary  Brethren  Church 
Lexington,  KY— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Sinking  Spring,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Trotwood,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Troy,  OH— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Union,    OH— Community    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Vandalia,    OH— Vandalia    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
West    Alexandria,    OH— Grace    Brethren 

Community  Church 
Xenia,  OH— Xenia  Bible  Study  Group 


SOUTHERN 


Southern  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

xt  conference:  Georgia  Baptist  Assembly 
ampgrounds,  Toccoa,  GA,  June  12-13, 
987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

—Steve  Howell 

od.— Mike  Wingfield 

-Martha  Berkebile,   2624   Saddlewood 

ircle,  Concord,  NC  28025 

s.-Paul  Berkebile,  2624  Saddlewood  Cir- 

e,  Concord,  NC  28025 

-Jack    Broyles,    1607    Whitehall    Rd., 

nderson,  SC  29621 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

3  appointed  by  the  executive  board. 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

—Steve  Howell 

STERIUM 

—Dean  Fetterhoff 
—Steve  Howell 
s.— Don  Soule 


DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Jack  Broyles 
Secy.— Dean  Fetterhoff 
Treas.— Craig  McCurry 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

This  board  is  made  up  of  all  the  pastors  in  the 
district. 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres— Joyce  Wingfield 

1st  V.  Pres— Betsy  Ludwig 

2nd  V.  Pres.-Jill  Moody 

Secy.-Marie  Campbell,   1100  E.   8th  Ave., 

Johnson  City,  TN  37601 
Treas.— Mary  Ruth  Jeffers,  Rt.  3,  Limestone, 

TN  37681 
Prayer  Chm.— Charlotte  Kinnick 
SMM  Patroness— Robin  Barker 
Dist.  Editor— Jane  Broyles 

YOUTH 

(The  youth  committee  will  be  made  up  of  one 
representative  from  each  church.  These  are 
to  be  selected  by  the  Executive  Board.) 


COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Aiken,  SC— Aiken  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Anderson,    SC— Anderson    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Marietta,    GA— Greater    Atlanta    Grace 

Brethren  Church 

Clarkston,  GA— Dekalb  Community  Church 


Charlotte,    NC— Charlotte    Grace    Brefflj 

Church 
Johnson    City,    TN— Johnson    City    G|[e 

Brethren  Church 
Telford,  TN-Telford  Grace  Brethren  Ch -|k 
Irmo,  SC— Carolina  Grace  Brethren  Chi  i. 


SOUTHWEST 


Southwest  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  Counselor,  NM 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod.— Larry  Wedertz 
V.  Mod— Lee  Friesen 
Secy.-Mrs.  Carlos  Mares,  Box  595,  Taos,  NM 

87571 
Treas  —  Roger  Moore 
Stat— Bud  Thompson,   Counselor,  NM,  c/o 

Brethren  Navajo  Mission 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm  —  Lee  Friesen 

Secy  .-Treas.— Tony  Lujan 

Asst.  Secy.-Treas—  Larry  Wedertz 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Bud  Thompson 

Add.  Memb.— All  ministers  of  district 


MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD' 

Chm— Lee  Friesen 

Add.  Memb.— all  ordained  elders  within  di;  'i 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pre s.— Mrs.  Roger  Moore 

1st  V.  Pres.— Jonnie  Lou  Wedertz 

2nd  V.  Pres.— Naomi  Miller 

Secy  .-Roberta  Romo,  P.O.  Box  28,  Talpa,  i* 

87557 
Treas.-Michelle  Torres,  8827  4th  NW,  A\.\ 

Alb.,  NM  87107 
Prayer  Chm.— Celina  Salazar 

CAMP 

Larry  Wedertz 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Albuquerque,  NM— Grace  Brethren  Chi  i 
Counselor,  NM— Cedar  Hill  Grace  Bret  n 

Church 
Counselor,    NM— Grace    Brethren    Ne'| 

Mission 
Taos,  NM-First  Brethren  Church 


VIRGINIA 


. 


Virginia  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

Next  conference:  First  Brethren  Church, 
Buena  Vista,  VA,  May  1  &  2,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mod— Ron  Thompson 

V.  Mod  .-Doug  Witt 

Secy— Mrs.  Marlene  Flynn,  1622  Maiden  Lane, 

S.W.,  Roanoke,  VA  24015 
Treas.-Bobby  Craghead,  236  W.  Phillips  St., 

Covington,  VA  24426 
Stat.-Bill  Clingenpeel,  4418  Oliver  Road, 

N.E.,  Roanoke,  VA  24012 
Member-at-Large— Lester    Kennedy    (Host 

Pastor) 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Dick  Harstine  (87),  chm.;  Buddy  Smals  (88); 
Bill  Willhite  C89) 

AUDITORS 

Jerry  Cox  (87),  Chairman;  Doug  Witt  (88); 
Eldon  Grubb  C89) 


CREDENTIALS 

K.  E.  Richardson  (87),  Chm.;  Harold  Arrin  iJ 
(88);  John  Townsend  (89) 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Lester  Kennedy,  chm.;  John  Townsend;  I  g< 
Witt 

MODERATOR'S  ADDRESS  &  RESOLUTH^ 

Mike  Johnson  (Chm.),  Jim  Smals,  Ge  a 
Traub 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Eldon  Grubb  (87);  Sam  Spangler  (87);  U ij 
Kennedy  (87);  Don  Field  (88);  Bill  Will  4 
(88);  Torn  Quilliams  (88);  Jerry  Cox  <H 
Sonny  Martin  (89);  Dick  Harstine  (8! 


DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm.— Les  Cotsamire 
V.  Chm.— Lester  Kennedy 
Secy.-Doug  Witt 
Treas.— Wayne  Hannah 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm.— George  Traub 
V.  Chm.-C.  L.  Young 
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.-Eldon  Grubb 
s— Ron  Thompson 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

i.— Lester  Kennedy 
hm  —  Ron  Thompson 
.-Doug  Witt 

GRACE  BRETHREN  MEN 

i.— John  Townsend 

-Treas.-Don  Field,  4501-A  Renfro  Blvd., 

oanoke,  VA  24017 

jral  Adviser-Kenneth  league 

|  Members:  Bill  Willhite,  Kenny  Trail 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

—Evelyn  McDonald 
r.  Pres—  Jennifer  Morgan 
V.  Pres.-Ruth  Dunkle 
—Carolyn  Trail,  515  Decatur  St.,  Salem, 
A  24153 

3-Estella  Coffey,  2946  Garden  City  Blvd., 
oanoke,  VA  24014 
er  Chm.— Holly  Shipley 
[  Patroness— Denise  Grubb 
.  Patroness— Patty  Willhite 
Editor— Diana  Parrish 

SMM 

—Teresa  Cooper 

•es—  Sherri  Boiling 

— Wendi    Gibson,    c/o    First    Brethren 

hurch,  Buena  Vista 

s.-Patty    Willhite,    3058    Pebble    Dr., 

oanoke,  VA  24014 

mess— Denise  Grubb 

Patroness— Patty  Willhite 
or  Representative— Stacey  Jenkins 

Leader:  Joyce  Spence 


CAMP 

Name  of  Camp— Camp  TukA-Way 
Location  of  Campground— Star  Rt.,  Box  630, 

Catawba,  VA  24070 
Telephone  No.-703/552-957 1 

YOUTH  COMMITTEE 

Bill  Willhite  (87),  Eldon  Grubb  (87),  Edith 
Staton  (88),  George  Traub  (88),  Wayne 
Hannah  (89),  Jeanette  George  (89) 

EVALUATION 
&  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

Wayne  Hannah,  Lester  Kennedy,  Ron 
Thompson,  C.  L.  Young,  Doug  Witt 

FELLOWSHIP  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Kenneth  Teague,  Ron  Thompson,  Lester 
Kennedy 

COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Altavista,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Boones  Mill,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Buena  Vista,  VA— First  Brethren  Church 
Covington,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Radford,  VA— Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Richmond,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Riner,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Roanoke,    VA— Clearbrook    Grace    Brethren 

Church 
Roanoke,  VA— Garden  City  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Roanoke,  VA— Ghent  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Roanoke,    VA— Patterson    Memorial    Grace 

Brethren  Church 
Roanoke,    VA— Washington    Heights    Grace 

Brethren  Church 
Salem,  VA— Wildwood  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Troutville,  VA— Grace  Bible  Brethren  Church 
Virginia  Beach,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 
Willis,  VA— Grace  Brethren  Church 


WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


tern  Pennsylvania  District  Fellowship  of 
Grace  Brethren  Churches 

xt  conference:  Tiadaghton  Valley  Grace 
rethren  Church,  Avis,  PA,  May  2,  1987 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

—David  Hitchman 

od.— Richard  McCarthy 

-Joanne  Beach,  309  E.  Bell  Ave.,  Altoona, 

A.  16602 

.  Secy— Dolores  Van  Orman 

s.— Rodney  Lingenfelter,  104  Nason  Dr., 

oaring  Springs,  PA  16673 

.-Rose     Snyder,     211     Second     St., 

onemaugh,  PA  15909 

ibers-at-Large— John    Gregory    (1    yr.); 

ichard  Horner  ( 1  year) 


COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

John    Gregory,    James    Snavely,    Chalmer 
Naugle,  Norris  Mason 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Don  Rager,  Charles  Miller,  Robert  Griffith 

AUDITORS 

Richard  Beach,  John  Donelson,  Lloyd  Davis 

CREDENTIALS 

Willard    Gates,    Clarence   Grabill,   Thomas 
Goossens,  Timothy  Boal 

RULES  AND  ORGANIZATION 

Don  Rough,  Charles  Martin,  Richard  Horner 

MINISTERIUM 

Chm.— John  Gregory 
V.  Chm.-Robert  Griffith 
Secy.— Richard  Horner 
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Asst.  Secy— Timothy  Boal 
Treas.—  Robert  Salsgiver 
Asst.  Treas— Thomas  Goossens 
Insurance— Richard  Horner 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARD 

Chm— Charles  Martin 
V.  Chm.-Timothy  Boal 
Secy.-Treas— William  Snell 
Publicity— David  Hitchman 

MINISTERIAL  EXAMINING  BOARD 

Chm— Don  Rough 
V.  Chm.-William  Snell 
Secy— James  Snavely 
Asst.  Secy— Doug  Sabin 

YOUTH 

Chm.-Rick  Stiffler 
V.  Chm.— Don  Heavner 
Secy.— Ilene  Brown 
Treas.— Robert  Salsgiver 

CAMP 

Director— Mr.  Rich  Stappello 
Name  of  Camp— Camp  Mantowagan 
Location  of  Camp— Box  95,  Saxton,  PA  16678 
Telephone  No-814/658-3815 

DISTRICT  MEN 

Pres— Rodney  Lingenfelter 
V.  Pres.— Simon  Toroian 
Secy.— Mike  Shaeffer 
Asst.  Secy— Charles  Miller 
Treas.— Harold  Eshelman 
Asst.  Treas— Tom  Myers 

WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 

Pres—  Kathy  Bowers 

1st  V.  Pres— Deborah  Adams 

2nd  V.  Pres.-Nellie  Diehl 

Secy.-Dolores  Van  Orman,  R.  2,  Box  477, 

Duncansville,  PA  16635 
Treas.-Joanne    Beach,    309    E.    Bell    Ave., 

Altoona,  PA  16602 


Prayer  Chm.— Betty  Huntsman 
SMM  PAtroness— Bettie  Horner 
District  Editor— Marcia  Ritchey 


Patroness- 


SMM 

-Bettie  Horner 


COOPERATING  CHURCHES 

Altoona,  PA— First  Grace  Brethren  Chuj  } 
Altoona,  PA— Juniata  Grace  Brethren  Cm  , 
Armagh,  PA— Valley  Grace  Brethren  ChiL- 
Avis,  PA— Tiadaghton  Valley  Grace  Bret!': 

Church 
Conemaugh,  PA— Conemaugh  Grace  Bretl  : 

Church 
Duncansville,    PA— Leamersville    Gi| 

Brethren  Church 
Everett,  PA— Everett  Grace  Brethren  Chi ' 
Everett,    PA— Community    Grace    Bretl  i: 

Church  of  Everett 
Greensburg,  PA— Greensburg  Grace  Bretl  i 

Church 
Hollidaysburg,  PA— Vicksburg  Grace  Bretl 

Church 
Hopewell,    PA— Hopewell    Grace    Bretl  i 

Church 
Johnstown,  PA— First  Grace  Brethren  Chi  I 
Johnstown,   PA— Geistown   Grace   Bretl  i 

Church 
Johnstown,  PA— Pike  Grace  Brethren  Chi  fl 
Johnstown,   PA— Riverside    Grace   Bretl  i 

Church 
Johnstown,  PA— Singer  Hill  Grace  Bretl  i 

Church 
Kittanning,  PA— Grace  Brethren  Churc  h 

West  Kittanning 
Kittanning,  PA— North  Buffalo  Grace  Bret:  ji 

Church 
Martinsburg,     PA— Martinsburg     Giti 

Brethren  Church 


Milroy,  PA— Milroy  Grace  Brethren  Chu 
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[Directory  of  Grace  Brethren  Churches 


Listing  324  churches  in  34  states 


ted  by  States;  giving  city,  pastor's  name,  church  name,  membership  as  of  January  1, 1986, 
iress.  and  telephone  number;  and  name,  address  and  telephone  number  of  recording 
iretary  or  clerk. 


LASKA 


CHORAGE  (Larry  Smithwick) 
Anchorage  Grace  Brethren  Church  (291) 
Huffman  and  Pintail,  12407  Pintail  St., 

99516  (Tel.  907/345-3741) 
Mrs.  Berne  Dalman,  4521  Snowcap 

Circle,  99516 

GLE  RIVER 

Grace  Brethren  Church 

P.O.  Box  770430,  99577  (Mile  1.8  -  S. 

Birchwood  Loop) 

(Tel.  907/694-688-4010) 
Lana  Anthony,  P.O.  Box  772528,  99577 

(Tel.  907/694-3061) 

MER  (Louis  Amundson) 

Kacheraak  Bay  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(36) 
P.O.  Box  2749,  99603 

(Tel.  907/235-8213) 

NAI  (Earl  D.  Moore) 

Kenai  Grace  Brethren  Church  (79) 

406  McCullom  Dr.,  99611 

(Tel.  907/283-4379) 
Mrs.  Joy  Crummett 

(church  address) 

RTH  POLE  (Robert  Gentzel) 
North  Pole  Grace  Brethren  Church  (13) 
P.O.  Box  56982,  99705-1119 
(Tel.  907/488-1789) 

LDOTNA  (Howard  M.  Snively) 
Peninsula  Grace  Brethren  Church  (104) 

Rt.  2,  Box  881-D,  99669 
Connie  Smith,  1209  Lilac  PI.  #3, 

Kenai,  Ak  99611 

,SILLA  (Chris  Hayes) 

Wasilla  Grace  Brethren  Church  (7) 

P.O.  Box  875410,  99687  (meeting  in  the 

Cottonwood  Elementary  School) 

(Tel.  907/745-8776) 


RIZONA 


OENIX  (Mark  E.  Malles) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (110) 

2940  W.  Bethany  Home  Rd.,  (just  west 

of  Interstate  17),  85017 

(Tel.  602/242-1885) 
Mrs.  Sandra  Hurt,  same  as  church 

address 


PHOENIX  (Russell  Konves) 

Northwest  Brethren  Church  (17) 
4114  W.  Greenway  Rd.,  85023 

(Tel.  602/938-5315) 
Mrs.  Thomas  (Marcia)  Harris,  3612  W. 

Mescal  85029 

(Tel.  602/992-3803) 

TONALEA  (John  Trujillo) 

Red  Lake  Community  Grace  Brethren 

Church 
Box  108,  Tonalea,  86044 

TUCSON  (Kenneth  A.  Curtis) 

Silverbell  Grace  Brethren  Church  (50) 
1477  N.  Silverbell  Rd.,  85705 

(Tel.  602/792-1114) 
Gretchen  Curtis,  1901  Campana  de 
Plata,  85745  (Tel.  602/792-1114) 

CALIFORNIA 


ALTA  LOMA  (Rolland  G.  Coburn) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Alta  Loma 

(70) 
5719  Beryl  St.,  91701 

(Tel.  714/980-0727) 

ANAHEIM  (Arthur  Burk) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (36) 
1546  E.  LaPalma  Ave.,  92805 

(Tel.  714/535-2073) 
Sergio  Cerne,  30916  Calle  San  Felipe, 
San  Juan  Capistrano,  92679 

AUBURN  (Paul  G.  Hoffman) 

Gold  Rush  Community  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (118) 
2945  First  St.,  95603 

(Tel.  916/823-8330) 
Mrs.  Sheila  Cavanagh,  747  Fisher  Dr., 

Auburn,  95603  (Tel.  916/823-5527) 

BEAUMONT  (Robert  D.  Whited) 

Cherry  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(57) 
Beaumont  and  Vineland  Ave.,  (Mailing 

address:  P.O.  Box  655,  92223) 

(Tel.  714/845-1821  or  714/845-7229) 
Mrs.  John  Ham,  3800  W.  Wilson  St., 

Sp.  6,  Banning,  92220 
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BELL  (Don  Folden) 

Bell  Brethren  Church  (32) 
6830  Wilcox  Ave.,  90201 

(Tel.  213/560-1377) 
Mary  Hardy,  6520  Marlow 

(Tel.  213/773-1088) 

BELLFLOWER  (Edwin  E.  Cashman) 
Bellflower  Brethren  Church  (691) 
9405  E.  Flower  St.,  90706 

(Tel.  213/925-6561) 
Margie  McKnight,  6067  Myra  Ave., 

Buena  Park,  90620  (Tel 

714/828-1084) 

CHICO  (Louie  Ricci) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Chico  (46) 
1505  Arbutus  Ave.,  95926 

(Tel.  916/342-8642) 
Dorothy  Yeater,  819  Nancy  Ln. 

(Tel.  916/342-6749) 

COVINA 

New  Life  Grace  Brethren  Church  (86) 
1067  E.  Badillo  St.,  91724 

(Tel.  818/915-8708) 
Rita  MacLean,  9582  Pradera,  Montclair, 

91763 

CYPRESS  (Randy  Senior) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Cypress  (69) 
9512  Juanita,  90630  (Tel.  714/826-6750) 

GLENDORA  (Steve  Hamilton,  Interim 

Pastor) 
Bible  Brethren  Church  (145) 

400  N.  Glendora  Ave.,  91740 

(Tel.  818/914-2881) 
Nancy  Beggs,  1257  Scoville,  Pomona, 

91767  (Tel.  714/621-2695) 

HEMET  (Dean  Smith) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Hemet  (26) 
26121  S.  Hemet  St.,  92344 
(Tel.  714/927-1391) 


LONG  BEACH  (Garth  E.  Lindelef) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  ' 
5885  Downey  Ave.,  90805 

(Tel.  213/634-1056) 
Jerry  Waken,  5739  Oliva,  Lakewood, 
90712  (Tel.  213/634-2324) 

LONG  BEACH  (Richard  Mayhue) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (2,289) 
3590  Elm  Ave,  90807 
(Tel.  213/595-6881) 
Nancy  Bolinger,  send  to  church  addri 

LONG  BEACH  (Richard  Rohrer) 
Los  Altos  Brethren  Church  (154) 
6565  Stearns  St.,  90815 
(Tel.  213/596-3358) 

LONG  BEACH  (David  W  Miller) 
Grace  Fellowship  Church  (1,373) 
6095  Orange  Ave.,  90805  (corner  of  6  i 

and  Orange  Ave. I  (Tel.  213/423-54f 
Tim  Flaming,  5393  Vista  Hermosa, 

Cypress,  90630 

(Tel.  714/995-8182) 

LOS  ANGELES  (Frank  J.  Coburn) 
Community  Brethren  Church  (61) 
5839  Whittier  Blvd.,  90022 

(Tel.  213/721-5972) 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Becker,  525  S.  Russell 

Ave.,  Monterey  Park,  91754 

(Tel.  818/573-1570) 

MODESTO  (Joel  Richards) 

La  Loma  Grace  Brethren  Church  (12 
1315  La  Loma  Ave.,  95354 

(Tel.  209/523-3738) 
Judy  Williams,  1244  Grinnell  St.,  9£'!l 
(Tel.  209/524-1613) 

MONTCLAIR  (John  Sturley) 

Montclair  Grace  Brethren  Church  (5 
5655  Palo  Verde  St.,  91763 
(Tel.  714/984-2323) 


LAKEWOOD  (Alfonso  Ramirez) 

Iglesia  Cristiana  de  la  Comunidad  (52) 
11859  E.  209th  St.,  90715 

(Tel.  213/865-9522) 
Rosa  Iquierdo,  church  address 

(Tel.  213/699-0189  or  714/840-8777) 

LA  MIRADA  (Mike  Lee) 

Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  (128) 
12200  Oxford  Dr.,  90638 

(Tel.  213/947-5672) 
Mrs.  Debbie  Martin,  14430  San 
Cristobal,  (Tel.  714/994-6124) 

LA  VERNE  (David  Belcher) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (176) 

2600  White  Avenue.  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  217,  91750) 

(Tel.  714/593-1204) 
Kathy  Kesler,  2204  Pattiglen, 

(Tel.  714/599-2882) 


NORWALK  (Nickolas  Kurtaneck) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  ( 160) 
11005  Foster  Rd.,  90650 

(Tel.  213/863-7322) 
Mrs.  A.  Adams,  14503  Crossdale  Ave 
(Tel.  213/868-6628) 

ORANGE  (J.  Donald  Byers,  Jr.) 
Grace  Church  of  Orange  (77) 
2201  E.  Fairhaven  Ave.,  92669 

(Fairhaven  and  Newport  Freeway 
(Tel.  714/633-8867) 

PLACERVILLE  (R.  Darrell  Anderson) 
Sierra  View  Grace  Brethren  Church  J 
(Meeting  at  the  Seventh  Day  Advent 
Church  on  North  Shingle  Rd.) 
(Mailing  address:  3020  Newtown 
No.  20,  95667)  (Tel.  916/622-2015 
Daryll  Keirn,  1875  Turkey  Feather 
Lane  (Tel.  916/626-6043) 


.TO  (Roy  L.  Polman) 

irace  Community  Church  (59) 

90  W.  Etiwanda  Ave.,  92376 

(Tel.  714/875-0730) 
Irs.  Nell  Netzley,  5831  Date  St. 

(Tel.  714/875-6632) 

3N  (Glen  W.  Shirk) 

tipon  Grace  Brethren  Church  (141) 

34  West  Main  St.,  95366 

Obi.  209/599-3042) 
lharon  DeSelle,  313  Acacia, 

(Tel.  209/599-6658) 

ERSIDE  (Brian  Smith) 
irace  Brethren  Church  (100) 
'.O.  Box  8532,  92515 

(Tel.  714/359-8195) 
like  Muis,  11201  Reliance,  92505 

(Tel.  714/774-7023) 

RAMENTO  (Thomas  Lynn) 

liver  City  Grace  Community  Church 

(119) 
261  Whitney  Ave.,  95821  (corner  of 

Whitney  and  Eastern  Aves.) 

(Tel.  916/972-1106) 

I  BERNARDINO  (Ward  Miller) 
irace  Brethren  Church  (31) 
5700  Pacific  St.,  92404 

(Tel.  714/889-8695) 
ames  Wheatley,  church  address 

I  DIEGO  (Philip  Teran) 
irace  Brethren  Church  (72) 
455  Atlas  St.,  92111 
(Tel.  619/277-5364) 
Ihuck  Graham,  send  to  church  address 

JOSE 

iouth  Bay  Community  Church  (34) 
610  Camden  Ave.,  95124 

(Tel.  408/269-1289) 
Irs.  Martha  Klus,  2888  Lantz  Ave. 

I  YSIDRO  (Trinidad  Viramontes) 

Ian  Ysidro  Grace  Brethren  Church  (47) 

760  Sunset  Ln.,  92073 

(Tel.  619/428-3445) 
sabel  Avina,  1939  Isla  Del  Carmen 

Wy.,  San  Diego,  92073  (Tel. 

619/428-5001) 

ITA  ANA  (Francisco  Javier  Peraza) 
faranatha  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(Spanish-speaking)  (39) 
deeting  at  1704  W.  First  St.,  92703 

(Tel.  714/541-9312) 
Viva  Gonzales,  506  S.  Shelton  St. 

ITA  MARIA  (Ralph  Schwartz) 
irace  Brethren  Church  (47) 
!23  E.  Fesler,  93454  (Tel.  805/922-4991) 
Irs.  Annette  Coleman,  4533  Eileen  Ln. 
(Tel.  805/927-4761 


SEAL  BEACH  (Donald  P.  Shoemaker) 

Grace  Community  Church  of  Seal  Beach 

(507) 
138  Eighth  St.,  90740 

(Tel.  213/596-1605) 
Rex  Webter,  122  4th  St., 

(Tel.  213/596-3132) 

SIMI  VALLEY  (John  Mcintosh) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Simi  Valley 

(469) 
2762  Avenida  Simi,  93065 

(Tel.  805/527-0195) 
Mrs.  Diane  Clark,  3390  Wichita  Falls 

Ave.,  93063  (Tel.  805/522-1279) 

SOUTH  PASADENA  (Terry  Daniels) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  South 

Pasadena  (66) 
920  Fremont  Ave.,  91030 

(Tel.  818/799-6081) 
John  Pieters,  1117Vfe  Hope, 

(Tel.  818/799-4535) 

TEMPLE  CITY 

Temple  City  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(27) 
5537  Temple  City  Blvd.,  91780 

(Tel.  818/286-6342) 
Mrs.  James  Clarkson,  2520  S.  Second 

Ave.,  Arcadia  91006 

TRACY  (Wayne  Mock) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (91) 
1480  Parker  Ave.,  95376 

(Tel.  209/835-0732) 
Marjorie  Davis,  1355  Audrey  Dr., 

(Tel.  209/835-0185) 

VENTURA  (Robert  MacMillan) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Ventura  (42) 

2186  Knoll  Dr.,  Suite  A,  93003 

(Tel.  805/656-3130) 
Evelyn  Malaimare,  69  Reata  Ave., 

Ventura  93003  (Tel.  805/647-5258) 

WESTMINSTER  (Robert  C.  Kliewer) 
Westminster  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(192) 
14614  Magnolia  Ave.,  92683 

(Tel.  714/893-5500) 
Carolyn  Hastings,  3283  Arizona  Ln., 

Costa  Mesa,  92626 

WHITTIER  (Richard  Todd) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Whittier  (361) 
11000  E.  Washington  Blvd.,  90606 

(2  blocks  east  of  605  Freeway) 

(Tel.  213/692-0588) 
Mrs.  Marian  McBride,  13842  Valna  Dr. 

(Tel.  213/693-1530) 

WHITTIER  (Stephen  Kuns) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (134) 

6704  Milton  Ave.  (Mailing  address:  P.O. 

Box  174,  90608)  (Tel.  213/698-0914) 
Norma  Shamberger,  14046  Oval  Dr., 
90605  (Tel.  213/696-3093) 
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YUCCA  VALLEY  (Roger  Mayes) 
Grace  Community  Church  (21) 
6300  Ruth  Dr.,  92284 

(Tel.  619/228-1785) 
Mrs.  Loreli  Hagedorn,  6462  Ronald  Ave., 

(Tel.  619/365-4535) 


FORT  MYERS  (Edmund  K.  De  Zago)        |[ 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (100) 
2141  Crystal  Dr.,  33907  (in  the  Villa  t; 
one  block  off  Rt.  41,  five  miles  soir 
of  city)  (Tel.  813/936-3251) 
Mrs.  Marci  Webb,  6317  Hoffstra  Ct. 


COLORADO 


ARVADA  (Chris  Ball) 

Hackberry  Hill  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(54) 
7100  Wadsworth  Blvd.,  80003 
(Tel.  303/424-3116) 

COLORADO  SPRINGS  (F.  Thomas  Inman) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (98) 
2975  Jet  Wing,  80916 
(Tel.  303/390-8096) 
Maryan  Schroeder,  630  Catalina  Dr., 
80906  (Tel.  303/576-0565) 

DENVER  (Aldo  Hoyt) 

Denver  Grace  Brethren  Church  (26) 
700  S.  Federal  Blvd.  80219 

(Tel.  303/934-7876) 
Mrs.  Alice  Hoyt,  725  S.  Eliot  St., 

(Tel.  303/937-1671) 


DELAWARE 


NEWARK  (J.  Timothy  Coyle) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (36) 

Meeting  at  the  George  M.  Wilson  Com- 
munity Ctr.  303  New  London  Rd., 
19711  (All  mail  to  pastor's  address) 
Tel.  302/368-5052) 

Ron  Bove,  6  Westfield  Dr., 
(Tel.  302/737-0932) 


FLORIDA 


BRADENTON  (Lester  E.  Pifer) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (18) 
Temporary  location:  Manatee  Red  Cross 

Chapter,  6602  23rd  Ave.  W,  33529 

(Tel.  813/792-2008) 
Mrs.  Ralph  Hall,  6611  Heritage  Lane 

(Tel.  813/792-4256) 

BROOKSVILLE  (Alan  Clingan) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (50) 
6259  Faber  Dr.,  Rolling  Acres  33512 

(Tel.  904/796-7172) 
Mrs.  Romayne  Wentz,  27313  Frampton 

Ave.,  (Tel.  904/799-0472) 

FORT  LAUDERDALE  (J.  Paul  Mutchler) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (146) 
1800  N.  W  Ninth  Ave.,  33311 

(Tel.  305/763-6766) 
Joe  Taylor,  124  N.E.  19  Ct.,  #204-B, 

Wilton  Manors,  33305 


LAKELAND  (Jack  K.  Peters,  Jr.) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (18) 
201%  E.  Lemon  St.,  33801 

(Tel.  813/686-4638) 
Steve  Keers,  5203  Serrento  Ct.,  3380 

MAITLAND  (R.  Paul  Miller) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (72) 
Wymore  Rd.  (%  mile  north  of  Maitlai 

Blvd.  Interchange  on  1-4)  (Mailing  . 

address:  Box  762,  32751) 

(Tel.  305/628-8816) 
Lois  Johnson,  c/o  church  address 

MELBOURNE  (William  F.  Tweeddale) 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  ■ 

Suntree  (39) 
2560  Brett  Ct.,  32935 

(Tel.  305/254-8993) 
Glenn  Ernsberger,  705  Endicott  Rd., 

32935  (Tel.  305/259-6608) 

OCALA  (Charles  Davis) 

Ocala  Grace  Brethren  Church  (13)      ! 
1728  S.E.  58th  Ave.,  32671  (All  mail 

pastor's  address) 

(Tel.  904/694-4855) 
Mrs.  Norman  Roberts,  R.  1,  Box  363' 

Citra,  32627  (Tel.  904/595-8807) 

OKEECHOBEE  (Ray  L.  Feather) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (185) 
701  S.  Parrott  Ave.  (Mailing  address:  i 

Box  656,  33474)  (Tel.  813/763-3211' 
Mrs.  Eileen  Valentine,  6911  S.E.  88tr; 

Blvd.,  (Tel.  813/763-0397) 

ORANGE  CITY  (Kenneth  Koontz) 

Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church  (35) 
3165  Howland  Blvd.,  Deltona,  32725 
(Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box  1071, 
32763)  (Tel.  904/789-1289) 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Koontz, 
(Tel.  904/789-6512) 

ORLANDO  (Thomas  D.  Avey) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Orlando  (t 
5425  S.  Apopka-Vineland  Rd.,  32819 

(Tel.  305/876-3178) 
Wendell  Coffin,  (Tel.  813/424-2114) 

ORMOND  BEACH  (Thomas  W.  Hickey) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Ormond 

Beach  (74) 
1060  St.  Rd.  40,  32074 

(Tel.  904/673-0145) 
Peggy  Cole,  26  Arroyo  Pkwy., 

(Tel.  904/677-4282) 
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.M  HARBOR  (Kurt  Miller) 

Palm  Harbor  Grace  Brethren  Church  (34) 

Meeting  at  the  Child  Development 

Center,  1550  16th  St.,  34273  (Mailing 

address:  P.O.  Box  522) 

(Tel.  813/736-2871) 


EWA  BEACH  (C.  L.  "Kip"  Coffman) 
Rainbow  Grace  Brethren  Church  (59) 
91-779  Fort  Weaver  Rd„  96706 

(Tel.  808/689-5035) 
Mrs.  Arleen  Alejado,  91-824  Oama  St. 
(Tel.  808/689-6398) 


lAPANO  BEACH  (William  Cochran) 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Pompano  Beach  (25) 
5501  N.E.  Third  Ave.,  33064 

(Tel.  305/941-3176) 

rr  RICHEY  (Jim  Poyner) 

julfview  Grace  Brethren  Church  (73) 

5639  Hammock  Rd.,  33568  (Hammock 
is  1  mile  south  of  State  Rd.  52,  off  of 
Highway  19)  (Tel.  813/862-7777) 

Vlrs.  Evelyn  Shane,  c/o  church  address 

?RING  (Jay  Fretz) 

Bebring  Grace  Brethren  Church  (37) 

5626  Thunderbird  Rd.,  33870 

(Tel.  813/385-3111) 
Slsie  Miller,  1010  Wightman  Ave., 

(Tel.  813/385-5774) 

PETERSBURG  (Randy  Weekley) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  St. 

Petersburg  (70) 
3300  62nd  Ave.,  N.,  Pinellas  Park, 

33565  (Tel.  813/546-2850) 
Marian  Foulks,  6547  66th  Ave.,  N., 

Pinellas  Park,  33565 

(Tel.  813/544-2972) 


EORGIA 


.ANTA  (Ernest  Usher) 

Dekalb  Community  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (21) 
P.O.  Box  370837,  Decatur,  30037 
Mrs.  LaVon  Usher,  3940-2  Memorial 

College  Ave.,  Clarkston,  30021 
Tel.  404/296-8831) 

.ANTA  (Dean  Fetterhoff) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Greater 

Atlanta  (110) 
3079  Hidden  Forest  Ct.,  Marietta, 

30066  (Tel.  404/422-3844) 
Mrs.  Linda  Jarrell,  450  Springfield  Dr., 

Woodstock,  30188  (Tel.  404/924-4841) 


AWAII 


A  (James  Kennedy) 

Waimalu  Grace  Brethren  Church  (124) 

98-323  Pono  St.,  96701 

(Tel.  808/488-6006) 
Gerraine  Niiyama,  94-775  Pa  Aono  St. 

B-ll,  Waipaha,  96797 

(Tel.  808/676-2175) 


MAKAKILO  (Nathan  Leigh) 

Makakilo  Grace  Brethren  Church 
95-575  Wailoa,  Miliani  Town,  HI  96789 


WAHIAWA  (A.  David  Mitchell) 

Waipio  Grace  Brethren  Church  (67) 
95-035  Waimakua  Dr.,  96786 

(Tel.  808/623-5313) 
Miss  Ellen  Nagao,  95-108  Waimakua 
Dr.  (Tel.  808/623-2116) 


INDIANA 


BERNE  (Larry  Edwards) 

Bethel  Brethren  Church  (163) 

718  E.  Main  St.,  46711  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  46) 

(Tel.  219/589-3381) 
Mrs.  Larry  Leistner,  1006  E.  Main  St., 

(Tel.  219/589-2237) 

CLAY  CITY  (Robert  G.  Clouse) 
First  Brethren  Church  (37) 
Tenth  and  Cook  Sts.,  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  85,  47841) 
Miss  Lavaughn  Backfisch,  R.R.  1, 

(Tel.  812/939-2620) 

COLUMBIA  CITY  (Robert  Ashman,  Interim) 
Columbia  City  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(25) 
R.  9  (Two  miles  east  of  Columbia  City  on 

Route  U.S.  30),  46725 
Marion  Bolinger,  R.  1 

(Tel.  219/723-4259) 

ELKHART  (Everett  Caes) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (121) 
24775  CR  20  E.,  46517 

(Tel.  219/875-5271) 
Dorothy  Caes,  58644  CR.  Ill 

(Tel.  219/295-6337) 

FLORA  (Jeffery  Guimont) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (69) 
103  S.  Willow  St.,  46929 

(Tel.  219/967-3020) 
Rosanna  Fife,  R.R.  1,  Bringhurst,  46913 

(Tel.  219/967-3201) 

FORT  WAYNE  (Larry  Richeson) 
First  Brethren  Church  (250) 
3326  S.  Calhoun  St.,  46807 

(Tel.  219/744-1065) 
Mrs.  Linda  Burris,  2011  Graham  Ave., 
46808 


77 


FORT  WAYNE  (Robert  Arenobine) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (80) 
4619  Stellhorn  Rd.,  46815 

(Tel.  219/485-3021) 
Mrs.  George  Troxel,  5021  Forest  Ave., 

(Tel.  219/749-8332) 

GOSHEN  (Kenneth  Bickel) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (126) 
1801  W.  Clinton  St.,  46526 

(Tel.  219/533-7546) 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Brumbaugh,  22864  St.  Rd. 
119  (Tel.  219/533-3715) 

HARTFORD  CITY  (Phil  Spence) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (32) 
211  W.  Pennsylvania,  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  346,  47348)  (Tel. 

317/348-4646) 
Leslie  Bantz,  1302  N.  100E. 

(Tel.  317/348-0518) 

INDIANAPOLIS  (Paul  E.  Woodruff) 

Eagle  Creek  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(158) 
7001  W.  46th  St.,  46254 

(Tel.  317/293-3372) 
Jan  Wilson,  4965  W.  12th  St.,  46224 

(Tel.  317/241-4484) 

KOKOMO  (Gerald  Kelley) 

Indian  Heights  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(129) 
725  E.  Center  Rd.,  46902 

(Tel.  317/453-0933) 
Mrs.  Cindi  Holland,  2213  S.  Dixon 

(Tel.  317/457-5118) 

KOKOMO  (George  K.  Wallace) 

North  Kokomo  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(144) 
37  W  550N,  46901 

(Tel.  317/457-8886) 
Mrs.  Donis  Gross,  633  E.  Cassville  Rd. 

(Tel.  317/457-2801) 

LEESBURG  (Wm.  W  Smith) 

Leesburg  Grace  Brethren  Church  (85) 
Church  and  Pearl  Sts.,  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: Box  370,  46538)  (Tel. 
219/453-3401) 

NEW  ALBANY  (Davy  L.  Troxel) 

New  Albany  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(35) 
Charlestown  Rd.,  at  Chapel  Ln.,  (Send 

all  correspondence  to  the  pastor  at 

102  Glenmill  Rd.,  47150) 
Ronda  Troxel,  102  Glenmill  Rd.,  47150 

(Tel.  812/945-PRAY) 

OSCEOLA  (Keith  A.  Shearer) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (268) 
58343  Apple  Rd.,  46561 

(Tel.  219/674-5918) 
Esther  Plodowski,  527  Capitol  Ave., 

Mishawaka,  46544  (Tel. 

219/256-1758) 


PERU  (Ron  Bowland) 

Peru  Brethren  Church  (124) 

436  S.  Broadway  (Mailing  address:  P 

Box  552,  46970)  (Tel.  317/473-388: 
Richard  Holiday,  R.R.  3 
(Tel.  317/985-2561) 

SIDNEY  (David  C.  Quick) 

Sidney  Grace  Brethren  Church  (71) 

P.O.  Box  1,  46566  (Tel.  219/839-00r 
Miss  Enid  Heckman,  R.  8,  Box  264A 

Warsaw,  46580  (Tel.  219/267-6574; 

SOUTH  BEND 

Ireland  Road  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(217) 
1701  E.  Ireland  Rd.,  46614 

(Tel.  219/291-3550) 
Pat  Yoder,  533  Behney,  Mishawaka, 

46544  (Tel.  219/259-1494) 

WARSAW  (Allen  Edgington) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(308) 
909  S.  Buffalo  St,  46580 

(Tel.  219/269-2443) 
Lisa  Tyre,  505  School  St,  Winona  Lei 

46590  (Tel.  219/269-5600) 

WINONA  LAKE  (Charles  H.  Ashman) 
Winona  Lake  Grace  Brethren  Churcl 

(710) 
1200  Kings  Highway,  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-6623) 
Alice  Koontz,  R.  8,  Box  231,  Warsaw,! 

46580  (Tel.  219/267-6013) 


IOWA 


CEDAR  RAPIDS  (Donald  Bowlin) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (51) 
2905  D  Ave,  N.E,  52402 

(Tel.  319/363-4983) 
Sue  Schellenberg,  3080  8th  St,  Mari 
52302 

DALLAS  CENTER  (Charles  Thornton) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (93) 
305  Hatton  St,  (Mailing  address:  PC 

Box  477,  50063)  (Tel.  515/992-323! 
Mrs.  Glenn  B.  Perkins,  400  Kellogg 
(Tel.  515/992-3325) 

DAVENPORT  (Bob  Foote) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (101) 
3919  N.  Elsie  Ave,  52806 

(Tel.  319/391-5356) 
Mrs.  Cay  Brown,  824  S.  Cody  Rd, 

Le  Clair,  52753  (Tel.  319/289-4234 

DES  MOINES  (Kevin  Zuber) 
First  Grace  Brethren  Church 
(Mailing  address:  909  E.  Lyon  St, 
50309) 
78  (Tel.  515/262-5290) 


,RWIN  (Milt  Ryerson) 

Carlton  Brethren  Church  (91) 

R.  1,  50632  (6Y2  miles  southwest  of  Gar- 
win)  (lei.  515/499-2358) 

Mrs.  Carl  Kouba,  R.  1,  Toledo,  52342 
(Tel.  515/499-2052) 

ON  (Glen  H.  Welborn) 

Leon  Brethren  Church  (90) 

108  W.  Fourth  St.,  50144  (All  mail  to 

pastor's  address) 
Mrs.  Ray  Andrew,  R.  2 

(Tel.  515/446-6563) 

>RTH  ENGLISH  (Arthur  McCrum) 
Pleasant  Grove  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(56) 
R.  1,  Box  33,  52316  (2  Miles  east  of 

Millersburg,  7  miles  northwest  of 

North  English)  (Tel.  319/664-3568) 
Gretchen  White,  323  E.  Oak  St. 

(Tel.  319/664-3108) 

ELL 

Udell  Grace  Brethren  Church  (24) 
Box  67,  52593  (Parsonage 
-Tel.  515/452-6744) 


DRYHILL  (Samuel  Baer) 

Victory  Mountain  Grace  Brethren 

Chapel  (58) 
H.C.  62,  Box  640,  Dryhill,  41749  (9  miles 

north  of  Hyden  on  Route  257) 

(Tel.  606/672-2520) 
Lois  Jean  Valentine,  Confluence,  41730 

(Tel.  606/672-2455) 

LEXINGTON  (Al  Reilly) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Lexington  (20) 
(Mailing  address:  1004  Spring  Run  Rd., 

40514)  (Tel.  606/223-1841) 
Mrs.  Michael  Brumagen,  3685  Sundart 

Dr.,  40502  (Tel.  606/272-0958) 


MAINE 


BRUNSWICK  (Darrel  Taylor) 

Down  East  Grace  Brethren  Church  (10) 
Near  U.S.  1  and  Maine  St.  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: P.O.  Box  916,  04011) 
(Tel.  207/729-8283) 
Michael  D.  Hebert,  church  address 


TERLOO  (John  P.  Burke) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (518) 
1760  Williston  Ave.,  50702 

(Tel.  319/235-9586) 
Mrs.  Ward  Speicher,  953  Lynda  Rd.. 

50701  (Tel.  319/232-6380) 


ANSAS 


RRILL  (Richard  Kinson) 
Morrill  Grace  Brethren  Church  (21) 
66515  (Tel.  913/459-2487) 
Doris  Martney,  R.  3,  Falls  City,  NE 
68355  (Tel.  402/245-3698) 

RTIS  (Clarence  Lackey) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Portis  (115) 

Box  6,  67474  (on  Highway  281) 

(Tel.  913/346-2085) 
Mrs.  Carol  Noel,  (Tel.  913/346-2911) 

DHITA  (Donald  E.  Eshelman) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (13) 
1108  N.  Oliver,  67208 

(Tel.  316/688-0907) 
Mary  Eshelman,  1123  N.  Terrace,  67208 

(Tel.  316/688-0907) 


ENTUCKY 


\YHOLE  (Harold  P.  Combs) 

Clayhole  Grace  Brethren  Church  (55) 

Box  219,  41317  (Highway  476,  4  miles 

east  of  Lost  Creek) 

(Tel.  606/666-2047) 
Mrs.  Karen  Abner,  Brewer  Subdivision, 

Jackson,  41339  (Tel.  606/666-7843) 


MARYLAND    

ACCIDENT  (Paul  Mohler,  interim) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (40) 
Bumble  Bee  Rd.,  21520  (2  miles  south  of 

Accident) 
Mrs.  Shirley  Burns,  McHenry,  MD  21541 
(Tel.  301/387-6805) 


BALTIMORE  (Elliott  Hudson) 

Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  of  Baltimore 
(13) 

(All  Mail  to:  119  Marburth  Ave., 
21204)  (Tel.  301/583-7010) 

CUMBERLAND  (Raymond  McCoy) 

Cumberland  Grace  Brethren  Church  (108) 
R.  2,  Box  497,  21502  (From  Rt.  48  take 
Willow  Brook  Rd.,  to  end,  turn  rt.  on 
Williams  Rd.)  (Tel.  301/777-8362) 
Mrs.  Nancy  Divelbiss,  518  Louisana  Ave., 
21502  (Tel.  301/722-8172) 

HAGERSTOWN  (J.  Norman  Mayer) 

Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church  (114) 
195  Bryan  PL,  21740 
(Tel.  301/733-6375) 
Jake  W  Kesecker,  Sr.,  1384  Salem  Ave., 
21740  (Tel.  301/733-0084) 

HAGERSTOWN  (Raymond  H.  Davis) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (520) 
First  and  Spruce  Sts.  (Mailing  address: 

837  Spruce  St.,  21740) 
(Tel.  301/739-1726) 
Henry  Mathers,  206  Gay  wood  Dr., 
(Tel.  301/797-7541) 
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HAGERSTOWN  (Larry  B.  Sowers) 
Maranatha  Brethren  Church  (290) 
1717  Jefferson  Blvd.,  21740 

(Tel.  301/733-1717) 
Eugene  Ridenour,  803  Woodland  Wy., 

(Tel.  301/791-0681 

HAGERSTOWN  (Daniel  J.  Pritchett) 
Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church  (128) 
2275  Gay  St.  (Halfway  Area),  21740 

(Tel.  301/582-0155) 
Harry  T.  Barger,  Jr.,  408  Englewood  Rd.. 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
(Tel.  301/739-1129) 

LANHAM  (W.  Russell  Ogden) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (235) 
8400  Good  Luck  Rd.,  20706 

(Tel.  301/552-1414) 
Gene  Pinkard,  Box  2T,  Mackall  Rd.,  St. 
Leonard,  20685  (Tel.  301/586-2345) 

TEMPLE  HILLS 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Greater 
Washington  (One  church  in  four 
locations) 

BRANCH  CHURCHES: 

TEMPLE  HILLS  (James  G.  Dixon) 
5000  St.  Barnabas  Rd.,  20748 

(Tel.  301/894-2722) 
Mrs.  Doris  Homan,  3712  Gull  Rd. 

(Tel.  301/894-6709) 

CALVERT  CO.  (Robert  W.  Wagner) 
Meeting  in  Northern  High  School, 

Chaneyville  Rd.,  Owings,  20736 

(Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box  458) 

(Tel.  301/855-7895) 
Mrs.  Janet  Smith,  4007  Lakeview  Turn, 

Dunkirk,  20754  (Tel.  301/855-6926) 

FREDERICK  (R.  Dallas  Greene) 
Meeting  in  Waverly  Elementary  School, 

Waverly  Rd.  (Mailing  address:  7098 

Linestone  Ln.,  Middletown  21769) 

(Tel.  301/473-4337) 
Mrs.  Ann  Taylor,  7101  Silver  Cir., 

Middletown,  21769 

(Tel.  301/371-4291) 


WALDORF  (Jeff  M.  Thornley) 

Hwy.  5  (5  miles  S.E.  from  Waldorf),  Box 

283-1,  20601  (Tel.  301/645-0407) 
Mrs.  Darlene  Thomas,  R.  3,  Box  164A, 

LaPlata,  20646  (Tel.  310/934-2547) 


WESTERNPORT  (John  Lancaster) 

Mill  Run  Grace  Brethren  Church  (25) 
R.R.  1,  Box  75,  21562  (4  miles  north  of 

Westernport,  west  off  Route  36) 
Diana  Grady,  Pearl  St.,  Piedmont,  WV, 

26750  (Tel.  304/355-8046) 


MASSACHUSETTS! 

PALMER  (James  F.  Hunt) 

New  Beginning  Grace  Brethren  Chi.  J 

(8) 
Shaw  St.  (Mailing  address:  54  E.  Pa  i 

Park  Dr.,  01069)  (Tel.  413/283-64(1 
Mary  M.  Hunt,  54  E.  Palmer  Park  I 

(Tel.  413/283-6464) 


MICHIGAN 


ALTO  (Michael  Funderburg) 

Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church  (10' 
13626  84th  St.,  S.E.,  (corner  of  84th 

and  Pratt  Lake  Rd.),  49302 

(Tel.  616/868-7440) 
Bernard  Smith,  11478  Potters  Rd., 

Lowell,  49331  (Tel.  616/897-9549: 

HASTINGS  (Russell  Sarver) 

Hastings  Grace  Brethren  Church  (111 
600  Powell  Rd.  (Mailing  address:  29  ' 

Center  Rd.,  49058) 
Darrel  Hawbaker,  705  E.  State  Rd., 
(Tel.  616/945-9219) 

LAKE  ODESSA  (Bill  Stevens) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (114) 
Vedder  Rd.  (Mailing  address:  9390  5 

Thompson  Rd.,  48849) 

(Tel.  church:  616/374-7796;  parsoi 

616/693-2315) 
Mrs.  Orley  Hulliberger,  Tasker  Rd., 
R.  3,  (Tel.  616/374-7818) 

LANSING  (Vance  Christie) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (64) 
3904  W  Willow  St.,  48917 

(Tel.  517/323-2424) 
Mrs.  Don  Shannon,  217  E.  South  St; 
Morrice,  48857  (Tel.  517/625-7581 

NEW  TROY  (Alan  Jones) 

New  Troy  Grace  Brethren  Church  (<| 
Corner  of  Weechik  and  California  R  , 

(Mailing  address:  Box  67.  49119 

(Tel.  616/426-3121) 
Mrs.  Robert  Gahris,  1006  Wadena  P 

St.  Joseph,  49085  (Tel.  616/429-0  1 

OZARK  (Michael  Ostrander) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (43) 
Ozark  Rt.,  Moran,  49760  (5*4  miles 

and  1  mile  south  of  Trout  Lake 

H-40) 
Edith  Sherman.  R.  2,  Box  878,  Fibr 

49732 


MINNESOTA 
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WINONA 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (42) 
627  W.  Seventh,  55987 

(Tel.  507/454-2045) 
Judy  Halbakken,  St.  Charles,  5597: 

(Tel.  507/932-3146) 


ISSOURI 


SAS  CITY 

[race  Brethren  Church  (25) 
f.E.  80th  and  Antioch  (All  mail:  to  Paul 
Bauer,  4518  N.  Monroe,  64117 


EBRASKA 


VER  CITY  (Gilbert  Hawkins) 

(race  Brethren  Church  (36) 

orner  of  12th  and  "0"  Sts.  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: P.O.  Box  180,  68926) 
(Tel.  308/268-5821) 

velyn  Keezer  (Tel.  308/268-4950) 


EW  JERSEY 


E  (John  A.  Galle) 

■race  Brethren  Church  of  Hope  (63) 
'ne-half  mile  south  of  Hope  on  Rt.  519 
(Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box  186, 

07844)  (Tel.  201/459-4876) 
tanley  M.  Dick,  P.O.  Box  167 

LAUREL  (Robert  M.  Spicer) 
irace  Brethren  Church  (116) 
22  S.  Church  St.,  08054 

(Tel.  609/234-3449) 
Irs.  Lillian  DeZwaan,  114  Williamsburg 

Way 

(Tel.  609/235-0672) 


EW  MEXICO 


UQUERQUE  (Leland  Friesen) 
•race  Brethren  Church  (90) 
49  Daniel  Circle,  N.W,  87107 
(Tel.  505/898-2554) 

UQUERQUE  (Thomas  Hughes) 
[eights  Grace  Brethren  Church  (75) 
518  Eubank  Blvd.,  N.E.,  87112 
(Tel.  505/296-8087) 

NSELOR  (Tully  Butler) 

edar  Hill  Navajo  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (20) 
'o  Brethren  Navajo  Mission,  Counselor, 

87018  (Tel.  505/568-4454) 

S  (Tony  Sandoval) 

irst  Brethren  Church  of  Taos  (180) 

orner  of  Pandos  and  Witt  Rds.  (1  mile 

east  on  Raton  Rd.)  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Drawer  1068,  87571) 
I  (Tel.  505/758-3388) 
Wisita  Varos,  P.O.  Box  203,  Arroyo 
!    Seco,  87514  (Tel.  505/776-8530) 


NEW  YORK 


SARATOGA  SPRINGS  (Chet  Sparzak) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Saratoga 

Springs  (13) 
152  Hawthorn  Blvd.,  12866 

(Tel.  518/583-1196) 
Barbara  Sparzak,  152  Hawthorn  Blvd. 

(Tel.  518/583-1196) 

STATEN  ISLAND  (Richard  duPont) 
Grace  Brethren  Bible  Church 
237  Taylor  St.,  10310 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

CHARLOTTE  (Howard  Gelsinger) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (40) 
All  Mail  to:  Freedom  Station,  P.O.  Box 

669065,  28208 
Mr.  James  Tilley,  6700  Manderly  Dr., 
28214  (Tel.  704/394-3000) 


I 
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AKRON  (A.  Harold  Arrington) 

Ellet  Grace  Brethren  Church  (233) 
530  Stetler  Ave.,  44312  (Ellet  area) 

(Tel.  216/733-2520) 
Mrs.  Cheryl  Schmidt,  3243  Brunk  Rd., 
(Tel.  216/628-4922) 

AKRON  (Kenneth  J.  Brown) 

Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church  (155) 
754  Ghent  Rd.,  44313  (Tel.  216/666-8341) 
Nancy  Adams,  4679  Ranchwood  Rd., 
(Tel.  216/666-9637) 

ANKENYTOWN  (W.  Carl  Miller) 

Ankenytown  Grace  Brethren  Church  (274) 
R.R.  1,  Bellville,  44813  (4V2  miles  N.E.  of 

Fredericktown  on  State  Route  95) 

(Tel.  614/694-6936) 
Mrs.  Carl  Kochheiser,  1851  Painter  Rd., 

R.  3,  Fredericktown,  43019 

ASHLAND  (John  Teevan) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (621) 
1144  W  Main,  44805  (Tel.  419/289-8334) 
Mrs.  Leona  Miller,  431  Keen  Ave. 
(Tel.  419/289-7657) 

ASHLAND  (Gary  Miller) 

Southview  Grace  Brethren  Church  (157) 
Katherine  and  Budd  Sts.,  44805 

(Tel.  419/289-1763) 
Leonard  Aulger,  1105  Priscilla  Ln., 

(Tel.  419/289-1467) 

BELLEFONTAINE  (Rick  Petty) 

Mad  River  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church 
425  E.  Patterson  (Mailing  address:  P.O. 
Box  191,  43311)  (Temporary  meeting 

place:  Memorial  Hall) 
(Tel.  513/592-1419) 
Marilyn  Petty,  church  address  and  phone 


> 
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BOWLING  GREEN  (Robert  Morton) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (58) 
121  S.  Enterprise  St.,  43402 

(Tel.  419/352-6635) 
Bernice  Aguilar,  604  Conneaut  Ave., 
(Tel.  419/352-2802) 


BROOKVILLE  (William  Crabbs) 

Brookville  Grace  Brethren  Church  (376) 
12152  Westbrook  Rd.  (Mailing  address: 
RO.  Box  113,  45309) 
(Tel.  513/833-5562) 
Ed  Stutz,  72  Mound  St. 

CAMDEN  (Elgin  L.  Green) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (23) 
96  W.  Central  Ave.,  45311 

(Tel.  513/452-1290) 
Mrs.  Frank  (Penny)  Brewster,  9515  Ar- 
boridge  Ln.,  Miamisburg,  45342 
(Tel.  513/434-3396) 

CANTON  (Terrance  Taylor) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (282) 
6283  Market  Ave.  N.,  44721 

(Tel.  216/499-3818) 
Mrs.  Joanne  Spitz,  6288  Woodmoor  Ave., 
N.W.,  44718  (Tel.  216/494-8533) 


CENTERVILLE  (Daniel  J.  Grabill) 
Centerville  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(113) 
410  E.  Social  Row  Rd.,  45459 

(Tel.  513/885-2029) 
Ruth  Bowles,  Box  121,  Waynesville, 

45068  Tel.  513/897-1373) 


COLUMBUS  (Quentin  Matthes) 

Southwest  Grace  Brethren  Church  ( |[ 

30  Maple  St.  (New  Rome  -  1  mile  ffl 

270,  V2  block  N.  of  Broad  St.)  (All 

mail  to  pastor's  address) 

Mrs.  Patricia  Fitzsimmons,  1059  Mo- 

crief  Ave.,  43207 


COLUMBUS  (Howard  Stouffer) 

Trinity  Grace  Brethren  Church  (225 
1712  Courtright  Rd.,  43227 

(Tel.  614/236-0616) 
Jenny  McAllister,  7463  E.  Broad  St. 

(Tel.  614/864-4616) 

COOLVILLE  (George  Horner) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (52) 
Seminary  and  Rock  Sts.  (off  Routes 
and  7  between  Athens  and  Belpt 
(Mailing  address:  Box  235,  4572 
(Tel.  614/667-3710) 
Shirley  Bowman,  R.  1,  Box  27A 

COVINGTON  (Don  Staley) 

Friendship  Grace  Brethren  Church  i 
5850  St.  Rt.  41  West,  45318 

(Tel.  513/473-2128) 
Virginia  Peters,  4666  St.  Rt.  41  Wes 

(Tel.  513/473-2667) 


CUYAHOGA  FALLS  (Doug  Jensen) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (21) 
1736  E.  Bailey  Rd.,  44221 

(Tel.  216/923-8203) 
Mrs.  Jacquie  Jensen,  3521  Williams 
Rd.,  Stow,  44224  (Tel.  216/688-80. 


CINCINNATI  (Michael  Clapham) 
Grace  Brethren  Church 
All  mail  to  address  below 

(Church  Tel.  513/671-0257) 
Elizabeth  Clapham,  12066  Benadir, 

45246  (Tel.  513/671-6023) 

CLAYTON  (Darryl  Ditmer) 

Clayton  Grace  Brethren  Church  (63) 
Box  9,  45315  (Salem  and  Kimmel  Rd.) 

(Tel.  513/836-1689) 
Mrs.  Don  Dickey,  7920  National  Rd., 
Brookville,  45309  (Tel.  513/833-5139) 


COLUMBUS  (Randy  Bowman) 

East  Side  Grace  Brethren  Church 
7510  E.  Broad  St.,  Blacklick  43004 
(3  miles  east  of  1-270) 
(Tel.  614/861-5810) 


COLUMBUS  (James  L.  Custer) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus 

(2,260) 
8225  Worthington-Galena  Rd.,  Wester- 

ville,  43081  (Tel.  614/888-7733) 
Jack  Seitzinger,  6226  Taylor  Rd., 

Blacklick,  43004  (Tel.  614/866-9893) 


DANVILLE  (Albert  E.  Hockley) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (23) 
302  E.  Ross  St.  (Mailing  address:  I 

Box  509,  43014)  (Tel.  419/895-135 
Mrs.  William  Samples,  10  Richard  ' 

DAYTON  (Russell  M.  Ward) 

Basore  Road  Grace  Brethren  Churcl 

(178) 
5900  Basore  Rd.,  45415 

(Tel.  513/837-3747) 
Mrs.  Virginia  True,  541  Damian  St 

Vandalia,  45377 


DAYTON  (Robert  Poirier) 

Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Dayton  (34) 
3912  Bradwood  Dr.,  45405 

(Tel.  513/277-5900) 
Ward  Tressler,  5230  Greencroft  Dr. 

45426  (Tel.  513/837-3341) 


DAYTON  (G.  Forrest  Jackson) 

First  Grace  Brethren  Church  (302) 
2624  Stonequarry  Rd.,  45414 

(Tel.  513/890-6786) 
Mrs.  Roy  Trissel,  church  address 
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TON  (Howard  W.  Mayes) 

(race  Brethren  Church  of  Huber 

Heights  (208) 
001  Fishburg  Rd.,  45424 

(Tel.  513/233-4324) 
inda  K.  Penn,  7259  Cohasset  Dr. 

(Tel.  513/236-1352) 

TON  (Tad  K.  Hobert) 

(orth  Riverdale  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(134) 
101  N.  Main  St.,  45405 

(Tel.  513/274-2187) 
Irs.  Sally  Blades,  203  W.  Main  St., 

Medway,  45341  (Tel.  513/849-6249) 

AWARE  (Jeffrey  A.  Gill) 
-race  Brethren  Church  (99) 
2Vz  W.  Winter  St.,  43015 

(Tel.  614/363-3613) 
[rs.  Jennie  Ecker,  9090  Ashley  Rd., 

Ashley,  43003 

LIN  (Terry  Hofecker) 

orthwest  Chapel  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (67) 
500  Frantz  Rd.  (Mailing  address:  RO. 

Box  1234,  43017)  (Tel.  614/761-0363) 
ames  Johnson,  5654  Tuttle  Rd. 

(Tel.  614/889-9217) 

1IA  (David  Gaston) 

pring  Valley  Community  Grace 

Brethren  Church  (62) 
305  Nash  Ave.,  44035 

(Tel.  216/366-0755) 
[rs.  Parke  Brenneman,  115  Oak  St., 

(Tel.  216/322-8340) 

LEWOOD  (Ron  Welsh) 

nglewood  Grace  Brethren  Church  (112) 

37  W.  Wenger  Rd.,  45322 

(Tel.  513/836-1467) 
trs.  Thomas  Tully,  Jr.,  3415  S.  Fuls 

Rd.,  Farmersville,  45325 

(Tel.  513/696-2542) 


•LAY  (Edward  deJongh) 
indlay  Grace  Brethren  Church  (47) 
D9  Lexington  Ave.,  45840 
(Tel.  419/422-8148) 


MONT  (Craig  Snyder) 
trace  Brethren  Chapel  (63) 
611  North  St.,  43420 

(Tel.  419/332-8190) 
lelissa  Esker,  1355  Buckland  Ave., 

(Tel.  419/332-4937) 


GALION  (Maynard  G.  Tittle) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (48) 
1055  Winchester  Rd.,  44833 

(Tel.  419/468-6848) 
Mrs.  James  Murray,  603  N.  Market  St., 
(Tel.  419/468-1074) 

HOMERVILLE  (Robert  F.  Holmes) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (168) 
8156  Firestone  Rd.,  44235 

(Tel.  216/625-3304) 
Donna  Crosby,  10115  Greenwich  Rd., 
Lodi,  44254  (Tel.  216/948-1136) 

KETTERING  (Clair  Brickel,  Interim) 
Calvary  Brethren  Church  (43) 
2850  E.  Dorothy  Ln„  45420 
(Tel.  513/293-5822) 

LANCASTER  (Gregory  Stamm) 

Lancaster  Grace  Brethren  Church  (11) 
654  W  6th  St.  (Family  YMCA),  43130 

(All  mail  to  pastor's  address) 

(Tel.  614/687-5667) 
Scott  Crozier,  5520  Coakley  Rd.,  Carroll, 

OH  43112 

LEXINGTON  (Gene  Witzky) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (205) 
215  W  Main  St.,  (Mailing  Address:  P.O. 

Box  3009,  44904) 

(Tel.  419/884-2687) 
Mrs.  Edna  Wirick,  R.  9 

(Tel.  419/884-2140) 

LIMA  (Emory  Young) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Lima  (50) 
104  E.  Main  St.,  Elida,  45807 

(Tel.  419/339-7822) 
Don  Dollens,  2779  Lilly  Dr.,  Elida, 
45807 

LONDON  (Michael  Rockafellow) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (32) 
715  St.  R.  42W)  (Mailing  address:  P.O. 

Box  446,  43140)  (Tel.  614/852-4761) 
Betty  Young,  53  N.  Main  St. 
(Tel.  614/852-0361) 

MACEDONIA/Cleveland  (Ronald  Boehm) 
Western  Reserve  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (8) 
Meeting  in  the  Dodge  Middle  School, 

Twinsburg  (Mailing  address:  Box  53, 

44056)  (Tel.  216/467-7436) 

MANSFIELD  (J.  Hudson  Thayer) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (327) 
531  Marion  Ave.,  44903  (corner  of 

Marion  and  Forest)  (Tel.  419/522-3941) 
Fred  Thomas,  2102  Mansfield-Lucas  Rd. 

(Tel.  419/522-2903) 


~ 


VIONT  (Gene  Klingler) 
race  Brethren  Church  (293) 
)0  Smith  Rd.,  43420  (Tel. 

419/332-2623) 
aul  Kuieck,  740  C.R.  212,  Lot  51 

(Tel.  419/334-4752) 


MANSFIELD  (Robert  Russell) 

Woodville  Grace  Brethren  Church  (237) 
580  Woodville  Rd.,  44907 

(Tel.  419/524-8552) 
Mrs.  Stanley  Petras,  210  Malone  Rd., 

(Tel.  419/522-8821) 
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MARION  (Dean  Risser) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (29) 

815  S.  Prospect,  43302  (Meeting  at  Plea- 
sant Jr.  High  cafeteria,  Smeltzer  and 
Owens  Rd.)  (Tel.  614/383-4197) 

John  Thompson,  2352  Bethlehem  Rd., 
Prospect,  43342  (Tel.  614/494-4086) 

MEDINA  (Daniel  Najimian) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (37) 
P.O.  Box  K,  44258 
Gene  High,  7121  Stone  Rd.,  44256 
(Tel.  216/723-4290) 

MIDDLEBRANCH  (Wesley  Haller) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (163) 
2911  William  St.,  N.E.  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: P.O.  Box  43,  44652) 
(Tel.  216/499-6691) 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Kinsley,  245  James  St., 
SW.  North  Canton,  44720 
(Tel.  216/494-5111) 

MIFFLIN  (Charles  W.  Barnhill) 

Mifflin  Grace  Brethren  Church  (66) 
1149  Co.  Rd.  30A,  44805 

(Tel.  419/368-3580) 
John  James,  71  S.  Mechanic  St., 

Hayesville,  44838  (Tel.  419/368-3544) 

MINERVA  (Galen  W.  Wiley) 

Minerva  Grace  Brethren  Church  (80) 
22797  Ellsworth  Ave.,  44657 

(Tel.  216/868-6700) 
Mrs.  Elvira  Brown,  10735  Linda  Ln. 

(Tel.  216/868-3814) 

MOUNT  VERNON  (John  E.  Bryant) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  in  Mt.  Vernon 

(22) 
Meeting  at  the  Station  Break,  501  S. 

Main  St.  (Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box 

322,  43050)  (Tel.  614/392-4253) 
Greg  Staats,  510  Greenvalley  Rd. 

(Tel.  614/397-7031) 

NORTON  (Robert  P.  Combs) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Norton  (164) 
3970  Cleveland-Massillon  Rd.,  44203 

(Tel.  216/825-6291) 
Walter  Malick,  1281  Sparhawk  Ave., 
Akron,  44305  (Tel.  216/784-6677) 

ONTARIO  (Mark  Benzie) 

Maranatha  Grace  Brethren  Church  (22) 
920  N.  Lexington-Springmill  Rd.,  44906 

(Tel.  419/747-3959) 
Mike  Graham,  R.  4,  Box  155-B, 

Ply  mouth  -Springmill  Rd.,  Shelby, 

44875  (Tel.  419/347-5047) 

OREGON  (John  Fahrbach) 

Oregon  Grace  Brethren  Church 
4007  Williston  Rd.,  43619 

ORRVILLE  (Keith  Merriman) 

Orrville  Grace  Brethren  Church  (118) 
2200  Paradise  Rd.,  44667 

(Tel.  216/683-3526) 
William  Kallberg,  316  Park  St., 

(Tel.  216/682-6258) 


PATASKALA  (Frank  H.  Gardner,  Jr.) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Licking 

County  (150) 
3517  Headley's  Mill  Rd.,  43062 

(Tel.  614/927-6543) 
Dorothy  Crawford,  3723  Paris  Blvd., 

Westerville,  43081 

(Tel.  614/882-8243) 

RITTMAN  (Bud  Olszewski) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (275) 
44  S.  First  St.,  44270  (Tel.  216/925-  | 
Joan  Anderson,  153  Douglas  Dr. 
(Tel.  216/927-2496) 

SINKING  SPRING  (James  B.  Marshall) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (23) 
Box  55,  45172  (One  block  west  fron 
State  Rt.  41  and  Rte.  124) 
(Tel.  513/588-4675) 
Nina  Couser,  Sinking  Spring 

STERLING  (Robert  Moeller) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (98) 
14960  Seville  Rd.,  44276 

(Tel.  216/769-3078) 
Laura  Young,  9116  Geyer  Chapel  R 
Creston,  44217 

TOLEDO  (Jeffry  A.  Carroll) 

Maumee  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Ch  | 
(58)  8715  Garden  Rd.,  Maumee, 
43537 
(Tel.  419/867-9339) 


TOLEDO  (W.  Ray  Miller) 

Toledo  Grace  Brethren  Church  (13) 
3002  Dorr  St.,  43607  (Tel.  419/536** 
Betty  J.  Miller,  4860  Catalina  Dr., 
43615  (Tel.  419/537-0175) 

TROTWOOD  (Charles  E.  Lawson) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (119) 
12  Strader  Dr.,  45426  (across  from 

Trotwood-Madison  High  School) 

(Tel.  513/854-2521) 
Mrs.  Ruth  Garber,  6100  Range  Lin.il 

West  Milton,  45383 

(Tel.  513/698-6852) 

TROY  (Roy  E.  Glass) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (79) 
527  N.  Market  St.,  45373 

(Tel.  513/335-1852) 
Sally  Neely,  121  S.  Walnut  St. 

(Tel.  513/335-5188) 


UNION  (Stephen  Peters) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Churcl 

(293) 
7260  S.  State  Rt.  48,  45322 

(Tel.  513/698-4048) 
Richeline  Prim,  950  S.  Johnson  Rd 

Ludlow  Falls,  45339 

(Tel.  513/676-8733) 
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MDALIA 

Vandalia  Grace  Brethren  Church  (93) 
810  Larry  Ave.,  45377 

(Tel.  513/898-6666) 
Norm  Henger,  389  Scott  Ave. 

(Tel.  513/898-3608) 

LBRIDGE  (Toledo)  (Richard  Hopkins) 
Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church  (52) 
209  N.  Main  St.,  43465 

(Tel.  419/666-9789) 
Miss  Debra  Slaven,  church  address 

USEON  (Steven  Fryman) 

Faith  Bible  Fellowship  (14) 

P.O.  Box  332,  43567  (meeting  at  YMCA 

Building) 

(Tel.  Pastor's  phone:  419/445-1340) 
Diane  Weber,  720  Burr  Rd. 

(Tel.  419/335-8410) 

ST  ALEXANDRIA  (Percy  Miller) 

Grace  Brethren  Community  Church  (47) 

3110  U.S.  35E  (All  mail  to  pastor:  213 

Marilee  Dr.,  New  Lebanon,  OH 
45345)  (Tel.  513/687-2987) 
Mrs.  Sandra  Swafford,  R.  2 
(Tel.  513/839-5291) 

iOSTER  (Robert  D.  Fetterhoff) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (748) 
1912  Burbank  Rd.  (Mailing  address: 

Box  1,  44691)  (Tel.  216/264-9459) 
Mrs.  Glenn  Moore,  church  address 
(Tel.  216/345-7470) 

vllA  (Earl  Pittman) 

380  Florence  St.,  Xenia,  OH  (Mailing 

address:  P.O.  Box  135,  45385) 

(Tel.  513/376-4476) 
Cosy  Pittman,  church  address 


REGON 


3ANY  (C.  Dayton  Cundiff) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (26) 
301  S.E.  Ermine,  97321 

(Tel.  503/926-1836) 
Velma  Cundiff,  2758  S.E.  7th,  No.  1 

(Tel.  503/926-6181) 

WERTON  (Duane  Jones) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (50) 

380  N.W.  180th  St.,  97006  (corner  of 

180th  and  Walker  Rd.) 

(Tel.  503/645-7471) 
Barbara  Gilgan,  450  N.E.  Edison, 

Hillsboro,  97123  (Tel.  503/640-4187) 

DUTDALE  (James  Willett,  Interim) 
jrace  Brethren  Church  (26) 
27938  S.E.  Stark  St.  97060 

(Tel.  503/666-6146) 
All  Mail  24014  N.E.  Aldercrest  Cr.) 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

ALEPPO  (Stephen  Knierim) 
Aleppo  Brethren  Church  (54) 
P.O.  Box  66,  15310  (Tel.  412/685-5190) 
Bonnie  Riffle,  Rd.  1,  New  Freeport, 
15352  (Tel.  412/685-5249) 


ALTOONA  (Richard  Horner) 

First  Grace  Brethren  Church  (102) 
2934  Maple  Ave.,  16601 

(Tel.  814/942-7642) 
Arlan  Imler,  106  3rd  Ave.,  16602 

(Tel.  814/944-4844) 

ALTOONA  (James  A.  Barnes) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (92) 
Broadway  and  15th  Ave.  (Juniata), 

16601 

(Tel.  814/942-8861) 
Mrs.  Ruth  Swartz,  204  25th  Ave. 

(Tel.  814/943-4606) 

ARMAGH  (Norris  B.  Mason) 

Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church  (94) 
Junction  of  Routes  56  and  22  (Mailing 

address:  Box  178,  15920) 

(Tel.  814/446-6685) 
Sherry  Fritz,  R.  1,  Box  85,  Homer  City, 

PA  15748 

(Tel.  814/446-6680) 

BETHLEHEM  (David  Hitchman) 

Lehigh  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(147) 
580  Bridle  Path  Rd.,  18017 

(Tel.  215/868-0004) 
Scott  Heim,  1239  Tatamy  Rd.,  Easton, 

18042  (Tel.  215/258-1332) 

BOSWELL  (Russ  Simpson) 

Laurel  Mtn.  Grace  Brethren  Church  (85) 
R.R.  2,  15531  (One  mile  north  of  Jen- 
nerstown  on  Rt.  985) 
(Tel.  814/629-5545) 

CHAMBERSBURG  (Earl  Summers) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (51) 
315  S.  Edwards  Ave.,  17201 

(Tel.  717/264-3767) 
Mrs.  Barbara  Poe  (church  address) 

CONEMAUGH  (Thomas  E.  Goossens) 

Conemaugh  Grace  Brethren  Church  (63) 
Corner  of  Second  and  Oak  Sts.  (All  mail 
to  pastor's  address) 
(Parsonage  Tel.  814/539-5333) 
Mrs.  William  Gillespie,  278  Ross  Ln. 
15909-1989  (Tel.  814/322-4558) 

CORAOPOLIS  (John  F  Smith) 

Bon  Meade  Grace  Brethren  Church  (99) 
R.  3,  Broadhead  Rd.  and  Locust  Rd. 

15108  (All  mail  to  church  address) 

(Tel.  412/457-6444) 
Mrs.  Janet  Shepherd,  455  Forest  Ave., 

Pittsburgh,  15202  (Tel.  412/761-2382) 
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DILLSBURG  (Warren  E.  Tamkin) 

Hope  Grace  Brethren  Church  (108) 
P.O.  Box  275,  17019  (One  mile  east  on 

Old  York  Rd.)  (Tel.  717/432-5332) 
Duane  Carson,  16  Homewood  St. 
(Tel.  717/432-5612) 

DUNCANSVILLE  (John  E.  Gregory) 

Leamersville  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(194) 
R.R.  2,  (Four  miles  south  of  Dun- 

cansville  on  U.S.  Rte.  220)  (Mailing 

address:  Box  538,  16635) 

(Tel.  814/695-3739) 
Mrs.  Donna  Evans,  R.  2,  Box  220 

ELIZABETHTOWN  (Daniel  Eshleman) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (205) 
305  Anchor  Rd.,  17022 

(Tel.  717/367-1281) 
Mrs.  Donna  Markley,  204  E.  Harrisburg 
Ave.  (Tel.  717/367-3702) 

EPHRATA  (Mark  E.  Saunders) 

Ephrata  Area  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(119) 
Hahnstown  Rd.  (All  mail  to:  P.O.  Box 

144,  Ephrata,  17522) 
(Tel.  717/738-1109) 
Mrs.  Glenn  Burkholder,  R.  2,  Box  729 
(Tel.  717/859-2240) 

EVERETT  (Timothy  Boal) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  (77) 
P.O.  Box  63,  Rt.  26  N.,  Everett,  15537 

(Tel.  814/652-5405) 
Richard  Border,  11  W.  4th  Ave. 

(Tel.  814/652-6410) 

EVERETT  (Robert  Kulp) 

Everett  Grace  Brethren  Church  (171) 
14  W.  Main,  15537  (Tel.  814/652-2811) 
Marcia  Ritchey,  R.  3,  Box  72 
(Tel.  814/652-2337) 

GETTYSBURG  (Tony  Webb) 

Gettysburg  Grace  Brethren  Church  (20) 
805  Harrisburg  Rd.,  (All  mail  to:  152  W 

Stratton  St.,  17325) 
Mrs.  Nora  Brandt,  231  Hanover  St. 
(Tel.  717/334-1960) 

GREENSBURG  (Ronald  Smals) 
Grace  Brethren  Church 
908  Cribbs  St.,  Greensburg,  PA  15601 
(Tel.  412/832-2245) 

HARRISBURG  (Donald  Weltmer) 
Melrose  Gardens  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (132) 
2205  Swatara  St.,  17104 

(Tel.  717/238-4186) 
Shirley  Hartman,  2208  Kensington  St. 

HATBORO  (Gary  Gnagey) 

Suburban  Grace  Brethren  Church  (60) 
749  W  County  Line  Rd.  19040 

(Tel.  215/675-5818) 
Edward  Green,  Moderator 

(Tel.  215/675-0463) 


HOLLIDAYSBURG  (Robert  Griffith) 
Vicksburg  Grace  Brethren  Church  ( 
R.  1,  Box  555,  16648  (Tour  miles  so 
of  Hollidaysburg,  off  Rte.  36  at 
Brooks  Mill)  (Tel.  814/695-4240) 
Mrs.  Paul  Magill,  R.  1,  Box  533 
(Tel.  814/695-2191) 

HOPEWELL  (Melvin  Van  Orman) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Hopewell 
Rt.  26  (two  miles  south  of  Hopewell 

(Mailing  address:  Rd.  2,  Box  477 

Duncansville,  16635) 

(Tel.  814/695-3855) 
Mrs.  Dolores  Van  Orman,  R.  2,  Box 

Duncansville,  16635 

JENNERS  (Max  DeArmey) 

Jenners  Grace  Brethren  Church  (14 
15531  (Rte.  601  south  of  Rte.  30) 

(Tel.  814/629-9105) 
Mrs.  Deloris  Flanigan,  Box  88 

(Tel.  814/629-9471) 

JERSEY  SHORE  (James  Snavely) 
Tiadaghton  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (61) 
P.O.  Box  299,  Avis,  17721 
(Tel.  717/753-3275) 

JOHNSTOWN  (Harry  Nonnemacher) 
Geistown  Grace  Brethren  Church  (1  * 
730  Sunberrv  St.,  15904 

(Tel.  814/266-9170) 
Linda  Shustrick,  171  Watson  St 

(Tel.  814/539-6677) 

JOHNSTOWN  (Charles  M.  Martin) 

Johnstown  Grace  Brethren  Church  ( I 
535  Napoleon  St.,  15901 

(Tel.  814/539-7815) 
Mrs.  Harry  Ullery,  Jr.,  R.  7,  Box  21] 

15905 

(Tel.  814/288-6169) 

JOHNSTOWN  (Richard  McCarthy) 
Pike  Grace  Brethren  Church  (298) 
R.R.  6,  Box  185,  15909  (old  Rt.  22  a 

Mundy's  Corner)  (Tel.  814/749-87  !i 
Ilene  Byers,  R.  8,  Box  281B 
(Tel.  814/322-4447) 

JOHNSTOWN  (H.  Don  Rough) 

Riverside  Grace  Brethren  Church  (2< 
R.R.  4,  Box  61A,  15905 

(Tel.  814/479-2525) 
Mrs.  Debby  Penrod,  R.  7,  Box  534 

(Tel.  814/288-6477) 


JOHNSTOWN  (Marvin  Lowery) 

Singer  Hill  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(235) 
R.R.  8,  Box  121,  15909  (on  Rte.  271 

miles  south  of  Rte.  22  and  Mund: 

Corner) 

(Tel  814/322-4581  or  322-4376) 
Opal  Stouffer,  202  Ash  St.,  Parkhill, 

15945  (Tel.  814/539-3281) 
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TANNING  (Richard  H.  Cornwell) 
Jrace  Brethren  Church  of  West 
Uttanning  (229) 
>15  Arthur  St.,  16201 

(Tel.  412/543-4019) 
Sharon  Hooks,  R.R.  3,  Box  147 

(Tel.  412/543-4030) 

TANNING  (Robert  L.  Burns) 

Vforth  Buffalo  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(128) 
l.R.  4,  Box  39,  16201 

(Tel.  412/763-7871) 
Vlrs.  Debbie  Adams,  R.  4,  Box  93A 

(Tel.  412/763-3497) 

JCASTER  (William  S.  Davis) 
Jrace  Brethren  Church  of  Greater 

Lancaster  (140) 
)11  Rohrerstown  Rd.,  17601 

(Tel.  717/397-9991) 
Vlrs.  Ruth  Ebersole,  617  Janet  Ave. 

(Tel.  717/397-6400) 

JCASTER  (Vernon  Harris) 
Southern  Lancaster  Grace  Brethren 
Church  (168) 

500  Willow  Valley  Square,  17602 
(Tel.  717/464-2782) 

!!indy  Swift,  R.  1,  Box  400,  Holtwood, 
17532  (Tel.  717/284-4444) 

TIE  (Ronzil  Jarvis) 

_,istie  Grace  Brethren  Church  (122) 

D.0.  Box  111,  15549  (3  miles  north  of 

Somerset  on  Rt.  281,  1  mile  east  off 

Rt.  281)  (Tel.  814/443-2365) 
Vlrs.  Sallie  Graham,  R.  1,  Friedens, 

15541 

ITZ  (Jerry  R.  Young) 

irace  Brethren  Church  of  Lititz  (459) 

501  W.  Lincoln  Ave.,  17543 
(Tel.  717/626-2155) 

Dennis  Foreman,  510  E.  Main  St., 
Apt.  A  (Tel.  717/627-3357) 

'SVILLE  (Brad  Lambright) 
Shermans  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (13) 
Meeting  in  the  U.S.  Post  Office  Bldg. 

(lower  auditorium)  (Mailing  address: 

RO.  Box  147,  Blain,  17006) 

(Tel.  717/536-3345  or  717/536-3431) 
Janet  M.  Smith,  R.  1,  Blain,  17006 

(Tel.  717/536-3363) 

NHEIM  (Rick  Clark) 

Manheim  Grace  Brethren  Church  (58) 

333  E.  High  St.,  17545 

(Tel.  717/665-2334) 
Jeanne  Balmer,  734  Newport  Rd.,  Lititz, 

17543  (Tel.  717/665-7507) 

RTINSBURG  (William  H.  Snell) 
Martinsburg  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(415) 
Mulberry  and  State  Sts.,  16662 

(Tel.  814/793-2513) 
Mrs.  Gail  Bridenbaugh,  R.  1,  Box  122, 

(Tel.  814/793-3911) 


MEYERSDALE  (Ron  Warrick) 

Meyersdale  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(299) 
112  Beachley  St.,  15552  (on  U.S.  219) 

(Tel.  814/634-5980) 
Mrs.  Joanne  Berkley,  240  High  St. 

(Tel.  814/634-5083) 

MEYERSDALE  (Albert  Valentine) 

Summit  Mills  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(90) 
R.R.  1,  15552  (West  of  Meyersdale,  3 

miles  on  St.  Paul  Rd.) 

(Tel.  814/634-8200) 
Mrs.  Carol  Evans,  R.R.  1 

(Tel.  814/634-8645) 

MILROY  (Doug  Sabin) 

Milroy  Grace  Brethren  Church  (35) 
Taylor  Dr.,  Taylor  Park,  Reedsville,  PA 
17084  (Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box 
357,  17063)  (Tel.  717/667-6031) 
Mrs.  Carole  Aurand,  R.  1,  Box  291-A2 
(Tel.  717/667-3327) 

MYERSTOWN  (Luke  E.  Kauffman) 
Myerstown  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(1,051) 
430  E.  Lincoln  Ave.,  17067 

(Tel.  717/866-5704) 
Sherrie  Stohler,  18  S.  Fairlane  Ave. 

(Tel.  717/866-4010) 

NEW  HOLLAND  (Robert  E.  Divine) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (213) 
S.  Kinzer  Ave.,  (All  mail  to  P.O.  Box  12, 

17557-0012)  (Tel.  717/354-9229) 
Mrs.  Nancy  Parrish,  340  E.  Spruce  St. 
(Tel.  717/354-9302) 

PALMYRA  (Gerald  Allebach) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (75) 
R.  2,  Box  580-AA,  17078 

(Tel.  717/838-5447) 
Mrs.  Margaret  Allebach,  R.  2, 

Box  580-AA 

(Tel.  717/838-3899) 

PHILADELPHIA  (Michael  Brubaker) 
First  Brethren  Church  (136) 
Oxford  Ave  and  Knorr  St.,  19111 

(Tel.  215/745-2799) 
Mrs.  Charles  Wickman,  8251  Ferndale 
St.  (Tel.  215/725-3456) 

PHILADELPHIA  (Stephen  Blake) 
Third  Brethren  Church  (142) 
Ella  and  Tioga  Sts.  (All  mail  to  204  E. 
Tioga  St.  19134)  (Tel.  215/423-8047) 
Helen  Bothwell,  617  W.  Elkins  Ave., 
19120  (Tel.  215/424-2215) 

PINE  GROVE 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (83) 
17  Birch  St.,  Tremont,  17981 

(Tel.  717/695-2136) 
Alvin  M.  Schaeffer,  Jr.,  508  American 

Legion  Blvd.,  17963 

(Tel.  717/345-3007) 
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ROYERSFORD  (Kenn  Cosgrove) 

Tri-County  Grace  Brethren  Church  (15) 
(Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box  249,  19468) 

SOMERSET  (Clifford  Wicks) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Somerset 
R.R.  3,  Felgar  Rd.,  15501 
(Tel.  814/445-8645) 

STOYSTOWN  (Larry  R.  Weigle) 
Reading  Brethren  Church  (45) 
R.R.  3,  15563  (Hwy.  281,  9  miles  north 

of  Somerset) 
Mrs.  Marianne  Fisher,  R.D.  2 

(Tel.  814/893-5582) 

TELFORD  (Roger  L.  Wambold) 

Penn  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(289) 
320  N.  Third  St.,  18969 

(Tel.  215/723-5890) 
Christine  Allem,  155  Dietz  Mill  Rd. 

(Tel.  215/721-1513) 

UNIONTOWN  (True  L.  Hunt) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (217) 
Grace  Ln.,  15401  (off  Derrick  Ave.) 

(Tel.  412/437-3401) 
Mrs.  Gilbert  Ferree,  713  Morgantown 

Rd.  (Tel.  412/437-6121) 

WASHINGTON  (Harry  F.  Walker) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (143) 
4  Waynesburg  Rd.,  15301 

(Tel.  412/225-9168) 
Mrs.  John  McClain,  R.  8 

(Tel.  412/225-9551) 

WAYNESBORO  (Thomas  Mahaffey) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (202) 
250  Philadelphia  Ave.,  17268  (4th  St. 

and  Philadelphia  Ave.) 

(Tel.  717/762-5826) 
Mrs.  Joyce  Fitz,  16  S.  Grant 

(Tel.  717/762-6907) 

WRIGHTSVILLE  (Leslie  D.  Nutter) 

Susquehanna  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(100) 
R.  2,  Box  99,  17368 
(Tel.  717/252-1233) 

YORK  (Daniel  White) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (206) 
661  N.  Newberry  St.,  17404 

(Tel.  717/843-7284) 
James  Knepper,  R.  4,  Box  359 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

AIKEN  (Steve  W  Taylor) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (82) 

R.  1,  Box  HOB,  Talatha  Church  Rd., 

29801  (Tel.  803/649-3967) 
Brant  Hunt,  P.O.  Box  1123 

(Tel.  803/648-7290) 


ANDERSON  (Donald  J.  Soule) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (38) 
1603  Whitehall  Rd.,  29621 

(Anderson  178,  exit  off  1-85) 

(Tel.  803/224-7330) 
Mrs.  Don  Soule,  Rt.  11,  Box  274 

(Tel.  803/225-6844) 

COLUMBIA  (James  Jackson) 

Carolina  Grace  Brethren  Church  (7 
P.O.  Box  2025,  Irmo,  29063  (Tel. 

803/732-3029) 
Presently  meeting  at  Friarsgate  Pa 

recreation  Center,  Chadford  Rd., 

Irmo 


TENNESSEE 


JOHNSON  CITY  (Stephen  Howell) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (43) 
803  Sunset  Dr.,  37604 
(Tel.  615/282-5513) 

TELFORD  (Mike  Wingfield) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (132) 
R.R.  1,  Box  431,  37690  (Hwy.  11-E, 

miles  west  of  Jonesboro) 

(Tel.  615/257-2880) 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Henry,  R.  6,  Jonesboroi  i 

TN  37659  (Tel.  615/753-3855) 


TEXAS 


AUSTIN  (Fenton  McDonald) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Austin  (1 
801  Pigeon  Forge  Rd.,  Pflugerville, 
78660  (Tel.  512/251-5784) 

FORT  WORTH  (Ronald  Guiles) 
First  Grace  Brethren  Church 
Meeting  at  Airport  Area  YMCA,  Ce 
tral  and  Cummings,  Bedford  (Ma 
ing  address:  6421  Fairview  Dr., 
Watauga,  76148)  (Tel.  817/498-37  ii 
Sandra  Holsinger,  1209  Princess  I 
Hurst,  75063  (Tel.  817/284-9770) 

LONGVIEW  (John  W  Mayes) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (62) 
800  Doyle  St.,  75601  (Tel.  214/753-4'il 

or  214/753-8133) 
Sheila  Peterson,  2223  S.  Mobberly,  L 

602,  75602  (Tel.  214/758-1560) 


VERMONT 


IRASBURG  (R.  John  Snow) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (62) 
R.  1,  05845  (Tel.  802/754-2363) 
Stanley  Bicknell,  20  Sloan  St.,  Newt 
05855 


.AND  POND  (Dale  Jenks) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (54) 

Rt.  105  (west  of  town)  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  432,  05846) 

(Tel.  802/723-4785) 
Claude  Marcoux  (Tel.  802/723-5942) 

DWE  (Robert  Smoker) 

Mansfield  Grace  Brethren  Church  (6) 

RO.  Box  1232,  05672 


IRGINIA 


EXANDRIA 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (52) 
1301  Commonwealth  Ave.,  22301 

(Tel.  703/548-1808) 
Mrs.  Iva  Jane  Sisler,  8900  McNair  Dr., 

22309  (Tel.  703/780-2323) 

rAVISTA  (Thomas  Bryant) 
Altavista  Grace  Brethren  Church  (19) 
R.  2,  Box  36,  24517  (Located  on 
R.  29,  two  miles  north  of  Altavista) 
(Tel.  804/369-5330) 

■ONES  MILL  (J.  Donald  Abshire,  Sr.) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (48) 

State  Rte.  739  (Mailing  address:  R.R.  1, 

Box  41,  24065)  (Tel.  703/334-5798) 
Mrs.  Vivian  Young  (Tel.  703/334-5679) 

ENA  VISTA 

First  Brethren  Church  (550) 
100  E.  29th  St.,  24416 

(Tel.  703/261-6425) 
Becky  Lynn,  122  W.  29th  St. 

(Tel.  703/261-3533) 

IVINGTON  (Dan  Gillette) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (158) 
2507  S.  Carpenter  Dr.,  24426 

(Tel.  703/962-9541) 
Mrs.  Teresa  Craghead,  Parklin  Terr. 

Apts.  A-6  (Tel.  703/962-5825) 

,DFORD  (Lester  W.  Kennedy) 
Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church  (118) 
R.  4,  Box  275,  24141  (Tel.  703/639-0683) 
Judy  Hubbard,  R.  2,  Box  316 
(Tel.  703/731-1950) 

:HMOND  (Wayne  L.  Hannah) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (106) 
Robious  and  Cranbeck  Rds.,  23235  (near 

Rt.  60  southwest  of  Richmond) 

(Tel.  804/272-9000) 
Bob  Smith,  7932  Epic  Rd. 

NER  (Carl  D.  Ratcliffe) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (55) 

R.  8,  (Three  miles  south  of  Riner)  (Mail- 
ing address:  P.O.  Box  87,  24149) 
(Tel.  703/382-7571) 

Mrs.  Linda  Snavely,  R.  1,  Box  13 
(Tel.  703/382-8394) 


ROANOKE  (Fred  Devan) 

Clearbrook  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(103) 
5922  Brethren  Rd.  (4  miles  south  of  Rt. 

419),  24014 

(Tel.  703/774-1265) 
Mrs.  Molly  Simmons,  R.R.  5,  Box  402 

(Tel.  703/774-9680) 

ROANOKE  (James  H.  Wingfield) 

Garden  City  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(87) 
3504  Bandy  Rd.,  24018 

(Tel.  703/345-6266) 
Mrs.  Rhonda  Cauley,  1115  Maywood  Dr., 

Vinton,  24179  (Tel.  703/342-5264) 

ROANOKE  (Kenneth  L.  Teague) 

Ghent  Grace  Brethren  Church  (273) 
1511  Maiden  Ln.,  S.W.,  24015  (Wasena 

Ave.  and  Maiden  Ln.,  S.W.) 

(Tel.  703/345-2788) 
Mrs.  Marlene  Flynn,  1622  Maiden  Ln., 

S.W.  (Tel.  703/342-3705) 

ROANOKE  (Ron  Thompson) 

Patterson  Memorial  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (191) 
6416  Hollins  Rd.  (Mailing  address:  P.O. 

Box  7649,  24019)  (Tel.  703/362-0336) 
Miss  Susan  Burnette,  1333  Beaumont 
Rd.,  Hollins,  24019  (Tel.  703/366-1034) 

ROANOKE  (George  Traub) 

Washington  Heights  Grace  Brethren 

Church  (85) 
3833  Michigan  Ave.,  N.W.,  24017 

(Tel.  703/366-7040) 
Jackie  Pace,  916  Van  Buren  St.,  N.W. 

(Tel.  703/362-4736) 

SALEM  (John  Townsend) 

Wildwood  Grace  Brethren  Church  (60) 
2400  Wildwood  Rd.,  24153  (Take  exit  40 

off  1-81,  turn  left  at  stop  sign) 

(Tel.  703/389-3723) 
Mrs.  Elsie  Lawrence,  2456  Wildwood 

Rd.  (Tel.  703/389-0703) 

SEVEN  FOUNTAINS 

Trinity  Brethren  Church  (15) 

Rt.  Fort  Valley,  Box  263,  Strasburg, 

22657 
c/o  Eva  M.  Ritenour,  recording  secretary 

TROUTVILLE  (G.  Douglas  Witt) 

Grace  Bible  Brethren  Church  (40) 
Co.  Rt.  651,  P.O.  Box  367,  24175 
Mrs.  Betty  Dobbins,  R.  4,  Box  467 
(Tel.  703/992-3780) 

VIRGINIA  BEACH  (Michael  Johnson) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (72) 
4109  Whitebeam  Ct.,  23462 

(Tel.  804/474-0855) 
Bert  Sullivan,  509  W  Brook  Ct.,  23455 

(Tel.  804/497-6454) 


_ 
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WILLIS 

Grace  Brethren  Church  (17) 

R.R.  3,  Box  138,  24380  (State  Hwy.  604, 

one  mile  off  St.  Hwy.  799) 

(Tel.  703/593-3693) 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Hall,  R.R.  3,  Box  138 

(Tel.  703/593-3693) 


WINCHESTER  (M.  Lee  Myers) 

Blue  Ridge  Grace  Brethren  Church 

(141) 
R.  4,  Box  501-T  ('/a  mile  west  of  Ward's 
Plaza  on  Cedar  Creek  Grade),  22601 
(Tel.  703/667-9399) 
Don  Gregory,  R.  1,  Box  157-A,  Clear- 
brook,  22624  (Tel.  703/667-5035) 


WINCHESTER  (Richard  Bell) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (212) 
645  Berryville  Ave.,  (Mailing  address: 

RO.  Box  2644,  22601) 

(Tel.  703/662-6360) 
Mark  Whitacre,  Colonial  Mall  Apts., 

No.  11  (Tel.  703/667-7693) 


WASHINGTON 


GOLDENDALE  (Gregory  M.  Howell) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  (45) 
1180  S.  Roosevelt  St..  98620 

(Tel.  509/773-3388) 
Rhonda  Elmer,  309  N.  Grant 

(Tel.  509/773-4473) 


PROSSER  (Bill  Shelby) 

Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  I 
1032  Sheridan  Ave.,  99350 

(Tel.  509/786-1675) 
Evelyn  Tucker,  950  Anna 

(Tel.  509/786-1350) 


SPOKANE  (Greg  Ryerson) 

Spokane  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Chu  i 

(64) 
E.  12407  16th  Ave.,  99216 

(Tel.  509/924-9575) 
Mary  Roush,  E.  2707  DeSmet,  9920.". 

(Tel.  509/534-7359) 


SUNNYSIDE  (Donald  G  Farner) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (223) 
Seventh  and  Franklin  (Mailing  addn 

RO.  Box  87,  98944)  (Tel. 

509/837-6096) 
Kirt  Ruppert,  R.  2,  Box  2352 

TOPPENISH  (Richard  M.  Cron) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (64) 
507  S.  Juniper  St.,  98948 

(Tel.  509/865-4007) 
Ruth  Crone,  Rt.  3,  3980 

(Tel.  509/865-2340) 


YAKIMA  (Dale  C.  Hostetler) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (73) 
904  S.  26th  Ave.,  98902 

(Tel.  509/453-3720) 
Mrs.  Les  Robinson,  2708  Galloway  D 

98908  (Tel.  509/966-5186) 


GRANDVIEW  (John  K.  Nagle) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (127) 
1111  W.  Third  St.,  98930 

(Tel.  509/882-3439) 
Andy  Gilbertson,  R.  2,  Box  2879,  Pro- 
sser,  99350  (Tel.  509/973-2434) 


HARRAH  (Charles  H.  Winter) 
Harrah  Brethren  Church  (105) 
17  W  Pioneer  St.  (Mailing  address:  P.O. 

Box  69,  98933)  (Tel.  509/848-2609) 
Mrs.  Carol  Johnson,  Box  141 
(Tel.  509/848-2661) 


KENT 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Kent  (204) 
11135  S.E.  232nd,  98031 

(Tel.  206/854-4248) 
Tom  Ireton,  917  Seattle  St. 

(Tel.  206/854-4876) 


MABTON  (Rodger  Williams) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (70) 
Fifth  and  B.  Sts.  (Mailing  address:  Box 

216,  98935)  (Tel.  509/894-4477) 
Mrs.  Dianne  Artz,  P.O.  Box  365 
(Tel.  509/894-4266) 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

GRAFTON  (Joseph  E.  Nass) 

First  Grace  Brethren  Church  (117 
45  W  Saint  Charles  St.,  26354 

(Tel.  304/265-0043  or  265-0048) 
Mrs.  John  McDaniel,  414  Dewey  Ave 

(Tel.  304/265-4663) 


MARTINSBURG  (Carl  A.  Baker) 

Rosemont  Grace  Brethren  Church  (If 
117  S.  Illinois  Ave.,  25401 

(Tel.  304/267-6330) 
Mrs.  Mary  Blair,  577V2  Rock  Cliff  Dr. 
(Tel.  304/267-8062) 


PARKERSBURG  (Richard  Placeway) 
Grace  Brethren  Church  (61) 
1610  Blizzard  Dr.,  26101 

(Tel.  304/422-5390) 
Mrs.  Avis  Ellison,  2501  Valley  Rd. 

(Tel.  304/428-9874) 


— 


VINA  (Robert  Markley) 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church  (20) 
Mailing  address:  P.O.  Box  5284, 
/ienna,  26105)  Temporarily  meeting  at 
the  Banner  Printing  Co.  936  Market 
St.,  Parkersburg  (Tel.  Office: 
304/485-7963,  pastor's  home: 
614/667-3523) 
dark  Geibig,  25  Meadowcrest,  > 

Parkersburg  26101 
(Tel.  304/422-7687) 


YOMING 


IYENNE 

i'irst  Brethren  Church  (12) 

vteeting  in  homes  (10  a.m.)  Information: 

call  307/632-0613  (Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  10208,  82001) 
Doris  Harper,  P.O.  Box  10208,  82003 

(Tel.  307/632-3032) 
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Directory  of  Grace  Brethren  Ministers 


List  of  ministers  approved  by  District  Conferences  of  the  Fellowship  of  Grace  Brethren  Chu 
giving  name,  address,  telephone  number,  and  church  membership.  Men  listed  are  ordained, 
an  (L)  follows  name,  indicating  licensed.  Name  in  parentheses  following  minister  is  wife's  | 
name. 

Names  marked  witn  an  asterisk  (*)  are  names  submitted  by  the  National  Fellowship  of  ( 
Brethren  Ministers,  indicating  membership.  Membership  requirements  are  contingent  on 
ment  of  annual  dues. 

The  list  is  for  information  purposes  only  and  does  not  constitute  official  status.  Its  acct 
is  dependent  upon  information  supplied  to  the  Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Co. 


ABSHIRE*,  J.  DONALD  (Colleen) 

R.R.  1,  Box  41  Boones  Mill,  VA  24065 

(Tel.  703/334-5798) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

ADRIANSEN*,  STEVE  (L)  (Kathy) 
c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  3970 

Cleveland-Massillon  Rd.,  Norton,  OH 

44203 
Norton  church 


ANDERSON*,  R.  DARRELL  (L)  (Irene) 
3020  Newtown  Rd.,  No  20,  Placervill 

CA  95667  (Tel.  916/622-2015) 
Pastor,  Placerville  church 

ARENOBINE*,  ROBERT  D.  (Joy) 

7619  Regina  Dr.,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  468 

(Tel.  219/493-2841) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


ARMENT*,  ALAN  (L)  (Cheryl) 

51  W.  Lincoln  Ave..  Lititz,  PA  17543  ) 

(Tel.  717/627-0531) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


AEBY*,  JOHN  M.  (Joan) 

3404  Kennedy  Ln.,  Box  233,  Waterloo, 

IA  50701  (Tel.  319/296-3331) 
Denver,  CO,  church 


ARRINGTON*,  A.  HAROLD  (Dorothy) 
315  South  Ave.,  Apt.  12,  Tallmadge,  (^ 

44278  (Tel.  216/633-9272) 
Pastor,  Ellet  Grace  Brethren  Church 


AHERN*,  JERRY 

c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  2762 

Avenida  Simi,  Simi  Valley,  CA  93065 
Simi  Valley  church 

ALLAN,  DANIEL  (L)  (Holly) 

206  Sharon  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 

(Tel.  419/289-8878) 
Ashland  church 

ALLEBACH*,  GERALD  (Margaret) 

R.  2,  Box  580AA,  Palmyra,  PA  17078 

(Tel.  717/838-3899) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

ALTIG*,  J.  KEITH,  D.  MIN.  (Vivian) 
13755  E.  Walnut,  Whittier,  CA 

90602  (Tel.  213/693-8182) 
Retired  Missionary,  Brazil 
Minister  of  Worship,  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  Whittier 

AMUNDSON*,  LOUIS  (Madeline) 
P.O.  Box  1203,  Homer,  AK  99603 

(Tel.  907/235-8213) 
Pastor,  Kachemak  Bay  Brethren  Church 


ASHMAN*,  CHARLES  H.  (Frances) 
Box  386,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-5566) 
Pastor,  Winona  Lake  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

ASHMAN*,  ROBERT  A.  (Bernice) 

602  Chestnut,  Winona  Lake,  IN  4659! 

(Tel.  219/267-7588) 
Winona  Lake  church 


ATKINS*,  DAVID  (L)  (Joyce) 

4750  Castana  Ave.,  Lakewood,  CA 

90712  (Tel.  213/421-4737) 
Youth  pastor,  Grace  Fellowship  Churc 
Long  Beach,  CA 

AUSTIN*,  GARY  (Jean) 

B.P.  240  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Furlough  address:  256  Otterbein  Dr., 

Apt.  4,  Lexington,  OH  44904  (Tel. 

419/884-1696 
Lexington,  OH,  church 
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TIN*,  GORDON  L.  (Charlotte) 

00  Sixth  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/269-2507; 

office,  219/267-5161) 
lirector  of  Audiovisuals,  Foreign 

Missionary  Society  of  the  Grace 

Brethren  Church 
/inona  Lake  church 

m  TOM  (Sandra) 

281  Glasgow  Ave.,  Orlando,  FL  32819 

(Tel.  305/351-7050) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


BARTLETT*,  ROGER  F. 

4136  Beam  Rd„  Crestline,  OH  44827 

(Tel.  419/683-3377) 
Assist.  Pastor,  Mansfield 

(Marion  Ave.)  church 

BATTIS*,  RICHARD,  Sr.  (Carolyn) 

883  Maytown  Rd.,  Elizabethtown,  PA 

17022  (Tel.  717/367-5904) 
Assoc.  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

BAUM*,  F.  ARCHER  (Eileen) 

7105  Arillo  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  92111 

(Tel.  619/277-4992) 
Retired 
San  Diego  church 


R*,  SAMUEL  S.  (Betty  Ann) 

[.  C.  62,  Box  640,  Dryhill,  KY  41749 

(Tel.  606/672-2520) 
'astor,  Victory  Mountain  Grace 

Brethren  Chapel 

.EY*,  THOMAS  A.  (Jean) 

007  Sunday  Ln.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590 
Warsaw  church 

ER*,  BRUCE  (Marcella) 

3  Coach  Ln.,  Newburg,  NY  12550 
(Tel.  914/564-2567) 

lirector,  Northern  Frontier  Camp 
ioswell,  PA,  church 

ER*,  CARL  A.  (Donna) 

36  New  York  Ave.,  Martinsburg,  WV 

25401  (Tel.  304/263-2272) 
'astor,  Rosemont  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

ER,  W.  WAYNE  (Eunice) 

Irace  Village,  Box  337,  Winona  Lake, 

IN  46590 
Retired 
ndianapolis,  IN,  church 

LOW",  BRUCE  (L)  (Christi) 

04  5th  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
.ssociate  Dean  of  Students,  Grace 

College 
Winona  Lake  church 


BAUMAN*,  PAUL  R.,  D.D.  (Aldine) 

809  Gordon  St.,  Longview,  TX  (Mailing 
address:  Box  8181,  75607) 
(Tel.  214/758-8875;  753-0231,  ext. 
239) 
Conference  Speaker,  Tour  Leader 
Longview  church 

BEACH*,  DENNIS  A.,  Ph.D.  (Louise) 
1925  Wickford  Dr.,  Springfield,  OH 
45503  (Tel.  513/399-1414) 
Bellflower,  CA,  church 


BEARINGER*,  E.  H.  (L)  (Elaine) 

3901  Bahia  Vista  St.,  No.  604,  Sarasota, 

FL  33582  (Tel.  813/377-0858) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Bellflower,  CA,  church 


BEAVER*,  S.  WAYNE,  D.D.  (Dorothy) 
1508  Kings  Hwy.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590  (Tel.  219/269-1708) 
Professor,  Grace  Schools 
Winona  Lake  church 


BELCHER*,  DAVID  (Denise) 

2435  Magnolia  Ave.,  La  Verne,  CA 

91750  (Tel.  714/593-8759) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

BELL*,  RICHARD  E.  (Nancy) 

1425  Williams  Dr.,  Winchester,  VA 

22601  (Tel.  703/662-6189) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


•n  ( 
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NES*,  JAMES  A.  (Judy) 

05  W.  15th  Ave.,  Juniata,  Altoona,  PA 

16601  (Tel.  814/946-1644) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Altoona 

NHILL*,  CHARLES  W.  (Lauretta) 

718  Peterson  Rd.,  Mansfield,  OH  44903 

(Tel.  419/589-8088) 
'astor,  Mifflin  Grace  Brethren  Church 


BELOHLAVEK*,  ROBERT  (Lois) 

B.P.,  240,  Central  African  Republic 
Missionary,  Africa 
Columbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

BENZIE",  MARK  (L)  (Trudy) 

112  S.  Mill  St.,  Lexington,  OH  44904 

(Tel.  419/884-3284) 
Pastor,  (Maranatha)  Grace  Brethren 
Church 
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BERKEMER*,  CHARLES  F.  (L)  (Margaret) 
10331  Woodstead  Ave.,  Whittier,  CA 

90603  (Tel.  213/947-1479) 
Christian  Bookstore  Mgr. 
Whittier  (Community)  church 

BETZ*,  RUSSELL  W.  (Kay) 

212  E.  Saguaro  St.,  Casa  Grande,  AZ 

85222  (Tel.  602/836-1549) 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL,  church 


BOWLIN*,  DONALD  (Glenna) 

1439  Richmond  Rd.,  N.E.,  Cedar  Ra 

IA  52402  (Tel.  319/395-0972) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

BOWMAN*,  EDWARD  D. 

Grace  Village,  P.O.  Box  337,  Winoiu 
Lake,  IN  46590  (Tel.  219/372-623  | 
Retired 
Warsaw  church 


BICKEL*,  KENNETH  (Doris) 

1604  Hickory  PL,  Goshen,  IN  46526 

(Tel.  219/533-1380) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

BINGAMAN*,  CARROLL  J.  (Betty) 

4  Carol  Ann  Dr.,  Lebanon,  PA  17042 

(Tel.  717/274-5037) 
Minister  of  Visitation 
Myerstown  church 

BISHOP,  JOSEPH  (L) 

812  Charles  Dr.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590  (Tel.  219/269-4324) 
Chaplain,  Grace  Schools 
Ashland,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

BITNER*,  ROBERT  O.  (L)  (Nona) 

752  Summit  Ave.,  Hagerstown,  MD 

21740  (Tel.  301/733-5084) 
Hagerstown  (Calvary)  church 

BLACK*,  LARRY  (L) 

c/o  Geistown  Grace  Brethren  Church 
730  Sunberry  St.,  Johnstown,  PA 
15904 

Johnstown  (Geistown)  church 

BLAKE*,  STEPHEN  (L)  (Ruth) 

112  Godfrey  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  PA 

19120  (Tel.  215/924-7639) 
Pastor,  Third  Brethren  Church 

BLAKLEY*,  MICHAEL  S.  (L)  (Tressa) 

1442  Mardina,  West  Covina,  CA  91791 

(Tel.  818/919-2852) 
Montclair  church 

BOAL*,  TIMOTHY  (L)  (Tammy) 

R.  3,  Box  116,  Everett,  PA  15537 

(Tel.  814/652-6228) 
Pastor,  Community  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

BOEHM*,  RONALD  E.  (Chery) 

1410  Meadowlawn  Dr.,  Macedonia,  OH 

44056  (Tel.  216/467-6123 
Pastor,  Macedonia  Western  Reserve 
Grace  Brethren  Church 

BOWLAND*,  RON  (L) 

R.R.  2,  Peru,  IN  46970 
Pastor,  Peru  Brethren  Church 


BOYER*,  JAMES  L.  Th.D.  (Velma) 

308  Sunset  Dr.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  461 

(Tel.  219/267-6769) 
(Winter  address:  800  E.  6th  St., 

Englewood,  FL  33533) 

(Tel.  813/474-3303) 
Professor  Emeritus,  Grace  Schools 
Winona  Lake  church 

BRACKER*,  GORDON  W.  (Agnes) 

105  11th  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  4659 

(Tel.  219/269-5953) 
Pastor  Emeritus,  Osceola,  IN,  churcl 

BRENNEMAN*,  MAXWELL  (Elaine) 
#9,  Merrywood  Park  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: P.O.  Box  804,  Winona  Lake, 

IN  46590)  (Tel.  219/269-2281) 
Retired 
Winona  Lake  church 

BRICKEL*,  CLAIR  E.  (Martha) 
14319  Brookville-Pyrmont  Rd., 

Brookville  OH  45309 

(Tel.  513/833-3630) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Brookville  church 


i 

BRITTON*,  MARK  (L) 

1641  E.  Fox  St.,  South  Bend,  IN  466 

(Tel.  219/234-4974) 
South  Bend  church 

BROWN*,  DENNIS  R.  (L)  (Chris) 

102  11th  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  4659' 

(Tel.  219/267-5823) 
Assoc.  Dir.  of  Admissions,  Grace  ColliJ 
Des  Moines,  IA,  church 


BROWN*,  KENNETH  J.  (Margie) 

508  Malvern  Rd.,  Akron,  OH  44303 

(Tel.  216/867-5317) 
Pastor,  Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Chi 

BRUBAKER*,  CLAIR  D.  (Ruth) 

201  Killian  Rd.,  Akron,  OH  44319     I 

(Tel.  216/644-6137) 
Cuyahoga  Falls  church 

BRUBAKER*,  MICHAEL  P.  (Margery) 
822  Knorr  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  191 

(Tel.  215/745-6021) 
Pastor,  First  Brethren  Church 


94 


_        i 


IBAKER*,  TIM  (L) 

'o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  11005 
Foster  Rd.,  Norwalk,  CA  90650 
Jorwalk  church 

ANT*,  JOHN  E.  (Janie) 
Northgate  Dr.,  Mt.  Vernon,  OH  43050 

(Tel.  614/393-3537) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Mt. 

Vernon 


IK*,  ARTHUR  A.  (L)  (Ann) 

580  W.  Juno  Ave.,  No.  3,  Anaheim,  CA 

92802  (Tel.  714/635-2059) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

IK*,  BILL  A.  (Imogene) 

!x  14,  68.445  Barcarena,  Para,  Brazil, 

S.A. 
lissionary,  Brazil 
,os  Angeles,  CA,  church 

IKE*,  JOHN  P.  (Shirley) 

434  Lyon,  Waterloo,  IA  50702 

(Tel.  319/233-9056) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

INS*,  JOHN  J.  (Inez) 

J-race  Village,  Box  337,  Winona  Lake, 

IN  46590  (Tel.  219/372-6287) 
Vinona  Lake  church 

INS*,  RALPH  S.  (Ruth) 

'.O.  Box  284,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/269-3223) 
'ulpit  Supply 
lerald  Bookstore 
Vinona  Lake  church 

INS*,  ROBERT  L.  (Evelyn) 

t.R.  4,  Box  39,  Kittanning,  PA  16201 

(Tel.  412/763-7871) 
'astor,  North  Buffalo  Brethren  Church 

INS*,  STEPHEN  (L)  (Cathy) 

127  Grandview  Ave.,  Sunnyside,  WA 

98944 
Isst.  pastor,  Sunnyside  church 

IRIS*,  LEE 

/o  Cabazon  Community  Church,  Box 

211,  Cabazon,  CA  92230 
Chaplain  U.S.  Army,  Retired 
'astor,  Cabazon  Community  church 

'TON*,  BRUCE  L.  (Leonore) 

1333  N.  Flowing  Wells  Rd.,  No.  121 

Tucson,  AZ  85705  (Tel.  602/293-6744) 
tepresentative,  International  Ministries 

to  Israel 
"Jew  Albany,  IN,  church 

:.RS*,  GLENN  C.  (Dolores) 

.5  Robby  Dr.,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/269-1255) 
Vinona  Lake  church 


BYERS*,  J.  DONALD,  Jr.  (L)  (Cynthia) 
2908  E.  Coolidge  Ave.,  Orange,  CA 

92666  (Tel.  714/639-2424) 
Pastor,  Grace  Church  of  Orange 

BYERS",  WILLIAM  A.  (Betty) 

3039  Hidden  Forest  Ct.,  Marietta,  GA 

30066  (Tel.  404/422-6087) 
Southern  Director,  Grace  Brethren 

Home  Missions  Council 
Atlanta  church 


CAES*,  CLYDE  J.  (Nancy) 

4547  Grandview  Ave.,  N.E.,  Canton,  OH 

44705  (Tel.  216/492-6936) 
Canton  church 

CAES*,  EVERETT  N.  (Dorothy) 

58644  Co.  Rd.  Ill,  Elkhart,  IN  46517 

(Tel.  219/295-6337) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

CARD,  CHARLES 

Com.  HHC,  38th  Signal  Bat. 

Schwaebisch  Gmuend,  Germany, 

APO,  NY  09281 
Waipio,  HI,  church 

CAREY*,  G.  ARTHUR  (Leah) 

436  Poppy  St.,  Long  Beach,  CA  90805 
Auburn  church 

CARROLL*,  JEFFRY  A.  (L)  (Pamela) 

8715  Garden  Rd.,  Maumee,  OH  43537 

(Tel.  419/537-9877) 
Pastor,  Maumee  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

CARTER*,  DONALD  F.  (Dorothy) 

2818  Yearling  St.,  Lakewood,  CA  90712 

(Tel.  213/531-9623) 
Military  Endorsing  Agent 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship),  church 

CASHMAN*,  EDWIN  E.  (Bettie) 

12346  Charlwood,  Cerritos,  CA  90701 

(Tel.  213/860-4576) 
Pastor,  Bellflower  Brethren  Church, 
Bellflower 

CHRISTIE*,  GEORGE  R.  (Phyllis) 
P.O.  Box  449,  Prosser,  WA  99350 

(Tel.  509/786-4796) 
Prosser  church 

CHRISTIE*,  VANCE  E.  (L)  (Leeta) 
c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
3904  W  Willow  St.,  Lansing,  MI  48917 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

CHRISTNER*,  CRAIG  D.  (L)  (Lynda) 
288  Sundale  Rd.,  Akron,  OH  44313 
Principal,  Akron  Christian  Schools 
Akron  (Fairlawn)  church 
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CHURCHILL",  JACK  B.  (Rosa) 

2758  Caulfield  Dr.,  San  Diego,  CA 

92154  (Tel.  619/423-7903) 
Missionary,  Mexico 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  church 

CLAPHAM*,  MICHAEL  C.  (Elizabeth) 
12066  Benadir  Rd.,  Cincinnati,  OH 

45246  (Tel.  513/671-6023) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

CLARK*,  EDWARD  (Eleanor) 

3132  St.  Albans  Dr.,  Los  Alamitos,  CA 

90720  (Tel.  213/596-6936) 
Bellflower  church 

CLARK*,  RICK  (Cynthia) 

333  E.  High  St.,  Manheim,  PA  17545 

(Tel.  717/664-2986) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

CLINGAN*,  ALAN  N.  (Frances) 
6176  Sumter  Dr.,  Rolling  Acres, 

Brooksville,  FL  33512 

(Tel.  904/796-9450) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

CLOUSE*,  ROBERT  G.  (Bonnidell) 

2122  S.  21st.,  Terre  Haute,  IN  47802 

(Tel.  812/235-5433) 
Pastor,  First  Brethren  Church,  Clay 
City 

COBURN*,  FRANK  J.  (Marjorie) 

13025  Bluefield  Ave.,  La  Mirada,  CA 

90638  (Tel.  213/943-0553) 
Pastor,  Community  Brethren  Church, 
Los  Angeles 

COBURN*,  RICHARD  L.  (Sheryl) 

6232  Haviland,  Whittier,  CA  90601 
Los  Angeles  church 

COBURN*,  ROLLAND  G.  (Raquel) 
8647  Thoroughbred,  Alta  Loma,  CA 

91701  (Tel.  714/989-4673) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

of  Alta  Loma 

COCHRAN*,  WILLIAM,  Th.D.  (Sharon) 
3301  N.E.  23rd  Ave.,  Lighthouse  Point, 

FL  33064  (Tel.  305/942-4673) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Pompano  Beach 

COFFMAN*,  CLIFFORD  (Letitia) 

91-779  Fort  Weaver  Rd.,  Ewa  Beach,  HI 

96706  (Tel.  808/689-5035) 
Pastor,  Rainbow  Grace  Brethren  Church 

COHEN*,  RONALD  N.  (L)  (Bobbi) 
R.  1,  Box  532-A,  Willow  Street,  PA 

17584  (Tel.  717/464-4817) 
Minister  of  Administration 
Southern  Lancaster  Grace  Brethren 
Church 


COLBURN*,  RALPH  J.  (Julia) 

3490  La  Jara  St.,  Long  Beach,  CA 

90805  (Tel.  213/630-2122) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Fellowship 

Church 

COLLINS*,  ARTHUR  F.  (Illene  L.) 

R.  1,  Box  187-D,  Linwood,  NJ  08221 

(Tel.  609/927-4059) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Osceola,  IN,  church 

COLLINS*,  BENJAMIN  F.  Ill  (L)  (Philind I 
5416  E.  Los  Angeles  Ave  #88, 

Simi  Valley,  CA  93063 
Simi  church 

COMBS*,  ROBERT  P.  (Julie) 

647  Parkway  Blvd.,  Norton,  OH  442i 

(Tel.  216/825-8966) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

COOPER*,  MASON  (Alma) 

204  N.  Delaware  Ave.,  Martinsburg, 

VA  25401  (Tel.  304/267-2039) 
Evangelist 
Roanoke,  VA,  (Ghent)  church 

CORNWELL*,  RICHARD  H.  (Rosalie) 
215  Arthur  St.,  Kittanning,  PA  1620 

(Tel.  412/543-4019) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


COSGROVE*,  KENNETH  I.  (Gail) 

1706  Walnut  Ridge,  Sanatoga,  PA  19  H 

(Tel.  215/326-5684) 
Pastor,  Tri-County  Grace  Brethren 

Church,  Royerford,  PA 

COTSAMIRE*,  LESLIE  (Marilyn) 

3214  Viking  Dr.,  N.W.,  Roanoke,  VA 

24019  (Tel.  703/563-8095) 
Washington  Heights,  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

COURTER*,  DOUGLAS  A.  (Barbara) 
649  Berryville  Ave.,  Winchester,  VA 

22601 
Winchester  (Grace)  church 

COVER*,  DWIGHT  (Sherrill) 

10250  Jamestown  Dr.,  No.  12, 
Anchorage,  AK  99507 
(Tel.  907/344-0702) 
Anchorage  church 

COVER*,  ROBERT  (Joene) 

4041  Batton  St.  N.W.,  North  Canton, 

OH  44720  (Tel.  216/499-0051) 
Administrative  Assistant  Mid  Ameri' 

Association  of  Christian  Schools  I 
Warsaw,  IN  church 


COVINGTON*,  CHARLES  (Eva) 

6701  Wilcox  Ave.,  Bell,  CA  90201 
Whittier  (Community)  church 
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YLB',  J.  TIMOTHY  (Mary) 

9  Jamison  St.,  Kimberton,  Newark,  DE 

19713  (Tel.  302/368-5052) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SiBBS*,  WILLIAM  (Adele) 

3160  Arlington  Rd.,  Brookville,  OH 

45309  (Tel.  513/833-4339) 
Pastor,  Brookville  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

MGEN*,  TREVOR  (L)  (Colleen) 

Le  Grand  Pre.  BT.F,  Rue  Ambroise-Pare, 

71850  Charnay-Les  Macon,  France 

(Tbl.  85.29.18.34) 
Missionary 
Warsaw,  IN,  church 

\NDALL*,  GARY  (Sherrie) 

Centre  Missionnaire,  50  Rue  des 

Galibouds,  73200  Albertville,  France 
(Tel.  79.32.43.96) 

Missionary,  Central  African  Republic 

Warsaw,  IN,  church 

EES*,  ROBERT  D.  (Beulah) 

104  Hillcrest  Ave.,  Waynesboro,  PA 

17268  (Tel.  717/762-3303) 
Retired 
Waynesboro  church 

PE*,  CARL  E.  Ph.D.  (L)  (Marjorie) 
)400  E.  Royalton  Ave.,  Modesto,  CA 

95350  (Tel.  209/526-5001 
Drof.  of  Chemistry,  Bible  teacher 
Modesto  (La  Loma)  church 


DANIELS',  PATRICK  (L) 

P.O.  Box  12,  Coolville,  OH  45723 
Coolville  church 

DARR,  SHIMER  (Helen) 

R.  3,  Box  92,  Meyersdale,  Pa  15552 

(Tel.  814/634-0023) 
Caretaker  and  Overseer,  Allegheny 

Brethren  District  Youth  Camp 

(Albryoca) 
Meyersdale  (Summit  Mills)  church 

DAUGHERTY*,  DAVE  (L)  (Karen) 
B.R  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Missionary 
Columbus,  OH  (Grace)  church 

DAVIS*,  CHARLES  (Millie) 

80  N.E.  52nd  Ave.,  Ocala,  FL  32671 

(Tel.  904/694-4855) 
Pastor,  Ocala  Grace  Brethren  Church 

DAVIS,  JEFFREY  (L)  (Ann) 

1870  Florida  Ave.,  Palm  Harbor,  FL 

33563  (Tel.  813/785-0733) 
Exec.  Director,  Bay  Area, 

Youth  for  Christ,  Clearwater,  Tampa, 

St.  Petersburg,  FL 
Palm  Harbor  Grace  Brethren  Church 

DAVIS*,  JOHN  J.,  Th.D.,  D.D.  (Carolyn) 
P.O.  Box  635,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-6033) 
President,  Grace  Schools 
Winona  Lake  church 


« 


JN*,  RICHARD  (JoAnn) 

■Jo  507  S.  Juniper  St.,  Toppenish,  WA 

98948  (Tel.  509/865-2706) 
Dastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


DAVIS*,  RAYMOND  H.  (Hebe) 

833  Spruce  St.,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 

(Tel.  301/790-2927) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  church 


-VER,  ROBERT  D.  Th.D.  (Celeste) 
l.R.  1,  Box  166,  Houston,  MN  55943 
iVofessor  of  Theology,  Author 
iarrah,  WA,  church 


DAVIS*,  WILLIAM  (L)  (Karen) 

2090  Broad  St.,  East  Petersburg,  PA 

17520  (Tel.  717/560-0440) 
Pastor,  Greater  Lancaster  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  Lancaster 


JDIFF*,  C.  DAYTON  (Velma) 

>758  S.E.  7th,  No.  1,  Albany,  OR  97321 

■"aster,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

TTIS*,  KENNETH  A.  (Gretchen) 

1901  Calle  Campana  de  Plata,  Tucson, 

AZ  85745  (Tel.  602/792-1114) 
Dastor,  Silverbell  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

5TER*,  JAMES  L.  (Triceine) 

2515  Carriage  Ln.,  Powell,  OH  43065 

(Tel.  614/881-5779) 
Dastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

of  Columbus 


DeARMEY*,  LARRY  (L)  (Vicki) 

100-D  Cours  Lafayette,  69003-Lyon, 

France  (Tel.  75.95.38.44) 
Missionary,  France 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

DeARMEY*,  RICHARD  P.  (Lois) 

1963  Noble  Run  Way,  Columbus,  OH 

43229  (Tel.  614/891-9063) 
Minister  of  Counseling 
Columbus  (Grace)  church 

de  JONGH*,  EDWARD 

2435  Greenacre  Dr.,  Findlay,  OH  45840 

(Tel.  419/422-1523) 
Pastor,  Findlay  Grace  Brethren  Church 
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DELL*,  ROBERT  L.  (Marjorie) 

2225  Clover  Leaf  Rd.,  Hagerstown,  MD 

21740  (Tel.  301/582-3246) 
Minister  of  Adults  and  Visitation 
Hagerstown  (Grace)  church 

DELOE*,  JESSE  B.  (Gladys) 

802  Sycamore  Ct.,  Herndon,  VA  22070 
Interim  pastor,  Grace  Brethren  church, 

Lanham,  MD  (Tel.  703/478-2958) 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

DENLINGER*,  NED  (L)  (Kathy) 

1108  E.  Main  St.,  Troy,  OH  45373 

(Tel.  513/339-6469) 
Associate  Pastor,  Troy  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

DEVAN*,  FRED  W.,  Jr.,  (Margaret) 

5922  Brethren  Rd.,  Roanoke.  VA  24014 

(Tel  703/774-5697) 
Pastor,  Clearbrook  Grace  Brethren 

church 

De  ZAGO*,  EDMUND  (Man  K) 

2366  Chandler  Ave.,  Fort  Myers,  FL 

33907  (Tel.  813/939-3591) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Bible  Church 

DIAZ*,  JOHN  L.  Lt.  (Brenda) 

CHC,  USN,  LCDR,  Chaplain,  US  Navy, 
Office  of  Chaplain,  USS  Hunley 
(AS-31),  FPO  NY,  NY  09559-2580 
(Tel.  011-44-369-5566,  Ext. 
7297/7416) 

Okeechobee,  FL,  church 

DICE*,  LEE  H.  (Reva) 

1909  Neal  Dr.,  Wooster,  OH  44691 

(Tel.  216/345-7826) 
Assoc,  pastor,  Grace  Brethren  church 

DICE*,  ROY  M.,  Jr.,  (Faye) 

32  Holly  Dr.,  Palmyra,  PA  17078 

(Tel.  717/838-3361) 
Temple  Hills,  MD,  church 

DICK*,  PAUL  E.  (Esther) 

R.  8,  Box  420,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/269-6360) 
Visitation  pastor  and  Pulpit  supply 
Winona  Lake  church 

DICKSON*,  GROVER  JAMES  CHC,  USN 

(June) 
Chaplain's  Office,  Naval  Construction 

Battalion  Center,  Port  Hueneme,  CA 

(Tel.  805/982-4421) 
U.S.  Navy  Chaplain,  CDR 
Mansfield,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

DILLING*,  JOHN  R.  (Patricia) 

2207  Edmar  St.,  Louisville,  OH  44641 

(Tel.  216/875-9468) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Canton,  OH,  church 


DIVINE*,  ROBERT,  D.  Min.  (Loretta) 
1300  Edgewood  Dr.,  East  Earl,  PA 

17519  (Tel.  717/354-0455) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

New  Holland 

I 
DIXON*,  JAMES  G.,  Jr.,  (Dorothy) 

5920  John  Adams  Dr.,  Camp  Spring  ■ 
MD  20748  (All  Mail  to  church 
address)  (Tel.  301/899-7945) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Temple  Hills 

DOUTRICH*,  STEPHEN  D.  (L)  (Donna) 
Twin  Elm  Rd.,  R.  2,  Box  125-C, 

Strasburg,  PA  17579 

(Tel.  717/687-6792) 
Youth  Pastor,  Southern  Lancaster  G 

Brethren  Church 

DOWDY*,  J.  PAUL,  Sr.,  (Dortha) 

5864  Teal  Ln.,  El  Paso,  TX  79924      ! 

(Tel.  915/751-5889) 
Retired  Missionary,  Argentina 
Warsaw,  IN,  church 

DUNKLE*,  JEFFREY  L.  (Ruth) 

1422  Freeborn  Circle,  Roanoke,  VA 

24014  (Tel.  703/982-2529) 
Associate  Pastor,  Roanoke  (Ghent) 

church 

DUNNING*,  HAROLD  L.,  (Marguerite) 
4363  Paramount  Blvd.,  Lakewood,  C 

90712  (Tel.  213/421-5727) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  Long  Beach  < 

DURKEE*,  SHERWOOD  V.  (Joyce) 
R.R.  8,  Box  49,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-4510) 
Administrator,  Grace  Village 
Winona  Lake  church 


EADY*,  KEVIN  (L)  (Jill) 

420  W.  Market  St.,  Canal  Fulton,  O 

44614 
Norton,  OH,  church 

EDGINGTON*,  ALLEN  D.  (Sharon) 

903  Roy  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  4659( 

(Tel  219/269-6109) 
Senior  Pastor,  Community  Grace 

Brethren  Church,  Warsaw 

EDMONDS*,  STEPHAN  J.  (L)  (Julie) 
1800  NW.  9th  Ave.,  Fort  Lauderdale : 

33311 
Assoc.  Pastor,  Fort  Lauderdale  churc 
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ARDS*,  LARRY  (Darlene) 

17  W.  Water  St.,  Berne,  IN  46711 

(Tel.  219/589-2006) 
astor,  Bethel  Brethren  Church 

ELL*,  JAMES  T.  (Cynthia) 

SC  Box  136,  APO,  New  York,  NY 

09241-5360 
ligh  Wycombe,  United  Kingdom) 
olumbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

H*,  DARYLE  A.  (Janet) 

164  Eastfield  Rd.,  Worthington,  OH 

43085  (Tel.  614/885-7965) 
indlay,  OH,  church 

LE*,  LOUIS  D.  (Dorothea) 

.R.  1,  Box  52,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-4422) 
eesburg,  IN,  church 

ELMAN*,  DONALD  E.  (Mary) 

123  N.  Terrace,  Wichita,  KS,  67208 

(Tel.  316/688-0907) 
astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

LEMAN*,  DANIEL  S.  (Nancy) 

26  S.  Plum  St.,  Mount  Joy,  PA  17552 

(Tel.  717/653-8531) 
astor,  Elizabethtown  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


FESTA*,  BURTON  (L)  (Freya) 

Teichgasse  7,  6700  Ludwigshafen,  West 

Germany 
Long  Beach,  CA,  (Grace)  church 

FETTERHOFF*,  DEAN  (Billie) 

406  Truth  St.,  Marietta,  GA  30066 

(Tel.  404/428-8738) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Atlanta 

FETTERHOFF*,  ROBERT  D.  (Roxanne) 
912  Douglas  Dr.,  Wooster,  OH  44691 

(Tel.  216/262-1191) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

FINK*,  PAUL  R.,  Th.  D.  (Mary  Lou) 
Rt.  1,  Box  259,  Madison  Heights,  VA 

24572  (Tel.  804/384-2513) 
Prof.,  Liberty  University,  School  of 

Religion 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

FLORY*,  WAYNE  S.,  D.Min.  (Jaqulyn) 
4257  Nelsonbark  Ave.,  Lakewood,  CA 

90712  (Tel.  213/421-7269) 
Professor,  Biola  College 
Long  Beach  (Grace)  church 

FLOWERS*,  CHARLES  A.  (Maxine) 
P.O.  Box  132,  Clarksville,  MI  48815 

Retired 
Roanoke,  VA,  (Clearbrook)  Church 
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1BACH*,  JOHN  (L(  (Julie) 

007  Williston  Rd.,  Northwood,  OH 

43619 
astor,  Oregon  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MAN*,  RICK  (Judy) 

/innipeg  Bible  College,  Otterburne, 

lanitoba,  Canada  ROAIGO 

(Tel.  204-433-7520) 
rofessor,  Winnipeg  Bible  College 
/inona  Lake,  IN,  church 

*JER*,  DONALD  G.  (Joyce) 

19  Franklin  Ave.,  Sunnyside,  WA 

98944  (Tel.  509/837-6163) 
astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Sunnyside 

NER*,  TIMOTHY  (Sandra) 

,ua  Joao  XXIII  No.  520,  38.400 

Uberlandia,  Minas  Gerais,  Brazil, 

South  America 

(Tel.  [034]  235-2887) 
Iissionary,  Brazil 
olumbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

rHER*,  RAY  I.  (Sharon) 

591  SW.  Second  St.,  Okeechobee,  FL 

33474 
astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


FLUKE*,  W.  MAX  (Mary  Ellen) 

R.R.  8  Box  55,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-3704) 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

FOOTE*,  ROBERT  (L)  (Peggy) 

3139  N.  Fairmont,  Davenport,  IA  52804 

(Tel.  319/391-7209) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

FREDERICK*,  JAMES  (L)  (Fran) 

Zum.  Volgelsberg  19,5407  Bappard- 
Weiler,  West  Germany 
(Tel.  06.74.26859) 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  church 

FRETZ*,  JAY  M.  (Beth) 

226  Robin  Ave.,  Sebring,  FL  33870 

(Tel.  813/382-4640) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  church 

FRIESEN*,  LELAND  J.  (Janelle) 

4103  Malaga  Circle,  Rio  Rancho,  NM 

87124  (Tel.  505/892-8537) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Albuquerque,  NM 

FRYMAN,  STEVEN  J.  (L)  (Jane) 

1-22951  Monroe,  Archbold,  OH  43502 

(Tel.  419/445-1340) 
Pastor,  Wauseon  Grace  Brethren  Church 
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FULLER*,  CARLTON  J.  (Vivian) 
Rt.  2,  Box  257,  Unicoi,  TN  37692 

(Tel.  615/743-8136) 
Johnson  City,  TN,  church 


FUNDERBURG*,  MICHAEL  D.  (Nancy) 
13626  84th  St.,  S.E.  Alto,  MI  49302 

(Tel.  616/868-6151) 
Pastor,  Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church 


FUTCH*,  EARL  (L)  (Lita) 

P.O.  Box  588,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Missionary,  Argentina 
Sidney,  IN,  church 


GEGNER,  Philip  R.  (L) 

342  E.  North  St.,  Worthington,  OH 

43085 
Columbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

GELSINGER",  HOWARD  H.  (Linda) 

1201  Ranch  Rd.,  Charlotte,  NC  282<| 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

GENTZEL*,  ROBERT  (Jamie) 

2436  Schutzen.  North  Pole,  AK  997i 

(Tel.  907/488-1789) 
Pastor,  North  Pole  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

GEORGE*,  TIMOTHY  (Nancy) 

52  Lehman  St.,  Lebanon,  PA  17042 

(Tel.  717/273-9536) 
Minister  of  Evangelism 
Myerstown,  PA,  church 


GALLE*,  JOHN  (Judy) 

P.O.  Box  335,  Hope,  NJ  07844 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


GARBER*,  MARTIN  M.  (Beverley) 

1407  Stetson  Ave.,  Modesto,  CA  95350 

(Tel.  209/526-8682) 
Missionary,  Africa 
Modesto,  CA  (La  Loma)  church 


GARDNER,  FRANK  H.  (Adelaide) 

3524  Alward  Rd.,  Pataskala,  OH  43062 

(Tel.  614/927-2407) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Licking  County 

GARLOCK*,  DON  (L)  (Mary  Lou) 

1118  Glenfield  Dr.,  Lynchburg,  VA 
24502 

(Tel.  804/237-4022) 
Altavista  church 


GILBERT*,  RALPH  W.  (Nan) 

113  Woodway  Ln.,  Longview,  TX  75''» 

(Tel.  214/759-4448) 
Professor,  LeTourneau  College 
Longview  church 

GILGAN*,  GILBERT  (L) 

c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church.  980  N.W 

180  St.,  Beaverton,  OR  97006 
Beverton  church 

GILL*,  JEFFREY  A.  (Katherine) 

361  Troy  Rd.,  Delaware,  OH  43015 

(Tel.  614/363-1438) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

GILLETTE*,  DAN  (Lois) 

115  E.  Phillip  St.,  Covington,  VA  24  ( 

(Tel.  703/962-9541) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

GILLIS*,  E.  JOHN  (Ruth) 

17645  Toakoana  Way.  Eagle  River,  t 

99577  (Tel.  907/694-5331) 
Eagle  River  church 


GARTLAND*,  CLAIR  W.  (Elizabeth) 

457  Lyman  Ln.,  Conemaugh,  PA  15909 

(Tel.  814/322-1830) 
Pulpit  Pastor 
Conemaugh  (Pike)  church 

GASTON*,  DAVE  (L) 

429  Oxford,  Elyria,  OH  44035 

(Tel.  216/926-3204) 
Pastor,  Spring  Valley  Community  Grace 

Brethren  Church 


GEGNER*,  LARRY  K.  (Mary) 

505  Winslow  Rd.,  Oxon  Hill,  MD  20745 

(Tel.  301/839-1036) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 

Church  of  Greater  Washington, 

(Temple  Hills,  MD) 


GINGRICH*,  RAYMOND  E.,Sr.,Th.D.  (E'l 
Grace  Village,  Box  337,  Apt.  255-H,!| 

Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/372-6255) 
Professor  Emeritus.  LeTourneau  Col 

Bible  Conference  Speaker,  Christ 

Educator 
Winona  Lake  church 

GINGRICH*,  ULYSSES  L. 

70  Chipawa  Ave.,  Dover,  PA  17315 

(Tel.  717/292-4792) 
Pulpit  Supply 
York,  PA,  church 

GLASS*,  ROY  E.,  (Arlene) 

259  N.  Second  St.,  Tipp  City,  OH  4f 

(Tel.  513/667-8006) 
Pastor.  Troy  Grace  Brethren  Church 
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,SS*,  ROY  E.,  Ill  (L)  (Carol) 

14  W.  Race  St.,  Troy,  OH  45373 

(Tel.  513/339-4584) 
routh  Pastor,  Troy  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

NWINKEL*,  DAVID  (L) 

/o  Gold  Rush  Community  Grace 
Brethren  Church,  2945  First  St., 
Auburn,  CA  95603 

uiburn  church 

iGEY*,  GARY  P. 

'0  Box  484,  Horsham,  PA  19044 

(Tel.  215/674-5920) 
'astor.  Suburban  Grace  Brethren 

Church,  Hatboro 

)D*,  KENT  (Becky) 

,4B  Blvd.,  de  la  Marne,  21000  Dijon, 

France 

(Tel.  0033-85-483373) 
Missionary,  France 
't.  Lauderdale,  FL,  church 

JDMAN*,  DAVID  (Nancy) 

186  Elm  St.,  Winnetka,  IL  60093 

jong  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  church 

JDMAN*,  MARVIN  L.  (Dorothy) 

/o  FMS,  P.O.  Box  588,  Winona  Lake.  IN 

46590 
Missionary,  Africa 
Modesto,  CA,  (La  Loma)  church 

DSSENS*,  THOMAS  E.  (Martha) 
.15  Oak  St.,  Conemaugh,  PA  15909 

(Tel.  814/539-5333) 
3astor,  Conemaugh  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

\BILL*,  DANIEL  J.  (Joan) 

!524  Wilmington  Pk.,  Dayton,  OH 

45419  (Tel.  513/298-6734) 
Dastor,  Centerville  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

\HAM*,  IKE  (Nancy) 

3rand  Mezon  Shin  Itami  412,  Itami 

Shi,  Minami  Machi  2-1-20,  Hyogo- 

Ken  664,  Japan 
rlomerville,  OH,  church 

\UT',  RICHARD  E.  (Mildred) 
H.  5,  Westhaven  Est.,  No.  635. 

Warsaw,  IN  46580 
iVarsaw  church 

EEN*,  BRADLEY  (L) 

320  Rd.,  200  N,  No.  56,  Warsaw,  IN 

46580 
Winona  Lake  church 

EEN*,  DANIEL  B.  (Nancy) 

HCGN  706,  Bloco  Q,  Casa  21,  70.740 

Brasilia  DF,  Brazil,  SA 
Columbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 


GREENE*,  R  Dallas  (L)  (Debbie) 

7098  Limestone  Ln.,  Middletown,  MD 

21769  (Tel.  301/473-4337) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Greater  Washington  at  Frederick,  MD 

GREGORY*,  JOHN  E.  (Betty) 

R.R.  2,  Box  538,  Duncansville,  PA 

16635  (Tel.  814/695-3739) 
Pastor,  Leamersville  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

GRIFFITH*,  DAVID  (Sue) 

13A  rue  de  Strasbourg,  71200-LE 

CREUSOT,  FRANCE  (Tel.  0033-85 

80.10.07) 
Telford,  PA,  church 

GRIFFITH*,  ROBERT  (Joyce) 

R.R.  1,  Box  555,  Hollidaysburg,  PA 

16648  (Tel.  814/695-4240) 
Pastor,  Vicksburg  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

GRUBB*,  ELDON  E.  (L)  (Denise) 

5183  Yellow  Mt.  Rd.,  Lot  62,  Roanoke, 

VA  24014  (Tel.  703/982-5549) 
Youth  pastor,  Garden  City  church 

GUERENA*,  PHILLIP  (Amy) 

9853  Cedar  St.,  Apt.  10,  Bellflower,  CA 

90706  (Tel.  213/920-7956) 
Pastor  of  Hispanic  Ministry 
5931  Orange,  Long  Beach,  CA  90805 

(Tel.  213/426-0426) 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship  church) 

GUILES*,  DAVID  A.  (L)  (Sue) 

Lincoln  Apts.,  No.  4,  1600  E.  Ft.  Wayne 

St..  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/269-5346) 
Missionary  Appointee,  Argentina 
Warsaw  church 

GUILES*,  RONALD  A.  (Irene) 

6421  Fairview  Dr.,  Watauga,  TX  76148 

(Tel.  817/498-3722) 
Pastor,  First  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Fort  Worth 

GUIMONT*,  JEFF 

103  S.  Willow,  Flora,  IN  46929 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


•n  < 


i\ 
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HA  AG",  WALTER  (Alysl 

3760  Sunset  Ln.,  San  Ysidro,  CA  92073 

(Tel.  619/428-1563) 
Missionary,  Mexico 
San  Ysidro  church 

HABLE",  GARY  (L)  (Marie) 

2510  Eden  East,  Northwood,  OH  43619 

(Tel.  419/693-0146) 
Toledo  (Walbridge  Calvary)  church 
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HALBERG*,  ROY  (Andrea) 

3725  Beyer  Park  Dr.,  Modesto,  CA 

95355  (Tel.  209/521-8422) 
Modesto  (Ripon)  church 

HALL',  JONATHAN  (Linda) 

c/o  6565  Stearns  St.,  Long  Beach,  CA 

90815 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  church 

HALL*,  RALPH  C.  (Elizabeth) 

6611  Heritage  Ln.,  Bradenton,  FL 

33529  (Tel.  813/792-4256) 
Executive  Vice  President,  Nelson,  Hall 

&  Associates,  Inc. 
Bradenton  church 

HALLER*,  WESLEY  (Virginia) 

2487  Aspen  St.,  N.E.  North  Canton,  OH 

44721  (Tel.  216/499-8368) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Middlebranch,  OH 

HAMMERS',  THOMAS  E.  (Mary) 

604  Chestnut  Ave.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590  (Tel.  219/267-5977) 
Winona  Lake  church 

HANFT*,  WENDELL  (L) 

18  East  Ave.,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
Hagerstown  (Grace)  church 

HANNAH*,  WAYNE  (Gina) 

2108  Unicorn  Ln.,  Richmond,  VA  23235 

(Tel.  804/272-4413) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HARRELL*,  RICHARD  (Kathy) 

B.R  183  Moundou,  Republic  of  the 

Chad,  Africa 
Missionary,  Chad 
Whittier,  CA,  (Community)  church 

HARRIS*,  VERNON  J.  (Glyndowyn) 
104  Dianne  Cir.,  Willow  Street,  PA 

17584  (Tel.  717/464-9235) 
Pastor,  Southern  Lancaster  Grace 

Brethren  Church 

HARSTINE*,  RICHARD  F.  (Lucene) 

6733  Cotton  Lane,  Roanoke,  VA  24018 

(Tel.  703/774-3483) 
Asst.  Pastor,  Patterson  Memorial  Grace 

Brethren  Church 

HARTMAN*,  JOHN  E.  (Fern) 

4845  W  14th  St.,  Cleveland,  OH  44109 

(Tel.  216/749-1175) 
Norton,  OH,  church 

HATCH*,  BURTON  G.  (Marie) 

7742  Long  Lake  Ct.,  S.E.,  Olympia,  WA 

98503  (Tel.  206/456-2416) 
Retired  Chaplain  (Col.),  U.S.  Army 
Pulpit  Supply 
Long  Beach,  CA,  (Grace)  church 


HAWKINS*,  GILBERT  (Rosella) 

1203  "O"  St.,  Beaver  City,  NE  68£ 
(P.O.  Box  180)  (Tel.  308/268-582: 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HAYES*,  CHRIS  A.  (Liz) 

P.O.  Box  875445,  Wasilla,  AK  9968 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HEIM*,  JEFFREY  D. 

6777  Laird  Ave.,  Reynoldsburg,  OH 

43068 
Assoc.  Pastor,  Columbus  (East  Side 

church 


HEIN*,  HERMAN  H„  Jr.  (Luella) 

1316  S.  43rd  Ave.,  Yakima,  WA  98S- 

(Tel.  509/966-3938) 
Evangelism  and  Supply  Pastor 
Goldendale,  WA,  church 

HEINSMAN*.  WILLIAM  G.  (L)  (Melba) 
Box  153,  Taichung,  Taiwan  400,  R.( 
Director  of  TEAM  Radio-Taiwan 
Goshen,  IN,  church 

HENNING*,  G.  MARK  (Janette) 

25392  Shawnee  Dr.,  El  Toro,  CA  92;: 

(Tel.  714/458-1277) 
Albuquerque  (Heights),  NM,  church 


HETLAND*,  ART  (L)  (Michele) 

413  Wooster  Rd.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590  (Tel.  219/269-4132) 
Kent,  WA,  church 

HICKEY*,  THOMAS  W.  (L) 

22  Stratford  PI.,  (Tel.  904/677-2800) 
Ormond  Beach,  FL  32074 

Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Ormond  Beach 

HICKS*,  PAUL  (L) 

c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  1111  W- 
Third  St.,  Grand  view,  WA  98930 
Grandview  church 

HINKS*,  DONALD  R.  (Joan) 

12  Wade  Ave.,  Gettysburg,  PA  1732! 

(Tel.  717/334-1282) 
Owner,  Christian  bookstore 
Gettysburg  church 

HITCHMAN*,  DAVID  (Connie) 

1711  Airport  Rd.,  Allentown.  PA  18 

(Tel.  215/264-5881) 
Pastor,  Lehigh  Valley  Grace  Brethrc 

Church 

HOBERT*,  DAVID  (Susan) 

43  rue  Jean  Bouveri  71300-Montcea 
Les-Mines,  France  (Tel.  85.58.32 
Missionary 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 
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JERT*,  TAD  K.  (Vivienne) 

L230  Crownwood  Ave.,  Dayton,  OH 

45415  (Tel.  513/898-1689) 
'astor,  North  Riverdale  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

XING*,  DONALD  G.,  Ph.D.  (Betty) 
■Jo  Mrs.  Ethel  Schilling,  232  Junipero 

Ave.,  Apt.  C-l,  Long  Beach,  CA 

90803 
jong  Beach  (Grace)  church 

IKING*,  JIM  (Faye) 

3.P.  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Missionary,  Africa 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

DKING*,  THOMAS  G.  (Tamra) 

17025  Woodruff  Ave.,  No.  5,  Bellflower, 

CA  90706 
lE./Missions  Pastor 
Bellflower  church 

;KLEY*,  ALBERT  (L)  (Zoe  Ann) 
19840  Dan-Jelloway  Rd.,  Danville,  OH 

43014  (Tel.  614/599-6350) 
Dastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Danville 

0GDON*,  EARLE  C.  (Dorothy) 

Daixa  Postal  861,  66.000  Belem,  Para, 

Brazil,  South  America 

(Tel.  91/231-4716) 
Missionary,  Brazil 
Wooster,  OH,  church 

FECKER*,  TERRY  (Debbie) 

5801  Rings  Rd.,  Amlin,  OH  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: P.O.  Box  68,  43002) 
(Tel.  614/771-9748) 

Pastor,  Northwest  Chapel  Grace 
Brethren  Church 

FFMAN*,  PAUL  (Lyn) 

12630  Racquet  Ct,  Auburn,  CA  95603 

(Tel.  916/888-8094) 
Pastor,  Gold  Rush  Community  Grace 

Brethren  Church 

LMES*,  ROBERT  F.  (Alice) 

9409  Spencer  Rd.,  Homerville,  OH 

44235  (Tel.  216/625-3375) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

PKINS*.  RICHARD  (Jeanne) 

302  N.  Main  St.,  Walbridge,  OH  43465 

(Tel.  419/666-9727) 
Pastor,  Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church 

RNER*,  J.  RICHARD  (Bettie) 

2934  Maple  Ave.,  Altoona,  PA  16601 

(Tel.  814/942-7642) 
Pastor,  First  Grace  Brethren  Church 


HOSTETLER*,  DALE  C.  (L)  (Dorothy) 
910  S.  27th  Ave.,  Yakima,  WA  98902 

(Tel.  509/452-4554) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HOWARD*,  A.  L.  (Dorothy) 

1731  Brookfield,  La  Habra,  CA  90631 

(Tel.  213/691-9387) 
LaMirada,  CA,  church 

HOWARD*,  WILLIAM  E.  (Mary) 

304  Porter  Dr.,  Englewood,  OH  45322 

(Tel.  513/836-6247) 
Retired,  Pulpit  Supply 
Brookville,  OH,  church 

HOWELL*,  GREGORY  M.  (Colleen) 

129  N.W.  Second  St.,  Goldendale,  WA 

98620  (Tel.  509/773-3996) 
Pastor,  Community  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

HOWELL*,  STEPHEN  (L)  (Sherie) 

608  Stanley  Ave.,  Johnson  City,  TN 

37604  (Tel.  615/926-6757) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Johnson  City 

HOYT*,  ALDO  (L)  (Alice) 

725  S.  Eliot  St.,  (Mailing  address:  700  S. 

Federal  Blvd., 
Denver,  CO  80219)  (Tel.  303/937-1617) 
Pastor,  Denver  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HOYT*,  GARNER  E.  (Myna) 

5015  South  Green  County  Line  Rd., 

Bloomington,  IN  47401 
Educator  and  Missionary 
Canton,  OH,  church 

HOYT*,  HERMAN  A.,  Th.D.  (Harriet) 
101  Florentine  Dr.,  Willow  Street,  PA 

17584  (Tel.  717/464-5860) 
Educator  and  Minister 
Southern  Lancaster  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

HOYT*,  LYNN  (Mary) 

Brown  1649,  Piso  7,  2000  Rosario,  Santa 

Fe,  Argentina, 

South  America  (Tel.  (041)  55-4461) 
Missionary,  Argentina 
Sidney,  IN,  church 

HOYT*,  SOLON  (Kathryn) 

Rivadavia  455,  5800  Rio  Cuarto  Cor- 
doba Argentina,  South  America 
(Tel.  5816/30096) 

Canton,  OH,  church 

HUDSON*,  ELLIOTT  (Betsy) 

119  Marburth  Ave.,  Baltimore,  MD 

21204  (Tel.  301/583-7010) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  of 
Baltimore 


>l 


103 


HUESMANN  II*,  LOUIS  (L)  (Laurie) 

57  Cypress  Rd.,  Newington,  CT  06111 

(Tel.  203/665-0393) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Greater  Hartford 

HUGHES*,  THOMAS  D.  (Joyce) 

c/o  Heights  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
2518  Eubank  Blvd.,  N.E.,  Albuquer- 
que, NM  87112 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HULETT*,  CLAYTON  (Kim) 

P.O.  Box  AC-527,  Quezon  City,  3001, 

Philippines 
Long  Beach,  CA  (Grace)  church 

HUMBERD*,  LARRY  (Joyce) 

R.  9,  Box  110,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 

(Tel.  301/739-2792) 
Assoc/Youth  Pastor,  Hagerstown  (Grace) 

church 

HUNT*,  JAMES  F.  Jr.,  (Mary) 

54  East  Palmer  Park  Dr.,  Palmer,  MA 

01069  (Tel.  413/283-6464) 
Pastor,  Ludlow  Grace  Brethren  Church 

HUNT*,  TRUE  L.  (Lucille) 

Grace  Ln.,  Uniontown,  PA  15401 

(Tel.  412/437-4488) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


IMMEL*,  K.  HOWARD  (June) 

B.P.  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Furlough  address:  3860  Smiley  Rd.. 

Hilliard,  OH  43026 
Missionary,  Africa 
(Tel.  714/876-1649) 
Columbus,  OH,  (Trinity)  church 

INBODEN*,  BUZZ  (L)  (Deb) 

2403  Summit  St.,  Columbus,  OH  43202 

(Tel.  614/268-5242) 
Columbus  (Grace)  church 

INMAN*,  F.  THOMAS  (Geneva) 

2244  Fernwood  Dr.,  Colorado  Springs, 

CO  80910  (Tel.  303/597-2620) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


J 


JACKSON*,  DANIEL  (Rachel) 

Auf  der  Haley  18,5407  Boppard  1,  West 

Germany 
Missionary,  Germany 
Osceola,  IN,  church 


JACKSON*,  EDWARD  A.  (Polly) 

1012  Court  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  1 

(Tel.  219/269-9784) 
Eastern  Director,  Grace  Brethren  H 

Missions  Council 
Warsaw,  church 


JACKSON*,  G.  Forrest  (Arlene) 

172  Burgess  Ave.,  Dayton,  OH  4541 

(Tel.  513/275-4211) 
Pastor,  First  Grace  Brethren  Churcl" 

JACKSON*,  JIM  (L)  (Sheryl) 

P.O.  Box  2025.  Irmo,  SC  29063 

(Tel.  803/732-3029) 
Pastor,  Carolina  Grace  Brethren  Ch  ,1 

JACOBSON*,  JON  RICHARD  (L)  (Marg   t 
P.O.  Box  2835,  Blue  Jav,  CA  92317 

(Tel.  714/336-2387) 
Campus  Crusade  For  Christ 
Long  Beach,  (Grace  Fellowship)  chui 

JARRELL*,  STEPHEN  (Linda) 

450  Springfield  Dr.,  Woodstock,  GA 

30188  (Tel.  404/924-4841 
Assoc.  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Churc 

Atlanta 


JARVIS*,  RONZIL  L.  (Becky) 
P.O.  Box  69,  Listie,  PA  15549 

(Tel.  814/445-5602) 
Pastor,  Listie  Grace  Brethren  Churc 

JENKINS*,  CHARLES  LEE  (Janis) 
Box  273,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-6078) 
Staff,  Grace  Village 
Winona  Lake  church 

JENKS*,  DALE  (Dorothy) 

P.O.  Box  463,  Island  Pond,  VT  05846 

(Tel.  802/723-4785) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


JENSEN*,  DOUGLAS 

3521  Williamson  Rd.,  Stow.  OH  442: 

(Tel.  216/688-8073) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Cuyahoga  Falls 

JENSEN*,  RICHARD  (L) 

3737  Citronella  St.,  Simi  Valley,  CA 

93063  (Tel.  805/583-1707) 
Principal,  Grace  Brethren  School 
Simi  Valley  church 

JOHNSON*,  GEORGE  A.  (Evelyn) 

c/o  Guy  Johnson.  R.  3.  4461  Thomps 

Rd.,  Wooster,  OH  44691 
Missionary,  Brazil 
Wooster  church 

JOHNSON*,  HOWARD  (L) 

c/o  Grace  Community  Church  of  Sea 
Beach,  138  Eighth  St.,  Seal  Beac! 
CA  90740 

Seal  Beach  church 
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INSON*,  MICHAEL  (L)  (Shirley) 

-109  Whitebeam  Ct.,  Virginia  Beach, 

VA  23462  (Tel.  804/474-0855) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

INSON*,  NORMAN  (Cleo) 

ICGN  706,  Bloco  Q,  Casa  21,  70.740 

Brasilia,  D.F.  Brazil,  South  America 

(Tel.  034-234-1130) 
Missionary,  Brazil 
Vshland,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

INSON*,  RAYMOND  (Marilyn) 

.05  W.  Kessler-Cowlesville  Rd.,  Troy, 

OH  45373  (Tel.  513/335-3516) 
'ulpit  Supply 
)ayton,  (Basore  Road)  church 

INE*,  RONALD  (RIC)  (L) 

/o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  P.O.  Box  12, 

New  Holland,  PA  17557 
>Jew  Holland  church 

IES*,  A.  DUANE  (Katherine) 
1590  N.W.  183rd,  Portland,  OR  97229 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Beaverton 

IES*,  ALAN  (Ellen) 

'.O.  Box  67,  New  Troy,  MI  49119 

(Tel.  616/426-8262) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

IES*,  EMLYN  H„  Th.M.,  D.D.  (Kay) 
!5  Shetland  Dr.,  Hummelstown,  PA 

17036  (Tel.  717/566-0367) 
Chaplain  (Lt.  Col.),  U.S.  Army  (Retired) 
temple  Hills,  MD,  church 

IES*,  HAROLD  G.  (Fern) 

»04  W.  Broad  St.,  Souderton,  PA  18964 

(Tel.  215/723-8759) 
vlinister  of  Visitation 
telford  church 

)AY*,  ROBERT  H.  (Brenda) 

'few  Tribes  Mission,  Room  217, 
Commercial  Center,  Lipa  City, 
Batanges,  4216,  Philippines 

Vlissionary  Appointee 

\lta  Vista,  VA,  church 

JEN*,  THOMAS  (Doris) 

D.0.  Box  588,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Executive  Director,  Grace  Brethren 

Foreign  Missions  (Tel.  219/269-3874) 
Holumbus,  OH,  (Grace),  church 

IKE*,  RONALD  H. 

S.R.  5,  Green  Acres,  Kittanning,  PA 

16201  (Tel.  412/543-2208) 
Visual  Evangelist 
Kittanning  (First)  church 


K 


KARNS*,  LON 

Grace  Brethren  Village,  1010  Taywood 

Rd.,  Englewood,  OH  45322 
Retired,  Pastor  Emeritus 
Englewood  church 

KAUFFMAN*,  LUKE  E.  (Sandy) 

613  Hilltop  Rd.,  Myerstown,  PA  17067 

(Tel.  717/866-6325) 
Pastor,  Myerstown  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

KELLEY*,  GERALD  L.  (Janet) 

318  Maple  Court,  Kokomo,  IN  46902 

(Tel.  317/453-4579) 
Pastor,  Indian  Heights  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

KENNEDY*,  JAMES  M.  (Virginia) 
98-323  Pono  St.,  Aiea,  HI  96701 

(Tel.  808/487-7541) 
Pastor,  Waimalu  Grace  Brethren  Church 

KENNEDY*,  LESTER  W.  (Lois) 

25  Dudley  Ferry,  Radford,  VA  24141 

(Tel.  703/639-0683) 
Pastor,  Fairlawn  Grace  Brethren  Church 

KENT*,  HOMER  A.,  Th.D.  (Beverly) 

305  Sixth  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-5706) 
Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Greek, 

Grace  Schools 
Winona  Lake  church 

KENT*,  WENDELL  E.  (Pat) 

R.  1,  Box  97,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/594-2565) 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  Brethren 

Foreign  Missionary  Society 
Winona  Lake  church 

KERN*,  ROBERT  D.  (Dorothy) 

Box  246,  501  Poplar  St.,  Richland,  PA 

17087  (Tel.  717/866-5285) 
Minister  of  Counseling 
Myerstown,  PA,  church 

KESECKER*,  J.  WILLIAM  (L) 

1384  Salem  Ave.,  Hagerstown,  MD 

21740 
Hagerstown  (Calvary)  church 

KIDDOO*,  WILLIAM 

7  Musgrave  Close,  Newhall,  Sutton 
Coldfield,  Birmingham  B76  8LA, 
England 

Missionary,  England 

Lanham,  MD,  church 

KINGSBURY*,  ROBERT  (L) 

c/o  Grace  Fellowship  Church,  6095 

Orange  Ave.,  Long  Beach,  CA  90805 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  church 
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KIRNBAUER*,  TED  (L)(Kristen) 

1190-16  Karuizawa  Machi,  Nagano-Ken 

T  389-01,  Japan 
Missionary 
Long  Beach  (Grace)  church 

KLIEVER*,  JAKE,  D.D. 

Grace  Village,  P.O.  Box  337,  Winona 

Lake,  IN  46590  (Tel.  219/372-6135) 
Stateside  Ministries 
Middlebranch,  OH,  church 


KULP',  ROBERT  (L)(Susan) 

20  W.  Main  St.,  Everett,  PA  15537  I 
Pastor,  Everett  Grace  Brethren  Chin 

KURTANECK*,  NICKOLAS  (Micky) 

6153  Pershing  Wy.,  Buena  Park,  Ci'1 

90260  (Tel.  714/522-5044) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Norwalk 


KLIEWER*,  ROBERT  C.  (Lillian) 

7612  Appleby  Dr.,  Huntington  Beach, 

CA  92648  (Tel.  714/848-2550) 
Pastor,  Westminster  Brethren  Church 

KLINGLER*,  GENE  A.  (L)  (Wanda) 

167  St.  Paul  Dr.,  Fremont,  OH  43420 

(Tel.  419/334-2112) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

KNIERIM*,  STEPHEN  D.  (Marilyn) 
P.O.  Box  66,  Aleppo,  PA  15310 

(Tel.  412/685-5360) 
Pastor,  Aleppo  Brethren  Church 

KNIGHTING*,  ANDREW  (L)  (Charlotte) 
6911  Lamont  Dr.,  Lanham,  MD  20706 

(Tel.  301/459-5221) 
Lanham  church 

KONVES*,  RUSSELL  E.  (Lois) 

4114  W.  Greenway  Rd.,  Phoenix,  AZ 

85023  (Tel.  602/938-5315) 
Pastor,  Northwest  Brethren  Church 

KOONTZ*,  KENNETH  (Janice) 

855  Trumbull,  Deltona,  FL  32725 

(Tel.  904/789-6512) 
Pastor,  Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Orange  City-Deltona 

KOWALKE*,  DAVID  (L)  (Cindy) 

6  Knightsbridge  Close,  Four  Oaks, 
Sutton  Coldfield,  Birmingham  B74 
4UQ,  England 
Missionary,  England 
Warsaw,  IN  church 

KREIMES",  ROY  (Beverly) 

80  Lucky  Dr.,  Concord,  NC  28025 
Charlotte,  NC,  church 

KRIEGBAUM*,  ARNOLD  R.  (Laura) 
2400  N.E.  146th  Ct,  No.  7,  Silver 

Springs,  FL  32688 

(Tel.  904/625-1991) 
Ocala  church 

KRYNOCK,  ROGER  (Susan) 

15567  Meadowbrook  Dr.,  Marysville, 

OH  43040  (Tel.  513/644-9279) 
Delaware,  OH,  church 


LACKEY*,  CLARENCE  H.  (Marian) 
P.O.  Box  6,  Portis,  KS  67474 

(Tel.  913/346-2085) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

LAMBRIGHT,  BRAD  L.  (L)  (Dawn) 
P.O.  Box  147,  Blain,  PA  17006 

(Tel.  717/536-3345) 
Pastor,  Shermans  Valley  Grace  Bret 

Church,  Loysville 

LANCASTER,  JOHN  WM.  (Regina) 

Kyle  Hill,  P.O.  Box  297,  Barton,  ML! 

21521  (Tel.  301/463-6654) 
Pastor,  Mill  Run  Grace  Brethren  CI  I 
of  Westernport 

LANDRUM*.  CLYDE  K.  (Ruby) 

1108  Chestnut  Ave.,  Winona  Lake,  I 

46590  (Tel.219/269-5381) 
Advertising  Director,  Christian  Schci 
Warsaw  church 


LAWSON*,  CHARLES  E.  (Fayth) 

317  Whispering  Dr.,  Trotwood,  OH 

45426  (Tel.  513/854-2066) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


LEECH*,  EDMUND  M.  (Virginia  L.) 
19310  S.  Harvest  Ave.,  Cerritos,  CA 

90701  (Tel.  213/865-3161) 
Pastor  Emeritus  of  Missions,  Mercy 

Visitation 
Bellflower,  CA,  church 


LEIGH*,  NATHAN  (Armida) 

95-2044  Waikalani  PL,  #C302,  Wahi 

HI  96786  (Tel.  808/672-3250) 
Pastor,  Makakilo  Grace  Brethren  Ch 
Wahiawa,  HI,  church 

LEWIS*,  EDWARD  (Ruth) 

6117  NW.  27th  St.,  Margate,  FL  33C 

(Tel.  305/973-7344) 
Evangelistic  work 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL,  church 
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IS*,  EDWARD  A.  (L) 

0  Box  365,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
(Tel.  219/267-3928) 

xecutive  Director,  GBC  Christian 

Education 
lirector  of  Candidate  Personnel,  Grace 

Brethren 

Foreign  Missions 
/inona  Lake  church 

)BERG*,  PAUL  O. 

233  Krim,  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM 

87109 
,ong  Beach,  CA,  (North)  Church 

)ELEF*,  GARTH  E.  (Bette) 

634  Cedar  St.,  Bellflower,  CA  90706 

(Tel.  213/602-0662) 
'astor,  Community  Grace  Brethren 
ihurch,  Long  Beach,  CA 

3ENFELTER*,  GALEN  M.  (Kathern) 
'.O.  Box  684,  Dolan  Springs,  AZ  86441 
brt  Wayne,  IN,  (First)  church 

3ENFELTER*,  HOMER  (Mary  Elizabeth) 

1  D.  3,  Box  190,  Everett,  PA  15537 

(Tel.  814/652-2697) 
letired  —  Pulpit  supply,  Bible  conf., 

Evangelist 
Iverett  church 

;ENZ*,  ORVILLE  A.  (Florence) 

184  Silver  Tree,  Claremont,  CA  91711 

(Tel.  714/621-9762) 
Chaplain  U.S.  Army,  Retired 
dontclair  church 

IA,  TONY  T.  (L) 

5.0.  Box  32-B,  Talpa  Rt.,  Ranchos  de 

Taos,  NM  87557  (Tel.  505/758-9244) 
raos  church 

N*,  THOMAS  (Debbie) 

(800  Cameron  Ranch  Dr.,  Sacramento, 

CA  95841 
^astor,  River  City  Grace  Community 

Church  of  Sacramento 


MAHAFFEY*,  THOMAS  (Verlyn) 

250  Philadelphia  Ave.,  Waynesboro,  PA 

17268  (Tel.  717/762-3610) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MALAIMARE*,  THEODORE  (Evelyn) 
69  Reata  Ave.,  Ventura,  CA  93004 

(Tel.  805/647-5258) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 
Church  of  Ventura 

MALE*,  E.  WILLIAM,  Ph.D.  (Ella) 
R.R.  8,  Box  71,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-7427) 
Dean  of  Seminary,  Grace  Schools 
Warsaw  church 

MALLES*,  MARK  E.  (Phyllis) 

4024  W.  Rancho  Dr.,  Phoenix,  AZ 

85019  (Tel.  602/841-5031) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MALLON*,  HENRY  (L)  (Joan) 

11  Vienna  Ct.,  Brookville,  OH  45309 
Asst.  Pastor,  Brookville  church 

MANDUKA*,  DAVID  (Kathy) 

Strohgaustr.  13,  7250  Leonburg, 
West  Germany 
(Tel.  07-152-21953) 
Missionary,  Germany 
Columbus,  OH,  church 

MANGES*,  CRAIG  (L) 

c/o  Everett  Grace  Brethren  Church,  14 

W.  Main  St.,  Everett,  PA  15537 
Everett  (Grace)  church 

MANGES*,  DAVID  (Rosie) 

2090  Hillview  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  PA 

17222  (Tel.  717/352-3241) 
Chambersburg  church 

MANGUM,  ALAN  (Cheryl) 

P.O.  Box  36,  Ferguson,  IA  50078 

(Tel.  515/478-3313) 
Pastor  of  an  independent  church 
Modesto,  CA,  church 


:MILLAN*,  ROBERT  (Sharon) 

3414  Ralston  St.,  Ventura,  CA  93003 

(Tel.  805/642-9372) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Ventura 

CONAGHY*,  HILL  (Dorothy) 
4061  58th  Ave.  N„  Lot  206,  St. 

Petersburg,  FL  33714 

(Tel.  813/525-4576) 
Retired  Missionary 
Philadelphia,  PA,  (First)  church 


MANNING*,  DAVID  (Ruth) 
Box  286,  Avon,  SD  57315 

(Tel.  605/286-3698) 
Morrill,  KS,  church 

MARKEN*,  DONALD  M.  (Mabel) 

5  Marchand  St.,  Millersburg,  OH  44654 
Danville,  OH,  church 

MARKLEY*,  ROBERT  WM„  Sr.  (Idabelle) 
P.O.  Box  205,  Coolville,  OH  45723 

(Tel.  614/667-3523) 
Pastor,  Vienna,  WV,  church 
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MARKSBURY*,  DAVID  E.  (Claudia) 

2981  Daisy  Ave.,  Long  Beach,  CA  (Mail- 
ing address:  P.O.  Box  17148,  90807) 
(Tel.  213/426-8854) 
Western  Director,  Grace  Brethren  Home 

Missions  Council 
Kent,  WA,  church 


MARSHALL*,  JAMES  B.  (Margaret) 
Box  55,  Sinking  Spring,  OH  45172 

(Tel.  513/588-4675) 
Pastor,  Sinking  Spring  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


MARTIN',  CHARLES  M.  (Myra) 

Rd.  7,  Box  242,  Johnstown,  PA  15905 

(Tel.  814/288-4045) 
Pastor,  Johnstown  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

MASON*,  NORRIS  (L)  (Sue) 

R.  2,  Box  98,  Seward,  PA  15954 

(Tel.  814/446-6153) 
Pastor,  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Armagh 

MATTHES*,  QUENTIN  L.  (Norma) 

1315  Falene  PL,  Galloway,  OH  43119 

(Tel.  614/878-6625) 
Pastor,  Southwest  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  Columbus 

MAYER",  J.  NORMAN  (L)  (Dorothy) 

791  Hamilton  Blvd.,  Hagerstown,  MD 

21740  (Tel.  301/733-3058) 
Pastor,  Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MAYES*,  HOWARD,  D.R.E.  (Nancy) 
4955  Longford,  Huber  Heights,  OH 

45424  (Tel.  513/236-4423) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Huber 

Heights 

MAYES*,  JOHN  W.,  D.Min.  (Marjorie  F.) 
R.  9,  Box  559B,  Longview,  TX  75601 

(Tel.  214/753-3143) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


MAYES*,  ROGER  (Ruth  Ann) 

7363  Palomar  Ave.,  Yucca  Valley,  CA 

92284  (Tel.  619/365-1514) 
Pastor,  Yucca  Valley  Grace  Community 

Church 

MAYHUE*,  RICHARD  L.,  Th.D  ("B") 
3635  Gaviota  Ave.,  Long  Beach,  CA 

90807  (Tel.  213/595-6881) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MCCARTHY*,  RICHARD  D.  (Lee) 
R.  6,  Box  185,  Johnstown,  15909 

(Tel.  814/749-8758) 
Pastor,  Pike  Grace  Brethren  Church 


McCLELLAN*,  JAMES  S.  (L)  (Vivian)     > 
24520  131  PI.  S.E.,  Kent,  WA  9803 

(Tel.  206/630-2552) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Kent  church 

McCOY*,  RAYMOND  (L),  (Peggy) 

R.  2,  Box  467,  Cumberland,  MD  21  J 

(Tel.  301/724-7223) 
Pastor,  Cumberland  Grace  Brethrer'' 

Church 


McCRUM*,  ARTHUR  E.  (Alice) 

R.R.  1,  Box  33,  North  English,  IA 

52316  (Tel.  319/664-3568) 
Pastor,  Pleasant  Grove  Grace  Breth 

Church 

Mcdonald*,  h.  fenton  (Judy) 

801  Pigeon  Forge  Dr.,  Pflugerville,  ' 

78660  (Tel.  512/251-5784) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Aus 

Mcintosh*,  john  r.  (Carolyn) 

2735  N.  Beth  PL,  Simi  Valley,  CA 

93065 

Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

McKILLEN*,  J.C.  (Bill)  (Edna) 

511  S.  Sherwood  Village  Dr.,  Tucsor; 

AZ  85710  (Tel.  602/298-1388) 
Jewish  Radio  Mission 
Arvada,  CO,  church 


MEEKER*,  MARVIN  E.  (Jeralyn) 

2621  Wayside  Ct.,  Warsaw,  IN  46581 

(Tel.  219/269-1298) 
Warsaw  church 

MENSINGER*,  EDWARD  (Linda) 
B.P.  240,  Bangui, 

Central  African  Republic 
Missionary,  Africa 
Arvada,  CO,  church 

MENZEL*,  DAVE  (L) 

c/o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  1603 

Whitehall  Rd.,  Anderson,  SC  296 
Anderson  church 

MERRIMAN*,  KEITH  A.  (Nancy) 

1532  Harding  Ave.,  Orrville,  OH  446 

(Tel.  216/683-0850) 
Pastor,  Orrville  Grace  Brethren  Chu 

MESSNER*,  RICHARD  G.  (Yvonne) 
R.R.  8,  Box  235,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-7839) 
Ketchum,  Inc.  Fund  Raising  Counse 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

MICHAELS*,  DAN  (L)  (Sue) 

66  Kings  Highway,  Winona  Lake,  I> 

46590  (Tel.  219/267-6455) 
Youth  pastor 
Winona  Lake  church 
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.EFT,  CLARK  (Eunice) 

2088  Gearhart  Rd.,  Greencastle,  PA 

17225  (Tel.  717/597-7356) 
ulpit  Supply 
lagerstown,  MD,  Valley  Grace 

Brethren 

.ER*,  DAVID  W.  (Sandra) 

821  Linda,  La  Palma,  CA  90623 

(Tel.  213/423-5431) 
'astor,  Grace  Fellowship  Church 

.ER",  DONALD  F.  (Lois) 

901  Drakeshire  Dr.,  Modesto,  CA 

95356  (Tel.  209/527-0708) 
letired  Missionary,  Africa 
Wiittier,  CA,  (Grace)  church 

.ER*,  EDWARD  D.  (Eileen) 

laixa  Postal  368,  66.000  Belem,  Para, 

Brazil,  South  America 

(Tel.  160-550-91-226-2896) 
lissionary,  Brazil 
lodesto,  CA  (Big  Valley  Grace),  church 

.ER*,  GARY  (Marilyn) 

18  Bank  St.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 

(Tel.  419/325-3779) 
'astor,  Southview  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

LER*,  J.  PAUL  (Ellen) 

300  Payne  Ave.,  Modesto,  CA  95351 

(Tel.  209/537-4060) 
'ulpit  Supply,  Bible  Teacher 
Upon,  CA,  church 

LER*,  KURT  A.  (Anecia) 
182  Brook  Dr.  E.,  Dunedin,  FL 

33528  (Tel.  813/736-2871) 
'astor,  Palm  Harbor  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

LER*,  R.  PAUL  (Esther) 

>00  Laura  Ave.,  Altamonte  Springs,  FL 

32714  (Tel.  305/869-6192) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Maitland 

LER*,  RALPH  F.  (Nancy) 

5353  Starkey  Rd.,  S.W.,  Roanoke,  VA 

24014  (Tel.  703/774-9293) 
Dulpit  supply/Bible  teacher 
toanoke  (Ghent)  church 

LER*,  ROBERT  E.  A.  (Althea) 

5772  Karen  Ave.,  Cypress,  CA  90630 

(Tel.  714/995-6140) 
\merican  Board  of  Missions  to  Jews 
Westminster,  CA,  church 

LER*,  THOMAS  (Donna) 

R.R.  8,  Box  277,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-2533) 
Pressman,  BMH  Printing 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 


MILLER*,  W.  CARL  (Betty) 

20657  Old  Mansfield  Rd.,  Bellville,  OH 

44813  (Tel.  614/694-8175) 
Pastor,  Ankenytown  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

MILLER*,  W.  RAY  (L)  Betty) 

4860  Catalina  Dr.,  Toledo,  OH  43615 

(Tel.  419/537-0175) 
Pastor,  Toledo  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MILLER*,  WARD  A.  (Lucille) 

3130  Valaria  Dr.,  Highland,  CA  92346 

(Tel.  714/864-5136) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
San  Bernardino 

MITCHELL*,  A.  DAVID  (Bettylou) 

94-395  Ololu  St.,  Mililani.  HI  96789 

(Tel.  808/623-5313) 
Pastor,  Waipio  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MITCHELL*,  CURTIS  C,  Th.D.  (Patricia) 
3109  San  Juan  Dr.,  Fullerton,  CA  92635 

(Tel.  714/525-2964) 
Professor  of  Bible,  Biola  University 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  church 

MOELLER*,  DANIEL  P.  (Mary  Lou) 
B.P.  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Missionary,  Africa 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

MOELLER*,  ROBERT  C.  (Donna) 

4584  Fulton  Rd.,  Smithville,  OH  44677 

(Tel.  216/669-3768 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Sterling 

MOHLER*,  HORACE  H.  (Zella) 

63  East  Sherry  Dr.,  Trotwood,  OH 

45426  (Tel.  513/837-8685) 
Dayton,  OH  (First  Grace),  church 

MOHLER*,  PAUL  L. 

707  Saint  John  St.,  Grafton,  WV  26354 

(Tel.  304/265-4624) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Grafton  church 

MOORE*,  EARL  D.  (L)  (Lynda) 

P.O.  Drawer  4344,  Kenai,  AK  99611 
(Tel:  Office-907/283-4379,  Home- 
907/283-7327) 
Pastor,  Kenai  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MORTON*,  ROBERT  (Mary) 

11605  Long  St.,  Bowling  Green,  OH 

43402  (Tel.  419/352-2450) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MUNHOLLAND*,  LEROY  (L)  (Gloria) 
1019  NE  Maple  Dr.,  Kansas  City,  MO 
64118 

(Tel.  417/532-2816  or  417/453-6588) 
Kansas  City  church 
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MUTCHLER*,  J.  PAUL  (Linda) 

616  N.W.  21  St.,  Wilton  Manors,  FL 

33311  (Tel.  305/561-6936) 
Pastor,  Fort  Lauderdale  Grace  Brethren 
Church 


MYERS*,  M.  LEE  (Lynette) 

507  Wentworth  Dr.,  Winchester  VA 

22601  (Tel.  703/667-2602) 
Pastor,  Blue  Ridge  Grace  Brethren 
Church 


NORWICK*,  STANLEY  (Elizabeth) 

1467  Osprey  Ln.,  College  Place,  W^l 

99324  (Tel.  509/525-7681) 
Chaplain,  Convalescent  Hospital 

Ministry,  Walla  Walla 
Long  Beach,  CA,  (Grace  Fellowship , 

church 

NUTTER*,  LESLIE  (Frances) 

R.D.  2,  Box  112,  Wrightsville,  PA 

17368  (Tel.  717/252-3554) 
Pastor,  Susquehanna  Grace  Brethre: 
Church 
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NAGLE*,  JOHN  (L)  (Becky) 

520  Stassen  Way,  Grandview,  WA 

98930  (Tel.  509/882-5882) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

NAIRN",  STANLEY  D.  (Betty) 

JV.  Gonzales  2218,  1879  Quilmes  Oeste, 

Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  S.A. 

(Tel.  011/54/1/250/1212) 
Missionary,  Argentina 
Middlebranch,  OH,  church 


NAJIMIAN*,  DANIEL  T.  (L)  (Billie  Jo) 
352  W.  Park  Blvd.,  Medina,  OH  44256 

(Tel.  216/723-0040) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


O'DELL*,  CECIL  (L)  (Debbie) 

Koopo  Tsukase  No.  102,  2-10-8 

Sumiyoshi-Cho,  Hoya-Shi,  Tokyo 

T202,  Japan 

(Tel.  (011-81X0424X23-6455) 
Missionary,  Japan 
Long  Beach,  CA,  (Grace)  church 

OESSENICH*,  FRANK  (L) 

3309  Broad  Ave.,  Altoona,  PA  1660. \ 
Altoona  (Juniata)  church 

OGDEN*,  DONALD  E.,  M.M.  (Wanita) 
R.R.  8,  Box  245,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-7290) 
Professor,  Grace  Schools 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 


NASS*,  JOSEPH  E.  (L)  (Mary) 

45  W.  St.  Charles  St.,  Grafton,  WV 

26354  (Tel.  304/265-0043) 
Pastor,  First  Grace  Brethren  Church 


OGDEN*,  W.  RUSSELL  (Betty) 

8400  Good  Luck  Rd.,  Lanham,  MD 

20706  (Tel.  301/552-9660) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


NEWLIN*,  STUART  (L)  (Sherry) 

310  E.  Plier  Precise  Rd.,  Longview,  TX 

75601 
Longview  church 


NIX*,  DAYNE  (Linda) 

10282  W.  69th  Ave.,  Arvada,  CO  80004 

(Tel.  303/431-4710) 
Hackberry  Hill  Grace  Brethren  Church 


NONNEMACHER,  HARRY  (Sylvia) 

1142  Bedford  St.,  Johnstown,  PA  15902 

(Tel.  814/535-7859) 
Sr.  Pastor,  Geistown  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


NORD',  CHRISTOPHER  D.  (L)  (Carolyn) 
18  rue  de  Martyrs  de  la  Resistance 
71000  Chalon  Sur  Saone,  France 
Missionary,  France 
Bellflower,  CA,  church 


OLSZEWSKI*,  BUD  (Ann) 

50  Rittman  Rd.,  Rittman,  OH  4427' 

(Tel.  216/925-5356) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

OSTRANDER*,  MICHAEL  (Judv) 
R.  1,  Box  212,  Moran,  MI  49760 
Pastor,  Ozark  Grace  Brethren  Chun 


PAGE,  MICHAEL  (L)  (Sherry) 

Centre  Missionnaire,  50  rue  des 

Galibouds,  73200  Albertville,  Fn 

(Tel.  79  32.43.96) 
Missionary,  France 
Arvada,  CO,  church 

PAINTER*,  HAROLD  (Margaret) 

1050  Richards  Rd.,  Perris,  CA  9237( 
Montclair,  CA,  church 
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PAS*,  JOHN  (Becky) 

.iebigstr  7/1,  7080  Aalen-Unterkochen, 

West  Germany  (Tel.  7361-87896) 
lissionary,  Germany 
lolumbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 


PETERS*,  STEPHEN  (Susan) 

600  S.  Main  St.,  West  Milton,  OH  45383 

(Tel.  513/698-3664) 
Pastor,  Community  Grace  Brethren 

Church,  Union 


CHER*,  KIM  (L)(Denise) 

[idaway  Hills,  R.  2,  Lot  119,  Warsaw, 

IN  46580  (Tel.  219/269-1422) 
Winona  Lake  church 

1ICK*,  JOHN  B.  (Georgia) 

35  Sycamore,  Tinton  Falls,  NJ 

07724-3127 
irethren  Chaplain,  U.S.  Army 
inaheim,  CA,  church 

rERSON*,  GARY  C.  (Jaci) 

t  BTry  3d  Cn  Trng.  Bn,  Ft.  Sill,  OK 

73503  (Tel.  405/355-2882) 
Varsaw,  FN,  church 

K*,  GEORGE  O.,  D.D.  (Phyllis) 

917  Andrew  Way,  Cypress,  CA  90630 

(Tel.  714/894-7070) 
'astor  Emeritus,  Long  Beach,  CA 

(Grace  Fellowship)  church 

R*,  EARLE  E.  (Alice) 

21  Vancouver  Dr.,  Westerville,  OH 

43081  (Tel.  614/891-6659) 
'astoral  care,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Columbus 

R*,  PETER 

S.P.  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Missionary— France  (on  loan  to  C.A.R.) 
Vinona  Lake,  IN,  church 

AZA*,  F.  JAVIER  (Ofelia) 

;414  W.  6th  St.,  Santa  Ana,  CA  92703 

(Tel.  714/835-6697) 
'astor,  Maranatha  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


iRINE*,  SHELDON 

/o  Cherry  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church,  P.O.  Box  655,  Beaumont,  CA 
92223 

Jeaumont  church 

ERS*,  JACK  K.,  Jr.  (L)  (Deborah) 
i801  Deer  Tracks  Trail,  Lakeland,  FL 

33803  (Tel.  813/646-3508) 
'astor,  Lakeland  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

ERS*,  JACK  K.,  Sr.  (Maxine) 

.27  Cedar  Dr.,  West  Milton,  OH  45383 

(Tel.  513/698-5338) 
vlinister  of  Evangelism  and 

Discipleship 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church, 

Union,  Ohio 


PETTMAN,  DAN  (Grace) 

C.P.  183,  58100  Campina  Grande,  PB, 

Brazil 
Missionary,  Brazil 
Canton,  OH,  church 

PETTY,  RICHARD  A.  (L)  (Marilyn) 
425  E.  Patterson,  Bellefontaine,  OH 

43311  (Tel.  513/592-1419) 
Pastor,  Mad  River  Valley  Grace 
Brethren  Church 

PEUGH*,  ROGER  D.  (Nancy) 

7  Stuttgart  (80)  Mohringen,  Ganzenstr. 

13  West  Germany 
(Tel.  0711/71.11.78) 
Missionary,  Germany 
Elkhart,  IN,  church 


PICARD*,  MITCHELL  S.  (L)  (Deborah) 
1523  E.  Newport,  Lititz,  PA  17543 
Assistant  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 
Church 


PIFER*,  LESTER  E.,  D.D.  (Genevene) 

6602  23rd  Ave.  W,  Bradenton,  FL  33529 

(Tel.  813/794-2008) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

PITTMAN*,  EARL  (L)lCosy) 

880  Florence  St.,  (Mailing  address:  P.O. 

Box  135,  45385)  Xenia,  OH 

(Tel.  513/376-4476) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

PLACEWAY*,  RICHARD  (Nancy) 

2201  Highland  Rd.,  Parkersburg,  WV 

26101  (Tel.  304/422-6143) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

PLACEWAY*,  TIM  (L)  (Joellen) 
R.  1,  Box  12,  Berne,  IN  46711 

(Tel.  219/589-3195) 
Minister  of  Youth  and  Music 
Berne  church 

PLASTER*,  DAVID  R.  (Virginia) 

1902  E.  Sheridan,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/269-9625) 
Faculty,  Grace  Theological  Seminary 
Warsaw  Community  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

POIRIER*,  ROBERT  (Ellen) 

3912  Bradwood  Dr.,  Dayton,  OH  45405 

(Tel.  513/274-8220) 
Pastor,  Calvary  Grace  Brethren  Church 
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POLMAN*,  GERALD  (Phyllis) 

P.O.  Box  385,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/269-6772) 
Retired,  Pulpit  Supply 
Winona  Lake  church 


RAMSEY*,  DAN  (Denise) 

Egerlanderstr  2,7250  Leonberg,  Weft 

Germany  (Tel.  07152-45609) 
Missionary,  Germany 
Canton,  OH,  church 


POLMAN*,  ROY  (Judy) 

759  S.  Glenwood  Ave.,  Rialto,  CA  92376 

(Tel.  714/874-3526) 
Pastor,  Grace  Community  Church  of 
Rialto 

POWELL,  WILLIAM  (Rozella) 

1122  Hickory,  Sand  Springs,  OK  74063 
Waterloo,  IA,  church 

POYNER*,  JAMES  L.  (Charlotte) 

10934  Peppertree  Ln.,  Port  Richey,  FL 

33568  (Tel.  813/862-2821) 
Pastor,  Gulfview  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

POYNER*,  RANDY  (Betty) 

R.  1,  Box  238D,  Neck  Rd.,  Williamsport, 
MD  21795  (Tel.  301/223-6832) 

Director/Counselor  Tri-State  Counseling 
Institute,  Seminars  and  Concert 
Ministries  (Tel.  301/790-1774) 

Lanham  church 

PRENTOVICH*,  MICHAEL  (L) 

303  N.  Seneca,  Rittman,  OH  44270 

(Tel.  216/927-5106) 
Assistant  pastor,  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

PRICE*,  JOE  (L) 

P.O  Box  2903,  LaHabra,  CA  90631 
Counseling/Seminar  ministry 
Seal  Beach,  CA,  church 

PRITCHETT*,  DANIEL  J.  (L)  (Pam) 

c/o  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church,  2275 

Gay  St.,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
Pastor,  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church 


Q 


QUICK*,  DAVID  C.  (L)  (Elaine) 

R.  2,  Box  62A,  North  Manchester,  IN 

46962  (Tel.  219/839-3596) 
Pastor,  Sidney  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Sidney 


RAGER*,  DON  K.  (L)  (Hannah) 

667  Highland  Ave.,  Johnstown,  PA 

15902  (Tel.  814/288-4869) 
Retired,  Pulpit  Supply 
Conemaugh,  PA,  church 


RATCLIFFE*,  CARL  D.  (L)  (Doris) 

P.O.  Box  2634,  Christiansburg,  VA    I 

24068  (Tel.  703/382-4654) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Rir  • 

REILLY*,  AL  (Linda) 

1004  Spring  Run  Rd.,  Lexington,  K 

40514  (Tel.  606/223-1841) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


REMPEL*,  HENRY  G.  (Helen) 

1120  Northwood  Rd.,  Apt.  186-F, 

Seal  Beach,  CA  90740  (Tel. 

213/430-6658) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Long  Beach  (Grace)  church 

RICHARDS*,  JOEL  (L)  (Jane) 

2501  Glasgow  Dr.,  Ceres,  CA  95307 

(Tel.  209/538-4495) 
Pastor,  La  Loma  Grace  Brethren 
Church 


RICHARDSON*,  K.E.  (Virginia) 

193  Christian  Ave.,  N.E.,  Roanoke,  I 

24012  (Tel.  703/563-1743) 
Visitation 
Roanoke  (Ghent)  church 


RICHESON*,  LARRY  (Norma) 

c/o  First  Brethren  Church,  3326  S. 

Calhoun  St.,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  4680  f 

(Tel.  219/485-3021) 
Pastor,  First  Brethren  Church 

RINKS",  LLOYD  D.  (Fran) 

1341  E.  Jackson  St.,  Long  Beach,  Cl 

90805  (Tel.  213/422-4579) 
Pastor,  Hospital  Visitation  &  Senioii 

Adults 
Long  Beach  (Grace)  church 


RISSER*,  C.  DEAN  (Ella  Lee) 

815  S.  Prospect,  Marion,  OH  43302 

(Tel.  614/383-4197) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


RITCHEY*,  GEORGE  S.  (Laura) 
P.O.  Box  76,  Shawmut,  MT  59078 

(Tel.  406/632-4110) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Duncansville,  PA,  church 

ROBBINS*,  D.  RICHARD  (Betty  Jean) 
101  Diamond  Mill,  Clayton,  OH  45: 
Union,  OH,  church 


„__ 


!RTS*,  ROY  R.  Ph.D.  (Patti) 

55  Butter  Churn  Dr.,  Herndon,  VA 
22070  (Tel.  703/444-9047) 

rector,  National  Church  Relations- 
Prison  Fellowship 

al  Beach,  CA,  church 

NSON*,  CLARK  (L) 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Greater 

Washington 
00  St.  Barnabas  Rd.,  Temple  Hills, 

MD  20748 
mple  Hills  church 

CAFELLOW*,  MICHAEL  (Bonnie) 
)  Box  446,  London,  OH  43140 
(Tel.  614/852-4403) 
stor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

)IGER*,  STEPHEN  R.  (Mary) 
>82  Orange  Twp.  713,  Ashland,  OH 
44805  (Tel.  419/325-3788) 
jmerville  church 

ERS*,  VICTOR  S.  (Vivien) 

).  Box  546,  Dolan  Springs,  AZ  86441 
llpit  supply,  Yucca  Valley,  CA,  church 

1ER*,  RICHARD  A.  (L)  (Cathi) 
!82  Nancy  Ave.,  Cypress,  CA  90630 
(Tel.  714/828-8965) 
istor,  Los  Altos  Brethren  Church 

<*,  HUGO  (L) 

)  Rosemont  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
117  S.  Illinois  Ave.,  Martinsburg,  WV 
25401 

artinsburg  church 

T*,  GERALD  H.  (Elizabeth) 

)7  N.  Garland  Ave.,  Dayton,  OH 

45403  (Tel.  513/252-5294) 
ayton  (Huber  Heights)  church 

GH*,  H.  DON  (Dorothy) 

.R.  3,  Box  135,  Holsopple,  PA  15935 

(Tel.  814/288-1163) 
astor.  Riverside  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

:*,  TED  (L)  (Vivien) 
7  Assistant,  GSIS  Village,  Quezon 
City,  Metro,  Manila,  Philippines 
lissionary,  Philippines 
aVerne,  CA,  church 

H*,  DAVID  (L)  (Chris) 
o  Grace  Brethren  Church,  1111  W. 
Third  St.,  Grandview,  WA  98930 
crandview  church 

SELL*,  ROBERT  (Connie) 
60  Brenda  Dr.,  Mansfield,  OH  44907 
'astor,  Woodville  Grace  Brethren 
Church 


RYAN*,  MICHAEL  (Donna) 

549  Staples  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA 

94112  (Tel.  415/647-7256) 
Seal  Beach,  CA,  church 

RYERSON*,  GREG  (Jane) 

E.  10422  Broadway,  Spokane,  WA 

99206  (Tel.  509/922-7951) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

RYERSON*,  MILTON  M.  (Sue) 

R.  1,  Garwin,  IA  50632 

Tel.  515/499-2358) 
Pastor,  Carlton  Brethren  Church 


SABIN*,  DOUGLAS 

R.  1,  Box  C152,  Milroy,  PA  17063 
Pastor,  Milroy  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SALAZAR*,  ROBERT  G.  (Marilyn) 
Valle  de  la  Ballestera  35,  4  °  46015 
Valencia,  Spain  (Tel.  347-68-44) 
Columbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

SANDY*,  D.  BRENT  (L)  (Cheryl) 
R.  3,  Box  36,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-3857) 
Professor  of  Classical  Language  and 

New  Testament,  Grace  College  and 

Seminary 
Winona  Lake  church 

SARVER*,  RUSSELL  A.  (Alberta) 

2966  E.  Center  Rd.,  Hastings,  MI  49058 

(Tel.  616/945-9224) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SATTA,  RONALD  F.  (L)  (Carol) 

6833  Riverdale  Rd.,  No.  C-101,  River- 
dale,  MD  20737 
Assoc.  Pastor,  Temple  Hills  church 

SAUNDERS*,  MARK  E.  (Roberta) 

234  W.  Main  St.,  Ephrata,  PA  17522 

(Tel.  717/733-6018) 
Pastor,  Ephrata  Area  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

SCHAEFER*,  JAMES  (L)  (Elizabeth) 
239  D.  Free  Bonnie  Ln„  Waldorf,  MD 

20601 
Temple  Hills,  MD,  church 

SCHAFFER*,  WILLIAM  H. 

311  Kulila  PL,  Kenai,  AK  99611 

(Tel.  907/283-3216  or  283-4379) 
Minister  of  Missions 
Kenai  church 
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SCHROCK*,  LYNN  D.  (Lois) 

148  Avenue  B,  1200  Aurora  Blvd., 

Bradenton.  FL  34202 
Bradenton  church 


SCHROCK*,  NORMAN  E.  (Claudia) 
6744  Boer  Ave.,  Whittier,  CA  90606 

(Tel.  213/695-2093) 
Pulpit  supply 
Bellflower  church 


SHEDD*,  DAN  L.  (L)  (Doris) 

5254  Grasswood  Ct.,  Concord,  CA  !K 

(Tel.  415/672-8634) 
Adminis.  of  Ygnacio  Valley  Christiij 

School 
La  Mirada  church 

SHERMAN*,  JOHN  (L)  (Rebecca) 

512  S.  Eighth  St.,  Goshen,  IN  46ll 

(Tel.  219/533-7538) 
Assoc.  Pastor,  Goshen  church 


SCHROCK*,  VERNON  W.  (L)  (Loreta) 

226  Hammond  Ter.,  Waterloo,  IA  50702 

(Tel.  319/232-5485) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Waterloo  church 


SCHUMACHER*,  JOHN  W.  (Martha  Ann) 
68  Birch  Hill  Dr.,  Fort  Richardson,  AK 

99505  (Tel.  907/428-0040) 
CH  (Col.)  U.S.  Army,  Command/Installa- 
tion Chaplain— Alaska 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 


SCHWARTZ*,  RALPH  R.  (Martha) 
311  W.  Orchard,  Santa  Maria,  CA 

93454  (Tel.  805/922-7184) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


SELLERS*,  RICHARD  D.  (Virginia) 
4792  Etna,  Columbus,  OH  43213 

(Tel.  614/863-5402) 
Columbus,  Trinity  church 


SENIOR",  RANDY  (L) 

6234  Eckleson  St.,  Lakewood,  CA  90713 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church, 
Cypress,  CA 


SHACKLETON*,  DONALD  (L)  (Mary) 

828  Stanwood  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA 

19111  (Tel.  215/745-7004) 
Minister,  Senior  Adults 
Philadelphia  (First)  church 

SHANK*,  RONALD  (L) 

c/o  Maranatha  Brethren  Church,  1717 
Jefferson  Blvd.,  Hagerstown,  MD 
21740 

Hagerstown  (Maranatha)  church 

SHARP*,  TOM  (L)  (Susan) 

3760-R  Sunset  Lane,  San  Ysidro,  CA 

92073  (Tel.  619/428-1563) 
Missionary,  Mexico 
Ankenytown,  OH,  church 


SHEARER*,  KEITH  (L) 

58343  Apple  Rd.,  Osceola,  IN  46561 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


SHIPLEY*,  STEVEN  (L)  (Hally) 

119  E.  28th  St.,  Buena  Vista.  VA  2  J 

(Tel.  703/261-3946) 
Associate  Pastor,  First  Brethren  CI  i 

SHIRK*,  GLEN  W.  (Lois) 

1007  Manor  Dr.,  Ripon,  CA  95366    I 

(Tel.  209/599-4685) 
Pastor,  Ripon  Grace  Brethren  Chur 

SHOEMAKER*,  DONALD  PAUL,  D.  Mil 

(Mary) 
2251  Knoxville  Ave.,  Long  Beach,  ( ' 

90815  (Tel.  213/598-5298) 
Senior  Pastor,  Grace  Community     1 

Church  of  Seal  Beach 

SHOLLY*,  JOHN  J.  (Jennie) 

215  Liberty  St.,  Jonesville,  MI  49211 

(Tel.  517/849-2985) 
Lansing  church 

SIEBERT*,  AL  (L)  (Johanna) 

2021  Dawson  St.,  Long  Beach,  CA 

90806  (Tel.  213/494-1037) 
Executive  Director,  Greater  Long  Bj 

Youth  for  Christ 
Bellflower  church 

SILEBI*,  RAUL 

13613  Obispo  Ave.,  Paramount,  CA 

90723 
Christian  High  School  Teacher 
Long  Beach  (Grace  Fellowship)  chuit 

SIMMONS*,  BERNARD  (Sue) 

4642  Glenhaven  Dr..  Columbus,  OB' 

43229 
Pastoral  Staff,  Columbus,  OH.  Gracf 

Brethren  Church 

SIMPSON*,  RUSSELL  E.  (Joanne  Lynn 
c/o  Laurel  Mtn.,  Grace  Brethren  Ch 

R.  2,  Boswell,  PA  15531 

(Tel.  814/629-5545) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


SKEEN*,  ROBERT  (Denise) 

B.P.  240  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
(On  furlough  —  address,  P.O.  Box  5i 

Winona  Lake.  IN  46590) 
Columbus,  OH,  (Grace)  church 


HER,  DAVID  S.  (L)  (Jane) 

5  School  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/269-6428) 

sot  Director  of  Library  at  Grace 

Schools 
inona  Lake  church 

.S*,  JAMES  R.  (Betty) 
R   1   Box  625,  Buena  Vista,  VA  24416 
(Tel.  703/261-6916) 
lena  Vista  church 

S*,  RONALD  A.  (Susan) 

8  Cribbs  St.,  Greensburg,  PA  15601 

(Tel.  412/832-2245) 
stor,  Greensburg  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

H',  BRIAN  (Kathleen) 
641  Zodiac,  Riverside,  CA  92503 
(Tel.  714/687-5427) 
stor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

H*,  CHARLES  R.  (Ellie) 

,667  Paseo  Lauro  Ct,  Valencia,  CA 

91355  (Tel.  805/259-5880) 
ce  Pres.  &  Dean  of  Marten's 

Seminary 
inona  Lake  church 

H*,  ERIC  D.  (Debbie) 

3.  Box  450,  Davao  City,  Mindanao, 

Philippines 
mg  Beach  (Grace)  church 

H*,  JOHN  F.  (Sharon) 

'15  Montour  St.,  Coraopolis,  PA  15108 

(Tel.  412/264-0984) 
istor,  Bon  Meade  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

H*,  RICHARD  M.  (Eloise) 

72  E.  Burk  St.,  Martinsburg,  WV 

25401 
ulpit  Supply 
Martinsburg  church 

H*,  WILLIAM  W.  (Phyllis) 

11  Auditorium  Blvd.,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

46590  (Tel.  219/267-6537) 
astor,  Leesburg  Grace  Brethren  Church 

"HWICK*,  LARRY  (Shari) 

3540  Baywind,  Anchorage,  AK  99516 

(Tel.  907/345-4082) 
astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

rLEY*,  LESTER  O.  (Elsie) 

37  Revere  Ter.,  Warminster,  PA  18974 

(Tel.  215/675-0943) 
ulpit  Supply 
It.  Laurel,  NJ,  church 

)KER*,  ROBERT  C.  (L)  (Jean) 
:.  2,  Box  40,  Stowe,  VT  05672 

(Tel.  802/253-8595) 
'astor,  Mansfield  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


SNAVELY*,  JAMES  (Kitty) 

R.  4,  Box  180-A,  Jersey  Shore,  PA  17740 

(Tel.  717/398-0586) 
Pastor,  Tiadaghton  Valley  Grace 

Brethren  Church 

SNELL*,  WILLIAM  H.  (Jean) 

306  S.  Mulberry  St.,  Martinsburg,  PA 

16662  (Tel.  814/793-3685) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SNIDER*,  R.  WAYNE,  Th.M.,  M.A.  (Hyla) 
Box  691,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-4684) 
Professor  of  History,  Grace  Schools 
Winona  Lake  church 

SNIVELY*,  HOWARD  M.  (Evelyn) 

Rt.  2,  Box  845,  Soldotna,  AK  99669 
Pastor,  Peninsula  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

SNOW*,  R.  JOHN  (Lucy) 

R.  2,  Box  448,  Newport,  VT  05855 
Pastor,  Irasburg  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SNYDER*,  BLAINE  (Ruth) 

200  13th  St.,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/267-7559) 
Retired 
Winona  Lake  church 

SNYDER*,  CRAIG  (Vicki) 

1002  N.  Fifth  St.,  Fremont,  OH  43420 

(Tel.  419/332-5018) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Chapel 

SNYDER*,  ROY  B.  (Ruth) 

P.O.  Box  588,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/269-4657) 
Missionary,  Africa  (Medical  Retirement) 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL,  church 

SOULE*,  DONALD  J.  (Cindy) 

Rt.  11,  Box  274,  Anderson,  SC  29621 

(Tel.  803/225-6844) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SOWERS*,  LARRY  B.  (L)  (Ruth) 

337  Wakefield  Rd„  Hagerstown,  MD 

21740  (Tel.  301/790-1231) 
Pastor,  Maranatha  Brethren  Church 

SPARZAK*,  CHET  (Barb) 

152  Hathorn  Blvd.,  Saratoga  Springs, 

NY  12866  (Tel.  518/583-1196) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 

Saratoga  Springs 

SPENCE*,  PHILIP  (L)  (Minda) 

616  E.  Elm  St.,  Hartford  City,  IN  47348 

(Tel.  317/348-2602) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 
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SPICER*,  ROBERT  M.  (Kathryn) 

715  Mildred  Ave.,  Somerdale,  NJ  08083 

(Tel.  609/627-0246) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  church,  Mt. 

Laurel 

STALEY*,  DON  (L) 

139  N.  Wall  St.,  Covington,  OH  45318 

(Tel.  513/473-2429) 
Pastor,  Friendship  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

STALLTER*,  THOMAS  (Sharon) 

B.P.  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic,  Africa 
Missionary,  Africa 
Osceola,  IN,  church 

STAMM*,  GREG  (Sally) 

1410  Sheridan  Dr.,  No.  16B,  Lancaster, 

OH  43130  (Tel.  614/687-5667) 
Pastor,  Lancaster  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

STEELE*,  PHILIP  C.  (Elinor) 

24  Marsham  Court  Rd„  Solihull,  West 
Midlands,  B91  2ET,  England 
(Tel.  021-705-8893) 
Missionary,  England 
Dayton,  OH  (First  Grace)  church 

STEVENS*,  BILL  (Shirley) 

9390  West  Thompson  Rd.,  R.R.  1,  Box 
59,  Lake  Odessa,  MI  48849 
(Tel.  616/693-2315) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

STOUFFER*,  HOWARD  (L)  (Linda) 

7402  E.  Broad  St.,  Blacklick,  OH  43004 
Pastor,  Trinity  Grace  Brethren  Church 
of  Columbus 

STROEDE*,  OSCAR  (L) 

1485  Conway  Wallrose  Rd.,  Freedom,  PA 

15402 
Coraopolis  church 

STURLEY*,  JOHN  (L)  (Laurie) 

5656  Hellman  Ave.,  Alta  Loma,  CA 

91701  (Tel.  714/989-0253) 
Pastor,  Montclair  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

STURZ*,  HARRY  A.,  Th.D.  (Helen) 

4681  Newman  Ave.,  Cypress,  CA  90630 

(Tel.  213/860-9401) 
Professor  Emeritus,  Biola  University 
Long  Beach,  CA,  (Grace)  church 

SUMMERS*,  EARL  L.  (Barb) 

850  Alandale  Dr.,  Chambersburg,  PA 

17201  (Tel.  717/264-7457) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

SWANNER*,  WILLIAM  E.  (Bill)  (L) 

8192  Redford  Lane,  La  Palma,  CA 

90623 
Bellflower,  CA,  church 


TAMKIN*,  WARREN  E.,  Th.M.  (Lois) 
8  S.  Seasons  Dr.,  Dillsburg,  PA  170! 

(Tel.  717/432-4177) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

TAYLOR*,  DARREL  G.  (Carolyne) 

1  Jeanne  St.,  Topsham,  ME  04086    i. 

(Tel.  207/729-5775) 
Pastor,  Down  East  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

TAYLOR*,  DONALD  R.  (Joyce) 

P.O.  Box  142,  Claypool,  IN  46510 

Cltel.  219/566-2767) 
National  Director,  Grace  Brethren  !  ji 
Sidney  church 

TAYLOR*,  JAMES  (L) 

c/o  Valley  Grace  Brethren  Church,  '.  i 

Gay  St.,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
Hagerstown  (Valley)  church 

TAYLOR*,  MELVIN  J.  (L)  (Joyce) 

1876  Hanley  Ave.,  Simi  Valley,  CA 

93065-3746 
Simi  Valley  church 

TAYLOR*,  STEVE  W.  (Patricia) 

132  Summerall  Ct,  Aiken,  SC  298( 

(Tel.  803/648-7078) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 


TAYLOR*,  TERRANCE  T.  (Elaine) 

143  Wise  Ave.  S.E.,  North  Canton,  I 

44720  (Tel.  216/497-0924) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

TEAGUE*,  KENNETH  L. 

1525  Maiden  Ln.  S.W.,  Roanoke,  VA 

24015  (Tel.  703/342-2625) 
Pastor,  Ghent  Grace  Brethren  Chur 


TEEVAN*,  JOHN  (Jane) 

1141  Southview  Dr.,  Ashland,  OH  4 

(Tel.  419/289-1815) 
Senior  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Chur 

TERAN*,  PHILIP  M.  (Colleen) 

3490  Atlas  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  9211 

(Tel.  619/278-3715) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

THAYER*,  J.  HUDSON  (Cheryl) 

534  Forest  St.,  Mansfield,  OH  4490: 

(Tel.  419/522-4433) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

THOMAS*,  MARION  (Yvonne) 

Swiss  Estates,  608  Lausanne  Ave., 
Bluffton,  OH  45817 
(Tel.  419/358-7110) 
Pulpit  Supply  Evangelistic  Meeting 
Lima  church 
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MPSON*,  DAN  (L)  (Jacquelynne) 
40  Clarendon  Ct.,  Naples,  FL  33942 
astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

MPSON*,  RAYMOND  W.  (Mary) 
rethren  Navajo  Mission,  Counselor, 

NM  87018 
/inona  Lake,  IN,  church 

MPSON*,  ROBERT  W.  (Betty) 

9,  Box  102,  Warsaw,  IN  (Mailing  ad- 
dress: P.O.  Box  396,  Winona  Lake, 
EST  46590)  (Tel.  219/267-6435) 

.xecutive  Director,  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions  Council 

ong  Beach,  CA,  (Grace)  church 

MPSON*,  RON  E.  (Thelma) 

:.R.  11,  Box  237,  Robin  Hood  Circle, 

Roanoke,  VA  24019 

(Tel.  703/992-4445) 
'astor,  Patterson  Memorial  Grace 
irethren  Church 

iRNLEY*,  JEFFREY  (Cindy) 

78-H  Leman  Ln„  Waldorf,  MD  20601 

'astor,  Waldorf  Branch  of  Grace 

Brethren  Church  of  Greater 

Washington 

IRNTON*,  CHARLES  G.  (Janice) 
1.  1,  Box  242A,  Dallas  Center,  IA 

50063  (Tel.  515/992-3798) 
'astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

IRNTON*,  DANIEL  (L)  (Susan) 
/o  Peninsula  Grace  Brethren  Church 
I  2,  Box  881-D,  Soldotna,  AK  99669 
issoc.  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

IRSTON*,  WINSLOW  (L) 

•535  Franklin  Ave.,  Seabrook,  MD 

20706 
janham  church 

1"LE*,  MAYNARD  G.  (Kathleen  M.) 
>20  Harding  Way  West,  Galion,  OH 

44833  (Tel.  419/468-9271) 
^astor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

)D*,  RICHARD  E.  (L)  (Claudia) 
12203  Santa  Gertrudes  Ave.,  No.  10, 

La  Mirada,  CA  90638 

(Tel.  213/943-5433) 
Senior  Pastor,  Community  Grace 

Brethren  Church,  Whittier,  CA 

10IAN*,  SIMON  T.  (Louise) 

225  Willow  Ave.,  Altoona,  PA  16601 

(Tel.  814/942-3650) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Duncansville,  PA,  church 

WNSEND*,  JOHN  C.  JR.  (L)  (Yvonne) 
7826  Shadwell  Dr.,  Roanoke,  VA  24019 

(Tel.  703/563-5404) 
Pulpit  Supply 
Roanoke  (Patterson  Memorial),  church 


TOWNSEND*,  KENNETH  G. 

12232  Valley  View,  Whittier,  CA  90604 

(Tel.  213/944-7023) 
Principal,  Brethren  Elementary  and 

Junior  High  School 
Whittier,  (Community  Grace)  church 


TRAUB*,  GEORGE  (L) 

514  Yorkshire,  Apt.  D,  Salem,  VA  24153 

(Tel.  703/375-2658) 
Pastor,  Washington  Hgts  church 


TRAVIS*,  DAN  (L) 

17002  Vickie  St.,  Cerritos,  CA  90701 

(Tel.  213/926-8049) 
Pastor  of  Christian  Education,  Grace 

Fellowship  Church 

TRENNER*,  ED  (L) 

1413  Lael  Dr.,  Orange,  CA  92666 

(Tel.  714/538-2686) 
Ed  Trenner  Communications 
Orange  church 

TRESISE",  FOSTER  (Marguerite) 

95-303  Waioni  St.,  Wahiawa,  HI  96786 

(Tel.  808/623-2298) 
Retired 
Waipio  Church 

TRESSLER*,  J.  WARD  (Agnes) 

5230  Greencroft  Dr.,  Dayton,  OH  45426 

(Tel.  513/837-3341) 
Co-pastor,  Calvary  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


TROXEL*,  DAVY  (Ronda) 

102  Glenmill  Rd.,  New  Albany,  IN 

47150 

(Tel.  812/945-PRAY) 
Pastor,  New  Albany,  IN  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

TURMAN*,  FRANK  K.  (L)  (Ethel) 

109  S.  Mansard  St.,  Martinsburg,  PA 

16662 

(Tel.  814/793-4410) 
Hollidaysburg,  PA,  church 

TURNER*,  CHARLES  W.  (June) 

P.O.  Box  336,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

(Tel.  219/269-2719) 
Publisher  and  General  Manager, 

Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Co. 
Winona  Lake  church 


TWEEDDALE*,  WILLIAM  F.  (Carol) 

2560  Brett  Court,  Melbourne,  FL  32935 

(Tel.  305/254-8993) 
Pastor,  Community  Grace  Brethren 
Church  —  Suntree 
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USHER*,  ERNEST  (L)  (LaVon) 

3940  Memorial  College  Ave.,  Apt.  2, 

Clarkston,  GA  30021 

(Tel.  404/296-8831) 
Pastor.  Dekalb  Community  Grace 

Brethren  Church 
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VALENTINE*,  AL  (Doris) 

R.R.  1,  Meyersdale,  PA  15552 

(Tel.  814/634-8200) 
Pastor,  Summit  Mills  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

VAN  ORMAN*,  MELVIN  D.  (L)  (Dolores) 
RD  2,  Box  477,  Duncansville,  PA  16635 

(Tel.  814/695-3855) 
Pastor,  Hopewell  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

VIERS*,  JOHN  D.  (Soni) 

142  rue  Dedieu,  69100  Villeurbanne, 

France  (Tel.  167.868.9852) 
Missionary 
Centerville,  OH,  church 

VIVEROS*,  DAN  (Carol) 

4735  N.  Glen  Arden  Ave.,  Covina,  CA 
91724 

(Tel.  818/331-7980) 
New  Life  Grace  Brethren  Church 

VNASDALE*,  LESTER,  A.  (Ruth) 
B.R  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
(On  furlough:  91  South  Linden  Rd., 

Mansfield,  OH  44906) 

(Tel.  419/524-6493) 
Missionary,  Africa 
Mansfield,  OH,  (Grace)  church 

VOLOVSKI*,  MICHAEL  J.,  Th.D.  (Amy) 

B.P  240,  Bangui,  Central  African 

Republic 
Missionary,  Africa 
Duncansville,  PA  church 

VULGAMORE*,  HOWARD  D.,  (Betty) 
1507  Southwood  Dr.,  Ashland,  OH 

44805  (Tel.  419/289-3005) 
Assistant  Pastor,  Senior  Ministries  and 

Visitation 
Ashland  (Grace)  church 
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WAGGONER*,  TIMOTHY  L.  (Jan) 

8,  Ave.  De  Gaulle  B,  69303  Caluire, 

France 
Missionary  Appointee,  C.A.R. 
Fremont,  OH,  (Chapel)  church 


WAGNER*,  ROBERT  (Diana) 

9155  Nana  Russell  Rd.  (P.O.  Box  458 1 

20736)  Owings,  MD 

(Tel.  301/855-7895) 
Pastor,  Calvert  County  Branch  of  the 

Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Greate  I 

Washington 

WALKER*,  HARRY  F.  (L)  (Darlene) 

10  Waynesburg  Rd.,  Washington,  PA  , 

15301 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

WALLACE*,  GEORGE  K.  (Judith) 
3605  S.  Albright  Rd.,  Kokomo,  IN 

46902  (Tel.  317/453-7611) 
Pastor,  North  Kokomo  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

WALTER*,  DEAN  I.  (Peggy) 

9811  Caltor  Ln.,  Fort  Washington,  M 

20744  (Tel.  301/248-2213) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 
Church  of  Greater  Washington 

WAMBOLD*,  ROGER  L.  (Phyllis) 
335  Clemens  Rd.,  Harleysville,  PA 

19438  (Tel.  215/256-9620) 
Pastor,  Penn  Valley  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  Telford,  PA 

WARD",  RUSSELL  M.  ("D.D.") 

4007  Loop  Dr.,  Englewood.  OH  4532S 

(Tel.  513/836-8839) 
Pastor,  Basore  Road  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  Dayton 


WARRICK*,  RONALD  (L)  (Carol) 

1 12  Beachley  St.,  Meyersdale,  PA  15! 

(Tel.  814/634-8690) 
Pastor,  Meyersdale  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

WEAVER*,  SCOTT,  L.  (Betty  Lou) 

3235  Rue  Voltaire,  Apt.  922,  South     I 
Bend,  IN  46615  (Tel.  219/233-7731 
Ireland  Road  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

WEDERTZ*,  LARRY  (L)  (Jonnie  Lou) 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Ministries,  Ir 

Counselor,  NM  87018 

(Tel.  505/568-4454) 
Temple  City,  CA,  church 

WEEKLEY*,  RANDY  (Jean) 

5945  63rd  Ave.  N,  Pinellas  Park,  FL 

33565  (Tel.  813/544-5544) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

WEIGLE*,  LARRY  R.  (Joyce) 

R.  3,  Box  35-A,  Stoystown,  PA  15563 

(Tel.  814/893-5422) 
Pastor,  Reading  Brethren  Church 
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IMER*,  RON  (Vivian) 

5134  Violet  Dr.,  Waterloo,  IA  50701 

(Tel.  319/296-3493) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

LBORN*,  GLEN  H.  (Agnes) 

i06  N.  Main  St.,  Leon,  IA  50144 

(Tel.  515/446-6189) 
Dastor,  Leon  Brethren  Church 

LSH*,  RON  (L)  (Donna) 

5870  Salem  Bend  Dr.,  Dayton,  OH 

45426  (Tel.  513/854-0396) 
Dastor,  Englewood  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

LTMER*,  DONALD  (Marilyn) 
2231  Swatara  St.,  Harrisburg,  PA  17104 
'astor,  Melrose  Gardens  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

ITCOMB*,  JOHN  C,  Th.D.  (Norma) 
M..  8,  Box  232,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 

(Tel.  219/267-8243) 
r'rofessor,  Grace  Schools 
iVinona  Lake,  IN,  church 

ITE,  BRIAN  L.  (L) 

1019  Hazel  Ave.,  Englewood,  OH  45322 
Dayton,  OH,  (Basore  Rd.)  church 

ITE*,  DANIEL  A.  (Judi) 

3645  Susquehanna  Trail  North,  York, 

PA  17404  (Tel.  717/764-4839) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

ITED*,  ROBERT  D.  (Jeannette) 

300  Donna  Dr.,  Beaumont,  CA  (Mailing 

address:  P.O.  Box  895.  92223) 

(Tel.  714/845-7229) 
Pastor,  Cherry  Valley  Grace  Brethren 

Church 

CERT',  RANDY  (L) 

13515  Carolyn  PL,  Cerritos,  CA  90701 

(Tel.  213/404-2130) 
Associate  Pastor,  Grace  Fellowship 

Church 

.EY*,  GALEN  W.  (Elsie) 

22713  Ellsworth  Ave.,  Minerva,  OH 

44657)  (Tel.  216/868-3296) 
Pastor,  Minerva  Grace  Brethren  Church 

.HELM*,  GEORGE  F.  (Lou) 

Paradise  Mobile  Park,  Lot  138,  R.  1, 

New  Bloomfield,  PA  17068 
Asst.  pastor  (visitation),  Harrisburg 

church 

-LARD*,  WILLIAM  (Phyllis) 

1020  Lititz  Pike,  Lititz,  PA  17543 
(Tel.  717/627-2691) 

Assoc  pastor  (youth),  Lititz  church 


WILLETT*,  DAVID  (Helen) 

6301  Warner  Ave.,  Sp.  44,  Huntington 

Beach,  CA  92647  (Tel.  714/848-6006) 
Temple  City  church 

WILLETT,  JAMES  A.  (Geordina) 

18020  SW.  Salix  Ridge,  Beaverton,  OR 

97006  (Tel.  503/645-3138) 
Interim  Pastor,  Troutdale  Grace 

Brethren  Church 
Beaverton  church 

WILLIAMS*,  ROBERT  (Lenora) 

R.R.  8,  Box  108,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
Udell,  IA,  church 

WILLIAMS*,  RODGER  (L) 

P.O.  Box  216,  Mabton,  WA  98935 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

WILLIAMS*,  ROSCOE  (Fern  E.) 

12718  Homepark  Dr.,  Whittier,  CA 

90606  (Tel.  213/693-3261) 
Whittier  (Comm.)  church 

WILLIAMS*,  RUSSELL  L.  (Margaret) 
6213  Green  Eyes  Way,  Orangvale,  CA 

95662  (Tel.  916/988-5874) 
Auburn  church 

WILT*,  KENNETH  E. 

2310  Manor  Rd.,  York,  PA  17404 

(Tel.  717/764-5363) 
Retired,  Pulpit  Supply 
Dillsburg,  PA,  church 

WINGFIELD*,  D.  MICHAEL  (Joyce) 
R.  1,  Box  431,  Telford,  TN  37690 

(Tel.  615/257-2880) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

WINGFIELD*,  JAMES  H.  (Mildred) 

R.  1,  Box  62AA,  Boones  Mill,  VA  24065 

(Tel.  703/334-2873) 
Pastor,  Garden  City  Grace  Brethren 
Church 

WINTER*,  CHARLES  H.  (L)  (Marilyn) 
18  W.  Pioneer  St.,  Harrah,  WA  (Mailing 

address:  P.O.  Box  69,  98933) 

(Tel.  509/848-2609) 
Pastor,  Harrah  Brethren  Church 

WITT*,  G.  DOUGLAS  (Margie) 

P.O.  Box  434,  Troutville,  VA  24175 

(Tel.  703/992-5407) 
Pastor,  Grace  Bible  Brethren  Church 

WITZKY*,  GENE  E.  (Margaret) 
1947  Lexington-Springmill  Rd., 
Lexington,  OH  44904 
(Tel.  419/884-0692) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of 
Lexington 
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WOODRUFF*,  PAUL  E.  (Jan) 

4319  N.  Vinewood,  Indianapolis,  IN 

46254  (Tel.  317/293-1103) 
Pastor,  Eagle  Creek  Grace  Brethren 

Church 


YOUNG*,  C.L.  (L)  (Macy  L.) 

5538  Twilight  Rd.,  Roanoke,  VA  24019 
Assoc  Pastor,  Roanoke,  VA,  (Wash. 
Hgts.)  church 

YOUNG*,  EMORY  R.  "ZEKE"  (L) 

1137  Baycircle  Dr.,  Lima,  OH  45801 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Lima 

YOUNG*,  JERRY  R.  (Loreen) 

R.  1,  Box  113R,  Manheim,  PA  17545 

(Tel.  717/665-2322) 
Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Lititz 

YUNKER*,  ROBERT 

1429  W.  Central,  Madera,  CA  93637 

(Tel.  209/673-6525) 
Elkhart,  IN,  church 


ZIELASKO*,  JOHN  W.,  Th.M.  (Jeane) 
Caixa  Postal  861,  66.000  Belem  Para, 

Brazil,  S.A. 
Missionary,  Brazil/Portugal 
Winona  Lake,  IN,  church 

ZIMMERMAN*,  C.S.  (Ruth) 

6945  W.  Coronado  Rd.,  Phoenix,  AZ 

85035  (Tel.  602/849-5541) 
Pulpit  Supply,  Bible  Teacher 
Trotwood,  OH,  church 

ZUBER*,  KEVIN  D.  (L)  (Diane) 

909  E.  Lyon  St.,  Des  Moines,  IA  50309 

(Tel.  515/262-5290) 
Pastor,  First  Grace  Brethren  Church 
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1987  District  Conferences 
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Allegheny— Camp  Albryoca,  PA,  May  15-16 
Arctic— Kenai,  AK,  March  6-7 
East  Central  Florida- 
Florida  Suncoast— Port  Richey,  FL,  April  25 
Hawaii — Ala  Moana  Beach  Park,  Magic  Island  Picnic  Area,  May  24 
Indiana— May  1-2;  Place  to  be  determined 
Iowa-Midlands— Dallas  Center,  IA,  June  12-13 
Michigan— Hastings,  Ml,  April  10-11 
Mid-Atlantic— Alexandria,  VA,  April  25 
Mountain-Plains— Portis,  KS,  June  11-13 
Nor-Cal— 

Northcentral  Ohio- 
Northeastern  Ohio — Minerva,  OH,  April  4 
Northern  Atlantic— Messiah  College,  Grantham,  PA,  June  5-7 
Northwest— Sunnyside,  WA,  February  19-21 
Southern— Georgia  Baptist  Assembly,  Toccoa,  GA,  June  12-13 
Southern  California-Arizona— Grace  Fellowship  Church,  North  Long 

Beach,  CA,  May  28-30 
South  Florida— Sebring,  FL,  Date  to  be  determined 
Southern  Ohio — Basore  Road  Grace  Brethren  Church,  Dayton,  OH, 
April  3-4 

Southwest— Counselor,  NM,  Date  to  be  determined 
Virginia— Buena  Vista,  VA,  May  1-2 
Western  Pennsylvania — Jersey  Shore  (Avis),  PA,  May  2 


Future 

National  Conferences 

1987— August  1-7,  Winona  Lake,  IN 

1988— July  31-August  5,  Rancho  Mirage,  CA 
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Let's  Talk 
About 

Money! 


ow  that  really  catches  our  at- 
tention because  money  is  one  of  the 
basics  of  everyday  living.  This  is  a 
subject  that  consumes  a  great  deal  of 
our  time.  It  is  difficult  to  get  along 
with  and  it  is  nearly  impossible  get 
along  without.  The  church  ap- 
proaches the  subject  in  several  ways. 
We  find  it  to  be  a  snare  if  "the  love  of 
money"  becomes  a  part  of  our  lives. 
Yet.  we  find  our  work  in  the  Lord  is 
sharply  curtailed  without  sufficient 
sums  of  the  salaries,  the  utilities,  the 
building  fund  payments  and  the  work 
of  missions  are  all  a  part  of  everything 
we  do. 

If  you  do  not  believe  that  money  is 
a  major  part  of  our  interests,  look 
around.  Banks,  factories,  transporta- 
tion, food,  clothing  --  almost 
everything  we  do  has  a  numerical 
price  on  it.  Denounce  it  loud  and  long 
if  you  wish,  but  it  still  remains.  Even 
preachers,  who  take  long  times  to 
preach  against  money  and  its  evils, 
are  around  to  pick  up  their  paychecks 
at  the  end  of  the  week. 

Christians  have  a  difficult  time  with 
money  and  worldly  goods.  We  are  torn 
between  either  guilt  or  greed.  We  can- 
not seem  to  get  a  clear  biblical  picture 
of  how  it  all  fits  together.  The  heaven- 
ly citizenship  and  pilgrim  walk  do  pre- 
sent its  problems  as  how  to  adjust  to 
the  needs  of  the  here  and  now  and  still 
prepare  us  for  the  hereafter. 

The  congregation  has  a  problem 
and  a  low  tolerance  level  to  the  pulpit 
when  it  comes  to  money  and  its  place 
in  the  sermon  selection.  "All  he  ever 
talks  about  is  money."  Have  you  ever 
heard  that  one?  Yet  the  pastor  who  is 
not  clear  on  presenting  the  spiritual 
obligations  and  Christian  duty  of 
finances  to  his  members  has  not 
declared  the  full  counsel  of  God.  One 
of  the  marks  of  a  spiritual  Christian 
is  a  person  who  meets  and  settles  his 
personal  duties  to  God  in  the  realm  of 
his  material  possessions. 


Where  then  is  this  command  of  God 
to  us  regarding  finances  and  His  will? 
Certainly  God  is  not  opposed  to 
material  possesions.  It  is  the  attitude 
that  we  have  in  our  hearts  that  deter- 
mines the  right  or  the  wrong  with 
money  or  anything  else.  When 
anything  becomes  more  important  to 
us  than  God,  then  we  are  wrong.  The 
Scriptures  are  clear  that  father, 
mother,  brother  or  sister,  wife  or  even 
our  own  flesh  and  blood  --  our 
children  --  must  be  placed  in  subjec- 
tion to  Him.  This  He  made  very  clear 
in  His  teaching  to  mankind.  Even 
good  becomes  bad  when  the  position 
of  priority  is  wrong  and  money  fits  in- 
to this  bracket  as  do  all  other  things 
and  persons. 

Money,  like  time,  is  a  stewardship  - 
we  have  so  much  of  each.  These  are 
very  frail  commodities,  which  must  be 
used  for  their  proper  purposes  -  to  ex- 
tend the  work  of  the  Lord.  Misused 
they  become  a  curse  on  our  heads  and 
lead  to  much  sorrow.  But  used  in  a 
proper  way  they  become  channels  of 
blessings  to  those  whose  paths  are 
crossed.  Time  can  be  used  to  curse, 
kill,  and  blight  everything  that  is 
touched;  yet  time  spent  in  the  will  of 
God  reaps  eternal  results  and  rewards. 
Money  misused  can  be  an  end  unto 
itself  -  loved  for  itself  -  it  will  kill  and 
blight  as  well.  But  money,  channeled 
to  good,  can  feed  the  sick,  spread  the 
Gospel,  and  reap  eternal  results  and 
rewards. 

Finances  are  part  of  our  steward- 
ship and  a  very  definite  part  or  our 
Christian  life.  Learn  well  from  God 
their  place  and  their  power,  both  to 
destroy  and  spread  life  and  blessings. 
Money  is  a  spiritual  tool  and  when 
properly  used  can  bring  glory  to  God. 
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tewardship  --  just 
the  sound  of  the  word 
makes  us  cringe.  Our 
hands  get  stuck  deep  in 
our  back  pockets,  seem- 
ingly immoveable,  every 
time  the  preacher  speaks 
on  giving.  What  does  it 
mean  to  give  from  a  cheer- 
ful heart,  to  give  joyfully? 
Do  we  consciously  realize 
that  God  is  the  owner  of 
everything  we  have  and 
of  all  that  we  are? 
We  are  just  the  administrators  of  borrowed  property.  Do 
we  live  in  accordance  with  the  fact  that  we,  as  ad- 
ministrators, will  be  accountable  to  the  owner,  sooner  or 
later? 

But  stewardship  is  more  than  just  a  money  matter.  We 
are  also  responsible  and  accountable  for  how  well  we  use 
our  time,  for  how  we  give  of  ourselves  to  others,  and  for 
how  well  we  obey.  Just  stop  a  moment  and  consider  the 
value  of  obedience,  love,  honor,  trust.  These  are  priceless 
commodities. 

Stewardship  is  consciously  administering  everything 
we  are,  everything  we  have,  everything  we  want  and  desire 
for  the  service  of  our  Lord  -  for  our  owner. 

The  Editor 
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'You  mean  to  tell  me 
it  costs  more  than 
$60,000  a  year  to 
send  a  missionary 
couple  overseas?'  In 
some  cases,  yes. 


The 

Visible 

-Means  of. 

Support 


by  WADE  T.  COGGINS 
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This  article  answers  questions  all  mission 
societies  are  often  asked.  We  thought  It  would 
be  helpful  to  Brethren  readers.  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions  uses  a  personalized  support 
system  for  its  missionaries.  Home  ad- 
ministrative costs  are  not  a  part  of  personaliz- 
ed support  and  depend  upon  General  Fund 
Contributions. 

This  article  originally  appeared  in  Moody 
Monthly  and  is  used  by  permission. 


t/in 


im  and  Ruth,  a  young  couple 
with  a  five-year-old  daughter,  believe 
God  has  called  them  to  the  mission 
field.  They've  selected  a  non- 
denominational  missions  agency 
(sometimes  called  a  "faith  mission"), 
which  has  assigned  them  to  its 
ministry  in  Japan.  Now  they  are  rais- 
ing their  financial  support,  telling  the 
congregation  that  their  total  support 
package  will  be  $5,103  per  month. 

That's  a  lot  of  money,  it  seems,  to 
send  a  family  to  Asia.  In  fact,  a  few 
members  of  Jim  and  Ruth's  church 
are  asking:  "Is  the  cost  of  missions  too 
high?" 

Believers  have  always  wrestled  with 
missionary  support.  Paul  said  of  a 
missionary  team:  "Diligently  help 
Zenas  the  lawyer  and  Apollos  on  their 
way  so  that  nothing  is  lacking  for 
them"  (Titus  3:13).  Today,  however, 
with  missions  becoming  increasing- 
ly expensive,  it's  even  more  important 
for  good  stewards  to  know  how  their 
money  is  being  spent.  How  is  a  mis- 
sionary's support  determined? 

Understanding 
the  Support  Package 

Before  cost-of-living  adjustments  for 
Japan,  Jim  and  Ruth's  basic  support 
package  is  $2,100  per  month.  These 
funds  cover  several  items: 

Living  allowance.  The  missionary 
salary,  sometimes  called  a  "living 
allowance,"  covers  ongoing  expenses 
-  food,  clothing,  household  opera- 
tions, and  the  general  expense  of  liv- 
ing at  the  location  of  ministry. 

Each  mission  determines  this  living 
allowance  for  its  missionaries.  The 
mission  seeks  to  keep  this  allowance 
modest,  comparable  to  the  salaries  of 
the  missionary's  peers  in  the  United 


States  (such  as  pastors  and  school 
teachers),  but  adequate  to  cover  basic 
needs.  The  amount  will  also  depend 
on  what  other  costs  are  covered  as 
separate  allowances.  For  Jim  and 
Ruth  the  living  allowance  is  $945. 

Schooling.  Missionaries  usually 
send  their  children  to  an  English 
speaking  school,  which  is  often  dis- 
tant from  their  work  place.  Jim  and 
Ruth  are  allocated  $42  per  month  for 
this  expense. 

Retirement  and  social  security. 
Modest  pension,  social  security,  and 
life  insurance  payments  constitute 
another  component  of  the  support 
package.  Although  these  items  in  the 
secular  world  are  often  considered 
"employer"  costs,  most  mission 
general  funds  cannot  handle  them. 
They  are  collected  as  part  of  the  sup- 
port package  and  managed  by  the 
mission.  Jim  and  Ruth  need  $168. 


If  a  mission  is  to  be  ef- 
fective, it  needs  ad- 
ministrative funds  for 
this  oversight  work. 


Travel.  Jim  and  Ruth's  support 
package  also  includes  the  cost  of 
traveling  to  Japan  for  the  beginning 
of  their  ministry  and  their  return  to 
the  United  States  for  furlough.  This 
money  is  placed  in  a  special  fund  to 
assure  return  travel.  Jim  and  Ruth 
will  put  $147  per  month  into  this 
account. 

Medical.  They  will  pay  $84  toward 
a  medical  plan. 

Administration.  Missionary 
organizations  usually  include  a 
percentage  in  the  support  package 
destined  for  the  general  ad- 
ministrative operation  of  the  mission. 
These  funds  help  cover  the  costs  of 
magazines  and  newsletters,  receipts, 
donor  materials,  and  general  financial 
operations.  The  administrative  func- 
tion also  includes  the  work  of  ad- 
ministrators and  field  secretaries  who 
oversee  the  general  work  of  the 
mission. 
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If  a  mission  is  to  be  effective,  it 
needs  administrative  funds  for  this 
oversight  work  and  also  for  research 
and  planning  its  future  programs  and 
ministries.  Jim  and  Ruth  will  allot 
$189  for  home  office  administration 
and  $42  for  field  administration. 

Housing.  In  the  past,  the  mis- 
sionary's house  was  owned  by  the 
mission.  Today,  it  frequently  is  rented. 
For  this  item,  Jim  and  Ruth  are  set- 
ting aside  $231. 

Other.  This  leaves  $252.  Most  of 
this  is  for  tithes  and  offerings. 

Work  funds.  If  the  missionary  is  to 
be  effective,  he  needs  certain  tools. 
The  money  that  provides  these  essen- 
tials for  ministry  is  called  "work 
funds."  If  a  person  is  in  literature 
ministry,  for  example,  the  printing 
and  purchase  of  literature  would 
come  from  work  funds. 

Jim  and  Ruth  have  no  allotted 
funds  for  this  category,  but  in  some 
types  of  missions  work,  this  can  be  a 
large  component. 


overseas  has  moved  steadily  upward, 
frequently  at  a  rate  much  higher  than 
in  the  United  States. 

In  1983,  only  about  a  dozen  mis- 
sionary locations  had  a  cost  of  living 
lower  than  the  United  States.  The 
comparable  costs  in  some  overseas 
locations,  particularly  in  Japan  and 
Europe,  could  run  as  high  as  200  per- 
cent, meaning  that  the  cost  of  items 
secured  there  were  double  what  they 
cost  in  the  United  States. 

By  1985,  a  strong  U.S.  dollar  had 
shifted    the    relationship,    bringing 


Funds  for  the  support 
package  will  be  met  by 
contributions  from  local 
churches  and 
individuals. 


The  cost  of  living 
overseas  has  moved 
steadily  upward,  fre- 
quently at  a  rate  much 
higher  than  in  the 
United  States. 


An  automobile,  Jeep,  boat,  or  other 
conveyance  is  usually  an  essentia]  but 
expensive  part  of  the  equipment  need- 
ed for  effective  missionary  work.  For 
example,  an  automobile  costing 
$8,000  in  the  United  States  may  cost 
$12,000  to  $16,000  at  the  work  loca- 
tion because  of  the  transportation  cost 
and  the  duty  imposed  in  getting  it  in- 
to the  country.  Automobile  upkeep 
and  fuel  are  extremely  high  priced  in 
many  missionary  locations. 

Financial  adjustment  for  living 
overseas.  Until  about  15  years  ago, 
most  missionary  locations  in  the 
world  had  a  cost  of  living  lower  than 
the  United  States.  With  worldwide  in- 
flation,  however,  the  cost  of  living 


many  (but  not  all)  foreign  location: 
down  within  10  percent  of  the  US 
cost  of  living.  But  in  1986.  the  dolla 
is  slipping  again.  This  will  increasi 
the  cost  at  many  locations. 

Jim  and  Ruth  will  be  living  ii 
Tokyo.  Their  mission  there  relies  on  ; 
cost-of-living  index  compiled  for  the 
Interdenominational  Foreign  Missions 
Association/Evangelical  Foreign  Mis 
sions  Association  to  determine  finan 
cial  adjustment.  This  index  con 
solidates  into  one  figure  a  wide  arraj 
of  information,  including  the  cost  o 
food,  clothing,  cooking  fuel,  and  othe: 
day-to-day  expenses.  The  index  i,' 
revised  regularly,  probably  every  three 
months  in  Tokyo. 

The  Tokyo  index  calls  for  an  in 
crease  of  $743  per  month  for  Jim  anc 
Ruth,  increasing  their  monthly  tota 
from  $2,100  to  $2,834. 

Housing  costs  in  Tokyo  will  be  the 
final  shocker  for  Jim  and  Ruth.  In 
stead  of  the  $231  per  month  an 
ticipated  in  a  model  support  package 
they  must  allocate  $2,500  per  montl 
for  rent  and  utilities  for  a  modes 
apartment. 

This  increase  in  rent  brings  Jirr 
and  Ruth's  total  to  $5,103  per  month 
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If  they  had  been  appointed  to  Bom- 
bay, India,  the  support  package  would 
have  remained  at  about  the  basic 
figure  of  $2,100.  The  living  allowance 
might  have  been  reduced  by  $120 
because  of  a  lower  cost  of  living  index 
compared  to  the  United  States.  But 
with  a  tight  housing  situation,  the 
$120  could  be  needed  to  augment  the 
housing  allowance  in  the  basic 
package. 

The  cost-of-living  ratio  between  the 
United  States  and  locations  overseas 
fluctuates  with  changes  in  the  value 
of  the  dollar  and  the  rate  of  inflation. 
Supporters  are  often  called  on  to  in- 
crease their  contributions  during  a 
missionary  term  to  meet  this 
fluctuation. 

What  Can  We  Do  to  Help? 

In  a  typical  non-denominational 
mission,  funds  for  the  support 
package  will  be  met  by  contributions 
from  local  churches  and  individuals. 
It  is  essential  that  once  these  com- 
mitments are  made,  they  be  kept 
faithfully.  The  missionary  serving 
overseas  is  not  in  a  position  to  make 
new  contacts  for  additional  support. 

Once  you  determine  the  amount 
you  want  to  give,  you  do  it  by  sending 
a  check  to  the  missions  organization. 
The  mission  will  send  you  a  receipt 
and  envelopes  for  future 
contributions. 

Another  way  to  carry  out  your  com- 
mitment is  to  approach  the  missions 
committee  of  your  church  requesting 
that  the  church  assume  a  part  of  the 
monthly  support  of  Jim  and  Ruth. 
You  can  then  make  your  contributions 
through  your  church.  This  would  also 
give  you  the  opportunity  to  tell  other 
people  about  Jim  and  Ruth's  work. 

If  Jim  and  Ruth  had  chosen  to  go 
to  the  mission  field  under  the 
auspices  of  an  evangelical  denomina- 
tion, their  living  allowance  and  other 
funds  might  have  been  provided  by 
the  missions  department  of  that 
denomination.  Money  for  the  whole 
missionary  program  would  be  col- 
lected from  the  denomination's  con- 
gregations. In  this  case,  your  support 
of  the  missions  program  of  the  church 
shows  your  solidarity  with  Jim  and 
Ruth. 


In  some  cases,  denominations  also 
use  a  personalized  support  system.  It 
then  works  in  a  similar  fashion  to  the 
one  described  for  non-denominational 
missions.  In  that  event  you  would  find 
out  how  to  send  a  designated  gift 
through  your  local  church  or  directly 
through  the  missionary  board  of  the 
denomination. 

Is  It  Worth  It? 

While  the  cost  for  missionary 
ministry  has  soared,  the  increase  is 
about  in  line  with  other  segments  of 
our  society.  We  can  never  view  the 
cost  of  missions  as  prohibitive.  Our 
Lord  commanded  us  to  "go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel"  (Mark 
16:15).  Nothing  was  said  about  the 
price  tag.  As  long  as  millions  of  in- 
dividuals and  thousands  of  people 
groups  exist  without  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Christ,  the  church  must 
find  ways  to  carry  out  this 
responsibility. 

Mission  and  church  leaders 
recognize  the  need  to  keep  the  cost 
down.  At  the  same  time,  we  need  to 
sustain  the  level  of  support  that  main- 
tains the  health  of  the  missionary 
family  and  provides  for  tools 
necessary  for  an  effective  ministry. 

I  ~1 

As  long  as  millions  of 
individuals  and 
thousands  of  people 
groups  exist  without  a 
saving  knowledge  of 
Christ,  the  church  must 
find  ways  to  carry  out 
this  responsibility. 

Finding  the  right  approach  has 
always  been  a  struggle  in  missions.  At 
the  one  extreme,  the  missionary  fami- 
ly may  try  to  live  on  a  shoestring 
budget,  but  experience  deteriorating 
health  and  discouragement.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  family  may  be  temp- 
ted to  carry  with  them  too  many  of  the 
belongings  of  the  American  way  of 
life.  Somewhere  between  those  two  ex- 
tremes the  missionary  must  find  his 
place.  He  must  work  to  relate  to  the 


local  believers  in  an  appropriate  way. 
He  must  reflect  an  attitude  that  will 
keep  him  from  being  viewed  as  a  rich, 
self-centered  foreigner. 

At  the  same  time  it  might  be  ap- 
propriate to  address  the  materialistic 
lifestyle  of  the  supporters  of  missions 
in  North  America.  If  a  family  succeeds 
in  making  some  significant  reduc- 
tions in  expenditures  for  consumer 
goods,  they  generally  find  there  is 
money  available  to  use  for  the  work  of 
the  Lord  locally  and  for  the  support  of 
missionary  personnel  and  programs. 

"Is  the  cost  of  missions  too  high?" 
isn't  the  appropriate  question.  Rather, 
we  should  ask,  "Is  our  level  of  commit- 
ment  tOO  lOW?"  H£R£LD 


Wade  Coggins  is  executive  director  of  the 
Evangelistic  Foreign  Missions  Association. 
Washington.  D.C. 
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I'm  Always 

Surprised! 


When  you're  in  the 
habit  of  regularly  giv- 
ing to  missions,  God 
often  gives  you  some 
added  benefits. 


I 


if  you  haven't  been  in  the  habit  of 
giving  regularly  and  generously  to 
support  the  church  and  missions, 
you're  in  for  some  pleasant  surprises 
when  you  begin.  I  have  to  admit  that 
these  things  continue  to  surprise  me. 

1.  I'm  always  surprised  at  how  good 
I  feel  when  I  give.  My  wife  will  tell  you 
I'm  something  of  a  nickel  nurser.  It 
isn't  always  easy  for  me  to  part  with 
my  cash.  I'm  the  type  to  save  for  a 
rainy  day  whenever  I  can  and  the 
Fuller  brush  man  never  got  too  far 
with  me.  Even  the  Girl  Scouts  con- 
sider me  a  hard  sell.  Pat  has  to  throw 
out  my  old  clothes  to  force  me  to  buy 
some  new  ones.  Normally,  when  I  can 


buy  the  cheapo  brand  instead  of  the 
deluxe.  I'll  do  it.  I  guess  the  kindest 
thing  you  could  say  about  me  is  that 
I'm  careful  with  my  money  I  feel  good 
keeping  it,  not  getting  rid  of  it. 

But  the  amazing  thing  about  giving 
to  the  Lord's  work  is  that  I  feel  good 
about  it  afterwards.  The  Lord  must  be 
responsible  for  that. 

2.  I'm  always  surprised  at  the  effect 
my  giving  has  on  my  spiritual  at- 
titudes. When  I'm  faithfully  support- 
ing my  church  and  missionaries,  I 
seem  to  be  more  conscious  of  my  per- 
sonal devotional  life.  The  Lord  seems 
closer  somehow,  and  prayer  is  more 
natural.  The  Bible  speaks  more  clear- 
ly, and  the  preacher's  sermons  hit  the 
target. 

3.  I'm  always  surprised  at  what  my 
little  bit  can  accomplish.  Having  been 
in  Christian  work  for  a  few  years  now. 
I  know  that  some  amazing  things 
have  been  done  because  a  lot  of  peo- 
ple with  modest  means  gave  regularly. 
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Sometimes  we're  inclined  to  look  at 
our  own  contribution  in  about  the 
same  way  as  the  disciples  looked  at 
the  boy's  lunch.  "What  is  that  among 
so  many?"  they  said.  What  good  is  my 
offering  when  the  needs  are  so  great? 
But  somehow  the  Lord  who  did  amaz- 
ing things  with  that  pitiful  lunch  can 
do  amazing  things  with  my  little  bit. 

4.  I'm  always  surprised  at  how 
much  I  have  left  after  I've  given.  It's 
almost  like  that  widow's  pot  of  oil  in 
the   Old  Testament.   Whenever  she 


I'm  always  surprised 
that  more  Christians 
haven't  discovered  the 
joy  of  regular  giving.  It's 
almost  like  somebody's 
been  keeping  it  secret! 


took  care  of  God's  prophet  and 
sacrificed  some  oil.  the  pot  kept  refill- 
ing. Even  when  we've  made  an  extra 
offering  in  response  to  a  special  need, 
the  Lord  always  seems  to  make  it  up 
to  us. 

5.  I'm  always  surprised  that  more 
Christians  haven't  discovered  the  joy 
of  regular  giving.  It's  almost  like 
somebody's  been  keeping  it  secret! 
The  happiest,  most  involved,  and  en- 
thusiastic Christians  I  know  are  also 
the  ones  who  quietly  give 
systematically  in  support  of  the  Lord's 
work.  Most  of  them  aren't  wealthy 
people. 

I  see  the  checks  that  come  in  to 
Foreign  Missions  and  sometimes 
there  are  little  notes  attached  to  them. 
It's  surprising  how  many  people  on 
Social  Security  find  joy  in  sending  us 
a  check  every  month.  It's  surprising 
how  many  missionaries  give  to 
another  missionary's  support.  It's  sur- 
prising how  many  widows  give 
faithfully.  It's  surprising  how  many 
non-Brethren  give.  People  who  live  in 
areas  not  served  by  a  Brethren  church 
or  people  just  impressed  with  the 
commitment    of   our    missionaries. 


They  all  have  discovered  the  best  kept 
secret  of  Christian  service  -  the  joy  of 
giving. 

6.  I'm  always  surprised  at  how  easy 
it  is  to  give  a  little  more.  In  Foreign 
Missions  we  keep  coming  back  to  the 
same  people  with  new  support  figures 
and  special  needs  and,  bless  their 
hearts,  those  people  seldom  turn  us 
down.  They  keep  digging  deeper. 
Once  you've  learned  the  blessing  of 
giving,  you  just  want  to  give  more  if 
you  can.  That's  the  way  it  works. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  surprises 
God  has  given  me.  I  fully  expect  He 
will  send  more  my  way  before  very 
long.  That's  part  of  the  joy  of  serving 
Christ.  You  never  know  what  new 
thing  He  will  do  for  you  that  makes 
you  glad  He's  your  friend,  herald 
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Wendell  Kent  is  Director  of 
Church  Relations  for  Grace 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions. 
He  and  his  wife  Pat  live  near 
Warsaw.  Indiana,  at  Barbee 
Lake.    Wendell   is  an  avid 
wood  carver. 

When  giving  faithfully 
to  missions,  God  often 
blesses  and  .  .  . 


HERALD/November  1986 


F  M  S 


Missionaries  also  need 
wisdom  in  how  to  use 
the  money  God  has 
entrusted  to  them. 


by  EDDIE  MENSINGER 


The  Missionary 
and  Money 


M 


oney  is  something  that 
everyone  seems  to  be  talking  about 
these  days.  You  often  hear  the  saying, 
"You  can't  take  it  with  you."  Someone 
just  added  another  line.  "That's  true, 
but  you  can't  go  anywhere  without  it." 
We  often  joke  about  money,  but  it  does 
play  a  very  important  role  in  our  lives. 

The  Bible  also  has  much  to  say 
about  money  and  riches.  Jesus 
warned  us  in  Matthew  6:24:  "You  can- 
not serve  God  and  mammon 
(money)."  He  also  said  in  verse  24: 
"Where  your  treasure  is,  there  will 
your  heart  be  also." 

The  apostle  Paul  also  has  much  to 
say  about  money.  He  gives  a  warning 
in  I  Timothy  6:10:  "The  love  of  money 
is  a  root  of  all  sorts  of  evil,  and  some 
by  longing  for  it  have  wandered  away 
from  the  faith."  The  New  Testament 
does  not  say  how  much  a  Christian 
should  give  to  the  Lord's  work  but  he 
should  at  least  give  a  tithe  which  was 
required  by  the  law. 

Paul  says  in  1  Corinthians  16:2,  "On 
the  first  day  of  every  week  let  each  one 
of  you  put  aside  and  save,  as  he  may 
prosper."  So  the  amount  given  is 
based  on  how  God  has  prospered  one. 

The  secret  of  giving  is  also 
mentioned  in  II  Corinthians  8:3,5: 
"For  I  testify  that  according  to  their 
ability,  and  beyond  their  ability  they 
gave  of  their  own  accord,  and  this,  not 
as  we  had  expected,  but  they  first  gave 
themselves  to  the  Lord,  and  to  us  by 
the  will  of  God."  The  Macedonians 
gave  of  themselves  to  the  Lord  first  so 
it  was  not  difficult  to  give  their  money 
also. 
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Paul  himself  was  a  recipient  of  their 
generosity.  He  says  in  Philippians 
4:18,  "But  I  have  received  everything 
in  full,  and  have  an  abundance;  I  am 
amply  supplied,  having  received  from 
Epaphroditus,  what  you  have  sent,  a 
fragrant  aroma,  an  acceptable 
sacrifice,  well-pleasing  to  God." 

We  don't  know  how  much  Paul  gave 
personally  to  the  Lord's  work,  but 
since  he  often  took  offerings  to  help 
the  poor  saints  in  other  areas,  evident- 
ly he  himself  made  a  generous 
contribution. 

How  does  all  of  this  relate  to  us  to- 
day? We  need  to  take  these  biblical 
principles  and  try  to  apply  them  to 
our  own  lives  and  ministry.  That  is 
what  we  as  missionaries  try  to  do  in 
a  foreign  land.  I  must  admit  that  it  is 
often  more  difficult  here  than  in 
America,  but  we  must  try  to  apply 
these  principles  to  our  own  situation. 

First  of  all,  we  as  missionaries  must 
be  an  example  of  giving  if  we  expect 
those  around  us  to  give  to  the  Lord's 
work.  But  how  should  we  give?  Most 
of  us  don't  feel  that  we  should  give  our 


One  of  the  ways  we  as 
missionaries  like  to  help 
our  African  brethren  is 
to  give  a  special  offering 
when  there  is  an  urgent 
need. 

tithe  or  more  to  the  local  church 
where  we  attend  in  Africa.  If  we  did 
that  they  would  depend  on  us  and  not 
their  own  people. 

Recently,  it  was  discovered  in  one  of 
our  churches  here  that  the  mis- 
sionaries were  giving  two-thirds  of  the 
money  in  the  Sunday  offering.  So  they 
decided  to  cut  back  so  the  local 
church  wouldn't  depend  on  them  to 
support  its  pastor  and  other  needs  as 
well. 

Most  of  us  send  our  tithe  or  more  to 
our  home  church  or  one  of  our  sup- 
porting churches  that  has  a  special 
need.  We  still  try  to  give  more  to  the 
local  church  here  than  most  of  the 
members  to  encourage  them  to  give 
more.  Often  when  we  are  out  in  the 
bush  we  give  more  than  we  do  in  the 


local  church  near  the  mission  station. 
That  is  to  encourage  them  and  help 
them  in  their  needs. 

One  of  the  ways  we  as  missionaries 
like  to  help  our  African  brethren  is  to 
give  a  special  offering  when  there  is 
an  urgent  need.  We  take  up  an  offer- 
ing and  give  it  in  the  name  of  the  mis- 
sion of  our  local  station.  This  way  the 
credit  does  not  go  to  one  particular 
missionary. 


Whether  we  are  mis- 
sionaries or  Christians 
serving  the  Lord  at 
home  we  should  all  be 
concerned  how  we  use 
the  money  that  God  has 
entrusted  to  us. 

However,  personal  gifts  may  also  be 
given.  Whenever  there  is  a  building 
program  we  try  to  make  a  contribu- 
tion. Sometimes  when  a  pastor's 
house  burns  down  or  there  is  a  great 
loss  by  thievery,  special  offerings  are 
taken  to  help  those  in  need.  These  are 
ways  we  can  help  our  African  Chris- 
tians without  them  depending  on  us 
for  their  daily  needs. 

One  of  the  biggest  problems  in 
Africa  is  what  to  do  for  those  who 
come  to  us  to  either  ask  for  loan  or  a 
gift.  Most  of  us  have  had  sad  ex- 
periences in  giving  out  loans.  Often 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  them  back.  In 
addition  to  that,  there  is  often  a  made- 
up  story  that  pushes  us  to  give.  Later 
we  find  out  there  wasn't  any  great 
need  at  all. 

One  example  was  a  man  who  asked 
a  missionary  to  give  money  to  help  his 
relative  in  the  hospital.  Finally,  the 
missionary  asked  him  to  go  to  the 
hospital  to  see  the  man.  When  they 
got  there  he  said  he  couldn't  find  him. 
It  turned  out  the  man  was  not  even  in 
the  hospital. 

Sometimes  this  is  true  of  beggars, 
too.  They  often  come  to  our  door  ask- 
ing for  handouts.  By  nature  we  want 
to  help  them.  But  often  they  have 
families  to  help  them.  Once  when  a 
missionary  asked  a  beggar  to  take 
him  to  his  home,  he  was  surprised  to 


see  he  was  living  in  a  very  nice  home. 
His  family  sent  him  around  begging 
just  to  increase  their  income.  So  we 
never  know  when  people  come  to  our 
door  if  they  are  really  in  need  or  not. 

If  at  all  possible  we  should  try  to 
find  out  those  who  really  have  a 
special  need  and  then  decide  what  we 
can  do  to  help  them.  We  should  not 
always  give  them  money  either. 

One  time  I  gave  money  to  a  man  in 
a  wheel-chair,  and  the  next  day  when 
I  saw  him  he  was  smoking.  That  is 
how  he  spent  the  money.  I  did  not  help 
him  anymore. 

In  Africa  it  is  more  difficult  since  the 
people  look  on  us  as  rich  Americans. 
How  can  we  refuse  them  and  still  not 
be  indifferent  to  their  needs  or  not 
showing  a  caring  attitude?  Even  if  we 
can't  help  people,  we  can  show  a  ge- 
nuine concern  for  their  needs  and 
have  prayer  with  them.  This  will  at 
least  help  to  gain  their  confidence. 
Then  we  can  help  them  with  their 
spiritual  needs  as  well. 

Whether  we  are  missionaries  or 
Christians  serving  the  Lord  at  home, 
we  should  all  be  concerned  how  we 
use  the  money  that  God  has  entrusted 
to  us.  We  should  at  least  give  a  tithe 
but  much  more  if  we  really  love  the 
Lord.  We  have  a  responsibility  to  our 
churches  where  we  are  members  or  to 
those  who  support  us.  But  this  should 
not  limit  are  giving.  We  should  try  to 
help  other  groups  and  organizations 
that  are  doing  the  Lord's  work.  This 
includes  individuals  who  are  also  in 
need. 

As  Jesus  Himself  said,  "It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive"  (Acts 
20:35).  Let  us  put  that  into  practice  in 
our  lives  that  Christ  may  be  glorified 
through  us!  herald 


Eddie  Mensinger  and  his 
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Teaching 
Children  About 

Stewardship 


by  DONNA  MILLER 


A 


steward  is  one  who 
manages  another  person's  property. 
As  Christians,  we  know  that  all  we 
have  belongs  to  God  because  it  is  sent 
to  us  from  His  gracious  hand. 
Therefore,  we  are  stewards  of  God's 
possessions,  including  our  children. 
And  somehow,  we  need  to  find  a  way 
to  teach  them  that  same  principle  as 
it  relates  to  their  time,  talents  and 
treasures. 

Time  is  a  God-given  gift  which 
comes  to  each  of  us  daily.  It  comes 
bright  and  sparkling,  absolutely  un- 
touched and  unspoiled.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  birth,  a  child  receives  this 
bounteous   supply    of  time.    As   he 


matures  he  discovers  time  is  a 
primary  source  of  enjoyment  for  each 
day.  Parents  must  be  aware  of  the 
need  for  training  the  child  from  the 
very  earliest  days  to  spend  his  time 
wisely  and  carefully. 

First  we  need  to  teach  our  children 
to  make  time  for  God.  This  can  be  ac- 
complished during  a  daily  family 
devotional  time.  We  must  always  in- 
clude our  children  in  this  special  time. 
It  must  become  a  God-given  habit.  As 
the  child  grows,  adapt  the  study  to  his 
level  of  thinking.  Sing  his  favorite  Bi- 
ble songs  and  most  importantly,  teach 
him  to  pray  Let  him  hear  you  pray 
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and  then  carefully  teach  him.  Bring- 
ing your  child  to  the  point  in  his  life 
where  he  is  ready  to  receive  Jesus  as 
his  Savior  is  your  goal  in  spending 
this  valuable  time  with  him.  Once 
Christ  comes  into  his  life,  then 
discipleship  must  follow.  This  can  be 
initiated  through  your  family  time  in 
devotion  to  God. 

When  our  girls  went  to  first  grade, 
they  also  started  to  attend  SMM 
(Serving  My  Master  program)  at  our 
church.  One  of  the  goals  of  SMM  was 
to  begin  a  daily  personal  time  with 
Jesus.  As  their  mother,  I  read  the  Bi- 
ble and  prayed  daily  with  them  in  ad- 
dition to  our  family  devotions.  Soon 
they  were  eager  to  try  this  on  their 
own.  It  was  a  blessing  to  us  as  their 
parents  to  see  them  reading  their 
Bibles  and  praying  each  morning 
before  school. 

Spending  time  with  the  family  is 
becoming  a  lost  art.  Children  need 
that  sense  of  belonging  to  a  family 
that  spends  quality  time  together. 
The  husband  must  make  time  for  the 
wife  and  the  wife  for  the  husband. 
Children  will  see  this  positive  exam- 
ple and  will  learn  from  it.  Parents 
together  must  make  time  to  spend 
with  their  children. 

As  children  grow  older,  they  will 
have  a  need  to  spend  time  with 
friends.  Then  those  adolescent  and 
teen-age  years  will  develop  into  times 
of  work  and  play.  Part  of  a  child's  week 
needs  to  be  spent  for  the  church. 
Through  our  local  church  we  learn  to 
reach  out  to  others  in  love,  service  and 
consideration. 

Above  all,  we  must  pray  for  our 
children,  that  they  will  put  God  in  His 
rightful  place  in  their  lives  and  give 
their  time  first  to  Him,  their  Creator 
and  Savior. 

A  second  area  we  need  to  teach  our 
children  about  is  to  be  stewards  of 
their  talents.  Talents  are  those  gifts 
God  has  given  to  each  of  His  children. 
As  we  read  in  I  Corinthians  7:7,  ".  .  . 
But  each  man  has  his  own  gift  from 
God;  one  has  this  gift,  another  has 
that."  It  is  our  responsibility  as 
parents  to  encourage  our  children  to 
develop  their  gifts  into  useable  talents 
for  the  Lord.  We  must  ask  God  to 
reveal  to  us  the  areas  in  which  our 
children  can  excel  and  to  allow  God  to 


bring  out  His  best  in  them.  For  exam- 
ple, if  we  have  singing  children,  we 
should  encourage  them  to  use  this 
talent  for  the  Lord.  The  same  is  true 
in  whatever  area  our  children  may  do 
well.  Woe  be  to  the  parent  who  causes 
his  child  to  stumble  in  any  way  -- 
especially  in  the  use  of  his  God-given 
talents. 

It  is  important  for  our  children  to  be 
taught  that  these  talents  come  only 
from  God.  Talents  are  not  to  be 
flaunted  or  are  not  to  bring  glory  to 
the  child  but  rather  to  the  Lord.  This 
can  be  taught  through  our  example. 
We  must  use  our  talents  to  the  fullest 
so  our  children  will  desire  to  do 
likewise. 


We  teach  our  children 
that  the  gifts  given  to 
them  by  God  are  given 
solely  for  the  purpose  of 
serving  Him. 


We  must  teach  our  children  God 
shows  no  favorites.  He  does  not  pro- 
vide a  special  place  of  favor  for  the 
most  gifted  as  opposed  the  less  gifted. 

Let's  teach  our  children  that  the 
question  is  not,  "How  much  talent  do 
I  have?"  but  rather,  "What  am  I  doing 
with  my  talent?"  The  two- talent  man 
in  Luke  19  was  not  any  less  prepared 
by  his  Lord  than  was  the  five-talent 
man. 

Thus  we  teach  our  children  that  the 
gifts  given  to  them  by  God  are  given 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  serving  Him. 
If  we  do  not  do  the  job  God  has  given 
for  us  to  do,  who  will?  We  will  be 
denied  the  blessing  and  God  the 
glory. 

Another  important  area  of  steward- 
ship relates  to  our  treasure.  Like 
every  other  area  of  stewardship,  God 
is  interested  in  the  whole  picture,  not 
just  a  percentage.  What  we  do  with  all 
of  our  treasure  is  important  to  Him. 

The  matter  of  monetary  steward- 
ship affects  at  least  four  basic  biblical 


"Can  children  be  good 
stewards?  Can  they 
even  understand  the 
meaning  of  the 
word?" 
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areas  of  truth.  These  areas  are  basic 
in  training  our  children  concerning 
handling  money. 

First  we  must  teach  our  children 
how  to  get  their  money.  According 
to  James  1:17,  "Every  good  and 
perfect  gift  is  from  above,  coming 
down  from  the  Father  of  the  heaven- 
ly lights,  who  does  not  change  like 
shifting  shadows."  Children  need  to 
know  God  is  the  source  of  our  money. 
He  has  also  given  us  strong  bodies 
and  healthy  minds  by  which  we  can 
earn  our  money.  Many  parents  give 


From  the  beginning 
children  must  learn  God 
loves  a  cheerful  giver  -- 
one  who  shares  what  he 
has  with  others. 


their  children  a  weekly  allowance. 
This  is  good  because  the  child  is  lear- 
ning that  money  comes  through 
honest  work.  It  is  also  better  to  give 
a  weekly  allowance  than  to  pay  the 
child  for  every  single  job  he  does.  We 
do  not  live  in  a  society  where  we  are 
payed  for  each  thing  we  do. 

Secondly,  God  is  interested  in  how 
we  share  our  money.  Our  sinful 
nature  wants  us  to  keep  our  treasures 
for  ourselves.  This  is  inborn  into  our 
children.  A  godly  example  of  parental 
sharing  is  basic  to  training  our 
children  in  this  matter. 

From  the  beginning  children  must 
learn  God  loves  a  cheerful  giver  --  one 
who  shares  what  he  has  with  others. 
Training  children  to  give  from  a  hap- 
py heart  and  not  grudgingly  is 
essential. 

There  are  different  ways  to  teach  a 
child  to  give  to  the  Lord.  The  best  way 
is  for  the  parents  to  set  the  example. 
Discuss  with  the  child  how  you  give 
and  the  determining  factors.  When 
there  are  times  you  cannot  give  as 
much,  talk  about  this  with  your 
children.  Involve  them  in  your  giving. 
Parents  should  tell  their  children  how 
they  give,  to  what  they  give  and  why. 


They  should  always  express  this 
privilege  as  a  joy,  not  a  duty  or  "have 
to"  spirit  of  giving. 

It  is  best  to  give  your  child  an 
allowance  so  he  can  give  from  out  of 
his  own  abundance  -  not  yours. 
They  need  to  be  taught  the  sense  of 
joy  in  letting  go  of  something  that 
really  belongs  to  them.  Possession 
comes  first  -  then  the  willingness  to 
give  with  its  attendant  joy. 

God  is  also  interested  in  how  we 
spend  our  money.  It  is  important 
children  learn  to  be  content  with 
needs,  not  wants. 

And  finally,  God  is  interested  in 
how  we  save  our  money.  The  first 
part  of  our  money  is  for  God,  then  we 
save  a  specified  amount.  The  rest 
should  be  used  to  purchase  our  needs 
and  wants.  God  will  honor  this 
method  of  handling  our  money  if  we 
do  it  for  Him. 

The  key  to  stewardship  in  these 
areas  of  time,  talent  and  treasure  is 
none  other  than  faithfulness.  The 
best  instruction  is  "caught  and  not 
taught"  by  parental  example.  As  god- 
ly parents  we  must  follow  Paul's  ad- 
monition in  I  Corinthians  15:58, 
"Therefore  my  dear  brothers 
(parents),  stand  firm.  Let  nothing 
move  you.  Always  give  yourselves  ful- 
ly to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  because  you 
know  that  your  labor  in  the  Lord  is  not 
in  vain."  Let's  be  the  godly  parents 
that  God  intends  for  us  to  be  and 
diligently  teach  our  children  to  wise- 
ly use  the  time,  talents,  and  treasures 
that  God  has  abundantly  given  to 
them  for  His  glory.  h£r?ld 


1 

Donna    Miller     is     the 
mother  of  three  girls.  She  is 
an  active  member  of  the 
Winona       Lake       Grace 
Brethren  Church.    Winona 
Lake.  IN. 
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Annual  Address  Changes 

Arrington,  Harold  A:  530  Stetler  Ave., 

Akron,  OH  44312 

Byers,  J.  Donald:  2908  E.  Cooledge 

Ave.,  Orange,  CA  92667 

Hofecker,  Terry:  P.O.  Box  68,  Amlin,  OH 

43002 

Hoyt,  Lynn  A.:  Brown  1649,  Piso  7, 

2000,  Rosario,  Santa  Fe,  Argentina 

Jones,  Harold:  204  West  Broad  St., 

Souderton,  PA  18964 

Schaeffer,  James:  239  D.  Free  Bonnie 

Lane,  Waldorf,  MD  20601. 

Peters,  Jack,  Jr.:  5801  Deer  Tracks 

Trail,  Lakeland,  FL  33803 

Sprunger,  Arthur:  210  S.  Broad  St., 

Lititz,  PA  17543 

Thornton,  Dan:  881D,  Peninsula  Grace 

Sq.,  Soldotna,  AK  99669 


Marriages 

Maryland,  Cumberland:  Rhonda 
Hanekamp  and  Troy  Neahusan. 
Cumberland  Grace  Brethren  Church. 
Maryland,  Cumberland:  Michele  Gragg 
and  Andrew  Goss.  Cumberland  Grace 
Brethren  Church. 


Deaths 

Ohio,  Sterling:  Moeller,  Mark. 

September  14,  1986.  Sterling  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Pennsylvania,  Milroy:  Lash,  Suzanne  F, 

30.  September  24,  1986.  Milroy  Grace 

Brethren  Church 

Pennsylvania,  Hatboro:  Green,  Edward. 

October  7,  1986.  Suburban  Grace 

Brethren  Church. 

Ohio,  Lancaster:  Simmons,  Phillip 

Jackson,  72.  September  18,  1986. 

Grace  Brethren  Church. 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Indiana,  South  Bend:  Scott  Weaver  has 
announced  his  resignation  at  the  South 


Bend  church,  Ireland  Road.  He  will 
complete  his  ministry  there  on 
December  21,  1986.  Weaver  will  be 
available  for  Bible  conference  work, 
evangelistic  meetings,  and  possibly  a 
short  term  interim  work.  He  plans  to 
move  to  California  after  the  first  of  the 
year. 

California,  Simi  Valley:  The  weekend  of 
November  22-23,  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  in  Simi  Valley,  CA  will  be 
celebrating  its  25th  anniversary.  The 
church  is  extending  a  welcome  to  all 
who  have  been  a  part  of  Simi  Valley 
Grace  Brethren  Church  in  the  past.  The 
weekend  includes  a  special  Saturday 
evening  communion  service,  plus  Sun- 
day worship  and  a  special  dinner  and 
nostalgic  program  Sunday  afternoon. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Deposits  in  the 
Grace  Brethren  Investment  Foundation 
recently  topped  the  13  million  dollar 
figure,  according  to  Walter  Fretz,  direc- 
tor of  the  Foundation.  "This  is 
somewhat  influenced  by  the  fact  that 
the  Investment  Foundation  is  paying  a 
higher  percent  of  interest  on  available 
funds  than  commercial  institutions  are 
paying,"  he  noted.  The  previous  million 
dollar  figure  was  reached  in  July,  1985 
following  a  seven-and-a-half  year  climb. 
The  Grace  Brethren  Investment  Founda- 
tion serves  the  Fellowship  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches  with  low-cost  growth 
loans  to  churches.  Over  the  past  year, 
$1,177,306  has  been  advanced  to  chur- 
ches in  the  form  of  low-cost  mortgages. 
France,  Lyon:  The  Grace  Brethren 
Church  in  Lyon,  France  has  recently 
begun  holding  their  services  in  a  new 
hotel  adjacent  to  the  DeArmey  apart- 
ment complex  where  services  had  been 
held  since  the  church  planting  work 
began  four  years  ago.  The  newly  rented 
facilities  will  provide  for  growth  and 
greater  visibility  of  this  budding  church. 
North  Carolina,  Charlotte:  Howard  Gels- 
inger  has  been  called  to  pastor  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church,  Charlotte,  NO 
He  fills  the  position  vacated  by  Steve 
Jarrell,  who  resigned  last  spring.  Gel- 
singer  was  the  founding  pastor  of  the 


Grace  Brethren  Church,  Pine  Grove,  PA 
and  led  that  congregation  for  nearly 
nine  years.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
is  a  graduate  of  Lancaster  Bible  College. 
He  and  his  wife,  Linda,  have  a 
daughter,  Jackie. 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  One  highlight  of 
Grace  College's  annual  Homecoming 
weekend  last  month  was  a  reception  for 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  Kent,  Jr.  Dr.  Kent 
retired  September  1  from  the  presiden- 
cy of  Grace  Schools  and  has  returned 
to  full  time  teaching  in  the  seminary. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  were  warmly  greeted 
by  scores  of  friends  and  alumni  in 
recognition  of  their  service  to  Grace 
Schools.  Dr.  Kent  has  been  president  of 
the  schools  for  10  years.  The  Kent's 
received  a  $2,500  travel  gift  certificate 
from  Grace  School's  Board  of  Trustees. 
Trustees'  wives  presented  Mrs.  Kent 
with  a  gift  of  luggage. 
Maryland,  Salisbury:  Salisbury  State 
College  is  the  location  for  the  1987 
Brethren  National  Youth  Conference.  The 
campus  is  ideally  located  just  21/2  hours 
from  Washington  D.C.  and  30  minutes 
from  Ocean  City,  Maryland.  Attenders 
will  be  able  to  enjoy  Ocean  City's  beach 
and  boardwalk.  The  beautiful  campus 
plus  great  speakers  and  music  will 
make  this  conference  a  great  week. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  GBC  Christian 
Education  has  recognized  the  following 
people  and  churches  for  these  1986  na- 
tional awards:  Church  of  the  Year  -- 
Grace  Brethren,  Columbus,  OH.  Sunday 
School  of  the  Year  -  Grace  Brethren 
Church  of  Lititz,  PA.  Educator  of  the 
Year  --  Linda  Reidl,  Ashland,  OH  GBC. 
Senior  Medal  of  Ministry  -  Charles 
Alter,  Waynesboro,  PA  GBC.  CE  Idea  of 
the  Year  -  Mid-week  Club  Program, 
Sunnyside,  WA  GBC. 
Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Grace  College 
has  named  Phil  Landrum  its  1986  Alum- 
nus of  the  Year.  Landrum,  a  1960  grad- 
uate, publishes  ACSI's  Christian  School, 
and  has  co-authored  six  books.  His 
writing  has  earned  him  more  than  30 
awards  including  Evangelical  Press  Associ- 
ation's "Editor  of  the  Year",  two  times.  He 
is  a  resident  of  Wheaton,  Illinois. 
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by  ROB  WILKINS 


M 


1  rs.  Eleanor  Lovelady  Case  is 
probably  not  someone  who  will  make 
the  newspapers.  She  is  not  a  flashy 
lady.  From  one  perspective,  at  least, 
she  has  never  done  anything  terribly 
remarkable.  She  has  never  climbed  a 
mountain  or  started  an  orphanage  or 
donated  a  large  sum  of  money  for  a 
needy  cause. 

In  a  time  of  megatrends  and  mini- 
vans,  when  success  is  measured  in  no 
less  than  six  figures,  when  prosperi- 
ty is  considered  more  a  matter  of  Per- 
rier  than  inward  peace,  Eleanor 
Lovelady  Case  has  failed  to  make  the 
world's  grade. 

That  suits  her  just  fine.  Eleanor,  you 
see,  has  a  different  set  of  standards  for 
success  than  the  world. 

"My  treasure  is  in  heaven  and  not 
here,"  Eleanor  says.  "I  believe  that  the 
resources  God  has  given  me  (in  this 
world)  must  be  used  for  him." 

Eleanor  Lovelady  Case  takes  the 
idea  of  stewardship  very  seriously.  She 
has  done  so  for  more  than  70  years. 

Stewardship  of  what  the  Lord  has 
given  her  was  the  reason  she  assisted 
her  late  husband  in  three  pastorates 
and  14  years  of  traveling  evangelistic 
work. 

Stewardship  is  what  prompted  her 
-  at  the  age  of  51  -  to  enroll  at  Grace 
College.  It  is  what  carried  her  through 
the  hard  times,  including  the  death  of 
her  husband,  to  graduate  from  the 
college  in  1969.  It  is  what  motivated 
her  to  teach  music  to  elementary 
students  for  the  next  15  years. 

"I  felt  the  Lord  had  given  me  a 
talent,"  Eleanor  says,  "and  I  felt  that 
I  should  be  using  that  for  his  glory." 

Eleanor  never  won  any  major 
teaching  awards.  It  was  enough  for 
her,  in  a  quiet  and  consistent  manner, 
to  work  for  the  Lord. 

"I  felt  by  teaching,"  Eleanor  says,  "I 
could  enlarge  my  ministry.  I  enjoy 
music  and  if  I  could  help  a  lot  of 


children  and  give  a  word  when  I  could 
for  the  Lord,  then  I  would  have  a  larger 
work  for  the  Lord." 

For  Eleanor,  stewardship  is  more 
than  a  vague  idea  in  her  mind.  It  is  an 
outgrowth  of  a  surrendered  heart. 

"It  (stewardship)  is  a  responsibility 
for  one  thing,"  Eleanor  says,  "but  I 
think,  more  or  less,  that  it  has  to  come 
from  the  heart." 

Stewardship,  Eleanor  believes,  does 
not  only  affect  one  area  of  life.  It  IS  a 
way  of  life.  It  is  all  encompassing. 

Stewardship  of  finances  is  also  a 
matter  of  the  heart. 

"The  Lord's  work  comes  first," 
Eleanor  says.  "I  found  by  giving  first, 
the  Lord  blesses  me  with  the  things 
I  need.  If  you  withhold  from  the  Lord, 
things  don't  seem  to  work  out." 

Eleanor,  who  remarried  in  1976,  is 
a  consistent  donor  to  Grace  Schools, 
as  well  as  to  the  church,  missionaries 


"My  treasure  is  in 
heaven  and  not  here," 
Eleanor  says.  "I  believe 
that  the  resources  God 
has  given  me  must  be 
used  for  him." 


and  other  organizations  dedicated  to 
the  outreach  of  the  gospel.  Grace 
Schools,  however,  is  her  first  priority. 

"The  social  security  check  comes 
on  the  third  of  each  month  and  the 
first  thing  I  do  is  write  a  check  to 
Grace,"  Eleanor  says. 

It  doesn't  matter  to  Eleanor  that  it 
is  not  a  great  amount  of  money.  She 
really  wouldn't  mind  at  all  if  no  one 
ever  knew  about  her  gifts  to  the 
schools. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  don't 
have  a  lot  of  money,"  Eleanor  says. 
"But  regardless  of  whether  they  think 
it  is  a  lot  of  money  they  should  give. 
It's  not  a  matter  of  money,  but  it's  the 
measure  of  the  heart.  It's  just  like  the 
widow  and  the  mites.  It  wasn't  a  lot  of 
money,  but  she  gave  all  she  had." 

Eleanor  says  her  needs  are  "more 
than  taken  care  of."  She  also  receives 
some  money  from  the  teacher's  retire- 


The 

Measure 

of  the 

Heart 
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ment  fund.  In  addition,  she  rents  the 
basement  of  her  house.  "I  have 
everything  I  need,"  she  says. 

Eleanor  gives  consistently  to  Grace 
for  several  reasons,  she  says.  She  has 
been  giving  to  the  schools  since  her 
graduation  in  1969. 

"I  began  to  support  Grace  because 
I  felt  much  gratitude,"  Eleanor  says. 
"They  helped  me  get  through  a  very 
tough  period  in  my  life  (when  her  first 
husband  died).  Everyone  was  very 
supportive  of  me.  I  felt  gratitude  to  the 
people  of  Grace  for  working  with  me 
and  for  me." 

Grace,  she  says,  provided  her  with 
an  excellent  education  to  teach  and 


For  Eleanor,  stewardship 
is  more  than  a  vague 
idea  in  her  mind.  It  is 
an  outgrowth  of  a  sur- 
rendered heart. 

support  herself  for  the  next  15  years. 
In  addition,  her  son,  J.  Edgar 
Lovelady,  teaches  at  the  college. 

But  the  real  reason  she  gives  to 
Grace  goes  much  deeper.  All  the  way 
to  the  heart. 

"I  give  because  I  want  to  give  to  the 
Lord  and  his  work,"  Eleanor  says.  "It's 
not  because  I  have  to." 

For  Eleanor,  stewardship  is  not  an 
idle  threat.  It's  returning  in  love  what 
has  been  given.  No  matter  that  it  will 
never  bring  her  fame.  No  matter  that 
she  will  probably  never  make  the 
newspapers.  No  matter  that  it's  not  a 
large  amount  of  money. 

That  won't  stop  Eleanor  Lovelady 
Case,  come  the  third  of  the  month, 
from  writing  her  check  and  giving 
from  her  heart.  h€rsld 


Wilfcins  is  the  Director  of  Information  Ser- 
vices at  Grace  Schools.  He  uses  his  feature 
writing  skills  to  enhance  the  publications 
and  promotional  materials  of  the  Develop- 
ment Department. 
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In  memory  of 

Col.  Eric  Newbould 

Given  by 

Laura  Hall 

In  memory  of 

Ben  Hamilton 

Given  by 

Rev.  William  Schaffer 

In  memory  of 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Byers 
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In  memory  of 

Ben  Hamilton 
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Mrs.  Edith  Kettell 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dewey  Melton 

In  memory  of 
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In  memory  of 

Maynard  Russell 

Given  by 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gordon  Bracker 

In  memory  of 

Larry  Castaidi 

Given  by 

Chamness  Funeral  Home 

In  memory  of 

Earl  Hedrick 

Given  by 

Joyce  Allen 

In  memory  of 

Scott  Mayer 

Given  by 

Mrs.  Olive  Deloe 

In  memory  of 

Ruby  Hillegass 

Given  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ernie  Ringler 
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Mrs.  Nancy  Johnson 
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Allstate  Foundation 

Donation 

Mr.  David  Young 
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Allied  Foundation 
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Mr.  Brian  Sholiy 

Corporation 

Proctor  and  Gamble 

Donation 

Mr.  Bill  Goodwin 

Corporation 

Columbia  Gas  Corporation 

Donation 

Mrs.  Jean  Tschudy 

Corporation 

Warner  Lambert  Co. 

18 


HERALD/November  19E 


G  B  H  M  C 


by  RUSS  DUNLAP 


The 
Last 
Will 
and 
Testament 


J 


D.  died  without  a  will.  Unable 
to  legally  divide  his  substantial  estate 
according  to  his  wishes,  the  State 
made  a  distribution  according  to  law. 
Had  the  State  actually  drawn  up  a  will 
for  J.D.,  it  might  have  read  something 
like  this: 

Last  Will  and  Testament  of  J.D. 
(Drawn  up  for  him  by  the  State,  since 
he  didn't  do  it  himself.) 

Being  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  I, 
J.D.,  do  hereby  publish  this  as  my  last 
Will  and  Testament: 
FIRST  -- 1  give  my  wife  only  one-third 
of  my  possessions,  and  I  give  my 
children  the  remaining  two-thirds. 

(A)  - 1  appoint  my  wife  as  guardian  of 
my  children,  but  as  a  safeguard  I  re- 
quire that  she  report  to  the  Probate 
Court  each  year  and  render  an  ac- 
counting for  the  proper  care  of  my 
children. 

(B)  -  As  a  further  safeguard,  I  direct 
my  wife  to  produce  to  the  Probate 
Court  a  Performance  Bond  to 
guarantee  that  she  exercises  proper 
judgement  in  the  handling,  invest- 
ment, and  spending  of  the  children's 
money. 

(C)  -  As  a  final  safeguard,  my  children 
shall  have  the  right  to  demand  and 
receive  a  complete  accounting  from 
their  mother  of  all  her  financial  ac- 
tions with  their  money  as  soon  as  they 
reach  legal  age. 

(D)  -  When  my  children  reach  age  18, 
they  shall  have  full  rights  to  withdraw 
and  spend  their  share  of  my  estate.  No 
one  shall  have  any  right  to  question 
my  children's  actions  on  how  they 
decide  to  spend  their  respective 
shares. 

SECOND  -  Should  my  wife  remarry 
her  second  husband  shall  be  entitled 
to  one-third  of  everything  my  wife 
possessess.  Should  my  children  need 
some  of  this  share  for  their  support. 


the   second   husband   shall   not   be 

bound  to  spend  any  part  of  his  share 

on  my  children's  behalf. 

(A)  -  The  second  husband  shall  have 

sole  right  to  decide  who  is  to  get  his 

share,  even  to  the  exclusion  of  my 

children. 

THIRD  -  Should  my  wife  predecease 

me  or  die  while  any  of  my  children  are 

minors,  I  do  not  wish  to  exercise  my 

right  to  nominate  the  guardian  of  my 

children. 

(A)  -  Rather  than  nominating  a  guar- 
dian of  my  preference,  I  direct  my 
relatives  and  friends  to  get  together 
and  select  a  guardian  by  mutual 
agreement. 

(B)  -  In  the  event  that  they  fail  to  agree 
on  a  guardian,  I  direct  the  Probate 
Court  to  make  the  selection.  If  the 
court  wishes  it  may  appoint  a 
stranger  acceptable  to  it. 
FOURTH  -  Under  existing  tax  law, 
there  are  certain  legitimate  avenues 
open  to  me  to  lower  death  taxes.  Since 
I  prefer  to  have  my  money  used  for 
government  purposes  rather  than  for 
the  benefit  of  my  wife  and  children,  I 
direct  that  no  effort  be  made  to  lower 
taxes. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF.  I  have  set 
my  hand  to  this  my  LAST  WILL  AND 
TESTAMENT. 


This 


day  of 
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(Signed) 

A  will  is  the  beginning  estate  plan- 
ning tool  and  the  minimum  that  each 
Christian  person  should  take.  We  can- 
not honor  God  or  make  good  plans  for 
the  distribution  of  the  assets  that  God 
has  put  in  our  hands  unless  we  make 
a  proper  will.  h€f*ud 


Russ  Dunlap  is  the  direc- 
tor of  Grace  Brethren  Finan- 
cial Planning  Service.  Spon- 
sored by  the  GBHMC  and 
FMS,  Russ  assists  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  Grace 
Brethren  Churches  in  estate 
planning  and  stewardship. 
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by  DANIEL  NAJIMIAN 


ne  of  the  most  sensitive  areas 
of  the  Christian  life  is  the  area  of  giv- 
ing financially  to  support  the  Lord's 
work.  This  is  understandable, 
because  the  subject  of  money  is  very 
important,  yet  very  personal  with 
most  people.  Most  pastors  can  preach 
on  a  broad  spectrum  of  subjects,  but 
when  they  begin  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject of  giving,  people  in  the  pews  are 
liable  to  say.  "Now  you're  beginning 
to  meddle,  preacher!"  With  some 
folks,  touch  their  wallets  and  you 
touch  a  nerve. 

In  a  way.  this  sensitivity  is  healthy, 
because  it  shows  most  folks  are  con- 
cerned about  where  their  hard-earned 
dollars  are  going.  Yet  the  question  is 
often  raised,  "Does  the  Bible  teach 
how  much  I  should  give?" 

In  order  to  understand  what  God 
says  about  giving,  we  must  be  able  to 
understand  terminology  associated 
with  the  subject.  We  as  Christians 
often  refer  to  financial  support  of  our 
ministries  as  "tithes  and  offerings," 
but  we  sometimes  fail  to  recognize 
how  these  words  are  defined  in 
biblical  contexts.  It  is  important  to  ex- 
amine our  terminology  and  our  prac- 
tices of  giving  in  light  of  distinctions 
that  are  made  between  Old  Testament 
times  and  the  current  New  Testament 
age. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  there  were 
two  different  kinds  of  offerings:  volun- 
tary and  mandatory. 

The  very  first  offerings  to  be 
described  in  any  detail  were  those  of- 
fered by  Cain  and  Abel  (Genesis 
4:3-5).  The  Bible  does  not  tell  us  God 
specifically  commanded  the  offerings 
of  the  two  brothers,  so  it  is  possible 
they  were  presenting  the  products  of 
their  respective  trades  as  voluntary  of- 
ferings to  the  Lord.  It  is  not  written 
that  God  accepted  Abel's  gift  from  his 
flocks  but  rejected  Cain's  donation 
rom  his  crops  because  of  what  was 
being  offered.  (It  is  possible,  however, 
that  God  had  stipulated  only  animal 
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sacrifices  and  this  was  not  revealed  in 
Genesis).  It  is  reasonable  to  assume 
God  rejected  Cain's  offering  because 
of  his  attitude  (see  verses  6-7). 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  make  a 
detailed  examination  of  giving  in  the 
Old  Testament,  yet  we  must  consider 
what  God  prescribed  for  the  nation  of 
Israel  in  the  Law  of  Moses.  We  are  con- 
cerned with  what  the  Law  has  to  say 
about  tithing,  especially  since  many 
Christians  today  regard  this  as  their 
own  standard  of  giving. 

The  first  mention  of  the  "tithe" 
(which  means  "one  tenth")  in  the  Law 
of  Moses  is  found  in  Leviticus 
27:30-33.  It  states  one  tenth  of  man's 
seed  or  fruit  of  his  crops,  and  one 
tenth  of  his  livestock  were  to  be  given 
to  the  Lord.  As  numbers  18:24  points 
out,  this  was  the  portion  given  to  the 
Levites,  whose  full-time  occupation 

I  1 

"We  .  .  .  often  refer  to 
financial  support  of  our 
ministries  as  "tithes 
and  offerings,"  but  we 
fail  to  recognize  how 
these  words  are  defined 
in  biblical  contexts." 

was  to  care  for  the  tabernacle  of  the 
Lord  (verses  26-28  say  that  even  the 
Levites  had  to  offer  "a  tithe  of  the 
tithe,"  as  a  portion  to  be  given  to  the 
priests).  It  is  clear,  then,  that  this  tithe 
offered  by  the  Israelites  was  man- 
datory -  more  of  a  tax  than  a  simple 
offering.  Some  scholars  believe  the 
Israelites  were  additionally  command- 
ed to  offer  a  second  annual  tithe  once 
they  entered  the  promised  land 
(Deuteronomy  12:10-11,  17),  and  even 
a  third  one,  offered  every  third  year, 
to  provide  further  for  the  Levites  and 
poor  people  in  the  land  (Deuteronomy 
14:28-29).  If  there  were,  in  fact,  these 
three  separate  tithes,  then  the 
Israelites  ended  up  giving  not  just  ten 
percent,  but,  in  effect,  more  than 
twenty  percent.  Some  scholars,  on  the 
other  hand,  believe  that  there  were 
not  actually  three  tithes,  but  only  one, 
administered  in  different  ways  at  dif- 
ferent times. 


Regardless  of  how  many  tithes  there 
were,  the  fact  remains.  The  Israelites 
were  required  to  pay  the  tithe.  They 
also  had  the  opportunity  to  give 
voluntary  offerings  (e.g..  the  free-will 
offering,  Leviticus  22:18.  21,  23).  So 
actually,  the  tithe  was  the  minimum 
offering  in  Israel. 

As  members  of  Christ's  Church,  we 
want  to  examine  what  the  Bible  has 
to  say  about  giving  in  the  Church  Age. 
Keeping  in  mind  the  importance  of 
understanding  how  certain  terms  are 
used  in  their  contexts,  it  is  interesting 
to  find  that  tithing  is  not  command- 
ed for  all  the  Church.  In  the  New 
Testament,  there  are  eight  references 
to  paying  tithes.  Three  are  found  in 
the  Gospels  (Matthew  23:23:  Luke 
11:42:  Luke  18:12),  and  each  refers  to 
the  activities  of  Pharisees.  The  other 
five  references  are  found  in  the  book 
of  Hebrews  (7:5.  6,  8.  9  twice),  and 
they  refer  to  the  Old  Testament  ac- 
count of  Abraham  paying  a  tithe  of  his 
war  spoils  to  Melchizedek  (see  Genesis 
14:18-20). 

Obviously  none  of  these  verses  im- 
poses tithing  on  the  Church.  This  is 
not  to  say  the  practice  of  tithing  is 
wrong  for  Christians,  or  that  we  can- 
not learn  anything  about  giving  from 
the  Old  Testament.  However,  as  Chris- 
tians, we  need  to  understand  basic 
principles  by  which  God  would  have 
us  give. 


Giving  should  be  planned.  Include 
in  your  budget  how  much  you  are  go- 
ing to  give  to  the  Lord's  work.  Paul  in- 
structs the  believers  in  Corinth,  "On 
the  first  day  of  every  week  let  each  one 
of  you  put  aside  and  save,  as  he  may 
prosper."  (I  Corinthians  16:2  NASB) 
Note  the  apostle  instructs  them  to  set 
aside  a  portion  of  their  income  every 
week.  Paul's  wording  seems  to  imply 
the  amount  ought  to  be  determined 
ahead  of  time.  As  a  rule  of  thumb, 
unless  circumstances  prevent  it,  plan 
on  giving  as  often  as  you  get  a 
paycheck.  If  your  offerings  are  based 
on  last-minute  decisions  (i.e.  when  the 
offering  plate  is  right  under  your 
nose),  then  you  ought  to  revise  your 
method.  Know  how  much  you  are  go- 
ing to  give  because  you  have  planned 
in  advance. 
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Giving  should  be  generous.  This 
matter  of  giving  would  have  been  a 
whole  lot  simpler  if  God  had  told  us 
exactly  how  much  to  donate  to  our 
churches.  But  He  didn't;  God  left  that 
up  to  us.  His  Word  does  offer  this  prin- 
ciple: '''Now  this  I  say,  he  who  sows 
sparingly  shall  also  reap  sparingly; 
and  he  who  sows  bountifully  shall 
also  reap  bountifully"  (II  Corinthians 
9:6  NASB,  see  Proverbs  11:24-25). 

We  must  remember  God  owns 
everything  (Psalm  23:1:  50:12),  in- 
cluding our  money  and  our  posses- 
sions. He  certainly  does  not  need  us 
to  give  back  to  Him  that  which  He 
gave  us  in  the  first  place.  (If  He  wanted 
to.  He  would  simply  take  back  our 
belongings.)  Rather.  God  offers  the  op- 
portunity to  give  to  Him,  primarily 
through  our  local  churches,  as  a 
gesture  of  faith  on  that  He  will  con- 
tinue to  meet  our  needs.  For  the  Chris- 
tian to  say,  "I  can't  afford  to  give  any 


"As  Christians,  we  need 
to  understand  basic 
principles  by  which  God 
would  have  us  give." 


money  to  the  church,"  would  only  be 
legitimate  if  he  had  no  income  to 
begin  with. 

Giving  generously  is  also  a  gesture 
of  love  for  the  Lord.  If  we  really  ap- 
preciate what  Jesus  gave  up  for  us  (II 
Corinthians  8:9),  we  will  be  motivated 
to  give  more  liberally  to  Him. 

How  much  is  "generous"?  That  is 
between  you  and  the  Lord.  As  a  sug- 
gestion, although  we  are  not  com- 
manded how  much  to  give,  if  you  are 
not  already  tithing,  consider  doing  so. 

Giving  should  be  cheerful.  Paul 
says  something  else  to  the  Corin- 
thians which  seems  to  summarize  a 
proper  understanding  of  giving:  "Let 
each  one  do  just  as  he  has  purposed 
in  his  heart;  not  grudgingly  or  under 
compulsion:  for  God  loves  a  cheerful 
giver"  (II  Corinthians  9:7  NASB).  If 
"generosity"  helps  set  a  lower  limit  on 
giving,  then  "grudgingly"  helps 
establish  an  upper  level.  God  advises 
the    person    who    unwillingly    gives 


large  sums  to  the  church  to  keep  his 
money.  You  see,  the  Lord  is  not  only 
concerned  with  how  much  we  give, 
but  with  the  attitude  with  which  we 
give  it.  The  story  of  the  "widow's 
mites"  bears  this  out  (Mark  12:41-44). 

Some  people  have  a  genuine  gift  of 
giving  (Romans  12:8),  but  all  Chris- 
tians are  expected  to  give.  We  need  to 
pray  that  God  would  mold  our  hearts 
so  we  not  only  know  how  much  we 
ought  to  give,  but  also  that  we  do  so 
with  sincere  joy.  As  a  wonderful  incen- 
tive, we  should  also  remember  that 
some  day,  the  Lord  is  going  to  reward 
us  in  heaven  for  our  cheerful  giving 
here  on  earth. 

How  much  should  we  donate  to  the 
Lord's  work?  The  answer  may  sound 
vague,  but  it  is  true:  give  as  much  as 
you  want.  God  does  not  need  our 
money,  but  He  has  ordained  that  the 
activities  of  the  Church  should  be 
funded  by  its  members.  I  heard  some- 
one say  recently  if  every  Christian 
would  just  tithe,  there  would  be  so 
much  money  available  through  our 
churches  that  our  missionaries  would 
not  have  to  waste  time  on  deputation 
or  worry  about  their  financial  support 
from  year  to  year.  Too  often,  we  do  not 
give  as  we  should  because  our  first 
love  turns  from  eternal  to  material 
things.  It  is  not  wrong  to  own  nice 
things,  but  each  of  us  must  ask 
ourselves  whether  obtaining  them  is 
at  the  expense  of  planned,  generous, 
and  cheerful  giving,  herald 
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Dan  Najimian  pastors  a 
Grace  Brethren  Home  Mis- 
sion church  at  Medina,  OH. 
A  graduate  of  West  Virginia 
University      and      Grace 
Theological   Seminary,    he 
and  his  wife.  BillieJo.  have 
one    daughter.    Rebecca. 
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An  initial  deposit  of 
$37,000  in  1955  set 
the  ball  rolling  for  an 
organization  which 
would  provide  more 
than  24.5  million 
dollars  in  financing  to 
Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregations in  the  past 
31  years.  And  the 
story  continues  .  .  . 

BIF: 

The  GBC's 
Savings  &  Loan 


by  LIZ  CUTLER 


I 


»t  was  1955.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
was  president.  Atomic  energy  was 
first  being  used  to  light  and  heat 
American  homes,  and  the  Brooklyn 
Dodgers  defeated  the  New  York 
Yankees  in  a  seven-game  World  Series. 

Nationwide,  there  was  a  construc- 
tion boom.  Churches,  stores 
restaurants,  and  other  buildings  were 
going  up  at  record  rates.  But  at  the 
same  time,  loans  for  new  homes,  cars, 
or  business  purposes  were  increasing- 
ly harder  to  come  by.  and  in  most 
cases,  costly.  The  July  15.  1955  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report  noted  that  the 
government  was  squeezing  the  credit 
supply  in  order  to  curb  the  boom. 

Many  congregations  in  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Grace  Brethren  Churches  were 
feeling  this  financial  crunch.  To  top  it 
off,  many  churches  who  were  seeking 
funds  were  also  new  in  the  communi- 
ty, without  an  established  reputation. 
Who  would  want  to  loan  funds  to  a 
bunch  of  young  upstarts? 
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Recognizing  this  need,  delegates  to 
the  national  conference  demanded 
action. 

"There  was  some  individual  who 
said  if  we  would  start  some  type  of 
savings  and  loan  situation  for  Home 
Mission  churches,  he  would  give  an 
initial  loan  of  $37,000,"  says  Walter 
Fretz,  director  of  the  GBIF  since  1971. 
That  initial  deposit  set  the  ball  rolling 
for  an  organization  which,  in  the  past 
30  years,  has  assisted  190  churches 
in  the  Fellowship,  plus  Grace  Schools, 


"There  are  churches  all 
over  the  United  States 
that  are  worshipping  in 
buildings  they  might  not 
have  been  able  to  build 
without  our  assistance." 

with  loans  totaling  24.5  million 
dollars.  Currently,  outstanding  loans 
total  nearly  10  million  dollars  with 
deposits  of  more  than  13  million 
dollars. 

"We're  very  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  the  operation  has  really  been 
blessed,"  comments  Fretz.  "The  Lord 
has  allowed  us  to  experience  good 
contacts,  good  deposits,  and  satisfac- 
tory loaning  relations." 

Designed  primarily  to  assist  Home 
Mission  churches,  the  Foundation  has 
also  assisted  self-supporting  con- 
gregations with  their  financing  needs. 
"There  are  churches  all  over  the 
United  States  that  are  worshiping  in 
buildings  they  might  now  have  been 
able  to  build  without  our  assistance," 
he  notes.  "Many  Home  Mission  chur- 
ches have  difficulty  getting  a  bank 
loan  because  they  are  usually  a  new 
organization  and  a  new  group  of  faces 
in  the  community.  There's  not  the 
rapport  of  trust  that  someone  who  has 
been  in  the  community  for  15  to  20 
years." 

GBIF  loans  based  on  a  first  mor- 
tgage of  the  real  estate.  "Where  there 
is  a  contract  between  the  Home  Mis- 
sions Council  and  a  church,  the  Coun- 
cil borrows  money  from  the  Founda- 
tion as  trustee  for  that  church,"  says 
Fretz.  "That  gives  the  Foundation  the 


stability  of  the  assets  of  the  Council, 
not  just  on  the  property  that  is  mor- 
tgaged," he  adds. 

Loans  are  currently  issued  to  Home 
Mission  churches  at  the  interest  rate 
of  9  %  percent.  Self-supporting  chur- 
ches and  those  not  under  contract 
with  the  Council  may  receive  loans  at 
a  10  1/2  to  12  1/2  percent,  depending  on 
"standards  of  logical  credit,  the  length 
of  the  loan,  and  amount  of  equity  that 
the  church  has  in  the  property,"  accor- 
ding to  Fretz.  "These,  up  until  the  pre- 
sent, have  been  very  much  below 
commercial  loan  rates,"  he  adds. 

Because  of  the  favorable  interest 
rates,  GBIF  borrowers  are  able  to  save 
congregations  thousands  of  dollars. 
Fretz  cites  a  recently  self-supporting 
church  that  obtained  a  loan  in 
September  to  pay  off  financing  at  a 
local  institution.  "The  church  will 
save  at  least  $8,000  a  year  in  interest 
over  what  they  would  have  had  to  pay 
on  the  commercial  loan  they  were 
holding  at  the  time,"  he  says. 

Depositors  in  the  GBIF  earn  6.5  per- 
cent on  their  funds,  which  generates 
annually  at  6.72  percent  with  con- 
tinuous compounding.  A  window  is 
maintained  at  the  Winona  Lake,  IN, 
office  for  the  convenience  of  walk-in 
customers,  but  Fretz  says  that  the  ma- 
jority of  business  is  done  through  the 
mail.  "We're  getting  more  Grace  Col- 
lege and  Seminary  students  par- 
ticipating   in    the    Foundation,"    he 
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GBIF  Staff  (L  to  R):  Wanita  Ogden,  Steve 
Galegor,  Flo  Figert,  Linda  Koontz.  Seated 
Walter  Fretz,  director. 


notes.  "That  does  increase  our  teller 
window  and  office  activity  to  some 
degree  during  the  year,  but  the  bulk 
of  business,  about  95  percent  of  it,  is 
through  the  mail." 

With  postage-paid  mailers,  the 
GBIF  is  as  close  as  one's  mailbox, 
Fretz  maintains.  "Transactions  may 
be  put  in  the  mailbox  and  they  move 


"We  depend  on  the  fact 
that  it  is  really  God's 
people  using  the  money 
that  God  has  given  them 
to  building  churches  for 
His  people  to  worship 
in." 

right  along  to  having  requests  and 
deposits  expedited,"  he  says.  Most 
deposits  or  requests  for  withdrawals 
arrive  within  a  four-day  time  period. 

"There  is  also  the  possibility,  if  an 
emergency  arrives,  the  customer  can 
call  our  office  in  the  morning  and  re- 
quest a  withdrawal.  By  noon,  that  par- 
ticular request  is  in  the  form  of  a 
check,  in  the  mail,  going  back  to 
them,"  he  notes.  For  more  rapid  ser- 
vice, overnight  mail  or  even  wire  ser- 
vices may  be  used. 

Deposits  in  the  Foundation  are  pro- 
tected by  real  estate.  "In  savings  and 
loans  and  commercial  savings  institu- 
tions, the  depositor  has  legal  protec- 
tion through  general  deposits,  in- 
surance, or  federal  savings  and  loan 
insurance,"  he  explains.  "The  Invest- 
ment Foundation  does  not  have  that 
type  of  insurance.  Our  funds  are 
backed  by  real  estate  loans,  which  are 
supposed  to  be  the  soundest  thing 
that  America  is  founded  on,"  he  adds. 

Loans  to  churches  and  schools  are, 
in  all  cases,  real  estate  loans.  The  In- 
vestment Foundation  receives  a  first 
mortgage  from  the  borrower,  allowing 
the  Foundation  to  secure  and  sell  the 
property  if  there  is  a  default.  "This  has 
not  been  our  experience,"  notes  Fretz, 
"but  that  is  the  protection  our 
depositor  has." 

Other  funds  are  also  placed  in 
government  securities,  which  are  con- 
sidered to  be  the  most  conservative 
type  of  investing,  according  to  the 


director.  This  is  the  same  type  of  in- 
vestments made  by  national  banks  in 
hundreds  of  communities  across  the 
country. 

Fretz  sees  the  greatest  strength  of 
the  foundation  in  the  rapport  which 
has  developed  between  the  organiza- 
tion and  the  local  churches.  "We  have 
our  customers  sort  of  hand  made 
because,  in  many  cases,  they  are 
members  of  the  churches  where 
buildings  have  been  built,"  he 
stresses. 

The  Foundation  currently  main- 
tains nearly  3,500  accounts  for  in- 
dividuals, churches,  and  Grace 
Brethren  organizations  nationwide. 
Yet  this  only  represents  slightly  more 
than  five  percent  of  the  total  member- 
ship of  the  fellowship.  That's  a  figure 
Fretz  would  like  to  see  increase. 

"If  everyone  would  get  the  vision,  we 
would  have  a  very  strong  possibility 
of  handling  a  very  large  amount  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  loans."  he 
says.  "If  50  percent  of  the  numbers  of 
the  Fellowship  would  participate  with 
a  portion  of  their  savings  in  the  Invest- 
ment Foundation,  our  loaning  capaci- 
ty would  be  greatly  enhanced,"  he 
adds. 

In  the  day  to  day  operation  of  the 
Foundation,  it  is  sometimes  easy  to 
loose  focus  of  the  task  at  hand,  yet 
Fretz  is  quick  to  acknowledge  he  and 
his  staff  are  not  in  it  alone. 

"We  depend  on  the  fact  that  it  is 
really  God's  people  using  the  money 
that  God  has  given  to  them  to  use  to 
build  churches  for  His  people  to  wor- 
ship in,"  he  stresses.  We  don't  take  it 
lightly.  We  feel  that  the  whole  thing 
centers  around  God.  and  even  though 
we  work  hard  and  often  don't  give  all 
the  credit  that  we  should  to  Him.  it's 
really  the  Lord  that  has  made  all  this 
possible."  Hei^LD 
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from  the  North  Central  Ohio  District   WMC 
paper.  "Lead-Her" 


We  are  constantly  besieged  by  com- 
mercials on  television,  radio,  and  in 
the  newspaper  to  buy  this  and  that. 
The  impression  is  created  that  you 
can't  live  a  full,  satisfying  and  happy 
life  without  the  products  advertised. 

Now  there  are  things  that  are 
necessary  to  our  health  and  well- 
being  that  cannot  be  obtained  without 
some  money.  But  money  isn't 
everything. 

Money  can't  buy  friendship  -  it 
must  be  earned. 

Money  can't  buy  a  clear  conscience 
-  square  dealing  is  the  price  tag. 

Money  can't  buy  good  health  -  right 
living  and  God's  grace  are  the  secret. 

Money  can't  buy  character  -- 
character  is  what  we  are  when  we  are 
alone  with  our  innermost  thoughts. 

Money  can't  buy  happiness  -  it  is  a 
mental  attitude. 

Money  can't  buy  inner  peace  -  on- 
ly a  right  relationship  with  God  can 
bring  that. 

Some  of  the  most  happy  and 
esteemed  people  in  the  world  are 
those  who  have  had  little  of  this 
world's  goods,  herald 
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t  seems  this  time  of 
year  gets  so  busy  with  all 
the  world's  activities  of 
Christmas,  the  main  focus 
seems  somewhat  fuzzed. 
On  the  other  hand,  the 
"Christian"  community 
still  puts  most  of  the  focus 
of  Christmas  on  a  little 
babe  wrapped  in  swaddl- 
ing clothes.  This  issue  of 
the  Herald  magazine  is 
designed  to  help  us  all 
concentrate  our  perspec- 
tive on  the  centrality  of  Christ.  Realizing  the  vastness  of 
His  greatness  and  the  impact  available  in  our  lives,  makes 
our  salvation  become  Christmas  everyday. 

I  hope  and  pray  this  issue  will  be  a  valuable  piece  of 
encouragement  and  a  source  of  "umph"  when  the  devil 
is  busy  checking  your  strength. 

May  you  and  your  family  have  an  enjoyable  holiday 
season  as  we  celebrate  the  joy  in  our  lives  that  Jesus 
Christ  our  Savior  brings  everyday. 

The  Editor 
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Friend 
jesus 


by  CHUCK  DAVIS 


I 


it  is  important  to  cultivate  friend- 
ships. The  spirit  of  man  cries  out  for 
this,  as  seen  by  the  books,  tapes, 
videos,  and  seminars  that  abound  to- 
day on  "how  to  win  friends". 

Webster  defines  "friend"  as,  "a  per- 
son whom  one  knows  well  and  is  fond 
of,"  "or  an  ally,  supporter  sym- 
pathizer." Most  of  our  acquaintancs 
probably  fit  this  general  category.  But 
if  we  are  fortunate,  we  also  have  close 
friends  who  share  mutual  love  and 
respect  at  all  times.  These  are  in- 
dividuals in  whom  we  are  able  to 
share  intimate  confidences  without 
fear  of  them  violating  our  trust.  We 
share  our  joys  and  sorrows  with  com- 
passion and  understanding  and  will 
sacrifice  for  each  other  without  coun- 
ting the  cost.  In  addition  they  will 
stick  with  us  through  thick  and  thin 
and  seek  to  build  us  up. 

For  most  people,  close  friends  are 
few  and  far  between.  That's  why 
friendship  with  Jesus  is  important. 
He  has  all  the  qualities  and  much 
more. 

A  true  friend  will  sacrifice  without 
counting  the  cost  in  order  to  meet  a 
friend's  needs.  Such  is  the  case  with 
Jesus,  "Greater  love  has  no  one  than 
this,  that  one  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends"  (John  15:13,  NASB).  In  His 
death  on  Calvary's  cross,  Jesus 
demonstrated  the  greatest  kind  of  love 
for  all  mankind. 

Since  love  is  the  basis  for  friendship, 
certainly  Jesus  should  be  the  Chris- 
tian's closest,  most  intimate  friend.  No 
one  has  a  greater  love  for  us  than 
Jesus.  We  may  also  be  assured  that 
the  self-sacrificing  love  demonstrated 
on  Calvary  will  also  be  a  part  of  our 
day  to  day  relationship  with  Him.  The 
Apostle  John  reminds  us  "God  is 
love"  (I  John  4:8,  16)  therefore  we 
know  we  can  expect  God's  love  to  be 
demonstrated  toward  us  at  all  times. 
There  are  few  human  friends  who  are 
able  to  do  that  but  Jesus  bestows  His 
love  on  us  whatever  the  cir- 
cumstances of  life,  even  when  we 
don't  understand  them.  We  may  be 
walking  through  "the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death",  we  might  have  lost 
a  loved  one  in  a  tragic  accident,  or  we 
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might  be  facing  financial  or  marital 
disaster.  One  thing  is  certain,  Jesus  is 
in  the  midst  of  our  circumstances, 
standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us 
working  out  the  details  to  our  benefit 
(Romans  8:28).  No  sacrifice  is  too 
great  nor  any  detail  too  difficult  for 
him  to  handle  in  order  that  our  needs 
might  be  met  (Philippians  4:19). 

Many  friendships  are  formed  on  the 
basis  of  social  position,  vocational 
aspirations,  or  economic  conve- 
niences but  it  is  not  that  way  in 
developing  a  friendship  with  Jesus.  It 
was  said  of  Christ  that  He  was  "a 
friend  of  tax-gatherers  and  sinners" 
(Matthew  11:19,  NASB).  These  were 
not  exactly  the  elite  of  His  day.  But 
this  did  fit  well  with  His  plans,  for  He 

I  ~l 

Jesus  should  be  the 
Christian's  closest,  most 
intimate  friend. 


came  to  "seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost"  (Luke  19:10,  NASB).  What 
a  joy  it  is  to  know  Jesus  will  accept 
any  repentent  sinner  as  His  friend 
whatever  the  racial,  educational, 
economic,  or  social  status.  Jesus' 
sphere  of  friends  enocompassed  both 
Nicodemus  and  the  Samaritan 
woman,  both  Matthew,  the  tax  collec- 
tor and  John,  the  fisherman. 

Very  few  individuals  will  ever  have 
a  close  relationship  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  But  every  Chris- 
tian can  have  the  privilege  of  a  daily, 
minute  by  minute  friendship  with  the 
most  important  person  in  the 
universe.  It  would  be  a  rare  opportuni- 
ty to  discuss  world  affairs  with  Presi- 
dent Reagan,  but  it  is  a  special 
privilege  to  talk  with  our  friend  Jesus 
about  our  earthly  life  and  eternal 
things. 

A  prize  winning  definition  in  one 
publication  listed  a  friend  as  "the  one 
who  comes  in  when  the  whole  world 
has  gone  out."  What  a  treasure  when 
we  have  an  associate  such  as  that. 
There  are  few  who  will  stick  with  us 
through  thick  and  thin,  "but  there  is 
a  friend  who  sticks  closer  than  a 
brother"  (Proverbs  18:24,  NASB). 


God  has  said,  "I  will  never  desert 
you,  nor  will  I  ever  forsake  you" 
(Hebrews  13:5,  NASB).  As  a  pastor, 
one  at  times  experiences  the  depths 
of  loneliness.  Sometimes  there  is  no 
one  in  which  to  confide,  no  one  to 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  to  discuss 
matters,  or  to  receive  direction. 

It  is  probably  during  these  times 
that  Jesus'  presence  and  friendship  is 
more  keenly  felt  than  any  other.  The 
Christian  is  never  alone.  Jesus  is 
always  with  us,  no  matter  what  the 
circumstances.  What  a  tremendous 
blessing  to  have  the  constant  presence 
of  a  friend  of  the  magnitude  as  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  world  so  full  of  loneliness 
and  devoid  of  true  and  lasting  friend- 
ships. When  adversity  seems  to  be 
destroying  even  the  foundations  on 
which  one  has  built  his  life,  the 
realization  that  Jesus  is  with  us 
brings  great  relief.  With  His  presence 
comes  assurance  of  victory,  "A  friend 
loves  at  all  times,  and  a  brother  is  born 
for  adversity"  (Proverbs  17:17,  NASB). 

A  close  intimate  friend  is  one  in 
whom  we  can  share  confidences 
knowing  they  will  not  violate  our 
trust.  Such  a  friend  is  Jesus.  We  can 
take  our  burdens  to  Him  knowing  He 
is  interested  and  will  respond.  Jesus 
encouraged  us  to  do  this  very  thing 
when  He  said,  "Come  to  Me,  all  who 
are  weary  and  heavy-laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest"  (Matthew  11:28,  NASB). 

Too  often  Christians  have  the 
theology  (in  practice  if  not  verbally) 
that  "God  helps  those  who  help 
themselves."  The  reality  is  that  apart 
from  Jesus  we  can  do  nothing  (John 
15:5).  We  are  incapable  of  handling 
even  the  simplest  problems  correctly 
without  His  help.  But  with  His  help, 

I  3 

To  really  build  a  friend- 
ship is  to  spend  time  in 
prayer  with  Him. 

even  when  there  is  no  other  friend, 
"nothing  is  impossible"  (Luke  1:37). 
When  the  load  is  too  heavy  for  even 
our  most  intimate  friends  to  help  us 
carry  Jesus  is  there.  He  is  able  to 
"sympathize  with  our  weaknesses" 
because  He  "has  been  tempted  in  all 


A  friend  is  someone 
with  whom  you 
laugh,  cry,  and  con- 
fide. Have  you  ever 
thought  of  doing  that 
with  Jesus? 
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things  as  we  are."  Our  friend  Jesus  en- 
courages the  Christian  to  "draw  near 
with  confidence  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
that  we  may  receive  mercy  and  may 
find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need" 
(Hebrews  4:16,  NASB). 

A  real  friend  is  one  who  is  con- 
cerned about  another's  welfare  and 
will  seek  to  build  them  up,  not  tear 
them  down.  What  better  friend  is 
there  than  Jesus?  He  gave  His  life  for 
the  Christian  that  He  might  "sanc- 
tify" and  "cleanse"  us  (Ephesians 
5:25-26).  His  Holy  Spirit  dwells  in  us 
to  guide  us  (I  Corinthians  6:19)  and  He 
has  given  us  the  Word  of  God  to  in- 
struct us  (II  Timothy  2:15). 

The  book  of  Proverbs  makes  it  clear 
that  the  cultivation  of  wrong  relation- 
ships can  bring  disaster  while  the 
cultivation  of  good  relationships  may 
bring  success  to  one's  life.  The  cultiva- 


We  cannot  be  friends 
with  Jesus  until  we 
know  Him. 


tion  of  our  friendship  with  Jesus  will 
surely  bring  success  to  our  lives 
because  His  purpose  is  that  we 
"should  be  holy  and  blameless  before 
Him  in  love"  (Ephesians  1:4,  NASB). 

How  do  you  develop  a  personal 
friendship  with  Jesus  Christ?  Any 
friendship  must  begin  by  establishing 
a  relationship.  We  cannot  be  friends 
with  Jesus  until  we  know  Him.  Many 
people  know  about  Him,  but  knowing 
Him  is  quite  different. 

When  Nicodemus  approached 
Jesus,  he  knew  about  Him  but  when 
he  left  he  knew  Jesus  as  Savior  and 
Lord  (John  3).  Zacchaeus  sought  to 
see  Him  because  he  knew  about  Him 
but  before  the  day  was  over,  the  tax 
collector  knew  Him  as  Savior  and 
Lord  (Luke  19:1-10). 

Friendship  with  Jesus  must  begin 
on  this  level  of  establishing  a  relation- 
ship with  Him.  This  can  only  be  done 
by  accepting  Him  as  Savior  and  Lord 
(John  1:12). 

It  would  be  nice  in  the  development 
of  our  friendship  with  Jesus  if  some 
magic  formula  could  be  used  to  quick- 


ly bring  this  friendship  to  full  maturi- 
ty. In  human  relationships,  time  is  a 
factor  in  developing  a  good  solid 
friendship  and  this  is  also  true  in 
human-divine  relationships.  There 
are  no  short  cuts  in  developing  our 
friendship  with  Jesus  but  there  are 
some  basic  principles  every  Christian 
can  follow  that  will  produce  a  fantastic 
relationship  with  the  Son  of  God. 

The  first  principle  is  to  learn  all  you 
can  about  Jesus  .  .  .  study  the  Bible. 
Jesus  said  the  Scriptures  testify  of 
Him  (John  5:39)  and  that  is  true  of 
both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  So- 
meone has  said  "a  friend  is  one  who 
knows  all  about  you  and  still  loves 
you."  Deep  and  abiding  friendships 
are  built  on  knowledge  and  trust. 
Each  day  of  Bible  study  strengthens 
the  bond  between  Christ  and  the 
Christian.  Each  Bible  fact  about  Jesus 
brings  an  immense  trust  and  a 
greater  appreciation  of  God's  love  for 
us.  Bible  study  consumes  time  and  is 
hard  work,  but  like  a  friend  who  is 
worth  the  time  and  effort,  Jesus  is 
deserving  of  both. 

"Ye  are  my  friends,  if  you  do  what 
I  command  you"  (John  15:14,  NASB). 
Obedience  is  a  critical  principle  to 
developing  a  good  friendship  with 
Jesus.  We  cannot  obey  if  we  don't 
know  His  commands,  (that's  where 
Bible  study  is  important)  and  we  can- 
not be  friends  if  we  do  not  obey.  For 
the  young  Christian,  it  is  the  Romans 
7  syndrome  that  so  often  stifles  obe- 
dience, "For  that  which  I  am  doing,  I 
do  not  understand;  for  I  am  not  prac- 
ticing what  I  would  like  to  do,  but  I  am 
doing  the  very  thing  I  hate"  (Romans 
7:15,  NASB).  The  more  mature  Chris- 
tian very  often  willfully  commits  sins 
of  commission  or  of  omission, 
"Therefore,  to  one  who  knows  the 
right  thing  to  do,  and  does  not  do  it, 
to  him  it  is  sin"  (James  4:17,  NASB). 

In  each  case,  a  lack  of  obedience 
prevents  a  real  development  of  our 
friendship  with  Jesus.  The  answer  is 
found  in  I  John  1:9  as  we  confess  our 
sins  before  God,  repent  of  them  and 
turn  from  them  to  obedience  to  God's 
Word. 

One  of  the  greatest  joys  of  friendship 
is  just  to  spend  time  in  conversation 
with  friend.  To  really  build  a  friend- 
ship with  Jesus  is  to  spend  time  in 


prayer  with  Him.  He  explains  in  John 
15  that  the  apostles  are  more  than  ser- 
vants, they  are  friends.  In  John  16,  He 
stresses  the  great  provisions  of  prayer 
He  has  made  for  them.  It  is  a  great  joy 
to  be  able  to  talk  with  Jesus  about  our 
deepest  needs  and  know  He  will  res- 
pond (John  16:24). 

Few  friends  can  bear  our  deepest 
concerns  or  allay  our  distressful  anx- 
ieties but  Jesus  can  and  does  (Philip- 
pians  4:6-7).  Each  time  we  meet  pro- 
duces a  greater  love  for  Him  and  a 
deeper  faith  in  Him.  Each  answered 
prayer  bonds  the  friendship  closer 
and  encourages  the  visits  to  become 
more  frequent.  The  cost  is  always 
there  -  time  and  effort,  but  Jesus  is 
worth  it.  He's  our  friend. 

A  real  friend,  a  close  friend,  will 
sacrifice  for  you  without  counting  the 
cost.  Jesus  has  done  it  for  us.  We 
should  do  it  for  Him  (Romans  12:1-2). 
Commitment  is  the  thing  that  bonds 
friends  together.  Each  is  pledged  to 
the  other's  ultimate  good.  We  cannot 
be  bound  to  the  world  and  devoted  to 
a  friendship  with  Jesus  at  the  same 
time  (I  John  2:15-17). 

A  commitment  to  a  friend  will  cost 
time,  money,  and  energy.  It  always 
does.  A  commitment  to  Jesus  will 
cost.  It  will  be  sacrificial  (Romans 
12:1).  Yet,  another  friend  like  Jesus  is 
impossible  to  find.  The  sacrificial 
pledge  it  takes  to  develop  a  fantastic 
friendship  with  Him  is  worth  the  cost. 

Friends.  Each  is  important  and  no 
one  can  afford  to  lose  one.  But  to  be 
friends  with  Jesus  is  joy  unspeakable 
.  .  .  and  well  worth  the  cost,  hcr^ld 


Home  Mission  pastor  Charles  Davis  was 
saved  at  the  Sacramento.  Calif..  Grace 
Brethren  Church  while  it  was  still  a  Home 
Mission  point.  He  has  led  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church.  Ocala.  Florida  for  nearly 
a  year,  and  pastored  Grace  Brethren  con- 
gregations in  Brookville.  Ohio;  Okeechobee. 
Florida;  and  Fort  Lauderdale.  Florida.  He 
and  his  wife,  Millie,  have  two  children. 
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esus  Christ  --  The  Son  of  God, 
King  of  Kings,  the  Messiah.  Many 
names  have  been  ascribed  to  God's 
son  who  was  born  in  a  humble  stable 
in  Bethlehem  nearly  2,000  years  ago. 
But  perhaps  the  most  familiar  term  to 
most  Christians  is  the  personal  one  - 
my  Lord. 

Jesus  Christ  means  many  things  to 
many  people.  This  Christmas  season, 
we  asked  several  Home  Mission  per- 
sonnel to  share  what  Christ  means  to 
them. 


** 


JESUS 

There's  Just  Something 
About  That  Name 


esus,  to  me,  means  having 
the  privilege  to  suffer  for  Him.  Peter 
put  it  so  well  in  his  first  epistle,  'For 
you  have  been  called  for  this  purpose, 
since  Christ  also  suffered  for  you,  leav- 
ing you  an  example  for  you  to  follow 
in  his  steps'  (2:21)  .  .  .  'for  you  were 
called  for  the  very  purpose  that  you 
might  inherit  a  blessing'  (3:9)  ...  'if 
you  should  suffer  for  the  sake  of 
righteousness,  you  are  blessed'  (3:14). 
I  am  glad  I  live  in  America  where  the 
general  sentiment  is  toward  Christian 
principles,  and  like  others,  I  am  glad 
my  suffering  is  limited.  But,  I  am  also 
thankful,  like  Paul,  that  He  considers 
me  worthy  to  share  in  His  suffering.  I 
am  glad  Jesus  has  given  me  oppor- 
tunities to  suffer  for  Him.  It  affords  me 
just  a  taste  of  His  agony  for  me.  Thank 
you  Lord  for  dying  for  my  sin,  'the  just 
for  the  unjust,'  in  order  to  bring  me  to 
God!  May  you  give  me  grace  to  'do 
right  until  the  stars  fall'  (Dr.  Bob  Jones 


St.);  and  when  I  suffer  for  it,  help  me 
to  patiently  endure  it,  finding  favor 
with  God." 

-  Kurt  Miller 

Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

Palm  Harbor,  Florida 
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aul  was  a  brilliant, 
educated  man,  a  student  and  a 
teacher.  But,  when  he  met  the  Lord 
and  was  called  into  a  preaching 
ministry  for  His  Savior,  he  counted 
everything  as  loss.  His  driving  force 
and  only  goal  was  to  know  Christ  and 
to  make  Him  known.  His  testimony, 
found  in  Philippians  3:8-10,  describes 
exactly  the  way  I  feel  about  my  call  to 
the  ministry  after  27  years  in  educa- 
tion: 'More  than  that,  and  I  count  all 
things  to  be  loss  in  view  of  the  sur- 
passing value  of  knowing  Christ  Jesus 
my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  suffered  the 
loss  of  all  things,  and  count  them  but 
rubbish  in  order  that  I  may  gain 
Christ,  and  may  be  found  in  Him,  not 
having  a  righteousness  of  my  own 
derived  from  the  Law,  but  that  which 
is  through  faith  in  Christ,  the 
righteousness  which  comes  from  God 
on  the  basis  of  faith,  that  I  may  know 
Him,  and  the  power  of  His  resurrec- 
tion and  the  fellowship  of  His  suffer- 
ings, being  confirmed  to  His  death.' 
Paul  also  understood  that  he  was 
created  by  Christ  and  the  Savior  ex- 
pected him  to  be  diligently  about  the 
Father's  business  in  giving  the  gospel 
to  as  many  people  as  possible  while 
he  had  the  opportunity.  Since  Christ 
has  called  me  to  pastor  a  church,  and 
He  will  be  operating  in  me  and 
through  me,  good  works  will  be  pro- 


duced while  I  walk  with  Him:  'For  we 
are  His  workmanship,  created  in 
Christ  Jesus  for  good  works,  which 
God  prepared  beforehand,  that  we 
should  walk  in  them'  (Eph.  2:10)." 

-  Donald  A.  Garlock 

Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

Altavista,  Virginia 


it 
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hree  truths  stand  out 
when  I  consider  my  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ. 

First,  He  is  my  "full  gospel."  I  was 
raised  a  Roman  Catholic  where  salva- 
tion was  a  conglomerate  of  the 
church,  the  sacraments,  works,  and  so 
forth.  Now,  I  know  Jesus  Christ  is  100 
percent  sufficient.  He,  alone,  is  able  to 
completely  reconcile  me  to  God  the 
Father. 

Second,  He  is  truly  God.  Battling 
the  Jehovah  Witness  influence  here  in 
Saratoga  Springs,  NY  has  caused  me 
to  appreciate  the  Deity  of  Jesus  Christ 
even  more.  When  I  get  the  opportuni- 
ty from  the  pulpit,  I  shout  it:  Jesus 
Christ  is  God!' 

Third,  what  a  blend  of  character 
traits  He  has!  The  mixture  that  has 
always  amazed  me  is  His  boldness 
and  compassion.  He  did  not  balk  at 
facing  religious  apostasy  head-on,  or 
at  confronting  people  with  their 
spiritual  need.  On  the  other  hand,  He 
sincerely  'felt'  for  people.  Courage  and 
compassion  are  two  attributes  I  con- 
stantly pray  for  in  my  life.  They  are 
'musts'  for  a  Home  Mission  Pastor." 

--  Chet  Sparzak 

Pastor,  Grace  Brethren  Church 

Saratoga  Springs,  New  York 
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Hustle,  bustle.  Hurry, 
scurry.  It's  that  time 
of  year  when 
activities  almost 
overshadow  the  real 
meaning  of  the 
season. 


Keeping  Christ 

In  Christmas 


by  MICHAEL  ROCKAFELLOW 


F 

^b  or  r 


or  many  individuals,  December 
is  a  favorite  time  of  year,  not  necessari- 
ly because  of  the  seasonal  changes  or 
special  beauty  associated  with  the 
month,  but  because  it  is  when  we  as 
God's  people  recall  the  very  special 
events  which  led  to  the  miracle  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  Christ.  Yet,  many  will 
also  recognize  this  as  a  special  fami- 
ly time.  There  is  lots  to  do,  places  to 


go,  presents  to  purchase  and  share, 
food  to  eat,  joy  and  love  to  be 
expressed  and  received.  The  list  goes 
on. 

This  holiday  season  millions  of  peo- 
ple will  celebrate  the  season,  enjoy  the 
activities,  and  never  once  think  about 
Jesus  Christ.  The  world  will  go  forth 
in  it's  own  way  and  take  no  thought 
of  the  real  reason  why  there  is  so 
much  joy  and  happiness. 

If  you  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  know  Him  as  your  per- 
sonal Savior,  making  Christ  the  focus 
of  this  time  of  year  is  important. 

The  arrival  of  Jesus  into  the  world 
as  the  virgin  born  Son  of  God  was  the 
fulfillment  of  numerous  Old  Testa- 
ment prophecies.  (See  Micah  5:2; 
Hosea  11:1;  Jeremiah  31:15; 
Deuteronomy  18:15-19;  34:10;  II 
Samuel  7:12,13;  Isaiah  7:14;  11:1;  8:14; 
25:9;  28:16;  56:1;  62:2;  46:13;  9:1,2.) 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  divine 
time  table  brought  about  the  exact 
fulfillment  of  these  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, plus  many  more,  when  Jesus 
was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea. 

In  order  to  have  a  God  that  would 
understand  us  as  people  and  be  able 
to  identify  with  our  human-ness,  he 
would  have  to  become  man.  That  is 
what  God  did  when  Jesus  was  born. 
Hebrews  4:15  states  that  God  knows 
what  we  go  through  because  He  was 
here  on  Earth.  He  faced  the  reality  of 
life  as  we  know  it.  When  we  face  great 
temptations  and  difficulties,  our  Lord 
is  already  aware  of  what  we  must  deal 
with.  Comments  that  you  make  in 
prayer  to  the  Lord  are  understood  by 
Him. 

Jesus,  by  His  own  testimony,  came 
to  give  His  life  a  ransom  for  many 
(Mark  10:45).  He  would  do  this  for  the 
benefit  and  spiritual  need  of  all  peo- 
ple. The  price  Jesus  eventually  paid 
on  the  cross  would  never  have  taken 
place  had  He  not  been  born. 

Some  have  tried  to  deny  the  en- 
trance of  God  (Jesus)  into  the  main 
stream  of  humanity  and  by  doing  so, 
explain  away  the  monumental 
significance  of  His  unique  birth. 
Despite  their  efforts,  history  records 
the  event  through  the  calculation  of 
time;  before  the  birth  of  Jesus,  time 
is  denoted  as  B.C.  and  after  His  birth 
A.D 
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As  you  keep  Christ  in  Christmas, 
you  are  a  constant  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  Jesus  did  come.  The  Gospels 
in  the  New  Testament  make  it  clear 
that  Jesus  lived,  taught,  and  revealed 
God  to  the  world.  Christ-Messiah  is 
God  in  the  flesh  and  when  we  present 
that  truth,  some  will  hear  and  be 
challenged.  Should  we  allow  Christ  to 
be  dropped  or  omitted  at  Christmas, 
we  lose  our  impact  upon  the  world. 
This  we  cannot  afford  to  do! 
Therefore,  we  must  allow  the  birth  of 
the  Christ  child  to  have  its  full  affect 
upon  our  lives  and  in  turn  the  lives  of 
others. 

How  can  we  keep  these  priority 
areas  in  mind  when  we  are  caught  up 
in  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the 
Christmas  season?  Perhaps  for  the 
child  of  God  this  is  not  the  easiest 


Christmas  is  really  a 
birthday  celebration  for 
one  person  -  Jesus 
Christ. 

question  to  answer.  There  are  no 
doubt  Grace  Brethren  people  who 
know  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas 
as  opposed  to  what  the  world  would 
teach  us  from  a  secular  vantage  point. 

If  we  keep  our  minds  focused  on  the 
fact  that  Christmas  is  really  a  birth- 
day celebration  for  one  person,  Jesus 
Christ,  then  we  are  on  our  way  in 
keeping  Christ  in  our  Christmas. 

In  our  home  having  a  birthday  is  a 
special  occasion.  It  is  a  day  to  savor 
with  extra  privileges,  royal  treatment, 
and  a  favorite  meal.  The  rest  of  the 
family  caters  to  the  birthday  person. 
Apply  these  considerations  to  Jesus 
and  His  birthday  and  you  maintain  a 
balance  in  celebrating  Christmas. 
Once  it  is  understood  that  Jesus  is  the 
center  and  focus  of  the  season  and  He 
alone  is  the  important  individual, 
many  other  activities  will  fit  into  their 
proper  place.  Christian  families  strug- 
gle with  this  priority.  That  is  why  the 
church  can  be  helpful  in  setting 
priorities  and  assisting  families  within 
the  congregation. 

To  make  this  more  meaningful  and 
to  personalize  the  giving  attitude  of 


Christmas,  you  could  share  meals 
with  some  individuals  who  are  not 
normally  in  your  home.  Or,  you  could 
deliver  a  meal  to  a  particular  family 
that  you  know  would  be  encouraged 
by  such  a  demonstration  of  Christian 
love.  The  key  is  to  do  the  project  as  a 
family  and  to  talk  about  why  it  is  be- 
ing done. 

Secondly,  it  would  be  proper  and 
right  for  the  family  to  do  selective 
study  and  sharing,  perhaps  as  part  of 
the  family  devotion  time,  on  the 
prophecies  of  Christ's  birth  in  the  Old 
Testament.  Reading  and  discussing 
the  many  Scriptures  helps  children  to 
realize  the  Bible  can  be  a  most 
helpful,  as  well  as  current,  book.  In 
doing  this  particular  exercise,  it  is  im- 
portant to  discuss  the  particular 
prophecy,  put  it  into  a  proper  context, 
then  show  from  the  Gospels  just  how 
that  particular  Scripture  was  fulfilled. 
One  practical  method  that  would  help 
in  this  project,  would  be  to  create  an 
advent  calendar.  List  the  prophecies 
and  their  fulfillment  for  a  given  day. 
With  smaller  children,  parents  must 
be  careful  not  to  overdo  the  amount 
of  Scripture  covered.  However,  for 
older  children,  this  can  be  a  very 
profitable  time. 

Along  with  the  study,  there  is  room 
for  singing  songs  that  help  emphasize 
the  truths  being  learned.  Since  we 
want  our  focus  to  be  on  Christ,  use  ap- 
propriate music.  This  would  also  be 
a  fine  time  to  talk  about  the  melodies 
and  words  heard  in  the  world  in  con- 
trast to  what  we  use  in  our  homes  and 
churches  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

If  as  a  parent  we  are  able  to 
demonstrate  to  our  children  how  the 
Bible  is  God's  special  book  and  that 
it  does  contain  God's  Word,  it  will  be 
a  great  encouragement  to  our 
children. 

One  Grace  Brethren  congregation 
combines  several  of  these  ideas.  As  a 
church  family,  they  present  a  "live" 
manger  scene  for  several  days  during 
this  time  of  year.  Various  individuals 
take  their  turn  as  they  portray  the 
birth  of  Jesus.  No  one  escapes  the 
meaning  and  purpose  of  Christmas  in 
that  congregation!  Community 
residents  drive  by  to  see  the  scene  and 
learn  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas, 
particularly  if  they  stop  and  talk. 
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Have  you  considered  having  your 
very  own  manger  scene  in  your 
home?  Today  ceramic  pieces  or 
figures  may  be  purchased,  painted, 
and  placed  in  a  creche  to  bring  the 
birth  of  Jesus  into  a  daily  visible 
reminder  for  you  and  your  guests. 
And  as  you  decorate  your  home,  be 
sensitive  to  the  fact  that  many 
Christmas  decorations  and  or- 
naments say  little  or  nothing  about 
Jesus.  Try  to  make  everything  count 
as  a  positive  testimony  for  the  Lord. 

Thirdly,  as  a  family  it  would  be  pro- 
per and  right  to  do  something  extra 
special  for  another  family  in  the  name 


We  dare  not  loose  Christ 
in  Christmas. 


of  Jesus.  It  seems  that  we  as  believers 
often  become  more  involved  in  the 
struggle  for  materialism  in  the  world 
and  at  Christmas  we  may  experience 
the  full  weight  of  this  dilemma. 

Often  it  seems  that  by  the  time  all 
the  gifts  are  purchased,  there  is  a 
huge  debt  to  be  paid.  Some  are  left 
with  big  bills  because  the  world  has 
won,  rather  than  the  Lord.  How 
special  it  is  when  as  a  family,  you  are 
able  to  help  another  family.  This  may 
be  someone  in  your  church,  neigh- 
borhood, or  community.  When  you 
engage  in  this  type  of  activity,  the  em- 
phasis shifts  from  getting  to  giving 
and  that  indeed  is  the  heart  of 
Chrismas. 

We  sometimes  have  trouble  dis- 
tinguishing between  how  much  a  gift 
costs  and  the  fact  that  time  and 
thought  went  into  a  gift.  Christian 
families  become  confused  at  this  very 
point.  Don't  allow  Christmas  to 
become  a  financial  burden  for  you  or 
your  family.  Set  a  budget  for  gifts  and 
stick  to  it! 

If  you  would  like  to  discover  where 
your  children  are  in  their  understand- 
ing of  all  this,  pose  the  following  to 
them:  "How  much  money  should  we 
save  back  and  not  spend  on  ourselves, 
but  rather  help  another  family?" 
Answers  to  this  will  go  a  long  way  in 
helping  you  know  where  your  family 
members  are  in  these  areas. 


There  are  those  who  have  practiced 
these  activities  on  a  regular  basis  and 
it  seems  these  special  times  of  giving 
and  sharing  have  been  remembered 
most.  Perhaps  this  shouldn't  be  a  big 
surprise  to  us,  since  we  know  our  ac- 
tions and  deeds  will  out-live  our 
words. 

All  of  this  will  hopefully  bring  us 
and  our  families  to  the  point  that  we 
truly  understand  giving  is  more  im- 
portant than  receiving.  At  Christmas, 
thank  God  for  His  gift  to  us,  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ,  who  went  to  the  cross  at 
Calvary  and  gave  His  life  so  the  penal- 
ty of  sin  could  be  paid  in  full.  As  a 
result  the  greatest  gift  of  all  is  offered, 
free  of  charge,  at  no  cost  to  all  who 
believe  -  salvation  and  eternal  life 
(Ephesians  2:8-9). 

Christmas  is  a  beautiful  time  to 
discover  where  those  in  your  family 
are  in  their  own  personal  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ.  The  atmosphere  of 
the  season  makes  it  appropriate  to 
renew  ones  commitment  to  Jesus  or 
accept  God's  free  gift  of  salvation  and 
eternal  life. 

The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  carries 
over  into  every  life,  regardless  of  age. 
That  is  why  we  dare  not  loose  Christ 
in  Christmas.  God  loved  us  enough  to 
send  His  only  begotten  Son,  we  can- 
not forget  the  event  that  allowed  God 
to  be  present  among  men  in  such  a 
special  way. 

The  Christmas  season  is  now  upon 
us.  All  of  that  hustle  and  bustle,  hurry 
here,  hurry  there,  take  this,  do  that, 
will  call  for  our  time  and  attention.  It 
will  be  a  struggle,  yet  it  is  important 
that  we  take  the  time  to  keep  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  focus,  for  "He  is  the 
reason  for  the  season."  herald 


Veteran  Grace  Brethren 
minister  Michael  Rocka- 
fellow  has  led  the  Grace 
Brethren  Church.  London. 
Ohio,  since  early  1986.  Prior 
to  arriving  in  the  central 
Ohio  community.  he 
pastored  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  at  Elizabethtown. 
Penn..  and  has  also  ministered  at  Warsaw 
and  Flora.  Ind.  He  and  his  wife.  Bonnie, 
have  three  children. 
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Here's  a  skit  that  will  help  announce 
and  introduce  a  WMC  meeting  to  your 
church.  It  was  written  by  Miriam 
Pacheco  to  announce  the  first  meeting 
of  the  year  at  the  Winona  Lake  Grace 
Brethren  Church.  You  could  use  it  to 
encourage  ladies  to  attend  a  special 
meeting  or  just  to  let  the  church  know 
that  all  women  are  invited. 

Make  the  skit  as  dramatic  (and  fun- 
ny) as  possible  by  using  background 
organ  music  (like  old  radio  shows  us- 
ed) that  swells  and  diminishes  as  call- 
ed for.  Perhaps  the  three  ladies  could 
each  stand  in  front  of  a  microphone 
that  says  "WMC"  and  have  on 
headsets.  The  announcer  could  be 
male  or  female  and  be  offstage  so  just 
the  voice  is  heard. 

Announcer:  And  now.  (music  swells) 
from    our    studios    in    the    Grace 

Brethren  building  on street 

in  beautiful  downtown ,  be- 
fore a  live  audience,  station  WMC 
brings  you  another  exciting  episode  in 
radio's  longest  running  saga  (music 
swells),  "Either  I  Am  or  I'm  Not!" 
(music  swells) 

Today's  story  begins  as  Dee  goes  to 
her  mailbox  and  sees  her  friend  Mag- 
gie walking  down  the  street. 
Dee:  (shout  very  loud)  HEY,  MAGGIE! 
Announcer:  Oh.  by  the  way,  Maggie 
is  three  blocks  away. 

(Organ  plays  fast  music) 

Maggie:  (breathlessly)  Hi,  Dee.  Que 

pasa? 

Dee:  Maggie,  I'm  just  going  over  to  see 

my   new   neighbor,    AnnieSueEllen- 

Delila,  and  invite  her  to  WMC. 

Maggie:  AnnieSue  Who? 

Dee:   AnnieSueEllenDelila,   the   gal 

who  was  going  to  move  in  about  a  year 

ago. 

Maggie:  Oh,  yeah,  I  remember.  What 

took  her  so  long? 

Dee:  She  had  trouble  making  up  her 

mind  if  she  really  wanted  to  move  or 

not. 


(Organ  plays  walking  music,  then 
doorbell) 

Dee:  Hi,  AnneSueEllenDelila. 
Annie:  Well,  hi  there. 
Maggie:  Is  Delila  your  last  name? 
Annie:  Oh,  no.  It's  the  end  of  my  first 
name. 

Dee:  Meet  my  friend  Maggie.  We'd  love 
for  you  to  come  to  our  Women's  Mis- 
sionary Council  meeting  Tuesday 
night.  We  sing  and  pray  together  and 

Maggie:  (cuts  in)  Is  that  all: 
Annie:    Oh,    no.    The    rest    of  it   is 
KarlaMariaJoannHelenLeonaBarba- 
raLeeMaxine. 

Maggie:  My  folks  just  couldn't  decide. 
Dee:  About  WMC  -  we  emphasize  get- 
ting to  know  missionaries  personally 
so  it's  easier  to  pray  for  their  specific 
needs.  And  it's  the  best  way  to  know 
how  to  minister  to  them. 
Maggie:  Is  that  it? 
Annie:  Oh,  no.  My  last  name  is 
Gugenheimernoodleschwartz. 
Dee:  No,  that's  not  all  it  at  WMC 
either!  Our  Bible  studies  are  brief  and 
helpful  --  this  year  on  how  our  emo- 
tions are  a  gift  from  God.  And  we  have 
a  great  time  getting  together  in  a  large 
group  or  our  smaller  circles;  we  work 
together  to  plan  and  carry  out 
projects. 

How  about  it,  AnnieSueEllenDelila? 
Come  with  us. 

Annie:  Well.  (Organ  music  swells) 

either  I  am  or  I'm  not. 

(Organ  swells  and  fades  and  plays 
under  announcer.) 

Announcer:  Tune  in  Tuesday  at  7 
p.m.  to  the  next  episode  and  find  out 
if  AnnieSueEllenDelila  KarlaMaria- 
Jobl-bl-bl-find  out  if  you-know-who 
decided  to  be  a  part  of  this  ministry 
to  our  local  women  as  well  as  to  mis- 
sionaires  around  the  world  ...  or 
(organ  music  swells)  did  she  decide 
to  miss  out  on  this  opportunity? 
(Music  stops) 

(secretive)  Maybe  here's  a  clue  - 
Tuesday's  script  is  entitled  "I'll  Do  It!" 
(Organ  music  swells  and  ending 
music  is  played.) 


Will  Your  Children  Remain  Faithful  in 
Church? 

If  both  parents  attend  regularly, 
75%  of  their  children  remain  faithful. 

If  only  the  father  attends  regularly, 
55%  of  the  children  remain  faithful. 

If  only  the  mother  attends  regular- 
ly, 15%  of  the  children  remain 
faithful. 

If  neither  father  or  mother  attend 
regularly,  only  6%  remain  faithful. 

Think  about  he  influence  you  and 
your  family  have  on  your  children. 


OFFERING 
Grace  Schools 


Goal:  $8,ooo 

Deadline: 

Send  before  March  10,  1987 

Our  project  for  Grace  Seminary  is 
to  help  computerize  the  secretarial 
staff.  Our  funds  will  enable  the 
secretaries  to  have  computer  sta- 
tions that  will  greatly  aid  in  their 
work. 

National 
SMM  Offering 

Goal:  $7,000 

Deadline: 

Send  before  March  10,  1987 

This  offering  goes  toward  the  SMM 
Girl  of  the  Year  Scholarship  and  the 
sponsorship  of  Miss  Sue  Rike.  Direc- 
tor of  SMM.  We  suggest  a  minimum 
of  $3.00  a  year  per  member. 
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Walking 
Talking 

with 

Jesus 


by  SHARI  SMITHWICK 


I 


was  introduced  to  Jesus  as  my 
Savior  when  I  was  a  little  child,  but 
not  until  I  was  in  my  30's  did  I  meet 
Him  as  a  friend. 

When  we  came  to  Alaska  nine  years 
ago,  in  just  a  short  time,  I  realized  that 
my  God  wasn't  very  real.  And  the  part 
I  made  real  was  a  God  who  didn't  like 
me  very  much,  certainly  wasn't  ever 
pleased  with  me,  and  was  just  waiting 
to  "do  me  in  for  any  wrong." 
Forgiveness  wasn't  a  part  of  my  God. 

One  day  I  was  visiting  at  a  friend's 
home.  I  sensed  she  had  a  relationship 
with  God  that  seemed  so  close,  so  in- 
timate and  precious.  We  began  talk- 
ing about  God.  She  spoke  of  Jesus  as 
someone  who  came  to  see  her  every- 
day, in  fact.  He  lived  with  her.  As  we 
were  talking  she  sensed  her  God  was 
not  my  God  --  that  more  than 
anything,  I  feared  my  God.  She  said 
to  me,  "Shari,  don't  you  talk  with 
Jesus?"  I  said,  "Well,  I  pray,  but  I  don't 
feel  much  closeness.  I  try  to  say  the 
right  words,  but  I'm  not  at  ease  with 
Him  at  all."  She  said,  "But,  Shari.  He's 
your  friend  He  loves  you.  He  wants  to 
spend  time  with  you,  and  longs  for 
you  to  talk  with  Him.  Do  you  talk  with 
Him,  and  listen  to  what  He  says  to 
you?"  I  said,  "Well,  He's  God  -  I  go  to 
Him  with  HELP  prayers,  but  to  just  sit 
down  and  have  a  conversation  like 
we're  doing  now  -  No,  I  don't.  I  only 
do  that  with  close  friends."  She  said. 


"Well,  Jesus  came  to  die  for  us  --  to 
become  our  way  to  God  Himself. 
When  we  allow  Him  to  pay  the  penal- 
ty of  our  sin,  and  we  turn  from  our 
rebellion,  He  becomes  our  dearest 
friend!  We  can  share  everything  with 
Him.  He's  just  waiting  for  us!" 

The  picture  that  was  painted  for  me 
that  day  of  Jesus  was  something  I 
longed  for  -  I  needed  a  Savior  I  wasn't 
afraid  of,  but  I  realized  a  lifetime  of 
learning  would  have  to  be  undone. 
Somehow,  I  had  gotten  the  wrong  con- 
cept of  God,  and  I  would  need  to  know 
the  real  God.  Something  I  didn't  know 
that  day  was  that  God  wasn't  in  a 
hurry.  He  had  a  lifetime  and  eternity 
to  teach  me  to  know  Him.  I  just  need- 
ed to  desire  Him.  If  I  would  seek,  He 
would  be  found! 

I  remember  when  I  left  her  house, 
I  began  talking  to  Jesus  out  loud  in 
the  car.  My  words  were  simple,  like  I 
would  talk  to  my  best  friend.  It  was 
just  me  telling  Him  how  I  felt  -  that 
I  would  like  to  be  His  friend,  and  share 
my  most  intimate  thoughts  with  Him. 
At  that  time  I  was  so  lonely  for  what 
had  been  and  now  was  struggling  so 
with  the  changes  in  my  life.  I  didn't 
"barge"  into  the  "throne  room"  - 1  had 
been  "invited." 

That  day  began  a  precious  friend- 
ship between  the  God  of  Creation  and 
Shari.  I  had  no  idea  that  a  month  later 
I  would  have  a  broken  back,  I  would 
no  longer  be  strong  physically,  I  would 
have  to  learn  to  live  with  pain,  I  would 
fight  and  struggle  so  hard  to  keep  the 
power  of  my  own  life  instead  of  allow- 
ing Jesus  to  lead  me.  I  didn't  realize 
Jesus  and  I  were  beginning  a  long 
road  of  "growing  up"  -  Him  prying 
"little  girl  hands"  from  my  eyes  to  the 
reality  of  "walking  through"  instead 
of  "around"  the  trials  of  my  life.  I 
didnt'  realize  either  the  tremendous 
joy  and  peace  that  He  would  bring  as 
I  opened  up  my  fists  to  Him  -  and  oh, 
forgiveness  -  I  had  so  much  to  be 
forgiven  of.  Of  course,  He  had  forgiven 
me,  but  He  was  teaching  me  to  forgive 
myself. 

That  was  seven  years  ago  -  what  is 
now?  The  "walk"  continues  today, 
and  on  toward  eternity.  The  growing 
continues;  sometimes  in  joy,  but 
many  times  in  brokenness.  I  realize 
now  that  there  is  no  where  I  could  go. 


no  loss  so  great  nor  brokenness  so 
complete,  that  Jesus  wouldn't  be  able 
to  walk  me  through  it. 

In  the  past  couple  years,  I  have  had 
some  grief  that  I  realized  that  I  could 
not  walk  through.  Then  He  picked  me 
up  and  carried  me  -  I  looked  behind 
and  there  was  only  one  set  of  foot- 
prints. How  can  there  be  such  bless- 
ing out  of  brokenness  -  all  Jesus 
wants  is  that  we  "lend  our  pieces"  to 
Him  --  He  will  be  praised  and 
worshiped!! 

I  love  Him.  I  could  not  live  without 
Him.  How  precious  that  "in  the  cool 
of  the  evening"  He  longs  to  walk  with 
me!!  How  precious  that  the  God  and 
creator  of  the  universe  is  my  personal 
friend,  and  that  being  my  friend 
makes  Him  no  less  Holy,  hcrjld 


Becoming 
His  Friend 


Verses  describing  this  relationship: 
John  15:12-15;  Luke  7:33,35;  I  John 
1:6;     James     4:4;      Isaiah     41:8; 
Exodus  33:11. 

Questions  to  consider: 

1.  On  a  scale  of  1-10,  with  10  being  op- 
timum, how  would  you  evaluate  your 
friendship  with  Christ?  What  kind  of 
friend  are  you  to  Him? 

2.  During  a  typical  day,  how  often  do 
you  spontaneously  talk  to  Jesus,  out- 
side of  structured  times  of  prayer? 

3.  Do  you  find  yourself  having  times 
of  silence  before  Christ  -  listening  for 
His  response  -  or  are  your  conversa- 
tions one-sided? 

4.  During  quiet  moments,  when  you 
are  relaxed  and  your  mind  begins  to 
wander,  where  does  it  go?  What 
dominates  your  thoughts?  (Our 
thoughts  usually  focus  on  objects  of 
our  greatest  affection.) 

5.  Recall  the  last  time  you  came  to 
Christ  not  to  ask  for  something,  but 
simply  to  share  your  feelings  and  to 
discuss  your  life.  How  often  does  that 
happen? 
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DIVISION 

WINNER,  DISTRICT  PLACE 

SCHOLARSHIP  DONOR 

AMOUNT 

Interpretive  Scripture  Memory 

Tara  Smith,  W.Penn  1st 

Ken  Russell  Memorial 

$150.00 

Bible  Quizzing 

Leslie  Kuhn,  S.OH  2nd 

Grace  College 

$  50.00 

1st  Place  Quiz  Team: 

Southwest, 

Teen  Challenge  Speaker 

Chris  Harris,  S.OH  1st 

National  Ministerium 

$500.00 

Coach:  Janelle  Friesen 

Ricky  Viar,  VA  2nd 

National  Ministerium 

$350.00 

Members: 

David  Mares 
Lee  Apodoca 

Teen  Evangelist  Speaker 

J.T.  Stackler.  NEO  2nd 

GBC  Christian  Education 

$350.00 

Amy  Salazar 
Shari  Friesen 

Teen  Teacher 

Sherry  Guyer,  W.Penn  1st 
Rosalyn  Leather,  MAD  2nd 

H.  Etling  Memorial  (CE) 
H.  Etling  Memorial  (CE) 

$175.00 
$  75.00 

Steve  Friesen 

(First  place  team  members  each  receive  a  $500  scholarship 

Original  Art  -  Best  of  Show 

Linda  Locke,  S.OH  1st 

Grace  College 

$100.00 

to  Grace  College  or  the  team  may  apply  to  use  the  funds  for 

a  trip  to  a  mission  poi 

It.) 

Original  Art  -  Painting 

Steven  Friesen,  SW  1st 
Scott  Thomas.  MAD  2nd 

2nd  Place  Quiz  Team: 

North  Central  Ohio, 
Coach:  Floyd  Waggoner 

Original  Art  -  Drawing 

Jorie  DeYoung,  IN  1st 
Polly  Hicks.  (N  2nd 

Members: 

Stephani  Ault 
Tim  Cleveland 
Aaron  Friar 

Original  Art  -  Photography 

Polly  Hicks.  IN  1st 
Deb  Bates,  NW  2nd 

Nathan  Sorg 
Danny  Treler 
John  Van  Zwieten 

Original  Art  --  Crafts 

Linda  Locke,  S.OH  1st 

(Second  place  team  members  each  receive  a  $25  gift  cer- 

Christian Writing 

Ttinka  Keers,  FL  1st 

Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Co. 

$125.00 

tificate  donated  by  the  Herald  Bookstore.) 

Amy  Keith,  W.Penn  2nd 

All-Star  Quizzers:    I.  Charolotte  Kendall,  MAD 

Original  Poetry 

Shari  Friesen,  SIV  1st 

Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Co. 

$125.00 

2   Darlene  Kear,  NEO 

Scott  Thomas,  MAD  2nd 

3   Shari  Friesen,  SW. 
4.  Steve  Friesen,  S.W. 

Piano  Solo 

Renee  Wlllard,  N.Atl.  1st 
Christ!  Fox,  NEO  2nd 

Grace  College 
Grace  College 

$250.00 
$125.00 

All-Star  Quizzees  each  r 

5    Bill  Matthews,  E.Coast  FL 
'ceive  a  $500  scholarship  from  Grace 

Instrumental  Solo 

Chrissy  Brezeale,  N.Atl.  1st 
Cyndi  Hoy,  IN  2nd 

Grace  College 
Grace  College 

$250.00 
$120.00 

College. 
Spitshine  Award 

Instrumental  Ensemble 

Hoy/Miller,  IN  1st 
Knepper/Knepper,  N.Atl.  2nc 

(Best  Team  Outfits): 
Quiz  Coach  of  1986: 

South  Florida 

Bill  Willhite,  Ghent  Grace 

PreZuned  Instrumental  Solo 

James  Reed,  S.Cal'Ariz.  1st 
David  Garland,  VA  2nd 

Grace  College 

$250.00 

SMM  Girl  of  the  Year 

Brethren  Church.  Roanoke.  VA 
Pam  Tolbert.  S.Ohio.  Troy  GBC 

Vocal  Solo  I  -  Men 

Patrick  McAdoo,  MAD  1st 

David  Tittle  Memorial 

$100.00 

SMM  1st  Runner-up 

Annette  Miller,  IN,  Winona 

Vocal  Solo  I  -  Women 

Michelle  Leverenz,  NCO  1st 
Linda  Locke.  S.OH  2nd 

Leila  Polman  Memorial 
Leila  Polman  Memorial 

$100.00 
$  50.00 

SMM  2nd  Runner-up 

Lake  GBC 

Michele  Moon,  Allegheny. 

Vocal  Solo  II  -  Men 

Daniel  Hostetler.  NW  1st 
Tyrone  Simpson,  IN  2nd 

Leo  Polman  Memorial 
Leo  Polman  Memorial 

$100.00 
$  50.00 

Laurel  Mountain  GBC 

Vocal  Solo  II  -  Women 

Bethanie  Tanner,  IN  1st 

Grace  College 

$100.00 

Large  Vocal  Ensemble 

Doree  Light,  N.Atl.  2nd 
"Glory,"  MAD  1st 

Grace  College 

$  50.00 

National  Achievement  Competition  is  an  incentive 

program  to  help  Grace 

"His  Workmanship,"  N.Atl.  2nd 

Brethren  youn 

g  people 

develop  skills  and  talents  for  local  church  ministries. 

Through  local  church,  district. 

and  then  national  competition,  participants 

Youth  Choir 

"WLGBC  Choir,"  IN  1st 

polish  skills  in  drama. 

music,  writing,  art.  sports,  and 

even  in  communicating 

"Transformed,"  N.Atl.  2nd 

spiritual  challenges. 

It's  a  great  program  that  not  only  honors  their  efforts. 

but  also  proves  valuable 

Small  Vocal  Ensemble 

"Infinite  Praise,"  N.Atl.  1st 

in  the  growth 

and  development  of  the  contestants'  ministry  skills. 

Tanner/Tanner,  IN  2nd 

NAC  Sports 

Puppetry 

West  Pennsylvania,  1st 

Southern  Ohio,  2nd 

Guys 

Basketbal 

Northeast  Ohio 
Southern  Ohio 

Dramatic  Arts  -  Small 

Northern  Atlantic,  1st 

North  Central  Ohio,  2nd 

Girls  Basketball 

Northeast  Ohio 

Northwest 

Dramatic  Arts  -  Large 

Southern  Ohio,  1st 

Mid-Atlantic,  2nd 

Mixec 

Volleybal 

Northeast  Ohio 

Northern  Atlantic 

Choral  Reading 

Northwest,  1st 

Guys 

Basketball 

Player  of  1986         Shawn  Kelly,  W. 

Penn 

Mim  elC  lowning 

East  Coast  Florida,  1st 

Northern  Atlantic,  2nd 

Girls  Basketball 

Player  of  1986         Debbie  Christner,  NEO 

Media 

Susan  Casteel,  Suncoasl  Florida,  1st                          Mixec 

Volleyball  Player  of  1986         Rich  Wonders,  N.Atl. 
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A  missionary 
challenges  us  to  have 
a  burning  desire  to 
love  and  obey  Jesus 
Christ  in  all  areas  of 
our  lives. 


Choosing  To 

Make  Christ 

Involved  In 

AU  Areas  Of 

Your  life 


by  ROGER  PEUGH 


T 

Ahe 


he  "dedication  average"  in  the 
ranks  of  Christians  seems  to  lie 
somewhere  far  below  the  norm  of  that 
total  commitment  our  Lord  suffered  to 
win  from  us.  Christ  gave  everything  -- 
EVERYTHING  --  to  buy  us  from  the 
slave  market  of  sin  and  a  self-centered 
life. 

Most  professing  followers  of  the 
King  of  all  kings,  at  least  here  in  the 
non-persecuted  West,  seem  quite 
satisfied  to  squeak  by  with  somewhat 
regular  church  attendance,  plus  ap- 
pearances at  a  few  special  events  if 
they  are  flashy  enough. 

Just  contrast  the  number  at  a 
Christian  musical  evening  with  the 
size  of  a  serious  inductive  Bible  study 
group.  To  be  sure,  many  non- 
Christians  will  go  to  an  "evangelistic" 
concert,  but  the  distressing  fact  re- 
mains that  of  perhaps  1000  Chris- 
tians attending,  far  less  than  half  are 
"able  to  fit  it  into  their  week"  to  dig 
seriously  into  God's  Word,  either  per- 
sonally or  with  others. 

Also  compare  the  size  of  the  morn- 
ing worship  crowd  with  those  who  res- 
pond to  the  call  to  prayer.  A  national- 
ly known  evangelical  church  I  heard 
of  with  over  1000  Sunday  worshipers 
normally  had  less  than  50  at  midweek 
prayer. 

This  is  not  reason  for  the  praying 
minority  to  be  smugly  arrogant.  In- 
stead all  of  us  should  be  ringing  the 
alarm  that  such  great  numbers  claim- 
ing to  be  blood-bought  seem  so  indif- 
ferent to  our  heavenly  King.  Any  car 
engine  firing  on  less  than  half  of  its 
cylinders  would  get  immediate 
attention. 

Think  what  could  happen  if  sud- 
denly the  indifference  of  so  many 
could  be  changed  into  a  burning  first- 
love  for  Christ!  Do  our  hearts  yearn  for 
this? 

Hebrews  12:1-2  outlines  five  prac- 
tical guidelines  for  finding  our  way 
back  to  our  risen  Lord.  We  will  prob- 
ably need  to  follow  them  daily  in  order 


. 
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to  maintain  Him  at  the  control  center 
of  our  lives.  This  passage  leads  us  to 
observe  the  example  of  Christ  as  He 
kept  His  and  our  Father  intimately  in- 
volved and  in  charge  of  everything! 


SELF-DENYING  SACRIFICE 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  wrote  long 
ago  what  modern  systems  analysts 
have  more  recently  restated,  that  a 
clear  definition  of  the  problem  is  over 
half  the  solution.  Self-promotion  is  the 
problem  and  self-denial  is  the  obvious 
answer.  Our  Lord,  of  course,  had  no 
sin  to  cast  off,  but  He  did  have  a  self 
to  deny. 

We  may  imagine  this  to  have  been 
an  easy  matter  for  the  Son  of  God,  but 
the  Gospels  reveal  that  to  do  so  He  had 
a  life  and  death  struggle  with  the 
powers  of  darkness.  Perhaps  the 
recognition  that  any  attempt  we  make 
to  deny  ourselves  will  be  met  by  fierce 
satanic  opposition  is  a  good  starting 
block  for  our  race. 

The  battle  of  self-denial  we  fight  is 
in  casting  off  our  "encumbrances" 
and  "sins."  The  former  are  probably 
not  evil  things  in  themselves.  Our 
Lord  called  them  the  "cares  of  this 
world  and  the  deceitfulness  of 
riches"in  the  parable  of  the  sower. 

Keeping  food  on  the  table  and  house 
and  home  together  can  take  control  of 
us.  Success  at  work  can  mean  far 
greater  time  in  the  "cares"  than  is 
really  necessary,  and  likely  more  than 
our  Lord  ever  intended.  Money  of 
course  isn't  sinful,  but  the  lure  of 
weekend  pleasures  affordable  because 
of  a  promotion  has  trapped  more  than 
one  former  Sunday  School  teacher. 

We  are  also  to  get  rid  of  the  sins 
which  so  easily  ensnare  us.  They 
might  be  the  ugly  immoral  variety 
gossiped  about  over  coffee  or  the  "less 
harmful"  stuff  like  that  third  piece  of 
cake  or  a  slight  exaggeration  in  report- 
ing the  number  of  decisions  made  at 
VBS  or  TV  programs  we  should  have 
turned  off,  even  some  good  ones! 

Let's  not  overlook  the  secret  habits 
we  know  full  well  are  sin.  They  have 
to  go  (every  encumbrance  and  all 
sin!)  if  we  are  serious  about  our  com- 
mitment to  follow  hard  after  Christ, 
opening  every  chamber  to  Him. 


ONGOING  FAITHFULNESS 

Jesus  didn't  quit,  and  we're  told  to 
study  carefully  His  example  of  en- 
durance so  we  won't  either.  It's  so  easy 
to  cop  out  when  hard  days  come  and 
our  plans  fall  apart.  Add  some  scorn- 
ing ridicule  from  enemies  or,  even 
more  devastating,  unjust  criticism 
from  friends  of  the  Cross,  and  it 
becomes  far  more  attractive  to  stop 
laying  aside  those  burdens  and  sinful 
habits  and  let  our  intense  love  for  Him 
wane. 

Giving  up  is  not  a  spiritual  gift,  even 
though  we  may  formulate  a  detailed 
list  of  fine  sounding  justifications  for 
tossing  in  the  towel.  Race  fatigue, 
resting  on  past  victories,  and  "others 
can  do  it  so  much  better"  are  but  a  few 
of  the  mind  games  played  so  we  can 
take  a  padded  spectator's  bench 
beside  the  track.  But  having  chosen 
to  follow  Him,  we  are  not  to  halt  or 
turn  back.  That's  far  easier  said  than 
done,  but  He  has  told  us  the  way. 


WORSHIPFUL  CONCENTRATION 

This  is  "looking  unto  Jesus."  Where 
we  look  determines  where  we  go.  Run- 
ning south  while  looking  north  has 
caused  many  a  broken  leg  or  bashed 
head.  We  cannot  hope  to  experience 
anything  but  agony  without  making 
the  moment-by-moment  choice  to 
concentrate  on  our  Lord  in  all  His 
glory. 

Sound  a  bit  super-spiritual?  I  used 
to  think  so,  too,  until  I  had  to  put  this 
into  practice  just  to  "remain  afloat" 
while  going  through  a  deep  crisis  in 
my  life.  There  I  learned  that  "looking 
unto  Jesus"  is  more  real  than 
potatoes  and  gravy. 

Study  Christ  in  the  Book,  perhaps 
starting  with  the  Gospels.  Read  aloud, 
if  necessary,  in  order  to  block  out  all 
other  thoughts.  How  did  He  think? 
What  was  His  character?  How  did  He 
treat  His  enemies,  the  sufferers,  those 
close  friends?  A  host  of  other  ques- 
tions and  observations  will  surface. 
Then  pray  for  His  strength  to  enable 
you  to  put  everything  learned  into 


If  we  Christians  really 
understood  all  that 
Jesus  has  done  for  us, 
we  would  give  Him 
the  best  we  have.  We 
would  totally  abandon 
ourselves  to  Him. 
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Roger  Peugh  and  his  wife 
Nancy  are  our  pioneer  mis- 
sionaries in  West  Germany. 
Roger  now  serves  as  Euro- 
pean Area  Director  and  Ger- 
many Field  Superinten- 
dent. The  Peughs  live  and 
minister  in  the  city  of  Stutt- 
gart. Their  children.  Philip. 

Ryan.  Lamar,  and  Lynae.  are  a  great  source 

of  joy  in  their  lives. 


your  own  shoe  leather,  making  His 
character,  actions  and  speech  pat- 
terns your  own. 

INTENSE  MINISTRY 

Get  into  the  race  intending  to  win! 
There's  no  competition,  however,  be- 
tween the  "thirty,  sixty  and  hundred- 
folders."  Each  is  to  run  the  best  he  can 
in  his  own  lane.  It's  the  intensely  ac- 
tive part  of  Christian  living  and  there 
do  not  seem  to  be  very  many  runners 
today  giving  it  all  they  have.  This  is 
racing  with  abandon,  praying  like 
Christ  prayed,  loving  as  He  loved, 
serving  the  same  as  He  did,  confron- 
ting like  He  had  to,  and  forgiving  with 
that  tenderness  which  radiated  from 
Him. 

Like  Christ,  constant  personal 
evangelism  should  mark  us,  with  or 
without  the  spiritual  gift.  Here  is  our 
Lord's  burden  to  establish  churches 
on  the  whole  planet  -  realizing  that 
most  streets  in  other  countries  have 
pitifully  fewer  spiritual  streetlights 
than  ours.  Many  have  none. 

Christ  did  it  all,  literally  to  the  bit- 
ter end.  We  will  have  to  as  well,  some 
of  us  at  home,  others  at  work  or 
school,  and  a  few  at  the  church  elder 
board  meeting. 

REWARDING  JOY 

Our  Lord  set  "the  joy"  before  His 
eyes  of  unbroken  intimate  fellowship 
with  His  Father.  Indescribable  is  our 
feeling  as  we,  while  straining  with  bit- 
terly hard  terrain  in  the  race,  learn  to 
know  Him  better.  And  just  think, 
Heaven's  ahead! 

The  world  offers  fun  by  the  hour  but 
our  Lord  overwhelms  us  with  an  il- 
logical joy  that  sustains,  even  during 
chemo-therapy,  a  forced  job-change, 
the  death  of  a  child  or  church  strife, 
renewing  our  strength  to  keep  on 
running. 

Choosing  to  put  Christ  in  charge  of 
everything  is  really  the  only  logical 
response  we  have,  seeing  the 
greatness  of  His  sacrifice  for  us.  It's 
also  our  single  choice  if  we  claim  to 
be  obedient,  for  if  we  love  Him,  won't 
we  eagerly  do  what  he  expects? 

Oh,  Lord,  please  help  us  daily  to 
want  to  cast  off  our  selfish  weights 
and  sins,  in  order  to  worship  and  obey 
You  as  You  so  deeply  desire.  AMEN! 


by  EARL  FUTCH 


B 


OOM!  POW!  POP!  PSST- 
BOOM!  It  sounds  like  the  fourth  of  Ju- 
ly, but  it  isn't. 

What  surprises  our  visitors  to 
Argentina  is  the  celebration  of 
Christmas  (Navidad)  in  the  land  of  the 
Southern  Cross.  The  recently  arrived 
from  North  America  would  be  sur- 
prised and,  yes,  even  shocked  at  some 
of  the  differences  he  would  see  bet- 
ween the  Christmas  he  knows  at 
home  and  that  of  Argentina. 

Argentines  do  have  a  green 
Christmas  but  not  because  of  the 
commercialization  of  the  holiday.  Liv- 
ing on  the  opposite  side  of  the  equator 
gives  us  a  Christmas  that  is  often  one 
of  the  hottest  days  of  the  year 
(90°-98°).  But  let's  take  our  visitor 
through  some  of  the  differences  in  the 
celebration  of  an  important  holiday  of 
the  year. 

As  a  visitor  walks  through  the 
streets  of  Buenos  Aires  or  any  one  of 
the  major  cities,  he  will  be  inclined  to 
forget  that  it  is  Christmas  time.  There 
are  no  carols  being  played  in  the 
stores  as  the  shoppers  hurry  to  do  last 
minute  buying.  The  streets  and  store 
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fronts  lack,  for  the  most  part,  the 
bright  decorations  to  which  he  is  ac- 
customed in  the  States. 

Gift  giving  is  different.  Some  gifts 
are  exchanged,  but  they  are  very  in- 
significant in  dollar  value.  Some  ex- 
amples are  small  toys  for  the  children 
and  handkerchieves  or  scarves  for 
adults.  Sometimes  the  gifts  are 
"souvenirs"  of  the  occasion:  a  statue 
of  baby  Jesus,  an  angel,  the  Virgin 
Mary  or  one  of  the  "saints". 

In  Grace  Brethren  Churches  God's 
gift  to  mankind,  His  Son  the  Lord 
Jesus,  is  presented  as  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  gifts  (John  3:16)  and  not  just 
a  reminder  of  a  national  holiday. 

There  is  a  special  time  for  gift  giv- 
ing in  Argentina  and  that  is  the  Day 
of  the  Wisemen  (Dia  de  los  Reyes), 
January  6.  This  represents  the  day 
the  Wisemen  came  to  Bethlehem.  The 
children  leave  grass  and  water  for  the 
camels  and  pair  of  shoes.  The 
Wisemen,  in  turn,  leave  a  gift  in  the 
shoes.  This  is  also  the  day  for  giving 
larger,  more  significant  gifts,  such  as 
a  first  bicycle  or  a  motorcycle. 

The  Christmas  tree  is  used  about 
the  same  as  it  is  in  the  U.S.  although 
not  normally  as  elaborate.  The 
manger  scene  is  very  popular. 

On  Christmas  Eve  (la  noche  buena) 
our  visitor  will  be  given  a  real  treat. 
The  food  is  very  much  the  same  - 
turkey,  nuts,  salads,  fruits,  even 
though  all  of  this  is  considered  food 
for  wintertime.  He  will  also  be  pleased 
at  the  strong  emphasis  on  the  family. 


All  are  gathered  waiting  for  the  stroke 
of  midnight.  At  that  time  the  children 
are  rushed  to  another  room  while  the 
gifts  are  placed  under  the  tree  and 
then  all  gather  round  to  open  the  gifts 
and  begin  the  "fiesta". 

They  have  been  waiting  for  this 
hour  to  remember  the  birth  of  baby 
Jesus  (El  Nino  Dios),  but  this  is  the  on- 
ly connection  Jesus  has  with 
Christmas.  In  a  Catholic  society 
Christ  is  often  mentioned  in  all  of  the 
media  as  well  as  everyday  conversa- 
tion, but  He  is  remembered  as  a  babe 
in  a  manger,  a  man  on  a  cross,  or  a 
dead  man  in  a  tomb. 

At  Christmas  time  Jesus  is  little 
more  than  a  dream  to  the  Catholic 
mind  as  they  have  an  image  of  Him  in 
history  that  has  no  real  connection 
with  their  personal  life.  Some  do  not 
have  Him  in  mind  at  all.  Although  He 
is  called  the  Son  of  God,  He  is  thought 
of  only  as  a  babe  at  that  time  of  year 
and  is  not  given  the  place  of  impor- 
tance that  belongs  to  Him  and  Him 
alone. 

As  our  visitor  attends  an  Argentine 
Grace  Brethren  church  at  Christmas 
time,  he  will  probably  be  surprised  at 
what  seems  like  Easter  messages  on 
the  wrong  date.  There  is  a  great  need 
to  emphasize  the  redemptive  work  of 
Christ  in  the  Christmas  story  in  order 
to  change  many  years  of  wrong  infor- 
mation about  the  Christ  Child.  We 
must  let  the  Argentines  know  that  He 
came  to  save  that  which  is  lost" 
(Matthew   16:25).  If  that  is  not  ac- 


Grace  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries in  Argentina 
are  attempting  to 
change  many  years  of 
wrong  information 
about  the  Christ 
Child. 


complished,  we  have  left  them  with 
their  Catholic  mindset  and  they  con- 
tinue to  know  very  little  about  the  per- 
son and  work  of  Jesus  the  Savior. 

The  principal  reason  that  they 
know  very  little  about  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  His  redemptive  work  is  the  em- 
phasis the  Catholic  Church  places  on 
that  which  is  more  important  for 
them:  the  "Holy  Sacraments",  the 
"Worship  of  Mary,"  and  "Sacred  Tradi- 
tion". Jesus  is  never  given 
preeminence  in  their  teaching. 

Our  visitor  now  will  return  to  his 
home  church  with  a  greater  burden 
for  the  people  of  Argentina.  He  will 
also  encourage  his  congregation  to 
pray  more  specifically  for  the  work  in 
that  needy  land:  that  the  missionaries 
will  be  able  to  demonstrate  holy  lives: 
that  an  effective  door  be  opened  to  us 
to  better  reach  the  multitudes  that 
don't  know  the  Christ  of  Christmas; 
and  that  the  Lord  will  raise  up  more 
laborers  from  among  those  who  do 
know  Him  in  order  to  establish  His 
Church  in  Argentina,  herald 


1 
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Earl  Futch  and  wife  Lita 
have  been  serving  Argentina 
since    1979.    They    live    in 
Buenos  Aires  and  are   in- 
volved in  contact  making, 
discipleship,     and    Bible 
classes  which  lead  to  church 
planting.  Earl  is  field  super- 
intendent for  Argentina. 
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by  JOEL  CURRY 


V 

W     en 


Take  my  life  and  let  it  be 

Consecrated,  Lord,  to  Thee; 

Take  my  hands  and  let  them  move 

At  the  impulse  of  Thy  love. 

At  the  impulse  of  Thy  love. 


erses  to  hymns  such  as  this 
seem  to  just  come  to  mind  after  one 
talks  to  Dave  and  Sue  Guiles. 

One  thing  striking  about  them  is 
that  the  commitment  expressed  in 
these  old  familiar  lines  seems  real  in 
their  lives. 

Dave  will  graduate  from  Grace 
Theological  Seminary's  master  of 
divinity  program  in  May.  At  26,  he  is 
also  full-time  associate  pastor  at  the 
Community  Grace  Brethren  Church 
in  Warsaw,  Indiana.  He  and  Sue,  who 
is  working  on  her  degree  at  Grace  Col- 
lege, are  parents  of  active  two-year-old 
twin  sons,  with  another  child  ex- 
pected in  May. 

Dave  entered  the  seminary  in  1982 
intending  to  complete  the  master  of 
divinity  program  in  the  prescribed 
three  years.  But  it  did  not  work  out 
that  way.  The  two  did  not  believe  they 
should  quit  serving  in  the  local 
church  just  because  of  seminary  time 
pressures.  They  decided  that  they 
were  available,  even  if  it  meant  addi- 
tional time  to  complete  seminary 
studies.  As  a  result  they  have  been  at 
Grace  two  years  longer  than  they  first 
planned. 


The  couple's  service  at  Communi- 
ty Grace  Brethren  Church  actually 
began  one  year  before  Dave  entered 
the  seminary.  While  Dave  and  Sue 
were  attending  Grace  College,  some 
young  people  at  church  needed  help 
to  prepare  for  a  music  competition, 
and  they  were  asked  to  assist.  It  wasn't 
a  big  or  glorious  job  by  human  stan- 
dards. But  it  needed  to  be  done,  and 
they  were  available. 

That's  an  important  philosophy  to 
Dave  and  Sue. 

"I  was  always  taught  to  do  what  the 
Lord  gives  me  to  do  -  to  take  every  op- 
portunity and  then  do  the  best  possi- 
ble," Dave  explains. 

There  were  lots  of  other  little  jobs  to 
be  done.  As  time  passed,  they  were 
given  more  and  more  responsibility. 
Eventually,  Dave  was  offered  a  part- 
time  youth  pastorate.  That  job  grew 
from  20  to  30  hours  a  week,  and  then, 
in  1983,  to  full  time. 

"Initially,  we  were  both  a  little 
frustrated  about  Dave  having  to  cut 
back  to  part-time  status  at  the 
seminary,"  reflects  Sue.  "But  looking 
back,  we  both  realize  that  it  was  not 
only  necessary  for  the  ministry,  but 
also  for  us.  Facing  the  joys  and 
challenges  in  the  church  has  added  a 
lot  to  our  lives." 
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"It  will  be  good  to  finally  graduate 
in  May,"  Dave  adds.  "However,  I 
wouldn't  change  a  thing  about  the  last 
four  years  --  nothing  at  all.  We  have 
both  learned  so  much.  There  have 
been  times  when  I  have  literally  left 
after  a  class  and  within  the  hour  ap- 
plied something  I  learned  there." 

Take  my  feet  and  let  them  be 

Swift  and  beautiful  for  Thee; 

Take  my  voice  and  let  me  sing 

Always,  only,  for  my  King, 

Always,  only,  for  my  King. 

Dave  is  busier  now  than  ever  before. 
"Frankly,  it's  a  challenge  --  the  final 
year  of  seminary  classes,  time  for  the 
family,  needs  of  the  church,  my  own 
daily  quiet  time.  But  these  are  all 
dimensions  of  our  lives  that  the  Lord 
has  given  us,  and  we  are  glad  for 
them. 

"God  gives  us  a  whole  series  of 
priorities.  Right  now,  for  us  that 
means  family,  church,  and  school.  He 
wants  us  to  learn  to  juggle  them  and 
to  determine  daily  the  things  that  we 
need  to  accomplish  to  do  His  will." 

They  do  not  regard  the  time 
pressure  as  a  problem.  The  pressures 
are  challenges  .  .  .  opportunities  to 


learn  how  to  better  serve  the  Lord 
after  they  launch  out  into  a  new 
ministry  later  this  year.  They  meet  the 
challenges  creatively,  holding  each 
other  accountable  for  daily  quiet  time 
with  the  Lord,  for  instance,  and  reser- 
ving at  least  three  evenings  a  week 
strictly  for  themselves  and  the  twins, 
Daniel  and  Jonathan. 

Originally  planning  to  enter  a 
pastorate  in  this  country,  they  have 
chosen  a  different  path.  In  September, 
they  will  leave  for  Argentina  as  part 
of  a  church-planting  ministry  there 
under  the  auspices  of  Grace  Brethren 
Foreign  Missions. 

Take  my  lips  and  let  them  be 
Filled  with  messages  for  Thee; 
Take  my  silver  and  my  gold  ■- 
Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold, 
Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold. 

"We  could  easily  stay  in  the  United 
States  after  seminary  graduation,  but 
we  are  young  and  adaptable,  and 
there  is  such  a  tremendous  need  for 
church  planting  overseas,"  says  Dave. 

"Frankly,  I  believe  the  busy  life  we 
have  led  here  has  done  as  much  as 
anything  to  prepare  us  for  this  work," 
he  adds.  "I  can't  imagine  anything 
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worse  than  being  on  a  foreign  field 
and  for  the  first  time  having  to  learn 
about  personal  accountability  and 
managing  a  tight  schedule." 


Take  my  love  --  my  God,  I  pour 

At  thy  feet  its  treasure  store; 

Jake  myself  and  1  will  be 

Ever,  only,  all  for  Thee, 

Ever,  only,  all  for  Thee. 


Dave  and  Sue  Guiles  are  the  pro- 
ducts of  godly  models.  Dave's  family 
moved  to  Winona  Lake  when  Dave 
was  just  seven  years  old  so  that  his 
father,  then  age  30,  could  attend 
Grace  to  prepare  for  the  pastorate. 
That  commitment  left  a  permanent 
impression  on  young  Dave.  Pastorates 
in  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  followed. 
Ron  and  Irene  Guiles,  Dave's  parents, 
are  now  involved  in  a  church  planting 
ministry  in  Texas. 

Sue  comes  from  a  large  family  in 
rural  Pennsylvania,  where  her  father 
was  a  lay  pastor.  At  her  sister's  urg- 
ing, she  attended  Grace  College. 
There,  she  met  her  future  husband. 

It's  not  just  in  the  home  where  they 
have  been  influenced  by  godly 
models.  "I  am  very  appreciative  of  the 
godliness  we  have  seen  right  here," 
Dave  says.  "I  call  that  'education-plus.' 
We  have  benefited  immeasurably 
from  our  involvement  with  the  church 
and  Grace  -  and  from  our  interaction 
with  many  of  the  profs  as  we  see  them 
serving  in  the  local  church. 

"It'll  be  hard  to  leave  the  church 
here,"  he  adds  after  a  pause.  "The 
close  friendships  we  have  developed 
through  the  church  have  been  a  real 
source  of  personal  joy  for  us.  But  we 
know  we  have  been  called.  This  new 
ministry  is  another  dimension  of  our 
lives  that  God  has  provided. 

"We  want  to  do  what  the  Lord  has 
given  us  to  do.  We  want  to  be  prepared 
for  it  and  do  it  the  best  way  we  can." 

Ever,  only,  all  for  Thee, 
Ever,  only,  all  for  Thee. 
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Joel  Curry  is  Director  of  Information 
Services  at  Grace  College  and  Theological 
Seminary  and  is  a  student  in  the 
seminary's  master  of  divinity  program. 
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NEWS  UPDATE 


Grace  Brethren  Fellowship  News 

Indiana,  Winona  Lake:  Rodeheavor 

Auditorium  in  Winona  Lake  was  filled 
nearly  to  its  capacity  the  morning  of 
October  10  for  the  inaugural  ceremonies 
for  the  fourth  president  in  the  history  of 
Grace  Schools. 

Dr.  John  J.  Davis,  who  first  joined  the 
Grace  faculty  in  1963,  stood  before  the 
audience  of  students,  faculty,  and 
guests  as  Grace  Trustees  Chairman  Rev. 
Jerry  R.  Young  conducted  the  short 
induction. 

Responding  to  Young's  charge  to  him, 
Dr.  Davis  stated  that  he  reaffirms  his 
trust  in  God  for  ultimate  strength  in 
discharging  his  duties  as  president  of 
the  institution. 

"Of  special  consequences  to  me  in 
the  administration  of  Grace  Schools," 
Davis  said,  "is  taking  the  spiritual 
dimensions  of  its  heritage  seriously. 
These  institutions  were  founded  on  faith 
and  have  grown  by  faith.  The  dynamic 
of  the  future  rests,  I  firmly  believe,  on 
identifiable  commitment  to  faith  by  the 
entire  academic  community." 

Dr.  Davis  noted  that  the  nation  is 
quickly  becoming  one  of  technical 
specialists,  but  with  little  responsibility 
for  human  affairs  or  spiritual  values. 

"The  consequences  of  that  tradition 
are  all  too  obvious  even  to  the  most 
casual  of  observers,"  he  said.  "But  it  is 
that  very  crisis  that  makes  the  educa- 
tional experience  exciting  and  worth 
whatever  sacrifices  are  necessary.  It  is 
against  this  backdrop  that  I  accept  the 
presidency  of  Grace  Schools  with  en- 
thusiasm and  expectation." 

Wheaton  College  President  Dr. 
Richard  Chase  gave  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress, stressing  the  integration  of  faith 
and  leadership,  as  well  as  the  commit- 
ment that  the  president  of  a  Christian 
institution  of  higher  education  must 
bring  to  the  task. 

"I  have  often  thought  how  it  is  that 
those  who  do  not  have  a  commitment 
to  the  Lord  endure,  because  I  think  that 


is  one  of  the  strengths  that  is  ours,  be- 
ing involved  in  academic  administra- 
tion," Dr.  Chase  said. 
New  Mexico,  Counselor:  Citing  the  con- 
tinued growth  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Navajo  Mission  at  Counselor,  N.  Mex. 
and  desiring  the  ministry  to  continue 
beyond  its  present  boundaries,  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Grace  Brethren 
Home  Missions  Council,  Inc.,  has  ap- 
proved the  separate  incorporation  of  the 
New  Mexico  work  under  the  name  The 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Ministries,  Inc. 
The  change  will  be  effective  January  1. 

Since  1947,  the  work  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Grace  Brethren  Churches  in  Nava- 
joland  has  grown  and  prospered  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Council.  As  an  in- 
tegral of  the  Council's  church  planting 
program  in  North  America,  the  Mission 
has  expanded  its  facilities  and  acreage, 
enhanced  its  educational  and  church- 
planting  programs,  and  enlisted  the 
prayer  and  financial  support  of 
thousands  of  individuals  across  the 
nation. 

The  Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Ministries, 
Inc.  will  operate  as  a  wholly-owned, 
wholly-controlled  subsidiary  of  the 
Council.  It  will  continue  to  benefit  from 
the  Council's  directorship,  management, 
and  supporting  services.  A  voting 
member  of  the  Council  will  be  entitled 
to  vote  in  the  annual  corporation 
meeting  of  GBNM,  which  will  be  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  Council's  own  annual 
corporation  session  during  national  con- 
ference. (This  is  the  same  relationship 
currently  held  by  the  Grace  Brethren  In- 
vestment Foundation,  Inc.) 

The  basic  objective  in  the  change  is 
to  see  the  ministries  in  Navajoland  grow 
and  prosper.  The  Navajo  are  the  largest 
Indian  tribe  in  the  United  States  and  oc- 
cupy a  reservation  in  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico  greater  in  area  than  many  in- 
dependent nations.  The  enormous  task 
of  reaching  them  for  Christ  demands  a 
corporate  structure  with  the  capacity  to 
encompass  future  obejectives  and 
involvement. 

Rev.  Larry  Wedertz  will  continue  to 
serve  as  Mission  Superintendent  with 


responsibilities  for  the  activities  and  ef- 
fectiveness of  the  work,  including  the 
K-12  school  and  church  planting  efforts. 
A  new  logo  has  been  designed  to  be 
used  by  the  new  corporation.  Reflecting 
the  varied  ministries  of  the  work,  the 
faces  of  a  Navajo  adult  and  a  child  are 
carved  into  the  side  of  a  typical 
southwestern  mesa.  The  logo  will  be 
used  on  letterhead,  signs,  and  other 
promotional  materials. 


New  Mexico,  Counselor:  Officials  at  the 
Grace  Brethren  Navajo  Mission, 
Counselor,  N.  Mex.  anticipate  beginning 
construction  this  spring  on  the  Angie 
Garber  Missionary  Residence.  Designed 
by  Missionary  Tech  Team,  of  Longview, 
Tex.,  the  building  will  meet  a  desperate 
need  for  both  long-  and  short-term  staff 
housing  at  the  Mission. 

The  new  facility  has  been  named  in 
honor  of  Angie  Garber,  a  long-term  mis- 
sionary who  has  ministered  faithfully  at 
the  Mission  for  more  than  30  years. 

Space  has  been  at  a  premium  for 
many  years  at  the  Mission  and  quarters 
are  generally  small  and  aging.  As  part 
of  the  Garber  Missionary  Residence  pro- 
ject, existing  facilities  will  be  upgraded 
and  several  single-family  dwellings  may 
eventually  be  constructed. 

Fund  raising  for  the  project  is  beginn- 
ing this  winter  with  the  offering  of  a 
limited  edition  print  of  a  Brownell 
McGrew  painting.  Mr.  McGrew,  a  well- 
known  western  artist  and  friend  of 
Angie's,  has  donated  the  reproduction 
rights  to  his  painting,  "Waiting  For  A 
Ride."  Donors  who  contribute  $250  or 
more  to  the  project  will  receive  a 
signed,  numbered  matted,  and  framed 
print  of  the  painting.  It  is  also  available 
unmatted  unframed  to  those  who  give 
more  than  $200.  Those  individuals  who 
give  less  than  $200  will  receive  a 
9x12-inch  copy  of  the  print. 
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POINTS  FROM  THE 
PUBLISHER 


by  CHARLES  TURNER 


In  All  Tilings 

He 

Should 

Be 

First! 


T 

JR*  his 


his  is  a  dynamic  declaration  of 
the  Apostle  Paul  regarding  the  person 
and  the  position  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Paul's  statement,  in  the  midst  of  the 
discussion  about  Christ,  rings  as  one 
of  the  greatest  challenges  ever  made 
by  man. 

This  principle  is  an  ancient  one 
regarding  God,  The  Father,  and  Jesus 
Christ,  His  Son.  The  statement  of  fact 
finds  some  comments  in  the  Old 
Testament  as  well  as  the  New.  The 
declarations  regarding  God  and  His 
proper  place  fills  the  Scriptures. 

In  the  New  Testament  John  the 
Baptist  found  his  place  as  a  forerun- 
ner of  Jesus.  John  had  no  doubts  that 
Jesus  was  first  in  time  and  first  in 
position.  Having  laid  the  foundations 
and  acting  as  a  prophet,  John  said  it 
all  when  he  proclaimed,  "I  must 
decrease  and  He  must  increase". 

Christ  claimed  to  be  none  other 
than  God  and  this  placed  Him  first. 
He  said  that  He  was  even  before 
Abraham  in  time  as  well  as  impor- 
tance. The  writer  of  the  Book  of 
Hebrews  placed  Him  above  angels. 

He  is  the  center  of  all  things  created 
and  first  in  importance.  Though  we 
know  of  His  position  in  theology,  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  put  Him  there 
in  practice. 

In  the  days  before  Christmas  my 
travels  took  me  to  a  number  of  dif- 
ferent places.  Throughout  the  land 
there  is  a  question  of  whether  Christ 
can  gain  His  proper  place  in  the 
season  that  marks  His  birthday.  Legal 
entities  argue  His  place  and  rights  as 
to  where  He  can  be  honored.  We 
spend  great  periods  of  time  arguing 
His  place  in  our  society  today.  Does  He 
have  a  right  to  be  in  the  classroom  or 
in  a  remembrance  of  Him  on  the  court 
house  square?  The  arguments  are  all 
futile  if  He  is  not  in  the  hearts  of 
individuals. 

We  spend  much  time  in  making  a 
living  and  its  a  requirement  of  our 


culture  and  daily  bread,  but  where 
does  He  fit  into  the  modern  age?  So 
many  have  placed  Him  as  an  appen- 
dage to  their  activities.  Christ  is  to 
many  people  not  one  to  be  ignored, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  not  one  to 
claim  too  much  time  and  importance. 
For  Him  to  be  central  in  their  lives 
would  cause  too  many  inconveniences 
and  necessary  changes. 

Christ  to  many  is  part  of  that  social, 
economic  part  of  their  lives.  A  good 
citizen  is  one  who  takes  all  phases  of 
the  community  service  as  a  necessary 
part  of  their  lives.  The  church  fits  that 
same  social,  economic  place.  You 
should  be  a  member  of  the  church  as 
part  of  the  fulfillment  of  those  duties. 
This  mentality,  to  be  sure,  is  not  a 
biblical  one. 

The  first  and  greatest  command- 
ment is  to  "Love  the  Lord  thy  God, 
with  all  thy  heart  and  soul  and  mind." 
This  moves  Christ  from  the  social, 
economic  area  of  lives  and  clearly 
positions  Him  in  the  center  of  all  our 
activities.  First  He  is  the  Creator.  He 
is  also  our  Savior,  our  present  guide 
and  Lord  of  our  lives.  He  will  someday 
come  to  conquer  and  overcome  this 
world  and  with  Him  we  shall  spend 
eternity. 

He  will  someday  be  very  important 
in  every  life.  For  those  who  have 
trusted  Him  as  Savior,  He  is  and  will 
be  everything.  To  those  who  do  not 
find  place  for  Him  during  this  period 
of  time  called  life  -  they  too,  will  meet 
Him,  for  someday  every  knee  shall 
bow  and  acknowledge  Him  as  God. 
This  forced  submission  is  not  the 
same  as  salvation.  Though  they  bow, 
they  failed  to  believe  and  He  becomes 
the  Judge. 

Christ  First?  Yes,  now  and  forever 
He  is  the  center  of  all  life  and  hope. 
Debate  as  to  who  He  is  and  what  posi- 
tion He  should  have  is  a  luxury  of 
time,  but  a  fatal  mistake  as  to  eternity. 


Charles  Turner  is  publisher  of  the  Herald 
magazine  and  general  manager  of  the 
Brethren  Missionary  Herald  Company  in 
Winona  Lake.  IN. 
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A  testimony  of  how 
Jesus  moved  from  be- 
ing a  Savior  to  also 
being  a  friend. 


by  DON  LOWE 


The 

Fruit  of 
Evangelism 

I 


in  the  fall  of  1978  my  wife,  Dian- 
na,  and  I  had  the  exciting  experience 
of  committing  ourselves  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

It  all  started  when  we  had  been 
married  about  seven  months  and 
were  experiencing  a  number  of  trials. 
Our  television  went  bad  right  after  we 
had  it  repaired.  Coming  home  from 
work  one  day  we  found  that  the 
refrigerator  quit  running  and  all  the 
food  was  ruined.  These  just  added  to 
all  our  other  problems.  As  I  look  back 
now,  I  believe  God  was  trying  to  get 
our  attention.  He  certainly  did! 

That's  when  Pastor  Vernon  Harris 
entered  into  our  lives.  We  came  home 
one  evening  and  found  a  brochure  in 
our  trailer  door.  We  did  not  know  who 
Pastor  Harris  was  or  anything  about 
His  church.  The  brochure  explained 
who  he  was  and  that  his  intentions 
were  to  start  a  new  church  and  Sun- 
day School  and  that  he  wanted  to  have 
a  Bible  study  with  us. 

Well,  I  was  a  full-fledged  Catholic 
(but  still  didn't  understand  it)  and  my 
wife  was  a  Protestant,  but  we  were  not 
attending  church  anywhere.  So  we 
both  agreed  to  check  this  pastor  out. 
We  mailed  the  business  reply  card 
back  to  him.  In  a  few  days  he  phoned 
and  asked  if  we  would  be  willing  to 


meet  with  him.  We  agreed  and  set  an 
appoitment. 

The  time  arrived  for  Pastor  Harris 
to  come  for  his  presentation  or  "show- 


"She  had  a  relationship 
with  God  that  seemed 
so  close,  so  intimate  and 
precious  .  .  .  she  sensed 
her  God  was  not  my  God 


down."  I  still  wanted  to  do  things  my 
way,  so  to  me,  it  was  kind  of  a 
show-down. 

Much  to  my  surprise  he  pulled  up 
riding  his  motorcycle.  That  was  a  plus 
in  my  book!  I  thought  to  myself,  "This 
guy  must  be  alright!"  He  came  up  to 
the  door,  introducing  himself,  and 
had  to  make  friends  with  my  two  dogs 
before  he  could  get  into  the  living 
room. 

After  a  brief  time  to  get  acquainted, 
we  finally  got  to  the  Bible  study.  As 
stubborn  as  I  was,  this  Pastor  Harris 
handled  me  very  well.  He  answered  all 
my  questions  about  God,  the  Bible, 
the  things  I  couldn't  get  answered 
from  the  church  or  school  from  which 


I  graduated.  It  took  approximately  six 
months  for  us  to  get  through  the  Bi- 
ble study.  The  Bible  began  to  come 
alive  as  the  Holy  Spirit  worked  on  my 
heart.  Pastor  Harris  shared  the  Four 
Spiritual  Laws  with  us  and  how  he 
could  come  to  know  Jesus  Christ.  It 
was  wonderful  to  know  that  I  could 
reach  God  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  my  Lord  and  Savior. 

This  was  a  new  way  of  life  for  me. 
As  a  teenager  I  had  problems  with 
drinking  and  drugs.  I  often  felt  there 
had  to  be  a  better  way  to  live  than  this, 
but  I  didn't  know  how  to  find  it.  How 
thankful  I  am  that  God  used  these 
problems  to  move  me  in  the  direction 
of  learning  how  to  live  for  Him. 

The  turning  point  came  when  Dian- 
na  and  I  both  prayed  to  receive  Christ 
around  our  kitchen  table  following  a 
Bible  study  with  Pastor  Harris. 

Even  though  Southern  Lancaster 
Grace  Brethren  Church  was  just  a 
mission  point  in  temporary  quarters 
and  still  a  small  congregation,  we 
followed  through,  were  baptized  and 
became  members  of  the  church. 
Since  then  three  other  families  of 
relatives  have  become  members  of  our 
church.  God  has  given  us  two 
beautiful  daughters  and  blessed  us  in 
so  many  ways. 

How    thankful    we    are    that    the 
members  of  this  young  church  were 
willing  to  take  the  gospel  from  door  to 
door  in  this  community.  The  brochure 
and  tracts  they  left  were  responsible 
for  our  conversion  and  others  in  our 
family.  Now  we  are  helping  in  the 
same  ministry  of  evangelism. 
Submitted  By: 
Vernon  J.  Harris,  Pastor 
Southern  Lancaster 
Grace  Brethren  Church 
300  Willow  Valley  Square 
Lancaster,  PA  17602 
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NEW!  A  BMH  — 
Victor  Books  Imprint 

FOR  THE  SERIOUS 
LAY  STUDENT 
OF  THE  BIBLE 
AND  PASTORS  .  .  . 


•  A  reference  book  for  committed 
Christians 

•  By  a  highly  respected  theologian 

•  Presenting  a  systematic  overview 
of  major  Bible  doctrines  —  the 
Trinity,  the  church,  sin  and  salva- 
tion, man  and  angels 

•  Written  in  simple  language 

•  Designed  with  personal  applica- 
tion in  mind 


OuHesCfRyrie 


544  pages,  Clothbound 

$14.95 

(Include  a  check  with  your  order  and  we  pay 
postage  and  handling) 


All  states  except  Indiana  and  Alaska 

HERALD 
BOOKSTORE 

P.O.  Box  544,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Charge  your  purchase  on 
MASTERCARD  or  VISA 


Here  is  a  systematic  theology  book  written  in  plain 
English.  Dr.  Charles  Ryrie,  perhaps  best  known  for  his 
popular  Ryrie  Study  Bible,  explains  basic  doctrines  within 
the  overall  framework  of  Scripture.  He  gives  you  "the  big  pic- 
ture" in  language  you  can  understand,  using  many  illustra- 
tions to  help  clarify  the  text  and  including  a  glossary  to  clear 
up  unfamiliar  terms. 

Basic  Theology  will  give  you  a  firm  grasp  of  these  major 
Bible  doctrines:  God  •  The  Bible  •  Angels  •  Satan  •  Demons 
•  Man  •  Sin  •  Jesus  Christ  •  Salvation  •  The  Holy  Spirit  • 
The  Church  •  Events  to  Come. 

Why  study  basic  doctrine?  Dr.  Ryrie  points  out  that  the 
Apostle  Paul  wrote  of  the  need  to  understand  and  practice 
"sound  doctrine"  (Titus  1:19).  "Sound  doctrine,"  the  author 
continues,  also  might  be  termed  "healthy  doctrine,"  and  is 
"expressed  not  only  in  creed  but  in  fruitful  living,  and  holy 
living  must  be  based  on  healthy  theology." 
About  the  Author  —  Dr.  Charles  C.  Ryrie  wasfor  many  years,  un- 
til his  retirement.  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology  at  Dallas 
Theological  Seminary.  He  is  widely  known  for  his  Bible  teaching 
and  has  written  a  number  of  books. 
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